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infill,  and,  in  case  of  lira,  tliis  water  could  he 
shut,  oil’ and  the  water  pumped  directly  into  the 
mains  from  (he  river  at  a pressure  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-live  pounds  to  the  square  inch. 
The  works  are  in  charge  of  S.  ( Kales,  super- 
intendent and  engineer. 

'fur;  Lkw  ismituiii  National  Hank  is  the 
successor  of  (lie  Lewisburgh  Savings  Institu- 
tion, which  was  incorporated  I >v  an  act  of  (he 
Legislature,  April  ‘JO,  1853,  and  which  had  as 
corporators  \V  i Ilium  ( la  moron,  ( Jeorge  F.  A I i 1 1 or, 
John  Walks,  William  Frick,  Ueler  Heaver, 
.John  I laughton,  Alexander  Ammons,  Thomas 
J laves,  .lames  S.  Marsh,  Id  I i Slifer,  Jonathan 
Noshit,  Alexander  McClure,  John  Gundy, 
William  F.  Packer,  David  Reber,  George 
Schnahle  and  John  II.  Packer.  The  author- 
ized capital  was  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  William  Cameron  was  chosen  president 
and  11.  P.  Shcller  treasurer.  An  cilice  was 
fitted  up  in  the  residence  of  William  Cameron, 
which  has  heen  the  place  of  business  of  the  hank 
ever  since.  President  Cameron  served  until 
November  10,  1S5G,  w hen  he  was  succeeded  by 
William  Frick,  and  Treasurer  Slid ler  resigning, 
May  23,1855,  had  as  his  successor  David  Reber. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature,  April  27,  1857, 
authorized  a change  of  name  to  the  Lewisburgh 
Bank,  and  under  the  State  laws  it  became  a 
bank  of  issue,  with  W illiam  Cameron  as  presi- 
dent and  F.  Wr.  Pollock,  cashier,  being  elected 
June  27th  of  that  year.  The  latter  served  until 
May  4,  1859,  when  David  Reber  became  his 
successor,  and  held  that  position  until  the  change 
to  a national  bank,  when  he  was  re-elected 
cashier,  and  has  since  served  in  that  capacity. 

On  tin1  28th  ol  December,  LSI!  I,  the  stock- 
holders of  the  bank  decided  lo  organize  under 
the  National  Hanking  Laws  and  applied  tor 
the  necessary  authority  lo  make  the  change. 
The  certificate  was  granted  January  12,  1805, 
at  which  time  the  bank  assumed  its  present 
title.  the  authorized  capital  is  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars, but  it  has  not  yet  heen  increased 
beyond  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
authorized  to  the  Savings  Institution.  < >n  the 


expiration  of  the  first  certificate,  January  11, 
1885,  the  bank  continued  business  under  a new 
certificate,  extended  for  twenty  more  years. 
William  Cameron  was  president  of  the  National 
Hank  until  May  13,  1808,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  the  present  incumbent,  Dr.  F.  G.  Harrison. 

The  bank  is  at  present  controlled  by  the  fol- 
lowing persons:  President,  F.  C.  Harrison; 

Cashier,  David  Reber ; Teller,  J.  H.  McLaugh- 
lin; Directors,  Fli  Slifer,  I1'.  ( ’.  Harrison, 
John  Walls,  George  Gross,  J.  P>.  Packer,  Mark 
Halfpenny,  (1.  15.  Miller,  D.  R.  Miller  and 
Joseph  Sanders.  1327670 

Wiu.iam  Camkiion,1  Esq. — Charles  Came- 
ron was  born  at  Inverness,  Scotland,  and  came 
to  this  country  in  1755,  when  lie  was  five  years 
old,  with  his  father,  Simon  Cameron,  who 
accompanied  his  minister,  Colin  M.nd  'anpihar, 
and  settled  at  the  Donegal  ( Inireli,  in  Lancaster 
County,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  Gen- 
eral Simon  Cameron.  After  growing  to  maturity, 
and  having  married,  he  removed  with  his  family 
first  to  Sun  bury,  in  1808,  then  to  Washington- 
villc,  and  in  1810  lo  Lewisburgh,  where  he  ap- 
pears in  the  assessment  as  following  the  occupa- 
tion ofa  tailor  ; and  there  he  died,  on  the  ltith  day 
of  January,  1814,  in  his  house  on  the  corner  of 
Front  and  St.  John  Streets,  now  a vacant  lot 
belonging  to  the  estate  of  William  Cameron. 

I le  left  to  survive  him  a widow,  Martha  Cam- 
eron, who  died  in  Lancaster  County  afterwards, 
on  the  10th  of  November,  1830,  while  on  a vi-i l 
to  her  son,  Colonel  James  Cameron,  and  sons 
and  daughters  of  seniority  in  the  order  named, 

- — -William,  John,  Simon,  James,  Daniel,  Eliza, 
Jane  and  Catharine. 

William,  the  oldest,  was  born  at  Maylown, 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  on  the  15th  day  of  ( )e- 
lober,  1795,  and  had  been  taught  his  father’s 
trade.  4'his  he  worked  at  diligently,  except 
that  when  the  trade  was  dull,  and  the  rivers 
raised  their  annual  and  seasonable  floods,  l>\ 
which  the  produce  of  the  country  was  carried  by 
I he  fleets  of  boatsaml  arks  to  I heir  markets  below, 
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lie  joined  the  rivermen,  ami  many  ;i  lime  walked 
lr<  n 1 1 (ha  bay  (<»  his  home,  foot-sore  and  weary; 
and  except  that  when  a regiment  was  raised  Ibr 
(lie  war,  some  lime  in  Seplcmber,  INI  I,  lie  vol- 
unteered as  a private  in  the  “ Norlhnmberland 
( 'uiinly  lllnes,”  attached  to  ( Vdonel  ( jeorge 
Weiriek’s  regiment,  and  marched  to  Marcus 
Hunk.  This  regiment  appears  to  have  been 
discharged  in  Philadelphia  in  the  latter  part  of 
Oeecmber,  181  I.  1 1 is  reminiscence  of  their 
muster  at  Philadelphia  shows  its  size  then. 
They  marched  nut  from  the  city,  about.  Fourth 
Street,  to  the  old  “Brick  Tavern,”  and  en- 
camped mi  the  I biion  < Irecn. 

lie  returned  to  Lewisbnrgh  and  followed  his 
trade.  The  year  that  William  went  to  war 
W illiam  Young  bought.  ( (ideon  Smith’s  plac< — 

( liddy  Smith’s,  as  b’lavel  Loan  familiarly  calls 
him  in  his  journal, — and  where  lie  went  of  an 
evening-  to  read  a play — on  lhilfalo  Creek, 
where  one  sees  now  a handsome  old  stone 
house,  bravely  done  up  with  black  pointing, 
with  curving  gateway  and  ilowered  law  n,  and 
there  came  to  live  with  him,  when  only 
the  stone  wing,  with  its  shed  roof,  had  yet 
been  built,  as  his  ward,  Eleanor  McLaughlin. 
W ithin  the  year  that  Charles  Cameron  had  died, 
in  (1 81 5,)  her  father,  Hugh  McLaughlin,  also 
died,  lie  lived  in  Lewisbnrgh  in  a log  house, 
on  the  corner  of  Market  and  Fourth  Streets, 
where  William  Nagle  now'  lives,  and  owned 
several  lots  near  there  besides,  and  traded 
them  (to  the  C rants,  for  whom  John  Lawshc 
was  the  agent,)  for  seventy  acres  of  land,  next 
adjoining  William  Clingan’s,  in  Kelly  town- 
ship. I hit  death  cut  him  short  in  Ids  work. 
It  had  not  been  all  paid  for,  and  there  were 
long  minorities  lor  some  o!  the  children.  John 
1 ioal , who  lived  on  ( J . F.  Miller’s  place  at  the 
river,  and  Thomas  Wilson  were  the  executors. 
There  were  James,  Fdeanor,  Mary  (who  died  at 
twenty),  Catherine  MeFaddin  (wife  of  the  late 
< Lionel  Jackson  MeFaddin),  1 High  McLaughlin 
and  Margaret  (who  died  unmarried).  Here  Win. 
woof'd  and  won  his  “ Nelly,”  as  he  always  fondly 
called  her,  and  in  the  old  stone  house  they  were 


married  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1820,  by 
the  llcv.  Thomas  llood,  in  the  early  bloom  of 
her  girlhood — she  was  born  on  tbe  201  h day 
day  of  June,  i 802,. 

The  first  year  of  their  married  life  was  passed 
in  the  upper  rooms  of  I he  old  yellow  house  I hat 
stood  where  the  .Journal  ofliee  now  is;  and  the 
next  two  years,  the  second  year  after  it  was 
built,  1820,  in  the  second  story  of  the  building 
of  J.  M.  Linn’s  office.  Two  families  lived  there, 
and  just  back  of  it.  stood  a log  house  with  an 
old-fashioned  fire-place;  for  two  years  both  of 
the  ladies  occupied  jointly  the  great  hearth,  each 
having  their  own  fire,  and  never  a word  of 
brawl  the  “live-long  time,”  as  one  of  them 
phrased  it. 

Across  the  street,  on  the  corner  of  the  alley, 
where  Mrs.  A.  Met  lure  now  lives,  there  stood  an 
old  hatter’s  shop,  which  some  time  before  bad 
taken  lire  and  was  partially  burned.  Early 
one  spring  morning,  while  William  was  pre- 
paring to  take  one  of  his  trips  on  the  river, 
looking  across  from  her  second-story  window, 
Mrs.  Cameron  wondered  whether  they  could 
not  get  that  place  from  Mr.  Hayes  on  the  same 
terms  as  the  former  parties  had  it.  William 
wondered  how  they  could  ever  pay  tor  it. 
Martha,  William’s  mother,  said  they  should  not 
venture  on  it.  But  William  said  that  Nelly 
might  try  it  if  she  wished,  and  perhaps  in  a few 
years  they  might  buy  it. 

William  started.  Mrs.  Cameron  got.  the 
lease,  cleaned  up  the  place  and  made  it  habit- 
able, and  when  William  came  home  and 
entered  the  door,  she  sat  with  her  baby  on  her 
arm  and  Elizabeth  by  her  knee.  A gladder 
Hush  spread  over  his  stern  face,  and  a happier 
man  lie  never  was  than  on  that  evening.  A 
lovable  trail  in  his  life,  and  it  gives  a glow  to 
his  great  sombre  face  to  think  of  it, — he  bought 
all  those  places,  the  home  of  his  flit  her,  the 
home  of  his  Nellie  in  town,  and  the  places 
where  he  wooed  her,  on  either  bank  of  the 
creek,  which  was  hallowed  by  the  light  of  his 
early  love. 

They  bought  the  site  of  the  old  hatter’s  shop, 
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built  ;is  their  means  permitted,  and  this  was 
I lie  foiindal  ion  of  I liei r (oil  line. 

The  net  to  provide  (or  I lie  eommeneeinent  of 
a canal,  to  lie  eons! rneled  at  the  expense  of  (lie 
Stale,  and  lo  lie  styled  “ 'I'lie  Pennsylvania 
(’anal,”  was  passed  on  (lie  25th  of  l'’elirnary, 
A.D.  I 82(5.  IJp  to  the  1st  of  dime,  18211,  four 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  and  one-half  miles 
were  under  contract  and  completed  at  a cost  of 
ten  million  dollars.  The  West  Branch  Canal 
was  completed  as  far  as  Muncy.  General  Abbott 
Green  and  William  Cameron  had  a contract,  on 
the  eastern  division  from  Duncan’s  Island  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Swatara,  to  build  the  dam,  still 
known  as  Green’s  Dam,  and  Section  2 of  the 
canal,  in  the  beginning’  of  1828, — the  contract 
was  awarded  November  24,  1827, — which  were 
very  heavy  contracts ; and  the  next  year,  the 
largest  contract  on  the  West  Branch, — Nos.  1 
and  2,  and  the  guard  lock  at  Muncy  Ilill, — 
were  let  to  Cameron,  Ritncr  tV  Cameron.  One 
said  that  William  Cameron’s  profit  on  the 
latter  was  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  they 
went  to  1 larrisburgh,  together,  to  draw  the 
money— a snug  fortune  they  thought  it  then, 
and  thereafter  they  had  money  to  lend.  While 
he  was  “eanaling”  they  bought  the  firm  across 
the  river  from  Daniel  Bright,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
G.  I’.  Miller,  and  Mrs.  Cameron  moved  there 
with  her  little  (iunily, and  commenced  again  in 
a cabin.  It  was  a very  forlorn  place,  swamps 
and  great  gully  holes,  and  in  the  intervals  of 
“ canal ing,”  the  carts  and  horses  and  shovels  and 
barrows  went  to  the  farm;  it  was  ditched  and 
drained,  the  holes  filled  and  the  land  leveled, 
until  it  became  a garden  of  a place.  Thus  was 
the  fortune  of  Mr.  Cameron  founded,  on  pure 
hard  work  and  careful  management,  the  credit 
of  which  latter  he  never  failed  to  give  to  Mrs. 
Cameron,  with  a gleam  that  lighted  his  eyes  and 
sent  a glow  over  his  iron-cast  face. 

February  11),  .1827,  Governor  Schultz  com- 
missioned him  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  was 
known  by  the  honored  title  of  “ The  ’Squire” 
until  his  last  day.  And  when  one  spoke  of  the 


“ ’Squire  ” in  I jewisbiirgh  and  its  vicinity,  it  was 
well-known  who  was  meant;  and  whether  the 
title  carried  with  it  the  meaning  of  broad  acres, 
or  large  influence,  local  or  moneyed  power,  lie 
was  jiitr  (‘.rrcllcncc  “ The  ’Squire.” 

It  is  remarkable  that  in  the  contracts  that 
were  awarded,  as  well  as  those  above  mentioned, 
as  the  many  he  afterwards  had,  they  were  such 
as  required  great  administrative  ability,  good 
judgment  and  breadth  of  comprehension,  as 
notably,  the  tunnel  of  Elizabethtown,  the  rail- 
road bridge  at  1 larrisburgh  on  the  Cumberland 
Valley  Railroad,  the  dams  at  Columbia  and 
Lewisburgh. 

In  the  years  18-°, 9,  1840  and  1841  he  was 
engaged  in  the  wholesale  dry-goods  business  in 
Philadelphia,  under  the  firm-name  of  “ Welsh, 
Cameron  <Sc  Co.,”  and  was  a leading  member  of 
a firm  that  first  successfully  operated  the  rail- 
road from  Columbia  to  Philadelphia,  then  part 
of  the  public  works.  During  the  first  year  the 
road  was  not  a success  under  State  manage- 
ment, and  was  getting  deeper  and  deeper  in 
debt,  when  Mr.  Cameron  was  solicited  to  take 
hold  of  it,  and  under  him  it  became  a success. 
In  1853  he  was  mainly  instrumental  in  estab- 
lishing the  “ Lewisburgh  Savings  Institution,” 
which  grew  into  a chartered  Stale  bank,  and 
then,  under  the  National  Banking  Act,  “The 
Lewisburgh  National  Bank.”  On  the  witness 
stand  he  gave  his  occupation  as  in  the  banking 
business  and  that  bank  was  and  is  a synonym 
of  credit. 

His  wealth  was  of  a varied  and  substantial 
character.  Owning  a large  amount  of  the  best 
property  in  Lewisburgh,  he  could  ride  from  the 
east  end  of  Limestone  llidge,  north  across  the 
heart  of  Buffalo  Valley,  on  his  own  land,  away 
beyond  the  Buffalo  Creek,  over  farms  of  the 
best  quality,  of  rare  beauty  and  fertility,  and 
along  the  east  bank  of  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Susquehanna  to  the  border  of  Milton. 

As  has  been  said,  his  lather  was  Scotch,  his 
mother  was  German  (Martha  Plbutz),  and  his 
was  a rare  combination  of  the  qualities  of  the 
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tun  races, — shrewdness  and  thrift,  painstaking 
care,  dear  sagacity  and  indomitable  energy. 

I Ic  controlled  all  matter  that  came  within  lid 
power  with  an  iron  rod,  and  however  severe  it 
might  have  seemed,  the  result,  in  the  prosperity 
ill’  all  those  about  him,  signified  his  real  benef- 
icence. 

lie  remembered  how  much  he  owed  to  his 
wife,  and  at  his  death  he  gave  all  to  her  during 
her  lifetime,  or  the  great  bulk  of  it. 

It  is  a trite  and  common  saying  that  with  all 
the  getting  of  a man  in  this  world,  he  gets  but 
his  narrow  six  feet.  It  is  as  common  and  trite 
a thing  that  the  wider  and  deeper  and  the  more 
substantially  a man’s  work  is  done  in  this  world, 
the  less  does  the  world  appreciate  it.  lie  was 
not  in  public  life,  like  his  brother  Simon,  whose 
name  appears  in  (he  prosperity  of  Pennsylvania 
and  in  the  glory  of  his  country,  for  a lialf- 
centurv;  nor  like  his  brother  .lames,  who  stood 
and  fell  at  the  head  of  the  Seventy-ninth 
I lighlanders  of  New  York,  in  (he  first  battle 
fought  for  the  suppression  of  the  .Rebellion. 

Rut  in  his  more<juiet  walk  of  life,  his  energy, 
thrift,  pluck  and  sturdy  advance,  while  it  led 
him  to  fortune,  had  a reflex  influence  on  the 
community,  and  led  them  in  that  way,  too. 
And  all  he  acquired  and  touched  was  bright- 
ened and  bettered.  lie  took  town  properties 
and  farms,  dilapidated  and  running  to  waste, 
and  under  his  careful  hand  and  unsparing  ex- 
penditure they  became  not  only  pleasant  to 
behold,  but  in  the  fact  that  they  were  improved, 
and  the  methods  by  which  it:  was  done,  the 
community  was  so  much  (he  richer,  but  far 
more  the  rellex  inllucnce  of  those  very  acts 
made  the  community  wiser  and  better.  He  put 
no  money  in  stately  piles  of  gifted  buildings 
for  the  weak  honor  of  its  name,  but  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  dollars  In1  put  into  the  im- 
proving and  draining  of  lands,  and  thus  most 
materially  educated  the  people  of  the  valley  in 
which  he  lived. 

That  was  no  doubt  William  Cameron’s  mis- 
sion, and  he  tilled  it.  The  people  of  Lewis- 
burgh  and  of  Buffalo  Valley  can  east  their  eyes 


over  their  well-built  and  prosperous  town  ami 
their  lands — a crowning  glory  of  I Ynusyl vania’s 
thrifty  farming  race — and  remember  with  a fer- 
vent feeling  of  gratitude  that  \\  illiam  ( 'ameron 
lived  there. 

lie  died  at  his  home  in  Lcwisburgh  on  the 
10th  of  September,  1X77,  having  almost  com- 
pleted his  eighty -second  year. 

I le  left  to  survive  him  his  widow,  Llcanor 
('ameron;  his  daughter  Mary,  intermarried  with 
(he  lion.  John  Ik  Packer;  .lane,  intermarried 
with  Dr.  Francis  ('.  Harrison,  now  president 
of  the  Lcwisburgh  Rank;  two  granddaughters, 
children  of  his  daughter  Hlizabeth,  who  was 
intermarried  with  John  A.  (Jreen  ; both  of  the 
latter  are  dead  ; and  William  (.'ameron,  Jr.,  and 
Nellie,  married  to  Harry  Marsh,  children  of  a 
deceased  son,  William,  who  died  in  1X01,  bav- 
ins; been  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  already 
shown  himself  to  be  of  line  ability. 

Not  ostentatious  in  the  display  of  gifts,  his 
real  good  gift  was  in  the  example  of  his  life  and 
the  shape  he  dealt  with  what  he  acquired.  One 
gift  to  his  town  was  a steam  fire-engine,  at  a 
cost  of  over  ten  thousand  dollars,  which  is  of 
that  same  practical  turn  as  all  his  other  acts. 
He  never  forgot  his  friends  and  in  the  commu- 
nity where  he  was  the  ‘‘’Squire”  there  were 
standing  orders  at  the  coal  merchants,  twice  a 
year,  they  to  see  to  it  that  none  were  suffering, 
and  from  his  own  great  store-houses  were  free- 
ly sent  many  seasonable  and  timely  gifts. 

Curiously,  gathered  at  his  funeral  were  two 
dozen  old  acquaintances,  aged  from  eighty-nine 
to  seventy-seven  years,  two-thirds  of  them  above 
eighty.  They  were  a rare  lot  of  old-timers; 
but  looked  at  and  known  w ho  they  were — being 
the  great,  solid  men  of  the  community — it 
strongly  illustrated  the  character  of  the  man  in 
his  friends. 

David  Rkbkk  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Moser)  Keber,  who  came  to  Rulfalo 
Valley  in  the  year  LSO.'b  1 1 is  father  purchased 
land  about  the  Loehiel — the  farm  of  Solo- 
mon Betz,  now  owned  by  Samuel  Miller — and 
added  other  land,  and  when  he  divided  it  among 
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liis  suns  I here  were  l\vo  hundred  and  ninety 
acres. 

In  1 iS.‘*0  lie  bnill  the  house,  where  his  soli 
Thomas  lives,  in  Lewisburgh,  anil  moved  there 
in  1 .S i I , ; 1 1 1 < I died  there  June  22,  1852,  at  lie 
age  <il’  eight y-lw 'o.  lie  was  an  energetic,  thrifty, 
large-hearted  man,  | » 1 1 1 1 1 i i <j,‘  his  hand  generously 
load  the  all’ai  rs  ol’  the  community. 

lie  had  a family  of  ten  children — John, 
Samuel  (member  of  the  Legislature  in  I 8 l«‘>), 
Elizabeth  (married  to  Dr.  Isaac  S.  Yorse) 
James,  Mary  (married  to  Jacob  Dunkol),  Susan 
(married  to  Michael  Kleekncr,  of  New  Berlin), 
Margart  (unmarried),  Thomas  (married  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  Ilenrv  Beck,  now  commis- 
sioner of  Union  County),  David  and  Leah 
(married  to  Rev.  D.  Y.  Ileisler,  a minister  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church). 

David  Reber  was  born  June  1!),  1817,  and 
married  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  John  Musser, 
of  Kelly,  living  at  Colonel  SI i tor’s  place,  on 
tin1  7th  day  of  January,  IS  10,  and  had  two 
children, — Dr.  W illiam  M.,  a noted  physician 
of  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  and  John. 

David  first  entered  the  store  of  W alls  <C 
Geddes  as  a clerk,  in  1 SGI,  and  became  a part- 
ner of  Peter  Nevius  in  1887,  and  continued  in 
the  mercantile  business  and  lumbering  at 
various  places  until  1855,  when  he  accepted 
the  I reasurership  of  the  Lewisburgh  Savings 
Institution,  which  was  merged  into  the  Lewis- 
burgh  Bank,  and  succeeded  by  the  Lew  isburgh 
National  Bank,  which  he  served  as  cashier. 

In  this  quiet  walk  of  life  he  has  filled  his 
part  with  fairness,  integrity,  ability  and  faith- 
fulness, which  gives  him  a substantial  place 
in  the  community.  W illi  a liberality  to- 
ward all  those  things  which  need  (he  help  of 
the  citizen,  and  an  enjoyment  of  all  the  pure 
amusements,  lie  gives  a credit  to  the  moneyed 
interest  he  manages,  and  brightens  up  the 
ellbrls  of  those  who  are  looking  alter  the  welfare 
of  I lie  community. 

Union  .National  Bank. — This  institution 
was  incorporated  March  JO,  18(10,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  as 


the  “Union  Dime  Savings  Institution.”  Oil 
the  2 11  h of  A ugust,  of  the  same  year,  the  stock- 
holders organized  by  electing  Hugh  P.  Shellcr, 
Martin  Dreisbaeh,  I'hilip  Billnieycr,  John  II. 
( ioodman,  T.  S.  I Hack,  James  Md  'lure,  < liarlcs 
Benny,  Levi  Sterner  and  John  ( Vossgrovc  as 
trustees.  Reler  Beaver  was  chosen  president 
and  Hugh  B.  Shellcr  cashier.  Business  was 
transacted  as  a savings-bank  until  the  15th  of 
April,  I 8(j  1,  when  the  name  was  changed  to  the 
“Lewisburgh  Deposit  Bank,”  and  the  author- 
ized capital  increased  to  sixty  thousand  dollars. 
A further  change  was  made  in  1805,  when  an 
organization  was  effected  under  the  National 
Banking  Laws,  and  the  present  name  adopted. 
The  certificate  issued  February  7,  1805,  author- 
izes a capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
In  January,  1805,  the  following  oflieers  were 
selected:  President,  Johnson  Walls;  Cashier, 
Hugh  R.  Shellcr;  feller,  Samuel  C.  Shellcr; 
1 lirretors,  John  Whills,  John  1 1.  ( ioodman,  Mar- 
tin Dreisbaeh,  Levi  Sterner,  I’hilip  Billnieycr, 
W in.  M.  Van  Yalzah,  Peter  Beaver,  Win.  Jones, 
W illiam  0.  Duncan,  Charles  Gudykunst  and 
Joseph  M.  Xesbit. 

Since  its  first  board  of  oflieers  was  elected 
the  following  changes  have  taken  place  by  the 
election  of  10 1 i SI i for,  president,  May  lb,  ISOS; 
Peter  Beaver,  president,  November  !),  180b; 
William  Junes,  president,-  January  10,  1877; 
J.  K.  Kremer,  cashier,  and  I suae  Dunk  le,  teller, 
May  28,  1878;  W.  C.  Duncan,  president,  June 
7,  1878;  and  James  B.  Forrest,  teller,  July  b, 
1878. 

The  bank  occupies  a convenient  office  on 
M a fleet  Street  and  its  allairs  are  in  a prosperous 
condition. 

Tim:  Bukss. — The  history  of  the  press  in 
Lewisburgh  is  a record  of  numerous  ventures 
in  journalism  and  lew  instances  of  realized 
hopes.  A long  list  has  courted  the  favor  of 
the  public,  creating  a stir  in  its  alliiirs  for  brief 
periods,  then  passed  out  of  existence,  often  mi 
honored  and  scarcely  now  remembered.  A few 
only  have  survived  to  claim  the  tribute  of  the 
present  age. 
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The  Xat:s-  Tiller,  the  lirsl  | >;t  | mt  published  in 
1 1 it*  town,  was  ( st : 1 1 > I i I h •<  I in  I 82  I by  William 
I 'ariilhers,  and  conducted  I > \'  him  about  eighteen 
months,  when  it  ss  as  sii.-|  inn  led.  lie  next  pub- 
lidied  The  I'nion  1 1 ic/eori/,  at  New  llerlin  ; bill, 
alter  issuing  ten  numbers  of  bis  weekly,  Irans- 
li-ITcd  the  olliee  In  I .ess  isburgll,  where  No.  II 
was  i >sued  oil  the  I'Jtli  ol  Mav,  INlill.  In  a 
little  less  Ilian  a sear'  lie  sold  out  The  I nian 
IlicTori/  to  Daniel  (iolsliall,  April  •>,  JS.'itl,  and 
at  the  close  ol  the  volume  the  paper  ceased  (6 
exist.  It  was  Democratic  in  polities. 

( )n  the  first  of  Mas',  IN.'JO,  the  material  ssas 
used  in  the  publication  of  l lie  Uess'isbii rgh  Jour- 
nal, bs  Daniel  (iolsliall,  ss  ho  made  it  a vigor- 
nils  Democratic  sheet,  and  selected  as  its  motto 
the  ssel  l-rcmembercd  sentiment  of  Mull  — 
" Civil  liberty  nes’er  can  lloiirish  on  the  same 
••nil  w ith  iy, 1 1 ora i ice. ' ’ Februars'  IS,  I S , ( iol- 
sliall sold  out  1 1 > ( iei  irne  \|  Miller  a nil  F.dsva  rd 
S.  I 'a  ns  en , ss  ho  published  it  until  h'ebruars'  22, 
bS.'l  I,  as  the  Ti  ir/sl/ii ri/h  ,/onrmd  mill  I man 
('<>1111/1/  . U/ru(-n/r,  ss  lien  it  ssas  also  discontinued. 

I lie  Less  isburgll  I humeral  ssas  the  next  can- 
didate for  public  favor.  It  ssas  first  issued  .lime 
lid,  IS by  (ieorne  It.  Uarrett,  from  an  olliee 
on  Market  St  reel,  bet  ween  Front  and  Whiter 
Streets,  and  ssas  a neat  lis’e-eolumn  folio.  lie 
declared  that  “Wo  ssill  t lie  people’s  right  main- 
tain —unbought  l>s'  gold,  unbribed  Iw  gain.” 
file  people  cs'identlv  did  not  appreciate  his 
ellorls,  as,  in  his  issiis  March  I’d,  iS.'lli,  lie  en- 
treats them  to  bring  in  xvood  ton  subscription) 
so  that  lie  could  svarm  his  lingers.  before  the 
volume  was  full,  in  Mas',  lN.'iti,  the  paper  passed 
assay,  even  svarm  lingers  being  insuHicieiil  to 
keep  it  alive  when  more  substantial  means  xvore 
svanting. 

flic  next  paper  was  the  Lessisbiirgh  Slauditrd, 
December  7,  |S.‘>7,  and  I >.  (I.  Fitch  ssas  the 
editor.  In  polities  it  professed  to  be  neutral, 
hut  the  fbllosving  year  advocated  the  election  of 
Dorter  lor  ( iovornor.  September  1,  the 

paper  passed  into  the  hands  of  II.  L.  Diell'en- 
baeli,  svlio  changed  the  name  to  the  Lewisbnrgh 
SUiudo.rd  ami  I he  Jlu/ju/a  iJeiimei’ulio  JAinncr  ; 
hut  even  this  long  title  could  not  keep  it  alive, 
and  at  the  end  ol  three  months,  Deeembei  I I, 
this  Democratic  paper  ceased  to  exist, 


Dicllenbaeh  removing  to  a neighboring  county 
to  lake  charge  of  a | >;i| icr  t lu  re. 

Meant  ime  the  publication  ol  the  first  Whig 
or  anti- Democratic  paper  had  taken  place,  Au- 
gust 7,  IS.'kS,  as  till!  I'e.aiile'ti  Adcaeale;  and 
thus,  for  I lie  first  time,  bn  a little  more  than  a 
sear,  Iss’o  papers  ssere  published  in  the  borough. 
The  printer  ssas  William  < F.  Thomas,  anil 
Jonas  Kelehner  ssas  the  editor.  lie  had  also 
the  editorial  charge  of  a paper  at  Milton,  which 
ssas  issued  on  Thursday,  while  the  .1  drocalc 
appeared  esers  Saturday  until  April  Id,  I .X  1 1 , 
xx  lien  its  publication  ceased  and  the  subscrip- 
tion-list ssas  transferred  to  the  Union  Shir,  of 
Ness  Derliu.  in  the  last  issue  the  announce- 
ment ol  the  death  of  President,  llarrisuii  was 
appropriately  made,  the  xx  hole  paper  appearing 
in  mourning.  Kelehner  ssas  a sailing  man  of 
ability,  but  did  not  loi ig si irs  is'e  his  paper,  dying 
at  llu*  age  id  thirl  s'-live  s ears. 

I lie  borough  xxu'  noxv  again  without  a paper 
until  September  I,  I X 1 1 , ss  lien  the  I mhpeiulcnt 
I Voss  appeared  under  t he  proprietorship  of  S.  Iv. 
Sxx'colman  and  D.  ( ).  F.  Maze,  ssitli  Ssseelman 
as  the  editor.  In  IS  Id  he  associated  d.  If. 
Jiuseh  ss  itli  him  as  an  editor,  but  their  com- 
bined forces  lai  led  t < > keep  l he  Independent  a live, 
and  its  career  ssas  terminated  December  lli, 
18  Id.  This  ss  as  the  first  attempt  to  publish  a 
neutral  paper,  and  was  even  less  successful  than 
a partisan  sheet. 

Another  interval  lid  loss  ed,  i n ssliieh  no  paper 
ssas  published  in  the  town,  but  the  time  ssas 
near  at  hand  ss  hen  the  ./Voss'  should  become 
permanently  established.  September  2b,  184.'), 
the  LcwiUnmjh  Chronicle  made  its  appearance 
as  a Democratic  sheet,  edited  by  W.  1>.  Shriller 
and  S.  A.  Durkenbine ; and  although  there 
have  been  changes  of  ownership  and  polities, 
the  paper  has  since  regularly  appeared,  a Hording 
a weekly  record  of  events  of  this  part  of  the 
country.  Like  the  lirst  pronounced  Demo- 
cratic pap  t,  it  declared  its  purpose  as  lol loss's  : 
“ Here  shall  the  Cress  the  people’s  rights  main- 
tain, unaxved  by  influence  and  nnbribed  by 
gain.”  At  the  end  of  the  first  half-year  Jlurk- 
enbine  retired,  and  the  paper  ssas  conducted 
by  \\  . I ».  Shrineralone  asthe  I jeirishun/h  Chron- 
icle, until  dune  2(i,  18  17,  svhen  he  adileil  the 
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name  “ and  I nion  ('otiuly  (i cncrat  Adarlini'r 
in  (In;  title.  Kni- a I line  Samuel  Shriner  assisted 
In  the  | > 1 1 1 ) 1 i < *a  I ion,  ami  J leocmber  US,  IS  17, 
tin.'  i >; i j x ■ r \va>  snlil  out  to  ( ).  ,\.  Worden,  who 
made  it  i 1 1< I «-| >ei i< I ei 1 1 in  polities  and  modified  the 
name  to  the  Larmhuri/h  (lironicle  and  the  1 1 on/ 
Untuck  General  Adrerlini'r.  So  he  continued 
il  until  Mav  IS  111,  when  he  again  changed 
the  name  to  the  Leiri.s/ni  ri/h  ( hruuic/e  mu I the 
1 1 ’< '.it  Untuck  Farmer,  a depart  incut  lor  agri- 
culturists Indue-  opened.  January  'J,  I Sot),  II. 

( '.  Iliekok  lieeame  the  editor,  and  Worden  de- 
voted 1 1 i nisei  C to  t he  pit  I dishing  part  of  the  busi- 
ness, the  result  being  an  exeel  lent  paper.  In 
the  campaign  of  I S 5 2 each  party  had  its  own 
column,  and  thus  both  Whigs  and  Democrats 
were  accommodated,  these  features  being  dis- 
continued November  1 '1,  1852.  Iliekok  hav- 
ing been  appointed  deputy  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  byCovcrnor  Pollock 
in  1855,  John  R.  Cornelius  became  the  editor, 
January  1,  I Sod,  and  Iliekok  sustained  the 
relation  of  corresponding  editor  until  the  I oil  ow- 
ing vear,  while  W orden  continued  as  publisher. 
In  the  “Free-Soil  movement  the  paper  was 
arrayed  on  the  side  of  that  party,  supporting 
Fremont  for  president  in  lSdti,  and  has  since 
been  the  organ  of  the  Republican  party.  Janu- 
ary 10,  !Sd7,  th o Chronicle  purchased  the  inter- 
ests of  the  American  Flay,  which  had  been 
published  nine  months  at  New  Berlin,  by  Col- 
onel Fd.  Smith,  and  (he  latter  became  an  asso- 
ciate editor  of  the  < ’ lironicle  until  his  retirement, 
M arch  20,  lSd7,  on  account  of  other  duties  at  | 
New  Merlin.  On  May  2,  ISdll,  the  firm  became 
the  owner  of  the  I 'nion  ( 'aunty  Star,  at  that  time 
published  at  New  Berlin,  by  Samuel  11.  Orwig, 
and  consolidated  the  two  papers  under  the  name 
of  the  t'nion  County  Star  and  Leiris/mryh 
Chronicle.  The  Star  was  the  oldest  paper  in 
the  county,  having  been  established  at  Milllin- 
burg  in  March,  PS1  I,  by  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Jr.,  and  was  removed  to  New  Merlin  when  the 
county-seat  was  located  there.  It  had  many 
owners  until  its  final  disposition  at  Lewisburgh. 
January  I,  1805,  ( ).  N.  W orden  sold  out  to 
John  It.  Cornelius,  and  the  latter  has  since  had 
exclusive  control  of  the  paper,  which,  soon  after 
his  accession,  changed  the  name  to  the  Larin-  j 


bttryh  C lironicle , only,  which  title  has  .since 
designated  it.  The  olliee  of  publication  is  op- 
posite the  court-house,  on  Second  Street,  and  its 
business  appears  established  on  a permanent 
basis.  Mr.  Cornelius  is  the  veteran  newspaper 
man  of  the  borough,  and  one  ol  the  oldest  on 
the  West  Mraneli. 

In  |S|.)  It  1.  Neshil  A'  ('o.  published  the 
I / ii inurisl , a small  sheet,  whose  scope  was  indi- 
cated by  its  name.  “It  had  a short  but  merry 
life,’’  the  editors  being  repaid  by  the  Inn  they 
got  out  of  the  enterprise.  March  20,  DSol, 
Nesbit  began  the  publication  of  a more  sub- 
stantial paper,  called  the  t 'nion  II  eddy  II/////, 
which  was  a we  11 -edited  paper;  but,  not  being 
properly  encouraged,  it  was  suspended  July  22, 
1852. 

The  Guardian , a literary  monthly  magazine, 
edited  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Ilarbaugh,  was  li r-t 
issued  January,  1 850,  and  printed  at  the  olliee 
of  the  Chronicle  until  the  following  year,  when 
the  Rev.  Ilarbaugh  removing  to  Lancaster, 
transferred  the  olliee  of  publication  to  that 
place.  Later  the  Guardian  wras  adopted  as 
one  of  the  standard  publications  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  it  has  since  been  issued 
from  the  publishing  office  at  Philadelphia. 

The  Lciein/turi/h  Democrat  was  issued  Octo- 
ber 1,  1 850,  by  Samuel  Shriner,  its  editor  and 
proprietor,  at  one  dollar  per  year.  It  was  a 
large,  well-edited  paper,  but,  notwithstanding 
its  cheapness,  failed  to  obtain  a permanent 
foothold,  and  was  obliged  to  discontinue  in 
1854.  In  1855  I).  C.  Kitchen  and  John  ITar- 
beson  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  revive 
the  [taper,  but  in  the  summer  of  that  year  the 
effort  was  given  up  as  fruitless,  and  the  sub- 
scription list  was  transferred  to  the  rival  paper 
which  had  just  been  started. 

The  (inion  . I /■////#,  a Democratic  sheet,  \va> 
established  July  .'51,  1855,  by  F.  M.  Ziebach 
and  Peter  Stout.  At  the  end  of  three  months 
Stout  sold  out  his  interest  to  J.  Merrill  Linn, 
w ho  remained  on  the  paper  some- months,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  II.  WL  Crotzer,  the  firm  be- 
coming Ziebach  A Crotzer.  My  them  the  paper 
was  published  until  August,  1850,  when  they 
sold  the  material  to  a party,  who  shipped  it  to 
I the  West.  An  interval  of  a few  weeks  followed 
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in  whirl)  (here  was  no  Demoeralir,  pupcM*  in  the 
borough,  when  Trueman  II.  Uurdy  organized  a 
Murk  company  lor  the  purpose  of  re-establish- 
ing the  Ary  us  and  continuing  it  as  a Demo- 
cratic sheet.  lie  succeeded,  and  the  paper  was 
a^iiin  regularly  issued  after  the  latter  part  of 
August,  1856,  and  from  that  time  until  De- 
cember 20,  1 8li(),  T.  II.  Purdy  conducted  the 
An/us  for  the  proprietors.  lie  was  succeeded 
bv  * I . Al.  Baum  as  publisher  and  A.  II.  Dill 
a-  associate  editor,  the  hitter  retiring  at  the 
cad  of  a few  months,  leaving  Mr.  Baum  alone 
until  his  death,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  when  d. 
0.  Wincgardcn  and  Jacob  "Wolfe  were  elected 
as  editors  and  publishers.  "Wolfe  soon  retired, 
leaving  the  Aryus  in  charge  of  Wincgardcn, 
who  edited  the  paper  until  December,  1864, 
when  publication  was  suspended,  the  office 
being  left  on  the  hands  of  the  association. 

In  the  course  of  a few  months  the  stock- 
holders decided  to  place  the  office  in  the  hands 
of  J.  E.  Eiehholtz,  who  used  the  same  to  start 
the  Lewisburyh  Journal,  of  which  lie  issued  the 
first  number  July  11),  1865.  After  publishing 
it  about  six  months  he  turned  it  over  to  Fran- 
cis Graves,  who  published  the  Journal  from 
January,  1866,  until  May,  1867.  After  being 
at  its  head  a short  time,  his  successor,  Levi 
Sterner,  turned  the  paper  over  to  C.  B.  McGin- 
lev,  who  had  purchased  the  interests  of  the 
,'toek holders,  and  who  published  the  paper  until 
April  I,  1871,  at  which  time  F.  ().  Whitman 
became  the  proprietor  of  the  establishment, 
lie  also  assumed  editorial  charge,  and  issued 
the  Journal  until  May,  1875,  when  he  sold  out 
to  IT.  IT.  Mercer  and  J.  D.  Bishcl,  who  had  the 
paper  two  months,  when  it  reverted  to  F.  O. 
Whitman,  who  has  since  conducted  it  with  sig- 
nal  success  as  the  exponent  of  the  true  Democ- 
racy. The  Journal  has  had  a checkered  exist- 
ence, but  has  attained  a paying  position,  and  is 
now  enjoying  its  brightest  days. 

Tlir.  Saturday  Notes  dales  its  existence  from 
January  15,  1882,  when  a small  weekly  was 
issued  by  J.  C.  Shamp  and  B.  K.  Focht,  as  the 
Loral  News.  In  July  of  the  same  year  it  was 
enlarged  and  added  Lewisbu  ryh  to  its  name.  In 
this  form  it  appeared  until  January,  1888,  when 
Shamp  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  B.  K. 


Focht  became  the  sole  proprietor,  although 
being  but  nineteen  years  of  age.  lie  enlarged 
his  paper  to  a sheet  thirty  by  fifty,  forty  columns, 
and  adopted  the  present  name.  The  paper  is  in- 
dependent in  politics,  and  devoted  to  the  dis- 
semination of  local  news.  The  office  is  well 
equipped,  and  has  for  its  motor  steam-power, 
being  the  only  one  in  the  county  thus  supplied. 

Science  and  Health,  a well  edited  class  peri- 
odical, was  published  one  year,  from  July,  1880, 
to  June,  1881,  by  its  editor,  Prof.  George  G. 
Groff.  The  magazine  was  received  with  con- 
siderable favor,  but  its  support  not  being  com- 
mensurate with  its  merits,  it  was  decided  to  dis- 
continue at  the  end  of  the  first  volume. 

HOC  I ETIKS. 

Charity  Lodge,  No.  144,  A.  Y.  M.,  was 
instituted  under  a charter  granted  February  5, 
1816,  to  Joseph  Kerr,  W.  M.;  John  Miller,  S. 
\\  .;  David  Rittenhouse,  J.  W.;  James  Moody, 
Daniel  Bright,  Robert  Gray,  John  Liebsworth 
and  James  Hutchinson.  The  first  meetings 
were  held  at  Milton,  Pa.,  but  on  the  18th  of 
June,  1844,  the  lodge  was  removed  to  Lewis- 
burgh,  where  it  has  since  remained.  At  that 
time  the  principal  officers  were  Jackson  Mc- 
Fadden,  W.  M.;  Amos  Witter,  S.  W.;  and  A. 
D.  Patterson,  J.  AY.  These  offices  were  filled 
in  1886,  by  D.  H.  Getz,  F.  Halfpenny  and  T. 
X.  Reber,  respectively. 

The  above  is  the  only  Masonic  body  in  the 
borough,  the  nearest  chapter  being  at  A\  at- 
sontown,  and  the  nearest  council  at  Blooms- 
burgli,  at  which  place  is  also  a consistory  of  the 
A.  A.  S.  R.  The  nearest  commandery  of 
Knights  Templar  is  at  Danville. 

Buffalo  Valley  Excam  jam ext,  No.  157, 
I.  O.  of  O.  F.,  was  chartered  May  25,  1867, 
and  its  first  officers  were, — C.  P.,  I.  S.  Sterner; 
IT.  Ik,  D.  Oswald;  S.  AY.,  W.  D.  Snvder;  J. 
AY.,  E.  Straub;  Scc’y,  Solomon  Young;  Treas., 
C.  C.  Shockley;  Guardian,  W.  I*.  Reiley. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  encampment 
the  following  have  been  the  Past  Chief  Patri- 
archs: A.  Reidabaugh,  D.  P.  Higgins,  C.  h\ 
Ludwig,  Edward  AAMlfc,  Daniel  Xahle,  A. 
Biehle,  I.  C.  Harvey,  J.  AY.  AYensel,  Jacob 
I lower,  John  S.  Yoder,  J.  M.  P l'oss,  Solomon 
Young,  I.  S.  Sterner  and  D.  Reidabaugh. 
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JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  UN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


In  I 885  twenty-live  members  were  reported 
and  (lie  following  officers:  C.  V.,-).  I ’.  Mc- 

Clure; H.  P.,  Daniel  Kalile;  S.  V.,  (J.  F. 
Lindig;  J.  W.,  S.  Voting1;  See’v,  J.  M.  Dross; 
Trcas.,  D.  D.  1 1 iggi  ns. 

LKwrsmittcir  Loihjk,  No.  90,  L O.  of  ().  I’., 
was  inslituted  April  15,  IK-1  I,  with  die  follow- 
ing; ollieers  : X.  G.,  I>.  MeLauglin  ; V.  < i., 
Henry  (iibson;  See.,  dames  S.  Kelley;  Asst. 
See.,  Nathan  Miteliell;  Trees.,  U.  I!.  ('Iirist. 
The  meeting's  were  held  respective  I v in  Grier’s 
building,  Penny’s,  Bause’s  and  Music  Hall.  In 
1875  the  present  hall  in  Ritter’s  block  was  fit- 
ted up.  Since  the  organization  of  the  lodge 
eighteen  members  in  good  standing;  have  died, 

O o’ 

leaving  the  present  number  belonging  sixty- 
nine.  At  tin’s  time  the  officers  are, — X.  (}., 
G.  M.  Fool  it ; \ . ( i.,  \Y . F.  Yoder;  See., 
J.  M.  Dross;  Asst.  See.,  \V.  Maurer;  Trcas., 
d . I lower. 

Avimjkw  (initial  Tivk  Fit  Dost,  Xn.  5*2,  (I. 
A.  11.,  was  mustered  by  Captain  Darks,  of  Se- 
lin’s (irove,  at  the  office  of  d.  M.  Linn,  April 
2,  I807,on  the  application  of  the  following: 
d.  M.  Linn,  doll n V.  M i Her,  D.  11.  M i Her,  Thomas 
Church,  d.  K.  Mertz,  d,  D.  llrooke,  ( ieorge  V . 
Sehocli,  T.  D.  Wagner,  V . L.  Donaehv,  W.  L. 
Amnions,  d.  MeLadden,  It.  S.  Craliam,  S.  A. 
Deed,  d.  Jl.  Linn.  On  the  1-ltli  of  October, 
1 801),  the  post,  which  was  known  up  to  that 
date  as  No.  52,  adopted  the  name  of  Spy k or 
Craliam,  in  connection  with  its  number,  and 
retained  it  until  December  20,  1879,  when  the 
present  name  Mas  adopted.  Since  its  organiza- 
tion the  meetings  of  the  post  have  mainly  been 
attended  with  interest,  and  in  March,  1880, 
there  was  a membership  of  one  hundred  com- 
rades, whose  lieadipiarters  were  in  a neat  hall 
in  the  Music  Mali  building.  The  principal 
ollieers  are,  — Commander,  .1.  U.  llrooke; 
Senior  Vice-Commander,  d.  Gcllinger  ; -Junior 
Vice-Commander,  I.  II.  Wagner;  Adjutant, 
W.  L.  Donaehy  ; Chaplain,  Norman  Hall.  The 
post  lias  a local  ladies’  auxiliary,  organized  in 
1885,  which  has  been  instrumental  in  contrib- 
uting to  the  funds  of  the  society,  and  assisted 
the  post  in  attaining  its  present  vigorous  condi- 
tion. 

Lewishukoii  Council,  No.  918,  Royal 


A ti< .'AN cm. — This  is  a now  body,  organized 
February  I,  188(5,  Mill)  eighteen  charter  mem- 
bers. The  meetings  of  the  order  have  devel- 
oped so  much  interest  that  its  future  as  one  of 
the  beneficial  societies  of  the  place  appears  well 
assured. 

About  the  same  time  a lodge  of  Knights  of 
Labor  was  instituted  at  Lewisburgh,  which  h:i> 
a large  and  rapidly  increasing  membership.  Its 
meetings  arc  held  weekly  in  a large  room  in 
the  II  ayes  block. 

lit io  Buffalo  Mills. — Andrew  Fnsworlli 
built  a tannery  in  1 800,  and  sold  it  to  James 
Geddes,  February  3,  1807.  This  tannery  was 
conducted  by  NcvinsA:  Murray,  Levi  -Sternerand 
Franklin  Spyker,  who,  in  1 857,  enlarged  it  into 
a steam  tannery,  with  fifteen  horse-power  steam- 
engine  and  twenty-five  additional  vats,  at  a cost 
of  four  thousand  dollars.  ( hi  September  20, 
1870,  it  became  vested  in  I.  T.  Kirkpatrick  A: 
Co.,  of  Dhiladel phia,  who  sold  it  to  Henry  It. 
front,  of  Berks  County.  The  tannery  was  burned 
while,  he  owned  it.  The  site  of  it  was  purchased 
in  May,  188-3,  by  the  Bullalo  Milling  Company 
(Limited),  and  mills  were  built  which  are  now 
among  the  finest  in  the  "State  of  Hennsyl vania. 
This  company  is  composed  of  Jeremiah  Taylor, 
William  A.  Marr,  Esq.,  John  Hunter,  II.  11. 
Heaton,  of  Ashland  ; William  II.  Heimelreicli, 
George  S.  Matlack,  John  II.  Fullmer,  Lewis- 
burgh  ; William  Follmer,  Milton  ; and  Cyrus 
Holla.  Hoffa,  Hunter,  Heaton,  Matlack  and 
Follmer  are  the  directors,  Hoffa  being  man- 
ager and  treasurer,  and  Matlack  secretary. 
The  trade-mark  of  the  flour  here  manufactured 
is  “ Oriole.” 

There  is  a railroad  switch  by  which  cars  can 
be  brought  to  this  mill  from  either  of  the  rail- 
roads. The  building  is  live  stories  high,  and 
is  one  hundred  and  twenty  lent  long,  fifty  wide 
and  seventy  high,  up  to  the  top  of  the  cupolas. 

Till-:  I a ; w ism  ’ in  1 1 1 F<  iiimuiy. — I n the  spring 
of  1838  Nathan  Mitchell,  a native  of  Vermont, 
came  to  Lewisburgh,  and,  w ith  the  co-operation 
of  Reter  Xevius,  established  a general  foundry 
on  the  corner  of  St.  Lewis  and  Front  Streets, 
purchasing  for  this  purpose  the  old  Methodist 
Church.  Farm  machinery  and  ordinary  eastings 
were  made  until  1841,  when  they  began  mak- 


.:•>  .»jb  Xo  M: ujlU  'u!'I 

1 1 ‘ I I 'i  *1  rum  (V  I 

llj  A ni/.  <«  -n-.t  ri  ! i;  . , } ,,  • 


■ 


’J-jV/rx  f— ;|  idv  " j 1 . .in  i j 1 1 ■■■  ■ ; ; ,*i  i • ••,  , f ! f » , , i : 

>•'/  i !'!>''•!  • 7)  him  J ijjil* 

(M  ) 


Kjiir,Il  : ■< ! >>-,(  > h,  j!|i  £ 

; 


UNION  COUNTY. 


1 269 


ing  (Ik*  east ings  for  (lie  I lathaway  stoves,  :it  that 
lime  being  inf  rod  need  in  lliiis  region  by  Koyal 
I lathaway  and  damns  S.  Marsh.  The  following 
vear  Nathan  Mitchell  heeaine  the  owner  of 
Hathaway’s  interest  in  this  patent  and  began 
manufacturing  the  stoves  on  a large  scale,  en- 
larging the  old  church  and  increasing  the  work- 
ing capacity  of  the  foundry,  so  that  at  one  time 
thirty  men  were  employed.  In  18-15  Mitchell 
moved  to  Hartley  township,  where  he  became 
interested  in  the  Berlin  Iron-Works,  selling  his 
interest  in  the  Lewisburgh  Foundry  to  Samuel 
(ieddes,  and  the  linn  now  became  Geddes  & 
Marsh.  In  1852  the  manufacture  of  the  Hus- 
sey reaper  was  here  begun  and  continued  until 
Marsh  himself  patented  a reaper  with  a revolv- 
ing rake,  in  18(58,  which  became  popular  wher- 
ever introduced.  James  S.  Marsh  A Co.  became 
the  sole  owners  of  the  works  in  October,  1858, 
and  continued  business  until  the  buildings  were 
destroyed  by  lire,  on  the  night  of  September  1 4, 
1878.  The  works  were  not  rebuilt  and  the 
site  has  not  since  been  used  for  manufacturing 
purposes. 

The  Central  Manufacturing  Company. 
— In  1849  Daniel  Bogar  built  a foundry  and 
machine-shop  at  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Market 
Streets,  Lewisburgh.  He  was  followed  by  Christ 
F McFadden  ; they  by  Frick  A Lilly.  In  18(50 
Id  I i Slifer,  Johnson  Walls,  Joseph  W.  Shriner, 
Samuel  Geddes  and  S.  W.  Murray,  under  the 
name  Of  Slifer,  W alls,  Shriner  A Co.,  started 
the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements,  and 
rented  this  property  from  \\  illiam  Frick,  the 
owner.  They  employed  twenty  men,  and  built 
one  hundred  and  fifty  reapers  and  mowers  the 
first  year.  The  shops  were  under  the  charge  of 
S.  I).  Bates,  as  superintendent.  The  production 
was  doubled  every  year  until  1803,  when  the 
partnership  was  dissolved.  Mr.  Thomas  How- 
ard, who  had  joined  the  firm  in  18(52,  and  S.  W. 
Murray  retired.  In  I S ( 5 1 W.  C.  Duncan  was 
admitted  into  the  linn,  and  in  18(55  they  bought 
Ualmer’s  plan i ng-i i till  and  lands  adjoining  and 
erected  thereon  buildings  having  a floor-space  of 
over  twenty-nine  thousand  square  feet,  with 
tools  and  room  to  employ  about  one  hundred 
men.  In  January,  18(J(5,  the  partnership  was 
merged  into  a slock  company,  under  the  name 


of  the  Slifer,  Walls  A Shriner  Manufacturing 
Company,  with  lion.  Fli  Slifer  as  president, 
Johnson  Walls,  treasurer;  J.  \Y.  Shriner,  gen- 
eral agent;  8.  D.  Bates,  superintendent;  and 
Samuel  Geddes,  secretary.  Capital  stock,  sev- 
enty-five thousand  dollars.  From  that  time  to 
the  present  (188(5)  the  company  has  been  build- 
ing the  Buckeye  mower  and  reaper.  In  187  1 
the  name  of  tlu;  company  was  changed  to  the 
Central  Manufacturing  Company.  The  present 
officers  arc : Hon.  A.  II.  Dill,  president  ; W.C. 
Duncan,  treasurer;  8.  D.  Bates,  superintendent. 
It  is  estimated  that  if  all  the  machines  built  by 
this  company  were  put  in  a row  they  would 
reach  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles 
in  length.  They  are  distributed  from  Norway 
and  Sweden  to  California  and  Oregon. 

IT, A x i \< i-M i els. — In  1 857  Palmer  A Bro. 
bought  the  unoccupied  lots  where  the  ( 'en- 
tral  Foundry  now  stands,  and  built  and  operated 
the  mill  until  the  death  of  M r.  Palmer,  in  18(50. 
The  old  site  of  the  foundry,  on  corner  of  Sixth 
and  Market,  was  converted  into  a planing-mill, 
md  operated  by  Long  & Wolfe  and  Hippie  for 
a number  of  years.  It  was  bought  at  the  sale 
of  the  assignees  of  Long  by  A.  II.  Dill,  C.  II. 
Hassenplug,  John  K.Ivremer  and  John  C.  Smith . 
fhe  Lewisburgh  Armory  bought  the  building 
in  1884,  but  finding  after  two  years  that  tliev 
could  not  handle  it,  they  sold  it  back,  and  a 
company  from  Watsontown,  one  of  whom  was 
James  Christie,  an  old-time  resident  of  Lewis- 
burgh, have  rehabilitated  the  place  into  a plan- 
ing-mill, starting  January  J,  188G. 

Nai  i,- Works. — In  1883  a number  of  skilled 
workmen  from  Milton,  Harrisburg  and  other 
places  desired  to  erect  a rolling-mill  and  nail- 
factory.  The  many  advantages  of  Lewisburgh 
were  presented.  Messrs.  Purdy,  Backus  and 
shipmau,  the  owners  of  the  new  addition  to 
Lewisburgh,  offered  to  donate  the  necessary 
ground  and  the  citizens  tendered  a bonus  of 
three  thousand  dollars  and  agreed  to  take 
twenty  thousand  dollars  of  first  mortgage  bonds 
to  be  placed  upon  the  plant.  Phis  offer  was 
accepted  and  on  March  3,  1884,  the  company 
was  organized  and  incorporated  as  the  Lewis- 
burgh Nail- Works. 

I'lie  buildings  were  erected  in  1884,  and 
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in  November  of  tluit  year  the  first  nails 
were  cut.  The  works  are  situated  near 
the  Heading  Railroad.  11  ic  capital  stock 
was  increased  and  several  enterprising  citizens 
took  stock  and  became  interested  in  the  enter- 
prise. Shortly  after  the  works  started  largo 
additions  to  the  plant  were  made.  Eighteen 
new  nail -machines,  a double  puddling  furnace' 
and  other  machinery  were  added.  The  main 
building  is  two  hundred  and  thirteen  by  seventy 
feet.  flie  latest  improved  machinery  is  in  use 
and  the  mill  is  equipped  with  everything  neces- 
sarv  to  produce  cut  nails  and  spikes  of  various 
'sizes.  About  three  hundred  kegs  of  nails  and 
spikes  are  produced  daily.  The  works  have 
been  in  constant  operation  since  they  were 
started.  About  one  hundred  and  thirty  hands 
are  employed,  whose  monthly  wages  amount  to 
about  live  thousand  dollars.  A large  ware- 
house for  the  storage  of  nails  is  now  under  con- 
tract and  will  be  built  at  once. 

The  officers  of  this  company  arc  Thomas  II. 
Croft,  president  and  superintendent  ; Jonathan 
Wolfe,  treasurer ; and  Milo  Purdy,  secretary, 
and  a board  of  thirteen  directors. 

Musser’s  I Iosiery-Factory. — The  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  hose  and  mittens  was 
begun  in  October,  1880,  by  Joseph  Musser,  on 
Fifth  Street,  one  machine  being  used.  Ilis 
work  was  so  well  done  that  his  business  expan- 
ded until  he  has  in  operation  lifteen  Branson 
knitting-machines  and  the  necessary  machinery 
for  finishing  up  the  work,  the  power  being  fur- 
nished by  a Webster  motor.  The  goods  are 
manufactured  of  Saxony  wool  and  silk,  a 
specialty  being  made  of  the  latter.  Employ- 
ment is  given  to  twelve  girls,  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  proprietor,  .Joseph  Musser. 

Tin-:  Boat-Yard. — -In  April,  1850,  Frick 
SI i I'er  A;  ( A.  established  a boat-yard  in  Lewis- 
burgh.  Wm.  Frick  and  Eli  Sliler  bought  from 
the  heirs  of  Wm.  Ilayes  two  acres,  June  15, 
1852,  and  of  Christopher  Seiler,  the  square 
above,  April  10,  1855;  then  In  1800,  Philip 
Billmycr  became  a partner,  under  the  name  of 
Frick,  Billmycr  A Co.  In  1801,  it,  became 
Billmycr,  Nogel  A Co.  In  July,  1805,  A.  H. 
Dill,  became  a member  of  the  linn,  under  the 
name  ol  Billmycr,  Nogel  A t 'o.,  and  successively 


there  were  added  as  partners,  August  12,  1807, 
Clarence  Nogel;  April  I,  1870,  M.  Reese  Bill; 
May  1,  1871,  George  S.  Matlaek.  This  was 
dissolved  in  1872,  becoming  Billmycr,  Dill  A 
Co.,  and  that  was  dissolved  by  other  parties 
retiring.  Under  the  name  of  P.  Billmycr  A 
Co.  the  partners  were  P.  Billmycr,  Wm.  B. 

I limmclreieh,  T.  < ).  Lereli,  (ieo.  S.  Matlaek, 
llenry  Wolfe.  Mr.  Billmycr  died  September 
l,  1805,  but  the  linn  remains  with  the  interest 
of  the  decedent  in  it.  They  have  been  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  bill-timber  and 
building  of  boats,  during  that  long  period,  em- 
ploying, on  an  average,  one  hundred  hands. 

Lkwisiurgii  Mrsic  Ham.  was  built  in  18(h), 
by  II.  G.  Swartz,  at  a cost  of  about  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  is  an  imposing  brick  edifice, 
two  stories  high,  having  a front  of  fiftv-sevcii 
feet  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  deep.  The 
lower  story  was  designed  for  a market-house 
and  used  as  such  a short  time  with  unsatisfac- 
tory results  ; subsequently  was  changed  to  two 
large  business  rooms,  each  having  an  office  in 
front.  Between  them  is  a wide  stairway  lead- 
ing to  the  upper  halls,  which  consist  of  Music 
Hall  proper,  with  a capacity  for  one  thousand 
persons  and  three  smaller  halls,  the  largest  be- 
ing occupied  by  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic. 

In  1872  this  property  was  sold  at  sheriff's 
sale  and  purchased  by  the  Music  Hall  Associa- 
tion, composed  of  J.  C.  Bucher,  J.  T.  Baker, 
Linn  A Dill,  John  C.  Smith,  Sanuicl  Blair,  J. 
F.  Duncan,  G.  B.  Miller,  Levi  Ryoke,  W.  II. 
Marr,  Wm.  Jones,  the  latter  becoming  the  man- 
ager. 

This  association  improved  the  property  in 
1877,  at  an  expense  of  several  thousand  dollars, 
and  erected  the  tower  on  top  of  the  building, 
which  has  added  to  its  attractiveness.  The  hall 
needs  remodeling,  but  in  general  appearance  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  interior  of  the  State. 

The  M ii.itary. — The  first  volunteer  mili- 
tary company  was  formed  within  (he  borough 
sixty  years  ago,  with  Jackson  McFadden  as  the 
captain.  It  was  called  the  “ Lewisburgh 
Guards”  and  numbered  forty-five  men.  This 
was  followed  by  the  “ Lewisburgh  Infantrv,” 
under  the  same  captain,  and  was  maintained  in 
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i llii 'ii'iK'Y  until  Gnlnnel  Me Fatltlcn  was  elected 
liriciule  inspector.  Ilie  colonel  died  in  I SOI. 

The  present  military  is  Company  A,  Twelfth 
KVgimenL  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  en- 
listed in  March,  1884,  of  whom  General  John 
1.  Gregg',  late  of  the  regular  army,  is  the  cap- 
tain ; J.  P.  Brooke,  first  lieutenant;  Geo.  S. 
Mat  lack,  second  lieutenant. 

A lot  was  rented  -of  Mrs.  Harvey  on  South 
Third  Street,  on  which  has  been  erected  a very 
line  armory,  eighty  by  sixty,  with  a drill-room 
of  sixty  feet  square,  which  was  completed  for 
use  in  February,  188(3. 

The  Pkeshytekian  Ciluiich. — Ludwig 
Derr  executed  a deed  on  the  2lith  of  March, 
1780,  to  William  Gray,  Walter  Clark  and 
William  Wilson,  in  trust,  for  the  Presbyterian 
roimreaation  in  and  near  Lewisburgh,  for  a Pres- 
hyterian  meeting-house  and  burying-ground. 

In  1833,  by  a deed  dated  13th  of  February, 
William  Hayes  made  a conveyance  of  the  two 
lots  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Front  and  St. 
bewis,  Nos.  314  and  315,  to  Abbott  Green, 
James  Geddes,  William  Hayes,  Alexander  Gra- 
ham, Thomas  Clingan,  Thomas  Vanvalzah  and 
William  L.  Harris,  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  a recital  that 
contains  the  constitution  of  the  church,  reserving 
the  right  of  property  in  the  lots  and  the  church 
erected  thereon,  exclusively. 

A church  building  was  completed  on  the  31st 
of  July,  1833,  and  on  the  1th  of  August,  Rev. 
Mr.  Hood  preached  the  first  sermon  on  the 
text, — “ Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it 
holy,”  and  preached  his  last  sermon  as  pastor 
February  30,  1834. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  subscribers  who 
met  at  General  Abbott  Green’s  house  April  ti, 
1833,  and  who  were  some  of  the  original  mem- 
bers: William  Hayes,  Alexander  Graham, 
Thomas  Howard,  Hugh  Wilson,  Thomas  Mc- 
Guire, James  Geddes,  James  Dale,  Thomas 
Clingan,  Abbott  Green,  W illiam  Wilson,  James 
Harris,  Flavel  Clingan,  Robert  H.  Laird,  Dr. 
Thomas  Vanvalzah,  Daniel  Nesbit,  Alexander 
McClure  and  James  F.  Linn. 

The  following-named  persons  were  the  first 
ruling  elders:  Thomas  Clingan,  Robert  II. 
Baird,  William  Nesbit,  Fsq.,  James  F.  Linn. 


September  1st,  Robert  II.  Laird  and  James 
F.  Linn  were  ordained  by  Mr.  Hood.  W il- 
liam Nesbit  and  Thomas  Clingan  had  been 
before  ordained  ruling  elders — the  former  at 
Milton,  the  latter  at  Buffalo.  'This  organiza- 
tion Mr.  Hood  reported  to  Presbytery  Oc- 
tober 1st,  at  Williamsport. 

The  following  persons  and  children  were 
baptized  by  the  Rev.  David  Kirkpatrick,  June 
7,  1834  : Rebecca  McFaddcn,  an  adult;  James 
Frederick  Geddes,  parent,  Mrs.  Henrietta  F. 
Geddes;  Martha  Harris  Wilson,  parents,  Wil- 
liam and  Ann  Wilson;  William  Hayes,  parents, 
Robert  and  Caroline  Hayes;  James  Merrill 
Linn,  parents,  James  F.  and  Margaret  I.  Linn  ; 
William  Harris  Laird,  parents,  Robert  and 
Mariali  Laird;  Thomas  Murray  Nesbit,  par- 
ents, Thomas  and  Mary  J.  Nesbit ; Mary 
Cornelius,  parent,  Sarah  Cornelius. 

On  June  (3th,  after  the  sermon,  the  session, 
was  instituted  and  the  tokens  were  dispensed. 
These  tokens  were  flat  bits  of  lead,  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  long,  half  an  inch  wide  and 
about  one-fourth  of  an  inch  thick,  on  which 
were  stamped  the  letters  P L.  Fvery  one  who 
passed  the  ordeal  of  the  session  received  a token, 
on  the  Sathrday  preceding  the  communion  ser- 
vice, which  only  was  evidence  of  his  right  to  sit 
at  the  communion  table.1 

1 The  letter  here  given  is  from  the  Rev.  Andrew  Rrydie, 
of  Sunbury,  mid  throws  some  light  on  the  origin  of  tokens: 

‘‘  I am  very  doubtful  whether  the  use  of  ‘ Tokens,’  as 
they  used  to  be.  called,  was  ever  more  than  a local  practice 
in  the  Church  of  Scotland.  Like  many  other  usages,  it  had, 
even  in  those  localities  where  it  prevailed,  a comparatively 
recent  origin,  and  one  which  illustrates  how  curiously  a 
foreign  custom  can  naturalize  itself,  so  to  say,  among 
native  usages.  For  example,  what  is  commonly  called  the 
Scottish  version  of  the  Psalms  is  really  a metrical  version 
composed  by  an  Englishman  named  ltous,  and  was  literally 
imposed  on  Scotland  during  the  Cromwellian  interregnum. 
So  the  observance  of  Parish  East  Days  and  liie  services  of 
Saturday  and  Monday,  in  connection  with  the  Lord’s  Sup- 
per, are  traceable  to  foreign  influence  in  Scotland,  and  are 
relics  of  the  Covenant. 

“Similarly,  the  small  leaden  badges,  bearing  generally 
on  the  obverse  the  legend,  ‘ This  do  in  remembrance  of 
Me,’  or,  1 Let  a man  examine  himself,’  and  on  the  reverse, 
the  name  of  the  Parish  Kirk  where  the  token  was  current 
were  introduced  in  certain  districts  of  Scotland  through 
the  Reformed  Church  of  France,  many  members  and 
ministers  of  which  found  a home  in  Scotland  after  the 
Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.” 
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JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Then  flint  Saturday  afternoon,  June  tit li, 
after  service,  the  session  met  at  the  house  of 
James  h'.  Linn,  “when  the  candidates  for  ad- 
mission to  the  Lord’s  table  for  the  first  time  were 
examined,” — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Met 'lure,  Alex- 
ander McClure,  Alexander  Nesbit,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Nesbit,  Mrs.  Sarah  Nesbit,  Elizabeth 
Moore,  Nancy  Uradv,  John  A.  Yanvalzah, 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Yanvalzah,  .lane  Met 'lure,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Cornelius,  Rebecca  McMullen,  James 
Nesbit,  Mariah  Laird  and  Lueretia  Fruit. 

Mrs.  McClure  was  received  on  certificate 
from  Bellefonle,  and  Mrs.  Flemming  and  Ann 
Nesbit  from  Carlisle.  This  first  communion  of 
the  church,  June  8th,  the  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  Rev.  David  Kirkpatrick. 

The  session  invited  the  Rev.  McCreary  to 
officiate  on  probation  until  January  1, 1834, and 
then  asked  him  to  retire  from  the  field,  and  the 
session  reported  in  favor  of  a union  support  of 
a pastor  with  Buffalo,  but  they  could  not  effect 
it.  The  same  was  tried  with  the  W ashington 
Church,  in  White  Deer  V alley,  but  that  came 
to  nought. 

March  (i,  1 834,  the  following  asked  letters 
from  the  Buffalo  Cross-Roads  Church  : Sarah 
Ilayes,  Francis  Wilson,  Mary  Wilson,  Mariah 
M.  Graham,  Mary  Graham,  Wm.  WJlson,  Ann 
Wilson,  Harriet  Yanvalzah,  Jane  W.  Sheller, 
Henrietta  I.  Geddes,  Mary  Nesbit,  John  Nesbit, 
Sarah  Nesbit,  Jonathan  Nesbit,  Margaret 
Housel,  Eleanor  Cameron,  Margaret  Walls, 
Mariah  Laird,  Lueretia  Fruit,  Catharine  Jones, 
Jane  Thompson,  Ruth  Thompson,  Mrs.  Colons 
and  Isabella  Shearer. 

The  pastors  of  this  church  were: 

Phineas  It.  Murr,  installed  November  13,  1834;  re- 
signed April  1,  1852. 

James  Clark,  D.l).,  installed  October  29,  1852;  re- 
signed April  1,  1 857. 

Jacob  W.  E.  Kerr,  installed  November  24,  1858;  re- 
signed October  1,  1850. 

Hugh  iS.  Dickson,  installed  October  15,  18(51;  re- 
signed April  1,  lSdii, 

T.  Madison  Dawson,  installed  June  1 9,  18(it‘>;  re- 
signed May  11,  I8U7. 

benjamin  Townsend  Jones,  installed  October  1X157  ; 
resigned  January  1,  1873. 

Samuel  1 1 . Thompson,  installed  May, 1873;  resigned 
April  20,  1879. 

John  b.  (icier,  installed  November  18,  1885. 


Josephus  D.  Krum,  l).l).,  installed  June  1879;  re- 
signed September  1,  1885. 

On  the  hitter  occasion,  Rev.  Alexander  1>. 
Jack  preached  the  sermon  ; charge  to  the  pas- 
tor, Rev.  Andrew  Brydio;  charge  to  the  people, 
Rev.  Dr.  Nesbit,  of  Lock  Haven. 

In  18f)lj  a new  church  was  built.  The  con- 
gregation authorized  the  Iruslces  to  accept  the 
plan  and  .specifications  ol  a church  submitted  l>\ 
Mr.  Jonathan  Nesbit,  who,  with  Joseph  Ilott- 
sel,  took  the  contract  at  ten  thousand  dollars; 
and  on  the  1 Ith  of  November,  185)7,  the  trus- 
tees settled  with  the  contractors  for  the  sum  of 
$11,504,  and  it  seemed  that  up  to  this  ti me  they 
had  paid  in  cash  $10,318,  leaving  a balance  to 
be  provided  for  $1 1 80.0(5,  which  was  liquidated 
in  cash  and  a note  at  one  year  for  $800.  The 
church  was  repaired  and  painted  in  18G5,  and 
again  in  1885. 

A parsonage  was  built  in  18(59,  at  a cost  of 
about  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Rev.  Rhincas  B.  Marr  was  born  in  1818;  mar- 
ried to  Mary,  daughter  of  Alexander  Graham; 
died  January  27,  1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty -six. 
He  left  to  survive  him  his  widow  and  children, 
— Mary  Jane,  married  to  Dr.  Barbour;  William 
H.  Marr,  Esq.,  Ashland;  Henry  Marr,  Esq.; 
Addison  Marr,  Esq.,  Shamokin  ; Margaret, 
married  to  Rhincas  Barbour;  Henrietta,  to 
Lester;  and  Helen,  to  T.  Wr.  Crawford. 

'flic  following  is  a list  of  the  ruling  elders  of 
this  cl  ill  roll  : 

Thomas  Clingan,  installed  September  1,  1833; 
died  April  24,  1858. 

William  Nesbit,  installed  September  1,  1833;  died 
January  22,  18(50. 

Robert  II.  Laird,  installed  September  1,  1833;  died 
November  7,  1885. 

James  F.  Linn,  installed  September  1,  1833;  died 
October  9,  1 8(18. 

Hugh  McLaughlin,  installed  March  22,  1841;  died 
February  10,  1871. 

Fleming  Nesbit,  installed  March  22.  1841;  died 

John  Nesbit,  installed  January  30,  18-17  ; died  Jan- 
uary 27,  18(55. 

Samuel  (Joddes,  installed  January  30,  1847. 

Thomas  Howard,  installed  June  2(5,  1859. 

Thomas  Howard  Wilson,  installed  June  2(5,  1859. 

John  Randolph,  installed  June  2(5,  1859. 

Samuel  C.  Sheller,  installed  March  3,  1871. 

(Jcorgo  W.  I ‘rector,  installed  March  3,  1871. 
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Allred  UiiycH,  i nst:i  I led  March  !i,  1871. 

From  IS33unlil  I SS  I,  a jK't'iiul  oi‘  (i  fly  years, 
there  have  1 >chmi  one  thousand  recorded  members 
of  the  church,  and  an  average  strength  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty. 

The  communicant  membership  of  the  church 
during  the  year  1885  was  two  hundred  and 
liltv-eight.  The  membership  of  the  Sunday- 
M'lmol  was  one  hundred  and  ninety. 

( ’ll  ItlST’sEVAXtiKr.K.'ALLUTIIEUAxClITJKCir.1 
— The  property  of  this  congregation,  including 
the  building  in  which  worship  is  now  held,  is 
situated  on  the  corner  of  Third  and  St.  Louis 
Streets.  Of  the  bciiinning  of  the  eonsrregation 
and  the  vicissitudes  of  the  first  years  there  are 
no  records  to  which  we  could  have  access  for 
information;  but  we  rely  solely  on  the  memo- 
ries of  those  who  were  among  the  first  to  iden- 
tity themselves  with  it.  The  first  Lutheran 
minister  who  preached  here  was  the  Rev.  John 
Ilerbst,  who  in  1802  came  occasionally  from 
his  home  in  Frceburg  and  dispensed  the  gospel 
to  the  few  members  of  our  church  here.  The 
services  were  held  in  a log  school-house,  situ- 
ated on  the  corner  of  the  church-yard,  where 
the  parsonage  now  stands. 

The  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  William 
llgen,  of  Penn’s  Valley,  Centre  County.  He 
preached  once  a month  from  1803  to  1807. 
The  Rev.  Conrad  Walter  succeeded,  as  a sup- 
ple, during  1808.  He  resided  at  Freeburg, 
and  served  only  one  year.  lie  was  followed 
he  the  Rev.  George  Heim,  who  resided  in  Buf- 
falo Valley,  near  the  Driesbach  Church.  lie 
served  from  1800  to  1828.  During  hi-  rninis- 
trv  a regular  organization  was  effected.  Ser- 
vices were  held  part  of  the  time  in  the  old 
Christian  meeting-house,  which  stood  on  North 
Fifth  Street,  near  St.  Mary’s.  Then,  again, 
there  was  a return  to  the  school-house,  a new 
brick,  which  occupied  the  place  of  the  old  log 
one." 

1 By  Kuv.  K.  II.  Leisoiuing. 

2 It  seems  to  have  been  well  filled  on  preaching-occa- 
sions, from  nn  incident  related,  which  occurred  about 
1822.  One  of  the  prominent  old  members  was  obliged  to 
crowd  in  behind  the  door,  where  lie  could  hear,  hut  not 
see.  The.  pastor,  recognizing  his  disadvantages,  said,  in 
his  opening  remarks,  that  he  would  preach  so  plainly  that 
••even  John,  behind  the  door,  could  understand.” 


All  the  preaching  tip  to  this  time  (1822) — 
once  only  in  four  weeks — was  in  llie  German, 
as  if  was  most  convenient  for  the  preachers 
and  most  familiar  to  the  hearers.  Rut  the 
unwillingness  of  the  preachers  to  introduce  the 
English  language  was  a hindrance  to  the  growth 
of  the  church,  and  caused  the  loss  of  young 
members  who  [(referred  English  and  went  to 
and  united  with  the  churches  using  it  in  their 
services. 

After  a vacancy,  Rev.  J.  G.  Anspach,  in  1 881, 
became  pastor,  and  continued  until  1845.  In 
1884  the  congregation  succeeded  in  erecting  a 
union  church  in  copartnership  with  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  congregation,  on  ground  given 
by  Ludwig  Derr  for  a church-building  and  for 
a burying-ground.  'The  building  was  of  brick 
and  in  form  nearly  square,  having  galleries  on 
three  sides;  the  architect  was  Henry  Noll.  The 

Revs.  J.  P.  Shindel,  Sr.,  and Ahlcy  were 

the  visiting  Lutheran  ministers  present  at  the 
dedicatory  services.  In  1843  Rev.  H.  Ziegler, 
then  of  Selin’s  Grove,  began  to  conduct  Eng- 
lish services  once  a month  ; this  was  continued 
for  a little  over  a year,  and  terminated  with  the 
resignation,  in  1844,  of  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Ans- 
paeh,  who  closed  his  pastorate  of  over  fourteen 
years  with  a list  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
members,  but  began  with  only  twenty-one. 

The  Rev.  F.  Ruthrauf  was  next  chosen,  and 
served  this  congregation  from  1846 'to  1849,  in 
connection  with  the  church  at  Milton,  where  lie 
then  resided.  He  was  the  first  regular  pastor 
to  introduce  alternate  English  and  German 
preaching,  and  hence  was  a very  useful  man  in 
overcoming  the  old  prejudice  again-t  English 
' preaching.  During  his  ministry  here  the 
| prayer-meeting  was  established.  The  congre- 
[ration  grew  and  strengthened  both  numeric-ally 
and  spiritually  during  the  three  years  of  the 
pastorate  of  Rev.  Ruthrauf. 

'The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.M.  J.  Allcman, 
who  was  called  in  1849,  when  residing  at 
Northumberland,  Pa.,  where  lie  also  preached 
until  1850,  when  he  removed  to  Lewisburgh, 
and  thus  became  the  first  resident  pastor  of  the 
congregation,  which  then  had  a membership  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five,  lie  was  installed 
April  6,  1850.  In  1851  the  church  property 
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was  sold  by  Ilia  court',  Jnlv  1 Dili,  and  purchased 
l>v  Michael  Drown,  ol  llic  Reformed  ('Imrcli  ol 
Lew  isburgh.  Afterwards  (lie  trustees  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  bought  the  property  from 
Mr.  Brown  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
deed  was  made  to  Jonathan  Spyker  and  John 
Gundv  for  the  use  of  the  Lutheran  congrega- 
tion. Thu  corner-stone  of  the  new  church  was 
laid  in  June,  1852.  -The  ministers  present  were 
Rev.  R.  Weiser  and  the  pastor,  w ho  soon  after- 
ward resigned  and  accepted  a call  to  Aarons- 
Imrg,  Centre  County.  The  next  pastor  was  the 
Rev.  Jesse  Winecolf,  who  assumed  the  duties 
in  1852.  The  dedication  of  the  new  church 
took  place  in  the  spring  of  1853;  the  pastor 
officiated  at  these  services.  The  building  commit- 
tee were  John  Brown,  Levi  Sterner,  Jacob 
(lundy,  Michael  Swengle  and  Peter  Ilursh. 
'The  architect  was  Charles  S.  Yoder.  The 
church  was  incorporated  in  April,  1853.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Winecolf  resigned  in  1855. 

The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Reuben  Fink, 
J).J).  lie  took  charge  in  1S56  and  remained 
until  1805.  During  his  ministry  the  church 
became  self-supporting  and  required  his  entire 
services.  The  parsonage  was  built  and  occupied 
bv  the  pastor’s  family  during  the  last  six  years 
of  their  residence  here.  Having  received  a call 
from  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Rev.  Mr.  Fink  resigned 
here  October  15,  1865,  and  removed  thither, 
when'  hi1  still  resides  and  labors  successfully. 
The  Rev.  Joshua  Leans  was  the  next  pastor, 
and  came  from  Hagerstown,  Md.  He  was  an 
earnest,  active  and  zealous  man,  and  undoubt- 
edly would  have  done  a good  work  for  the  con- 
gregation had  lie  retained  his  health.  While 

o o 

present  as  a delegate  of  the  General  Synod,  at 
H arrishurg,  in  June,  1868,  lie  was  stricken  with 
paralysis,  and  lingered  until  January  29,  1809, 
when  lie  died. 

Prior  to  1807  this  congregation  was  in  con- 
nection with  the  Synod  of  Fast  Pennsylvania 
of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
In  1807  the  Susquehanna  Synod  was  formed, 
and  the  church  became  connected  with  it,  and 
voluntarily  entered  the  relation  which  it  now 
sustains  in  Synodical  connection. 

After  the  death  of  the  Rev.  J.  Evans,  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Burkholter  (now  Burke)  was  called 


as  pastor,  in  April,  1809.  The  congregation 
grew  so  rapidly  that  it  became  necessary  to  en- 
large the  building  by  adding  twenty-five  feet 
to  the  rear  of  the  old  one.  The  building  com- 
mittee were  J.  W.  Wenscl,  C.  V.  Gundy  and 

C.  F.  Lindig.  The  rededication  took  place 
December  28,  1873.  The  Rev.  F.  W.  Conrad, 
1 ). I ).,  of  I ’ 1 1 i 1 a < 1 1 - 1 p 1 1 i a , preached  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  Revs.  R.  Fink,  D.D.,  and  J.  Swartz, 

D. D.,  were  also  present.  In  December,  1871, 
Rev.  Mr.  Burke  resigned,  and  removed  to 
Columbia,  Pa.  The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev. 
W.  W.  Crilcy,  who  preached  his  introductory 
sermon  April  4,  1875.  fie  was  installed  June 
27,  1875,  by  Revs.  II.  B.  Belincr  and  AV.  II. 
Gotwald.  In  1882  lie  accepted  a call  from  the 
Second  Lutheran  Church  of -Altoona,  Pa. 

The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  -J.  R.  Shoffner,  of 
Berne,  N.  Y.  He  began  his  labors  January  I, 
1883,  and  resigned  March  31,  1884,  and  was 
followed  by  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  L.  II. 
Leisenring,  who  was  called  from  Muncy,  Pa., 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  November  1, 1884. 

A pipe  organ  was  built  for  the  church  at  a 
cost  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  dedicated  June 
5,  1885.  The  Rev.  J.  A.  Wirt,  of  Ilughesville, 
preached  the  sermon. 

The  present  communicant  membership  of  the 
church  is  four  hundred.  The  Sunday  school  in 
connection  w ith  the  congregation  numbers  four 
hundred  scholars,  teachers  and  officers.  The 
Woman's  I Ionic  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
and  the  Young  Ladies’  Missionary  Board  are 
both  in  successful  operation  and  doing  a good, 
substantial  work. 

Fhe  oflieers  of  the  church  and  congregation 
for  1886  are:  Trustees,  A.  A.  Leiser,  Esq.,  John 
Rine,  William  Gilby,  B.  F.  Angstadt,  C.  F. 
Lindig  ; Elders,  J.  S.  Yoder,  J.  De  Frain,  G.  Y. 
Gundy,  J.  M.  Alow  cry ; Deacons,  J.  C.  F. 
Brown,  Joel  Dieffenderfer,  Ira  Catherman, 
George  W.  AV  oods. 

First  Reformer  Church. — Following  the 
custom  of  their  brethren  in  the  older  counties  of 
the  State,  the  German  Reformed  and  Lutherans 
established  a Union  house  of  worship  as  one  of 
the  first  improvements  of  their  new  homes.  The 
first  of  these  churches  in  this  region  of  the 
country  was  built  in  1788,  at  Dreisbach,  ami 
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had,  ns  (lie  Reformed  pastor,  tlu;  Rev.  Jonathan 
Kuliaiiser.  In  1789  lie  was  settled  over  tin;  con- 
gregations of’  Mahanoy,  Sunbury,  Middle  Creek 
and  Buffalo  Valley.  He  remained  until  1792, 
wlien  lie  was  sueeceded  by  (lie  Rev.  Jaeoli  Dief- 
feiibaeh,  who  resig  ned  in  1810,  when  the  I lev. 
Yost  Henry  Fries  bceame  the  pastor  of’  the 
Dreisbaeh  congregation.  Jt  is  likely  that  these 
ministers  occasionally  preached  at  Lewisburgh, 
and  there  is  a record  of  a meeting  held  by  Mr. 
Fries  in  182G.  In  the  course  of  a few  more 
rears  the  congregations  had  settled  in  the  town 
that  it  was  determined  to  erect  a Union  Church, 
and,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1833,  a subscrip- 
tion was  started  for  building  a church.  Ludwig 
Derr,  in  laying  out  the  town,  had  set  apart  three 
lots  for  religious  purposes,  situated  on  Third 
and  8t.  Lewis  Streets.  These  lots  were  ac- 
cepted as  the  site  of  the  church,  which  was  built 
thereon  and  called  “St.  Lewis’  Church,”  in 
honor  of  the  proprietor.  It  was  dedicated  May 
dl,  1835. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1834,  John  Rebel-,  John 
Snook  and  Henry  Noll,  elders,  Henry  Noll 
and  Ludwig  Long,  deacons  of  the  German 
Presbyterian  congregation,  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  Jonathan  Spyker  and  John  Gundy, 
trustees  of  the  German  Lutheran  congregation, 
giving  the  latter  “the  same  privilege  of  the 
German  burying-ground  which  Ludwig  Derr, 
in  his  lifetime,  gave  to  the  German  Presbyterian 
congregation,  being  on  lots  Nos.  121,  123  and 
125,  as  well  as  an  equal  privilege  of  the  church 
built  or  building  on  said  ground,  to  be  tenants 
in  common,”  etc.  In  the  year  1851  the  Luth- 
eran congregation  bought  out  the  interest  of  the 
German  Reformed,  the  latter  having  built  on  the 
corner  of  St.  John  and  Third  Streets.  The  con- 
gregation worshipped  in  this  church  until  the 
new  one  was  completed.  A lot  was  purchased 
in  1847  on  Third  Street,  below  Market,  forty 
by  sixty  feet.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  May 
7,  1817,  and  a sermon  preached  by  the  Rev. 
John  \V.  Ncvin.  The  present  building  was 
erected  and  dedicated  January  8,  1848,  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Henry  1 1 arbaugh,  assisted  by 
the  Rev.  Richard  Fisher  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Funk.  It  was  used,  without  much  change,  until 
187G,  when  it  was  remodeled,  as  at  present. 


flic  Rev.  Richard  Fisher  served  the  congre- 
gation in  its  early  days  and  resided  at  Simbury. 
He  preached  in  German  during  his  pastorate, 
and,  in  1842,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Reed  came  to 
the  town  and  preached  Fnglish.  lie  soon  after 
became  the  pastor.  His  successors  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

It evs.  Ifenry  Harbiuigh,  1845  to  1850:  Daniel  Y. 
1 leislcr,  May,  1850,  to  1853;  Dr.  Benjamin  Bailsman, 
1853  to  1857;  Charles  II.  Leinbach,  1857  to  1803; 
William  lteilley,  1803  to  1805;  U.  II.  Heilman,  1805 
to  1873;  James  Crawford,  1873  to  1870;  It.  Leighton 

Gerhart,  1870  to  1885; De  Long,  February  21, 

1880. 

The  congregation  has  a membership  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — 
Methodism  at  Lewisburgh  was  first  proclaimed 
by  the  ministers  of  the  Lycoming  Circuit  of 
the  Genesee  Conference,  who  occasionally  visited 
this  place  and  preached  at  the  houses  of  such 
as  extended  them  a welcome.  Such  ministers 
were  John  Rhodes,  Jacob  Barnhart,  Timothy 
Lee,  Samuel  Ross,  John  Hazzard  and  James  S. 
Lent.  No  effort  was  made  to  organize  a class 
until  May  25,  1812,  when  a number  of  persons 
assembled  at  the  house  of  John  Gordon  (father 
of  the  Hon.  Isaac  G.  Gordon),  united  in  the 
bonds  of  Methodism  and  chose  John  Leavey  as 
their  leader.  The  Rev.  George  Thomas  was 
the  preacher  in  1813,  and  he  and  Israel  Cook 
preached  at  Lewisburgh  that  year,  having,  as 
the  fruits  of  their  labors,  an  encouraging  increase 
of  members.  Thus  encouraged,  steps  were  taken 
to  provide  a regular  place  of  worship,  and  ac- 
cordingly, on  February  13,  1818,  the  congre- 
gation, by  its  trustees, — Adam  Grove,  James 
Kelly,  William  Wallace,  John  Leavey  and 
Henry  Wagoner, — purchased  of  William  Clin- 
gnii  lot  No.  51,  on  the  corner  of  Front  and  St. 
Lewis  Streets.  'This  lot  had  been  bought  by 
Flavel  Roan,  October  9,1793,  and  passed  to 
Andrew  Albright,  who  sold  it  to  William 
Clingan,  October  21,1808.  The  deed  from 
Clara  Helena  Ellinkhuyscn  to  Roan,  in  1793,  is 
a most  extraordinary  paper,  its  singularity  being 
seldom  equaled.  1 1 traces  title  back  to  the  Creator 
of  the  universe,  and  thence  down  to  lot  No. 
51  at  Lewisburgh.  Omitting  the  usual  prelimi- 
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nary,  this  remarkable  document,  of  which  E. 
Roan  was  the  author,  reads  as  follows: 

]Vhereas,  tin*  (treater  of  the  Earth,  by  parole  and 
livery  of  seizin,  did  enfeoff  the  parents  of  mankind,  to 
wit,  Adam  and  Eve,  of  all  that  certain  tract  of  land 
called  and  known  in  the  planetary  system  by  the 
name  of  'flic  Earth,  together  with  all  and  singular 
the  advantages,  woods,  water-courses,  easements, 
liberties,  privileges,  and  all  others  the  appurten- 
ances whatsoever  thereunto  belonging,  or  in  any 
wise  appertaining,  to  have  and  to  hold  to  them, 
the  said  Adam  and  Eve,  and  the  heirs  of  their 
bodies  lawfully  to  be  begotten,  in  fee-tail  general 
for  ever,  as  by  the  said  feolfment  recorded  by 
Moses  in  the  first  chapter  of  the  first  book  of 
his  records,  commonly  called  Genesis,  more  fully 
and  at  large  appears  on  reference  being  there- 
unto had.  And,  Whereas , the  said  Adam  and  Eve 
died,  seized  of  the  premises  aforesaid  in  fee-tail 
general,  leaving  issue,  heirs  of  their  bodies, — to  wit, 
sons  and  daughters, — who  entered  into  the  same 
promises  and  became  thereof  seized  as  tenants  in 
common,  by  virtue-  of  the  donation  aforesaid,  and 
multiplied  their  seed  upon  the  earth.  And,  whereas, 
in  process  of  time,  the  heirs  of  the  said  Adam  and 
Eve,  having  become  very  numerous  and  finding  it  to 
be  inconvenient  to  remain  in  common  as  afore- 
said, bethought  themselves  to  make  partition  of  the 
lands  and  tenements  aforesaid  to  and  amongst  them- 
selves, and  they  did,  accordingly,  make  such  parti- 
tion. And,  whereas,  by  virtue  of  the  said  partition 
made  by  the  heirs  of  said  Adam  and  Eve,  all  that 
certain  tract  of  laud  called  and  known  on  the  general 
plan  of  the  said  Earth  by  the  name  of  America, 
parcel  of  the  said  large  tract,  was  allotted  and  set 
over  unto  certain  of  the  heirs  aforesaid,  to  them  and 
their  heirs  general,  in  fee-simple,  who  entered  into 
the  same  and  became  thereof  seized  as  aforesaid  in 
their  demesne, as  of  fee,  and  peopled  the  same  allotted 
lands  in  severalty,  and  made  partition  thereof  to  and 
amongst  their  descendants.  And,  whereas,  after- 
wards (now  deemed  in  time  immemorial)  a certain 
united  people,  called  ‘The  Six  Nations  of  North 
America,’  heirs  and  descendants  of  the  said  grantees 
of  America,  became  seized,  and  for  a long  time, 
whereof  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the  con- 
trary, have  been  seized  in  their  demesne  as  of  fee, 
and  in  a certain  tract  of  country  and  land  in  the 
north  division  ot  America  called  and  known,  at 
present  on  the  general  plan  of  the  said  north  division, 
by  the  name  of  Pennsylvania.  And,  Whereas , the 
said  united  nations,  being  so  thereof  seized  after- 
wards,— to  wit,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
Seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight, — by  their  certain  deed 
of  feotlinent,  with  livery  of  seizin,  did  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  release,  enfeoff,  alien  and  confirm  unto  Thomas 
Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  otherwise  called  the  Pro- 
prietaries of  Pennsylvania  (among  other  things),  the 


country  called  Hu  Halo  Valley,  situate  on  the  south 
side  of  the  west  branch  of  Liu  River  .Susquehanna.” 

The  deed  describes  the  title  from  the  Penns 
to  Richard  Peters  of  a tract  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  culled  Prescott,  which,  in  1773, 
was  sold  to  Ludwig  Derr,  who,  in  178b,  laid  out 
the  town  of  Lewisburgh.  The  lot  here  de- 
scribed was  known  on  the  plan  as  lot  No.  51, 
and  which,  in  18 1 <8,  came  to  the  possession  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  who  in  that  year  erected  a 
frame  church  upon  it,  having  a door  upon  the 
north  end,  with  pulpit  in  a recess  upon  the 
south.  The  church  built  at  this  time  was  used 
until  1833,  when  it  was  sold  and  became  a 
foundry,  being  used  as  such  until  it  was  burned 
down  in  1878.  A lot  was  purchased  on  Third 
street,  (the  present  site)  and  a brick  edifice  fifty 
by  sixty  feet  was  erected.  It  was  dedicated  on 
Saturday,  January  b,  1833,  and  on  Sunday, 
January  (Jth,  the  Rev.  Air.  Steele  preached  in 
the  morning  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hood  in  the 
evening.  This  church  edifice  was  the  home  of 
the  congregation  until  the  erection  of  the  present 
brick  edifice  in  1 8b3 — b 1 . It  was  built  at  a cost 
of  about  six  thousand  dollars,  and  was  dedicated 
in  1854.  The  Rev.  .Alfred  Cookman  delivered 
the  dedicatory  sermon. 

The  pastors  who  ministered  to  the  congrega- 
tion are  here  given.  The  Rev.  John  Thomas 
was  on  the  circuit  before  the  church  was  built  in 
1818,  and  often  preached  at  this  place.  Between 
1818  and  1 827,  Thomas  Magee,  Jacob  Shepherd 
and  Thomas  Minshall  were  preachers;  1827, 
Henry  Taring  and  John  Bower;  1834-35, 
Henry  Taring  and  Oliver  Ege ; 183G-37,  Charles 
Kolhfus  ; 1838-39,  James  Sanks,  Isaac  Stratton, 
William  R.  Mills  and  James  Ewing;  1845-4G, 
Philip  B.  Reese  and  JohnJ.  Pearce;  1847—48, 
William  R.  Mills  and  John  Elliot ; 1850-51, 
JohnGuyer;  1 852-53,  Samuel  Conser;  John  II. 
Dashicll,  Thomas  Bowman  (afterwards  bishop), 
Thomas  Reese,  John  W.  Hedges,  E.  J.  Gray, 
David  John,  Samuel  Creighton,  Erancis  Hodg- 
son, William  R.  Mills,  R.  Ilinkel,  I).  S. 

Monroe,  M.  K.  Foster,  N.  S.  Buckingham, 

Baker  and  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  F.  B. 
Riddle.  In  1851  Lewisburgh  became  a station. 

Till  Christian  Church1  began  in  a rclig- 

1 Ry  (he  Rev.  dairies  Deiibinrf. 
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imi-t  movement  | > r« >< 1 1 1 <•<■<  1 mainly  by  the  labors 
of  Rev.  101  i ja I i Bacon,  win*  came  to  the  town  in 
I Si2 1 , and  began  holding  meetings  in  t lie  hon.se of 
John  Donachy,  on  Water  Street,  a short  distance 
from  I In;  site  of  I he  old  foundry.  Soon  these  ae- 
cominodat ions  were  too  small,  and  lie  preached 
in  the  open  air,  in  front  of  tin*  house,  and  later  in 
a "rove  a short  distance  northwest  of  the  present 
cemetery,  and  at  another  time  in  the  old  Herr 
jurist-mill.  For  a time  the  meetings  in  the  grove 
continued  daily.  Then  they  were  held  on  Sat- 
urdays and  Sundays.  A large  number  of  con- 
verts was  the  result  of  these  efforts.  'They  were 
organized  under  the  name  “ ( 'hristian  ( 'hurcli.” 
Mrs.  Ann  Evans  and  Mrs.  Eleanor  Metzgar  arc 
the  onlv  surviving  members  of  the  original  or- 
ganization. 

People  took  great  pains  to  attend  religious 
meetings.  They  rode  long  distances  to  hear  a 
man  preach.  Mr.  Bacon  was  an  evangelist,  and 
after  organizing  the  church  he  left  for  other 

I fields  of  labor. 

During  Mr.  Bacon’s  labors  he  had  baptized 
in  all  seventy  seven  persons.  On  March  (5, 

1 823,  Rev.  Joseph  Badger,  while  making  a 
preaching  tour  through  Pennsylvania,  accompa- 
nied by  a young  man  named  Stephen  D.  Buz- 
zel,  reached  Lewisburgh.  lie  was  a prominent 
man  among  the  Christians,  and  his  talents  and 
zeal  engaged  the  attention  of  the  people.  At  first 
his  meetings  were  held  in  a school-house;  but  it 
was  soon  too  small  for  the  congregation,  and  he 
afterwards  preached  in  the  open  air.  He  was 
instrumental  in  establishing  the  church  upon  a 
more  orderly  basis  of  organization,  and  secured 
the  building  of  a church  on  Fifth  Street. 

In  September  Mr.  Badger  was  again  in  Lew- 
isburgh,and  preached  in  the  newly-finished  house 
of  worship.  At  this  time  there  were  fifty-nine 
active  members  of  the  church.  That  the  church 

! might  not  he  without  leaders,  he  advised  them 
to  appoint  two  men  as  elders.  The  persons 
chosen  were  Andrew  Wolfe  and  John  Donachy. 
August  1,  1825,  Rev.  Joseph  Marsh  and  Rev. 
Cr.  \\ . Richmond  visited  the  town,  and  on  the 
27 tli  of  the  same  month  Air.  Richmond  was 
chosen  the  first  pastor,  and  served  to  November 
12,  182<8.  Froth  this  date  until  January,  18-23, 
there  was  no  regular  preaching.  Rev.  Seth 


Marvin  was  chosen  the  next  pastor  February  1, 
1833.  About  thirty  united  with  the  church, 
among  whom  was  Samuel  SI i for,  whose  consist- 
ent Christian  life,  loyally  to  the  principles  of 
the  denomination,  eoiistant  and  religious  labor 
through  more  than  half  a century,  and  liberal 
financial  support  of  the  church  arc  worthy  of 
special  mention. 

February  7,  1834,  Mr.  Marvin  was  engaged 
a second  time,  for  a term  of  one  year.  After 
the  close  of  Air.  Alarvin’s  services  two  young 
preachers,  John  Sutton  and  John  Ellis,  served 
the  church.  Rev.  E.  (i.  Holland  was  engaged 
for  six  months,  from  August  11,  1837,  under 
whose  efforts  the  first  Sunday-school  was  organ- 
ized. Alarch  20,  1811,  Rev.  1).  Rote  commenced 
preaching  once  in  four  weeks. 

About  this  time  Rev.  William  Lane  visited 
this  people  a second  time,  during  which  one 
hundred  persons  were  baptized.  April  1st, 
1843,  Rev.  John  Sutton  took  charge  of  the 
church  and  continued  till  the  close  of  1849. 
During  the  year  1850  Rev.  John  Ellis  preached 
about  once  in  four  weeks.  In  Alay,  1851,  Rev. 
William  Lane,  an  evangelist,  became  pastor  and 
served  them  four  years.  Under  his  energetic 
labors  the  new  church  on  Third  Street  was 
built.  It  was  dedicated  at  the  time  of  the  an- 
nual session  of  the  Pennsylvania  Christian  Con- 
ference, in  August,  1855.  Professor  Docherty, 
of  Antioch  College,  preached  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  Rev.  John  Walworth  became  pastor 
August  15,  1856.  In  April,  1857,  lie  re- 
signed on  account  of  ill  health.  October  14, 
1858,  Rev.  S.  W.  AlcUaniols  took  charge  and 
continued  until  April  19,  1862.  Three  months 
of  this  period,  from  April  1 9, 1861 , to  July  15th, 
lie  was  in  t ho  United  States  army.  Rev.  Al- 
bert B.  Vorsc,  son  of  Airs.  Elizabeth  Vorse,  a 
very  worthy  member  of  the  ehtuvli,  served  from 
July  1,  18(52,  to  April.  1863.  -lames  P.  Ross, 
a very  worthy  and  prominent  member  of  the 
church,  died  July  31,  1860.  He  was  a mem- 
ber twenty-eight  years,  and  acted  as  clerk 
twenty-three  years. 

Jacob  Rodeiibaugh  was  the  next  pastor. 
April  2,  1864,  Rev.  Aaron  Porter  was 
called  as  pastor  and  remained  only  seven 
months.  IIcv.  Air.  Rodenbauidi  was  again 
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jiii.stor  (ill  April  I,  18IJD.  From  this  date  till 
December  22,  I Stilt,  lies'.  E.  Ford  had  charge 
of  the  pastoral  office.  Once  more  Air.  Iloden- 
bangh  was  called  to  serve  and  continued  till 
April,  1 X77.  I’revions  to  August.,  IS72,  the 
chili'eh  had  been  connected  with  what  was 
known  as  the  Pennsylvania  Christian  Confer- 
ence. A large  part  of  this  association  ol 
churches,  throne'll  the  influence  of  lies'.  William 
Lane  and  others,  had  gradually  adopted  the 
principles  and  theology  of  A lexandor  Campbell, 
by  which  immersion  is  made  a test  of  church 
fellowship  and  is  essential  to  salvation.  This 
is  completely  at  variance  with  the  leading  prin- 
ciple of  the  Christians,  whose  organization 
began  twenty-five  years  before  that  of  the 
“ Disciples,”  and  who  hold  that  Christian  char- 
acter is  the  only  test  of  church  fellowship,  and 
that  lorms  and  doctrines  are  subordinate  to 
Christian  character  in  importance.  \\  ith  these 
facts,  it  is  evident  that  union  between  the  two 
bodies  where  the  “Disciples”  have  the  control  is 
impossible,  for  the  Christians  recognize  fellow 
Christians  among  people  who  do  not  practice 
immersion  and  hold  that  Christian  character  has 
its  scat  back  of  mechanical  acts,  and  even  back 
of  intellectual  belief ; so  that  while  people  may 
differ  in  forms  and  doctrines,  they  may  be  alike 
in  character.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to 
find  the  Lcwisburgh  Church,  which  had  adopted 
the  principles  of  the  Christians,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Bacon  and  Badger  and  Millard  many 
years  before,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  po- 
sition of  many  of  the  churches  in  the  Confer- 
ence. The  matter  at  length  reached  a crisis 
August  b,  1872,  when  the  church  took  a vote 
to  ask  dismission  from  the  Conference,  which 
was  to  meet  that  same  month.  After  separation 
from  this  Conference  the  next  step  was  to  unite 
with  some  other.  This  they  did  in  May,  1875, 
by  sending  delegates  to  the  New  Jersey  Chris- 
tian Conference,  which  convened  at  Harper, 
N.  J.,  and  by  being  formally  received  by  that 
body.  Air.  llodenbaugh  was  followed  by  Rev. 
James  W.  Rethune,  whose  labors  terminated 
October  10,  1878.  An  interval  of  live  months 
of  no  preaching  follows  this  date.  Rev.  E.  C. 
Abbott  was  the  next  pastor,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  father,  Rev.  II.  J.  Abbott,  January  1, 


1881,  who  preached  for  the  church  till  March, 

1882.  On  the  1st  of  June,  of  the  same 
year,  the  writer  commenced  the  present  pastor- 
ate. 

Ti  1 1-:  Kiust  Ba  i-tist  On  r ncn.1  — 1 'rev ions  to 
18  b”  I here  was  occasional  preaching  by  Baptist 
ministers  in  Lcwisburgh.  James  Moore,  Jr., 
and  wile,  and  Rebecca  V.  Ludwig  were  the 
onl\'  Baptists  in  the  neighborhood. 

In  18  lb,  Rev.  C.  A.  Hewitt,  then  pastor  of 
the  Milton  Church,  James  Aloore,  J r.,  and  Wil- 
liam Grant,  an  evangelist  from  the  Slate  ol 
New  York,  held  a series  of  meetings  in  the 
school-house.  The  meetings  continued  seven 
weeks,  and  twenty-five  persons  were  converted 
and  united  with  the  ATilton  Church  in  consti- 
tuting the  Lcwisburgh  Church,  January  d, 
18-14.  The  council  which  recognized  the  new 
church  met  the  next  day,  being  composed  of 
delegates  from  seven  churches  of  the  North- 
umberland Association,  Rev.  E.  Kincaid  being 
moderator.  In  August  the  church  reported  to 
the  association,  Rev.  C.  A.  Hewitt,  pastor,  and 
James  Aloore,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  W olfe,  deacons, 
and  thirty  members,  of  whom  there  remain  with 
us  to-day  Catharine  Wolfe,  Hannah  Barton, 
Eliza  Shampand  Norman  Ball. 

December  15,  1844,  the  Sabbath-school  was 
organized  with  forty-two  pupils;  on  the  1 (ith 
of  January,  1845,  covenant  meetings  were  estab- 
lished. 

Rev.  Joel  E.  Bradley  became  pastor  April  1, 
1845,  and  continued  until  April,  184!).  On 
September  28,  1845,  the  basement  of  house  of 
worship,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Afusic  Hall, 
was  opened  for  preaching  and  Sunday-school, 
and  on  the  15th  of  November  following  the 
house  was  dedicated. 

The  early  members  of  the  church  took  an 
important  part  in  the  establishment  of  our  uni- 
versity, giving  freely  of  their  money  and  effort 
to  this  end.  Thus  in  those  early  days  there 
arose  a peculiar  relation  and  affection  between 
the  university  and  the  church,  which  has  ever 
since  continued,  and  has  been  productive  of 
marked  benefit  to  both. 

Following  Brother  Bradley’s  pastorate,  and 


Compiled  from  a history  prepared  by  the  congregation. 
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during  two  vears  and  four  months,  the  clnii'cli 
was  without  the  care  of  a pastor  whose  wholetimc 
and  energy  could  be  given  to  the  work,  but  was 
•.applied  fora  year  and  a half  of  that  time  by 
I’rofessor  George  R.  Bliss. 

On  the  27th  ot  July,  18ol,  Rev.  E.  \\  . 
Dickinson  became  pastor,  and  continued  until 
April  If),  1 858.  Near  the  close  of  his  pastorate 
there  was  a great  in-gathering  ol  converts. 

Alter  an  interval  of  seven  months,  Rev.  Isaac 
\\r . Hay  hurst  became  pastor,  and  continued 
until  the  1st  of  May,  1857,  both  purifying  and 
.strengthening  the  church.  Professor  George  It. 
Illiss  again  came  to  our  help,  acting  pastor 
until  the  settlement  of  Rev.  S.  II.  Mi  rick,  in 
February,  1850. 

Marly  in  Brother  Mirick’s  pastorate  the  sub- 
ject of  erecting  a new  house  of  worship  began 
to  he  agitated,  but  not  much  progress  was  made 
till  the  year  18(5(1.  On  the  (5th  of  March, 
I)r,  J.  It.  Loomis  offered  in  church  meeting  the 
following:  u licsohnl,  That  the  time  has  now 
fully  arrived  when  it  becomes  us  to  make  an 
effort  to  build  a new  house  of  worship.”  A 
building  committee  was  appointed,  and  instruct- 
ed to  make  all  necessary  arrangements,  taking 
charge  alike  of  collection  and  disbursement  of 
funds,  to  report  progress  at  each  stated  meeting 
of  the  church.  Brother  Merrick  resigned  the 
pastorate  on  April  1, 18(5(5,  and  entered  upon  the 
work  of  collecting  funds  for  building,  in  which 
he  was  engaged  for  about  six  months.  The 
brethren  connected  with  the  university  gener- 
ously supplied  the  pulpit,  Dr.  Bliss  acted  as  pas- 
tor and  the  usual  pastor’s  salary  was  applied  to 
the  building  fund.  With  the  aid  received  from 
abroad,  a tine  stone  building  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  about  sixty  thousand  dollars.  The 
chapel  was  completed  and  dedicated  on  Febru- 
ary 28,  18(55),  the  day  of  prayer  for  colleges.  ( )n 
June  20,  1870,  the  main  audience-room  was 
dedicated,  the  sermon  being  preached  by  Lev. 
J.  1 T.  Castle,  D. I)., and  the  prayer  of  dedication 
being  offered  by  Bov.  J.  It.  Loomis,  LL.  IT, 
who,  as  chairman  of  the  building  committee, 
had  been  indefatigable  in  his  labors.  The 
church  was  incorporated  with  its  present  name 
March  <30,  1808,  with  George  It.  Bliss,  If. 
Gerhart,  C.  S.  James,  J.  It.  Loomis,  G.  F. 


Miller,  G.  M.  (Sprat  t and  F.  W.  T list  in  as 
trustees.  The  steeple  of  the  church  contains 
the  town  clock,  first  placed  in  the  old  steeple 
in  184(5.  For  two  years  and  a half  the  church, 
having  sold  the  meeting-house,  was  without  any 
place  of  worship,  sometimes  meeting  in  the 
court-house  and  sometimes  in  the  university 
hall  and  chapel. 

On  September  12,  18(55),  Rev.  Robert  Lowry 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  pastor,  and  church 
work  progressed  successfully  during  his  stay. 
On  (September  11,  1870,  the  chapel  at  Montan- 
don  was  dedicated,  having  cost  about  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars.  Pastor  Robert  Lowry 
closed  his  term  of  faithful  service  on  June  27, 
1875,  and  on  the  following  Lord’s  day  Rev.  Geo. 
I’’ rear,  D.D.,  became  pastor,  remaining  in  charge 
until  April  1,  1879,  accomplishing  a needed 
work  of  discipline  and  training. 

After  the  church  had  been  served  acceptably 
a few  months  by  Dr.  A.  K.  Bell,  then  treasurer 
of  the  university,  as  supply,  Rev.  A.  E.  Waffle 
took  charge  as  pastor  on  September  .3,  1880. 
r ii  the  spring  of  1882  thirty-eight  members 
were  dismissed  by  letter  to  form  the  Montandon 
Church.  In  1883,  Brother  II.  Gerhart  resigned 
the  office  of  church  clerk,  having  faithfully  kept 
the  records  for  twenty-five  years.  Pastor  Waffle 
resigned  January  1,  1884,  and  after  a few 
months,  during  which  Rev.  G.  P.  Watrous 
served  the  church  as  supply,  the  present  pastor, 
Rev.  J.  T.  Judd,  took  charge  June  1,  1884. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Sabbath- 
school,  it  may  be  stated  that  a large  proportion 
of  the  conversions  that  have  occurred  in  the 
various  revivals  have  been  from  among  its 
scholars.  During  the  forty  years  of  history  in- 
cluded in  this  sketch  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  have  been  baptized  and  ten  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  names  have  been  enrolled.  The 
present  number  of  members  is  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six. 

With  a comfortable  house  of  worship,  free 
from  the  burden  of  debt,  with  the  university 
prospering  as  never  before,  with  consecrated 
officers,  a flourishing  Sabbath-school,  Young 
People’s  Society  and  Missionary  Circles,  and 
with  all  the  rich  store  of  experience  and  wealth 
of  precious  memories  from  four  decades  of  grace, 
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we  oilier  upon  the  iilili  with  renewed  conse- 
crntion  lo  Christ,  steadfast  loyalty  to  the  truth, 
and  love  for  the  souls  of  men,  praying  always  to 
lie  led,  kept  and  blessed  by  our  Lord  desus 
( 'hrist,  to  whom  be  the  "dory  forever. 

Uiiuiten  ( 'i.kiiks,— L.  H.  Christ,  1811-48;  <).  N. 
Worden,  ] S ltl— ;">2  ; Jos.  I’.  Tustin,  1858-50;  Thomas 
( 'Inuulierlin,  1857-58;  II.  Gerhart,  1858—88;  William 
10.  Martin,  188  I. 

Dkacons.-  .James  Moore,  Jr.,  18)1-5!);  Samuel 
Wolfe,  1811-50;  George  It.  I Hiss,  1852  58  ; ( diaries 
S.  James,  1852-81  ; John  Chulfimt,  185!i-(!7  ; Norman 
Hall,  185!);  Henry  Gerhart,  181)8-81  ; l1'.  W.  Tustin, 
1878;  A.  10.  bower,  1877  ; Joseph  A.  Kremer,  1877  ; 
Jonathan  Jones,  1881-82;  John  A.  Owens,  1881; 
William  T.  Grier,  1882  84  ; Robert  A.  Lawshe,  1884. 

St.  T’aiji.’s  Clinton  (of  the  Evangelical  A s- 
soeiation).  — Notwithstanding  .some  of  the  first 
churches  of  the  association  were  erected  in  the 
Ilullido  Valley  near  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent century,  services  were  not  permanently  es- 
tablished at  Lewisburgh  until  about  18G0. 
T hat  year  some  members  belonging  to  the  Salem 
Church,  in  Last  Hulfalo  township,  asked  the 
Central  Conference  to  supply  them  with  preach- 
ing in  the  borough,  where  they  laid  recently 
made  their  homes.  In  response,  the  Rev. 
(ieorge  limiter  was  assigned  to  this  place  and 
formed  the  families  of  John  Zeller,  Cyrus 
Brown,  Mary  Dreisbaeh,  John  Roland  and 
Abraham  Wolfe  into  a class,  which  was  the 
nucleus  of  the  present  church.  Soon  after  Dr. 
I.  I! rugger  removed  to  this  place  from  New 
Berlin  and  proved  a valuable  accession  to  the 
membership.  After  preaching  a year  the  Rev. 
Hunter  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Simon 
'Wolfe,  and  soon  after,  in  18G1,  the  building  of 
a church  was  begun  on  Fourth  Street,  which 
was  completed  the  following  year.  It  is  a 
brick  edifice,  with  basement  and  audience-room; 
accommodation,  about  four  hundred  persons. 
The  congregation  nourishing,  a brick  parsonage 
was  erected  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Dower, sox,  in  18(17,  and  in  1870—77  the  church 
was  remodeled  and  greatly  improved,  so  that  it 
is  at  this  time  as  inviting  as  any  other  place  of 
worship  in  the  borough.  All  the  property  of 
the  church  is  free  from  debt  and  the  two  hun- 
dred members  of  the  association  at  this  place 
constitute  a vigorous,  growing  body.  An  excel- 


lent Sunday-school  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
members  is  maintained,  under  the  superinten- 
deney  of  Rev.  W.  Ik  T homas. 

The  trustees  of  the  church  in  1885  were  E. 
Ivohr,  J.G.  Wolfe,  (J.  Uonliiis,  W.  II.  Thomas, 
William  Wertz,  A.  K,  Nagle  and  Haniel  liei- 
ser.  The  pastors  of  the  church  and  the  years 
of  their  appointment  have  been  as  follows: 

18(10,  ltev.  George  limiter;  1801  02,  Rev.  Simon 
Wolfe;  1808,  Rev.  (J.  Ik  Dellinger ; 1801,  Rev.  J. 

llarlzler;  1805-00,  Rev.  A.  II.  Irvine;  1807-08,  Rev. 
J.  liowersox;  180!),  Rev.  A.  II  Irvine;  1870-71,  Rev. 

I.  M.  bines;  1872-78,  Rev.  G.  Ik  Xelmer;  1874,  Rev. 
W.  E.  Dolwilcr;  1875-70,  Rev.  J.  (I.  M.  Swiugcl ; 
1877,  Rev.  Z.  ilornberger;  1878-80,  Rev.  W.  M.  Cro- 
nian  ; 1881-82,  Rev.  R.  Ilcngst ; 1888-84,  Rev.  Ik 
Swinge! ; 1885,  Rev.  J.  Young. 

Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of 
Lewisburgh  has  a history  extending  through 

J O O 

three  organizations.  The  first  was  formed 
May  17,  185S,  with  a large  and  active  mem- 
bership, and  llourished  until  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  made  it  inadvisable  to  continue  its 
meetings.  Its  first  officers  were  the  following: 
President,  John  Randolph  ; Vice-Presidents, 
T.  II.  Wilson,  M.D.,  A.  P.  Meylert,  M.l)., 
John  P.  .Miller,  (ieorge  Eiehholtz,  Thomas 
Weber;  Recording  Secretary,  Henry  \V.  Crot- 
zer ; Corresponding  Secretary,  Francis  W.  Tus- 
tin; Treasurer,  Solomon  Ritter;  Managers,  E. 
A.  Evans,  S.  Dioll’enderfer,  S.  Geddes,  .1.  I). 
Dieffendcrfer,  Joseph  Gibson,  George  McNair, 
W.  I.  Linn,  I T.  P.  Alexander,  AV.  B.  Lahr, 

J.  W.  Shriller. 

The  second  association  was  organized  March 
T,  187G,  and  elected  as  its  officers  (i.  S.  Mat- 
lock,  president;  F.  M.  Fury  and  S.  Townsend, 
vice-presidents;  G.  N.  Le  Fever,  secretary; 
and  G.  S.  Matlack,  treasurer.  Its  meetings 
were  continued  nearly  three  years,  when  it  was 
decided  to  disband.  The  articles  donated  to 
the  association  were  returned  to  the  donors,  and 
the  remaining  effects  sold  and  the  proceeds  dis- 
tributed among  the  poor  of  the  town.  The  of- 
ficers at  this  time  were  AY.  L.  AYilson,  presi- 
dent; AY.  E.  Yoder  and  E.  L.  Angstadt, 
vice-presidents;  C.  AY.  Longley,  secretary  ; and 
It.  A.  Lawshe,  treasurer. 

The  third  and  present  association  dates  its 
organization  from  March  17,  18S4,  when  AY.  D. 
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Ili'isor  was  chosen  president  ; R.  A.  Lawshe, 
vice-president ; Is.  I j.  A ngstadt,  seerelary  ; and 
Brown,  treasurer.  The  membership  in 
February,  1 880,  was  forty,  and  regular  meet- 
ings 'were  held  as  follows:  For  hoys,  every 
Tuesday  evening;  men’s  prayer- meeting,  every 
Friday  evening;  gospel  meeting,  every  Sab- 
bath afternoon;  business  and  social  meetings, 
the  third  Tuesday  evening  of  every  month. 
The  association  maintains  a well-ordered  read- 
ing-room, and  through  its  several  auxiliaries 
has  done  effective  work  in  its  chosen  field.  A 
hoys’  branch  of  the  association  was  formed  Feb- 
ruary fi,  18X1),  with  fifteen  members,  which  was 
increased  to  thirty-nine  in  the  course  of  a few 
weeks.  Oscar  Lindig  is  the  president,  and  R. 
brown  the  secretary,  its  meetings  are  statedly 
held  with  good  results. 

The  officers  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association  in  February,  188(5,  were  William 
Haves,  president;  Geo.  Young,  vice-president; 
F.  L.  Angstadt,  secretary;  (A  C.  Brown,  treas- 
urer; J.  P.  Brook,  J.  T.  Hate,  George  Trcsher, 
C.  S.  Wolfe,  W.  II.  Thomas,  C.  F.  Lindig  and 
\V.  F.  Brown,  directors. 

The  -Schools. — Before  1800  Mrs.  Jane  Mc- 
Clellan, Flavel  Roan  and  others  taught  pub- 
lic schools.  The  Log  Cabin  Academy  was 
built  on  the  site  of  the  parsonage  of  the  Presby- 
terian ( imrch  in  1 X05. 

A school-house  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
Lutheran  parsonage  in  1812,  bv  subscribers  to 
stock,  and  kept  in  repair  by  subscription.  In 
1823  the  stockholders  met,  elected  Ilenry 
I Tersh, [Charles  Beyers  and  John  Martin  trustees, 
and  decided  that  the  trustees  should  select  the 
teachers.  This  was  called  the  German  school- 
house.  A two-story  building,  called  the  town 
hall,  stood  where  the  Xorth  Ward  school- 
house  is,  the  lower  part  a school-house,  the 
upper  the  town  hall.  A third  was  the  “ Nor- 
thern Liberties,”  on  corner  of  'Third  and  St. 
Anthony.  In  I8f!0  the  lots  of  (lie  South 
Ward  school-house  were  purchased,  and  the 
next  year  the  house  built,  followed  bv  the  re- 
building of  the  old  town  hall  and  the  'Third 
Ward  school-house. 

Since  the  erection  ol  these  buildings  the 
schools  have  been  carefully  graded,  and  have, 
st 


been  very  satisfactorily  conducted.  From 
180b  to  1813  Joseph  Stillwell,  Havel  Roan, 
Jonas  Butterfield  and  others  taught  school  in 
two  buildings,  one  on  Market  Street,  called  the 
Lnglish  School,  the  other,  on  the  site  of  the 
Lutheran  parsonage,  called  the  German  School. 
Among  the  teachers  in  the  Lnglish  house  from 
1813  to  181  I was  James  B.  Forrest;  1 <S  1 ( » to 
I X 1 7,  Joseph  Kerr;  IXlX  to  1821,  Daniel  (J. 
Ambler,  James  Aiken  and  John  Dunlap,  'flic 
grammarian,  Samuel  Kirkham,  was  a pupil  of 
James  Aiken.  Mr.  Kirkham  begun  teaching 
in  Lewisburgh  in  1820,  and  taught  several 
years,  mostly  in  private  houses.  Daniel  Brey- 
foglc,  John  Reese,  Dr.  S.  L.  Beck  and  John 
Dunlap  taught  at  various  times  in  the  German 
house  from  1813  to  1823.  The  school  law  of 
1834  was  adopted  by  Lewisburgh  by  a vote  of 
seventy-one  in  favor  and  fifty-five  against. 
Two  schools  began  on  November  D,  1835,  and 
one  on  November  23d,  with  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pupils;  received  of  State  appropriation 
-8520.12.  First  president  of  school  board  was 
James  Kelly  ; first  secretary,  John  Houghton. 
Among  the  teachers  under  the  free-sehool  sys- 
tem were  John  Porter,  -A.  S.  Goddard,  Captain 
Owens,  0.  V.  Gundy,  Emma  Pardoe,  Anna 
Rcish  and  Wesley  Cramer;  the  last  taught  the 
Boys’  Grammar  School  thirteen  years.  Among 
the  names  of  early  school  directors  were  Hon. 
John  Walls,  -Fames  F.  Linn,  Hon.  Lli  Slifer, 
-John  B.  Linn,  Prof.  G.  S.  James,  Rev.  Ilenry 
Dill,  Win,  Jones,  Ks<p,  Weidler  Roland  and 
J.  P.  Miller. 

Tirro  University  at  Lhwisijuroh. — In 
1845  some  intelligent  Baptists  of  the  North- 
umberland Association  saw  the  need  of  higher 
education  for  their  sons  and  daughters  under 
the  religious  auspices  of  their  own  denomination. 
Their  perception  of  this  need  at  first  took  form 
in  a plan  for  a first-class  academy.  'The  nat- 
ural beauty,  healthfulness  and  economic  advan- 
tages of  the  borough  of  Lewisburgh  determin- 
ed the  location  ol  the  school  here.  Throw'll 

O 

the  Rev.  Lugenio  Kincaid  and  the  Rev.  J.  L. 
Bradley,  Stephen  W.  Taylor,  who  had  recently 
resigned  his  professorship  in  Madison  Univer- 
sity, became  enlisted  in  the  new  enterprise.  Gli- 
der the  prineipalship  of  Prof.  Tavlor,  assisted 
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bv  lii.s  son,  Allied  Taylor,  A.M.,  and  I.  N. 
Loomis,  A.M.,  a school  was  opened  in  LSdlj  in 
the  basement  of  the  Baptist.  Church. 

Professor  Taylor  combined  prophetic  insight 
with  the  powers  of  a rare  teacher  and  saw’  in 
the  new  school  the  germ  of  a university.  Others 
approved  the  project  of  founding  at  Lewis- 
burgh  such  an  institution  as  would  meet  the 
higher  educational  itemands  of  the  whole  State. 
A charter  incorporating  “The  University  at 
Lewisburgh,  Pa.,”  was  approved  on  the  5th  day 
of  February,  1X4(1,  with  the  following  trustees  : 
James  .M  onre,  James  Moore,  J r.,  Joseph  Meixell, 
William  II.  Ludwig,  Samuel  Wolfe,  Levi  B. 
Christ,  Henry  Funk,  Joel  E.  Bradley,  Eugenio 
Kincaid,  Benjamin  Bear,  W illiam  W.  Keen, 
’William  Buekncll,  Thomas  Wattson,  James  M. 
Linnard,  Lewis  Vastine,  Oliver  Blackburn, 
Caleb  Lee,  Daniel  L.  Moore. 

It  was  provided  in  the  charter  that  ground 
should  be  purchased  and  buildings  erected  when 
one  hundred  thou-and  dollars  had  boon  raised, 
and  that  a fourth  part  should  he  permanently 
invested  in  a productive  farm.  It  contained  also 
other  specifications,  radically  changed  in  1882. 

flic  subscription  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  secured  by  the  17th  day  of  July, 
184!),  through  the  efforts  of  Drs.  Eugenio  Kin- 
caid and  W'illiam  Shadrach,  who  traversed  the 
State  soliciting  funds.  Previous  to  this,  land  to 
the  south  of  the  borough  of  Lewisburgh,  in- 
cluding a line  hill  of  nearly  a hundred  feet  ele- 
vation, covered  with  a beautiful  natural  grove, 
and  commanding  extended  views  over  river  and 
valley,  had  been  secured  for  the  university.  In 
1848  an  academy  building  was  nearly  completed. 
In  January,  1849,  the  trustees  felt  justified  in 
electing  professors  for  the  college,  and  in  com- 
mencing a college  building.  Two  graduates  of 
Madison  University, — the  Rev.  G.  W.  Anderson, 
A.M.,  editor  of  the  Christian.  Chronicle , of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  the  Rev.  George  R.  Bliss,  A.M., 
of  Xew  Brunswick,  X.  J., — were  appointed,  re- 
spectively, to  the  chairs  of  Latin  and  Greek. 
Both  soon  afterwards  began  their  labors,  the 
students  of  the  academy  and  the  college,  con- 
sisting of  both  sexes,  reciting  together  in  the 
academy  building,  Professor  Taylor  still  acting 
as  principal. 


In  1851  the  west  wing  of  the  college  building 
was  completed,  and  the  college  students  moved 
into  dormitories  and  study-rooms,  regarded  at  the 
time  as  “ unsurpassed  in  pleasantness  by  those  of 
any  institution.”  In  the  spring  of  this  year 
Professor  Taylor  resigned  his  position  to  accept 
the  presidency  of  Madison  University,  but  re- 
mained to  preside  at  the  first  commencement, 
August  20,  1851,  when  a class  of  seven  was 
graduated  in  the  chapel  of  the  academy. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Malcoin,  D.D.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, an  alumnus  of  Princeton  and  cx-presi- 
dent  of  Georgetown  College,  had  been  chosen 
president  of  the  university  and  Charles  S.  James, 
A.M.,  a graduate  of  Brown,  and  Alfred  Taylor, 
A.M.,  a graduate  of  Madison,  were  added  to  the 
faculty  of  the  college,  the  former  as  professor  of 
mathematics  and  natural  philosophy,  and  the 
latter  as  professor  of  belles-lettres.  With  these 
additions  began  the  collegiate  year  187)1-52. 
The  college  now  became  a distinct  department 
of  the  university,  the  academy  became  gradually 
a preparatory  school  for  hoys  only,  while,  in 
1 87)2,  the  “ University  Female  Institute”  became 
a separate  department.  A theological  depart- 
ment was  added  in  1855.  From  this  point, 
therefore,  we  may  consider  the  departments  sep- 
arately. 

The  College. — The  presidency  of  Dr.  Malcom 
continued  from  1851  to  1857,  during  which 
time  the  college  building  was  completed. 

In  1852  the  sum  of  forty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars was  added  to  the  funds  by  a few  friends 
without  a general  canvass.  About  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  accrued  from  lauds  sold  from  the 
original  campus,  leaving  finally  about  twenty- 
six  acres  as  university  grounds. 

Thus  established,  the  college  began  a work 
of  incalculable  value  to  the  intellectual  and 
spiritual  progress  of  the  denomination  in  Penn- 
sylvania. On  the  resignation  of  President 
Malcoin,  in  1857,  the  Rev.  Justin  R.  Loomis, 
Pli.D.,  who  had  been  called  from  Waterville, 
Me.,  in  1851,  to  fill  the  chair  of  natural 
sciences,  succeeded  him  as  president.  During 
twenty-five  years  President  Loomis  devoted  his 
best  energies  to  the  work  of  building  up  the 
college,  and  established  the  youth  who  came 
under  his  moulding  hand  in  the  principles  of  a 
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deep  Clirislian  philosophy.  The  invasion  of 
Pennsylvania  I >\  Lee's  army,  in  I St!,*!,  caused 
I Ik;  closing  of  I lie  college  during  a campaign  of 
six  weeks,  officers  and  students  uniting  to  form 
Company  A of  the  Twcmty-eiglith  Regiment  of 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  A memorial  tablet 
in  ( 'em  me  neon  ic  n(  1 1 a 1 1 com  mci  norales  t lie  names 
of  (hose  wlm  ltd!  in  the  war  for  1 lie  Union.  In 
LStM,  President  Loomis  increased  the  funds  of 
the  university  by  collecting  subscriptions 
amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
In  1 87(i  an  attempt  was  made  to  secure  addi- 
tional endowment,  but  owing  to  other  interests 
in  theiield,  the  effort  was  abandoned  after  about 
twenty  thousand  dollars  had  been  promised, 
mostly  in  private  subscriptions  offered  by  a few 
liberal  friends. 

In  187!),  President  Loomis  resigned  the  pres- 
idency, and  Professor  David  J.  Hill,  A.M.,  a 
graduate  of  the  college,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment  C’rozer  professor  of  rhetoric,  was 
chosen  president  of  the  university,  a position 
which  he  still  occupies. 

The  first  step  in  President  Hill’s  administra- 
tion was  an  effort  to  increase  the  endowment. 
This  was  rendered  successful  by  the  liberality 
of  William  Bueknell,  of  Philadelphia,  who  of- 
fered to  give  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  this  pur- 
pose on  condition  that  fifty  thousand  dollars 
more  be  raised,  the  old  endowment  be  reinves- 
ted and  the  corporation  be  reorganized.  The 
town  of  Lewisburgh  was  canvassed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, assisted  by  prominent  citizens,  and  ten 
thousand  dollars  was  subscribed  in  a few  days. 
The  other  forty  thousand  dollars  came  from 
friends  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  all  the  condi- 
tions were  complied  with  and  the  productive 
endowment  was  thus  made  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  About  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars of  this  was  gathered  through  the  exertions 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  G.  AI.  Spratt,  whose  services  to 
the  institution  have  been  constant  and  efficient. 

On  Mav  -0,  1 8X2,  the  charter  was  changed 
hv  ihc  A'uv:  of  tin  count  v of  Union  providing 
for  the  control  of  the  university  by  a board  of 
trustees,  not  exceeding  twenty-five,  four-fifths 
of  whom  must  be  Baptists.  The  trustees  were 
chosen  by  the  subscribers  to  the  new  endow- 
ment fund. 


The  property  of  the  university  now  amounts 
to  three  hundred  and  fifty-live  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  lifly  dollars.  Since  1880  Air. 
William  Bueknell  has  given  to  the  university 
twenty  free  scholarships  of  one  thousand  dollars 
each,  and  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection 
of  a new  chapel,  called  “ Bueknell  Mali,”  and 
other  friends  have  bestowed  sums  of  money  for 
the  extension  and  improvement  of  the  grounds 
and  buildings.  The  university  has  no  debts. 

Since  1851,  when  the  first  class  was  gradua- 
ted, important  changes  bearing  upon  the  pros- 
perity of  the  college  have  taken  place.  The 
Philadelphia  and  Uric  Railroad  runs  within  one 
mile  of  Lewisburgh,  and  the  Lewisburgh  and 
Tyrone  Railroad  passes  through  it,  making  a 
Western  connection.  The  Shamokin,  Hunbury 
and  Lewisburgh  Railroad  passes  through  the 
borough  and  connects  it  with  the  Reading  svs- 
tern.  The  town  is  lighted  with  gas,  supplied 
with  pure  water  and  has  several  miles  of  well- 
paved  sidewalks.  A now  church  edifice,  costing 
nearly  sixty  thousand  dollars,  has  been  built  by 
the  Baptists.  The  natural  beauty  of  the  place 
has  been  enhanced  by  these  improvements;  yet 
it  remains  a quiet,  moral  and  rural  retreat, 
admirably  adapted  to  the  seclusion  which  thor- 
ough study  demands,  for  the  young. 

The  college  has  developed  even  more  rapidly 
than  the  town.  It  has  a library  of  about 
twelve  thousand  volumes,  a museum  of 
more  than  ten  thousand  specimens,  for  the 
illustration  of  science,  a chemical  laboratory 
and  apparatus.  There  are  two  nourishing  lite- 
rary soei dies,  with  libraries  of  their  own.  They 
publish  a monthly  journal  called  The  f 'niccrsity 
Mirror.  There  is  also  a Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association.  Tuition  is  free  to  the  sons  of 
ministers  in  actual  service. 

There  are  now  two  courses  leading  to  a de- 
gree,— 1,  the  classical  course  of  four  years,  lead- 
ing to  the  degree  of  A.B.  ; and  2,  the  Latin 
scientific  course,  leading  to  the  degree  of  S.B. 
Both  courses  haw-  been  brought  up  to  the  -tan- 
dard  ot  the  best  La-tern  colleges,  and  have  re- 
cently given  some  scope  to  the  optional  element. 
Anglo-Saxon,  American  literature,  comparative 
zoology,  analytical  chemistry,  constitutional 
law  and  anthropology  have  been  added  to  both 
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courses.  A.  <_;< h >i I collect  ion  of  engravings,  liclio- 
l\|ii'>;unl  casts  lias  stimulated  the  study  of  the 
tine  arts,  and  illustrated  lectures  are  given  to 
the  senior  class.  Lectures  on  (1  redan  history, 
life  and  literature;  Homan  history,  life  and 
literature;  mediieval  history;  English  history 
mill  literature;  the  history  of  philosophy; 
natural  theology  ; and  the  evidences  of  Christi- 
anity are  regularly  delivered.  'Flic  introduction 
of' a short  course  of  lectures  on  practical  ethics 
and  hygiene  for  the  freshman  class  is  believed  to 
he  distinctively  peculiar  to  this  college.  The 
government  is  thus  based  on  ethical  ideas,  and 
•a  (iir  has  proved  that  an  appeal  to  manhood 
develops  it  and  secures  self-government. 

The  following  have  been  presidents,  acting 
presidents  and  professors  from  the  foundation 
of  the  college  to  the  year  188b  : 

l’RKSI  DENTS. 

F.lccted.  Resigned. 

1 s.-»l . Rev.  Howard  Maleoin,  D.D.,  LL.D 1857 

1 s,>7.  Rev.  Justin  R.  Loomis,  Pli.D.,  LL.D 1 S7 D 

1 s7<».  Rev.  David  J.  Hill,  LL.D. 

ACTING  PRESIDENTS. 

Stephen  AY.  Taylor,  LL.D.,  prior  to  1851. 

Rev.  Geo.  R.  Rdiss,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  during  1S71-72. 
Rev.  Francis  \V.  Tustin,  l’li.D.,  for  six  months  in 
1879. 

PROFESSORS. 

Fleeted.  Resigned. 

1848.  Stephen  \V.  Taylor,  LL.D.,  Mathematics. .1S51 

1849.  Rev.  George  R.  bliss,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Greek 

and  Latin 1S7-1 

1849.  Rev.  George  \V.  Anderson,  D.D.,  I’ll. D., 

Latin 1854 

1851.  Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  D.D.,  LL.D., 

Metaphysics 1857 

1851.  Charles  S.  James,  Pli.D,,  Mathematics 1877 

1851.  Alfred  Taylor,  A. M.,  Rhetoric 1858 

1854.  Rev.  Justin  R.  Loomis,  Pli.D.,  LL.D., 

Nat.  .Sciences,  1858;  Metaphysics,  1879 
1859.  Rev.  Francis  AY.  Tustin,  1’h.D.,  Ancient 
Languages,  1801  ; Nat.  Science,  1874  ; 
Ancient  Languages 


1S05.  Rev.  Lucius  F.  Smith,  D.D.,  Rhetoric 1808 

1805.  Rev.  Lemuel  Moss,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Logic...  1.808 

I S0!t.  Rev.  Robert  Lowry,  D.D.,  Rhetoric 1875 

1871.  Freeman  Loomis,  A.M.,  Mod.  Languages 

1874.  Cornelius  AY.  Larrison,  M.D.,  Natural 

Science  1 875 

1875.  AVil limn  T.  Grier,  A.M.,  Latin 1884 

1877.  David  J.  Hill,  LL.D.,  Rhetoric,  1870; 

Psychology  and  Ethics 

1878.  Charles  S.  Allen,  Ph. lb,  Nat.  Science 1878 


1878. 
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L.M.,  Rhetoric 
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.M. 

, Mathematics 

1885. 
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Rock  wood 
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. AL,  Latin 

1885. 
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G.  Owens, 
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AL,  Physics  and 
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1885. 

Enoch  1 

’ur ri  no,  A . 

AL 
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The  Institute. — fliis  department  of  the  uni- 
versity was  I teg  un  as  a school  in  LS52,  under  the 
principals!! i j>  of  Miss  Iladassah  E.  Scribner,  of 
Maine,  who  retained  her  position  for  two  years. 
In  1 8 5 I two  young  ladies,  the  lirst  class  of  the 
institute,  were  graduated.  At  this  time  all  the 
teachers  resigned,  and  Aliss  Amanda  'Taylor,  of 
Easton,  Ha.,  with  a new  corps  of  assistants, 
undertook  the  work.  In  1858  fifteen  young 
ladies  were  graduated  in  the  presence  of  an 
audience  of  fifteen  hundred  people.  Since  then 
classes  ranging  from  ten  to  twenty  have  been 
graduated  every  year.  In  1857  six  acres  of  a 
beautiful  grove  were  appropriated  fora  suitable 
building  on  the  university  grounds.  The  build- 
ing is  pleasantly  and  healthfully  situated, 
warmed  with  furnaces,  lighted  with  gas  and 
supplied  with  water  on  every  iloor.  It  will  ac- 
commodate ninety  boarders.  In  18b!)  a wing 
was  added,  at  the  cost  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
containing  rooms  for  students  and  a large  gym- 
nasium, which  has  been  suitably  fitted  up. 

In  LSbJ  Miss  Taylor  resigned,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Miss  Lucy  \V.  Hundell,  of  Alden, 
N.  Y.  She  continued  her  work'  ably  until 
18b!),  when  she  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Harriet 
E.  Spratt,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  George  M. 
Spratt,  1 ).!).,  and  a graduate  of  the  institute. 
This  rare  Christian  woman  had  already  spent 
fourteen  years  in  the  school  as  a teacher.  She 
continued  as  principal  until  the  commencement 
of  1878.  A few  months  later  she  ended  a ca- 
reer of  extraordinary  usefulness  by  death,  having 
been  made  Emeritus  lady  principal  after  her 
resignation.  For  twenty-four  years  her  life  was 
devoted  to  the  successive  classes  of  young 
women  that  [Kissed  through  the  institute,  and 
hundreds  mourned  for  her  as  for  a sister. 

In  1878  Jonathan  Jones,  A.M.,  was  elected 
principal,  a position  which  he  ably  tilled  until 
bis  death,  in  January,  1882.  Since  that  time 
Mrs.  Katherine  Ik  Larison  has  been  the 
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1 1 ( ■: i<  1 of  tliis  department  and  has  managed  its 
affairs  with  marked  ability.  The  institute  I 
furnishes  superior  advantages  in  music  and  j 
painting.  Students  enjoy  the  use  of  the  library  [ 
and  museum  of  the  college,  and  are  permitted 
to  attend  the  lectures  of  the  professors. 

The  Academy. — When,  in  LSI!),  the  college 
emerged  into  a distinct  department  of  the  uni- 
versity, the  academy  was  intrusted  to  the  prin- 
eipalship  of  Isaac  X.  Loomis,  A. AT.,  sharing 
the  new  academy  building  with  the  college. 
This  arrangement  continued  until  the;  college 
building  was  completed  ; II.  I).  Walker,  A. AL, 
succeeding  Principal  Loomis  in  1 So,'!,  and 
George  Yeager,  A. AL,  following  in  18-37.  Isaac 
C.  Wynn,  A. AT.,  became  principal  in  1839,  and 
in  January,  1800,  the  academy  building  being  [ 
used  then  solely  fin*  that  department,  it  was 
fitted  up  for  a boarding-school  for  boys  and 
young  men.  Until  1808  the  academy  embraced 
the  classical  preparatory  classes  of  the  univer- 
sity, but  in  that  year  “The  Classical  Prepar- 
atory Department”  was  organized,  with  Free- 
man .Loomis,  A .AT.,  as  principal,  the  academy 
being  confined  to  Unglish  branches  only.  This 
arrangement  continued,  the  Unglish  academy 
having  in  the.  mean  time  a succession  of  princi- 
pals, .until  1878,  when  the  departments  were 
reunited  under  the  prineipalship  of  William  F. 
ALirtin,  A.AL  “The  Classical  Preparatory  j 
Department,”  from  1808  to  1878,  was  estab- 
lished in  the  west  wing  of  the  college  building. 

The  academy,  as  reorganized  in  1878,  is  a 
thorough  Unglish  and  classical  school,  designed 
to  prepare  young  men  for  college,  for  business 
or  for  teaching  in  the  common  schools.  The 
students  have  access  to  the  college  library  and  [ 
reading-room.  When  prepared,  they  are  ad-  J 
mitted  to  the  college  upon  the  certificate  of  the  J 
principal,  without  examination.  Special  atten- 
tion is  given  to  Unglish  and  commercial  ‘ 
branches.  Many  improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  building,  rendering  if  a pleasant 
home  lor  boys.  Students  of  small  means  are 
allowed  to  board  in  clubs,  which  reduces  their 
expenses  considerably. 

The.  Tlieo/ni/icdl  Pi/ui  rl  ment  charter 

of  the  university  permits  the  cslablLluuent  of 
any  professional  school  by  the  corporation.  A 


school  of  theology,  however,  is  the  only  depart- 
ment of  this  kind  so  far  attempted.  This  was 
opened  in  1833  under  the  charge  of  \ bomas 
U.  Curtis,  D.D.,  and  continued  during  thirteen 
years.  On  the  resignation  of  Professor  Curtis, 
in  1893,  the  school  was  reorganized,  with  Lem- 
uel A lass,  D.D.,  as  professor  of  theology  anil 
J meins  U.  -Smith,  D.D.,  as  professor  of  sacred, 
rhetoric  and  pastoral  theology,  George  R. 
Bliss,  D.l ).,  being  continued  as  professor  of 
Biblical  interpretation.  In  1868  the  depart- 
ment was  removed  to  Upland,  Pa.,  and  reor- 
ganized by  the  family  of  the  late  John  R. 
Crozer  as  “The  Crozer  Theological  Seminary,” 
under  a new  corporation,  but  still  retaining  a 
close  connection  with  the  university  at  Lewis- 
burgh,  whose  graduates  supply  its  classes  in  a 
large  measure.  While  at  Lcwisburgh  the  de- 
partment enrolled  thirty-eight  graduates.  These 
have  been  received  and  enrolled  among  the 
alumni  of  the  Crozer  Seminary. 

JrsTrx  Rojmu  Loomis,  LL.D.,  for  many 
years  president  of  the  college,  and  the  man  to 
whom,  more  than  to  any  other  individual,  is  due 
the  credit  for  its  success,  is  a descendant  of 
Joseph  Loomis,  who  came  to  America  from 
Braintree,  Ussex  County,  Ungland,  in  1638, 
and,  after  a short  residence  in  Massachusetts, 
removed,  in  163!)  or  1 640,  to  W indsor,  Conn. 
The  doctor  was  born  in  Bennington,  Wyo- 
ming Countv,  X.  Y.,  August  21,  1810.  1 1 is 
preparation  for  college  was  made  at  Ahuli- 
son  University,  Xew  York,  and,  being  com- 
pleted, he  entered  Brown  University,  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  L,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1833.  He  taught  for  one  year  in  the 
State  Agricultural  School  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
then  became  a tutor  and  soon  after  professor 
of  natural  science  in  Watcrville  College  (now 
Colby  University),  in  Alamo.  lie  remained 
there  sixteen  years,  or  until  1832.  He  then 
traveled  for  about  a year  in  Bolivia  mid  Peru, 
South  A ineriea,  after  which  he  came  to  Lewis- 
burgh  and  entered  the  university  as  professor  of 
natural  sciences.  In  1838  he  was  made  presi- 
dent of  the  university,  succeeding  Dr.  Howard 
Maloom,  and  remaining  in  that  responsible  po- 
sition lor  twenty-one  years,  or  until  1879,  when 
he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  bv  Dr.  David 
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ami  Asia,  reluming'  l>y  way  of  San  Francisco. 

I Ic  made  visits  to  Furopo  again  in  1ST.'!  and 
I s 7 0 , and  in  ISS’J  sojourned  in  California. 
He  has  written  nnieb  I’nr  the  press,  and  in  1X51 
published  a work  on  geology,  and  in  I8n2  one 
on  human  physiology. 

Dr.  Loomis  was  first  married  to  Sarah  Anne 
Freeman,  of  Richfield  Springs,  N.  Y.,  January 
](>,  1888.  She  died  March  3,  1852.  There 
was  one  son  by  this  marriage,  Freeman  Loomis, 
now  professor  of  modern  languages  in  the 
university.  Dr.  Loomis  married,  as  his  second 
wife,  January  1 7,  1854,  Mary  Gilbert.  Carrie 
Loomis,  now  a teacher  of  modern  languages  in 
the  Female  Institute  of  the  university,  was  a 
daughter  by  this  marriage.  Mis  third  wife, 
now  living,  to  whom  the  doctor  was  married 
August  20,  1878,  was  Miss  Augusta  Tucker. 
A son  bv  this  marriage,  Andrew  ( 1 . Loomis,  is 
now  twelve  years  of  age. 

In  closing  this  brief  sketch  of  Dr.  Loomis, 
wo  cannot  do  better  than  to  use  a few  words  of 
characterization  from  one  who  knows  him  and 
his  work  intimately  : 

“For  more  than  twenty  years  Dr.  Loomis  stood  as 
the  leading  representative  of  higher  education  among 
the  Baptists  of  L’emisyl vania.  itis  broad  and  deep 
scholarship,  his  large  knowledge  derived  from  ex- 
tensive foreign  travel  and  earelul  observation  of  men, 
his  strung  ( 'I i l ist  inn  faith  and  his  indomitable  resolu- 
tion combined  to  lit  him  for  leadership.  Hundreds 
of  young  men  remember  him  with  gratitude,  and  eon- 
less  that  to  him,  more  than  to  any  other  man,  they 
owe  the  discipline  of  mind  and  the  force  of  character 
that  have  made  them  successful  in  the  world.  The 
Lewisburgh  Baptist  Church  Udilice  stands  not  only  as 
a monument  to  his  superior  architectural  taste,  but 
also  to  bis  remarkable  self-sacrifice  in  toiling  and  giv- 
ing for  its  completion.  It  has  been  the  characteristic 
of  his  life  to  accomplish  that  which  be  undertook, 
and  he  has  devoted  a long  career  to  the  realization  of 
unselfish  ends  in  the  elevation  and  enlightenment  of 
others.” 

David  J.  IIn.u,  LL.l).,  was  born  in  Plain- 
licld,  N.  J.,  on  the  loth  of  June,  1850.  He 
was  prepared  for  college  at  Sudicld,  Conn.,  and 


( 'ooperstown,  X.  Y.  Filtered  the  university 
at  Lewisburgh  in  1870.  lie  took  the  fir-t  prize 
for  oratory  in  1878,  and  was  graduated  with 
the  valedictory  addresses,  the  lirst  honor  of  lii.s 
class,  in  187  1.  lie  was  culled  to  the  pastorale 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Madison,  Wis., 
but  declined,  accepting  a call  as  tutor  in  ancient 
languages  in  the  university  at  Lewisburgh.  At 
the  close  of  the  collegiate  year  Mr.  Hill  was  ap- 
pointed instructor  in  rhetoric  in  the  university, 
and  in  1877  Crozer  professor  of  rhetoric.  At 
the  same  time  he  published,  through  Sheldon  A 
Co.,  of  New  York,  “ The  Science  of  .Rhetoric,” 
an  advanced  text-book  for  colleges,  which  was 
adopted  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  Brown 
University,  Vassal1  College  and  other  first  class 
institutions.  At  the  request  of  Sheldon  & Co., 
Professor  Hill  prepared  “The  Elements  of 
llhetoric,”  for  schools  of  lower  grade,  which  is 
now  used  in  every  State  and  Territory,  and  has 
been  republished  in  Fngland.  In  187b  Pro- 
fessor Hill  began  a series  of  brief  biographies  of 
American  authors,  similar  to  Morley’s  “ Eng- 
lish Men  of  Letters.”  Two  volumes,  on  Irving 
and  Bryant  respectively,  were  issued  by  Shel- 
don A Co.,  and  were  widely  sold  and  noticed. 
The  preparation  of  this  series  was  interrupted 
by  his  election  to  the  presidency  of  the  univer- 
sity in  March,  1870,  to  succeed  the  Lev.  Jus- 
tin R.  Loomis,  LL.D.,  the  position  which  he 
now  occupies.  lie  has  since  devoted  himself, 
mainly  to  the  interests  of  the  university,  but 
has  found  time  to  edit  Jevon’s  “ Elementary 
Lessons  in  Logic,”  to  write  a small  work  on 
“The  Principles  and  Fallacies  of  Socialism,” 
which  has  been  widely  distributed  among  the 
laboring  classes,  over  ten  thousand  copies  hav- 
ing been  sold,  and  to  prepare  original  lectures 
for  his  college  classes  on  11  Economies,”  “ .An- 
thropology” and  “Psychology,”  which  have 
been  privately  printed.  lie  has  also  delivered 
many  lectures  of  a more  popular  character  on 
literary  and  scientific  subjects,  and  written 
many  articles  for  reviews  and  other  periodicals. 
Under  his  administration  the  university  has  in 
live  years  added  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  its  funds,  and  more  than 
fifty  per  cent,  to  its  students,  besides  making 
important  progress  in  other  directions. 
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JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Fx- 1 ’resident  Loomis  says: 

“ President  .Hill  eanio  into  his  present  position  not 
because  lie  sought  it,  but  because  ol’  his  recognized  lit- 
jicss  for  it.  His  high  scholarship  as  a student,  his 
success  with  classes  as  a tutor  and  professor,  his  dis- 
passionate and  correct  judgment  and  his  scholarly 
aims  and  attainments  all  singled  him  out  as  the  man 
for  the  presidency,  notwithstanding  the  extremely 
early  age  at  which  he  was  called  to  the  position.  It 
was  a trying  one,  and  nmny  steps  ol  progress  were  at 
once  needed,  but  he  has  not  been  under  the  necessity 
of  making  any  retrograde  movement.  1 Ic  is  an  expert 
in  the  management  of  classes  of  college  students,  and 
be  impresses  men  in  all  grades  of  1 i Ic  so  that  they 
trust  him  and  follow  him.  It  is  this  high  phase  of 
manhood  that  lias  given  him  his  stronghold  on  the 
patrons  of  the  university  and  strengthened  its  finan- 
cial condition  beyond  the  fear  of  collapse.  At  the 
same  time  the  internal  administration,  both  of  in- 
struction and  government,  encourages  the  friends  of 
the  university  to  look  forward  to  many  years  of  pros- 
perity without  the  thought  of  change,  except  such  as 
he  shall  introduce.” 

Tut:  Lkwiniu'iujii  ( !i:m  ktkky  is  controlled 
by  tlu:  Lewisbiirgh  ( ,'emetery  Association,  which 
was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Assembly, 
approved  April  10,  1848,  and  had  as  its  incor- 
porators Thomas  Hayes,  George.  F.  Miller,  j 
James  I\  Ross,  Solomon  Ivittcr,  John  Cham- 
berlin, William  Hayes,  Hugh  1*.  Shellcr, 
Stephen  S.  Lyndell,  Flavel  Clingan,  Sam- 
uel Wolfe,  James  Moore,  Jr.,  Levi  15. 
Christ,  Henry  Noll,  Levi  Sterner,  William 
W ilson,  Rcter  Xevius,  John  Gundy,  Jacob 
Gundy.  At  the  organization  of  the  association 
in  the  following  May,  George  F.  Miller  was 
chosen  president ; W illiam  Wilson,  secretary  ; 
and  Thomas  I Fayes,  treasurer.  The  former  has 
since  held  his  office,  and  in  188(5,  I).  B.  Miller 
was  the  secretary  and  treasurer.  At  this 
time  the  board  of  managers,  is  composed  of 
Fli  Slil’er,  F.  C.  Harrison,  J.  M.  Linn,  1 ).  I>. 
Miller,  John  Walls,  W.  ( Duncan,  Joseph  M. 
Nesbit.  'The  cemetery  is  in  Last  Rnffido  town- 
ship, on  the  southwest  and  just  outside  of  the 
borough.  It  comprises  twelve  acres  ol"  ■well- 
drained  land,  six  of  which  were  bought  of  John 
Chamberlain,  June  f>,  1818,  for  nine  hundred 
dollars.  The  addition  was  purchased  January  2, 
1878,  and  cost  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  cemetery  contains  the  graves  of 
Colonel  Cameron,  many  other  soldiers  and 


prominent  citizens  of  Lewislmrgh  and  Union 
County. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKIOTOIIFS. 


HAM  UHL  WILSON  WYKOFF  SOU  A FFLE. 

The  man  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of 
this  sketch  (chiefly  devoted  to  his  ancestry)  has 
been  for  many  years  familiarly  known  to  the 
people  of  Lewisbiirgh  as  one  of  its  substantial 
business  men,  and  belongs  to  a family  which 
for  more  than  three-score  years  has  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  interests  of  the  town, 
in  a line  of  merchandising  which  verges  upon 
the  nature  of  a profession,  and,  indeed,  involves 
so  much  of  study,  of  scientific  experiment  and 
of  responsibility  that  it  may,  perhaps,  be  more 
appropriately  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  cate- 
gory of  the  latter  than  as  a business  vocation. 
The  history  of  this  family,  of  which  three  in- 
dividuals, representatives  of  as  many  generations, 
have  followed  in  Lewisbiirgh  the  calling  of 
chemists  and  druggists,  is  a matter  of  record 
from  a time  considerably  antedating  the  arrival 
in  America  of  our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather, 
Charles  Frederick  Sellable.  This  man,  the 
progenitor  of  all  of  theSchaillc  family  in  America, 
was  born  in  Durmenz,  in  the  kingdom  ofWur- 
temberg,  Oberamt  Maulbriin,  Germany,  August 
29,  1796,  and  was  one  of  seven  children — the 
youngest  of  five  sons — of  Simon  F.  Schaffle  and 
Mary  Magdalena  Klincr,  his  wife.  1 1 is  father 
was  a man  of  influence  and  position,  and  for 
eight  years  the  burgomaster  of  Durmenz. 

Charles  Frederick  seems  early  in  life  to  have 
acquired  that  love  of  liberty  and  lack  of  rever- 
ence for  rank  which  were  very  proper  charac- 
teristics for  a man  who  was  to  become  a good 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  fact,  his  im- 
migration to  America  was  brought  about  through 
his  determination  to  escape  conscription  into  the 
Imperial  army,  which  was  especially  threatened, 
because  of  bis  independence  in  ignoring  a set 
form  of  obsequious  salutation  to  some  high 
functionary,  or  perhaps  the  crown.  The  young 
man  sailed  for  America  in  1 81 8,  and,  after  a 
three  months’  voyage,  landed  at  Philadelphia 


•<  .il  iv  • J 

!>'.  1 •■!.!  I I::  ..ii  • . i-i ; fl'i  ■ III  'i!  Jif  1 ■*<  ‘ fv  , 

y ’ *'  'H'  i-'n  I)  ic  : I ,»;i  it  fri:  I 'j; 1J  to  . fi  : >:.*•  , •<  , ; 


m ■4’<r.  >!•.[•. y{,  , ,~'l  ,/ruJO 

'■< ' > i!  v/  •:  . i ■ !l  . i r!  • v ! Ml  ii  i:  l . . . . ( 

I ''no  il  <>Jt  «■■«  ofiy/  i MI  IS  .]/  •[<.  • . .•  > .V/ 

Si'if'j  I h;  t ' ■' ..j  iiui;>  uiif!  .•*  >'<•  : -li'iV  ■ vj.-ij-  -..-/f',  ;•’( 

.•••*.  1 H ...  . t -I*..  ;• 

<!"  ■ ‘>  • » I .I  10  Y • : i4  > -It;  O 1 Til  - * > ' 1 • ' 

' : * , . I r i ' I •!,' 


UN' ION  COUNTY. 


1 289 


ttpuit  .\iio-usl  29llt, — 1 1 is  twenty-second  birthday. 
1 m tin;  following  year  MSI!))  Ik;  came  to  I jewis- 
hurji'li,  and  c \r < ; i 1 1 1 1 a 1 1 y loundod  tin;  business  to 
which  his  son  succeeded, and  which  finally  passed 
into  I lie  possession  of  his  orandson.  1 1 is  apothe- 
cary shop  was  where  Dr.  (trier  lived  and  died. 
The  youiijr  Gcniuin  had  a superior  business 
training,',  a thorough  know  ledge  of  the  chemist’s 
and  apothecary’s  art,  and  yood  recoin nieudat ions 
as  to  ycnera.1  character  and  ability.  A paper 
lias  been  preserved  which  was  given  him  by  his 
employers  in  Stuttgart,  and  shows  that  they  held 
him  in  high  esteem.  Literally  translated,  it 
reads  as  follows  : 

“Mu.  Caul  Schaefle,  of  Durnicnz,  two  years  in 
our  business  engaged,  lias,  through  the  care  of  the  to 
him  entrusted  comptoir  (counting-house),  and  other 
business  work,  as  well  as  his  other  good  conduct,  and 
cultivated,  well -bred  orderliness  our  satisfaction  earned. 

“While  we  hereby  witness  this,  we  wish  him  from 
our  hearts  good  fortune  and  the  Lord's  grace  in  his 
future  undcrlakings. 

“SoTKU  I.K  Jc  S.Vm.KIt  | SEA  I,  ]. 

“ Stuttgarte,  “O  December,  1817.” 

Sellable  soon  began  to  thrive  in  business,  as 
his  qualifications  became  known,  and  he  had 
not  been  long  in  Lewislmrgh  before  his  condi- 
tion warranted  him  in  marrying.  During  the 
very  year  that  he  located  here  the  young  woman 
who  was  to  become  his  wife  had  left  her  home 
on  the  German  border  of  France,  and  had 
come  across  the  broad  Atlantic  by  a long  and 
dreary  voyage  similar  to  that  which  Sellable  bad 
made.  She  was  Marie  Caroline  Dickcs,  daughter 
of  Jean  Guillaume  Dickes  and  Marie  Elizabeth 
Feline,  bis  wife,  and  was  born  at  St.  Marie  aux 
M ine,  A lsace,  France,  April  2!),  1800,  as  a copy 
from  the  official  entry  on  the  “Register  of  Firths” 
of  that  commune,  “in  the  District  of  Cal  mar, 
Department  of  the  Upper  Rhine,”  attests.  She 
left  France  upon  her  birthday,  April  2!),  1819, 
with  her  parents  and  only  brother,  Joseph,  who 
became  secretary  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  ex-King 
of  Spain,  and  had  that  position  until  the  mon- 
arch’s death,  when  he  left  for  other  realms. 

Charles  Frederick  Sellable  and  Marie  Caro- 
line Dickes  were  married  in  Lcwisbiirgh  March 
12,  1820.  Over  half  a century  of  wedded  life 
was  theirs,  and  they  were  parted  only  by  death, 
the  wife  passing  from  the  earth  chapter  of  life, 


after  more  than  the  allotted  span,  September  25, 
1871,  whileher  husband,  surviving  bertcu  vears, 
died  March  7,  1881.  'They  were  tin;  parents  of 
ten  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in  Taney.1 

Charles  William  Sellable,  the  oldest  son,  was 
horn  December  8,  1820,  and  was  married,  Jan- 
uary 28,  1815,  to  Mary  Wykolf,  daughter  of 
Fetor  W ykolf  and  Sarah  Kevins,  his  wife,  born 
November  I 1,  1828.  She  was  a descendant,  on 
her  mother’s  side,  of  the  Chamberlain  family, 
well  known  in  Union  County.2  Fight  children 
were;  the  offspring  of  this  marriage,  the  oldest 
of  whom  was  Samuel  W ilson  Wykolf  Sellable, 
born  in  Lcwisbiirgh  November  24,  18  15,  and 
named  after  his  maternal  uncle. 


1 It  is  worthy  of  remark  in  this  connection  that  three  of 
the  sons  of  the  independence  and  liberty. loving  German 
pioneer— -John  Joseph,  ( 'harles  Dickes  arid  Franklin  ScImlHe 
—responded  to  the  call  for  men  to  put  down  the  great  Rebel- 
lion of  1801-05,  and  gave  their  lives  in  defense  of  the 
country.  John  Joseph  Sellable  was  wounded  at  the  second 
buttle  of  Hull  Run,  a.  rille  hall  entering  his  ankle  near  the 
instep,  and  passing  down  into  the  heel.  lie  was  left  upon 
the  field  for  several  days,  unable  to  move,  during  which 
time  lie  extracted  the  lmllet  with  his  own  hand,  cutting 
away  the  solid  tiesli  of  his  heel  with  a penknife.  II is  hero- 
ism and  nerve,  however,  did  not  save  him.  lie  was  taken 
to  Lincoln  Hospital,  at  Washington,  where,  after  suffer- 
ing three  amputations  of  his  leg,  he  died.  1 1 is  body  was 
brought  to  his  home,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  Lcwisbiirgh 
Cemetery.  In  the  same  battle  of  Hull  Run,  Charles  Dickes 
Sellable,  who  was  captain  of  Company  D,  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Reserves,  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  lie  was  con- 
fined in  Libby  Prison  many  weeks,  and  while  patiently 
awaiting  for  a truce-boat  to  exchange  prisoners,  lie,  with 
twenty-two  fellow-officers,  fell  a victim  to  gangrene,  and 
all  died  within  forty-eight  hours  of  each  other.  Franklin 
Sellable,  who  was  orderly  to  General  Reno,  and  distin- 
guished himself  on  several  occasions  by  riding  through  the 
thickest  of  tiie  tight  to  deliver  orders,  contracted,  from  ex- 
posure in  the  service,  the  disease  which  ended  his  life.  He, 
too,  lies  in  a soldier’s  grave  at  Lewisburgh. 

2 Lucrctia  Chamberlain  lived  tothegood  old  age  of  one 
hundred  and  five  years.  Colonel  William  Chamberlain,  her 
son,  was  born  September  25,  1740,  and  married,  June  8, 
1758,  Elizabeth  Finbrook,  born  August  2d,  174D,  who  was 
the  first  of  his  four  wives,  by  whom  he  had  twenty-three 
children.  One  of  his  daughters  by  Elizabeth,  named  Lu- 
eretia,  and  born  December  20,  1705,  was  married,  November 
1(5,  1780,  to  Christian  Nevitis,  who  was  born  November  1> 
1750.  They  had  eleven  children , among  whom  was  Sarah, 
horn  August  20,  1800.  Peter  Wykolf,  born  November  14, 
1707,  married  Sarah  Kevins  January  ill,  1822.  There 
were  three  children  by  this  marriage,— Samuel  Wilsoin 
Mary  and  John  N.;  Mary,  us  noted  above,  being  horn 
November  14,  1824. 
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JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Tin;  youth  of  our  subject  \v;is  spent  at  1 1 is 
home,  and  in  a manner  not  unlike  that  of  the 
majority  of  hoys.  In  due  time  he  entered  the 
academy  of  the  university  at  Lewisburgh, 
where  he  studied  until  he  was  iiflcen  years  of 
age.  The  W ar  of  the  Rebellion  then  breaking 
out,  and  there  being  a great  scarcity  of  young 
men,  in  consequence  of  which  it  was  difficult  to 
obtain  clerks,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  school  and 
enter  his  lather’s  drug-store,  where  he  remained 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  He  then 
went  to  Philadelphia  and  entered  the  wholesale 
drug  business  with  Elliot,  V bite  A Co.,  who 
were,  in  a certain  sense,  his  preceptors  while  he 
attended  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Phar- 
macy. In  I Still  he  returned  to  Lewisburgh  and 
assumed  the  management  of  the  old  drug-store 
in  which  he  had  learned  the  first  principles  of 
his  calling.  By  close  application,  good  business 
qualifications  and  indomitable  will  he  has  built 
up  a trade  second  to  none  in  the  town  or  region, 
and  has  earned  a reputation,  which  is  more  than 
local,  as  a thorough  and  progressive  pharmacist. 
He  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  American 
Pharmaceutical  Association  for  a number  of 
years.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Pharmaceutical  Association;  has  read  papers 
before  that  body,  and  at  its  last  session  (1S8”>), 
at  Erie,  was  elected  one  of  its  executive  officers, 
lie  is  also  an  honorary  member  of  the  North- 
umberland County  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

In  polities  Mr.  Sehafllc  is  a true  Independent. 
Although  taking  a warm  interest  in  questions 
of  public  policy,  he  has  had  no  desire  to  per- 
sonally profit  by  politics,  and  therefore  has 
taken  but  little  part  in  local  contests,  although 
he  was  the  candidate  for  county  treasurer  on 
the 'Temperance  ticket  in  the  campaign  of  1 S S i . 
J I is  energies,  when  exerted  outside  of  his  business 
or  profession,  have  been  almost  invariably  in 
the  line  ol  some  general  good,  rather  than  ] lersona I 
preferment,  lie  was  for  a number  of  years 
treasurer  of  the  Home  Building  Association,  of 
Lewisburgh,  and  when  the  Hoard  of 'Trade  was 
organized  under  very  auspicious  circumstances, 
towards  the  close  ol  188o,  he  was  elected  its 
president, — a fact  significant  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  business  men. 

Mr.  Schaflle  was  married,  April  20,  INS  I,  to 


Margaret  Bowie  1 1 utchison,  daughter  of  ( diaries 
and  Agnes  (McCullough)  Hutchison,  of  Kings- 
ton, Pa., — the  former  from  Johnston,  near  Glas- 
gow, and  the  latter  from  Paisley,  Scotland. 
Mr.  Hutchison  has,  however,  long  been  identi- 
fied with  the  coal  interests  ol  the  Luzerne 
region,  having  been  an  operator  in  the  vicinity 
of  Plymouth  and  Kingston  for  a quarter  of  a 
century.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Sellable  are  the  parents 
of  one  child,  who  was  born  Alay  JO,  1883,  and 
bears  the  family  name  of  Karl. 


j:li  sr.iriiu. 

Eli  Slifcr,  who,  when  scarcely  beyond  the 
prime  of  life,  and  during  a momentous  crisis, 
held  a position  in  the  service  of  the  State  second 
only  to  one  in  importance,  honor,  responsibility 
and  usefulness,  was  of  very  lowly  birth  and 
came  of  an  humble,  unambitious,  but  worthy 
people,  the  Herman  Baptists,  commonly  called 
Dunkards,  who  form  a valuable  element  in  the 
body  politic  of  the  State, — a safe,  conservative 
class  of  citizens,  but  one,  from  its  inherent 
nature,  contributing  few  individuals  to  the 
ranks  of  public  men.  The  career  of  our  sub- 
ject, under  these  circumstances,  forms  a strong 
and  rare  illustration  of  eminence  attained  with- 
out the  environment  of  advantages  and  without 
self-seeking,  but  purely  by  worth. 

Eli  Sliier’s  great-grandfather  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Bucks  Bounty,  coming  thither 
from  ( iermany  some  time  during  the  first  half 
of  the  past  century.  He  had  a son,  Abraham, 
and  his  son  of  the  same  name  was  the  father  of 
Eli,  wlm  wits  born  in  Coventry  township, 
Chester  County,  in  1818.  His  parents  were 
poor;  but  their  children,  live  in  number,  of 
whom  Eli  occupied  a middle  position  in  age, 
were  deprived  of  even  the  limited  advantages 
which  tliev  could  have  extended  ; for  they  both 
died  while  the  children  were  quite  voting. 
Eli  received  some  measure  of  cart:  front  Samuel 
Harley,  a brother  in  religion  of  his  father;  but 
he  wits  verv  early  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. In  183  1.  when  sixteen  years  of  ago, 
he  w:is  apprenticed  to  tl.ic  hatting  trade  in 
Lewisburgh.  Speaking  reflectively  of  this  pe- 
riod of  his  early  life,  Air.  Slifcr  has  been 


a s fcj  - y.v  tf /*  I ''hlVi'Jl 


' i n , id  i(  4.  j ■< <*i . tii  4 ’):h  ,.i  1 r>n» 

■ ' 1 1 '.'li  ' ’).  I I 'I ' i I '•!  'j:I  ■••It  , ■ ■_ 


lihii 

>.[  ,1101;."  : 'i<»  r/.-nf  111)  Ifi  'mkmi  . 


r : , : : i ] 4 / 1 ?>»: I v>4k 


: « lil'.l  . ' * 

•'  'i  Ill  . li  >!' 


ill!  >1  ■ ' 


:U tTi  Mf>  If  'll!  U'.ii!  .inti-  ii'iV  n itM 


i ■ till i i pi  ■ >1  i ) 1 li  it 

K,l  , : : • h r : - ••  I It’ll  ! ' 

.'111  . I ii.  i , 1 . yt  ih'  / M't ..  iM  | 


UNION  COUNTY. 


] 2'J  1 


known  lo  say  that  whatever  of  eapabilil y or 
success  or  usefulness  he  obtained  in  later  years 
was  directly  traceable  to  certain  circumstances, 
very  annoying  and  apparently  unfavorable  at 
the  linn;,  under  which  he  was  placed  on  first; 
comino;  to  (he  town  which  has  ever  since  been 
his  home.  He  was  a tall,  angular,  uncouth 
hoy,  without  education,  and,  by  operation  of  a 
vers-  common  law  of. human  nature,  very  soon 
became  the  object  of  unpleasant  remark  on  the 
part  of  the  better-favored  youth  of  the  time. 
This  was  a blessing  in  the  disguise  of  a disap- 
pointment and  misfortune.  The  boy  was,  at 
least,  as  sensitive  in  nature  as  he  was  singular 
in  appearance,  and  lie  shrank  from  association 
with  the  boys  and  young  men  of  the  town, 
feeling  his  semi-ostracism  keenly,  but  event- 
ually benefiting  by  it;  for  he  became,  in  his 
seclusion,  a student,  and  laid  the  foundation  for 
a liberal  self-education,  continued  through  his 
maturer  years.  Had  he  been  received  by  the 
youth  of  the  town  on  a plane  of  equality  and 
respect,  it  is  probable  that  the  evening  hours, 
when  he  was  not  engaged  at  his  trade,  would 
have  been  passed,  as  were  theirs  for  the  most 
part,  in  pleasant  and  profitless  ways,  and  his 
hooks,  in  a large  measure,  neglected. 

In  1811  he  removed  to  Northumberland, 
and  engaged  in  the  boat-building  business. 
In  18-lb  he  returned  to  Lewisburgh,  and,  in 
partnership  with  William  Frick,  established 
the  same  business  on  a larger  scale,  subsequently 
adding  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  The  firm 
of  Frick  A Slifer  became  quite  well  known  in 
commercial  circles,  gave  employment  to  over  a i 
hundred  men,  and  was  quite  successful, — so  { 
much  so,  in  fact,  that  FI i Slifer  retired,  after 
some  years,  with  a reasonable  competency. 

Subsequently,  with  several  associates,  he 
became  interested  in  a foundry  and  machine- 
shop  for  the  manufacture  of  agricultural 
implements,  lie  first  participated  in  political 
matters  as  a leader  in  IN-18,  and  displayed 
a high  measure  of  ability  in  the  public 
discussions  in  lavor  of  Whig  principles  and 
candidates.  In  INI!)  he  received  the  unani- 
mous nomination  as  W hig  candidate  lbr  the  ■ 
Legislature  in  the  district  composed  of  Union  j 
and  Juniata  Counties  (Union  then  including] 


w hat  is  now  Snyder  County).  1 1 is  action  in 
the  Legislature  was  so  heartily  approved  that 
he  was  re-nominated  and  re-elected  by  an  over- 
whelming majority.  In  1851  he  was  selected 
as  the  compromise  candidate  for  the  Senate, 
each  county  in  the  Senatorial  district  having 
put  forth  a candidate.  lie  was  elected  without 
opposition,  and  that  in  a district  which  was 
successfully  contested  bv  the  Democratic  party 
the  same  year,  for  important  olliees, — a fact  in- 
dicating the  universal  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  the  people  of  all  political  faiths.  In  185b 
he  was  elected  State  treasurer,  but  retired  in 
1850,  his  party  being  in  the  minority.  In 
1859,  when  the  Kepublicans  first  predom- 
inated in  the  Legislature,  he  was  again 
elected  State  treasurer,  and  he  was  re-elected 
in  1800.  Four  months  prior  to  the  close 
of  his  term,  in  January,  1801,  he  resigned 
this  office  to  accept  the  more  important  one 
of  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  under 
Governor  Curtin,  which  position  he  held  dur- 
ing (he  war,  when  it  was  second  only  to  the 
Governorship  in  the  grave  responsibility  and 
exacting  duties  which  it  demanded.  Mr.  Slifer 
held  the  office  also  through  Governor  Curtin’s 
second  term,  resigning  at  its  close,  in  18(17  and 
retiring  to  needed  rest,  after  his  long  period  of 
intense  activity,  with  his  health  irretrievably 
shattered.  It  has  been  said  by  a very  compe- 
tent observer  and  judge  that  “ the  services  he 
rendered  his  State  during  the  Rebellion  were 
excessively  arduous,  exacting  and  untiring,  and 
all  were  performed  with  notable  unselfishness 
and  a patriotic  devotion  to  the  public  weal.” 
After  his  resignation  Mr.  Slifer  passed  nearly 
a year  in  Furope,  going  on  a government  ves- 
sel, by  invitation  of  the  national  authorities. 
Since  then  he  has  lived  in  partial  retirement 
upon  his  farm,  near  Lewisburgh.  As  a 
rule,  he  has  not  participated  actively  in  poli- 
tical matters,  though  retaining  a warm  inter- 
est in  watching  the  contest  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  same  general  principles  which  he 
labored  zealously  to  advance  in  former  years, 
and  in  several  campaigns,  at  the  solicitation  of 
his  friends,  he  has,  in  public  speech  and  other- 
wise, expressed  his  convictions  and  used  his 
strong  influence  for  their  success.  He  has 
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been  throughout  his  career  a man  of'  rare  unol>- 
trusivness,  never  seeking  office,  and  only  ac- 
cepting the  high  positions  he  has  filled  when,  in 
the  natural  order  of  events,  they  were  ollcrcd 
to  him. 

Mr.  Slil’er  was  married,  in  l.S  10,  to  Catha- 
rine Erick,  a sister  of  his  old  business  partner. 
'There  were  horn  to  them  eight  children,  of 
whom  three  are  deceased.  -John  Frick  Sliler, 
the  first-born,  died  in  infancy.  William  and 
John  were  both  accidentally  killed,  the  former 
in  maturity,  leaving  a family,  and  the  latter 
when  of  tender  years.  Of  the  children  living, 
the  two  sons,  Samuel  Ilarley  and  Eli  Slif'er,  are 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements 
at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  j Catharine  is  the  wife  of 
Andrew'  II.  Dill,  Es<p,  of  Lewisburgh  ; Clara, 
the  w ife  of  Robert  Green,  of  Muncy  j and 
Anna  Frick,  the  wife  of  William  Walls,  of 
1 jcwisburgh. 


JOHN  W.  SHAFFER. 

John  W.  Shaffer  was  born  in  Kelly  township 
February  18,  1842,  and  received  a common- 
school  education  and  worked  on  the  farm  until 
18IJ7,  when  he  moved  to  Lewisburgh  and  en- 
tered the  shops  of  the  Central  Manufacturing 
Company  to  learn  the  business  of  a machinist. 
After  a few  years  he  became  an  employe  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Erie  Railroad  Company  as  a 
fireman,  and  continued  until  1874.  This  oc- 
cupation did  not,  however,  promise  to  him  the 
advancement  he  desired  and  which  everv  man 
feels  is  due  to  his  family.  lie  sought  a more 
promising  line  of  business  and  opened  a cloth- 
ing-store on  Market  Street,  in  Lewisburgh, 
which  lie  still  continues.  In  1877,  he  added  a 
tailoring  department  to  his  business,  of  which 
the  citizens  have  shown  their  approval  by  a 
liberal  patronage. 

( )n  the  8th  of  December,  18(14,  he  married 
Angelina  Schraek,  daughter  of  David  Sell  rack, 
of  East  Bulfalo  township. 

I he  ancestors  of  Mr.  Shalfer  were  from  Ger- 
many, and  his  grandfather,  .John  Shalfer,  was  a 
native  of  .Vilen  township,  Northampton  County, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married.  In 
18.44,  with  his  wife  and  family,  consisting  of  live 


sons  and  one  daughter,  he  came  to  Kelly  town- 
ship and  purchased  the  farm  now  owned  by 
David  1 1 ei nly.  After  several  years  he  moved 
to  Maryland,  and  later  to  Stephenson  County, 
III.  Of  his  children,  Abraham  remained  in  the 
county.  lie  was  born  April  28,  1 8 1 o,  and, 
-January  1 1 , 1 848,  married  Elizabeth,  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  1 1 ummcl,  of  Union  County.  They 
settled  on  a larm  given  to  his  wife  by  her 
father,  which  is  now  owned  by  their  son,  John 
\\r.  Shaffer. 


C II  APT  JOB,  VI. 

BUFFALO  TOWNSHIPA 

An  angle  of  Buffalo  township  extends  to  the 
borough  of  Lewisburgh.  The  line  between 
Bulfalo  and  East  Bulfalo  extends  from  where 
the  borough  line  intersects  the  road  to  Buffalo 
Cross  Roads  nearly  due  west. 

George  Deri',  w hen  he  sold  fo  Lyman,  moved 
to  the  mill  (ShrincEs)  and  built  a frame  house, 
which  was  torn  down  to  be  replaced  by  the 
brick  house  of  Joseph  \V.  Shriner. 

ORNKALOUY  OF  LUDWIG  DF.JUt’S  FAMILY. 
Ludwig  Derr,  died  October,  17S5. 

Catherine  , died  178b. 

George  Derr,  died  February,  1829,  aged  G7. 

Fanny  Yent/.er,  died  February  15,  1842,  aged  72. 

1.  Catherine,  married  William  Davis  ; 5 children. 

2.  Ludwig  Derr  (died  June  17,  18(12,  aged  71) 

married  Charlotte  Stoner  (died  February  8, 

I. 875,  aged  — ) ; 5 children 

3.  George  1 )err,  died  un»*  oruary  5,  1829, 

aged  G7. 

4.  Susanna  Derr,  died  unmarried. 

5.  Henry  Derr,  died  unmarried. 

(i.  Jacob  Derr,  married  Isabella  Hunter;  12 chil- 
dren ; died  August,  1873,  aged  73. 

7.  John  Derr,  married  Sarah  McFaddin ; 4 

daughters;  died  February  1,  18b'.),  aged  72. 

8.  Frances  married  Hugh  McLaughlin;  1 

son,  George  Y.  McLaughlin  ; died  February 
9,  1871,  aged  bb. 

ft.  Benjamin  Derr,  died,  unmarried,  November 

I I,  L8b2.  aged  5b. 

10.  Elizabeth  Deny  married  William  Shriner  ; 2 
children  ; died  September  2b,  18b2,  aged  43. 

11.  Joseph  Derr,  married  Mary  Jane  Kremer; 

12  children;  died  July  21,  1885,  aged  54. 


1 l!y  J.  Merrill  Linn,  Esq. 
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1 child,  H grandchildren,  *11  ^reiit-^rjiiK lcliil- 
dren  iuul  5U  great-great-grandchildren, — to- 
tal, 103. 

George  Bcrr  owned  llic  llodnot and  Michael 
(hven  tracts;  dying,  lie  made  a will,  dividinghis 
property  into  eight  tracts,  one  of  which,  tin; 
mill-seat,  went  to  three  of  (he  children.  Gen- 
eral Abbott  Green  bought  it  of  them,  built  the 
miller’s  brick  house, 'and  there  Joseph  (irecn 
went  to  live  when  first  married.  Samuel  Wolfe 
bought  it  of  Green  in  1838,  and  Joseph  W. 
Sliriner  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Wolfe,  in  whose 
possession  it  now  is.  If  any  one  crosses  the  iron 
bridge  and  looks  down  into  the  creek,  he  will 
see  the  frame-work  of  the  dam,  and  to  the  left, 
on  the  north  side,  the  site,  the  head  and  tail- 
race  of  High’s  mill,  the  first  in  the  county.  It 
was  abandoned  somewhere  in  1 813,  when 
(ieorge  Derr  built  the  present  mill,  which  was 
near  the  site  of  the  old  Van  (Jundy  mill,  which 
can  yet  be  seen  opposite  (leorgc  Derr’s  barn. 
In  repairing  the  mill,  some  years  ago,  Mr. 
Sliriner  found  an  old  burr  mill-stone,  with  the 
date  of  177S  carved  upon  it — no  doubt  the  date 
of  Gundy’s  mill. 

Next  above  the  llodnot  was  the  Bremer  tract, 
mentioned  in  blast  Buffalo.  Here  lived  Hugh 
W ilson,  wlm  died  October  !),  184o,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-four. 

Hugh  Wilson  moved  to  this  valley  from  Northamp- 
ton County,  and  got  here  u lew  days  before  Christ- 
mas, J7tX>.  Lived  the  winter  of  1790-91  in  an  old 
cabin  on  his  father-in-law’s  (William  Irvine,  Irish) 
place,  in  Ihilfalo;  then  kept  tavern  for  two  years,  one 
mile  above  Miillinburg  (late  John  Kleekner’s).  hi 
(lie  latter  part  of  March,  1793,  moved  to  a place 
owned  by  Colonel  Hartley,  one-fourth  ol  a mile  east 
of  Jlartleton,  on  the  old  road  (late  Yeager’s),  where 
lie  lived  five  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1798  moved  to 
Lcwisburgh,  where  he  kept  store  in  a log  building, 
formerly  Thomas  Caldwell’s  (which  stood  where  l)r. 
I’.  C.  Harrison’s  house  now  is),  until  ISO-l,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  William  Hayes,  and  then  moved  on 
to  his  farm,  one  mile  west  of  Lcwisburgh,  where  he 
died,  lacking  twelve  days  of  eighty-five  years  of  age. 
His  children  were  Dr.  Win.  I.  Wilson  (of  Holler's 
Mills),  Mrs.  William  U.  (Steadman,  Francis  Wilson 
and  Mrs.  James  F.  Linn. 

All  the  surveys  along  the  creek,  beginning 
with  the  Hodnot  (the  Derr  place),  were  sur- 
veyed in  August,  1700,  and,  in  fact,  the  surveys 
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of  this  whole  township  were  early  made,  t lie  date 
of  the  warrant  being  the  3d  of  April.  Ludwig 
Derr  bought  the  llodnot  survey  of  John  ( 'oxe, 
of  Philadelphia,  in  June,  1772,  for  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-live  pounds.  Joseph  (Snips 
settled  on  the  David  Henning  place  in  1773, 
and  Janies  Fleming  on  the  Dale  place  the  same 
year,  erected  a cabin  and  cleared  four  or  tive 
acres,  which  he  cultivated  and  had  in  possession 
until  sold  to  Samuel  Dale.  Here  originated  a 
famous  lawsuit.  Dale  built  a good  square  dou- 
ble log  barn  on  the  premises,  costing  about 
twelve  hundred  dollars.  Fleming  afterwards 
moved  higher  up  the  stream.  Thomas  Rees 
became  the  owner  of  the  Thomas  Foster  tract, 
and  October  21,  1800,  sold  to  W illiam  Gray 
for  three  hundred  and  seventy  pounds.  This 
same  place  David  Henning  sold  to  W illiam 
Cameron  Henning. 

W illiam  McCandlisli,  Sr.,  came  from  North 
I Britain  in  177  1 and  settled  on  the  place  John 
Lesher’s  family  owns.  Met 'andlish  died  in  the 
fall  of  1783,  and  it  was  sold  in  1784,  to  Andrew 
Billmcyer,  the  grandfather  of  Philip,  as  also  of 
John  Lesher.  It  was  licensed  as  a tavern  at 
August  sessions,  178b.  Billmcyer  sold  it,  May 
21,  1812,  to  Philip  Gebhart,  and  it  long  re- 
mained the  residence  of  his  widow.  By  various 
conveyances  it  has  come  hack  into  the  familv. 
An  old  burial-place  on  the  premises  has  the 
dust  of  the  ancestors,  not  quite  yet  plowed  over. 
It  was  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  people  of 
the  lower  end  of  the  valley  during  the  troubles 
of  177 G — 78.  In  the  summer  - “ 1873  John 
Lesher  tore  down  the  o1  ’ On  taking  off 

the  weather-boards  a l(.0  ...  ...viingof  forty-four 
feet  square  was  disclosed.  In  the  logs  were 
marks  of  arrows  and  many  bullet-holes.  Be- 
tween the  flooring  lie  found  a shingle  on  which 
was  written  : “ James  Taler  ; built  177b,”  the 
name  of  the  carpenter,  as  McCandlisli  was  the 
owner.  Andrew  Billmcyer  kept  a tavern  here, 
and  it.  was  a noted  place  for  gatherings. 

Outlie  1 -ltlfof  January,  1777,  the  Committee 
of  Safety  met  at  McCandlish’s,  and  frequently 
thereafter  during  that  summer.  In  the  absence 
of  settled  government,  this  committee  looked 
after  the  general  safety  of  the  community, 
To  this  place  Allison  betook  himself  when  the 
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Indians  raced  him  from  the  place  where  the 
Samples  were  murdered. 

In  September  1 7 <S S the  election-place  of 
Buffalo  was  changed  from  Fought’s,  which  is 
also  the  Rocky  mill-site,  by  another  name.  In 
171*1  Captain  Robert  Cooke’s  company,  from 
Lancaster,  during  the  Whiskey  Insurrection 
arrived  at  1 >i I Imeyer’s,  w here  a pole  had  been 
erected,  lint  the  report  of  the  advancing- troops 
got  there  before  they  did,  and  the  pole  was  cut 
down  and  hidden,  'fhe  soldiers  could  not  ii ml 
it,  and  took  their  revenge  in  drinking  up  all 
the  whiskey  and  eating  everything  in  the  house, 
leaving  word  that  Uncle  Sam  would  pay  the 
bill. 

The  road  from  Kephart’s,  across  to  the  pike 
at  \V.  L.  Harris’,  was  laid  out  in  1805  by  Hugh 
Wilson,  Daniel  Rees  and  John  Brice.  On  the 
next  farm  above,  now  belonging  to  the  Cameron 
estate,  lived  David  Storms.  In  1781  he  was 
outside  of  the  house  at  work,  and  his  two 
daughters  were  engaged  in  spinning.  He  saw 
the  Indians  and  ran  into  the  house.  They 
knocked  the  door  in  and  scalped  him.  The 
girls  ran  up-stairs  into  different  rooms.  The  one 
closed  the  door;  the  other  got  behind  the  open 
door.  They  killed  the  one,  and  an  Indian  look- 
ing in  to  the  other,  seeing  no  one,  went  down- 
stairs. She  watched  them  from  the  window, 
and  thinking  they  saw  her,  she  fainted.  They 
did  not  return. 

In  February,  1769,  Maclay  surveyed  the 
Bremer  tract,  and  notes  in  his  field-book  the 
tine  spring  at  the  Cameron  farm,  and  next 
above  the  late  Andrew  Wolfe’s. 

Henry  Vandyke  lived  at  the  Jackson  Rishcl 
place,  dying  in  1784.  He  came  from  Hanover 
township,  Lancaster  County,  and  left  a widow, 
Elizabeth,  and  six  children, — Lambert,  John, 
Sarah,  Hannah,  Mary  and  Elizabeth. 

But  out  along  the  road  to  Holla’s  mill,  be- 
yond Rishcl’s  stone  house,  stood  the  old  log- 
house  of  Captain  John  Forster,  mentioned  in 
Brady’s  memoirs.  He  left  a widow,  Jane. 
Charles  Hall,  Esip,  built  (hat  stone  house  just 

, ‘ i 

mem  mned. 

Captain  Foster’s  first  son,  James,  afterwards  1 
married  a daughter  of  W illiam  Clark,  to  j 
whom  he  willed  the  old  place.  James  moved  to  j 


Ohio.  His  son  John,  who  lived  in  Brush  Valley, 
was  the  father  of  Mis.  W illiam  C.  Duncan,  of 
Lewisburgh.  Second  son,  William,  a bachelor, 
said  to  be  the  first  w hite  child  born  in  the  valley. 
Third,  John  Foster,  so  long  a partner  of  James 
Duncan,  at  Aaronsburg  (descendants, — Sarah, 
married  to  W illiam  Vauvalzah  ; Emeline,  to 
S.  S.  Barber;  Margaret,  to  1 )r.  Charles  W ilson; 
Jane,  to  R.  I!.  Barker,  Esq.)  Fourth,  daughters, 
— Agnes,  Mar  garct  and  Dorcas. 

From  his  blood  came  many  a gallant  soldier 
and  ollicer  for  the  wars  of  his  country — in 
1.812,  the  Mexican  and  the  late  Rebellion.  He 
died  in  1786. 

In  1804  Abel  Owen  lived  near  Rcngler’s. 
He  was  a lame  man,  but  could  whip  any  man 
in  the  county. 

] 11 T F FA  LO  Cl  toss- ! to  A DS. 

Dr.  Robert  Vauvalzah,  the  progenitor  of  the 
large  and  distinguished  family, came  to  the  valley 
in  1786  and  settled  at  Bulfalo  Cross-Roads  in 
1796,  and  died  April,  18,  1850,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  (See  medical  chapter). 

1799,  George  Frederick  started  the  first  hotel. 
He  and  his  brother  were  (he  first  settlers  at  that 
point,  and  a hotel  was  kept  there  continuously 
until  1831,  when  James  McCrehdit  bouelit  it. 
General  Baldy,  Andrew  and  Philip  Reedy, 

John  Taggart,  Robert  Young  and Haas, 

were  successive  keepers.  Andrew  Reedy  built 
the  stone  house  Mb  T.  Linn  lives  in  the  same 
year  the  stone  church  was  built,  in  1816. 

The  road  between  J )riesbnch’s  Church  and 
the  Buffalo  Cross-Roads  was  laid  out  in  1795. 
Just  where  the  wooden  kitchen  of  Wb  T.  Linn’s 
house  is  stood  a shop  where  Alexander  Graham 
commenced  business.  He  began  with  a pack, 
and  even  in  the  shop  he  had  about  as  much  a> 
would  heap  up  a wheel-barrow,  perhaps.  James 
McCreight  commenced  in  1831,  and  kept  a store 
continuously  until  his  death,  June  30,  1802. 
Levi  and  Benjamin  Ilauck  succeeded,  and  they 
by  Wb  T.  Linn  A,  Co.,  and  then  J.  O.  Glover. 

1807.  June  27,  John  Sierer  and  wife  and 
( 'hrislopher  Baldy  and  wife  conveyed  two  acres 
one  hundred  and  ten  perches  of  the  Henry 
Sees  tract  to  John  Kaufman  and  John  Rentier. 

Q • 

trustees  of  a high  German  school,  to  be  erected 
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mi  the  place  and  kept  for  that  purpose  forever. 

< Jar  of  those  peeulinr  erections,  with  a scliool- 
room  on  one  side  and  the  living-room  ol  the 
o lioohnasler  on  the  other  stood  there  until 
lately.  John  Betz  and  his  handsome  wife  lived  j 
there  until  their  death.  A new  brink  school- 
li'Hi-e  was  erected  and,  under  an  net  of  the 
Legislature,  part  of  the  land  was  sold  and  (lie; 
money  invested,  .lames  M <•(  'reie-hl  was  the 
lir-t  postmaster  (in  1 Ml),  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  successive  store-keepers. 

It  is  four  miles  west  of  Lewisburg,  and  the 
village  contains  about  one  hundred  inhabitants. 

William  Irvine,  died  November  18,  171)5.  His 
place  was  the  “ Thomas  Wilson  ” warrantee  tract, 
about  a mile  above  licngler’s  mill,  adjoining  the 
.lolin  Beatty,  Wendell  linker,  James  Magee  and  John 
Mirror,  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  ninety  cleared. 

It  was  sold  by  bis  executors,  on  4th  May,  171)8,  to 
IVtcr  Dunkle,  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

William  frvine  came  into  the  valley  probably  in 
llio  year  1774,  when  be  patented  the  tract.  He  is 
marked  on  the  assessments  William  Irvine  (Irish), 
to  distinguish  him  from  William  Irwin,  Esq.,  who  is 
marked  as  “late  of  Carlisle.”  1 1 is  wife  was  an 
Armstrong,  connected  with  the  family  at  Carlisle, 
and  his  eldest  daughter,  Catherine  (afterwards  Cathe- 
rine Wilson),  was  born  November  1G,  1758.  He 
served  during  the  Frencli-Indian  War,  1754-G8.  John 
II.  Linn  has  his  powder  horn,  on  which  are  etched 
the  stations  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  to 
Fort  Stamvix  and  Crown  Point,  the  plan  of  Fort 
Duquesne,  the  English  insignia  lloni  soif  qui  vial, 
Indians  with  sealping-knives,  etc.  With  the  runaway 
of  177b,  he  removed  his  family  to  Cumberland  County. 
The  spring  served  as  a hiding-place  for  many  things, 
and  a griddle,  now  in  possession  of  J.  M.  Linn,  still 
shows  some  rust-holes  gotten  there.  His  wife  died 
near  Carlisle,  and  he  returned  to  his  place  in  the 
valley,  accompanied  by  his  daughter  Catherine,  and 
from  her  have  come  down  many  incidents  of  the 
hardships  endured  by  the  early  settlers. 

When  alarmed  by  incursions  of  the  Indians,  they 
rendezvoused  at  McCandlish’s  (now  John  Lesher’s). 
Once,  when  on  a (light,  the  quick  car  of  the  father 
caught  the  report  of  a hush  cracking  behind  them. 
He  pushed  her  behind  a tree  and  cocked  his  rifle, 
but  it  was  only  a deer  running  by.  Once  they  were 
pursued  so  close,  they  had  to  leave  a cow  with  a 
calf  only  a few  days  old.  He  pushed  down  the 
fence  so  that  she  could  get  into  the  meadow,  and  they 
then  fled  for  their  lives. 

Later  in  life  he  married  Jane  Forster,  daughter 
of  John.  She  died  in  1824,  aged  eightv-four,  and 
is  buried  in  the  Lewis  grave-yard.  His  children 
were,  1,  Catherine,  married  to  Hugh  Wilson,  father 


of  Dr.  W.  I.  Wilson,  Francis  (who  died  Febru- 
ary 15,  1878),  Mrs.  James  F.  Linn,  Mrs.  William 
Slrdman  ; 2,  Elizabeth,  married  to  William  Love ; 

.{,  Nancy,  to  William  Milford  (the  latter  took  a 
boat-load  of  produce  to  New  Orleans,  in  1 80b,  and  was 
never  heard  of  afterward;  his  wife  survived  him 
forty-one  years);  4,  Mary,  married  to  James  .McClel- 
lan, Esq.;  5,  Sarah,  married  to  Walter  Charters.  Wil- 
liam Irvine’s  lather’s  name  was  Andrew,  of  Ferma- 
nagh, Ireland.  John,  .Matthew  and  I lionias,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, frequently  mentioned  in  Pennsylvania 
Archives  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  ships 
for  the  navy  and  powder  for  the  Continental  army, 
were  William’s  cousins,  as  were  also  General  William 
Irvine,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line;  Matthew,  the 
celebrated  surgeon  of  Lee’s  Legion ; and  Andrew,  who 
survived  so  many  wounds  received  at  Paoli. 

Near  the  Union  Church  lived  Jacob  Stahl, 
who  was  the  wagon-maker  of  the  day.  People 
came  from  far  and  near  to  get  wagons  there. 

Mendel  Baker,  the  ancestor,  landed  in  Phila- 
delphia September  27,  1749.  The  second 
bought  of  Samuel  Maclay  the  George  Calhoun 
tract,  and  moved  into  the  valley  from  York 
County  in  1772.  He  had  a saw-mill  about  a 
half  mile  cast  of  Cowan,  in  1789;  afterwards  a 
fulling-mill  and  store,  and  carried  on  an  exten- 
sive and  varied  business,  and  died  in  1814.  In 
1775  he  is  assessed  with  twenty  acres,  two 
horses,  two  cows  and  one  sheep.  This  place  you 
will  see  as  you  turn  to  your  right  at  Beaver 
Hun.  lie  left  John,  Jacob,  Mrs.  Mathias  Als- 
pach  ; grandchildren,  John  and  Ann  Mizcner. 

1927670 

Adam  Wagoner  built  a mill  on  Rapid  Run, 
Cowan,  which  was  burned,  and  the  site  pur- 
chased by  Jacob  Baker  and  rebuilt  in  1828,  and 
it  burned  for  him  at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning 
— mill,  saw-mill  and  miller’s  house — the  family 
barely  escaping,  lie  died  soon  afterwards,  and 
his  daughter  Elizabeth  got  this  for  her  portion. 

Her  brother-in-law,  Jacob  Bengler,  built  the 
third  mill  in  1830 — saw-mill,  miller’s  house  and 
the  brick  house  and  bank-barn  across  the  creek, 
on  the  Yonieda  farm.  But  in  the  fall  of  183G 
llonglcr  sold  to  Daniel  Goldin  for  thirteen 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars,  and  next  year 
went  to  Belleville,  111.  In  1851  Guldin  sold 
the  mill  to  Young  & Spigelmyer  for  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  18(53  Martin  Rudy  and  G.  W. 

1 1 immelreich  bought  the  mill  property.  In  a 
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lew  yours  Rudy  liouo-fit  I limnudreich’s  interest, 
ami  sold  1 1 its  properly  lo  M iissina,  I leisor  A"-  ( '<>., 
toovtlier  willi  the.  store,  property  and  slock,  lor 
twenty-one  I lionsai  id  live  hundred  dollars.  I Duly 
came  lo  Union  ( 'ouni y in  I860,  and  Began  iner- 
eliandi/ine'  in  187)0.  In  18-18  S.  U.  Shoemaker 
bought.  two  acres  oil’  of  the  Steams  liinn  and 
creeled  (lie  lirsl  slore-i'ooni  al  Cmvan.  d'liis 
I U u I bought.  Mussina,  Wolle  A.  Co.  Imill  a 
new  store-room  when!  the  old  warehouse  stood. 
An  old  school-house,  calk'd  Stean’s,  stood  where 
1 1 immelreieh’s  store  now  is.  A new  one  was 
built  of’  hrick,  between  that  and  the  bridge,  in 
lS.'Jb,  after  the  adoption  of  the  school  system  by 
BuiTitlo.  The  third  and  present  one  was  built 
about  1870.  This  place  was  called  at  one  time 
Uarmersville,  and  when  established  as  a post- 
olliee,  in  Senator  Cowan’s  time,  it  took  his 
name.  It  is  seven  miles  due  west  from  Lewis- 
burgh  and  three  north  of  Alilllinburg.  Popu- 
lation, one  hundred  and  eighteen.  Daily  stage 
communication  with  Lowisburgh,  and  also  by 
telephone. 

VI<  KSilUItG. 

\rieksburg  is  a small  town  situated  in  the 
heart  of  Bullalo  Valley,  and  is  traversed  by  the 
Lewisburgh  and  Tyrone  Railroad,  its  popula- 
tion is  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  inhab- 
itants. Among  the  oldest  houses  in  the  town  is 
the  hotel  which  was  built  in  the  year  18(10  by 
Charles  I Iriesbach  ; the  store  of  J.  S.  Kauden- 
bush  ranks  second,  and  was  built  in  I860.  The 
town  received  its  name  from  -1.  S.  llaudenbush, 
who  called  a meeting  in  September,  I860,  and 
called  it  by  its  present  name.  I To  also,  at 
the  same  time,  made  application  fora  post-office, 
which  was  granted  to  him  a short  time  after. 
Mr.  iiaudenbush  is  now  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens and  most  prominent  business  men  in  the 
town;  he  owns  l J 1 e large  grain-house,,  which 
was  built  iu  1872,  where  lie  now  carries  on  a 
large  and  extensive  grain  business.  There  is  an 
old  house  only  a short  distance  from  the  town, 
which  still  bears  the  marks  of  Indian  violence 
upon  the  early  settlers  in  (his  section  of  many 
years  ago.  Addison  Baker  laid  out  lots  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Pike  in  188b. 

An  account  of  the  officers’  surveys  by  which 
lands  were  taken  in  a body,  and  of  their  distri- 


bution and  sale  has  been  given  in  another  place, 
as  also  of  the,  1 )riesbaeh  Church.  W ithin  fight 
ol  the  latter  lived  the  i Ion.  Samuel  Maelav. 

J Ion.  Samuel  Maclay  died  at  lii.s  residence,  in  Hut- 
lido  Valley,  < tetober  7,  IS]],  lie  was  horn  .June  17, 
1711,  in  Lnrgan  township,  I 'ran  k I i 11  (lonely.  Of  hit 
early  education  I can  learn  nothing.  i I is  liohl-imtc 
hooks,  as  assistant  deputy  surveyor  to  William  Ma- 
clay, in  I 7117  and  I 7 < ’>  -S , are  lie  fore  me  and  indicate  a 
cultivated  hand.  1 le  next  appears  iu  17(i'.l  as  assistant 
to  his  brother  on  the  surveys  of  the  officers’  tract 
in  Bullalo  Valley.  He  was  lieutenant-colonel  ot  a 
battalion  of  associators,  and,  as  such,  delegate  with 
McLanaclmn,  to  Associators’  convention  at  Lancaster, 
July  4,  177G,  which  elected  two  brigadiers  and  or- 
ganized the  associators,  the  then  militia  of  the  State. 

Jn  1702  lie  was  appointed  one  of  the  associate  judges 
of  the  county,  and  resigned  December  17,  1711-7.  Iu 
October,  17!<4,  lie  was  a candidate  for  Congress,  and 
carried  the  county  by  eleven  hundred  majority;  vote 
only  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty.  In  Uuf- 
falo  he  had  four  hundred  and  sixty-four,  to  fourteen 
for  his  opponent,  John  Andre  Hanna. 

(Jn  the  2d  of  December,  1 SO  I , Mr.  Maelav  was 
elected  speaker  of  the  Senate  and  re-elected  December 
7,  1802.  On  the  14th  he  was  elected  United  States 
Senator,  and,  being  speaker,  had  to  sign  1 1 is  mvu  cer- 
tificate. In  January,  1803,  he  presided  at  the  impeach- 
ment trial  of  Judge  Addison,  and  continued  acting  ns 
speaker  against  the  protest  of  the  opposition,  however, 

I alter  .March  3d  until  March  llith,  when  he  resigned 
that  position,  and,  on  the  2d  of  -September,  his  pofi- 
tion  as  State  Senator. 

He  resigned  his  seat  in  the  United  States  Semite 
on  the  4th  of  January,  1809. 

Mr.  Maclay  was  very  popular  in  his  manners,  a good 
scholar  and  efficient  writer,  lie  had  an  extensive 
library,  containing  many  valuable  hooks.  He  was  al- 
ways of  the  people  and  for  the  people,  plain  and  sim- 
ple in  his  manner,  disliking  ostentation.  On  one  oc- 
casion lie  brought  a handsome  coach  home  from  Lan- 
caster, and  the  family  took  it  to  Bulfalo  church  the 
next  Sabbath.  Mr.  Maclay  noticed  the  impression, 
and  that  coach  never  left  the  carriage-house  after- 
ward ; it  rotted  down  where  it  was  left  that  Sunday 
evening, 

lie  was  a large  matr,  resembling  Henry  Clay  very 
much,  though  much  stouter  in  his  latter  years.  H011. 
Martin  Dreisbaeh,  who  still  recollects  him  well,  says 
his  return  home  was  always  indicated  by  the  hogs 
being  driven  out  of  the  fields,  the  repairing  of  the 
fences  and  general  activity  over  the  whole  place.  He 
was  a good  mechanic  also,  and  often  amused  himself 
working  in  the  blacksmith-shop. 

Mr.  Maelay’s  wife  was  Elizabeth  Plunket,  an  ac- 
count of  whose  family  appears  L.  A.  year  1791.  Tluir 
children  were, — 


. 

•lull  k him  JO’iJtfM.ii  bir-^mx' ..  ttv%  uin 

<•••  ( *>,r  1 ,rjuim»L  l ,«  ,ii) 

• .1  ■ ■ Li.  -i  .nil  " iji  ii  i i • r* 

•L  ! hi  rui  ,imi i ilf 

- i - . . ,.i  / 

. r N>  *1 ’ <•  • : ' II/ 

tiJfj  hi  1 i l f s»ir  ‘i'.iiir/i  in  ii!  >:  1;  iinl  .* 

f is V /in'ii  (!'.  iff 

’ iii'i  life.  -.ill  ii  vKj 

-i' . < mo 

ft  d'J  illf-  in  »>>  .»i  jO'i'T  '/lijtti'! 

■ ■■mi  j1  - . 

■ 

• . i //  i l,  i . 


• 1 )J r '■  M'.iil  . I:  fli'l!  ’ .ii  iU|i! 

•:■.■/  ii-  ' I 1 : ■ :•»(!]  ' 


. v • • I ■:  Ill'll;  i _ I i I * - •/ 

ill  I-  ' ' II'/  it  If;  r - i .-I  ' 

. fiUi/i.'Pi  /tOiUn:  FiJ'ji't  :i  • . f ■■  >■'  oif 

(!(!  C'l  1 ! >••'> 


UNION  COUNTY. 


1 21)7 


].  William  Flunjcet  Maclay,  born  in  1 >n flsilo  Vnl- 

I \ Augiist  23,  1771. 

•j.  I 'liark’H  Maclay  (.lolm  Binns’  second  in  his  duel 
«illi  Sam  Stewart ) died,  unmarried,  while,  on  a visit 
in  Wayne  County,  N.  A'.,  aged  twenty-eight. 

;{,  .loliii  .Mad ay,  register  and  recorder  <d'  Union 
C iiiniv,  also  |iroUionot.ary  tor  two  terms.  Married  to 
Annie  Dale,  daughter  of  I Ion.  Samuel  Dale  and  sister 
• I tin-  late  James  Dale,  I 's< | . , ol  Ihillalo  township. 

I,  Samuel  Maclay,  married  lirst  to  Margaret  and 
afterwards  to  1 ilizabeth,  daughters  ol  lies'.  James 
, I, ilmston,  of  Milllin  Comity.  Samuel  died  February 
17,  183(1,  leaving-  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  oi 
whom  only  throe  are  living, — Robert  I’.,  in  Louisiana, 
,md  Elizabeth  and  Jane,  in  Galesburg,  III. 

a,  David  Maclay,  married  to  Isabella,  daughter  of 
(hdhraith  Patterson,  Ks> j.,  died  in  1818,  leaving  no 
i-MU'.  David  was  a ripe  sehohir  and  would  have  made 
1 1 i s mark  in  public  lilc  il  his  health  had  not  tailed. 

II  is  widow  married  lion.  A.  L.  I laves,  bite  and  lor 
many  years  associate  law  judge  of  Lancaster  County, 
l’li. 

ti.  Robert  Flunk'd  Maclay,  born  in  April,  1 7DD. 
Senator  from  Union  in  IS  12.  Still  living  in  lvishaco- 
,|iii!las  Valley,  Milllin  County.  J I is  wife  was  a 
I.asliells,  of  Union  County. 

Samuel  Maelay’s  daughters  were, — 

1.  Eleanor,  the  eldest,  married  to  her  cousin,  David 
Maclay,  of  Franklin  County,  I’a.  Herself  and  chil- 
dren dead. 

2.  Hester,  who  accompanied  Charles  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  there  about  the  same  time. 

3.  Jane  E.,  married  to  Dr.  Joseph  Henderson,  died 
without  issue  January,  ISIS.  Doctor  Henderson  was 
a captain  in  the  War  of  1812  and  in  Congress  four 
years  during  General  Jackson’s  administration,  lie 
was  a brother-in-law  of  Rev.  James  Linn,  D.D.,  of 
liellefonte,  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Miicla.y  is  buried  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Joseph  Green.  The  brick  wall  inclosing  the  grave  is 
within  sight  from  the  turnpike,  after  passing  the  New 
(lerliu  road.  It  is  immediately  in  front  of  his  old 
stone  mansion.  How  few  now  know  that  within  it 
rests  lho*remains  of  one  of  Pennsylvania's  ablest 
statesmen.  The  disjecta  membra  of  a line  monument, 
intended  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  his  grave,  still 
lie  in  one  conker  of  the  inclosure,  as  they  were  un- 
loaded forty  years  ago. 

In  17R5  Mr.  Morrison,  the  Presbyterian 
minister  at  Bullalo  Cross- Horn  Is,  led  a deter- 
mined opposition  to  the  Republicans.  The  re- 
sult was,  the  pew-rates  ceased,  lie  commenced 
preaching  against  Maclay  from  the  pulpit. 
Maclay  refused  to  go  and  the  larger  portion  of 
the  congregation  went  with  him.  In  171)11  it 
culminated  in  an  action  of  slander, — Morrison 
82 


ex,  Maclay,  101,  August  term.  Il  was  regu- 
larly continued  till  I S I 7,  when  1 he  lawyers  were 
almost  all  dead. 

George  Coryell  was  n native  of  Hunterdon 
County,  New  Jersey  ; was  born  at  Coryell'-,  Ferry, 
on  ihe  Delaware  River,  now  Lambert ville,  on  the 
w Si  1 1 of  April,  1 7(i  I • lie  entered  I lie  army  in  Captain 
Craig’s  company  of  dragoons,  in  177li,  jiint  alter  tbo 
taking  of  the  llcs.-daiis  and  before  the  enmioiiado  at 
Trenton,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1777.  1 1 is  company 

marched  up  the  creek  and  was  in  the  battle  at  l’rince- 
ton.  He  was  a year  with  Captain  Craig.  lie  was 
afterwards  drafted  into  a company  of  dragoons,  under 
Lieutenant  Reading,  in  which  he  served  one  year, 
lie  was  afterwards  drafted  into  the  company  of  Cap- 
tain Palmer,  in  which  ho  continued  until  the  fall  ol 
1780.  He  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  en- 
listed, and  while  in  Captain  Craig’s  company  lie  was 
sent,  as  an  express,  to  Boston,  leaving  orders  at  Dan- 
bury and  other  places  on  the  route.  He  said  there 
were  gray-headed  men  and  minors  in  Craig’s  com- 
pany. At  one  time  General  Washington  had  his 
hcad-c|uar(ers  at  his  father’s  house,  at  the  ferry,  while 
the  army  encamped  partly  in  his  orchard.  The  Bri- 
tish  and  Hessians  got  possession  of  his  father’s  prem- 
ises at  one  time,  and  cut  the  bedding,  threw  the 
leathers  into  the  street  and  burned  all  the  fences  on 
the  farm,  which  lay  in  common  a long  time.  George 
Coryell  was  married,  in  1 7 DO,  to  a sister  of  Richard 
Van  Buskirk,  of  Milllinburg,  and  moved,  in  1793,  to 
the  premises  of  Samuel  Maclay,  in  Buffalo  township. 
He  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and  built  many  houses 
in  Bullalo  Valley,  among  others,  the  old  Black  Horse 
Tavern,  at  Lcwisburgh.  Of  barns,  he  built  the  one 
on  Maclay’s  place,  now  owned  by  Joseph  Green.  In 
1799  he  was  captain  of  the  Bullalo  Valley  Republican 
troop,  and  always  rode,  on  parade  days,  a sorrel  horse 
that  had  been  wounded  at  St.  Glair’s  defeat.  John 
Webb,  a hatter,  father  of  Colonel  Webb,  who,  some 
years  ago,  kept  hotel  in  Philadelphia,  was  first  lieu- 
tenant of  the  company.  Webb  lived  in  Milllinburg, and 
moved  to  Ohio  many  years  ago.  Coryell  was  adjutant 
of  Colonel  ( leorge  Weiriek’s  regiment  at  Marcus  Hook, 
in  1811.  He  moved  to  Lycoming  County  once;  then 
back  to  Bullalo  Valley  ; then  to  White  Deer  Valley; 
thence  to  Butler  County,  near  Hamilton,  where  he 
died  1837-38.  His  wife  soon  followed  him  to  the 
grave,  lie  had  four  sons, — Tunison,  John,  Joseph 
R.  ami  Abraham,  of  whom  Tunison,  the  eldest,  and 
Abraham,  the  youngest,  alone  survive.  There  were 
several  daughters,  most  of  whom  ended  their  days  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana. 

In  the  second  road  south  of  the  Dreisbach 
Church,  on  the  land  lately  owned  by  John 
Bylcr,  Baltzer  Klincsmitb  lived,  owned  then  by 
(leorge  Sholtz,  on  Friday,  July  11,  1780.  He 
was  a private  in  Captain  Joseph  (ircon’s  com- 
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pany.  Airs.  Chambers,  a daughter,  with  her 
lather  and  sister  went  out  to  work  in  the  field. 
Seeing  some  squirrels,  he  sent  Raltzer,  Jr.  hack 
for  hi-  [inn.  .Meanwhile  the-  I ndians  came  along 
and  ea|ituml  his  iiither  and  llie  l wo  o-i rls, 
Klizabcth  and  Catharine. 

.1  list  where  l.lie  road  winds  around  the  loll,  above 
I leini'lmeh’s  bbirksmit  li-sliup,  on  llie  road  to  New 
Berlin,  they  killed  kline.'inith.  Mis.  Drekbaeh,  the 
judge’s  mother,  pointed  out  the  place.  8 he  helped 
carry  his  body  down,  and  they  buried  it  in  the  Dreis- 
baeli  ch ureh-yard. 

The  Indians  t hen  made  their  way  to  (be,  spring', 
north  of  New  Berlin,  where,  they  left  llie  girls  in 
charge  of  an  old  man  of  their  party,  and  went  down 
Dry  valley.  After  a little  while  it  began  to  rain,  and 
the  Indian  motioned  the  girls  to  gather  brush  to  cover 
the  Hour-bag.  lie  laid  down  under  a tree,  with  the 
tomahawk  under  hk  head.  The  girls,  in  passing  with 
brush,  worked  it  gradually  front  under  him  as  lie 
dozed.  Kli/.abolh  picked  up  the  tomahawk,  and 
made  a million  to  her  sister  to  run.  She  then  sank 
it  into  the  old  mail’s  head.  The  old  man  yelled  fear- 
fully, and  the  girls  ran.  By  this  time  the  I ndians 
were  on  their  return,  and  heard  the  old  man  yell. 
They  pursued  the  girls  and  bred  on  Catherine,  just  as 
she  was  springing  over  a fallen  tree.  The  ball  enter- 
ed below  the  right  shoulder-blade  and  came,  out  at  her 
side.  She  had  the  sears  until  her  dying  day,  as  large 
as  a half  dollar.  She  rolled  herself  under  the  tree, 
and  the  Indians  passed  over  her,  in  pursuit  ot  the  | 
sister.  klizabetli,  bring  active,  readied  Beatty’s 
harvest  lield.  The  men  ran  to  their  rifles  and  pur- 
sued the  Indians.  When  they  came  pretty  near 
Catherine,  one  of  the  men,  supposing  tin  Indian  in  j 
ambush,  was  about  bring,  when  she  pulled  oil’  her  1 
apron  and  waved  it.  'They  found  her  much  weakened 
from  loss  of  blood,  but  she  soon  recovered-.  l’hilip  1 
Pontius  said  that  the  Indians  were  going  to  Beatty’s,  | 
and  (Jeorge  Hole,  who  was  a lame  man,  but  great  on 
a ballon,  frightened  them  back,  by  hallooing  to  an 
imaginary  company  to  surround  the  black  rebels. 
Klinosmith’s  widow  drew. a pension  as  late  as  PSP.), 
at  New  Berlin.  ‘‘  lOli'/.ubclh  married  John  llnal, 
moved  to  French  Creek,  near  Mcadville  first,  and, 
in  18 Id,  to  Ohio  or  Indiana,  her  husband,  being  one 
of  those  restless  spirits,  who  fancy  that  the  land  is 
over-crowded,  when  the  population  exceeds  one  to 
everv  ten  square  miles,  and  she,  from  her  courage 
and  energy,  being  an  excellent  second  to  a man 
always  exposed  to  the  perils  ol  frontier  lilc.” — .1  huiu- 
scripl-  <j  (7.  //.  Snyder. 

Kaly,  as  she  was  called,  first  married  Daniel  Camp- 
bell, a revolutionary  soldier,  and  had,  by  him,  two 
children,  John,  who  died  near  MiJllinhurg,  and  Ann 
who  married  Robert  Barber.  They  removed  west. 
Katy  afterwards  married  Robert  ('handlers,  by  whom 


| she  had  one  child,  the  first  wife  of  John  A.  Vanval/ah, 
deeiased.  Notwithstanding  her  two  wounds  she  mn 
! \ ived  her  two  husbands,  liallzer,  Jr.,  died  near  II. u- 
tleton  about  1820.  'This  party  of  Indians  were  |n|- 
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Philip  ( ’illinium  is  mentioned  us  one  of  the 
principal  teachers  of  the  valley,  and  is  said  to 
have  had  a large  account  at  Henry  Spyker’s 
store  lor  whiskey  and  tobacco.  John  lid/, 
taught  at  the  Drcisbaoh  sehool-hou.se  about 
1800.  He  and  his  wife  were  celebrated  a.- a 
very  handsome  couple. 

In  1884  there  were  in  this  township  four 
hundred  and  sixty-live  pupils.  The  names  ol 
the  present  school  districts  are  Strawbridge, 
Ruft’alo  Cross-] balds,  Union,  1 Hack  Run,  Cowan, 
Pontius,  Vicksburg  and  Reed. 

Rum  A 1.0  Olios, s-  Ri  iA  I >S  PliEsHYTKIilA  N 

Ciiuiit'iL. — Xo  records  were  kept  when  the 
congregation  was  formed,  but  according;  to  Air. 
Hood’s  account  this  church  was  organized  in 
1 774,  and  James  AleCIcnachan  and  Samuel  Al- 
len wore  its  li  rst  ruling  elders,  the  former  ordained 
in  Derry,  now  in  Dauphin  County,  the  latter  at 
Si  Ivor  Spring,  Cumberland  County.  Air.  AleClen- 
ttelian  was  from  Hanover  township,  Dauphin 
( Vanity,  and  came  into  the  valley  in  April,  1 774. 
These  gentlemen  continued  to  net  as  elders,  to  re- 
ceive supplies,  until  1781,  when  the  church  was 
broken  up  in  consequence  of  flic  country  being 
overrun  bv  the  Indians.  In  1784  the  people 
returned,  and  in  the  same  year  Mr.  AlcClen- 
aolian  died,  and  as  ATr.  Allen  had  died  while 
the  people  were  away,  it  appears  that  the  con- 
gregation were  without  elders  until  the  year 
1784,  when  Matthew  Laird,  who  had  been  an 
elder  at  Rig  Spring,  came  to  reside  in  the  con- 
gregation. 

In  1784  we  have  the  first  recorded  evidence 
in  regard  to  the  church.  On  the  I 7th  of  Decem- 
ber ol’ (lint  year,  l'Vl ward  Shippon  and  Joseph, 
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his  brother,  by  ;i  written  paper  agreed  to 
give  a lot  of  live  acres,  to  be  laid  oil’  aL  the 
in »r( I icast  corner  of  the  Edward  Jlonsall  tract, 
including  a spring,  for  the  purpose  of  creeling  a 
mecting-honso  thereon  for  the  I ‘resby  tc- 
rian  congregation.  The  building  was  pro- 
bably erected  the  ensuing  year.  'There  is  a re- 
ceipt dated  December  23,  1 778,  to  \\  illiam 
Ihuhnan  for  ten  pounds,  being  in  full  of  a sub- 
scription lodged  in  their  hands  for  building  a 
meeting-house  in  Uutfalo  Valley,  signed  Wil- 
liam Clark,  Thomas  Hutchinson,  who  were 
probably  the  building  committee.  In  1 707,  the 
Sliippens  made  a deed  to  Samuel  Dale  and 
David  Watson,  trustees  appointed  by  the  con- 
gregation for  that  purpose. 

“ It  seems,  from  I)r.  Grier’s  statement,  that  the 
church  received  an  additional  grant  of  live  acres  ad- 
joing,  of  t he  “ Isaiah  Altaonse”  tract,  either  ol  Ilcn- 
rv  Vandyke  or  Francis  Zeller,  former  owners.  The 
old  church  was  accordingly  built  on  both  tracts,  and  the 
one  half  on  land  now  claimed  by  Daniel  Rengler,  as  an 
inspection  of  the  old  foundation  will  show,  and  many 
persons  were  buried  in  Mr.  Renglcr’s  hold.  'The  Alt- 
house  tract  was  patented  to  Henry  Vandyke,  14th  of 
December,  1774.  On  the  same  day  he  sold  off  to  Cap- 
tain John  Foster  nineteen  acres  and  ninety-four 
perches,  adjoining  Foster’s.  Henry  Vandyke’s  will, 
■dated  ]Xth  October,  1782,  wills  bis  mansion,  farm  and 
tan-yard  to  John.  John  and  Martha,  his  wife,  sell 
to  Francis  Zeller  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
acres.  This  would,  therefore,  include  the  alleged  live 
acres  given  to  the  church. 

“ Flavel  Clingan  says  ‘ the  old  church  had  three 
doors  and  nine  windows,  one  immediately  behind  the 
pulpit  and  two  on  each  of  the  ends  and  sides.  I’art  ol 
the  church  covered  where  the  present  pulpit  is,  and 
extended  out  into  the  lields  behind  the  present  church, 
that  it  was  put  on  the  line  of  the  two  grants  ol  live 
acres  each,  and  the  careless  trustees  lost  live  acres 
when  Mr.  Rengler  bought  the  farm. 

“ For  a number  of  years  the  church  was  dependent 
on  such  supplies  as  the  elders  might  secure,  but  in 
May,  17S7,  a call  was  given  to  the  Rev.  Hugh  Morri- 
son1 by  the  Buliiilo  Cross  Roads  congregation,  in  con- 
nection with  the  congregations  of  Northumberland 
and  Sunbury. 

i The  Uev.  Hugh  Morrison,  the  lirst  regular  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  this  Valley,  came  from  Ireland, 
Presbytery  of  Hoot,  in  1 780.  Among  the  records  of  the 
Synod,  under  date  of  May  IS,  17SU,  ‘the  Presbytery  of 
Donegal  reported  that  they  had,  since  our  last  meeting,  ad- 
mitted Hugh  Morrison,  a licensed  candidate  from  the 
Presbytery  of  Hoot.,  in  h eland.  ' 


“ In  October,  Itev.  Hugh  Morrison  became  the  pas- 
tor. T he  congregation  engaged  to  pay  him  T7o  per 
year.  From  a list  of  contributing  members  found  in 
the  treasurer’s  books,  were  the  following  names: 
John  Anderson,  Joseph  Allen,  Christopher  Raldy, 
James  Barrett,  T homas  Black,  .lames  Boyd,  John  Bra- 
dy, James  Buchanan,  William  Charters,  Captain 
■John  Clark,  Robert  Clark,  Walter  Clark,  William 
Clark,  Samuel  Cox,  Tunis  Cox,  David  Davis,  John 
1 )avis, < ieorge  I )err,  William  Douglas,  William  Dugan, 
Thomas  Elder,  Joseph  Evans,  John  Farley,  William 
Fleming,  Andrew  Forster,  James  Forster,  Robert  Fruit, 
Edward  Graham,  .John  Gray,  Captain  William  Gray, 
Joseph  Green,  Charles  Grogan,  George  Hammersly, 
Jonathan  I lolmes,  Joseph  1 1 udson,  James  Huntsman, 
Thomas  1 1 utchinson,  William  1 rvine,  Matthew  Irvine, 
William  Invin,  Fs<p,  Christopher  Johnston,  Alexan- 
der Kennedy,  Colonel  John  Kelly,  George  Knox, 
Matthew  Laird,  Baseball  Lewis,  George  Links,  John 
Linn,  Captain  John  Lowdon,  William  and  Andrew 
MeClenaehan,  William  MeDougal,  Alexander  Mc- 
Grady,  Samuel  McClay,  James  Magee,  William  Mar- 
shall, Benjamin  Miller,  John  Milligan,  Samuel  Mont- 
gomery, George  Moore, William  Nieho)s,Charles  Poak, 
Joseph  Poak,  Thomas  Poak,  Widow  Poak,  Samuel 
Porter,  John  Ray,  Daniel  Rees,  John  Re/nor,  Llavel 
Roan,  Widow  Rodman,  Alexander  Korison,  Allen 
Seroggs,  Richard  and  Joseph  Slierer,  William  Simms, 
David  Snodgrass,  Alexander  Steele,  Captain  Janies 
Thompson,  John  Thompson,  Levi  Vanvolsan,  David 
Watson,  William  Williams  and  William  Wilson.  The 
subscriptions  by  the  more  wealthy  attendants  upon 
service  were  Andrew  Forster,  £2  ; Samuel  Maclay, 
John  Lowdon  and  William  Irwin,  each  £1  10s.;  ’Wil- 
liam Irvine,  £1  (is.;  James  Forster,  £1  2s.” 

Soon  after  Mr.  Morrison  became  pastor  an 
election  for  elders  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Walter  Clark,  John  Linn,  William  Invin, 
1 kivid  Watson,  John  Reznor  and  Joseph  Allen. 
Messrs.  Clark  and  Allen  soon  afterwards 
moved  to  the  West,  but  the  others  served  until 
their  deaths.  About  1810,  William  Chinan, 
tin  elder  from  the  Donegal  Church,  moved 
within  the  bounds  of  the  congregation  and  was 
added  to  the  session. 

In  October,  1791 , the  pews  of  the  church 
appear  to  he  rated  and  rented  for  the  first 
time. 

There  were  thirty-six  pews  or  scats.  No.  1,  prob- 
ably reserved  for  the  minister’s  family;  No.  2,  rated 
at  £3  5.v.,  taken  by  David  Watson,  Colonel  Joint 
Clarke,  Alexander  Kennedy  and  Joseph  Clark ; No. 
3,  Thomas  Forster,  Andrew  Forster,  Robert  Forster 
and  Robert  Chambers;  No.  4,  Cl,  Christopher  Johti- 
,Mon ; No.  ■>,  Captain  .James  Thoma-vm  W eu 
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Thom  pson,  S:i  nine  I Dolin'  unit  .billies  Dovd  ; No.  (i, 
L'2  1 Arllmr  (‘Irlhm;  No.  7,  RoIntI  ('link,  liicli- 
Jinl  SliortT  anil  .)  osi’pli  A Nun;  No.  8,  Samuel  Dale, 
Hsu.,  and  Joseph  Evans;  No.  9,  John  Reznor  and 
David  Tate;  No.  10,  Samuel  .Maelay,  (1 1 1 i s seat  lie 
retained  until  his  death,  in  1811);  No.  II,  John 
Steel,  .Joseph  Hudson  and  William  Steele;  No.  12,  | 
Joseph  (liven,  til  9.v,  (id. ; No.  18,  James  Irwin  and 
Matthew  Irwin;  No.  II,  William  Irwin,  Esip,  I'd; 
No.  In,  John  Thompson;  No.  Id,  lienjamin  Miller; 
No.  17,  John  Hay,  William  and  Thomas  IJlaelc ; No. 
17,  Loan  McClure;  No.  18,  .Mr.  Lincoln;  No.  19, 
George  Knox  ; No.  20,  Walter  Clark;  No.  21,  Wil- 
liam Irvine;  No.  22,  Jonathan  Holmes  and  Joseph 
Slierer  ; No.  23,  James  Poak,  William  Poak,  Widow 
Poak  and  Thomas  Poak;  No.  21,  Edward  Graham 
and  John  Davis;  No.  2d,  William  Wilson  and  James 
Black;  No.  2(1,  vacant;  No.  27,  John  Linn,  John  Gray 
and  Joseph  Patterson;  No.  28,  Robert  Fruit  and 
Gideon  Smith;  No.  2d,  William  Gray  and  Thomas 
Howard;  No.  80,  William  Clark,  James  Forster  and  j 
Widow  Forster ; No.  81,  'Thomas  Elder,  David  Bu- 
chanan and  Robert  Elder;  No.  82,  Charles  Pollock, 
Thomas  Hutchinson  and  William  Williams  ; No.  33, 
Colonel  John  Kelly  ami  Captain  Joseph  Poak;  No. 
34,  Samuel  Demining,  James  Moore  (Widow  Moore), 
George  Moore,  Widow  Fleming,  Thomas  Rodman, 
James  Megin ness ; No.  35,  Adam  Laughlin,  Widow 
MeGrady  and  James  Clellaiul;  No.  3(5,  Matthew 
Laird  and  Andrew  MeClenaehan. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1801,  Air.  Morri- 
son’s pastoral  relation  with  the  church  was 
dissolved,  and  he  removed  to  Sunburv,  where 
he  died  in  1SO-L  The  V hire  Deer  Valley  con- 
gregation having  been  formed,  an  ellbrt  was 
made  to  secure  a joint  pastor,  in  1803,  by  ex- 
tending a call  to  James  Magraw,  which  lie  de- 
clined, accepting  a call  from  some  church  in 
Maryland.  In  the  winter  of  1804,  Thomas 
Hood,  a licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  New 
Castle,  visited  these  churches,  preaching  for 
them,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor 
October  2,  1805.  lie  preached  with  acceptance 
and  sustained  an  eventful  pastorate  until  his 
resignation,  in  April,  1835.  At  the  time  lie 

came  there  were  but  sixty  members  in  the  eon-  1 

! 

grcgation,  and  in  1828  the  number  bad  reached 
two  hundred  and  seventy-three,  the  greatest 
accession  at  any  one  time  being  in  the  full  of 
1X24,  when  I hirly-live  persons  joined.  The 
membership  was  soon  reduced  by  (be  formation 
of  new  congregations,  chiefly  out  of  (he  old 
Buffalo  Church,  the  Bethel,  in  W hite  Deer 


township,  in  1N3I  ; (lie  Laurel  linn  in  1832; 
and  the  Lcwisbnrgh  Church  in  I 8.33  ; so  that 
when  Mr.  Hood  left  (here  were  but  fifty-eight 
members.  Later,  in  1811,  the  New  Berlin 
Church  was  formed,  which  again  made  a de- 
mand upon  the  membership  of  the  Budilin  con- 
gregation,which,  in  its  existence,  has  contrib- 
uted to  1 1 ic  formation  of  live  congregations, 
the  first  being  at  Milllinburg,  in  LSI!),  on  ac- 
count of  a disagreement  on  the  psalmody  ques- 
tion. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1835,  the  liev.  Isaac 
Grier,  D.D.,  began  a pastorate  which  was 
longer  continued  than  that  of  any  of  his  prede- 
cessors, and  which  is  substantially  the  later  his- 
tory of  the  church,  extending  to  a recent  period. 
During  his  connection  about  three  hundred 
members  were  received  and  more  than  six  hun- 
dred persons  baptized.  During  his  pastorate 
the  old  stone  church  was  taken  down  and  the 
present  brick  church  edifice  built,  having  been 
commenced  in  April  and  being  completed  No- 
vember 13,  1 8-4(5.  it  lias  since  been  repaired, 
and  wliile  not  as  attractive  as  a modern  church, 
it  is  still  n comfortable  place  of  worship.  The 
old  stone  church,  which  was  the  second  house 
of  worship,  was  a large  building  standing  near 
the  road,  and  was  put  on  insecure  foundations, 
which  gave  way,  causing  the  walls  to  crumble 
and  the  church  to  become  useless  in  the  course 
of  thirty  years.  It  was  forty  by  fifty-two  feet, 
and  was  built  by  a committee  composed  of  W il- 
liam Clingan,  Dr.  Robert  Van  Valzah,  Hugh 
W ilson,  Christopher  Johnson,  Thomas  Howard 
and  James  McClellan,  the  first  serving  as  treas- 
urer. Work  was  begun  in  June,  181  li,  and 
December  2!),  181b,  the  Rev'.  Asa  Dunham 
preached  the  first  sermon  in  it,  taking  as  his 
text  the  words  : “For  the  people  had  a mind  to 
work.”  Mr.  Hood  began  Lis  regular  services 
in  it  when  it  was  fully  completed,  March  (J, 
1817.  It  was  last  used  April  5,  184U,  when 
Mr.  Grier  preached  from  Matt,  xxviii.  8. 

'The  present  pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev. 
W.  K . Foster,  and  the  congregation,  though 
not  large,  is  founded  upon  a permanent  basis, 
and  promises  to  survive  another  century. 

The  Dkki.skaoii  Gtiuitcn  is  jointly  owned 
by  the  Reformed  and  the  Fvangclical  Lutheran. 


1 i . i i ' i : I : 1 - I t ,i;  ■ i ■ i 

.tjir'fftr.v  '!.» tor:i’|  . 

: ,tkr  , I •)  III;  U !. 

. 

: 

' .S'.  1 l ■,  1 • l 1/ 

• it> lii  *•,  i.  i .-i:  i.  - 

! * fi r < < ; i iv)"  ir  • it  \j  m ivUi > 1 , 

■ ■ . ' t !>•  •:  ~ 


f i J»  f u-  -i 


UNION  COUNTY. 


1301 


Although  the  early  history  of  this  church  is 
“iiincwhat  obscure,  no  records  having  been  kept, 
then'  is  little  room  to  doubt  that  it  was  the  first 
organized  in  the  entire  valley,  and  that  for  a 
number  of  years  it  was  the  only  place  of  wor- 
ship for  a large  number  of  people,  living  in  a 
territory  more  than  twenty  miles  sijuare,  and 
where  now  more  than  two  dozen  churches  point 
their  spires  heavenward.  To  a large  extent  the 
old  Dreisbaeh  Church  is  the  mother  of  all  these 
later  churches.  A partial  record  indicates  the 
visits  of  missionaries  to  this  section  as  early  as 
1771,  who  administered  the  rites  of  baptism 
and  performed  other  ministerial  offices,  but  did 
not,  at  that  time,  form  any  congregations,  as  the 
country  was  too  sparsely  settled.  These  visits 
continued  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revo- 
lution, which  appears  to  have  interrupted  them. 

A record  of  baptisms  from  1771  to  177n  shows 
that  there  were  living  in  this  region,  at  that  pe- 
riod, as  members, — 

Henry  Holender,  Henry  Pontius,  Christian  Sturm, 
Simon  iliinrotli,  John  lvreider,  Leonard  Welker, 
John  Seirer,  Philip  Stover,  John  C.  Kleinsmith, 
Christian  ltielil,  Henry  Picket,  Yost.  Derr,  Christian 
Kwig,  Stephen  Duehman,  (Gorge  Frederick. 

About  1787  the  Rev.  Herman  Jacob  Shell- 
hart,  a Lutheran,  preached  in  this  section, 
and  lie  and  others,  who  came  soon  after, 
as  visiting  clergymen,  urged  the  formation  of 
congregations  and  the  building  of  a union 
church.  To  encourage  this  purpose  Martin 
Dreisbaeh  set  aside  seven  mid  a half  acres  of 
land  upon  which  to  build  such  a house  and  for 
cemetery  purposes.  Although  a cemetery  had 
already  been  begun  on  the  land  of  John  Pon- 
tius, the  land  Mr.  Dreisbaeh  offered  was  regarded 
as  more  favorably  located, and  upon  it,  in  1788, 
was  erected  a log  church,  which  received  the 
name  of  Dreisbaeh,  in  honor  of  the  donor  of  the 
land, — a name  it  has  ever  since  borne. 

At  the  time  this  church  was  built  the  official 
members  of  the  newly-organized  congregations, — 
were  Reformed  Trustees,  John  Annual  and  Flias 
Youngmau  ; Riders,  Martin  Dreisbaeh  and  Ja- 
cob Groejcon;  Deacons,  Deter  Frederick  and 
Henry  Dreisbaeh.  On  the  Lutheran  side  there  i 
were  Trustees,  Christian  Sturm  and  Adam  Christ; 
Riders,  Caper  Rower  and  Henry  Mcinzer;  and 


I leaeons,  Jacob  Metzger  and  John  Seirer.  This 
was  the  first  consistory  of  which  there  is  any 
account,  and  each  congregation  had,  among 
of. hers,  (he  following  additional  members:  il<- 
J'orincd  : Henry  A urmid,  John  Dreisbaeh,  Ma- 
thias Barnhart,  Jacob  Dreisbaeh,  Martin  Dreis- 
bach,  fir,  George  Frederick,  /Jacob  Monk, 
Henry  Rarnlmrf,  (ieorge  Aurand,  John  Rrown, 
George  Fisher,  Michael  Vocht  and  John  Pon- 
tius. Jjiitlieran:  /John  G.  Rush,  George  Rower, 
John  I Ieltman,  Stephen  Duclunan,  Jacob  Geb- 
liart,  John  Mcinzer,  Leonard  Welker,  Mathias 
Alsi  aeh,  Adam  Kreichbaum,  William  Roekey, 
Peter  Fisher,  Leonard  Groninger,  George 
Smith,  Christopher  Wagner,  Adam  Meinzer, 
George  Rook,  -Jacob  Welker,  Christopher 
Rickel,  John  Xreider  and  Christopher  Raldy. 
'The  records  of  baptisms  give  us  the  names  of 
other  members,  as  follows:  I7!M,  Ludwig 

Sweinhnrt,  William  Gent/.ler  ; 17!)3,  Deter 
Frederick,  John  X.  Si  roll,  Abraham  I lock, 
Simon  Rennage;  171)3,  Conrad  Strubcr,  .lolm 
lvleckner,  John  Hoy,  George  Pfreimcr;  171)4, 
John  Hummel  and  John  Holder;  1805,  An- 
drew' Reedy,  Benj.  Zellers, -John  Ilcinly,  John 
Zellers,  John  Rebcr,  Deter  Spvker,  George 
Worm  ley,  Lorenzo  Barnhart  and  George  Ream. 
This  membershij)  indicates  that  those  belonging 
came  from  near  and  far  to  worship  in  this 
primitive  spiritual  home.  The  ministers  of  the 
period  were  the  Revs.  II.  J.  Shcllhart,  Jona- 
than Rahauser  (the  first  Reformed,  in  17 8J), 
Deidrieh  Aurand,1  Gentzler,  Dfreimer,  Geist- 
weit,  Llgen,  W'alter,  Uerbst  and  Dieffenbach, 
who  preached  at  irregular  periods,  and  only  a 
few  of  them  sustained  pastoral  relations. 

In  180J  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Heim  became  a regu- 
lar pastor  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  and 
labored  acceptably  until  1831,  when  the  Rev. 
J.  G.  Anspach  became  his  successor,  entering 
upon  a long  and  eventful  pastorate,  which  was 
terminated  b it  a few  years  ago.  The  pulpit 
was  then  supplied  by  the  pastors  of  the  Mifllin- 
burg  ( ’hureli,  and  in  1885  by  the  Rev.  John  A. 
Earnest,  of  that  church. 

The  Rev.  Mist  II.  Fries  became  the  regular 


Mtev.  Annual  lived  in  the  valley  before  he  began  to 
preach. 
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pastor  ol  1 1 ic  Reformed  congregation  in  1811, 
ami  continued  until  death  ended  J i is  earthly 
labors  at  the  close  of  1839.  Soon  after  the 
Rev.  A.  I>.  Casper  took  charge  of  the  congrega- 
tion, and  served  it  as  pastor  until  I 333.  Kora 
short  time  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  the  Rev. 
10.  Kiefer,  and  in  1 Soil  the  Rev.  11  (airy  Aurand 
entered  upon  a short  pastorale.  The  same 
year  the  Rev.  1>.  "Bailsman  became  the  pastor, 
but  in  18.19  he  was  called  to  assume  an 
editorial  chair  in  the  printing-house  of  the  Re- 
formed Church.  lie  had  as  his  immediate 
successor  the  Rev.  C.  II.  Leinbach.  He  was 
followed  by  Rev.  Crawford,  for  a short  time, 
the  Revs.  U.  II.  Heilman,  Wm.  F.  Ileily,  L.  R. 
Gerhart  and  others  as  supplies. 

The  old  log  church  was  used  until  1839, 
when  a brick  edifice  was  erected  in  its  place, 
thirty-three  by  forty-five  feet  in  size,  and  ar- 
ranged interiorly  with  three  galleries,  so  that  it 
could  seat  four  hundred  persons.  The  corner- 
stone was  laid  June  2,  1889,  and  the  dedication 
took  place  on  tlu:  8th  of  December  of  the  same 
year.  Its  cost  was  $306(1.10,  and  the  building 
committee  was  composed  of  Jacob  Ritter,  Sam- 
uel Rebel",  John  Sheckler  and  Peter  Fngel. 
The  pastors  were  the  Revs.  Yost  II.  Fries  and 
J.  G.  Anspaeh,  and  the  following  were  the 
other  members  of  the  consistory:  Lutheran — 

Fillers,  John  llishel  and  Philip  Ruld ; Deacons, 
William  Noll  and  George  Kerstctter;  Trustee, 
John  Sheckler.  Reformed — -Fillers,  Jacob  Lei  by 
and  Philip  Frederick;  Deacons,  Jacob  Ritter 
and  Samuel  Zeller;  Trustee,  Samuel  Rebel". 

Unfortunately,  this  building  was  pul  up  in  a 
deficient  manner,  which  necessitated  the  congre- 
gations to  again  build,  after  the  lapse  of  only 
twenty-one  years.  This  movement  was  set  on 
foot  at  a regular  meeting  of  the  two  congrcga- 
tions  held  February  20,  1860,  when  David 
Ream,  Frederick  Hippie,  John  S.  81 1 rack  and 
Adam  Young  were  elected  as  a building  com- 
in  it  tee.  A subscription-book  was  opened  and 

the  responses  were  so  liberal  that  it  was  possible 
to  begin  operations  at  once.  flic  old  church 
was  taken  down  and  its  site  selected  as  the  place 
ol’ the  new  one,  where  the  corner-stone  was  laid 
June  17,  I860.  This  edifice  was  appropriately 
dedicated  with  services  commencing  Saturday 


morning,  October  12,  1861,  and  continuing 
until  the  following  Monday  evening.  It  is  a 
shapely  brick  structure,  forty-five  by  sixty-five 
feet  in  size,  and  has  a basement  divided  into 
rooms,  over  which  is  a very  finely-finished 
main  audience-room.  The  entire  cost  of  the 
building  was  about  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  The  cemetery,  containing  the  graves 
ol  the  pioneers  ol  the  lower  end  ol  the  valley, 
has  been  inclosed  with  a wall  of  substantial 
masonry,  and  all  the  surroundings  show  careful 
attention.  In  1854  the  church  was  regularly 
incorporated,  and  at  that  time  the  Reformed 
congregation  had  about  fifty  members,  while 
those  of  the  Lutheran  numbered  seventy-five. 
In  1885  the  membership  was  considerably 
larger. 

The  Union'  Cii  men  (German  Reformed 
and  Fvangelical  Lutheran). — To  accommodate 
members  of  the  congregations  at  Dreisbach  and 
St.  Peter’s  Churches  residing  in  this  locality,  a 
union  house  of  worship  was  erected,  about  1810, 
in  the  Spruce  Run  Valley,  and  new  congre- 
gations formed  which  have  since  controlled  the 
property.  Their  ministerial  service  has  been 
essentially  the  same  as  those  of  the  churches 
above  named,  the  Rev.  J.  (J.  Anspaeh  preaching 
for  the  Lutherans  until  1881 — -a  longer  service 
than  any  other  minister  in  the  church.  In  1885 
that  congregation  had  about  one  hundred  mem- 
hers,  while  the  Reformed  congregation  was 
somewhat  stronger.  The  plain  brick  church, 
standing  on  about  half  an  acre  of  ground,  was 
remodeled  in  1885,  and  supplied  with  a small 
belfry,  'flic  grounds  of  the  church  were  en- 
larged since  it  was  first  built,  embracing  at 
present  about  two  acres.  In  its  general  appear- 
ance and  internal  arrangements  it  is  now  an  in- 
viting place  of  worship. 


BIOG  RAPIT IC  AL  SK  ETC  1 1 ES. 


DANIEL  KHNLI.KK. 

In  the  year  1757  there  settled  in  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  one  Michael  Rentschler,  with 
his  wife  and  son,  John,  natives  of  the  kingdom 
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df  Wriirtcmbcrg,  Germany.  In  May,  1788, 
the  family  removed  to  Union  County,  and  lo- 
cated on  a very  largo  tract  of  land  on  the  Buf- 
falo Creek,  at  its  junction  with  Spruce  Bun. 
The  son  married  Maria  Dorothy  W ill,  of 
Berks  County,  and  the  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  three  sons, — Daniel,  Jacob  and  Benja- 
min. John  Bentsclilcr  was  probably  llic  first 
miller  in  this  county  to  put  up  buildings  for 
the  milling  business,  and  the  grist  and  saw-mills 


Dunkel,  of  Union  County,  and  had  borne  to 
him  eight  children,  as  follows  : Peter,  married 
to  Mary  Dunkel  ; John,  married  to  Mary  Bit- 
ter; Susanna,  married  to  Isaac  Beish  ; Daniel, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  George,  married  to 
W ilhelmina  Wollingcr ; Danny  Maria,  mar- 
ried to  Daniel  Gephart  ; Jacob,  married  to 
Caroline  1 1 immelreieh  ; Benjamin,  married  to 
Bebeeca  Dwing. 

During  the  last  years  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 


which  he  erected  on  the  creek  in  1818,  after 
being  once  rebuilt  by  him,  are  still  in  active 
operation  and  carry  his  name  to  this  day.  The 
eldest  son,  Danie],  born  1793,  became  imbued 
with  warlike  ardor  during  the  War  of  1812- 
PI,  and  served  as  sergeant  in  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  George  W ci- 
riclc  all  through,  taking  part  at  Marcus  Hook, 
etc.,  and  doing  his  duty  as  a brave  soldier. 
After  the  war  closed  he  was  elected  lieutenant 
in  the  militia  and  acted. in  such  capacity  many 
years,  lie  was  married,  in  1 8 1 7,  to  Susanna 


tury  the  family  name,  becoming  anglicized,  was, 
by  common  consent,  changed  to  llengler.  John 
Bengler  continued  in  the  milling  enterprise 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1825.  His 
son  Daniel  took  possession  of  the  mill  in 
183)0,  and,  alter  largely  improving  the  ma- 
chinery to  meet  the  requirements  of  an  increas- 
ing trade,  he  carried  on  the  business  until  he 
died,  .lime  5,  187-1,  the  property  being  then 
sold  to  W illiam  Cameron,  Esq.  Mrs.  Bengler 
had  previously  deceased,  viz.,  on  August  29, 
I 858. 
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The  gentleman  win), sc  mime  heads  this  sketch 
was  horn  in  tliis  county  oil  April  14,  1827, 
and,  on  February  20,  1851,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Susanna,  Royer,  w ho  was  horn  in 
Union  County  in  the  year  1830.  < )n  her  side 

we  iiu<l  that  Sebastian  lloyer,  with  tour  sons, 
emigrated  from  Switzerland,  in  17 l.S,  to  the 
province  ot  Pennsylvania,  and  settled  on  the 
Schuvlkill  River,  at  the  place  now  called  Roy- 
er’s Ford.  The  lather  and  two  sons,  John  and 
Amos,  moved  to  Lancaster  County  and  there 
Sebastian  died  in  1 7 58.  Amos,  the  youngest 
son,  raised  live  sons, — Philip,  Christopher, 
Peter,  John  and  Daniel — and  died  in  17b!). 
Christopher  had  three  sons, — John,  Daniel  and 
Joel, — and  removed  to  Union  County, Pa.  Joel 
(born  April  1.3,  1770)  married  Susanna  Bren- 
lieiscr  (born  June  .30,  1770),  in  Lancaster 
County,  and  there  their  twelve  children  were 
born,  viz.:  Nancy,  Isaac,  Israel,  Adam,  Sarah, 
Flizabeth,  Hannah,  Rebecca,  Susanna,  Joel, 
Catharine  and  Alary  R. 

Joel  lloycr,  the  father,  died  October  1.3,  1853, 
while  his  wife,  Susanna,  was  spared  to  reach 
the  age  of  ninety-two  years,  she  dying  March  .30, 
1871.  The  second  son  of  this  family,  Israel,  was 
married  to  Catharine  Ritter,  who  bore  him 
eleven  children,  as  follows,  viz.  : Susanna,  mar- 
ried Air.  Daniel  Rengler  ; Alary,  married  John 
Nee.se;  David,  married  Alary  Ileinly;  Rebecca, 
married  Franklin  Troxcl ; AVilliam,  married 
Mary  Balliet ; Samuel,  married  Matilda  Alook ; 
Joanna  (since  died)  ; Flizabeth,  married  Charles 
Zeehman  ; Joel,  w ho  was  killed  at  Fort  Gregg 
during  the  late  Rebellion  while  bravely  uphold- 
ing the  cause  of  the  Union  ; Adam,  married 
Sarah  Kling  ; and  Catharine,  who  died  in  early 
youth. 

To  Daniel  Rengler  and  his  wife,  once  Aliss 
Susanna  Royer,  have  been  born  four  children, 
as  follows  : (1st)  Catharine,  born  October  24, 
1 (S52,  and  died  in  the  fall  of  1882.  She  was 
married  to  Samuel  Iverstetter  and  bore  him 
four  children, — Adda,  Clarence,  Florence  and 
Cora,  now  living  near  Shamokin  Dam,  Snyder 
County.  (2d)  John  \\  .,  born  Alareli  5,  18511, 
and  died  in  infancy.  (.3d)  Daniel  F.,  born  July 
1 , 1 84 1 , also  died  in  infancy.  (4th)  Adda  Rebec- 
ca, still  living  under  the  parental  roof. 


Both  Mr.  and  Alls.  Rengler  united  with  the 
Lutheran  Church  shortly  after  their  marriage, 
and  have  since  maintained  their  membership 
within  its  folds,  now  belonging  to  and  attending 
the  Union  Church  at  Boyerlown,  their  home. 

When  the  Union  was  engaged  in  the  dread  - 
1’ul  struggle  against  slavery,  Air.  Rengler  gave 
liberally  of  his  means  to  help  the  good  light 
until  the  end.  In  polities  he  is  a Republican, 
but  has  never  aspired  to  political  preferment, 
and,  although  various  o Hi  cos  have  been  prollcrcd 
him,  he  has  always  declined,  being  desirous 
of  attending  to  his  farming  interests  more 
closely  than  could  possibly  be  done  had  his 
time  been  taken  up  with  polities.  An  honest 
and  upright  man,  he  merits  and  receives  the 
respect  of  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens  inl- 
and near. 


JOHN  X.  I’ONTIUS. 

John  Frederick  Pontius  came  from  Germany 
before  the  Revolution,  and  settled  in  Berks 
County,  Pa.  Hi  s son,  John  Nicholas,  was 
born  there  in  1 7-1  !J  and  became  interested  in  the 
W ar  of  the  Revolution,  nobly  serving  his  coun- 
try through  those  troublous  times  under  several 
dilfercnt  commanders.  He  married  Alaria  Ap- 
polonia  WJIhclm,  February,  1778,  and  had 
nine  children, — Jacob  Adam,  John  Frederick, 
Conrad,  Flizabeth  (married  Samuel  Geddes), 
Catharine  (married  George  Ilassinger),  Susan 
(married  John  Worm  ley)  and  two  others.  lie 
died  in  1 8.31 , surviving  his  wife,  who  died  in 
1813. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Buffalo 
township,  in  1788,  and  was  one  of  the  most  val- 
ued citizens.  He  was  colonel  of  militia  many 
years;  served  a long  period  as  school  director, 
and  was  one  of  the  board  of  managers  of 
the  Lew'isburgh  and  Al illlintow'n  Turnpike  for 
thirty  years.  He  early  joined  the  German  Re- 
formed Church  and  acted  as  elder  therein  about 
twenty  years.  On  September  11,  1832,  he  was 
married  to  Alary  Ann  Larrabec,  whose  father, 
Dr.  John  Larrabec,  emigrated  from  Connec- 
ticut, settled  at  Milllinburg,  and  practiced 
medicine  several  years..  He  afterwards  moved 
West  and  was  drowned  in  the  Ohio  River. 
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Mrs.  Larrabee  died  August,  IS,  1 S 7 7 , having 
reached  the  great age  of  ninety-two  years.  Colo- 
nel J.  F.  Pontius  and  1 1 is  will;,  Mary  Ami,  had 
i-siic  as  follows:  John  IN.,  horn  Juno  17, 
IS.1};};  Alary  M.  A.  C.,  Amelia  Caroline, 
horn  March  HO,  IS  II,  died  March  2J,  186!); 
Uivdcrick  Pphraim,  horn  November  7,  ISIS, 
died  August  20,  I SSI  ; and  Susan  M . lie 
died  dime  17,  I SOU,  uged  nearly  eighty-one 
vears,  being  followed  by  his  widow  seven  years 
after. 


section  of  the  State.  Their  children  were  IJias, 
Joseph,  John,  Thomas,  Samuel,  Catharine, 
Polly  and  (ieorge.  (ieorgo  Droisbaeh  (born 
September  2,  1 S08)  married  Harriet  I>ogar(born 
September  11,  ISIoJ  on  April  17,  lS.‘}2,  and 
had  issue, — Mary  C.,  Sarah  J.,  born  January 
2 1,  1 S; »(>,  manned  -John  X.  Pontius;  Harriet  S., 
(ieorge  C.  and  Pliza  In.  (twins)  ; and  Martha 
In.  (Jeorge  Dreisbach  was  a highly  respected 
and  valued  citizen,  prominently  identilied  with 
religious  and  educational  matters  until  his  un- 


John  IN.  Pontius  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Jane  Dreisbach,  September  25,  1802,  by  Rev. 
A.  R.  Casper,  and  the  family  properly  claims 
pioneer  influence  through  both  the  participants 
in  this  ceremony,  Mrs.  Pontius’  grandfather, 
John  Dreisbach  (one  of  the  sons  of  Martin 
Pi  visbach,  the  founder  of  the  Dreisbach  Church), 
wlio  married  Catharine  Youngman,  daughter  of 
the  founder  of  Youngmanstown  (now  Milllin- 
burg)  being  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  this 


timely  decease.  lie  was  a justice  of  the  peace 
many  years,  and  his  relations  with  the  people 
were  always  pleasant  and  appreciated.  His 
sudden  death  on  May  G,  1865,  was  deeply 
lamented  by  a wide  circle  of  friends,  and  an  un- 
usually large  number  attended  the  funeral  cere- 
monies. 

To  bless  the  union  of  John  IN.  Pontius  and 
Sarah  J.  Dreisbach  the  following  children  were 
given,  viz.  : Alary  S.,  born  Sunday,  August  1 G, 
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18G3;  Nevin  D.,  born  April  17,  1 8 (> <S . Recog- 
nizing tlio  immense  value  of  :i  libcnil  education, 
Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Poulins  early  determined  their 
eliildren  should  l>e  given  all  the  advantages 
their  abundant  means  would  allow,  and,  in  ac- 
cordance therewith,  placed  Miss  Mary  S.  at  the 
Allentown  Female  College  to  obtain  the  benefits 
of  instruct  ion  and  care  a Horded  at  this  well- 
known  and  popular  institution.  'That  the  young 
lady  profited  to  the  full  is  evinced  by  the  fact 
that  she  was  graduated  second  in  class  of  1884, 
a year  when  the  class  was  larger  and  ranked 
higher  than  for  many  years.  The  son,  Nevin 
I).,  was,  after  a careful  consideration  of  the 
merits  of  various  institutions  of  learning,  placed 
at  the  Alma  Mater  of  so  many  bright  lights  of 
this  commonwealth,  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where  he  is  at  this 
writing,  engaged  in  the  pursuance  of  his  studies. 
In  religious  connections  the  family  have  always 
been  sincere  members  of  the  Kerman  Reformed 
Church,  while  'in  politics  they  are  strongly 
Democratic.  Mr.  Pontius  is  one  of  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  Lewisburgh  and  Mifllintown 
Turnpike  Co.,  and  gives  his  advice  and  counsel 
for  the  best  interests  of  that  corporation.  lie 
received  a common  school  education  and  then 
(Mitered  upon  the  occupation  of  his  forefathers 
— farming.  Through  long  years  of  toil  he  has 
prospered  and  always  holds  a helping  hand  to 
the  needy,  though  frequently  to  his  own  loss. 
He  a fiords  an  example  to  all — good,  honest  and 
reliable,  and  it  is  always  said  of  him  “ his  word 
is  as  good  as  a note.” 

The  beautiful  home  is  situated  in  the  famed 
Buffalo  Valley,  seven  and  a half  miles  from 
Lewisburgh  and  one  and  a half  miles  from 
Mi  111  inburg,  at  the  junction  of  the  Lewisburgh 
and  Mifflinburg  pike  and  the  direct  road  from 
New  Berlin,  surrounded  by  over  two  hundred 
and  ninety  acres  of  productive  land,  and  every- 
thing needed  to  make  home  pleasant  and  family 
happy  is  found  within  its  hospitable  walls. 


CKOItCiE.  W.  I ! I MM  EliRKU M T. 

Our  subject  was  born  February  8,  1834, 
in  Limestone  township,  Union  County,  the 
second  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Charles) 
1 1 immelroieh,  whose  father  came  from  ( icrmany 


in  the  eighteenth  century,  and  settled  in  Bufialo 
township,  Union  County.  The  grandmother 
was  a Withiugton,  one  of  whom  came  from 
England  at  an  early  date  to  this  county,  and 
carried  on  a successful  business  as  clock-maker, 
at  Mi  ill  inburg,  under  style  of  Withiugton  A 
Son,  for  many  years.  Captain  Peter  Withing- 
ton  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  ({evolution, 
having  a company  in  the  Twelfth  Pennsylvania 
Regiment  of  Continental  lane.  lie  died  in 
1777. 

Peter  Ilimmelreich  was  the  father  of  eleven 
children — Mary  married  William  Nagel;  Sa- 
rah married  Simon  Smith  ; James  C.  married 
Jane  Cornelius;  Margaret;  George  W.  (our 
subject);  John  ; Ann  Caroline  married  Jacob 
Rengler  ; Samue  1 ir.  married  Mary  A.  Hockey; 
William  D.  ; Peter  \V . married  Nellie  Riglit- 
meyer  ; Thompson  Linn  married  Lucy  Louisa 
Drake. 

When  George  W.  was  six  weeks  old  his 
parents  moved  to  Kelly  township,  and  there  lie 
received  his  education.  On  reaching  his  six- 
teenth year  he  became  a clerk  in  the  general 
store  of  Lewis  Spotts,  at  Kelly  Cross-Roads,  at 
three  dollars  per  month  the  first  year,  and  six 
dollars  per  month  the  remainder  of  the  twenty 
months  during  which  he  remained.  Ills  parents 
removing  to  Buffalo  township  caused  a severance 
of  this  connection,  but  he  soon  made  an  arrange- 
ment and  entered  the  store  of  Martin  Rudy, 
Cowan,  at  nine  dollars  per  month.  Ilis  services 
were  appreciated,  and  each  year  brought  an  in- 
crease of  salary  thus — nine,  twelve,  fifteen, 
eighteen  and  twenty  dollars  per  month.  When 
twenty-two  years  old  his  character  was  fully 
established,  and  he  accepted  an  offer  of  partuer- 
I ship  made  by  his  employer,  the  firm  becoming 
Rudy  & Ilimmelreich.  .Viler  attaining  his 
majority  he  commenced  saving,  and  on  entering 
business  for  himself  had  two  hundred  and  forty 
dollars,  which  sum  it  was  agreed  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  payment  of  interest  on  his  half- 
share of  the  store  until  paid  for  out  of  the 
profits.  'The  firm  was  successful,  and  it  con- 
tinued ten  years,  when,  on  September  20,  1800, 
Mr.  Ilimmelreich  purchased  his  partner’s  inter- 
est and  began  a career  which  has  produced  ad- 
mirable results.  Believing-  in  the  policy  of  ex- 
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tension,1  lie  decided  to  linineli  out,  and  in  (lie 
spring  of  1 87o  bought  a husinessat  Forest  Hill, 
this  county,  which  he  placed  in  charge  of  a tried 
employe.  In  the  spring  of  1881  lie  bought  out 
a store  at  Boyertown,  Union  County,  and  plac- 
ing it  under  competent  control,  has  united  the 
three  stores  in  an  excellent  system.  By  careful 
supervision  they  have  progressed  to  an  unusual 
extent,  and  recognition  as  a valuable  and  pro- 
gressive business  man  is  awarded  Mr.  Ilimmel- 
reich  on  all  sides. 


The  SI  ears  are  also  of  Herman  origin,  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ilimmelrcich  (Charles 
Slear)  leaving  the  Fatherland  and  settling  in 
Berks  County,  Pa.,  soon  after  the  Revolution. 
Thence  he  removed  to  Fry  Valiev,  Union 
County,  in  1800.  1 1 is  wife,  Mary  (I  I umuiolj, 

bore  him  six  boys  and  two  girls,  of  whom  ( leorge 
was  the  fourth  boy,  born  in  Berks  Co.  in  170  l. 

George  Slear  followed  the  example  set  by  his 
father,  and  was  a farmer  of  prominence,  as  is 
seen  by  the  fact  that  he  tilled  various  positions 


The  county  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  | before  the  people,  among  them  being  supervisor 


this  able  son,  and  we  place  him  before  posterity 
as  an  example  worthy  emulation.  Married,  on 
November  10,  1864,  by  Rev.  Daniel  Ivlose,  to 
Miss  .Elizabeth  Slear,  their  union  has  been  happy 
and  blessed  with  the  following  children  : Mary 
Elizabeth,  born  January  *27,  1806;  Laura 
Verda,  born  duly  28,  18(17  ; Margaret  Essie, 
born  October  20,  1870;  W illie,  born  October 
17,  1 87 1 , died  September  12,1872;  Sarah  Car- 
oline, born  August  26,  1873. 


for  seven  years,  lie  was  thrice  married — first, 
to  Hannah  Kauffman,  who  bore  him  Daniel, 
Esther,  Peter  and  Margaret;  second,  to  Sophia 
Miller,  and  had  Charles,  George  and  William  ; 
third,  to  Elizabeth  (daughter  of  James  Barklow), 
who  bore  him  Elizabeth  (married  George  W. 
Ilimmelrcich),  Hannah  (married  General  Dan- 
iel Heel  vinan,  of  Sugar  Valley,  Clinton  County), 
Mary  Catharine  (married  Samuel  E.  Miller)  and 
James  (married  Catharine  Smith). 
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iM  rs.  1 1 immelrcieh  united  with  the  Evangel- 
i e; i I Lutheran  ( liim  li  May  17,  18.71,  ami  Mr, 
1 1 i inmcl reich  nn  ( )c‘( < >1  »er  1.3,  187-'!,  and  tlm  chil- 
dren have  also  been  accepted  to  membership. 
.Since  the  organization  of  their  church  thev  have 
been  the  choir-leaders,  and  one  of  the  daughters 
is  the  esteemed  organist.  For  several  vears 
Mr.  I limmelreich  acted  as  trustee,  but  resigned 
to  give  fuller  attention  to  the  choir. 

lie  has  studiously  avoided  politics,  and  al- 
though elected  and  serving  as  county  auditor 
two  years,  it  was  during  his  absence  the  nomi- 
nation was  made,  lie  has  been  prominently 
mentioned  for  associate  judge,  but  preferring 
to  see  after  business  interests,  has  invariably  de- 
clined the  honor. 

In  June,  1872,  a number  of  gentlemen  es- 
tablished the  Mitllinburg  Banlc  at  that  place, 
and  Ah'.  I limmelreich  was  elected  one  of  the 
directors,  and  his  connection  and  advice  have 
proved  so  valuable  that  he  has  ever  since  then 
continued  in  such  office. 


joseiui  tv.  .SUMNER. 

'fhe  ancestors  of  Air.  Shriner  came  from 
Germany  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  1 1 is  grand- 
father, John  Shriner,  moved  to  Northumber- 
land, Pa.,  and  died  about  1830.  11  is  wife, 

whose  family  name  was  (last,  died  a few  years 
after,  having  borne  him  seven  children, — Dan- 
iel, who  married  Catharine  Fuuston,  had  six. 
children  ; .Sarah,  who  married  Samuel  Har- 
mony, and  bore  seven  children  ; John,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Pardoe,  and  had  nine  chil- 
dren; Catharine,  who  married  Captain  James 
Lee,  and  bore  three  children  (one  of  whom, 
Colonel  Arthur  T.  Lee,  was  one  of  those  men, 
brave,  tender,  true  and  cultivated,  who  shed 
lustre  upon  their  race  and  honor  upon  their 
country.  An  accomplished  artist  and  poet,  he  yet 
gave  his  talents  to  the  army,  and  obtained  dis- 
tinction there  by  force  of  merit,  as  he  would  have 
done  had  he  chosen  the  less  martial,  but  more 
valuable,  field  of  letters.  He  served  his  coun- 
try throughout  the  Mexican  W ar,  the  Seminole 
Indian  troubles  in  Florida,  the  Texas  border 
warfare  and  the  Rebellion;  was  wounded  at 
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Gettysburg,  and  on  that  bloody  field  was  given 
Ids  colonelcy  for  distinguished  bravery.  Col- 
onel Lee  was  governor  of  the  Soldiers’  Home, 
Washington,  1 ).  C.,  several  years,  and  enjoyed, 
for  a long  period,  the  friendship  of  General 
Simon  Cameron  and  Colonel  J.  AY.  Forney, 
both  of  Pennsylvania.  Me  died  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  fall  of  I87J;  Alary,  who  married  John 
Babb,  and  had  six  children ; Samuel,  born 
.May  1,  17!)8,  married  on  Aiay  b,  1818,  to 
Ann  Wheeler  (born  April  13,  17b9),  who  bore 
him  six  children  : W illiam  Babb,  married, 
1st,  Elizabeth  Derr,  and,  2d,  Caroline  Gutc- 
1 ins,  and  had  issue  two  children  (he  died 
September  2(i,  18(52);  Sarah  Jane,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Charles  II.,  married,  1st,  Alary  Derr, 
who  bore  him  three  children;  2d,  Elizabeth 
Foster,  who  bore  him  seven  children  ; 3d,  Eliza- 
beth Van  Valzah ; 1th,  Elizabeth  Aehcnbach, 
who  has  borne  him  two  children.  Hon.  C.  II. 
Shriner  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  poli- 
ticians of  his  day;  served  as  elector  on  the  Lin- 
coln ticket  (second  term),  and  was  collector  of 
this  district  during  Lincoln’s  and  Johnson’s 
terms.  They  moved  West  in  1875,  and  now 
live  at  Dixon,  111.  ; Joseph  Wheeler,  subject  of 
this  sketch  ; Caroline  Alatilda,  died  in  infancy; 
Samuel,  born  October  b,  1828,  died  January 
17,  1808. 

Samuel,  the  father  of  these  children,  died 
August  b,  1828,  aged  thirty  years,  his  widow 
surviving  him  until  December  2,  1877,  when 
she,  too,  passed  away. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Shriner’, s ancestry  is  traced  back 
to  the  “ Fatherland  ” also,  they  settling  in  what 
is  now  Union  County  at  an  early  date.  Her 
father,  Abraham  Kremer,  born  171)0,  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Frances 
AYhi taker,  and  had  thirteen  children, — Mary 
Jane,  who  married  J.  Y.  Derr,  and  bore  eleven 
children;  Frances,  who  married  James S.  Alarsh; 
Charles  Jv.,  who  married  Anna  Haw  thorn,  and 
have  two  children;  Edgar,  married,  first,  Le- 
titia  Davis,  and,  second,  a Southern  lady 
(now  resides  in  Alaryland);  Mary  Julia,  married 
Daniel  Bank,  and  has  borne  one  child;  AA  il- 
liam;  John,  married  Emma  Eye r,  and  has  two 
children;  Frederick;  Harry,  married  Nellie 
Cameron,  and  has  one  child;  Elizabeth,  born 
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December  I,  1821,  married  J.  \\’.  Shriner 

1 heretofore  mentioned) ; Julia,  married  ( i.  W. 

Forrest,  and  had  issue  three  children  ; Joseph 
’ ’ ; 1 | 

A.,  married  Sarah  Laws he;  dolm  K.,  married  j 

Margaret  I leaver,  and  has  seven  children. 

Joseph  Wheeler  Shriner,  horn  November  Id, 

US 2-1,  was  deprived  of  a father’s  guidance  at 

the  age  ol  lour  years,  and  early  gave  evidence 

of  a sterling  character.  In  his  sixteenth  year 

lie  became  steward  ot  a packet-boat  running  on 


accepted,  becoming'  an  equal  partner,  in  1851, 
under  style  of  Geddes,  .Marsh  it  Co.  This 
combination  proved  efficient,  and  they  under- 
took the  manufacture  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments, In  which  they  acquired  a great  , success, 
introducing  the  first  reapers  and  drills  seen  in 
this  section.  ‘‘What  crowds  would  gather  to 
witness  the  operation  ol  those  crude  imple- 
ments!’’ says  Mr.  Shriner,  whose  entire  atten- 
tion was  given  to  their  outside  business  some 


the  Susquehanna.  After  three  years  of  such  1 ten  years,  during  which  he  was  largely  instru- 
life,  he  entered  the  flouring-mill  of  the  late  J mental  in  the  erection  of  the  Dry  Valley  Fur- 
Samuel  Wolfe,  to  learn  the  business,  on  the  j nacc  at  Winfield,  Union  County,  and  at  the 
acquisition  of  which,  for  reasons  of  health,  he  j expiration  of  which  time  a new  company  was 
went  into  the  foundry  of  Geddes  & Marsh,  j formed  to  make  the  celebrated  Buckeye  Reaper 
Lewisburgh.  The  first  few  years,  his  time  was  j and  Mower.  Tn  1 8(50  such  was  organized 
spent  on  the  road,  selling  the  stoves  made  by  under  title  of  Si i f er , Walls,  Shriner  & Co., 
this  firm,  and  his  success  was  so  marked  that  , which  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
offers  of  partnership  were  made  him  by  seve- I Pennsylvania  in  18(55,  and  had  a highly  suc- 
ral  manufacturing  companies;  also  by  Messrs,  j cess  fill  career. 

Geddes  & Marsh.  The  latter  proposition  lie  I In  1 870  Mr.  Shriner  withdrew,  and  returned 
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to  Ills  First  love,  having-,  in  (lie  mean  lime,  j m r- 
chased  his  old  training-school,  the  Wolfe  mill, 
and  bought  other  properties  near  by,  where  he 
had  been  making  a home  ibr  several  years. 

During  the  last  Fifteen  years  he  has  given 
close  attent ion  (o  the  Lewisburgh  water-mills 
and  has  attained  an  enviable  reputation  Ibr  his 
product.  Alw  avs  prompt  to  recognize  improve- 
ments in  machinery,'  he  was  the  first  miller  in 
Central  Pennsylvania  to  adopt  the  middlings 
purifier,  brushing-maohine,  flexible  driver,  etc., 
and  has  given  much  time  to  the  search  for  im- 
provements, also  in  experiments,  to  a certain 
end — i.  c.,  the  taking  bran  from  wheat  before 
grinding,  he  being  Firmlv  convinced  ol  its  feasi- 
bility, and  believing  the  discoverer  of  such  sys- 
tem as  shall  render  it  possible  w ill  revolutionize 
this  immense  industry  and  reap  a vast  fortune. 
For  several  years  his  attention  was  partially 
turned  to  lumbering  in  Clearfield  County,  and 
large  quantities  of  square  timber  were  cut  and 
marketed  after  railing  down  the  Susquehanna. 

Shortly  after  attaining  his  majority  Mr. 
Shriner  was  made  a Mason  and  on  February 
28,  ] 85b,  received  the  honors  of  knighthood 
in  St.  John’s  Commaudery,  No.  4,  then  held  at 
Carlisle.  At  that  date  there  were  but  four  com- 
manderies  in  Pennsylvania;  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  ol’ Crusade  Commaudery,  No.  12,  at 
Ploomsburg,  latter  part  of  185(>,  and  still  holds 
membership  there.  He  claims  the  distinction 
of  being  the  oldest  Sir  Ivnight  in  Northwestern 
Pennsvl vania,  and  continues  an  active  member 
ol’ Charity  Dodge,  No.  1 II,  Lewisburgh.  lie 
was  one  ol  the  organizers  of  the  State  Hoard  ol 
Agriculture  in  1877  and  served  as  member 
from  Unipn  County  seven  years,  part  of  the  time 
being  one  of  the  executive  committee.  In  poli- 
ties he  has  been  a Republican  since  the  war, 
while  in  religious  convictions  the  entire  family 
is  Methodist,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shriner  having 
joined  that  church  nearly  fifty  years  ago. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Krcmer 
on  March  28,  18  IS;  their  union  has  been  blessed 
w'itli  the  following-named  children:  Anna 

If  ran  ce.s,  Mary  Klizabelh,  Charles  Krcmer, 
William,  all  o!  whom  deceased  in  early  youth; 
Thomas  Bowman,  born  June  7,  18(10,  mar- 
ried Grace,  daughter  of  John  Good,  Williams- 


port; Sarah  J.,  born  June  7,  1 880,  married 
Rev.  J.  W.  Rue,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference,  and 
has  borne  Elizabeth  Shriner,  Margaret  May, 
Mary  Ethel  and  Florence  Irene;  Margaret  Kru- 
mcr;  Harold  W heeler,  (died  in  childhood)  and 
Clara  M ay.  'Their  beautiful  home,  surrounded 
by  some  sixty  acres,  located  one-quarter  of  a mile 
from  Lewisburgh,  shows  the  prevailing  charac- 
teristics throughout.  In  the  immediate  Future 
part  of  this  estate  will  be  laid  out  into  two 
hundred  town-lots  in  order  to  open  up  for 
suburban  residences  a section  which  will  he 
readily  accepted  because  of  its  handsome  situa- 
tion. J I is  early  struggles  gave  Mr.  Shriner  a 
strong  regard  for  youth  and  energy,  and  he  has 
largely  assisted  young  men  since  ability  became 
his,  and  to  such  extent  as  to  seriously  a Ifcct  his 
Financial  means  on  dillerent  occasions;  but,  con- 
fident in  self  and  happy  in  tiunilv,  his  life  rolls 
on  towards  a completed  manhood,  attained  hv 
honest  and  earnest  endeavor  to  perform  the 
Golden  Rule  as  First  laid  down. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

EAST  UUFEALO  TOWNSHIP.' 

Tun  formation  of  the  township  will  be  Found 
in  the  account  of  the  erection  of  the  countv. 
The  tract  of  land  known  as  the  Thomas  Lowry 
was  surveyed  on  order  No.  2(J(i,  2d  of  August, 
l7(i‘J.  This  embraces  the  lands  around  the 
moulh  of  Turtle  < 'reek.  This  was  the  name  of 
the  creek  even  before  178!).  It  is  laid  out  by 
that  name  in  Scull’s  map  of  1 770.  John  Wil- 
son lived  here  in  that.  year.  lie  had  some  sort 
of  a mill  there  in  1771,  and  died  there  in  1772 
or  177  1,  probably  the  former.  John  Annual 
bought  the  premises  on  the  3d  of  October, 
1772.  He  was  born  in  S trass  Ebersbad,  near 
Heidelberg,  Germany,  September  25,  1725; 
died  March  30,  1807;  was,  therefore,  eighty- 
two  years  old.  His  ancestors  were  originally 
French,  driven  into  Holland  by  religious  per- 
secution. lie  emigrated  to  America  in  1757, 
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lived  at  Maiden  (.'reek,  Tulpehoeken,  and  then 
removed  In  Union  ( 'omily.  1 1 is  grave  in  (lie 
I heishaeh  yard  is  unmarked.  11  is  wile,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  died  before  him.  1 1 is  children  were 
Henry,  who  lived  and  died  in  Snyder  County; 
I’etor  and  Jacob  lived  in  Reading  ; Daniel,  in 
Sunbury  ; Rev.  Dietrich,  who  died  in  Hunting- 
don ( 'minty  ; ( ieorge  Anraml,  Fsq.,  died  duly 
Is,  l.SbO  ; Ulizabeih,  intermarried  with  Francis 
Zeller  ; John,  who  died  May,  ISOS;  Abraham; 
Mary,  married  to  John  Woife. 


Dr.  Ilarbaugh,  in  his  “ Fathers  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,”  states,  u]>on  authority 
of  John  Anraml,  of  Yellow  Springs,  Blair 
County,  a grandson  of  John  Aurand,  that  the 
latter  built  both  Hour  and  saw-mills  at  Turtle 
Creek. 

John  Dietrich  was  born  at  Maiden  Creek, 
November  7,  1 TOO,  enlisted  in  Colonel  Stewart’s 
regiment,  Wayne’s  brigade,  I’ennsylvania  Line, 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  returned  at  the 
expiration  of  his  service,  in  1781. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1771,  Robert  Fruit  and 
Thomas  Hewitt,  commissioners  of  the  county, 
made  a sworn  valuation  of  the  tract,  as  a grist- 
mill, two  pair  of  stones,  saw-mill,  dwelling- 
house  and  barn,  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
acres,  at  seven  hundred  pounds. 


Dietrich  Aurand,  who  had  followed  milling 
at  dillercnt  places  down  the  river,  removed, 
with  his  family,  into  the  valley,  and  settled  on 
a firm  on  Turtle  Creek,  midway  between  its 
source  and  outlet,  about  five  miles  above 
Jenkins’  mill.  The  farm  he  was  on  had  a 
j reserved  water-right,  and  was  given  to  him  by 
| his  father,  with  the  design  that  he  should  build 
!a  merchant  mill  on  it,  and  he  intended  so  to 
do;  but  the  Hessian  fly  having  proved  very 
j destructive  to  the  wheat  crops  for  upwards  of 
j ten  years,  he  lost  severely  in  purchases  of  wheat 
j for  the  French,  and  lost  by  bailing  ; so  he  could 
j not  build  the  mill,  and  had  to  sell  and  remove 
I to  an  adjoining  farm  in  1801. 

The  following  sketch,  taken  from  Dr.  Har- 
I laugh’s  “ Fathers,”  relates,  id’ course,  to  the  lie- 
formed  portion  of  Dreisbach  Church: 

“The  buffalo  Church,  now  called  Dreisbach,  hail, 
for  some  time,  been  in  a very  distracted  condition, 
having  the  irregular  attention  of  the  irregular 
lTrumer,  called  KW'iimncr,  but  was,  for  the  most  part, 
closed  entirely.  The  young  men  were  growing  up 
without  adequate  spiritual  instruction,  and  the  old 
members  having  passed  through  scenes  of  strife,  had 
grown,  to  a great  degree,  indifferent.  Seeing,  how- 
ever, at  length,  that  religious  matters  were  tending 
in  a bad  way,  they  awoke  and  saw  that  something 
must  be  done.  Reformed  ministers  being  at  that  time 
few,  and  diilieult  to  be  secured,  they  thought  they  saw 
in  Deitrich  Aurand,  who  was  still  on  his  farm,  a man 
who  could  be  useful  among  them  as  a Reformed 
minister.  About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1801 
they  came  together,  and  unanimously  and  very  cor- 
dially agreed  to  call  upon  him  to  otliciate  as  their 
minister,  he  having  preached  sermons  to  them  giving 
the  greatest  satisfaction;  he  agreed  to  accept  the 
call,  lie  was  licensed  by  the  brethren,  but  was  not 
yet  ordained  or  even  licensed  by  the  Synod.  He  be- 
gan, however,  to  catechise  in  the  Dreisbach  Church, 
and  large  numbers  attended,  whom  lie  confirmed, 
baptizing  such  as  had  not  been.” 

On  flu:  oil  of  May  the  .Synod  met  at  York, 
anil  a request  was  made  by  the  congregations 
of  Bullalo  Valley  and  New  Berlin  for  the  ex- 
amination and  ordination  of  Mr.  Aurand.  The 
matter,  however,  was  deferred,  principally  at 
| his  own  request,  until  he  might  improve  him- 
! self.  He,  however,  continued  to  preach  to  the 
j congregations  ol  Bullalo  \ alley  anil  New  Ber- 
lin until  his  removal  to  Huntingdon  ('oiinty, 
j in  October,  1801,  where  he  founded  the  emigre- 
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tuition  of  Water  Sired,  lie  died  near  there, 
on  the  2 1 til  of  April,  1831,  aged  seventy  years, 
live  months  and  sixteen  days,  and  is  Imried  in 
front  of  Zion’s  ( 'linreli,  at  W afer  Street. 

Ahrani  A nraml,  Sr.,  lived  in  Mast  Buffalo,  on 
the  head-waters  of  Turtle  ( 'reek  ; died  .January 
2d,  1855,  leaving  two  children, — Ahrani,  .lr., 
who  died  and  John,  who  died  . Mrs.  Sarah 
Hitter,  the  only  child  of  Ahrani,  lives  on  and 
owns  the  old  place. 

The  Jenkins  family  came  originally  from 
Wales,  but  James  Jenkins,  Sr.,  was  latterly  of 
London,  near  Drawbridge;  afterwards  became  a 
resident  of  the  island  of  Madeira  ; came  to 
Philadelphia,  in  1773,  and  carried  on  business 
as  merchant  there,  and  purchased  lands  on 
the  Susquehanna  in  1 773.  He  had  four  sons — 
William  (who  married  Joaequine  De  Adraid,  a 
Portuguese  lady  of  Madeira,  and,  with  his  wife, 
lived  with  his  mother  at  Turtle  Creek,  or  Jen- 
kins’ Mills,  sometime),  Morgan,  James  and 
K ieliard — am  1 1 wo  daughters,  who  died  and  were 
buried  in  Philadelphia.  Janies  was  married  to 
Sarah  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  and  brought  her 
to  Northumberland  in  August,  178!).  James,  | 
Sr.,  built  the  stone  mill  in  177!).  James,  Sr., 
died  intestate,  leaving  a widow,  Plnebc,  who 
died  in  1802.  James  and  Morgan  died  intestate, 
M organ  without  issue;  and  on  the  1st  of! 
April,  1794,  James,  Jr.,  and  Richard  made 
partition  of  the  estate  descending  lineally  from 
their  father  and  collaterally  from  their  brother 
Morgan,  and  James,  Jr.,  obtained  four  tracts 
about  the  mouth  of  Turtle  Creek,  containing 
five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  and  a half  acres, 
which  Morgan  had  in  his  lifetime  bought 
of  John  Aurand,  an  island  on  the  West 
Branch,  opposite  the  lands  which  James  Jen- 
kins had  purchased  of  John  London,  who  had 
bought  it  of  .John  Penn,  Jr.,  and  John  Penn  by 
deed  on  the  I 1th  of  May,  I 78,3.  James  Jenkins 
associated  himself  with  .John  Mason,  of  Blue 
I Jill  fame,  keeping  store  first  at  Northumber- 
land, then  removing  it  to  Jenkins’  Mills.  'The 
mill  was  originally  built  of  stone,  and  in  time 
of  Indian  troubles  used  as  a fort,  to  which  place 
the  families  in  the  neighborhood  resorted  in 
times  of  danger.  On  one  occasion,  when  the 
Indians  were  approaching,  Mrs.  Plnebc  Jenkins 


i lay  very  ill,  at  'Turtle  Crock,  of  typhus  fever;  a 
bedstead  with  curtains  was  set  up  on  a river- 
I boat  and  Mrs.  Jenkins  was  carried  to  it  in 
blankets,  in  which  she  was  taken  to  Middle- 
1 town;  the  boat  kept  the  middle  of  the  river 
and  the  Indians  shot  arrows  through  the 
I curtains  from  the  shores.  A tract  on  Limc>toiio 
Run,  two  hundred  acres,  purchased  of  David 
Kenedy,  and  the  tract  in  Dry  Valley,  in  war- 
rantee name  of  .James  Jenkins,  just  west  of  the 
Sncagon  three  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres,  of 
the  date  ol  October  2o,  1783.  .James  died 
suddenly  of  pleurisy  February  3,  1803,  at  the 
age  of  forty  years.  Janies,  Sr.,  had  built  the 
brick  house  now  occupied  by  W illiam  Elliot  in 
Northumberland,  and  when  James,  .Jr.,  brought 
his  wife  there  in  a carriage  from  Philadelphia, 
the  servant,  when  he  opened  the  door  of  the 
carriage,  said,  “This  is  the  first  house  we  have 
seen  since  we  left  Philadelphia.” 

James  Jenkins  left  children, — Thomas,  who 
died  in  South  America;  Sarah,  married  to 
Ephraim  Shannon,  whose  daughter  married 
Colonel  Alfred  Kneass,  and  is  deceased,  and  her 
only  daughter  married  to  A.  ( ).  Van  Alen,  of 
Northumberland,  and  she  died  August  2,1882, 
w ho  left  a son,  Alfred  Jenkins  Van  Alen,  who 
died  on  August  23,  1882  ; Elizabeth,  married 
Thomas  P.  Bonham,  and  died  in  Illinois;  Marv, 
died  September  2(1,  1881,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years;  and  Miss  Harriet  still  lives  at  Northum- 
berland (1886),  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years, 
in  the  possession  of  all  her  faculties  and  unim- 
paired memory.  The  mill  was  rebuilt  by  Colo- 
nel Kneass  in  1833-54;  again  remodeled  to 
a roller-mill  in  1882-83;  and  again  remodeled 
by  A.  ( ).  Van  Alen  in  1 884-85  ; and  is  now  be- 
ing operated  by  the  'Turtle  Creek  Milling  Com- 
pany, formed  August  12,  1884.  The  firm  is 
composed  of  the  following  gentlemen:  A.  (). 
Van  Alen,  Win.  B.  Waples,  of  .Northumber- 
land, and  J.  W . Zeller,  of  Lewisburgh,  who  is 
general  manager. 

John  Met 'lung  settled  on  the  place  west  of 
the  ( iundy  place  cal  led  1 lard  scrabble,  surveyed 
in  1772,  .June  10th.  In  1807  Mathias  Mae- 
pherson  bought  that  portion  of  the  Met 'hum 
place  and  sold  oil"  the  lots.  Met  "lung  died  in 
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I 7*7  ; 1 1 is  children  wen;  .John,  James,  Mathew, 

( 'harles,  llebeei 'a,  l\sl  Imt  a ml  1,1  i/.abel  li. 

Id  »l  lowing  up  (lie  river  above  ( lie  Lowry  I rad 
of  Turtle  Creek,  (lie  next  survey  is  llauimli 
I Joes’,, surveyed  A ngust  I,  1 7t!l),one  hundred  and 
lil'ty-eight  acres;  William  Ueale,  surveyed  same 
dale,  one  hundred  and  fort  v-nine  acres  ; Thomas 
Lemon,  d une  10,  I 77  I , t wo  hundred  and  lilly- 
live  acres;  Imt  immediately  above  tliat,  .James 
Wilson,  September  '2d,  1770,  surveyed  for  J olm 
lice  thirty-eight  acres  at  (lie  Stroheeker  Land- 
ing, ad  join  mg  t lie  proprietaries’  ( ract  (that  became 
Lewisburgh), and  Wilson,  in  his  “ Field-Notes,” 
mentions  tliat  Ludwig  Derr  is  living  on  tlie 
proprietaries’  tract.  In  1773  Christian  Van 
(iundy  is  living  here,  and  keeps  a tavern  and  a 
ferry,  and  is  tins  year  recommended  for  a 
license.  The  remains  of  Ids  house  were  dis- 
turbed by  tlie  railroad  gang  in  180-1.  This  is 
the  same  Cliristian  wlm  appears  in  the  lawsuits 
with  Derr,  and  his  recollections  of  the  Warn  pie 
murder  by  the  Indians. 

William  Jrwin,  John  Kelly,  Robert  King, 
Jacob  Grozean  and  Uobert  Den-  were  appointed 
viewers  to  lay  out  a road  “from  the  fording  be- 
tween Ludwig  Derr’s  and  John  Aurand’s  mill 
through  Ihilfalo  Valley  to  the  Narrows.”  They 
never  reported,  and  at  May  sessions,  1771,  Sam- 
uel Maclay,  William  Irwin,  Henry  Pontius, 
Christian  Storms  and  William  Cray  were  ap- 
pointed in  their  stead.  They  reported  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1777). 

lint  next  below  the  Hardscrabble  tract  of 
McClung  was  the  Ccorgo  Call  tract,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  acres,  surveyed  the  !)th  of 
October,  17(D).  Here  William  Speddy  first 
makes  his  appearance  somewhere  in  1773.  It 
is  known  as  T roaster's,  then  Urown’s,  now  Sup- 
jilee’s  Mill.  At  May  term,  1773,  .Adam  Christ 
brought  an  ejectment  against  Speddy.  1 1 is  pos- 
session under  a Connecticut  title  did  not  avail, 
and  he  was  ousted.  He  is  assessed  in  1775  with 
twenty-live  acres,  one  horse  and  two  cows.  In 
December,  1 77(1,  he  volunteered  in  Captain 
John  Clarke’s  company,  and  served  during  the 
campaign  of  Trenton  and  Princeton.  lie  lived 
there  in  1778;  is  taxed  in  1780  with  the  tract, 
one  Imrse  and  three  cows,  in  1783,  with  Lee 
and  W illiam  Storms,  lie  is  assessor  ol  Ihilfalo 
sa 


tow  nship.  1 1 is  signature  to  the  assessment  is 
in  a full,  round,  beautiful  hand.  In  I 785  his 
name  is  dropped  from  the  assessment,  lie  re- 
moved to  Lost  Creek  Valley,  .Juniata  County, 
and  died  at  Spcddy’s  Gap,  near  MeAlister- 
ville. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Connecticut  people, 
or  Yankees,  as  they  were  called  by  the  l’eiinamites, 
claimed  under  their  charter  the  land  as  far 
south  as  the  Ibrly-lirsL  degree  of  latitude,  which 
passes  through  the  county  a mile  or  more  north 
ol  Lew  is  burgh.  1’y  tho  following  memorandum, 

furnished  by  ().  N.  Worden,  Esq.,  which  lie 
found  among  the  records  of  the  Susquehanna.  Land 
Company,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  it  appears  thatAVilliam 
Speddy  (tlie  elder)  was  their  authorized  agent  to  take 
and  bold  possession  of  land  claimed  by  them  in  (lie 
valley:  “1771,  William  Speddy  voted  one  ‘selling 
right’  in  Wyoming,  for  previous  ell'orts  in  holding 
possession  in  June,  and  for  further  intended  ell'orts.” 

'flic  following  allidavit,  in  tlie  hand  writing  of  Wil- 
liam Maclay,  found  among  the  papers  of  the  deputy 
surveyor’s  oiliee  of  Union  County,  is  the  first  notice 
of  bis  appearance  in  liulliijo  Valley.  It  is  worthy  of 
note  in  this  connection,  that,  in  deeds  of  this  year 
(1773)  for  lands  in  our  valley,  special  warrants  were 
common  “ Against  the  claim  of  the  inhabitants  of 
New  England.”  It  appears  (Votes  of  assembly,  1773, 
page  492)  that  in  June  a large  band  of  armed  men 
from  Connecticut  appeared  upon  tlie  West  liranch,  to 
dispossess  tlie  inhabitants,  and  were  prevented. 
Speddy  was  the  mere  advanced  skirmisher  or  picket : 

“ Northumberland  County,  ss  : 

“John  Scott,  of  Northampton  county,  being  duly 
sworn  on  tlie.  1 1 < > ly  Evangelists  of  Almighty  (Jod,  de- 
poseth  that  the  night  before  last,  this  deponent  and 
bis  son  and  another  man  from  Lucks  county,  lay  in 
the  woods  near  Ihitfaloc  creek,  and  in  the  morning  a 
certain  William  Speddy  came  to  them  and  told  them 
lie  supposed  they  were  travelers  and  looking  for  lands 
to  buy  ; this  deponent  and  company  answered  in  the 
allirmativo.  He  then  desired  them  to  take  care  how 
they  purchased  of  l’enn,  unless  they  had  likewise 
New  England  rights;  this  deponent  answered  that 
lie  would  not  give  a copper  for  New  England  rights. 
He  said  this  deponent  might  be  mistaken  in  being 
too  sure  in  depending  on  1'eiin’s  rights.  That  the 
New  England  people  hud  more  right  than  we  thought 
for;  lie  owned  ho  stood  by  and  saw  Stuart  shoot  Og- 
den, and  justified  the  action.  Much  more  was  said 
to  nearly  tlie  same  purpose  by  the  said  Speddy,  who 
spoke  with  great  violence,  and  would  not  hear  any 
contradiction  to  what  lie  asserted. 

“Sworn  and  subscribed  the  17th  June,  1772.” 
William  S] toddy’s  name  lir.-l  appears  “ in  a 
list  of  rioters  in  the  toil  at  Wyoming,  1771, 
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when  Nathan  < )gden  was  murdered,”  to  use  the 
language  of  ( iovernor  John  I’enn  (John  Penn’s 
proclamation,  offering  a reward  of  (illy  pounds 
for  the  arrest  oC  W illiam  Speddy,  9th  of  Peb- 
ruary,  1771).  In  1 1 ugh  tiaines’  A 'em  York  (<<i- 
"cUc  of  November  II,  1771,  I here  is  a para- 
graph of  Philadelphia  news  dated  November  I, 
1771,  as  follows  : “ At  Supreme  ( 'on rl  held  here 
on  Tuesday  last,  William  Spcddy  was  arraigned 
and  tried  for  the  murder  of  .Lieutenant  Nathan 
( )gden,  who  was  shot  from  the  block-house  at 
Wyoming,  whilst  it  was  in  possession  of  Lazar- 
us Stewart  A ( \>.  A I’ter  a long  and  impartial 
hearing,  the  jury  soon  gave  in  a verdict  of  ‘ not 
guiltv.’”  Doctor  Peek,  in  his  “ History  of  Wy- 
oming,” notices  him  thus : “Another  of  these 
rioters,  as  they  were  called,  was  William  Spcddy. 
He  was  somewhat  in  years,  and  was  called  ‘ Old 
Speddy,’  but  his  age  could  not  abate  the  rigor 
of  tin1  Pennsylvania  authorities,  for  they  kept 
him  in  close  confinement  in  Philadelphia  for 
moreth.au  two  tears.  I low,  where  or  precise- 
ly when  Spcddy  was  captured  we  are  not  able  to 
say,  but  his  final  examination  must  have  taken 
place  some  time  in  the  year  1771.  Airs.  Myers 
says  when  her  sister  Polly  was  two  years  old, 
and  she  was  twelve,  her  mother  was  desired  to 
go  to  Philadelphia  as  a witness  in  favor  of  Sped- 
dy, who  was  to  be  tried  for  the  murder  of  Na- 
1 ban  Ogden.  This  journey  Mrs.  Bennett  per- 
formed alone  on  horseback,  a distance  ol  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles,  most  of  the  wav 
through  the  wilderness.  \\  hen  she  reached 
Philadelphia  she  found  that  the  court  had  ad- 
journed and  she  then  made  a visit  to  Goshen  and 
attended  to  some  business.  When  the  trial  came 
on  she  was  present,  and  her  testimony  cleared 
Speddy.  lie  was  wasted  away  to  a mere  skel- 
eton. When  he  was  discharged  his  joy  and 
gratitude  overleaped  all  bounds.  lie  fell  upon 
his  knees  before  Airs.  Bennett  and  almost  wor- 
shipped her.  ‘Get  up,  Spcddy,  ’ she  said,  ‘ I 
have  done  no  more  than  any  one  ought  to  do 
for  a fellow-creature.’  He  kissed  her  hand  and 
bathed  it  with  tears.”  This  story  of  “Penn- 
sylvania rigor”  is  reduced  in  dimensions  from 
two  years  probably  to  eight  months,  as  no  man 
was  ever  tried  twice  for  the  same  murder  in 
Pennsylvania;  and  he  was  acquitted  on  I he  4th 


ol  November,  1771, — long  enough,  however, 
for  this  old  war  hawk  of  New  Lngland  rights, 
to  be  caged,  to  render  him  very  grateful  to  Mrs. 
Bennett. 

As  it  is  said  the  honey-bee  precedes  about 
fifty  miles  and  heralds  the  advance  of  (lift*  white 
man  into  the  wilderness,  Speddv  was  the  honey- 
bee of  New  Kngland  civilization  in  Buffalo 
Valiev. 

lie  chose  for  his  residence  the  prettiest  little 
dale  in  Buffalo  Valiev. 

Down  the  sweep  of  this  beautiful  little  dale, 
just  before  you  cross  the  braw  ling  waters  dial 
come  tumbling  from  the  mill,  may  be  yet  seen 
the  hearth-stones  of  Torrence  Quinn,  and  this 
place  was  known  as  Quinn  Valley,  and  the  war- 
rant he  laid  for  the  land  stretches  dow  n to  the 
border  of  the  township. 

At  George  A o To  s,  Smoketown,  lived  Adam 
Grove,  one  of  the  famous  four  brothers,  who 
were  famous  in  the  annals  of  Indian  warfare, — 
Wendell  lived  near  the  old  Burges  house;  Mi- 
chael lived  on  the  back  road  to  M illlinbiirg, 
Bullalo  township;  Peter  was  commissioned 
lieutenant  of  the  Bangers  March  .‘51,  1781, and 
disappears  from  our  history  early;  Adam  lived 
afterwards  on  the  plot  of  Murray  Ncsbit,  to 
whose  father  Thomas  Grove  sold  that  lot  in 
1822.  II  is  son,  Samuel,  married  a sister  of 
the  late  Joseph  Glass,  and  moved  West,  and 
this  family  became  wealthy  and  influential  at 
the  bar  and  in  other  pursuits.  A son,  Wesley, 
starved  in  the  rebel  prisons.  And  up  the 
northern  slope  of  the  Smoketown  hill  was  the 
farm  of  Captain  John  Brady, — a long  tract, 
which  extends  from  Smoketown  up  to  the  place 
lately  owned  by  John  Sell  rack,  Fsq.,  now 
Frederick's,  adjoining  Smoketowui  or  Mortons- 
ville.  As  far  hack  as  1 7 7 , Japlict  Morton 
brought  an  ejectment  against  Christian  Storms, 
tenant  in  possession  of  Captain  John  Brady. 
The  captain's  niece  lived  there  until  1783. 
She  died  there  on  the  20th  of  October,  and  her 
remains  rest  in  the  Lewisburgh  Cemetery. 
General  Hugh  Brady  tells  about  this  place. 
Captain  John  Brady  was  killed  near  Port 
Freeland,  April  11,  1771).  (See  page  109). 

“Alter  the  fall  of  Captain  Brady,  my  mother  re- 
moved, with  her  family,  to  her  father’s  place  in  Cum- 
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1 1 ■ - r 1 : 1 1 m I ( kuml.y,  I’u.,  wIicit  she  im-ivetl  in  May,  1775, 
him  1 when:  she  remained  till  October  of  that  year, 
.-lie  I hen  removed  to  liull'alo  Valley,  about  twenty 
miles  below  oui'  former  residence,  and  settled  on  one 
uf  our  own  farms.  We  found  the  tenant  had  left  our 
p< n't ii in  of  tin1  hay  and  {'rain,  which  was  a most  for- 
tunate circumstance.  The  winter  following  (1775 
and  UNO)  was  a very  severe  one,  and  the  depth  of 
the  snow  interdicted  all  traveling.  Neighbors  were 
lew,  and  the  settlement  scattered,  so  that  the  winter 
was  solitary  and  dreary  to  a most  painful  degree, 
lint,  while  the  depth  of  the  snow  kept  us  confined  at 
home,  it  had  also  the  effect  to  protect  us  from  the 
inroads  of  the  savages.  Hut,  with  the  opening  of  the 
spring,  tile  Indians  returned  and  killed  some  people 
not  very  remote  from  our  residence.  This  induced 
Mrs.  Ilrady  to  take  shelter,  with  some  ten  or  twelve 
families,  on  the  West  l’rancli,  about  three  miles  from 
our  home.1  Pickets  were  placed  around  the  houses, 
and  the  old  men,  women  and  children  remained 
within  during  the  day;  while  all  who  could  work 
and  carry  arms  returned  to  their  farms,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising-  something  to  subsist  upon.  Many  a 
day  have  1 walked  by  the  side  of  my  brother  John, 
while  he  was  plowing,  and  carried  my  rifle  in  one 
hand  and  a forked  stick  in  the  other,  to  clear  the 
ploughshare. 

“Sometimes  my  mother  would  go  with  us  to  pre- 
pare our  dinner.  This  was  contrary  to  our  wishes; 
hut  she  said  that,  while  she  shared  the  dangers  that 
.surrounded  us,  she  was  more  contented  than  when 
left  at  the  fort.  Thus  we  continued  till  the  end  of 
the  war,  when  peace — happy  peace — again  invited 
tin-  people  to  return  to  their  homes.” 

Bight  across  t lie  valley,  then  Illicitly  wooded, 
where  I bile’s  Hill  rounds  down  to  Buffalo  ( 'reek, 
just  this  side  of  the  bridge  that  crosses  to 
I folia's  M ill,  lived  Captain  John  Foster.  Petcv 
( ! rove  had  been  on  a scout  through  .Pennsyl- 
vania, and  discovering  Indian  signs,  was  eon- 
vineed  that  there  were  Indians  between  (he 
West  liraneh  and  the  Juniata,  and  at  once 
started  lor  his  home  in  Ihilllilo  Valley.  On  his 
way  lie  discovered  a man’s  track,  which  aston- 
ished him  as  no  oilier  man,  red  or  white,  would 
travel  that  way,  except  one,  and  he  was  beyond 
the  Alleghenies ; but  the  size  of  the  track  and 
length  of  the  step  was  his.  The  footsteps  left  the 
path,  and  this  making  him  uneasy,  lie  left  it  too 
and  went  to  Foster's.  Foster  said  there  must 
he  wild  work  west  of  the  mountains,  and  the 

> Jenkins"  Mill,  on  Turtle  Crock.  Thu  otl  mill  was 
sol i 1 1 ami  loop-hold  for  rides,  ami  was  the  resort  of  that 
part  of  the  valley  when  the  Indians  threatened. 


(rack  must  he  one  of  Brady’s  Hangers.  Peter 
replied,  “There  is  no  man  living  who  would 
have  taken  the  route  1 did,  but  Sam  himself.” 

“ Well,”  said  Foster,  “you  go  to  the  top  of  the 
ridge  and  discharge  your  ride  three  times.” 
drove  went  to  the  top  of  Dale’s  Ridge  and  did 
so,  and  in  a short  time  twenty  men  made  their 
appearance.  Foster  informed  them  of  the  dis- 
covery and  the  Indian  signs,  and  dismissed 
them  with  orders  to  keep, strict  watch  and  be  ready 
to  march  in  the  morning.  The  captain  said  they 
would  then  go  the  W idow  Brady’s,  and  they 
crossed  the  valley,  and  as  they  came  near  to  the 
house  their  path  was  crossed  by  a man,  whom 
Captain  Foster  hailed  in  a low  voice.  The  man 
advanced  and  they  found  him  to  be  Captain  Sum 
Brady,  lie  was  accoutred  its  a limiter,  with  his 
blanket  on  his  back,  and  had  just  arrived,  and 
had  been  detained,  hearing  the  shots  that  had 
heon  tired.  After  a private  conversation  between 
him  and  Foster,  they  set  out  on  their  return  to 
Foster's.  Peter  asked  him  whether  he  was  not 
going  in  to  see  his  mother.  lie  said  no,  as  they 
were  well,  and  for  their  preservation,  must  be  off. 
After  their  return  to  the  house  of  Foster,  Brady 
said  that  it  was  better  that  his  mother  and  fam- 
ily would  not  know  of  his  being  there.  'There 
had  been  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  Indians 
disappeared  from  the  western  country,  and  it 
was  the  opinion  that,  knowing  that  a number  of 
(be  settlers  were,  drawn  olf  to  the  army,  they 
supposed  t hat  they  would  reach  this  valley  un- 
awares. He  had  himself  crossed  the  trail  of  a 
party  of  thirty,  led  by  noted  warriors,  named 
Panther  and  Blacksnuke,  evidently  making  for 
I In-  Bald  Magic’s  Nest,  who  would  make  a de- 
scent on  the  valley.  With  drove,  Sam  Brady 
left  the  next  morning-,  to  be  followed  by  Foster 
and  fifteen  men,  and  resulted  in  a very  thrill- 
ing adventure,  but  beyond  the  place  of  our 
narrat  i ve. 

At  the  death  of  Mr.  Brady,  Japliet  Morton 
came  into  possession  of  the  premises.  Mor- 
tonsville  was  laid  out  and  called  by  bis  name. 
In  1815  that  place  was  appraised  at  forty-eight 
dollars  an  acre.  Japliet  died  in  1815.  1 1 is 

children  were  Edward,  William,  John,  Alex- 
ander, Isabella  (married  to  Thomas  Meduire) 
and  Rachel,  and  four  grandsons,  children  of 
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rF I h > m ;is,  (l<v( 'list'll, — Martha,  Betsey,  Polly  and 
Japliet. 

I iotiir  1 m -fV > i ( • an  V buildings  were  fiboui  (hern 
i(,  was  cal  led  Smokelown.  On  ( ieorge  Wolfe’s 
place  there  was  a very  superior  clay  for  I > rick , 
and  mans  of  (lie  brick  for  (lie  earlier  houses  o( 
(lie  (own  were  made  (here.  flic  brick-makers 
wei’cllm  I’oclhs,  and  limy  had  (wo  mud-built 
cabins,  which  (lie  use  ol  (lie  pitch-pine  (orehes 
for  lighting  had  smoked  hlaek  and  gave  the 
name  to  (he  town,  together  with  the  over-as- 
cending smoke  ol  the  brick-kilns.  In  177  1, 
Samuel  Martin  came  from  North  Britain  and 
settled  just  beyond  there,  at  the  lair-ground,  in 
the  house  owned  by  Mrs.  Shockley.  Martin  sold 
it  to  George  May,  who  sold  it,  July  30,  1703, 
to  Thomas  Wilson,  who  was  a son  of  Hugh 
Wilson,  of  the  “Irish  settlement,”  in  North- 
ampton County,  and  was  born  in  172-1,  in  Ire- 
land. According  to  the  tradition  among  his 
descendants,  he  was  about  twelve  years  old  when 
his  father  emigrated  from  Ireland.  He  mar- 
ried, in  1 7 <>0,  Elizabeth  Hayes,  a daughter  of 
John  Hayes  and  Jane  (Love)  Hayes;  the  latter 
emigrated  from  Londonderry,  Ireland,  and  after 
a short  stay  in  Chester  County,  removed  to  the 
1 rish  settlement. 

During  the  Devolution  Thomas  Wilson  was 
largely  engaged  in  supplying  the  Continental 
army  with  flour.  lie  was  paid  in  Continental 
money  and  suffered  heavily  by  its  depreciation. 
In  couscipionce,  he  sold  his  land  in  Allen  town- 
ship and  removed  to  Bullalo  Valley  in  171(2. 
lie  purchased  the  farm  mentioned  and  died 
February  2b,  17b!).  The  widow  and  children 
sold  the  place,  and  in  1803,  Mrs.  Wilson  and 
her  sons,  W illiam  and  Thomas,  removed  to 
Beaver  County,  Pa.,  w here  she  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 1812. 

Their  children  were  II ugh,  who  married  ( 'ath- 
arine  Irvine,  who  lived  and  died  outlie  Francis 
Wilson  farm;  Sarah  was  married  to  Richard 
.Fruit,  and  removed  to  Mercer  County  ; Eliza- 
beth married  James  Duncan,  merchant,  Aarons- 
burg,  afterwards  at  Spring  Mills;  William  and 
Thomas  live  in  Beaver;  Mary  married  Jon- 
athan Courtes,  Fsip,  ol  Beaver  Countv  ; James 
Wilson,  Fsip,  attorney-at-law  at  New  < )rleans  ; 
Margaret,  who  married  John  Thomas,  'who 


VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

also  moved  to  Beaver  County.  This  farm  was 
afterwards  purchased  by  Jacob  Musser.  Jacob 
M usser  was  I he  son  ol  Joseph  Muster,  ol  Kcllv; 
commissioned  a justice  of  the  peace  May  17, 
1 832,  and  October  22,  1837,  moved  to  Lewis- 
burgh.  I Ie  sold  to  M yors. 

David  Myers,  lather  of  David  Myers,  of 
Lew  isbiirgh,  was  killed  by  a kick  of  a horse 
January  30,  1833,  and  the  place  was  purchased 
by  James  M oore,  then  by  Joseph  Meixell, 
whose  daughter  now  owns  it. 

Beyond  that,  along  the  pike,  was  Widow 
Mary  Harris’,  mentioned  with  such  glee  in  his 
journal  by  Flavel  lloan,  of  the  evenings  spent 
there  and  the  social  hops.  She  came  there  in 
1794,  and  the  family  became  widely  related. 
One  of  its  members  was  William  L.  1 1 arris,  w ho 
took  a prominent  part  in  the  social  and  political 
associations  of  the  day,  was  a member  of  the 
House  in  1833,  and  was  one  of  the  representa- 
tive delegates,  with  Ephraim  Banks  and  John 
Cummins,  to  the  convention  of  1837,  in  which 
James  Merrill  and  William  Maclay  were  the 
Senatorial.  He  died  November  11,  1 8 10,  from 
the  effect  of  an  operation  performed  for  the  re- 
moval of  a tumor.  1 1 is  nephew,  William  L., 
still  lives  on  the  old  place,  rich  and  a bachelor. 
A daughter  of  the  Widow  Mary,  Elizabeth, 
married  Thomas  Howard,  February  9,  1797. 

Nicholas  Stroll  lived  on  Samuel  Dunkcl’s 
place  in  1778.  Mathias  Allspaeh  made  crocks 
there.  The  latter  killed  with  a poller’s  stick  a 
wolf  following  the  sheep  into  the  yard. 

The  road  between  Lewisburgh  and  Mortons- 
vi'llc  was  vacated  in  September,  1830,  and  the 
Turtle  Creek  road,  at  the  latter  place,  extended 
to  the  turnpike.  It  was  in  September,  1828, 
James  F.  Linn  surveyed  the  route  of  the  pres- 
ent turnpike,  and  located  it  December  22d, 
finishing  December  30th;  and  December  28, 
1829,  commissioners  appointed  by  the  court  re- 
turned it  completed.  This  did  away  with  the 
old  road.  March  I 2,  1 830,  Samuel  Reber  opened 
the  hotel  so  long  known  as  Beale’s,  and  lately  as 
the  “ Lochiel,”  w here  the  managers  of  the  turn- 
pike company  hold  their  annual  election,  on  the 
first  Monday  of  March,  and  where  William  L. 
Harris,  the  treasurer,  lately  carved  his  fortieth 
successive  turkey. 
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•‘.John  Brown,  father  of  Abraham,  Michael,  etc., 

■ aim:  to  the  valley  in  the  spring  of  1804,  from  Pine 
i irove  township,  Berks  ( Aunty.  lie  bought  the  An- 

■ 1 n • u Edge  wiiiTanlei;  (late  .Michael  and  Christian 
Brmvn,  (let/,  etc.)  of  Henry  Spyker,  for  £8  per  acre, 
f here  was  then  an  old  loo-  cabin  on  it,  in  which  Peter 
Spyker,  son  of  Henry,  lived.  Michael  Brown,  late 
couiilv  commissioner,  who  was  then  seven  years  old, 
stated  that  he  had  eight  children  when  he  came,— 
.1 1 ili n , who  went  to  Ohio*  Elizabeth,  married  to  Simon 
(,'lirist,  moved  to  Ohio  ; Christona,  married  to  Philip 
Frederick  ; Peter,  who  went  to  Ohio ; Abraham,  lately 
deceased;  William,  Christian,  .Michael  and  Jacob. 
Their  mother  died  in  180(1,  the  lather  in  1 888,  and  both 
are  buried  in  the  Dreisbach  grave-yard.  Me  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  served  in  the  Revolution,  was  in  the 
battle  of  Brandywine.  J 1 is  lather  came  from  tier- 
many.  The  neighbors  were  Lorentz  Barnhart,  who 
lived  where  Peter  Getz  lives;  Kreighbaum,  at  David 
3, 'brack's;  Ohi'i-topher  Weiscr  had  a fulling-mill 
where  Peter  Wolfe  now  lives;  Henry  Pocth,  father  of 
old  1 lenry,  late  of  Lcwisburgh,  was  the  sole  inhabitant 
of  Smoketown,  which  was  a part  of  Spyker’s  land, 
lie  made  there  all  the  brick  that  were  used  in  Lewis- 
burgh.  Ed  ward  .Morton  lived  where  A.  Erederick’s  barn 
now  is;  Bailey,  on  R.  Laird's  place;  John  Zellers, 
where  Samuel  lately  lived;  John  Aurand,  on  the  Au- 
rand  place,  now  owned  by  John  Zellers;  Christian 
(hindy  lived  where  John  W.  Brown  now  lives.  From 
Brown’s  to  Derrstown  only  ten  acres  were  cleared 
where  George  Wolfe  lately  lived.  The  road  com- 
menced at  Spyker’s  (now  Janies  S.  Marsh’s),  at  the 
river,  passed  through  pari  of  the  cemetery,  the  lane 
at  Chamberlin’s,  came  out  at  George  Wolfe’s,  passed 
through  Smoketown,  skirted  the  ridge  at  Ellis  Brown’s 
and  along  by  Morton’s  (Schrack’s  now),  crossed  the 
present  pike  above  Beale’s  tavern;  that,  with  the 
road  to  the  cross-roads  and  the  one  up  along  the  ri  ver, 
were  the  only  three  roads  he  recollected.” 

( 'Kristopher  Wciser  built  the  first  fulling-mill 
in  the  valley,  on  Turtle  Creek, on  what  was  lately 
Peter  Wolfe’s  place,  in  1 7 S ( J . lie  died  March 

.”>(),  iSli),  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  lhtniel 
Mover  succeeded  to  him,  running  the  mill. 

George  Wendell  Wolfe  came  to  this  locality 
very  early.  lie  was  a private  in  Captain 

George  Clarke’s  company,  Colonel  Potter’s 
regiment,  in  1770.  lie  bought  about  a thou- 
sand acres  on  Turtle  Creek,  extending  from 
Van  Gttndy’s  and  running  tip  to  Anrand’s.  lie 
had  seven  sons, — Michael,  Peter,  John,  Jacob, 
Christian,  .Leonard  and  Andrew.  lie  located 
Michael  on  the  lower,  or  east  end  ; next  Peter; 
then  John.  Jacob  got  the  homestead  (now 
Joel  Iiield’s),  originally  two  hundred  and  lil'ty 


acres.  Christian  became  a hatter  and  lived  on 
the  present  lot  of  .Jonathan  Wolfe,  in  Lowis- 
Imruli,  and  carried  on  that  business,  but  he  left 
and  moved  to  New  York  in  an  early  day. 
Leonard  married  a Dreisbach  and  moved  to 
( )hio  with  the  Dreisbach  and  Spyker  families. 
John  sold  his  farm  to  Michael  Smith,  now  oc- 
cupied 1))'  David  Smith.  He  was  married  to 
Aim  Aurand  and  moved  to  Sandusky,  Ohio. 
Michael  lived  and  died  on  his  place,  lately 
owned  by  his  son  Abram,  now  Hiram  Wolfe, 
r n 1 7 7 <S  Abraham  Mcnscli  lived  on  this  place. 
Ills  wife  died  in  the  valley  and  was  buried  at 
Jenkins’  Mill.  Deleft  with  the  “ runaway,” 
in  1770,  taking  with  him  his  boys,  Christian 
and  John,  and  one  horse,  lie  never  returned. 
He  married  again,  and  the  Lite  Lev.  J.  Nicholas 
Mcnsch  was  a son  by  the  second  wife,  the  lat- 
ter dying  at  Lcwisburgh  in  1854.  Peter  lived 
and  died  on  his  farm  in  1820;  afterwards  di- 
vided between  Peter  and  Leonard,  his  sons, 
mentioned  above  as  the  Christopher  Wciser 
place.  Jacob  lived  on  the  homestead  adjoining 
the  Hnhler  & Anrand  place,  and  died  in 
1832.  Andrew  purchased  the  farm  in  Buffalo 
now  owned  by  his  sons,  George  .J.  and  Martin. 
Jacob  left  six  children,-— Catherine,  married  to 
George  Machamer,  moved  to  Stark  County, 
Ohio;  Elizabeth,  married  to  Jonathan  Smith 
(both  now  dead);  Jacob,  John,  Samuel,  Jonathan. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  Catherine,  a 
daughter  of  John  Bashor,  who  lived  at  George 
T.  Miller’s  farm,  and  who  is  mentioned  in  the 
account  of  Kelly  township.  She  afterwards 
married  Jonathan  Reedy,  and  lived  at  the  farm 
now  owned  by  her  sun  Jonathan.  The  memory  of 
her  father’s  murder  was  never  ell-toed.  Long 
afterwards,  when  Indians  came  around  in  peace- 
ful shows,  she  would  become  uncontrollably  ex- 
cited. She  died  on  the  8th  of  October,  185(1, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-loiir. 

I n 1 7B2,  A he  I Rocs  living  at  Si  rohecker’s  died  ; 
and  Anna  M.  Smith  loft  in  her  will  thirty 
pounds  to  erect  a school-house  on  Turtle  Creek 
for  poor  children. 

Adam  Smith  was  a teamster  in  the  Revolution  and 
settled  upon  the  place  now  owned  hy  Jacob  Kuiikle, 
above  Henry  Mertz’s.  lie  died  there  and  was  buried 
at  the  Dreisbach  grave-yard.  His  sons  were  Adam, 
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(lem-gc1,  M irhiu'l  ii iii I John  a 111 1 n daughter,  married  to 
Mil-hull!  Maize,  nnollier  lo  Sicily  Toiielimaii.  Adam, 
Jr.,  moved  to  Beaver  township,  Snyder  (Jo mil  y . 1 1 is 

(h'scriidaiils  lire  uhoiil  Beaver  town  yet.  ( leorge  died 
in  Union  County,  John  at  Heaver  town,  and  Michael 
in  Union  County  in  1X-I1.  lie  had  a hlaeksniith- 
shop  above  llenry  Merl/.’s,  and  that  is  the  point,  so 
often  spoken  of  in  old  road-views.  Michael’s  chil- 
dren were  Michael,  who  moved  to  Michigan;  Man- 
ic], who  moved  to  ( )h  io';  I ien  j;i  in  i n , to  1 1 1 i nois  ; I >a  v id, 
now  (18l!!t)  living  near  the  old  place.  1 1 is  daughters 
married,  one  to  Jonas  Nyliart,  one  to  John  Widl'e, 
one  to  Uuvid  Oldt,  near  New  Berlin.  Mielniel  had 
three  wives:  first  was  a Bower,  of  i >ry  Valley  ; second, 
Susanna  Bartges, of  M ifllinhiirg  ; third,  Sophia  Biekle, 
whose  father,  llenry  Biekle,  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 
Michael  had  also  a son  Jonathan,  father  of  A.  W. 
Smith,  Esq.,  late  jury  commissioner,  who  died  in 
Hartley  township  in  1870. 

The  account  of  llenry  .Bickcl  is  in  Union 
township,  Fmcrick  family.  Christopher,  his 
eldest  sun,  took  the  place  in  17!)-,  at  forty 
shillings  per  acre.  lie  sold  it  to  John  Meyer, 
in  LSOtj,  who  sold  it  to  Iktniel  Nyliart,  who 
sold  it,  May  -1th,  to  Jacob  Mertz,  whose  son 
Henry,  married  to  an  Aurand,  lives  on  the 
| dace. 

East  l)t't  iai.o  Schools.- — The  first  election 
for  free  schools  took  jdaee  in  I Til,  and  was  re- 
jected by  a large  majority,  three  votes  for  it  and 
eighty-seven  against  it.  At  a subsequent  election 
it  encountered  much  opposition,  but  was  adopted 
by  a large  majority.  Directors  in  ]S3<S  were 
Jacob ( i i indy,  Robert  1 1 . Laird,  Samuel  II.  Lai  rd, 
Jacob  Mertz,  Philip  Frederick  and  John  Snook. 
Three  lots  were  deeded  to  them  and  school- 
lion.  ' e i ei  led  ii  pon  I hem.  ’I  wo  oilier  were 

lab  r Lnill,  he  I ween  I 8(J3  and  |X7J.  I hey 
were  replaced  bv  substantial  brick  houses. 

In  INS  ] the  schools  of  Last  Uulfalo  contained 
two  hundred  and  seven  pupils.  Seven  dis- 
tricts,— Linnville,  Pike,  Aurand,  Zeller’s,  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Jefferson,  Riverside. 

Tin-;  Evanollioai,  Association  in  tub 
Hi  ri’Ai.o  Y \ l , i . i:  Y. — Among  those  who  early 
became  lollowcrs  of  Jacob  Albright,  the  foun- 
der ol  the  religions  body  now  known  as  the 
Evangelical  Association,  was  Martin  I >reis- 
baeli’s  family,  at  whose  house  was  formed,  in 
I SOU,  the  first  class  of  that  faith  in  the  denomi- 
nation. It  is  probable  that  they  were  visited 
by  Jacob  Albright  himself  and  his  eo  da  borers, 


.John  Walter  and  (f  orgo  Miller,  who  were  the 
first,  preachers  of  the  new  sect.  From  that  time 
on  Evangelical  preachers  have  had  regular  ap- 
pointments in  the  valley,  and  at  I )rei,sbaoli’s 
w'ore  the  headquarters  of  those  zealous,  perse- 
cuted ministers.  In  ISOS  John  1 hvisbaeli  him- 
self began  to  expound  llie  Word,  and,  in  the 
course  of  a lews'  years,  became  one  of  the  most 
active  and  useful  members  of  the  new  body. 
That  year  he  and  Ccorge  Miller  served  what 
was  called  the  Northumberland  Circuit,  a scope 
of  country  not  defined  by  any  limits,  but  hav- 
ing the  valley  as  a radiating  centre.  In  ISO!) 
the  ministers  were  John  W alter  and  John  Erb; 
1810,  John  Drcisbach  and  I >.  Yearlitz;  1811, 
J.  Erb  and  L.  Zimmerman;  1812,  L.  Zimmer- 
man and  L.  Slimier.  This  year  the  Fifth  An- 
nual Conference  was  held  at  I Jreisbaeh’s,  April 
Lid  and  3d,  twelve  preachers  being  present,  who 
reported  seven  hundred  and  sixty-one  members . 
d'he  Conference  of  IS  13  was  held  at  the  same 
place,  April  21st  to  23d,  as  well  as  the  one  in 
1814.  ddie  latter  year  the  preachers  numbered 
thirteen  and  the  members  ten  hundred  and  six- 
teen. John  Drcisbach  was  elected  presiding 
elder  and  the  I'nion  Circuit  was  formed,  with 
Henry  Nickel  and  John  lx  lcinfelfer  as  preach- 
ers in  charge.  The  circuit  is  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  State,  but  the  territory  has  been  very 
much  reduced,  embracing  at  present  only  New 
I >c rl i 1 1 and  a low  other  appointments.  In  1815 
the  preachers  were  J.  Slambaugli  and  Jacob 
K leinfeller,  and  the  follow  ing  year  the  latter 
and  M . I Choir. 

from  October  I llli  lo  the  I 7 1 h , 1 .S  I ( I , was 
hold  (lie  First  (f-neral  Conference  of  the  associa- 
tion, at  the  house  of  Martin  Drcisbach,  which 
was  attended  by  (he  following  ministers  as 
chosen  delegates  : J.  Drcisbach,  II.  Niebcl,  John 
W alter,  L.  Zimmerman,  J.  Erb,  J.  Stambaeh, 
J.  K lcinfel ter,  S.  Miller,  J.  Deliolf,  D.  'Thomas, 
A.  Htlingvr  and  J.  Fruelli.  Yerv  important 
business  was  transacted,  among  the  chief 
being  the  .selection  o(  the  present  name,  to  dis- 
tinguish this  seel,  which  up  lo  this  time  was 
called  Albright  Methodists  or  Albright’s  peo- 
ple, after  the  founder  of  the  denomination.  The 
hymn-book  composed  by  J.  Drcisbach  and  11. 
Nicbel  was  approved,  and  one  thousand  live 
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1 1 1 1 1 ii I r< ■< | copies  on liT(!i I in  In:  prin i c< I uii  1 1 u • new 
press  whii’li  Inul  been  set  up  in  New  Berlin,  anil 
which  hail  ln:en  purchased  by  John  Drci.sbach 
|i,r  I lie  use  of  the  denomination.  This  small 
press  was  the  foundation  of'  the  extensive  pub- 
lishing house  of  the  association,  now  main- 
tained in  the  city  of  (’leveland,  Ohio.  The 
ai'licles  of  faith  were  also  revised  and  ordered 
printed.  The  members  of  the  ( 'onlerenee  sepa- 
rated  to  hold  their  next  ipaidrennial  meeting'  in 
a church,  for  up  to  this  time  no  distinct  house 
uf  worship  was  yet  owned  by  the  association. 
A church  was  erected  at  New  Berlin,  which 
was  consecrated  March  2,  ISO,  its  the  iirst 
ill u tell  of  the  association,  and  that  village 
thenceforth  became  the  seat  of  many  ecclesiastical 
meetings.  In  it  was  held  the  Tenth  Annual  ( on- 
ference,  from  June  2 to  7,  1 SI  7,  w hen  B.  Ettin- 
gvr  was  assigned  to  Union  Circuit.  After  that 
period  the  following  were  the  appointees  : 

ISIS. — ,).  Stamm  and  51.  Delmlf. 

1S1 ; ) . — ] | . I lassler  and  .J.  bridenstein. 

1820.  — A.  K leint’elter  and  (t.  Jam/.. 

1821.  — J.  Seybert and  Bred.  Blaster. 

1822.  — ,T.  barber  and  .1.  EisenbergeV. 

1823.  — .7.  breidenstcin,  .1.  Bov  and  A.  becker. 

1824.  — ]’.  Wagner,  U.  Kringand  B.  buck. 

1825.  — ,).  W.  .Miller  and  (i.  Ileieli. 

182ti. — ,).  C.  Beisner. 

1827.  — U.  Euinger  and  b.  Mottingcr. 

1828.  — F.  1 tollman  and  (1.  Endors. 

182b. — J.  barber  and  .1.  (4.  Xinser. 

Js.'io. — G.  Schneider  and  S.  Tobins. 

1881.  — ,J.  51.  Saylor  and  W.  Wagner. 

1882.  — S.  G.  Miller  and  C.  Messer. 

1888. — J.  0.  beisner  and  F.  Jlollnian. 

1884.— J.  Young  and  1).  berger. 

183”). — J.  Sense!  and  .1.  Boorman. 

188(i. — 1).  berger  and  0.  Hull. 

( )n  the  1st  of  March,  I S3!),  another  important 
event  in  the  history  of  the  association  took  place 
in  the  Bulfalo  Valley.  On  that  day  was  or- 
ganized the  Jlome  and  Eoreign  M issionary  So- 
eiety,  at  the  house  of  J.  S.  Dunkel,  which  has 
heen  the  instrument  in  placing  the  gospel  hid'ore 
thousands  of  people  in  the  West  and  foreign 
lands.  It  had  as  its  Iirst  ollicers, — 

1 'rcsidenl , .1  (dm  Seybert;  Secretary,  S.  G.  Miller; 
Treasurer,  .lolin  S.  Dunlod;  Managers,  ( Diaries  llam- 
ncr,  I ’ll  i li  p Sell  m ii  It , I > r.  I.  Ilniggcr,  Martin  I).  Ileed, 
Philip  Wagner,  Isaac  B.ycr,  Herniat'd  Gerhart,  llenry 
TImmas,  .lolm  ICaullinan,  Martin  1 )reisbaeli,  Jolm 
Boland,  M.  F.  Maize,  .John  Mai/.e,  Sebastian  Mosscr. 


flic  increase  of  tncnihcrsliip  was  so  rapid  and 
the  demand  for  preachers  so  urgent  that  the 
Union  Circuit  was  divided,  and  the  Buflalo 
Circuit  formed  of  the  charges  in  the  valley  and 
northward,  while  the  territory  of  the  Union 
Circuit  extended  southward  and  westward.  The 
appointees  on  the  Bulfalo  Circuit  to  the  present 
were, — 

18-17-18. • — James  barber  and  Jolm  At.  Sindlinger. 

1 84!).— B.  Kohr  and  benjamin  Ilcngst. 

1850. — 13.  Kolir  and  Andrew  Staley. 

1851-52. — J.  M.  Young  and  Jacob  Young. 

187)8. — llenry  Kcgle  and  George,  Jluuter. 

1874. — llenry  Keglo  and  J.  Blair. 

I87>7>. — b.  B.  Ball  and  N.  Doebler. 

1 87)(i. — b.  I1'.  Hall  and  It.  brodbeek. 

1857.  — J.  C.  Farnsworth  and  S.  Smith. 

1858.  — J.  C.  Farnsworth  and  M.  Waller. 

185!). — A.  Longsdorf  and  S.  E.  Bavis. 

1 81  iO.  — A . J jongsdmT  and  J . M . Met  law. 

18(1). — J.  J larl/.ler  and  S.  T.  buck. 

I sil2. — S.  T.  buck  and  II.  A.  Beitricli. 

18)18. — 11.  A.  Deitrieh  and  F.  Kurtz. 

18111. — S W.  Seibert  and  B.  (J.  1 tollman. 

18)15. — M.  W.  Harris  and  J.  (!.  M.  Swcngle. 

18)1)1. — 51.  W.  Harris  and  W.  E.  J>eL\vciler. 

18(i7-()8. — S.  J).  bennington  and  W.  b.  Thomas. 

18(11). — H.  W.  buck  and  C.  11.  Gramiey. 

1870. —  11.  W.  buck  and  11.  Conrad. 

1871.  — II.  Conrad  and  W.  baidabaiigli. 

1872.  — E.  Kolir  and  J j.  K.  Harris. 

1878. — 13.  Kolir  and  L.  Mathias. 

1874—75. — G.  limiter  and  1*.  B.  .Tarrott. 

187(1-78. — 51.  Sloat. 

1 870-80. — X.  1 lornberger. 

1881-83. — 1).  B.  Kline. 

1884-Si). — 1.  51.  Bines. 

In  1 88G  the  circuit  embraced  but  four  ap- 
pointments, namely:  Salem  and  Ebene/.er,  in 
East  Bulfalo,  and  Emanuel  and  Cowan,  in 
Bulfalo  township. 

The  Salem  Church  was  begun  in  January, 
1841),  and  dedicated  the  following  January. 
It  is  a plain  brick  house,  without  belfry,  and 
stands  in  need  of  repairs.  Among  those  who 
w'ere  instrumental  in  building  it  were  John 
Dunkel,  Cyrus  Brown,  John  Zellers,  John  Bo- 
land and  Abraham  Aurand,  most  of  them  serv- 
ing as  a building  committee.  The  trustees  in 
ISSf)  were  .loll 1 1 C.  Dunkel,  Mathias  Noll,  N. 
Mauser,  Marlin  Dunkel  and  A.  M.  Earley. 
The  congregation  has  fifty-live  members. 

The  El>enc~cr  Church  is  also  in  East  llullhlo, 
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and  was  laiilt  in  1873,  under  the  pastorate 
of  1 { c v . 10.  Ivoh  r,  oil  (lie  land  of  Jacob  Maehe- 
nier.  'Die  building  is  a small  frame,  and  (lie 
congregation  has  never  been  strong,  Iml  has 
latch-  had  an  encouraging  increase,  which  has 
aided  in  putting  iho  society  on  a more  perma- 
nent looting. 

The  I.'iiki u nr/  ('luirr/i  is  located  at  Union, 
in  Pulfalo  township,  from  which  circum- 
stance it  is  sometimes  called  the  Union 
Church.  It  was  built  in  1 Soil,  and  dedicated 
on  the  1th  of  December  of  that  year, 
when  the  following  were  chosen  trustees  : 
Peter  S.  Stahl,  John  Hartman,  David  llerbst, 
Elias  Kling  and  Jacob  Ziebach.  It  is  a frame 
building,  and  was  repaired  in  1884.  There  are 
about  one  hundred  members,  whose  services  are 
exclusively  English.  The  trustees  in  188(1 

were  M.  Rank,  10.  M.  Kling,  A.  W . Earlier, 
Jacob  Duck  and  J.  C.  Lucas. 

The  Conan  Church  was  built  a few  years 
ago,  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Jlev.  I >.  P. 
Kline,  and  is  a new  frame  building,  thirty-six 
by  fifty  feet.  The  membership  at  this  place  is 
small,  as  the  congregation  was  so  recently  or- 
ganized. 

The  flourishing  church  at  Lcwisburgh  is  a 

O O 

recent  offspring  of  this  circuit,  and  as  many  of 
the  former  members  were  located  at  that  place, 
their  early  religious  history  is  essentially  the 
same  as  that  of  the  old  Puflalo  charge. 


C I r A P T E R y 1 1 1 . 

UNION  TOWNSHIP.' 

The  formation  of  the  present  township  of 
Union,  and  its  various  transmutations,  have  been 
given  in  the  general  history  of  the  territorial  for- 
mation of  the  county.  Its  present  boundaries 
may  be  staled  generally:  On  the  east  by  (lie 

river,  on  the  south  by  a line  following  the  stage- 
road  from  Uliie  Mill  to  the  lime-kiln  of  llenry 
IMowrer  ; the  western  line  runs  from  that  point 
due  north  until  it  intersects  the  divi-ion  line  of 
Union  and  Ihdfalo,  then  follows  the  top  of  the 


mountain  east  until  it  strikes  the  river  a little 
south  of  Jenkins’  mill,  at  the  mouth  of  Turtle 
( freek. 

Long  back  of  us,  a century  and  more,  while 
the  line  of  Cumberland  County  ran  from  the 
blaclc  oak  at  Jletriek’s  store,  in  Snyder  County, 
across  bv  Meuseh’s  farm,  through  the  valley  to 
Malone’s,  on  the  I Said  Eagle,  along  the  line  of 
the  Indian  purchase  of  I 77)4,  as  it  was  then 
understood,  John  Ece  had  built  his  cabin  near 
the  spring  by  the  stone  barn  at  Winfield,  and 
cleared  his  field  around  it, — the  earliest  clearing 
of  the  valley.  James  Wilson  laid  the  Craig 
survey,  on  the  1th  of  October,  17(59,  around  it; 
for  when,  the  next  March  2d,  1770,  he  surveys 
the  Ueorge  Palmer,  embracing  W infield,  lie 
speaks  of  commencing  at  Lee’s  spring  and  run- 
ning to  an  ash  on  the  river,  and  thence,  by  the 
back  side  of  Lee’s  fields,  to  the  river.  This  ex- 
plains the  corner  left  out  of  the  Craig  survey 
below,  and  shows  that  Lee  had  cleared  the 
fields  where  'Thomas  l’tirsel  now  lives,  and  its 
exact  locality  is  thus  defined.  Then  the  sur- 
veyor laid  out  a tract  stretching  from  Dry  Pun 
beyond  Turtle  Creek,  along  the  bank  of  the 
river,— the  Thomas  Lowry, — and  the  same  day, 
August  3,  1 70,  another  skipped  up  Dry  Pun 
a little  and  laid  out  the  James.  Shcddon  tract, 
reaching  as  far  as  Abraham  liver’s.  Xext  down 
below  the  spring,  on  the  4th  of  October,  is  laid 
the  Alexander  Craig,  of  three  hundred  acres, 
and  immediately  below  it,  along  the  river,  the 
Andrew  Culbertson,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  acres,  and  away  out  in  the  forest,  where 
the  road  comes  by  way  of  Chapped  Hollow, 

W illiam  Maelav,  on  the  4th  of  December, 
surveyed  a tract  of  three  hundred  and  four  acres 
for  Joseph  Simpson,  (now  Michael  Fought), 
marked  vacant  all  around  on  his  draft,  except 
that  on  one  side  it  calls  for  a big  hill,  and  the 
day  before  Christmas  the  John  (iallowav  was 
laid  on  1 fine  Mill. 

The  James  Cochran,  December  20,  17(>9,  fob  j 
lows  Dry  Pun  farther  up  the  main  stream.  J 
and  then,  March  23,  1770,  James  W ilson  laid 
out  the  Ueorge  Palmer,  for  Lee,  which  lakes  in 
the  spring,  and  w inds  in  and  out  cast  and  south 
of  t lie  Shcddon  and  north  of  the  Crain-,  awav 

r^i  . • 

up  along  one  branch  of  Dry  Pun;  and  the 
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Jodiim  Me  A lice  w : is  laid  on  I his  side1  of  1 1 1 1 1<‘ 
I (ill ; the  A braliam  Fverly  between  t lit;  Slicd- 
i li in  and  Simpson,  and  surveyed  in  1772. 

On  (lie  ldl.li  of  Mav,  1772,  Wilson  made  (lie 
leadin';  survey  in  I lie  lower  end  for  Daniel  lines, 
m*  many  years  owned  by  Joseph  Fearer,  and 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Joseph  Shaun,  and 
right  east,  of  ( he  Kcreher  A Slump.  In  eonse- 
• |i  inure  of  the  suit  bet  wee  n I >onhani  and  G ibbons, 
ivierred  to  in  Fmcrick’s  story,  the  lines  were 
often  run  and  are  well  marked.  In  I i is  original 
lifld-notes  Wilson  says:  “The  land  is  situated 
about  two  miles  from  John  Lee’s,  on  both  sides 
of  the  path  that  leads  to  Treaster’s,”  at  the 
mouth  of  Tusearora  Creek,  a mile  above  New 
Merlin. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1770,  Wilson  surveyed 
the  Thomas  Sutherland  tract,  just  south  of  Ku ti- 
lde’s, which  lie  notes  that  “Robert  King 
bought,”  thus  indicating  where  the  first  consta- 
ble of  Mull'alo  township  lived.  To  this  Robert 
King,  Thomas  and  Richard  Penn,  by  letters- 
patent,  granted  the  privilege  of  keeping  a ferry 
across  the  Susquehanna,  at  Sunbury.  lie  sold 
this  to  Adam  lleverling  the  next  year,  Novem- 
ber 30,  1 1 73. 

James  Young  settled  on  the  place  now  owned 
I iv  David  dross  in  the  year  1774.  Isaac 
Hanna,  a gunsmith  from  Lancaster,  paid,  in 
1780,  t GOO  for  three  hundred  and  nine  acres. 
Mav  (i,  1 7 7 T» , John  .Forsyth,  deputy  for  William 
Met 'lav,  surveyed  the  Jacob  Haines,  just  below 
the  Craig,  and  on  the  12th  of  July  Nehemiah 
Mreese,  of  Sunbury,  surveyed  the  John  Sneagon 
tract,  next  north  of  the  Simpson,  now  Chap- 
pel’s  Hollow,  then  called  llaverly’s  dap. 
Mower  tabled  his  notes  (he  died  not  long 
after)  and  made  the  return  of  survey — made 
the  North  20°  west  line  from  the  pine  one 
hundred  perches,  instead  of  sixty,  to  chest- 
nut, which  produced  a dispute  afterward  be- 
tween Abraham  Ever  and  John  Drown.  The 
Ludwig  Kereher  is  surveyed  27th  April,  I77f>, 
on  warrant  dated  October  2d,  1774.  Conrad 
Simp  has  a warrant  laid  south  of  this  dated  Oc- 
tober 2 I,  177  1,  surveyed  November  8,  177  1, 
which  interferes,  and  settles  on  part  in  October, 
1775,  cleared  three  or  four  rods,  felled  some 
trees,  planted  some  apple  seeds  and  raised  a 


; cabin  four  logs  high.  The  part  outside  of  the 
interference  was  patented  to  Peter  llrousoand 
by  him  sold  to  Abram  Lyer,  April  14,  1817. 

Oeorge  Ovormoier,  John  Reariek,  Christian 
j Shively  and  Michael  Kochi  were  brol hers-in- 
law.  Ovcrmcicr  settled  near  where  Philip 
Secbold  lives,  near  New  Berlin  ; Shively  at  the 
mouth  of  White  Spring  Run;  Rearick  near 
W’ehr’s  tavern  ; Foci  it  in  Dry  Valley,  on  the 
Simpson.  Philip  Secbold  is  a grandson  of  ( )ver- 
meier.  lie  often  heard  Mrs.  Fought  tell  of  the 
raid  of  the  Indians  in  1778,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  most  touching  incidents  ever  related  as 
happening, — 

She  said  they  were  threshing  flax  on  their  place, 
where  the  road  through  Chappel’s  Hollow  comes  out 
into  Dry  Valley,  when  the  Indians  came  upon  them 
suddenly.  Her  baby  was  near  her,  and  she  picked  it 
up  and  . in.  Another  child,  that  could  just  run  about, 
was  back  of  their  little  barn.  She  heard  it  call,  ‘0 
mother,  take  me  along,  too.”  She  looked  around  and 
the  Indians  were  close  upon  her.  She  ran  the  whole 
way — two  miles — to  Penn’s  Creek,  to  a house  where 
the  neighbors  had  gathered.  She  never  heard  of 
her  child  again  ; but  as  there  was  no  indica- 
tion that  it  was  killed,  she  hoped  for  its  return  some 
day.  At  night,  and  in  the  quiet  hours  of  the  day,  the 
last  words  of  her  child,  “0  mother,  take  me  along, 
too,”  she  said,  rang  in  her  ears  long  years  after. 

She  said  the  house  they  took  refuge  in  was  sur- 
rounded by  the  Indians.  They  suffered  from  thirst, 

and  a man  named  Peter said  he  would  have 

water,  if  he  died  for  it.  They  allowed  him  to  go  out, 
and  as  lie  turned  the  corner  of  the  house  a rifle 
cracked,  and  he  fell  dead.  The  next  day  the  Indians 
withdrew,  and  they  embarked  in  canoes,  and  went 
down  Penn’s  Creek.  On  the  Isle  of  Quo,  she  said, 
she  went  into  a house  and  found  no  one  about.  A 
baby  sat  propped  up  in  a cradle.  On  close  inspection 
she  found  it  was  dead,  and  the  marks  of  the  tomahawk. 

David  Emerick,  who  came  up  from  Dauphin 
County,  settled  in  Sliamokin  County,  first  where 
the  road  comes  up  to  meet  the  river  road,  where 
Widow  Brown’s  tavern  used  to  be,  or  near  it, 
called  Gibbon’s  place,  before  the  Revolutionary 
War,  in  177.3,  where  he  built  a house,  cleared 
ten  acres  of  land  and  planted  apple  trees.  He 
sold  this  place  by  deed  dated  21st  of  June,  1780, 
to  Daniel  Rees.  On  the  loth  of  November, 


two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  for  L'2(J2d.  This 
! is  the  first  farm  to  the  left  as  you  turn  east  to 
| go  toward  the  river  from  the  Chappel  Hollow 
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road,  on  the  farm  of  P.  Scchold.  I lore  lie 
cleared  a piece  of  land,  built  a cabin  and  was 
residing  in  April,  1 7 S 1 . Henry  Mickle,  who 
lived  on  I his  side  of  I he  mountain,  where  Henry  j 
Alert/  lately  lived,  had  gone  over  there  that 
morning  to  help  roll  logs  at  the  clearing.  'The 
Indians  came  down  upon  them,  shot  Pickle, 
and,  plundering  Emcrick’s  house,  carried  him 
and  his  family  away  prisoners.  They  loaded 
Emcriek  with  the  plunder,  and  after  proceeding 
a little  way,  he  sat-  down  on  a log  and  refused 
to  go  farther.  They  plunged  a tomahawk  into 
his  head  and  left  him  dead.  The  baby  they 
impaled  on  the  sharpened  end  of  a sapling,  and 
let  it  tly  into  the  air.  'They  were  taken  to 
Canada,  one  of  the  daughters  dying  on  the  way 
from  excessive  bleeding  at  the  nose.  One  of 
the  daughters  was  in  Dauphin  County  at 
the  time.  The  widow  and  daughter  captured 
married  into  the  tribe  of  their  captors — Cathe- 
rine, the  widow,  to  Archibald  Thompson;  Mar- 
garet the  daughter  to  dames  Thompson,  of.Stam- 
ford,  in  the  district  of  N iagara,  province  of  l Ipper 
Canada.  The  other  daughter,  Catherine,  mar- 
ried dames  Pander.  Many  years  afterward 
Airs.  Emcriek  and  her  Indian  husband  and  her 
daughter  came  back  to  Henry  Afyers’,  near 
Harrisburg,  to  draw  money  from  her  grand- 
father’s estate  there,  and  receive  their  share  of 
the  murdered  man’s  estate.  'They  were  infatu- 
ated with  their  life,  and  Airs.  Emerick  endeav- 
ored to  persuade  some  of  her  female  relatives  to 
go  oil' with  her  from  here,  They  came  in  grand 
style,  on  horseback,  decorated  with  all  the  tin- 
sel of  Indian  dress.  There  are  on  record,  at 
Sunbury,  a letter  of  attorney,  dated  January  12, 
ISOA  (M.  old),  from  Archibald  Thompson  to 
James  Thompson,  authorizing  him  to  collect  the 
estate  of  David  Emerick,  and  from  the  heirs 
and  executors  of  < -on rad  Sharp,  of  Perks  Coun- 
ty, and  a letter  of  attorney  from  James  Thomp- 
son to  Ceoi'ge  Schoeh  to  convey  their  interest  in 
the  tract  of  land  adjoining  Dossier,  Hugh  Pent/, 
George  Olds  and  -James  Jenkins,  containing  one 
hundred  and  scvenly-one  acres,  “ which  they 
hold  as  tenant  in  common  with  John  Pickle,” 
and  recited  to  be  convoyed  by  Andrew  Glen 
and  wife.  This  is  the  AY  illiam  Glen,  and  is  the 
tract  north  of  Wm.  I Icssler  or  John  kunkle’s. 


On  (lie  9th  of  August,  178b,  John  Annual  is  ap- 
pointed guardian  of  Margaret  and  ( at licrinc  Emerick, 
children  of  David  Emerick,  deceased.  finally 
there  is  a release  recorded  at.  Lewisburgh, 
(kited  the  2lilli  ul  September,  IXHj,  from  Janus 
Thompson  to  George  Sehoeh,  which  recites  that 
David  Emcriek  left  a widow,  named  Catherine,  and 
two  daughters,  Margaret,  intermarried  with  James 
Thompson,  and  the  other  intermarried  with  George 
Dander,  and  lie,  Thompson,  releases  his  wife’s  share 
of  David  Erneriek’s  estate,  amounting  to  $510.75. 

In  1825,  Bonham’s  heirs  brought  an  ejectment 
against  William  Gibbons  for  a tract  of  land  in  the 
warrantee  name  of  David  Emerick,  and,  to  sustain 
their  title,  gave  in  evidence  it  deed,  dated  t lie  21st  of 
J line,  1780,  from  David  Emerick  to  Daniel  Kee.se, 
under  whom  Bonham  claimed  The  defense  stihpn'int- 
edall  the  old  settlers  in  the  country  to  prove  that 
David  Emcriek  was  killed  in  1778or  177‘J,  from  which 
the  lawyers  argued  the  deed  a forgery,  though  it 
purported  to  he  acknowledged  before  Christopher 
Gettig,  Esquire.  Among  others  was  Michael  Smith. 

I re  said  “ I was  living  in  the  place  where  I am  now 
living  (18110)  (hiring  the  Revolutionary  War.  There 
was  a massacre  hv  the  Indians  in  Dry  Valley.  Henry 
Bielclc  was  killed  ; the  only  one,  as  far  as  we  know. 
David  Emerick  and  his  family  were  taken  prisoners 
on  the  same  day.  His  woman  came  in  afterward, 
and  said  Emerick  was  killed  on  the  road.  David 
Emerick  never  appeared  again.  It  was  three  years 
afterward  when  his  wife  returned.  She  was  afterward 
married  to  Thompson,  in  New  York.  Ilickle’s  wile 
had  a son  about  lour  months  after  his  murder.  His 
name  is  Ilenry  Bickle.  I saw  Henry  Biekle  alter  lie 
was  murdered.  My  father  lived  about  two  miles  from 
Biekle  tit  that  time.  My  wile’s  mother  and  Emcriek  V 
wife’s  mother  were  sisters.  I saw  Thompson  after  he 
was  married  to  Airs.  Emerick. 

“ Lee’s  massacre  was  about  a year  after  Etnerick’s. 
It  was  in  Dry  Valley,  and  about  the  time  of  the  gen- 
eral runaway.  1 saw  Lee’s  family  all  lying  scalped. 
Emerick  has  some  children.  I never  saw  any  of  them. 
There  was  one  of  the  girls  down  below  at  the  time, 
who  was  at  my  house  about  a year  ago.  Emerick 
lived  near  the  hill,  not  far  front  Hummel’s  tavern,  in 
Dry  Valley.  Emcrick’s  children  were  all  taken,  e.\- 
ceptthoonc.  I saw  Lee  killed  in  the  house.  They 
had  their  heads  all  scalped,  and  were  laid  on  a bundle 
of  straw.”  Jacob  Bower,  of  Union  township,  stated 
that  he  knew  David  Emerick.  lie  was  taken  by  the 
Indians.  “They  killed  him  on  the  hill,  and  we  lied 
to  Eec’s,  and  lived  there  until  after  hay-makimn 
Lee  was  after  the  Indians  when  Trinklc  and  Eaught 
were  killed.  Lee  was  killed  by  the  Indians  after- 
wards. Emerick  was  not  taken  prisoner  the  same 
summer  Lee  was  killed,  but  the  year  we  lived  at 
Lee’s.” 

Henry  Biekle,  sworn  : “Was  born  in  1778.  I have 
been  always  told  I was  horn  about  four  months  after 
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my  lather  was  killed.  I saw  Hmonck’s  wile.  -My 
mother  lives  twenty  miles  from  here.  Mrs.  Emerick 
r':[\'e  me  a pen-knife  when  she  was  in.  My  mother  is 
eighty-live  the  7 1 1 1 of  next  September.  I was  born  in 
.1  uly,  and  my  father  was  killed  in  April,  as  I have 
always  been  told.  Emericks  wife  and  my  mother 
were  sisters.  My  mother  was  married  to  old  George 
Sehocli,  who  is  dead.” 

hel’endants  called  Philip  iloyens,  who  swore  he 
knew  David  Emerick  and  I Ienry  Bickle.  “Emerick 
lirst  lived  on  the  Gibbons  place,  lie  made  an  im- 
provement, built  a bouse  and  cleared  about  ten  acres, 
liieklc  and  limerick  were  killed  by  the  Indians.  I 
think  they  took  Emeriek  away.  Emerick  moved  to 
this  place  of  Gibbons’  before  the  war.  It  was  two 
miles  from  Northumberland.” 

An  examination  of  the  assessment  books  in  the 
commissioner’s  ollieo  would  have  shown  that  John 
Lee  was  assessor  on  the  27th  of  March,  1782,  where- 
fore, according  to  the  testimony  of  all  the  witnesses, 
the  liieklc  and  Emerick  massacre  must  have  been  in 
1781. 

The  deed  from  (lien  and  wife  to  Emeriek  showed 
thill  Emerick  was  alive  on  the  loth  of  November, 

1 77U,  wh  i le  Sin  it  b and  Hi ckle’s  test  i inony  would  make 
out  that  he  was. killed  in  1778  or  1771).  The  assess- 
ment books  show  that  Emerick  and  Bickle  were  both 
alive  on  1st  of  November,  1780,  and  in  the  one  made 

i ... 

by  John  Lee  himself,  in  March,  1782,  for  the  year 
1781,  Bickle’s  property  is  assessed  to  bis  widow,  and 
the  name  and  family  of  Emeriek  disappear  forever 
from  the  assessment  lists  after  1781. 

! Hummers  tavern,  in  Dry  Valley,  was  at  the  inter- 

section of  the  roads  at  Adam  Miller’s,  beyond  Samuel 
1 1 n iso’s. 

Henry  Dickie,  who  was  killed  when  Emerick’s 
family  was  captured,  left  the  following  family  : Chris- 
topher, the  eldest,  who  took  the  farm  in  171)2,  at  forty 
shillings  per  acre;  Maria  C.,  married  to  Benjamin 
Stroll ; Elizabeth  afterwards  married  Jacob  Kamerlin  ; 
Henry,  as  slated.  The  widow,  Esther  Regina,  mar- 
ried George  Sclioch.  Christopher  sold  it  to  John 
Meyer  in  180G,  who  sold  to  Daniel  Nyhart,  who  sold, 
4th  May,  1822,  to  Jacob  Mertz,  whose  son,  Henry,  re- 
sides at  the  old  place. 

Michael  Smith,  in  his  testimony,  said  : “ Lee 
was  after  the  Indians  when  Trinkle  and  Fauglit 
were  killed.” 

On  page  20  I of  Linn’s  “A  nnals”  casual  refer- 
ence is  made  to  (lie  killing,'  of  the  Trinities  and 
Faugh t;  no  tract;  n(  the  history  of  this  maraud 

iwas  then  accessible,  d ime  has  thrown  more 
light  on  the  transaction.  We  quote  from  a 
letter  in  Oswald's  (.iazcllccr  (Philadelphia)  of 
May  2o,  1782.  The  letter  is  dated  Sunlmrv, 
Mav  13,  1782. 


“The  savages  commenced  their  scalping  again  in 
the  beginning  of  this  month,  and  in  a few  days  killed 
several  of  our  inhabitants  and  pom-  helpless  women 
and  children  in  different  parts.  The  wife  of  one 
Trinkle,  near  Penn’s  Creek,  endeavored  to  escape  with 
an  infant  in  her  arms  ; blit  so  close  was  the  pursuit 
she  dropped  the  child,  hut  was  overtaken  and  toma- 
hawked. The  little  child  was  scalped,  and  having 
some  small  remains  of  life,  made  its  way  to  its 
mother  and  was  afterwards  found  expiring  on  her 
breast.  The  party  has  since  tied,  having  taken  a num- 
ber of  people  with  them.” 

The  name  of  Charles  Trinkle  appears  upon 
the  assessments  of  Bullalo  township  from  1781  — 
87.  Ivov.  John  William  Ileim,  pastor  of  Lu- 
theran Churches  around  Milllintown,  Pa.,  in 
1814,  married  Catherine  Drenkel,  daughter  of 
the  murdered  woman.  The  family  account  is: 

I Ier  father  resided  on  Penn’s  Creek ; the  Indians 
came  upon  the  family  while  Mr.  Drenkel  was 
in  the  field  at  work  ; he  hastened  to  their  res- 
cue. Though  he  saved  the  life  of  Catherine, 
the  wife,  a little  brother  and  the  babe  in  the 
cradle  were  cruelly  murdered.  The  mother  was 
scalped  and  she  was  afterwards  buried  with  the 
children  on  the  banks  of  the  creek.  Lee  him- 
self was  soon  to  sutler. 

Major  Lee  and  Others  K idled  by  the 
Indians. — The  attack  on  John  Lee  was  made 
in  August.  A party  of  Indians,  supposed  to 
he  sixty  or  seventy  in  number,  killed  Mr.  Lee 
and  family,  a few  miles  above  Sun  bury.  Me- 
ginness,  in  his  narration  of  this  event,  says, — 

“It  was  a summer  evening,  and  his  family  were 
at  supper.  A young  woman  named  Katy  Stoner 
escaped  up-stairs,  and  concealed  herself  behind  the 
chimney.  Lee  was  tomahawked  and  scalped,  and 
a man  named  John  Walker  shared  the  same  late. 
A Mrs.  Boatman  and  daughter  were  also  killed. 
Mrs.  Lee,  with  a small  child  and  a hoy  named 
Thomas,  were  led  away  captives.  They  took  the 
path  up  the  valley,  crossing  White  Deer  Mountain 
and  then  the  river.  One  of  Lee’s  sons,  Robert,  re- 
turning about  the  time,  saw  the  Indians  leaving, 
lie  lied  to  Northumberland,  and  gave  the  alarm.  A 
party  was  organized  by  Colonel  Hunter,  and  started 
in  pursuit.  Henry  McHenry,  father  of  A.  II.  Mc- 
Henry, of  Jersey  .Shore,  was  in  this  party,  and  gave 
an  account  of  it  to  his  son.  In  crossing  the  moun- 
tains, Mrs,  Lee  was  bitten  by  a rattlesnake,  and 
her  leg  became  so  very  much  swollen  she  traveled 
with  great  dillieulty.  The  Indians,  finding  them- 
selves pursued,  urged  her  on  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
J hut  her  strength  lailed  her.  When  near  the  mouth 
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of  | 1 j 1 1 ( : Kim,  four  miles  In-low  .lersey  Shore,  she 
ir-nvo  out.  iind  sal  down.  All  Indian  sli|»|ied  ii|>  he- 
hi ml  her,  jdnced  the  muzzle  of  his  rille  to  her  ear, 
and  blew  oil' the  whole  upper  portion  of  her  head. 
One  of  them  seized  her  little  ehild  by  the  heel 
and  dashed  it  against  a tree.  They  then  fled,  cross- 
ing the  river  at  Smith’s  fording,  and  ran  up  Nippo- 
nese bottom.  When  Colonel  Hunter  came  up  with 
his  men  (he  body  id  All's.  Lee  was  yet  warm, 
and  the  ehild,  but  little  injured,  was  moaning  pite- 
ously. Near  Antes’  Gap  the  Indians  separated,  and 
ran  up  both  sides  of  the  mountain,  and  the  party 
gave  up  the  chase,  as  they  were  nearly  exhausted. 
They  came  back  and  buried  Mrs.  Lee  where  she  died, 
and  brought  the.  child  back.  They  dug  a hole  along- 
side of  Walker’s  body  and  rolled  him  in.  Mrs. 
Boatman’s  daughter  survived  and  lived  many  years 
afterwards.  Young  Thomas  Lee  was  not  recovered 
for  many  years  afterwards.  His  brother  made  ar- 
rangements with  the  Indians  to  bring  him  to  Tioga 
Point  (Athens  now),  where  he  was  delivered  to  his 
friends.  Such  was  his  love  of  Indian  life,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  tie  him  and  place  him  into  a canoe 
to  bring  him  homo.  When  near  Wilkesbarre  they 
untied  him,  but  as  soon  as  the  canoe  touched  the 
shore  he  was  .out  and  off  like  a deer.  They  caught 
him,  however,  and,  on  arriving  at  Northumberland,  lie 
evinced  all  the  sullenness  of  a captive.  Boys  and 
girls  played  about  him  for  several  days  before  he 
showed  any  disposition  to  join  them.  At  hist  he 
began  to  inquire  the  names  of  tilings.  By  degrees  he 
became  civilized,  and  obtained  a good  education.” 

The  same  L razcHecr  before  quoted,  of  Sep- 
tember 11,  1 782,  contains  a letter  from  a gentle- 
man of  Sunbuty,  dated  August  10,  1782,  as 
follows  : 

“A  few  days  since,  at  noon,  the  savages  entered 
the  houseof  Major  John  Lee,  three  miles  from  North- 
umberland town,  and  took  him  and  his  lamily  and 
part  of  two  others,  to  the  number  of  thirteen,  declar- 
ing if  they  would  submit  they  should  not  be  hurt; 
they  acquiesced  and  proceeded  as  prisoners  about  a 
half-mile,  when  the  savages  murdered  seven  of  them, 
who  were  tomahawked  and  scalped  in  the  most  shock- 
ing manner.  A party  of  volunteer  inhabitants, 
upon  hearing  of  the  affair,  went  to  their  relief.  The 
scene  and  groans  of  the  dying  people  were  enough  to 
have  melted  any  heart  of  flesh.  Since  last  spring  no 
less  than  sixty-two  id' our  people  have  been  butchered 
by  (he  Indians.  Two  of  our  neighbors  who  were 
taken  prisoners  last  year  have  just  made  their  escape 
from  the  Indian  town.” 

The  same  paper  has  an  item, — 

“By  the  deposition  of  .John  J I easier,  who  hath 
escaped  from  the  savages,  taken  before  Christian 
Gettig,  Esq-,  of  Sunbiiry,  says,  ‘the  Indians  have  been 
supplied  with  lead  by  the  enemy.’  ” 


To  the  details  of  the  massacre  we  add  an 
account  taken  from  a letter  oi  .Judge  .Joint 
Joseph  Henry  to  Henry  Dearborn,  Secretary  ot 
War,  February!!,  1807.  lie  says, — 

“John  Lee,  who  was  an  uncle  of  Captain  Andrew 
Bee,  of  Wayne’s  regiment  (who  was  then  applying  lor 
a pension,  whieh  was  the  occasion  of  Judge  Henry’s 
letter),  was  known  to  me  at  an  early  age,  who,  in  the 
course  of  the  war,  as  subsequently  informed,  evinced 
much  patriotic  resolution.  He  resided  on  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  some  miles  above  Sun- 
bury.  Captain  John  Lee  was  returning  from  his 
labor  in  the  woods,  and  was  shot  down  near  the 
house.  Two  of  his  sons,  beardless  boys,  were  slaught- 
ered at  the  threshold.  His  wife,  an  amiable  woman, 
with  a suckling  in  her  arms,  and  four  other  children, 
were  led  away  captives.  Two  miles  from  the  house 
the  babe’s  brains  were  dashed  out  against  a tree.  The 
tears  and  wailings  of  Airs.  Lee  for  her  infant,  in  that 
or  the  next  day,  caused  a silence  to  her  grief  by  the 
application  of  the  hatchet.  The  survivors,— -two  girls 
and  two  boys,— none  of  them  above  twelve  years  old, 
were  held  in  Indian  bondage  till  1784-85.  The  two 
latter,  Hubert  and  Thomas,  I have  been  informed, 
have  of  late  years  been  honored  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment with  military  command.  The  particulars 
of  this  story,  which  are  numerous,  very  pathetic  and 
interesting,  1 have  derived  from  Rebecca,  one  of  the 
children.  My  father,  when  a delegate  in  Congrc.-s, 
1784-85,  coming  homeward  from  New  York  to  Lan- 
caster, found  the  returning  captive  desolate  and 
moneyless.  lie  brought  hc-r  to  his  own  house,  and, 
in  a few  months,  restored  her  to  her  relations.  Capt. 
II.  Lee  made  three  journeys  into  the  country  of  the 
Henceas  in  search  of  Lis  uncle’s  children.  The  first 
journey  produced  the  recovery  of  Rebecca,  my  in- 
formant; lie  brought  her  to  Albany,  clothed  her  and 
gave  her  money  to  travel  to  the  Susquehanna,  lie 
went  back  from  Albany,  and,  by  a considerable  ran- 
som, redeemed  another  of  her  children.  A third 
voyage,  by  Mohawk  River,  Oneida,  Ontario  and  Erie 
Lakes,  in  pursuit  of  the  captives,  obtained  a third  of 
these  orphans.  Thomas  came  in  a few  years  later.'’ 
(See  “ l’a.  Mag.  of  Hist.,”  vol.  3,  page  1GS,  for  Judge 
Henry’s  letter). 

Lee  was  duct c-il  second  major  of  the  battalion 
of  the  lower  division  of  Northumberland 
County,  7 tli  of  February,  177(j,  and  was  sent 
by  the  Associators,  in  August,  to  Harris’  Ferry 
for  powder  and  lead,  and  on  24th  December, 
177(1,  a company  out  of  the  battalion  volun- 
teered for  tl>  e war  and  chose  Leo  captain;  Hugh 
White,  first  lieutenant  ; Thomas  Haskins, 
second  lieutenant;  and  marched  that  day,  Colu- 
I nel  Hunter  impressing  guns  and  blankets  for 
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1 1 1 c 1 1 1 • They  It'll  Reading  January  4,  1777, 
•tad  were  attached  to  Colonel  Potter’s  (second) 
battalion,  Lieutenant-Colonel  dames  Murray, 
Majors  •/ ol j l i Kelly  and  Thomas  Robinson,  and 
diev  reached  the  aiany  in  time  to  get  into  an 
eii»‘a<',erncnt  at  Piscataway,  X.  d.,  where  Lien- 
tenant  ( i list  a \'  uw  Loss,  of  theeompany,  was  mor- 
tally wounded  The  returned  battalions  and 
ullirers  arc  used  on  1 1 le  frontier  against  the  In- 
dians. 

December  I,  1 77<S,  dolm  MacPherson  bought 
Andrew  Gibson’s  place  and  ferry,  now  Caulcy’s, 
Winfield,  lie  lived  near  Winticld  until  August 
‘J,  1827.  lie  served  in  the  navy  of  the  Devo- 
lution, was  badly  wounded, and  on  that  account 
received  a pension  from  the  State.  lie  was  as- 
sociate judge  of  Northumberland  County  for 
twenty-three  years. 

The  land  of  the  George  Palmer  tract  is 
confirmed  to  John  Lee,  by  patent  of  the  date 
of  May  17,  177  1,  in  pursuance  of  a warrant 
dated  the  loth,  in  order  to  confirm  his  title 
upon  a deed  ol  convevancc  from  George  Palmer, 
o dated  December  21,  17(1!). 

Thomas  Lee,  by  release  dated  April  1,  1 7 D 7 , 
William  Heard  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  Robert 
Ilursh  and  Rebecca,  his  wife,  and  Lliza  Lee,  by 
release  of  April  24,  1 797,  conveyed  to  Robert 
Lee,  and  Robert  Lee,  May  2d,  to  Abraham 
Eyerlv.  This  Abraham  Lyerly  becomes  the 
Abraham  Lycr  of  our  day,  and  lie  dying,  Octo- 
ber 40,  1824,  there  was  an  inquisition  upon  this 
three  hundred  acres  in  1825,  and  an  order  of 
sale  because  ol’  non-acceptance ; and  on  the  25th 
of  March,  1834,  Isaac  Lyer,  the  adminis- 
trator, conveyed  the  same  to  Nicholas  Menseli. 
In  1800  Bishop  Newcomer  says  he  crossed  the 
West  Branch  at  Northumberland  with  a great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  reached  the  house  of  Abra- 
ham Lyerly  after  dark.  J I is  wife,  Catherine, 
was  born  ( )ctober  1 5,  1 752  ; married  May,  I 7 7 G ; 
died  September  22,  JSOli.  Ilimself  died  Octo- 
ber 40,  1824,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  While 
Mensch  owned  it,  November  17,  1840,  llalkcr 
Hughes  leased  the  right  to  iron-ore  and  lime- 
stone and  privilege  of  erecting  necessary  build- 
ings for  successful  operation  ol’  iron-works,  and 
this  lease  was  assigned  to  Napoleon  Hughes 
March  1,  1841.  In  1842  the  iron-ore  below 


(he  mouth  of  Turtle  Creek  was  found  to  be  of 
superior  quality,  and  its  development  was  com- 
menced by  Napoleon  Hughes  above  the  site  of 
the  furnace,  a few  hundred  yards  above  the  river- 
bank. 

'There  was  no  attempt  at  building  a furnace. 
In  18  18  John  X.  Youngman  and  Jesse  M. 
Walters  went  into  partnership  as  merchants, 
and  April  1,  1851,  as  partners,  bought  the  land 
of  Nicholas  Menseli.  By  sundry  conveyances 
it  finally  became  vested  in  the  Union  Furnace 
Company. 

Tiik  Union  Fltiinack  was  erected  on  those 
premises  in  1853  and  1854  by  a company  under 
the  firm-name  of  Beaver,  Geddes,  Marsh  & 
Co.,  which  consisted  of  Samuel  Geddes,  James 
S.  Marsh,  Thomas  Beaver,  Peter  Beaver,  Charles 
E.  Morris  and  Dr.  L.  Rooke.  -V  few  years 
after,  Peter  Beaver,  James  S.  Marsh  and  Dr. 
Rooke  bought  out  all  the  other  partners  and 
changed  the  name  to  Beaver,  Marsh  it  Co. 
Under  this  name  the  business  has  been  con- 
tinued until  the  present  time  (January,  1886). 
This  furnace,  of  a weekly  capacity  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-live  tons,  was  built  to  use 
anthracite  coal,  and  has  continued  this  fuel  ever 
since. 

The  iron-ores  used  for  the  first  twenty  years 
were  obtained  almost  entirely  from  the  fossil 
veins  in  Shamokin  Ridge,  near  by;  but  since 
j the  cheap  and  easily  accessible  ores  of  this  range 
j became  exhausted,  they  secured  ore-mines  on 
the  Juniata  River,  at  Millerslown,  Berry  Coun- 
ty, which  have  proved  valuable,  owing  to  the 
cheap  water  transportation  ; also  from  Shade 
Mountain,  near  Adamsburg,  in  Snyder  Coun- 
tv, Pa.  The  hard  iron-ores  (which  are  in 
inexhaustible  quantities)  are  still  mined 
near  the  furnace.  'Flic  flux  or  limestone  is 
obtained  from  the  well-known  Dry  Valley  lime 
quarries,  which  are  connected  with  the  furnace 
by  rail;  the  furnace  is  connected  with  the  Sun- 
bury,  Shamokin  and  Lewisburgh  Railroad. 
This  furnace  was  first  blown  in  in  1854,  and 
has  continued  in  blast,  except  when  undergoing- 
repairs,  up  to  the  present  time.  During  this 
time  it  has  been  superintended,  managed  and 
blown  by  Dr.  Rooke,  assisted  by  George  M. 
Slifer.  The  books  were  kept  twenty-two  years 
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by. holm  K.  K remer,  present  cashier  off  he  Union 
National  Bank,  and  the  balance  of  (Ik:  lime 
I >y  I’,.  ( '.  Ammons,  wlm  Inis  hoen  employed 
in  some  e;ip;ieity  ever  since  (lie  works  wen; 
Imilt.  There  are  still  ijuile  a largo  number  of 
men  I here  \s  ho  linvc  been  continually  employed 
ever  since  they  slarled.  I lie  iron  produced 
Inis  alwiiss  been  considered  (irsl -class  lor  loon- 
dry  and  forge  purposes,  and  it,  is  thought  that 
their  success  in  keeping  in  blast  and  selling 
their  product,  when  the  great  majority  of  fur- 
naces had  to  go  out  of  blast,  was  owing  to  the 
great  uniformity  and  reliability  of  their  iron. 

To  the  credit  of  the  firm  it  can  be  said,  while 
they  employ  many  more  men  than  are  employed 
at  other  furnaces  of  the  same  capacity,  as  they 
mine  all  their  own  ores,  limestone  and  for 
years  their  own  coal,  they  never  had  a strike 
or  lock-out.  The  furnace  property  consists  of 
a furnace,  forge,  mansion-house,  twenty-live 
tenant-houses,  three  large  farms,  grist-mill, 
store,  stable,  etc.,  containing  altogether  over  six 
hundred  acres. 

Dr.  Booko,  the  principal  manager,  was  born 
in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  on  the  2 2d  of  July, 
182(1,  a son  of  James  and  Mary  (Murray) 
Rookc,  both  English  descent,  and  prosperous 
farmers. 

I Te  attended  the  schools  of  the  neighborhoods, 
and  a grammar  at  Unionville,  presided  oyer 
bv  Jonathan  Cause  ; taught  school  two  years, 
and  commenced  (lie  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
Stephen  M.  Meredith,  of  Pughtown,  and  after 
the  usual  course  graduated  at  the  Jclferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  in  the  spring  of 
1S4S,  and  for  three  years  practiced  his  profession 
at  St.  Mary’s,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 
In  the  tall  of  1850  he  engaged  a company  and 
started  up  the  old  Berlin  Iron- Works,  on  Penn’s 
Creek,  in  Hartley  township,  and  continued 
making  iron  there  until  the  spring  of  185-1. 
lie  then  helped  to  complete  the  furnace  at  Win- 
field, and  continued  manager  and  superintendent 
ever  since,  lie  also  organized  a company,  and 
made  iron  several  years  at  the  Beaver  Furn- 
ace, in  Snyder  County,  lie  has  the  credit 
of  being  the  first  to  thoroughly  organize  the 
manufacture  of  iron  in  Union  Counts'.  There 
had  been  many  trials  of  it  even  so  early  as  182  1, 


but  they  me!  with  continued  disaster  ; but 
Dr.  Pooke,  (hough  a period  ol  I hirly-foiir 
years,  through  many  a storm,  has  been  able 
to  carry  on  (he  business  with  success.  JIc 
has  always  been  popular  with  his  employees; 
and  many  of  t hem  are  there  to  (his  day,  in  con- 
tinued employment  since  lie  commenced,  and 
the  major  it  v of  them  over  I went  y years,  lie  is 
one  of  the  first,  if  not  (lie  only  iron-master,  who 
undertook  the  immediate  control  and  blowing 
of  his  own  furnace.  He  has  not  therefore  re- 
strained his  activities  to  his  personal  ends,  but 
has  been  an  active  politician;  originally  a W hig, 
opposed  to  slavery  and  its  extension,  he  has  stood 
by  his  party,  the  Republican,  with  an  active 
helping  hand.  He  was  a member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1874,  and  carried 
his  energies  and  experience  into  the  committees 
on  suffrages  and  elections  and  railroads,  lie 
has  been  manager  and  director  of  several  bank- 
ing institutions,  and  particularly  of  the  Union 
National  Bank,  whose  burden  fell  on  him  in  its 
disaster,  and  but  for  him  would  not  have  sur- 
vived. lie  became  also  a director  in  the  Sha- 
mokin,  Sunburv  and  Lewisburgh  Railroad,  a 
road  so  essential  to  the  interest  of  the  county, 
and  it  was  owing,  in  good  part,  to  his  personal 
exertions  that  it  was  organized  and  constructed. 
With  good  health  all  his  life,  happy  in  his 
domestic  life,  with  that  prosperity  that  comes 
from  an  industrious,  well-ordered  and  energetic 
life,  withal  he  has  not  let  himself  become  one- 
sided, and  haying  a fine  flow  of  conversational 
power,  he  is  one  with  whom  it  is  a pleasure  to 
meet,  lie  was  married  twice, — first,  to  Miss  E. 
H.  Church,  of  Churchtown,  Lancaster  County, 
by  whom  there  were  four  children,  and  then, 
on  August  51,1882,  to  Miss  Annie  E.  Creamer. 
“ To  their  good  sense  and  economy,”  he  says, 
“ 1 attribute  much  of  my  success  in  life.” 

Thomas  Bkavkh. — It  is  ever  a pleasant  task 
to  chronicle  an  active  and  useful  life,  and  such 
an  one  assuredly  has  been  that  of  the  subject  of 
this  sktech. 

Born  November  1 G,  1814,  in  l’foutz’s  Valley, 
(now)  Ferry  County,  l’a.,  son  of  Rev. 
Feler  and  Elizabeth  (Hilbert)  Beaver. 

Rev.  Peter  Beaver  was  ordained  in  1809, 
at  Elkton,  Aid.,  by  Bishop  Asbury,  of  the 
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M ft lioil is(  Episcopal  ( Lurch,  and  was  active  in 
the  ministry  many  years,  lie  possessed  and 
made  occasional  use  of  an  unusual  ability,  viz.: 
|»t < acl i i iif-  alternate  sentences  in  German  and 
Kngli.-Ji  the  better  to  reach  his  mixed  audiences. 
An  earnest  pastor,  he  was  largely  instrumental 
in  building  up  churches  and  in  various  other 
kindred  work.  .Mrs.  Beaver  died  February, 
IMS,  her  husband  surviving  her  until  August, 
Is  ID.  Their  children  were  as  follows  : George, 
who  married  Catharine  Long;  Samuel,  who 
married  Maria  Leman  ; Jacob,  who  married 
Ann  Eliza  Addams  (one  of  whose  children  is  a 

Iliivnrito  son  of  Pennsylvania,  General  Janies 
Addams  Heaver,  of  Centre  County,  a gallant 
xildier  and  Christian  gentleman);  Jesse,  who 
married  Alary  Ann  Schwartz  ; Thomas,  whose 
name  heads  our  article;  Peter,  who  married 
Eliza  G.  Simonton  ; Sarah,  who  married  Aaron 
Nevius;  Eliza;  Catharine,  who  married  Archi- 
bald Greenlee  ; and  Alarv,  who  married  Henry 
Miller,  now  of  Lcwisburgh. 

Ihe  educational  advantages  obtained  bv 
Thomas  Beaver  were  of  rather  meagre  character, 
lie  never  attended  school  after  his  twelfth  year, 
hut  as  he  possessed  an  indomitable  will  and  an 
innate  intellectual  force,  his  after-successes  were 
none  the  less  positive  because  of  the  lack  of 
scholastic  education  in  early  youth. 

in  April,  J 827,  he  left  the  parental  roof  in 
search  of  his  fortune,  and  for  a number  of 
months  worked  on  a farm  at  two  and  one-halt 
dollars  per  month,  and  in  the  winter  of  that 
rear  entered  the  store  of  Beaver  A Black  (his 
brother  Samuel  and  Judge  Black),  at  Milford. 
The  following  spring  the  business  was  removed 
to  Newport,  Perry  County,  and  there  he  con- 
tinued one  year.  llis  father  having  in  the 
mean  time  opened  a store  at  New  Berlin,  Union 
County,  Thomas  put  in  a year’s  work  there 
and  then  returned  to  Newport  to  take  charge  of 
the  business  of  Judge  Black,  who  was  a promi- 
nent politician  and  spent  much  of  his  time  out- 
side. Close  application  brought  its  frequent 

I attendant,  and  illness  compelled  a climatic 
change,  so,  through  the  friendly  aid  of  General 
Mitchell,  chief  of  construction  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Canal,  on  November  1,  1831,  he  went  to 
Williamsport  to  (ill  an  engagement  in  the 


general  store  of  Rev.  Jasper  Bennett.  His 
knowledge  of  a'oods  and  force  of  character  were 
demonstrated  at  that  early  day,  lie  being,  when 
but  eighteen  years  of  age,  sent  to  Philadelphia 
to  purchase  a slock  of  goods,  making  the 
tedious  journey  by  stage-coach. 

The  fearful  scourge  of  cholera  had  been  ram- 
pant in  the  Quaker  City  just  previous  to  this 
trip,  but  no  unpleasant  effects  resulted  to  the 
young  business  man.  In  1833,  forming  a con- 
nection with  Peter  Nevius  in  general  merchan- 
dising, at  Lewisburgh,  he  went  to  that  place 
where  he  remained  until  1835,  when  he  sold  out 
his  interest  and  assumed  his  brother  Samuel’s 
place,  at  AI illerstown,  the  firm  then  becoming 
J.  & T.  Beaver.  Feeling  a strong  desire  to 
learn  of  wider  fields,  particularly  the  Philadel- 
phia methods,  in  February,  1837,  he  told  his 
brother  he  would  go  to  that  city  for  such 
purpose,  etc.,  and  carrying  out  such  project  in  an 
intelligent  manner,  wrote  to  three  of  the  largest 
firms  there  for  their  views  and  advice.  Reed  A 
Son,  one  of  those  selected,  responded,  attempting 
to  dissuade  the  seeker  after  knowledge;  while 
Bray  A Bareroft  w rote  they  would  be  glad  to 
meet  him  and  make  his  stay  pleasant.  Air.  Bea- 
ver accordingly  went  to  Philadelphia  in  Alarch, 
1837,  and  made  good  use  of  his  time  learning 
the  details  and  modes  of  a metropolitan  enter- 
prise. W hen,  in  Alay,  he  proposed  to  return, 
considering  his  object  accomplished,  he  was  met 
by  Air.  Bareroft  with  “ Thomas,  you  had  better 
stay  where  you  are  ;”  and  answered  “ I cannot 
give  up  a business  worth  three  or  four  thousand 
dollars  a year  for  the  sake  of  living  in  Phila- 
delphia.” Air.  Bareroft  then  said,  “ Lt  does  not 
suit  us  to  make  any  change  in  our  business 
until  1840.  At  that  time  we  will  give  you  an 
equal  interest  with  ourselves  in  the  business. 
Better  go  home,  sell  out  to  your  brother  and 
come  back  to  us.  Wre  will  give  you  whatever 
salary  you  think  you  ought  to  have  until  1840.” 
Recognizing  the  value  of  such  a proposition 
from  so  strong  a house,  he  acted  upon  it  and  re- 
turned to  Philadelphia.  The  lirst  year  he 
accepted  simply  expenses,  which  were  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  second  year  one 
thousand  dollars,  and,  as  lie  had  married  in  the 
mean  time,  accepted  fifteen  hundred  dollars  the 
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tliinl  year.  On  .January  I,  18  10,  lie  was,  in 
accon lance  with  1 lie:  proposal,  taken  into  part- 
nership, the  linn  becoming  Uray,  Uarcroft  A 
(to.  I iy  the  retirement  of  Air.  Ilray,  in  US  II, 
the  firm  was  changed  to  Uarcroft,  Ucaver  A'  ( 'o., 
and  oontinued  to  enlarge  its  circle  of  trade, 
reaping  an  uninterrupted  success. 

The  intense  application  of  over  twenty  years 
broke  down  the  health  of  Mr.  Ucaver,  which 
had  never  been  of  the  stoutest,  and  caused  his 
retirement  from  this  firm  in  1858,  and,  as  an 
opportunity  was  offered  to  take  hold  of  the 
affairs  of  the  M ontour  1 ron  Company,  at  1 )an  ville, 
Pa.,  through  his  firm  being  one  of  the  largest 
creditors  of  that  corporation,  which  went  down 
in  the  general  crash  of  1857,  he  went  to  that 
city  to  wind  up  the  concern.  In  this  work  he 
remained  one  year  as  trustee  for  the  creditors, 
and,  finding  the  business  congenial  to  his  tastes 
and  the  climate  beneficial  to  Ids  health,  he 
determined  to  continue,  and  formed  a partner- 
ship with  one  of  the  co-trustees,  Air.  Isaac  S. 
Waterman,  the  new  firm  purchasing-  the  entire 
interest  of  the  creditors  in  the  personal  effects  of 
the  old  company  in  1850,  and  in  1.8G0  becoming 
owners  of  the  real  estate  also.  With  the 
talents  which  had  heretofore  wrought  great  re- 
sults, the  firm  of  Waterman  cfc  Ucaver  rapidly 
built  up  an  immense  business  in  the  manu- 
facture of  iron  and  in  general  merchandising, 
success  succeeding'  success,  mild  in  1 877  Mr. 
Ucaver  sold  on  I his  interest  in  the  Danville 
properties  to  his  partner,  retaining  his  interest 
in  the  coal  property  at  Kingston,  incorporated 
as  the  Kingston  Coal  Company. 

As  may  be  inferred  from  those  bare  facts, 
Air.  Ucaver  has  been  the  artificer  of  his  own 
reputation  and.  fortunes,  lie  may  properly  be 
characterized  as  a man  of  great  administrative 
ability,  quick  to  think  and  decide,  pushing  with 
energy  to  completion  whatever  he  undertakes, 
lie  has  been  an  intensely  busy  man  nearly  all 
his  life,  and  the  comforts  of  his  beautiful  home, 
with  its  handsome  gardens  and  magnificent 
conservatories,  at  Danville,  Alontour  County, 
are  a meet  reward  for  actions  and  influence  such 
as  these. 

The  old  saying  “ The  boy  is  father  to  the 
man”  bears  particular  meaning  applied  to  Mr. 


Ucaver,  who,  when  but  a young  lad,  clerking 
in  a store,  was  in  the  habit  of  rising  before  day- 
light, and,  after  lighting  the  fires  and  caring 
for  the  horse  and  cattle,  studying  either  one  or 
j other  works  of  solid  reading-mailer.  1 1 is  chain 
of  thought,  even  in  those  early  days,  was  for  the 
work's  which  enlarge  and  strengthen  the  mind, 
his  first  book  being  “ Uasselas,”  the  second 
u The  Scottish  Chiefs,”  and  the  third  “ Uollin’s 
Ancient  History.”  1 1 is  mind  being  fully  occu- 
pied, he  never  sought  the  solace  of  the  weed,  and 
is  to-day  unaware  of  the  taste  of  smoking  or 
chewing  tobacco,  very  much  to  his  benefit  and 
credit  be  it  said.  When  the  subject  of  a Nat- 
ional Hank  at  Danville  was  mooted,  Air.  Beaver 
took  hold  of  the  project  and  was  one  of  its  or- 
ganizers, and  after  its  start  served  as  president 
some  three  or  four  years,  stamping  his  character 
upon  it. 

Altogether  this  gentleman  is  essentially  a 
business  man  and  the  controlling  spirit  of  large 
enterprises ; he  has  nevertheless  ever  been 
prompt,  to  recognize  and  active  in  aiding  meri- 
torious causes,  and  he  has  become  a living  illus- 
tration of  that  noble  characteristic  so  rare 
among  men  of  influence — the  accumulation  of 
riches,  not  for  himself  alone,  but  to  make  others 
happy  during  and  after  his  life.  Xot  to  par- 
ticularize too  closely,  among  his  generous  gifts 
to  religious  and  educational  causes  may  be  men- 
tioned thirty  thousand  dollars  to  Dickinson 
College,  at  Carlisle,  I’a.,  a Alethodist  episcopal 
institution,  given  at  a time  when  greatly  needed 
to  stimulate  other  large-hearted  men  ; twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  to  ’Lafayette  College,  at 
Easton,  Da.,  the  Presbyterian  scat  of  learning; 
very  liberal  gifts  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Danville,  of  which  lie  and  his  family  have  been 
members  many  years,  and  we  quote  a few  words 
from  Rev.  Dr.  W.  C.  Cattell,  ex-president  of 
Lafayette  College,  on  the  subject  as  a proper 
tribute  : “ Whenever  lie  has  been  approached 
with  a meritorious  project  or  want  he  has 
always  been  a most  generous  benefactor,  but  so 
unobtrusively  that  his  left  hand  scarcely  knows 
what  his  right  hand  does.  He  is  truly  one  of 
the  noblest  and  best  of  men.  Wo  ought  to  re- 
joice and  give  thanks  when  God  puts  wealth 
into  the  hands  of  such  men.” 
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A yon r ill’ll  Mr.  Heaver  was  elected  a mem- 
|i  r uf  the  hoard  of  trustees  of  Dickinson  ( 'ol- 
l*wre,  a 1 1 1 hhijj;1i  a I’reshyleriau  since  1 8 I - » . lie 

lias  also  been  twice  appointed  member  of  the 
>>tnte  Hoard  of  Charities. 

| hiring'  the  I lehil  I ion  Mr.  Beaver  upheld  the 
national  government  lirmly,  giving  both  time 
and  money  freely,  lie  has  never  held  office  in 
his  life  nor  has  he  ever  been  an  ollice-seeker. 
Much  time  has  been  given  to  travel  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health  and  the  enjoyment  of  his 
family,  and  good  use  has  been  made  ot  the 
privilege,  the  home  being  stored  with  articles  of 
virtu  from  Japan,  Egypt,  Europe,  etc.  In  1851 
lie  made  the  first  journey  to  England  in  com- 
pany with  the  late  Horace  Crccley,  Judge  Dar- 
ling and  others  for  the  Hirst  World's  Hair,  at 
Crystal  Unlace,  London,  sailing  on  one  of  Cap- 
tain Comstock’s  first  American  steamers. 

On  January  23,  I 83N,  M r.  I leaver  was  united 
to  .Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  15.  and 
Cassandra  (Bcrryhill)  \\  ilkins,  of  Harrisburg, 
I’a.,  who  was  horn  April  20,  LSI  7.  As  a result 
ol'  this  alliance  there  were  horn  seven  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  Emily,  horn 
< Mobcr  f,  US  10,  married  William  II.  Cham- 
berlin, of  Lcwisburgh  (since  deceased),  and 
bore  him  Jessie,  W illiam,  Thomas,  John,  Eliz- 
abeth, Mary,  Emily  and  Laura.  Arthur,  horn 
September  17,  18-12,  married  Alice  Diehl  (no  is- 
sue). Alice, horn  October  12,  1 3 I I,  married  W il- 
liam II.  Brown,  ol  I’hiladclphia,  and  has  horn 
him  Elizabeth,  (diaries  and  Thomas  (two  latter 
twins).  Laura,  horn  January  18,  Its  Hi,  married 
Lev.  John  Do  W itl,  prolessor  of  church  history 
in  Lane  .Seminary,  Cincinnati  (no  issue).  Eliza- 
hot  1 1 Stewart,  born  February  !),  1853,  married 
Lemuel  E.  Wells,  of  New  York,  and  has  borne 
him  Thomas,  Christian  and  Lemuel  Stewart. 

Into  this  happy  home  came  the  fell  destroyer 
Death  at  an  all  too  early  day,  calling  hence  the 
faithful  wife,  tender  mother  and  all'cel innate 
friend,  on  December  27,  INN-1. 

The  high  bin IV  that  overlooks  the  junction 
of  t he  North  and  West  Branches  of  the  Susque- 
hanna forms  the  southeastern  shoulder  of  Union 
County  and  Union  township.  It  is  called 
“ Blue  Hill,”  and  its  fame  is  not  confined  .even 
to  this  continent. 

«1 


'flic  Duke  of  Rochefoucauld  Lianeourt  saw 
it  in  1795,  and  told  of  it  to  fair  France,  and  the 
English  celebrities  that  settled  upon  the  point  op- 
posite spread  its  name  and  the  story  ol  its  beauty 
among  the  counties  of  the  mother-country. 

'To  add  to  its  lame,  an  eccentric  man  bought  it 
and  built  buildings  upon  il,  which  added  to  its 
attractiveness;  one  was  a large  square  building, 
w ith  a flat  roof  and  railing  around  it,  and  just 
over  its  most  precipitous  side  hung  a square 
tower  apparently  leaning  far  over  the  abyss. 
The  main  frame  of  the  building  was  perpendic- 
ular and  fastened  with  long,  strong  rods  far 
into  the  rock,  rendering  it  entirely  secure.  An 
outer  frame-work  was  covered  with  weather- 
hoarding that  gave  the  appearance  of  ihe  in- 
clination. 

This  building  was  the  old  man’s  eyrie  in  his 
latter  days,  where  he  had  gathered  a rare  col- 
lection of  queer  old  English  hooks — tliev  sold 
for  seventy-live  cents  the  bushel-basketful  at 
Ids  sale — and  there  he  slung  his  hammock,  and 
when  the  winds  blew  the  maddest  it  was  his 
resort. 

John  Mason’s  father  was  a Quaker,  living  in 
Philadelphia,  an  old  acquaintance  of  James 
Jenkins,  Jr.,  at  Turtle  Creek,  who  said  to  him 
one  day,  speaking  of  his  son  John,  that  lie  was 
a restless  fellow,  and  wanted  to  go  to  sea,  and 
that  it  would  be  the  death  of  his  mother, 
“Can’t  thee  take  him  out  with  thee?”  .Jenkins 
replied  that  it  was  a wild  place  out  there,  and 
not  likly  to  suit  the  taste  of  one  who  wanted  to 
go  sea-laring.  He  did  come  up  with  him  into 
the  wilderness,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, first  keeping  a store  where  Elliot  now  lives, 
in  Northumberland,  and  afterwards  at  Turtle 
Creek.  He  was  a man  who  never  recognized  or 
became  intimate  with  ladies.  One  evening  at  the 
Jenkins  house,  Mason  came  in  as  usual  from  the 
store,  about  nine  o’clock,  and  scaled  himself  by 
the  ample  (ire-place  with  a hook.  There,  were  a 
number  of  young  people  in  the  room,  who  were 
playing  pawns  and  forfeits.  One  handsome 
girl  was  condemned  in  a whisper  to  kiss  John 
M ason.  lie  was  apparently  paying  noattention, 
hut  as  she  slyly  approached  within  reaching 
distance  he  raised  the  tongs  between  them, 
saying  u Not  one  step  further.”  He  lived  until 
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lie  was  very  old,  and  to  1 1 is  last  days  talked  of' 
rebuild inj;1  his  fanciful  houses,  and  he  was  buried 
upon  his  hi  I l-lo|>.  den  kins  a nd  he  went  a.  1 ten  lately 
to  Philadelphia  to  buy  goods.  Mason  always 
walked.  One  season,  in  I7!)X,  the  darkey  ser- 
vant rushed  into  Mrs.  Jenkins  with  bated 
breath,  exclaiming,  “Mr.  Mason  has  come  on 
horse-hack!”  Il  was  true,  lie  had  had  the 
yellow  fever,  and  his  appearance  was  such  that 
the  darkey  thought  it  his  ghost. 

Scilooi.s. — In  1X();>  a ( Jernian  school  was 
taught  by  a Hessian  in  part  of  a house  owned 
by  Samuel  Slear  (1  777),  near  Winlield.  The  first 
English  school,  a few  years  after,  was  taught  by 
Mr.  ( 'iinninghani,  and  soon  after  one  by  Mr. 
Sullivan,  both  of  whom  taught  in  their  own 
hou.-es  during  the  winter  months.  The  first 
house  erected  for  school  purposes  was  about 
I S]  f>.  Another,  a few  years  after,  was  built  hall- 
way between  Winlield  and  New  Berlin,  called 
the  (drier  school-house.  The  following  is  a par- 
tial list  of  teachers  of  that  time:  Rev.  Henry 
Xcible,  Samuel  ('reamer,  Hon.  James  Marshall, 
Jacob  Slear  and  John  Fisher.  There  were  four 
districts  in  I X.S-I,  with  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
pupils,  as  follows:  Winfield,  Sandal,  Trutt’s, 
Kver’s.  Union  Independent,  fifty-four  pupils. 

TlIK  Wi.M  IKU)  EvANtiKLK'AL  CllUIiCII. — 
A class  of  this  faith  having  been  formed  about 
1 Not),  was  encouraged  a few  years  later  to  build 
a church  upon  a lot,  which  had  been  donated  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  furnace,  and,  after  much 
effort,  the  house  was  completed  for  dedication  in 
I Noli.  It  is  a neat  brick  building,  having  sit- 
tings for  about  four  hundred  persons,  and  has 
been  made  comfortable  by  repairs  in  late  years. 
The  members  worshipping  here  have  had  the 
same  pastoral  service  as  the  charges  on  the  old 
Union  Circuit  and  New  1 fell  in,  with  which 
place  the  appointment  is  now  connected. 

Baptist  Church  at  Wi.nfiki-d. — In  the 
early  part  of  1 NON  a revival  of  unusual  import- 
ance took  place  in  the  village  in  consequence  of 
the  labors  of  I ’apt  ist  brethren  from  the  Lewis- 
burgh  ('luircli,  who  had  adopted  this  place  as 
one  of  their  out-stations.  Sixty-nine  persons 
were  baptized,  and  these,  with  six  others,  con- 
stituted the  above  church  March  o,  ]N(i!l.  As 
the  members  purposed  building  a house  of  wor- 


ship, the  Union  Furnace  ( ’ompany  donated  a 
lot  upon  which  a good  brick  church,  seating 
four  hundred  persons,  was  built  in  1 N 7- >.  The 
congregal  ion  is  lluuri  -lung  and  ils  iiilere.-»l.s  are 
closely  associated  with  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Lew  isburgh. 


C II  A FT  10  It  IX. 

KKl.I.Y  TOWNSHIP. 1 

Kki.i.y  township  was  named  after  ( 'oluncl 
John  Kelly,  wdio,  as  early  as  1770,  lived  on  the 
place  at  which  he  died. 

1 1 is  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  town- 
ships in  the  county.  Earliest  settled  by  men  of 
more  than  ordinary  character,  they  have  re- 
tained their  standing  among  the  intelligent  and 

O O O 

the  brave. 

( )u  the  2 2d  of  February,  17(iM,  w hat  is  called 
the  Key.  John  Ewing  survey  was  made,  the 
first  in  the  valley.  It  extends  from  the  mouth 
of  Buffalo  Creek,  six  hundred  and  seventy-five 
perches,  to  a walnut  that  formerly  stood  on 
Dr.  Dougal’s  line,  now  heirs  of  James  M oo  re. 

1 1 is  starting-point  for  this  survey  was  sixty  or 
seventy  rods  above  the  present  site  of  the  iron 
bridge  across  Buffalo  Creek, and  contained  eleven 
hundred  and  fifty  acres.  It  is  called  “ Delia  ” 
in  the  warrant,  no  doubt  from  its  resemblance 
to  the  Greek  letter  J. 

In  November,  1771,  Walter  Clark,  of  Buxton  town- 
ship, bought  the  Ewing  tract  in  trust  for  himself, 
Robert  Fruit,  William  Gray,  Robert  (Mark  and  Wil- 
liam Clark,  all  ol  the  same  township.  They  divided 
it  into  si x tracts,  agreed  each  to  lake  one-sixth,  and 
sell  tliu  remaining  tract,  which  they  did  to  Ludwig 
Derr,  31st  July,  1773.  Walter  Clark  settled  on  the 
place  now  owned  by  lion.  Eli  fslifer,  William  Gray 
where  Major  Paul  Geddes  now  owns,  Robert  Fruit 
on  tlte  Hoinly  place,  William  Clark  on  the  place  now 
owned  by  M.  II.  Taggart,  and  Robert  on  what  is  now 
Judge  Hummers  farm.  Walter  Clark  sold  to  Joseph 
Musser  in  1802,  and  moved  to  Mercer  County,  where 
his  family  became  prominent.  1 1 is  son  John  was  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  Irom  that  county. 

Joseph  Musser  came  from  Straslmrg1,  Lan- 
caster County.  When  they  tore  down  the  old 
house,  in  lNf)l,thcy  found  a date  painted  on 

1 lly  J.  Men  ill  l.imi. 
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i In- cast  end,  1801,  which  pari  was  (mill  two 
wars  alter  they  camo  In  (he  valley.  He  hail 
-even  children  and  their  numerous  descendants 
are  all  around.  (1 ) Jacob  lived  on  the  Shorkley 
lann,  as  mentioned,  having  a daughter  Mary 
married  to  Havid  Nesbil,  Margaret  to  dohii  R. 
Iluiisel,  and  Joseph  ; (-)  John  lived  on  the 
mansion  farm,  and  his  children  were  Kohert, 
Joseph,  William,  .John  and  .1.  Wilson;  (3) 
Joseph  went,  to  Wheeling',  Ya. ; (I)  iVancy 
married  W illiam  Neshit,  Fsq.,  over  the  river; 
(ii)  Ksther;  (ti)  Mary  married  T'homas  Proctor; 
17)  Kli/ahcth  married  Washington  I hum. 

The  heirs  of  .John  lived  on  the  old  place 
until  the  spring  of  lSot),  when  it  was  sold  to 
Colonel  IT  I i Si  iter,  who  built  handsomely  on  it. 

Captain  Gray,  afterwards  an  officer  in  the 
Revolution,  lived  and  died  on  his  place.  lie 
was  ancestor  ol  the  Dunlaps,  1 1 a yeses,  I lutehin- 
-i ms,  Hudsons,  Wallaces  and  \Y.G.  Williams 
(of  liellet’onte).  Kichard  Fruit  sold  out  to 
Henry  Ilursh  in  1812,  and  moved  to  Derry, 
Northumberland  Gounlv.  Robert  and  William 
Clark  died  on  their  respective  places. 

William  Gray  was  the  deputy  surveyor  who 
made  the  resurvey  of  Lewislmrgh.  Ilchadadis- 
tillery  there  in  178!);  was  a justice  of  the  peace, 
commissioned  August  31,  1791;  died  181b. 

Mis  children  were  Mrs.  Mary  Dunlap;  Stisani  a 
married  lirst  to  W illiam  Hudson  and  then  to 
Andrew  Forster ; Hleanor,  to  .John  Robinson; 
Margaret,  to  John  Hayes,  Es<p  ; Nancy, 
widow  of  Hudson  W illiams;  Jane,  married  to 
Samuel  Hutchinson.  James  Wilson  purchased 
the  place  in  1820,  and  his  Son  W illiam  lived 
there  until  his  death,  when  it  was  purchased  by 
Haul  Gcddes. 

Robert  Clark  died  on  his  place  in  1798,  leav- 
ing a widow,  J aue  a nd  chi  Id ren, — Flea  nor  Fruit., 
Margaret  Avers,  Robert,  ( Jeorgc,  ( 'liarles,  John  ; 
and  W illiam, died  on  his  place,  leaving  a widow, 
Klizabel h,  and  children, — George,  Mary  (mar- 
ried James  Foster,  and  died,  leaving  Jane  Mart1 
and  Thomas  Smith),  Rebecca,  Roan,  Sarah, 
W illiam,  W alter,  Flavel,  Janies. 

George  ( 'lark  was  a prominent  surveyor  in 
the  valley  until  1800,  and  then  removed  to  the 
WV-t.  lie  lived  in  a house  near  Judge  Hum- 
mers, now  torn  down.  lie  was  an  exceedingly 


tall  man,  and  took  delight  in  making  his  axe- 
marks  as  surveyor  beyond  the  reach  ol  other 
men.  lie  once  made  a narrow  escape  from  the 
Indians,  by  leaping  Little  Ilullalo  Creek,  from 
the  high  bank  near  the  late  Jacob  Moyer’s. 

These  original  settlers  all  appear  in  the  as- 
sessment of  Paxton  township,  Dauphin  County, 
in  1770. 

'fhe  greater  part  of  the  surveys  along  the 

r?  I J O 

north  side  of  Hulfalo  Creek  from  Colonel 
Slifor’s  to  Cowan  were  made  in  August,  1769. 
'Those  from  Dr.  Dotigal  s up  to  the  month  of 
W hile  Deer  Crook,  along  the  river,  were  made 
by  ('liarles  Lukons  in  October. 

Shikcllimy’s  home  was  just  above.  Conrad 
W’eiser,  in  his  journal  March  8,  1737,  says, — 

“ On  tlu*  8th  readied  ttie  village  where  Sliikclimo 
lives,  who  was  appointed  to  lie  my  companion  and 
guide  on  the  journey,  lie  was,  however,  tar  from 
home  on  a hunt.  Weather  became  had  and  the  waters 
high,  and  no  Indian  could  he  induced  to  socle  Shikel- 
imo  until  the  12th,  when  two  young  Indians  agreed 
to  go  out  in  search  of  him.  Oil  the  Kith  they  re- 
turned with  word  that  Sliikclimo  would  he  hack  next 
day,  which  so  happened.  The  Indians  were  out  of 
provisions  at  this  place.  I saw  a new  blanket  given 
I3r  about  one-third  of  a bushel  of  Indian  corn.” 

The  site  of  this  village  is,  beyond  doubt,  on  the 
farm  of  lion.  (.Jeorgc  U.  -Miller,  at  the  mouth  of  Sink- 
ing ltun,  or  Shikellimy's  Run,  one-half  mile  below 
Milton, on  the  Union  Uounty  side. 

When  the  Land  Olliee  was  open  for  “the  new  pur- 
chase,” on  the  3d  of  April,  1 7 (»!l,  there  were  very 
many  applications  made  for  this  location.  In  all  ol 
them  it  is  called  either  old  Muncy  town  or  Shikcll- 
imy’s town.  It  is  referred  to  as  a locality  in  hundreds 
of  applications  for  land  in  the  valley.  I will  only 
(plot e one  : “Samuel  Hiding  applies  for  three  hun- 
dred acres  on  the  West  branch  of  the  Siis(|uehanna, 
about  one  mile  above  Shikellimy’s  old  town,  includ- 
ing a small  run  that  empties  into  the  river  opposite 
an  island.”  The  Hilling  location  was  secured  by 
.John  Fisher,  one  of  the  oldest  of  our  settlers,  and 
West  Milton  is  now  built  upon  it.  Shikellimy’s  town 
was  on  the  “Joseph  Hutchinson”  and  “Michael 
Weyland  ” warranted  tracts. 

Shikellimy,  some  time  alter  Wciser’s  visit,  removed 
to  Shamokin  (now  Sunhiiry)  as  a more  convenient 
point  for  intercourse  with  the  Proprietary  Governors. 
<>n  the  !)lh  of  October,  1 7-17,  Oonrad  Weiscr  says  he 
was  at  Shamokin,  and  that  “Shikellimy  was  very 
sick  with  fever,  lie  was  hardly  aide  to  stretch  forth 
his  hand.  Ilia  wile,  three  sons,  one  daughter  and 
two  or  three  grandchildren  were  all  had  with  the 
fever.  There  were  three  buried  out  of  the  family  a 
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JIJNIATA  AND  SUSQU  HI  I ANNA  VALLICYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


few  days  before,  one  of  whom  was  Cajadis,  who  had 
Lew 1 1 married  In  his  daughter  above  fifteen  years,  and 
was  reckoned  Liu:  best  hunler  among  all  tlm  Indians.” 
lie  recovered,  however,  from  this  sickness,  and,  in 
.March,  171 S,  we  find  him  with  Weiser,  at  Tulpc- 
hoeken,  with  his  cddcsl,  son,  Taghoncghdourus.  lie 
died  in  April,  17  I'd,  at  Suiihury,  and  the  hitter  suc- 
ceeded him  as  idiiet  and  representative  of  the  Six 
Nations. 

Loskicl  thus  notices  this  celebrated  inhabitant  of 
our  valley:  “ lining  head  chief  of  the  Inajuois  living 
oil  the  hanks  of  the  Susquehanna  ;is  far  as  Syracuse,  | 


lie  listened  with  great  attention,  and  at  last,  with 
tears,  respected  the  doctrine  of  Jesus,  and  received 
it  with  faith. 

'I’ll e most  celebrated  of  his  sons  was  Logan,  the 
.Mingo  chief,  who  lived  at  the  month  of  the  Lhillis- 
quaijiie  Creek,  August  2b,  I7d:j,  and  in  1 7 < in  Kac- 
J coon  Valley.  1 1 e could  speak  tolerable  Knglish,  was 
a remarkably  tall  man — ovci  >i x feel  high  - and  well- 
proportioned;  of  brave,  open  and  manly  couutcii- 
j anee,  as  straight  as  an  arrow,  and  apparently  afraid 
of  no  one.  Jn  the  year  177-1  occurred  Lord  Dtni- 
more’s  expedition  against  the  Shawanese  towns 


siiikkllimy’s  homk. 


N.  Y.,  lie  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  be  very 
circumspect  in  his  dealings  with  the  white  people. 

I le  mistrusted  the  brethren  (Moravians)  at;  first,  but 
upon  discovering  their  sincerity,  became  their  firm 
and  real  friend,  lie  learned  (heart  of  concealing  his 
sentiments;  and,  therefore,  never  contradicted  those 
wdio  endeavored  to  prejudice  his  mind  against  the 
missionaries.  In  the  last  years  of  his  life  lie  became 
less  reserved,  and  received  those  brethren  that  came 
to  SI  i a mob  i n . 1 1 e defended  t hem  agai  list  t he  insults 

of  drunken  Indians,  being  himself  never  addicted  to 
drinking,  lie  built  his  house  upon  pillars  for  safety, 
in  which  he  always  shut  himself  up  when  any 
drunken  frolic  was  going  on  in  the  v illage.  In  this 
house  bishop  Johannes  Von  Walleville,  and  his 
company,  visited  and  preached  the  (lospel  to  him.  I 


(now  Point  Pleasant,  W.  Va.),  which  was  the  occa- 
sion of  Logan’s  celebrated  speech,  commencing, — “ I 
appeal  to  any  white  man  to  say  if  lie  ever  entered 
Logan’s  cabin  hungry,  and  he  gave  him  not  meat;” 
which  will  go  down  to  all  time,  whether  properly  his 
or  not  as  a splendid  outburst  of  Indian  eloquence. 

I fcckevv elder  says  lie  afterwards  became  addicted 
to  drinking,  and  was  murdered,  between  Detroit  and 
his  own  home,  in  October,  1 7 -S 1 , while  he  was,  at  the 
time,  sitting  with  his  blanket  over  his  head,  before  a 
camp-lire,  his  elbows  resting  on  his  knees,  when  an 
Indian,  who  had  taken  some  oll'ciise,  stole  behind 
him,  and  buried  bis  tomahawk  in  his  brains. 

Of  the  Indians  who  occupied  liullalo  Valley, 
nothing  can  be  positively  ascertained,  except  that 
I they  belonged  to  the  Mnuey-IM insi  or  Woll  tribe  of 
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[),.  Uiimi- Ucn;i|H'.  Tlu-  valley  was  more  a lmnl i n”- 
.ri)imil  Ilian  a I'csiih'iice..  i~'ome  remains  have  heen 
: mil  al  |imm incut  points  alone;  the  river,-— as,  lor  j 
.-taiier,  al  ( lolonel  Slifer’s  house,  on  the  river, 
(lie  mouth  of  lillllalo  Creek,  some  skeletons, 
ei  iileiillv  ol  one  lamilv  only,  were,  mieovereil.  Tim 
kirge  inoumls  were  on  tlm  other  side  ol  the  river,  en 
,|,ne|>|i  Neshit's  j > 1 a i’o  ; ami  the.  | >ri nei | -:il  towns  or 
\ illumes,  ( 'll  i 1 1 isi  | mii|iie,  :il  the  moiilh  ol  that  ereek, 
•nulli  side,  and  tSluiuiok  in,  on  the  island  and  inaiii- 
l.uid,  where  Sunhury  now  stands. 

Michael  Weyland  was  living  on  this  place  in 
17i;«).  His  application  was  the  thirty-second 
drawn,  lie  died  cm  this  place  in  I 772,  leaving 
a widow,  Magdalena,  and  nine  children, — 
Michael,  Jr.,  Jacob,  George,  John,  Samuel, 
Mary  (married  to  l’cter  Swartz,  Jr.),  Margaret 
(to  ( hristian  Moyer),  Catherine  and  Magda- 
lena. .Magdalena,  w idow' of  Michael  Weyland, 
was  married  to  lVter  Swartz,  Sr.  The  latter 
(hen  moved  upon  the  place  described  as  contain- 
in''' three  hundred  acres  at  Sinking  Spring.  ( hi 
ihe  18th  of  December,  Mrs.  Swartz  took  out 
letters  of  administration  upon  her  former  lms- 
haml’s  estate,  the  lirst  ever  issued  in  .Northum- 
berland County.  Her  account  was  tiled  Sep- 
tember 8,  177  1,  in  which  Peter  Swartz  joins. 
It  has  an  item  on  the  debtor  side  ol  (leer-skins 
accepted  for  a debt  due  the  estate  from  Captain 
John  Urndv.  'Phis  place  was  afterwards  known 
in  military  annals  as  Port  Swartz.  The  family 
lived  there  and  were  married,  and  Peter  Swartz, 
Sr.,  owned  all  the  land  I rum  Potigal’s  to  Dales- 
man's. 

John  Michael  Baslmr  came  from  Bethel 
township,  Berks  ( 'minty,  in  I 77  !,  and  bought  a 
part  of  the  “Jacob  Rees”  tract,  near  New 
Columbia,  of  Ilawkins  Boone.  In  April,  1777, 
hu  sold  it  to  Richard  Irwin,  and  moved  down 
on  tint  place  of  his  father-in-law,  Peter  Swartz, 
Sr.  In  the  lirst  week  of  July,  1778,  when  the 
Indians  were  crowding  down  over  the  settle- 
ment',— it  wtts  the  lime  of  the  great  run- 
away,— the  river  was  full  of  all  sorts  of 
boats  and  rails  loaded  with  their  household 
goods.  Boats,  canoes,  Img-l roughs,  ralts  ol  all 
descriptions  were  in  use.  Whenever  any  ob- 
struction occurred  at  any  shoal,  the  women 
would  leap  out  into  the  waller  and  pul  their 
.shoulders  to  the  rail  or  boat  and  launch  it  inlo 
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deep  water.  The  men  of  the  settlement  came 
dowm  in  single  tile  along  on  each  side  of  the 
river,  to  guard  the  convoy  Irom  the  Indians, 
abandoning  Ihe  whole  range  of  firms  on  the 
West  Branch  to  the  savages. 

Michael  Weyland,  Jr.,  and  another  had 
piiidicd  a boat  over  from  the  east  side  and  took 
up  Bashor’s goods,  and  then  puMied  mil  into  the 
river.  Baslmr  went  to  the  stable  and  got  a 
horse,  and  attempted  to  drive  some  cattle  along 
the  shore.  When  he  got  to  the  blulf  at  the  lime- 
kiln, just  by  a red  oak  that  was  still  standing  a 
few  years  back,  he  was  fired  upon  by  Indians 
in  ambush  and  killed.  Weyland  and  his  com- 
rade, w ho  were  lying  down  in  the  boat,  rose  to 
(ire,  and  Wcvland  was  struck  on  the  lip  with  a 
spent  ball,  the  mark  of  which  he  carried  to  the 
grave. 

The  Indians  burned  Peter  Swartz’s  house  to 
the  ground.  John  Fisher  lived  at  the  time  at 
Dalesman’s,  and,  with  his  two  skiers,  concealed 
themselves  in  the  straw  in  the  barn,  and  ex- 
pected every  moment  to  be  burned  up;  but  the 
Indians  went  into  I [oilman  s house,  just  above, 
and  carried  out  a good  many  articles,  among  t lie 
rest  a clock.  They  seated  themselves  to  exam- 
ine the  clock,  when  Aaron  Noveross,  John 
Fisher,  Jr.,  and  others  who  had  gathered,  hal- 
looed and  startled  them  utf,  leaving  their  plunder. 
This  old  clock  is  still  in  the  possession  of  Jacob 
1 1 oilman,  living  in  the  M uney  1 I ills.  The  peo- 
ple returned  after  the  peace. 

The  daughter  of  Baslmr  (Catharine)  married 
Jacob  Wolfe,  and  is  the  mother  of  Samuel  and 
Jonathan  Wolfe.  As  you  pass  there,  on  the 
hill-side,  just  beyond  the  stump  of  an  apple- 
tree,  the  spot  where  Baslmr  was  buried  is 
pointed  out  ; and  bis  bloody  clothes  were  pre- 
served in  the  garret  of  his  father’s  house,  in 
Berks  County,  for  many  years,  and  his  vest  is 
in  the  possession  of  William  11.  Baslmr,  at 
Pleasant  Hill,  ( )hio. 

George  I loHinan  became  owner  of  the  place, 
and  it  is  mentioned  in  history  that  his  daugh- 
ters poled  the  ferry-boat  over. 

I [oilman  sold  the  place  to  John  Boal  in  1810, 
who  died  there  in  181!).  John  Boal  was  a 
younger  son  of  a good  fund)’  from  the  north  of 
Ireland;  married  to  a Sawyer.  1 1 c was  a prom- 
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i 1 1 < 1 1 1 ( man,  and  was  foreman  ol  the  first  grand 
jury  of  l i nioii  County.  1 1 is  < I a 1 1 ■ l * ■ r Lli/.a- 

lielli  married  Malliew  Laird;  Mary,  .lolm  Rez-  I 
nor;  Sophia,  Samuel  Woods;  Margaret;  Mary 
married  .1.  hosier  \\  ilson,  of  Ilartlelon. 

In  (lie  spring  ol  17m  b osl  Hodman,  of 
La i teas! er  ( 'on n( v,  I daeksmil li , I anight  ol  daeol > 
Laker  flie  place  next,  above  Dalesman  s. 

As  has  been  mentioned,  Derr  bought  the 
sixth  part  of  the  Fwing.  Christian  Diehl 
(writlen  Dale)  liyed  on  it,  near  the  iron  bridge. 
John  I lecher’s  father’s  term  of  service  was.  pur- 
chased by  him  from  his  captain  whose  ship  lie 
came  over  in,  and  he  helped  I Held  clear  that  place 
in  1772.  Adam  Bcebcrthen  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia, served  live  years  in  the  army,  afterwards 
coining  to  AI  uucy,  where  he  settled  and  died. 

W here  Thomas  Ream  lives  now,  on  the  I 1th 
of. Inly,  I 7 <S  0,  lived  a man  named  Allen,  hav- 
ing a wife  and  three  children.  The  Indians 
came  upon  them;  the  woman  escaped  across  the 
creek,  and,  looking  back,  saw  an  Indian  dash 
out  the  brains  of  the  youngest  child  against  a 
tree.  The  husband  and  the  two  other  children 
were  also  killed;  and  a marsh  by  the  road  near 
Martin  Meixcll’s  was  long  haunted  Math  the 
ghost  of  a horse  and  boy,  fourteen  years  old, 
shot  there  in  1 782. 

Looking  up  from  this  latter  point,  you  seethe 
stone  house  on  the  hill,  “ Fairview,”  of  Rev. 
.Jacob  Kodenbaugh.  W illiam  W ilson,  son  of 
dames,  bought  this  of  his  father,  1 77 1,  the  .John 
Moore  warrantee.  He  was  then  unmarried; 
boarded  at  a house  in  Mortonsville;  walked 
oyer  every  morning  to  his  clearing,  where  he 
settled  in  1772,  and  where  he  died  in  1824. 
If  you  started  along  that  road,  laid  out  in  1802 
from  John  1 loafs  ferry,  passing  A i id  rev  I leckle’s, 
the  first  house  von  came  to  was  that  of  William 


Clingan,  E 

op,  at  the 

Little  Buffalo,  where  he 

came  in  1 

m.,h.  II,. 

canto  from  Mount  Joy, 

Lancaster 

County,  was  married  to  Jane,  a 

daughter  o 

f Rev.  Jo 

lin  Roan  ; died  May  2 1, 

1822,  aged 

sixty-four 

■ years,  leaving  children, 

- — Mu  rgaret 

, w i fe  of 

'l  liomas  Scott;  A mi,  wife 

of  Joseph  Jjawson;  Thomas;  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried to  Thomas  Barber';  George  and  Flavol. 
Flavel  Roan  in  his  diary  of  March  1812,  siys 
of  the  marriage  of  the  ( 'lingans  : 

O O 


“March  1 LHli,  James  Lawson  to  Nancy  (tlingan. 

( fall'  ami  two  turkeys  killed.  Twenty-six  strangers 
a!  the  wedding.  March  2tilh,  lliomas  I’arher  to 
Kelsey  ( iliiigan.  (.room  came  with  liiiirle.eii  attend- 
ants; thirty-seven  strangers,  altogether.  27th,  twenty 
strangers,  he.-dde  the  In  ide  and  groom,  break  lasted  at 
( Miicnui’s ; twenty-two  ol  ns  lelt  ( Jingan’s  with  tlui 
In  ide  a ml  groom  ; Ion  r joi  n ec  I ns  a l I )oet  or  \ an  \ a I- 
zah's;  went  to  Ksi|iiire  l.arher’s,  where  there  was  n 
\ cry  large  parlv  and  miudi  darn  ing,  although  tpiak- 
ei'sJ' 

On  thill  old  rotid  the  next  phieetlnit  is  marked 
is  William  Chamberlin’s. 

.Jacob  Grozcan,  or  l''reneh  .Jacob,  was  settled 
here  in  1781).  This  was  one  of  the  oilieers’ 
warrants  to  Captidn  Ivern,  two  hundred  ami 
eighty  seven  acres. 

John  Rear  of  Lancaster,  bought  the  property 
uf  W illiam  Charters  in  .September,  I 784,  and 
erected  the  first  grist-mill.  The  saw-mill  he 
added  in  1787,  and  in  171)0  he  had  with  them 
an  oil  and  saw-mill. 

The  next  owner  was  Colonel  W illiam  Cham- 
berlin. Colonel  Chamberlin  came  from  Hun- 
terdon County,  N . .1.,  where  lie  was  burn 
September  2b,  178(1.  Served  as  liciiteiiant- 
eolonel  in  Second  Regiment,  Colonel  David 
Chambers,  Ids  commission  bearing  date  Dili 
September,  1777,  in  .November  of  which  year, 
by  order  of  Governor  Livingston,  he  was  di- 
rected to  call  on  Messrs.  Peon  A Chew,  at 
the  I nioii  I roii-\\  orks,  to  conduct  them  to  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  and  deliver  them  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  that  State;  was  also  directed  to  pur- 
chase, in  Connecticut  or  Massachusetts  Bay, 
twenty  thousand  Hints  for  the  Council  of  New 
Jersey;  participated  in  the  battle  of  .Mon- 
mouth, where  his  eldest  son,  Lewis,  was  killed  by 
a cannon-ball  ; moved  into  our  valley  in  178.4, 
and  on  the  IGtli  of  August,  17D4,  married  his 
fourth  wife,  Mary  Kemble,  lie  was  the  father 
of  twenty-three  children,  fifteen  of  whom  were 
born  in  X'  v Jcr.-ey.  Of  hi-  children,  NelL 
married  .John  Lnwsho,  .Sr.  ; Ann,  .John  lto->; 
Lucrcliii,  Christian  Nevis;  William;  Lnoch  ; 
Tonlirooke  ; Sarah,  married  to  James  Wilson; 
Uriah;  Flizabeth,  to  Win.  McCreery;  Aaron 
came  with  him.  His  fourth  wife’s  children 
were  John,  James,  Lewis,  Mary,  France" 
(married  to  .John  Linn),  Joseph  Ik,  James  I) 
and  Muses,  the  latter  still  residing  at  Milton, 
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II, i.  |,ro|)(Tl  \r  \v;is  soM  l>y  llio  ( 1 1 1 ; i n 1 1 >(  * 1 * I i 1 1 
!.  irs  to  John  M.  Van  Val/.ah,  who  sold  il  lo 
( Ynis  lloflii,  by  whom  il.  has  been  operated 
,•  <r  twenty  years. 

Retracing  the  road  from  ( 'hambcrlin’s,  wo 
I pass  (Ik:  “ Richard  F.d  wards”  (Stoll/Jus’  place 
1 iicly),  where  lliere  was  an  Indian  held  and 
I il  1 1 in  orchard,  nienlioned  in  tile  application  for 
it.  Al  Kelly  Point,  in  the  old  house  now  torn 
nvav,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Hood  lived — one  of  (he  social  houses  of 
die  day.  Al  the  point  where  the  store  stands, 
in  the  days  of  the  3forus  mull.imu/is,  he 
planted  a grove  of  the  broad-leaved  mulberry, 
Imt  the  cold  killed  his  silk-worms,  and  the 
place  grew  up  a thicket,  where  Air.  I loud  spent 
many  hours.  It  was  called  “Hood’s  Study.” 
lie  had  quite  a Latin  school,  often  mentioned 
lv  Flavcl  Roan. 

Philip  Gcmberling  bought  this  place.  IT  is 
'on  benjamin  cut  down  the  thicket  and  built  a 
-lore-room,  and  Spencer  Reaver,  who  was  suc- 
■ veiled  by  Albright  I lock,  and  he  made  il  a 
post-olliee.  lie  sold  out  to  A.  A.  Dilfenderfcr, 
who  has  sold  to  C.  R.  Glover.  The  store- 
keepers were  the  postmasters. 

Following  the  road  west  from  Kelly  Point, 
at  Rail'd  Howard’s  spring,  an  Indian  im- 
provement is  mentioned  in  the  application  of 
17(11).  Here  commences  Colonel  Francis’  war- 
rant, bought  b\  William  Linn,  and  nienlioned 
in  his  biographv  of  .lames  F.  Linn,  and  fol- 
lowing the  road  toward  Colonel  Kelly’s,  is  the 
-relic  of  Captain  Thompson’s  pathetic  story, 
here  given  (see  Finn's  “Annals,”  p.  Do,  where 
will  be  found  an  interesting  story,  illustrating 
the  story  of  Indian  captives). 

Captain  Thompson  removed  his  family  to 
( Fester  County,  where  they  remained  until  after 
the  Indian  troubles  were  all  over.  They  then 
returned,  and  he  purchased  of  the  Widow 
I Inn p-cy  the  place  now  owned  by  Jacob  Zie- 
bach, on  Spruce  Run,  in  Rulfalo,  and  resided 
there  until  the  year  1882,  w hen  he  went  to  reside 
with  his  son-in-law,  Boyd  Smith  (son  of  Gideon 
Smith,  who  lived  at  the  mouth  of  I attic  1 hdfalo), 
near  Jersey  Shore,  where  lie  died  February  !), 
1 S : 1 7 , aged  ninety-three  years,  nine  months  and 
nine  days.  \\  hen  ten  years  of  age  he  was 


with  his  lather  at  Uraddoek’s  defeat,  lie  was 
a remarkable  man  in  old  age,  often  walking 
from  Jersey  Shore  down  into  Rulfalo  Valley,  a 
welcome  guest  in  every  house  from  Pine  to 
Penn’s  Creek.  1 1 is  son  William  married  Susan 
Kinn  in  1804,  and  removed  to  Sugar  Crock, 
Venango  County.  Their  son  James  died  from 
an  explosion,  w hich  took  place  in  his  store  in 
1888.  He  was  carrying  out  ashes  in  an  empty 
keg,  as  he  supposed,  but  which  had  several 
pounds  of  powder  in  it.  Ann  married  John  B. 
AfcCalmont,  Fsq.,  nephew  of  old  Judge  AIc- 
Calmont.  She  died  in  18 1!).  John  Linn 
Thompson  died  in  Venango,  leaving  a family. 
William  resides  in  New  Brighton,  Beaver 
County. 

Farther  west  by  Spruce  Creek  was  the  hero  of 
the  valley,  Colonel  John  Kell)',  whose  life  has 
been  told  on  page  10J. 

Colonel  Kelly’s  land  extended  from  Buffalo 
Creek  all  along  up  Spruce  Run  to  the  bend 
where  it  turns  west  of  the  line  of  Kelly  town- 
ship. 

Joseph  Spot ts,  Sr.,  settled  at  Kelly  Cross- 
Roads  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  The 
brick  house  was  built  in  1 821  by  Joseph  Spoils, 
.1  r.,  who  built  the  store  in  1 S 17,  where  John  I >. 
Comp  started  a store  in  1817,  for  two  years, 
when  Lewis  Spotts  succeeded,  and  died  in  about 
three  years.  Daniel  I >.  Guldin  came  there  in 
I8b8,  succeeded  by  Thomas  A rbuckle,  who  was 
there  until  18(11.  Then  came  Kline  A llock. 
Samuel  A.  Walters  bought  at  the  death  of 
Spotts.  Jas.  A.  Henry  succeeded  him.  There 
vats  a pocket-  post-cilice  there  in  18(18,  and  a 
regular  post-office  was  established  by  Kline  A 
llock.  Jacob  Baker  carried  the  mail  twice  a 
week  to  Milton.  Hock  started  in  at  Kelly 
Point,  but  coining  back  to  Kelly  Cross-Roads,  is 
still  there,  and  the  mail  is  daily. 

WKST  MI  I .TON,  Oil  DATKSMAN’s. 

West  Milton,  or  Dalesman’s,  is  situated  just 
opposite  the  town  of  Milton  and  opposite  the 
island  known  in  an  early  day  as  Marcus  Hill- 
ings’. The  first  bridge  across  the  river  here  was 
built  in  1822  or  1828  by  Abram  Straub,  con- 
tractor, and  stood  until  18(F),  when  the  great 
flood  of  that  year  swept  it  away.  'The  present 


.Yi'HUOO  HOIWJ 


' ■ hh*  ' ' " • » )i  f>!  • Uih  .j  MV  7 '/  - ; I . : 


1 : :•  •'  ; , 


. . 


&’•  ■ 


: H-'inl  I , i u i 


J 336 


.1  UN  TATA  AND  SUSQUEM  ANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


I iridic  was  Imilt  in  18<>7.  In  1.83-1  George 
Bennage  owned  llm  land  at  1 1 it;  west  end  of  tin: 
rivet1  bridge,  and  Ids  house,  which  stood  across 
the  street  from  where  John  Dalesman  now  re- 
sides, was  the  only  house  near  the  bridge.  Jn 
that  year  John  Dalesman  and  Jacob  Reiser 
came  up  from  Northampton  < oiinly  and  bought 
the  land  from  ( leoyge  Bonnago  at  t w only- li s e 
dollars  |)er  acre.  Dalesman  took  two  acres  at 
the  end  of  the  bridge  and  Keiser  took  the  rest  of 
the  farm  and  occupied  the  old  house  lor  seven 
or  eight  years,  w hen  he  built  the  brick  house 
now  owned  by  B.  F.  Keiser,  a .short  distance 
south  of  the  old  one.  in  1834  John  Datesman 
built  what  lias  since  been  known  as  Dalesman’s 
store.  The  original  building  still  stands,  though 
added  to  and  remodeled.  d lie  store  was  opened 
in  the  spring  of  1835  and  from  that  time  until 
IS, S2  John  Datesman  carried  on  an  extensive 
business  in  general  mei'ehandise  as  well  as  a 
large  grain  trade.  In  18X2  he  sold  the  building 
and  store  to  F.phraim  Datesman,  his  son,  who 
had  been  a partner  with  him  for  some  ten  or 
twelve  years,  and  w ho  still  continues  the  busi- 
ness. Darina'  the  first  year  Mr.  Datesman 
stored  his  grain  in  the  loft  of  the  -tore.  In 
i 8,35  lie  put  up  a substantial  grain  house  which 
stood  until  1 859,  when  the  large  warehouse, 
which  now  stands  near  the  bridge,  was  built. 

For  several  years  from  five  to  ten  thousand 
bushels  of  grain  were  bought  at  this  point,  the 
amount  increasing  until  within  the  last  few 
years  it  has  reached  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
live  thousand  bushels.  The  grain  was  hauled 
across  the  river  or  boated  down  the  river  to  the 
Dewisburgh  ( ’rns.s-(  Jit  and  shipped  by  canal,  un- 
til the  railroad  wets  built  to' Milton.  The  Cata- 
wissa  extension  to  W illiamsport  was  built  across 
the  river  here  in  1870  and  1871,  and  the  Sliam- 
okin,  Sunbury  and  Dewisburgh  Branch  of  the 
Reading  in  1882.  The  latter  road  has  erected 
a fine  passenger  transfer  station  at  this  place. 
Through  the  efforts  of  John  Dalesman,  a posf- 
ollice  was  established,  about  1X37, at  West  Mil- 
Ion.  lie  was  appointed  postmaster,  and  has 
been  postmaster  ever  since.  The  population  of 
the  place  is  something  over  one  hundred. 

.Melanel hon  and  Harrison  Keiser  laid  out  the 
original  first  lots  in  1872,  and  since  that  time  a 


number  of  improvements  ha vo  been  put  up.  15. 
1’’.  Keiser  laid  out  an  addition  in  1883.  lb: 
also  built  a grain-house  in  that  year  and  carries 
on  a grain  and  coal  business  at  the  present  time. 
Messrs.  Hull  W Do  Dong  put  up  a bark-mill  at 
this  place  in  1881  and  carried  on  the  business 
of  grinding  bark  lor  a short  time.  Mr.  De  Dong 
was  killed  by  going  into  a well  they  were  dig- 
ging on  the  premises,  soon  altera  blast  had  been 
(i ret  1 and  before  the  foul  air  had  escaped.  .Short- 
ly after  the  building  was  destroyed  by  lire. 

In  the  winter  of  1880  and  1881  the  Union 
Ripe  Dine  Company  ran  a line  from  Bradford, 
coming  through  Union  County,  to  West  Milton, 
where  they  built  two  oil-tanks  on  the  Fullmer 
fiirm.  'They  ran  a line  across  the  river  and  put 
up  loading  racks  along  both  the  Catawissa  and 
Pennsylvania  Railroads.  Cargo  quantities  of 
crude  oil  were  shipped  over  both  roads,  until 
the  company  extended  their  line  south  toward 
Rhiladelphia  in  188.'!.  In  J 885  another  tank 
was  built,  but  little  oil  has  been  shipped  by  rail 
since  the  line  was  extended. 

About  a half-mile  down  the  river  from  the 
bridge  there  was  for  years  an  old  hotel  called 
the  “ Travelers’  Home,”  kept  in  1834  bv  Hen- 
ry Zcrby,  and  afterwards  by  John  Verts  and 
by  Thomas  Green.  This  was  a great  place  for 
watermen  and  was  run  as  a hotel  until  about 
twenty-live  years  ago,  when  it  was  abandoned. 

Schools. — As  early  as  1800  schools  were 
opened  in  this  locality.  Flavel  Roan  taught  in 
Northumberland  in  1 7 DO,  later  in  Dewisburgh, 
then  in  Kellv,  in  a log  school-house  at  Janies 
Wilson’s,  now  (18,8(1)  (J.  A.  Stahl’s,  where  lie 
remained  until  the  spring  of  1 81 3.  Linn  taught 
there  in  1818;  John  Dunlap,  1825;  Peter 
Harsh,  winters  of  1832,  ’33,  ’3-1.  Another 
school-house  was  built  about  1809,  on  the  west 
side  of  Thomas  Howard’s  farm,  Josiah  Candor 

taught  there  at  first ; d rain  taught  here  and 

in  a new  school-house  on  the  east  side  of  the 
farm  ; Rev.  Thomas  Hood  taught  the  classics 
south  of  Kelly’s  Point,  near  the  banks  of  Buf- 
falo (’reek,  in  180o.  Among  his  scholars  were 
Dr.  Janies  S.  Donga!,  of  M iltoii,  Ra.;  Dr.  W il- 
liam Wilson,  of  Centre  Countv;  Dr.  I'lioma- 
Smiley,  of  Park  Avenue,  Philadelphia,  author 
of  Smiley’s  Geography. 
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.limitary  1 1,  ISO!),  Mr.  Mood  had  a public 
exhibition,  well  attended.  Urea  schools  were 
. 'inhibited  in  1837.  The  directors  were  George 
.Mi  ixcl,  Joseph  Spotts,  John  Hummel,  Jacob 
linker,  G.  Herniate  and  Daniel  KauHinan. 
Among  the  teachers  are  the  following:  t.  (J. 
Cordon,  (jinlge  of  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
v.mia),  W illiam  Leiser,  Delos  Height,  J.  M. 
Mack,  Mr.  Steninger. 

I’lie  schools  of  Kelly  township  in  1 <384  had 
three  hundred  and  five  pupils  in  the  five  dis- 
tricts, which  are  named  as  follows:  Dine  drove, 
Hill,  Royer’s,  Spoils’,  1 1 agon  baeli. 

Sr.  I ’jot  Kit’s  Curiicn  (Rkkokmkd)'. — -The 
oirlv  history  of  this  church  is  an  account  of  a 
Lutheran  congregation  formed,  or  about  to  be 
formed,  some  time  about  1800.  Before  his 
death,  l’hilip  Stahl  provided  in  his  will  that  as 
Mion  as  proper  trustees  should  be  designated, 
his  executor  should  convey  a tract  of  land  for 
church  and  cemetery  purposes,  for  the  use  of  a 
Lutheran  congregation.  This  purpose  was  car- 
ried out  when  Jacob  Lot/,  his  executor,  by 
deed  dated  August  1 8, 1802,  conveyed  to  Chris- 
tian Xerbo  and  dcorge  Rcininger  seven  acres 
and  ninety-one  perches  in  trust  to  and  for  the 
ii'C  of  building  or  erecting  a school-house  and 
a ( lerman  Lutheran  Church  on  the  same,  and 
Ihr  a burving-ground. 

About  this  timea  log  church  was  built,  in 
which  Lutheran  meetings  were  held,  and  in 
which,  at  a later  day,  Reformed  ministers  also 
preached.  The  first  church  having  insufficient 
accommodations,  it  \vas  proposed  that  the  Lu- 
therans and  Reformed  should  unite  in  building  a 
i tew  house,,  in  which  each  sect  should  have  mu- 
tual interests.  Accordingly,  on  the  21th  of 
November,  181  o,  Christian  Xerbo,  and  Ceorge 
lUininger,  trustees  in  the  conveyance  made  by 
Jacob  Lot/,  executor  of  Philip  Stahl,  granted 
the  full  right  unto  the  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian congregation  (Merman  Reformed)  of 
White  Deer  township,  in  common  with  the 
members  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  of,  in 
and  to  the  aforesaid  premises  and  church,  when 
built,  in  consideration  of  the  Herman  Reformed 
congregation  contributing  to  the  building  of  the 
church.  For  some  cause  a new  church  was  not 
built  at  that  time,  and  the  old  house  was  used 
81 


until  ISIS).  On  the  loth  of  May  that  year 
articles  of  association  were  drawn  up  between 
the  two  congregations,  setting  forth  their  rela- 
tions to  the  property,  and  a larger  log  house  was 
built,  which  was  remodeled  in  18  18,  and 
weather-boarded.  This  building  was  known  as 
the  “ St.  Peter’s  Union  Church”  until  1877, 
when  the  Lutheran  congregation  decided  to  erect 
its  own  house  of  worship  on  a part  of  the  lot 
above  described,  and  opposite  the  old  church, 
which,  with  its  mat  se,  now  became  the  property 
of  the  Reformed  congregation.  This  was  their 
place  of  worship  until  187!),  when  it  was  taken 
down  and  the  present  line  edifice  erected  upon 
the  site  of  the  old  church.  The  building  com- 
mittee was  composed  of  Henry  Uisenhowcr, 
Levi  ( iemberling,  George  Brown,  William  I ) i < • fl- 
enderfer  and  Solomon  Rank,  who  were  gen- 
erously aided  by  the  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion, much  of  the  labor  being  voluntarily  done. 
The  church  is  a two-story  brick,  forty  by  sev- 
enty feet,  and  is  supplied  with  a shapely  steeple. 
The  I over  story  forms  a lecture-room,  in  which 
a good  Sunday-school  is  also  maintained,  and 
which  is  superintended  by  Uriah  Eisenhower. 
The  second  story  forms  a line  auditorium,  whose 
walls  and  ceiling  are  handsomely  frescoed.  Both 
rooms  are  supplied  with  good  organs. 

The  congregation  has  about  two  hundred 
members  and  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
Rev.  \V  . W . Clouser,  who  also  serves  the  con- 
gregations at  the  Union  and  Messiah  ( 'burches. 
His  predecessors  were  the  Revs.  Wieehand, 
Reed,  Bucher,  M ring,  K idler  and  others  named 
in  the  sketch  of  the  Dreisbach  Church.  In 
lS.8li  the  consistory  was  composed  of  Henry 
Eisenhower  and  Joseph  Mover,  eldri'S ; Wil- 
liam Dieflenderfcr  and  Calvin  K idler,  deacons; 
and  Levi  (iemberling,  trustee. 

St.  John’s  Evaxh  ki.k  a i,  LrniKitAN 
Cl i U m 'll. — The  congregation  worshipping  in 
this  church  were  the  original  owners  of  the: 
St.  Peters  Chui'eh,  as  related  in  the  foregoing 
sketch,  but  withdrew  in  the  summer  of  1877, 
to  establish  itself  in  a now  church  building, 
erected  that  year,  and  which  was  dedicated  with 
the  name  at  the  head  of  this  article.  At  the 
time  building  operations  were  begun  John  Grove 
was  a trustee  and  John  Wise,  John  A.  Reiser 
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and  A.  S.  I Inch  were  committeemen  to  net  in 
behalf  of  the  congregation  in  securing  a sepa- 
rate home  for  what  was  thenceforth  to  he  known 
as  the  St.  John’s  congregation.  A site  was 
selected  upon  part  of  the  old  church  lot,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  a very  hand- 
some brick  edifice,  forty-live  by  seventy  leet, 
erected  at  a cost  of  more  than  live  thousand 
dollars.  It  has  a basement,  fitted  up  for  Sunday- 
school  purposes,  and  in  the  second  story  an 
auditorium,  which  is  handsomely  finished. 
The  fresco  work  is  very  fine  for  a country 
church,  and  the  furniture  and  organs  are  in 
harmonv  with  the  general  features  of  the  build- 
ing. The  external  appearance  is  improved  by 
a fine  spire,  in  which  is  a clear-toned  bell. 

The  members  of  St.  John’s  congregation  first 
bad  the  same  ministry  as  t he  Dreisbaeli  ( Torch, 
and  were  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev. 
J.  (4.  Anspach  until  1880,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present,  Rev.  S.  F.  Greenhoe. 
There  are  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers, having  a consistory  composed  of  Jacob 
Smith,  .Jacob  Kostcnbader,  John  Pawling,  Levi 
Pawling,  Uriah  Dietlenderfcr  and  C.  A.  Moll. 
A Sunday-school  of  about  one  hundred  mem- 
bers has  J.  \Y.  I loch  and  L.  F.  Smith  as  its 
superintendents. 

A German  Baptist  meeting-house  was 
built  in  the  Royer  neighborhood  about  twenty- 
live  years  ago,  in  which  meetings  have  been 
held  by  that  sect  with  considerable  regularity 
since.  The  house  is  a small  frame,  but  lias 
ample  accommodations  for  those  worshipping 
there,  the  membership  never  having  been 
strong.  No  regular  minister  has  been  here 
maintained.  A cemetery  is  connected  with  the 
church. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 


•JOHN  E.  MORGAN. 

The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
Thomas  Morgan,  came  from  Radnorshire, 
Wales,  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  settled 
in  Lower  Morion  township,  Montgomery  Coun- 


ty, Pa.,  some  time  before  the  Revolution.  There 
he  married  Patience  Miller,  of  an  old  Friend’s 
family,  and  had  issue  as  follows,  viz.:  John; 
Margaretta,  who  married  John  Elliott  and  died 
in  1850;  Reuben;  W illiam;  and  Joseph  Charles, 
the  latter  of  whom  became  owner  of  and  sailed 
for  many  years  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  and  was 
for  some  eight  years  in  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment diplomatic  service,  at  Tripoli,  Africa, 
lie  married  Mary  Ann  Miller,  who  bore  him 
three  children,  two  of  whom  now  reside  at  St. 
Paul,  Minn.  Pie  died  inlStiO.  'The fourth  child, 
William,  married  Mary  Evans  (also  of  Friends’ 
stock,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Evans, 
whose  bones  now  lie  in  the  old  Radnor  church- 
yard, Delaware  County,  Pa.),  in  March,  1805, 
the  issue  from  which  union  being  'Thomas,  born 
December  .31,  1805,  married  Ellen  Evans  and 
since  deceased  ; Mary  Ann,  born  March,  1807; 
Patience,  born  1 SOU,  died  1810;  Joshua  Evans, 
born  1811,  died  1831  ; John  Elliott,  born  April 
1 , 1 813,  married  Catharine  Wagner  Rodenbaugh, 
December  32,  1801;  Margaretta  Elliott,  born 
December  15,  1815,  died  August  21,  18-l‘J; 
Sarah  Potts,  born  June  G,  1818,  married  Octo- 
ber 4,  1853,  to  William  M.  bowman,  of  Dau- 
phin County,  who  died  April  13,  1885;  W illiam, 
born  April,  1820,  died  February,  1852;  Patience 
Miller,  born  February  5,  1824,  married  Walter 
L.  Trcwick,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  on  March  22, 
18111. 

In  the  War  of  1812-1  1 William  Morgan  was 
captain  of  militia,  and,  during  those  troubulous 
times,  was  stationed  several  months  below  Mar- 
cus Ilook,  to  prevent  the  expected  coming  of 
the  British  up  the  Delaware  River,  and  with 
especial  reference  to  guarding  the  only  powder- 
mills  of  the  country,  those  of  the  Du  Pouts,  lo- 
cated near 'Wilmington,  Del.  From  papers  in 
possession  of  the  family  we  copy  the  following 
interesting  document,  viz.: 

“Received  Decemlier  III,  lMl  1,  from  Captain  Wil- 
liam Morgan,  of  First  Company,  Sixty-lilth  Regi- 
ment, First  Rrigade,  Second  Division,  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  the  following  articles  of  camp  equipage  into 
the  State  Arsenal:  ninety-seven  cartouch-boxes  and 
belts  and  scabbards;  seventy-five  haversacks;  ninety- 
two  knapsacks;  ninety-four  canteens;  three  water 
buckets;  twenty-seven  camp-kettles;  twenty-nine 
mess-pans;  two  axes;  twenty  common  tents;  three 
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wall  tents,  with  (lies;  lift  ecu  suit  poles ; four  sett  wall 
t.  hi  poles;  ninety-eight  muskets,  with  bayonets. 

“ Wiu.ja m A i.i.iox, 

“Assistant  Brigade  fnspeetor.” 

Captain  W illiam  .Mui'»aii  ami  1 1 is  loving  con- 
sort had  1 1 10  happiness  of  a long  life  in  the  so- 
ciety of  a large  and  useful  family,  enjoying  each 
other’s  presence  no  lessAhan  lifty-fve  years,  all 
of  which  t ime  was  spent  upon  the  old  homestead, 
and  being  separated  by  the  death  of  the  father, 


On  the  side  of  M rs.  Morgan  welind  .John  and 
Catharine  (dimes)  Wagner  were  residents  of 
Lower  Morion  township,  Montgomery  County, 
and  had  issue — Charles,  John,  William,  George, 
daeob,  Ann  (who  married  I 'Id  ward  I’eehin  and 
is  now  living  in  Radnor,  Delaware  County, 
I’a.);  Susan  d.  (who  married  .Elder  Jacob  Ito- 
denbaugh,  as  elsewhere  stated);  Mary  dane  (who 
married  Robert  1 1 unter  iind  emigrated  to  Tas- 
mania  in  1840,  where  they  now  reside ; their 


August  28,  1859.  Airs.  Morgan  did  not  long 
survive  her  husband,  following  him  of  whose 
life  she  was  a part  danuary  8, 1 862.  Part  of  the 
property  on  which  Thomas  Morgan  settled  is 
now  Bryn  Mawr,  one  of  Philadelphia’s  most 
beautiful  suburbs. 

The  nineehildren  of  William  and  Mary  Evans 
Morgan  were  born  and  raised  on  the  family  es- 
tate, locally  known  as  Morgan’s  Corners,  more 
generally  known  as  Radnor  Station,  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad. 


journey  occupied  six  months  and  Mrs.  Hunter 
was  the  iirst  American  lady  to  land  in  that  far- 
olf  country);  and  Elizabeth.  John  married 
Sarah  Johnson,  both  now  deceased;  William 
married  Abigail  Reese,  now  deceased;  George 
married  Sarah  Ann  Moyer,  of  Roxborough, 
and  is  now  deceased.  Jacob  married  and  has 
since  died.  Elizabeth  married  Godfrey  Hawk, 
of  Sussex  County,  N.J.,  where  they  now  reside. 
Susan  .).,  born  duly  23,  1 808,  married  Jacob 
Rodenbaugh,  (born  February  12,  181  2,  in  Mont- 
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goincry  ( fount  v,  I’a.),  January  7,  1 830,  and  bore 
seven  children,  viz. : Catharine  Wagner,  born 
November  9,  1830,  married  John  H.  Morgan, 
December  22,  1861;  Margaret  lb,  born  Febru- 
ary I,  1838,  married  SylvanusO.  Bennell,  now 
residing,  with  three  living  children,  in  Lewis- 
burgh  ; Annie  l’echin,  born  August  5,  1839, 
married  ( leorge  M.  Slil’er,  residing,  with  (bur 
children,  in  \\  inlield,  Union  County;  John 
Wagner,  born  duly  1,  1811,  married  Flizabcth 
Ammon,  residing,  with  two  children,  in  Lewis- 
burgh:  Marv  Jane,  born  May  4,  1843,  married 
Edwin  AY.  llawn,  now  residing,  with  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  in  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.;  Eliza- 
beth Hawk,  born  March  2,  18  15,  married  Dr. 
William  E.  Cornog,  residing,  with  one  child, 
Jacob  It.,  in  AVoodbury,  Bedford  County,  I ’a. ; 
Isaac  Newton,  born  October  1G,  184G,  died  No- 
vember GO,  1847. 

Elder  Jacob  Rodcnbaugh  has  been  in  active 
ministrv  in  the  Christian  Church  over  lifty 
vears,  tilling  pulpits  near  Newport,  Perry  Coun- 
ty, I’a.;  Cull' Mills,  Montgomery  County,  I’a.; 
Lewisburgh,  twelve  years;  and  in  Hunterdon 
County,  N.  J.,  eight  years.  He  was  school  di- 
rector in  Kelly  township  some  nine  years,  and, 
associated  with  Judge  Cyrus  Holla,  was  instru- 
mental in  building  several  of  the  handsome 
schools  now  found  in  the  township.  lie  has 
been  married  over  fifty  years,  and  celebrated  his 
golden  wedding  on  January  7,  1886,  (d.v.). 
His  father,  Isaac  Rodcnbaugh,  born  in  Berks 
County,  October  23,  1772,  married  Margaret 
Stellwagon,  born  in  Delaware  County,  May  19, 
1772,  of  the  well-known  Oermantown  family, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  which  family  married 
Edwin  M.  Lewis,  of  Philadelphia. 

In  1865  Mr.  INI  organ  removed  from  Delaware 
County  to  Chilliscpiaque  township,  Northum- 
berland County,  and  there  lived  eight  years; 
thence  to  Lewisburgh  for  live  years,  finally 
settling  down  in  their  present  home  in  1878. 
While  residing  in  Lewisburgh  Mr.’ Morgan  was 
elected  burgess  of  that  borough,  but  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  oil  ice,  desirous  of  cpiiet 
and  relief  from  polities,  retired  to  one  of  his 
farms;  and  it  is  only  from  the  desire  to  see  the 
cause  of  education  advanced  that  he  has  filled 
the  position  of  school  director  during  the  past 


six  years,  having  been  president  of  the  board  for 
several  years. 

Although  even  now  beyond  the  allotted  days 
of  man,  he  is  hale,  hearty  and  vigorous,  and 
gives  personal  supervision  to  his  farm  proper- 
ties; and,  taking  this  fact  in  connection  with 
his  well-known  life-long  abstinence  from  to- 
bacco, with  its  enervating  clients,  we  may  de- 
duce a highly  valuable  moral.  Mr.  Morgan  is 
not  a church  member,  but  attends  the  Christian 
Church  at  Lewisburgh,  of  which  congregation 
his  wife  is  a consistent  member.  His  political 
affinities  arc  Republican.  In  the  pleasant  home, 
overlooking  Lewisburgh  and  the  beautiful  But- 
falo  Valley,  may  be  found  several  relies  of  days 
long  past,  among  them  being  a Bible  printed  in 
the  AVelsh  language  in  1813;  a handsome  ma- 
hogany arm-chair,  sitting  in  which  the  old  pa- 
triot, Charles  Thomson,  permanent  secretary  of 
the  Colonial  Congress,  attached  his  name  to  the 
many  interesting  documents  requiring  such  sig- 
nature. This  chair  was  presented  by  him  to 
Airs.  Margaretla  Elliott,  at  w hose  death  it  came 
into  possession  of  her  brother,  Captain  W illiam 
Morgan,  and  thence  to  his  son,  our  subject. 
The  old  rocking-chair  in  which  the  nine  chil- 
dren of  AVilliam  Morgan’s  family  were  rocked 
to  slumber  in  their  early  years  is  also  an  hon- 
ored inmate  of  the  home  wherein  John  E.  Mor- 
gan lives  a calm,  happy  life,  surrounded  by  lov- 
ing wife,  relatives  and  friends,  doing  good  as 
occasion  offers  and  rendering  proper  account  of 
his  stewardship. 


CHAPTER  N. 

WHITE  DEER  TOWNSHIP.1 

The  formation  of  this  township  will  be  found 
in  the  general  account  of  the  formation  of  the 
county.  The  earliest  surveys  on  the  present 
territory  were  made  on  applications  dated  April 
3,  1769,  numbered  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  drawn  from  the  wheel  or  box,  and  orders 
of  survey  had  thereon. 

John  Hoffman,  in  right  of  Michael  Deet,  No. 

1 By  J.  Merrill  Linn,  Esq. 
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lvi,  had  three  hundred  acres  located  and  sur- 
vived on  the  run  where  the  White  Deer  and 
Kelly  township  line  strikes  the  river,  and  ex- 
t< ■iiilcd  north  from  a black  oak  (of -John  Eislier’s 
*nrvey  in  Kelly’s),  at  the  river,  two  hundred 
nml  forty-two  perches.  Next  north  on  the 
river  was  the  Jonathan  Pingley,  No.  185,  sur- 
vived October  21,  1 700,  lor  James  Parr. 

William  Armstrong  had  squatted  and  com- 
menced an  improvement  on  the  land  now 
known  as  the  William  Stadden  farm,  just  where 
tin1  road  strikes  the  run,  a half-mile  south  of 
New  Columbia,  at  what  was  known  as  the  Old 
Ferry,  in  the  year  1 709,  and  he  had  made  an 
application,  No.  711,  for  three  hundred  acres  at 
the  same  place.  In  1771  Parr  and  Armstrong 
agreed  to  divide  the  land  in  front  along  the 
river  so  as  to  include  Parr’s  improvement,  and 
Armstrong  took  the  south  half,  including  his 
improvement.  Samuel  1 file  bought  of  Parr 
the  northern  portion  and  moved  on  it,  and 
was  residing  there  in  a house  near  New  Colum- 
bia in  1 774. 

lie  removed  to  Buffalo  township  in  1703,  but 
purchased  the  other  part  of  Armstrong  in  17111. 

In  the  division  made  by  Parr  and  A rmstrong, 
they  encroached  on  the  Ernest  Burk  land,  a 
tract  belonging  to  Hawkins  Boone.  April  b, 
1774,  a warrant  issued  in  the  name  of  Ernest 
Burk,  for  three  hundred  acres,  joining  Diet- 
rick  Reese,  Jacob  Reese,  Jonathan  Pingley  and 
William  Armstrong,  in  Buffalo  township, North- 
umberland County,  20th  of  April,  the  purchase 
money  paid  to  the  proprietaries. 

On  the  11th  and  13th  of  March,  1776,  Haw- 
kins Boone  procured  a survey  to  be  made  under 
this  warrant,  upon  the  land  described,  by  Hen- 
derson, the  deputy  surveyor,  who,  upon  a draft 
of  the  survey,  wrote  the  following  memorandum  : 
“ Draught  of  a tract  as  situated  in  While  Deer 
township,  formerly  Buffalo,  Northumberland 
County,  surveyed  in  dispute  between  William 
Armstrong  and  llawkins  Boone.”  Hawkins 
Boone  was  killed  by  llie  Indians,  and  his  house 
and  papers  burned  at  (be  taking  of  Port  I' roe- 
lund,  on  the  Warrior’s  Run,  on  the  28th  of  July, 
1771).  In  178b  a judgment  was  obtained 
against  the  administrators  of  Hawkins  Boone, 
and  the  land  sold  to  Evans. 


This  back  land  included  the  premises  in  con- 
troversy. Accordingly,  when,  in  the  year  1773, 
one  Henry  settled  down  on  the  land  in  contro- 
versy, Armstrong  drove  him  off’,  and  in  March, 
1776,  he  caused  a survey  to  he  made  on  his  ap- 
plication by  the  deputy  surveyor,  and  took  in 
part  of  the  land  in  dispute. 

April  2b,  J 71)  I,  Armstrong  convcvqd  to  Dale 
his  application,  and  on  the  1th  of  May  a survey 
was  made  for  Dale,  which  extended  the  lines  so 
as  to  include  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
comprehending  more  of  Boone’s  survey.  Dale 
also  became  the  owner  of  Pingley’s  application. 
Nargong  became  the  owner  of  Dale’s  claim. 

loan  ejectment  brought  by  Evans  against 
Nargong,  it  was  held  that  there  was  enough  to 
show  that  Boone  was  the  owner  of  the  Burk, 
having  used  Burk’s  name,  or  lie  became  the 
owner  by  purchase  immediately  after,  and  that 
Armstrong,  being  only  the  owner  of  the  Pingley, 
had  no  right  to  make  an  addition  to  the  survey 
without  an  order  of  the  Land  Office. 

Daniel  Nt  irgong  made  an  improvement  on 
Dog  Bun,  as  it  was  called,  near  the  site  of 
New  Columbia,  in  1771.  There  was  an  old  In- 
dian fort  there.  In  quite  a number  of  appli- 
cations of  1 76lJ  mention  is  made  of  an  old  In- 
dian fort  and  town  on  the  Deitrick  Rees  tract. 

It  was  laid  out  May  b,  1818,  as  a town,  for 
David  Yoder,  proprietor,  (recorded  in  Deed 
Book  F,  page  306).  It  is  a place  of  about  one 
hundred  houses,  store,  hotel,  post-office  and  ex- 
press-office, located  on  the  Catawissa  and  Wil- 
liamsport road,  a branch  of  the  Reading,  and 
contains  three  hundred  inhabitants. 

Parr  was  a lieutenant  in  Captain  John  Low- 
den’s  company,  First  Ritle  Regiment,  Colonel 
Wm.  Thompson,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  major; 
served  brilliantly  in  command  of  the  riflemen 
under  Morgan  at  Saratoga  and  Stillwater,  and 
under  Sullivan  in  177!).  The  regiment  is  men- 
tioned at  the  siege  of  Boston,  and  Parr  partic- 
ularly. The  company,  having  served  their  term, 
enlisted  for  three  years  or  the  war  under  Parr 
as  captain. 

North  of  the  Jonathan  Pingley  survey,  which 
extends  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  perches 
along  the  river,  comes  the  Deitrick  Rees  survey, 
made  October  23,  1769.  New  Columbia  is  lo- 
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on  the  southeast  corner  of  it.  North  of 
Doitriok  Rues  (he  John  Zimmerman  application 
was  survoywl  ( Icloher  22,  I 7G!t,  extending  from 
a locust,  one  hundred  and  fifty-live  perches  up 
the  river.  Robert  McCorley  purchased  and 
settled  upon  this  tract  in  178-1;  he  died  in  17!l8, 
leaving  a widow  and  children,— Anna  Isahelhi, 
wifi1  of  Wm.  McLaughlin  ; Mary  Seidel  ; Rob- 
ert MeCorlcv,  who  died  December  11,  ISO!), 
aged  eighty-six  years;  James,  who  died  in  1808; 
Roland,  who  was  still  living  in  1877  ; and 
Jacob  McCorley,  Fsip,  member  of  Assembly 
18-10-47,  who  died  April  lb,  1872,  aged  eighty- 
two. 

North  of  the  McCorley  place  the  John  Rot- 
ter application,  No.  220,  April  3,  170!),  was 
surveyed  October  23,  170!),  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  extending  one  hundred  and  seven- 
teen perches  up  the  river  from  black  oak  of 
John  Zimmerman  (or  McCorley  place)  survey. 
Ceneral  James  Rotter  came  to  Northumberland 
County  soon  after  the  purchase  of  1708,  and 
settled  upon  this  place.  In  1 774  lie  removed  to 
Renu’s  Valley.  (See  Everts’  “ History  of  Cen- 
tre and  ( ’linton  Counties,”  page  402,  for  full  no- 
tice of  him.)  The  place  is  still  in  the  tenure 
of  his  descendants,  the  Ards. 

North  of  the  John  Rotter  survey,  on  the 
river,  the  Elizabeth  Blythe  application  was  sur- 
veyed, No.  bib,  September  20,  177  1,  running 
two  hundred  and  thirty-six  perches  up  the  river; 
and  north  of  Elizabeth  Blythe  the  Margaret 
Blythe,  running  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
perches  up  to  the  mouth  of  White  Deer  Creek. 
Wm.  Blythe  was  an  Indian  trader  at  Shippens- 
burg  in  17-18,  and  a lieutenant  in  the  French 
and  Indian  War  in  17b8.  For  his  services  in 
the  matter  of  (he  murder  of  White  Mingo  (de- 
tailed in  Linn’s  “ Annals,”  page  2bj,  he  received 
these  two  tracts  of  land,  surveyed  in  names  of 
his  daughters.  Ilis  cabin  stood  on  Red  Bank 
Run,  on  the  Elizabeth  Blythe  tract,  below  late 
Samuel  Henderson’s  brick  house,  where  he  be- 
gan a clearing  in  170!).  It  is  marked  on  an 
old  survey  as  standing  twenty-  live  rods  from  the 
river  on  the  run.  He  lived  tube  a very  old 
man,  within  the  rceeollcction  of  Roland  Me- 
Corley,  who  said  he  was  a tall  man  and  in  latter 
years  quite  blind.  J I is  daughter  Margaret 


married  Captain  John  Reed,  who  commanded 
the  celebrated  “ Raxtang  Boys;”  he  died  before 
1778  ; their  descendants  live  in  Hartley  town- 
ship. Win.  Reed’s  widow  married  Captain 
Charles  Gillespie,  an  ollieor  in  the  Revolution- 
ary W ar ; she  died  in  Hartley  township  at  her 
son’s,  Wm.  Reed’s,  and  is  buried  in  the  Keister 
grave-yard.  Elizabeth  married  Dr.  •Joseph 
Fakers,  w ho  had  been  a surgeon  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  They  sold  their  place  in  October, 

1 7 ! ) 8 , to  James  Hepburn,  and  it  is  now  owned 
by  heirs  of  Samuel  Henderson.  Margaret’s  place 
passed  into  the  hands  of  late  Daniel  Ludwig. 

North  of  the  AI  argarct  Blythe  and  north  of 
White  Deer  Creek,  the  Charles  Iredell  applica- 
tion, No.  bD4,  April  3,  17t!!),  was  surveyed  and 
patented  to  Jesse  Lukens  in  1774.  White 
Deer  Mills  Village  is  on  this  tract.  The  survey 
extended  up  the  river  two  hundred  and  seventy 
perches  from  the  mouth  of  White  Deer  Creek, 
then  called  W hite  Flint  Creek,  to  a stone  mark- 
ed II  and  a sugar-tree. 

Reter  Smith  settled  on  this  tract  soon  after  it 
was  surveyed.  Lukens,  the  rightful  owner, 
bought  it  in  1772,  which  was  abated  by 
Smith’s  death  in  1778.  Smith’s  widow,  Cath- 
erine, held  on  to  the  premises.  In  her  petition 
to  the  General  Assembly,  indorsed  as  read  De- 
cember 8,  178b,  she  says, — 

“She  was  left  a widow,  with  ten  children,  with  no 
estate  to  support  this  family,  except  a location  for 
three  hundred  acres,  including  the-  mouth  of  White 
Deer  Creek,  whereon  is  a good  mill-seat;  and  a grist 
and  saw-mill  being  much  wanted  in  this  new  country, 
at  that  time,  she  was  often  solicited  to  erect  said 
mills.  At  length,  in  1774,  she  borrowed  money,  and 
in  June,  177b,  completed  the  mills,  which  were  of 
great  advantage  to  t lie  country,  and  the  following 
summer  built  a Imring-mill,  where  a great  number  of 
gun-barrels  were  bored  for  the  continent,  and  a hemp- 
mill.  The  Indian  war  soon  after  coming  on,  one  of 
her  sons,  her  greatest  help,  went  into  the  army,  and, 
it  is  believed,  was  killed,  as  he  never  returned;  the 
said  mills  soon  became  a frontier,  and  in  July,  1770, 
the  Indians  burned  the  whole  works.  She  returned 
to  the  ruins  in  17N3,  and  was  again  solicited  to  re- 
build the  grist  and  saw-mills,  which  she  has,  with 
much  dilliculty  accomplished,  and  now  ejectments  arc 
brought  against  her  by  Messrs.  Claypool  and  Morris, 
and  she,  being  now  reduced  to  such  low  circumstances 
as  renders  her  unable  to  support  actions  at  law,  and, 
therefore,  prays  relief,  etc.” 
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The  facts  set  forth  in  lliis  mcinorinl  are  cer- 
ti  (iii  l to  I in'  William  Blythe,  Charles  ( Jillespic, 
I'nliiiiel  Jol m Ivelly,  James  Potter,  the  younger, 
ami  many  other  citizens  of  Northumberland 
( ’« Minty. 

The  Legislature,  of  course,  could  grant  no  re- 
lief, under  the  circumstances,  am!  the  petition 
was  dismissed.  I low  long  the  litigation  went 
mi  we  arc  unable  to  determine;  but  in  1801, 
S' ih  Iredell  took  possession  ol'  the  premises  as 
tenant  of  Claypoolc  and  Morris.  She  is  said  to 
have  walked  to  Philadelphia  and  back  thirteen 
times  on  this  business.  1 1 or  house  was  where 
Ur.  Dauowsky  lived,  part  of  the  old  stone  house 
being  still  used  as  a kitchen.  She  was  buried 
in  the  old  settlers’  grave-yard,  which  was  at  the 
corner  of  the  Dan  Caldwell  barn.  Her  bones 
were  disturbed  in  Mr.  Caldwell’s  time,  in  erect- 
ing a sheep-pen,  and  were  identified  by  old  Mr. 
Hull',  by  her  peculiar,  projecting  teeth.  Some 
wairs  since  an  old  man  came  to  the  place  and 
desired  to  look  about  the  old  dwelling.  lie 
-pent  several  hours  about  the  place.  When 
leaving,  he  said  lie  had  come  in  from  Ohio  to 
.wo  it;  that  lie  was  a son  of  Catherine  Smith, 
and  that  if  justice  had  been  done  her,  they 
would  still  own  the  place. 

White  Peek  Mums. — After  the  death  of 
( 'aid well,  the  mills  were  bought  by  Henry  1 1 igh. 
April  2b,  1850,  they  were  burned  and  live 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  grain  burned  with 
them.  It  was  rebuilt  by  Ilcnrv  High,  who 
failed  under  his  misfortunes,  and  it  was  sold  bv 
the  sheriff  and  purchased  by  John  Power  and 
Candor,  Dr.  Danow.sky  sold  to  A.  Pardee. 
Hubert  Candor  dying,  his  interest  was  sold  to 
Thompson  Power  and  J.  X.  Messinger,  who 
afterwards  purchased  Pardee’s  interest.  The 
mill  has  been  entirely  refitted  as  a roller,  and 
run  under  the  iirm-name  of  li.  M.  Griffey 
A ( A. 

Catharine  Smith  obtained  possession  as  late 
its  1707.  She  had  three  sons,— —Peter,  John 
and  Ludwig.  In  1802  Seth  Fredell,  tenant 
under  Anthony  Morris,  had  a three-story  stone 
grist-mill  there,  and  furnished  Hour  for  the 
army  in  1812—1  I.  After  which  it  passed  into 
the  possession  of  Daniel  Caldwell,  Fsq.,  who 
died  in  possession. 


It  is  fifty  by  eighty  feet,  six  stories,  two 
reliance  Turbine  water-wheels,  equal  to  sixty 
horse-power;  also  one  of  it.  \V.  Payne  A Son’s 
automatic  cut-olf  engines,  fifty  horse-power. 

This  mill,  when  owned  by  Henry  1 1 igh,  who 
had  the  store  and  mill,  took  quite  a leap  for- 
ward and  quite  a number  ol’  substantial  hrielc 
bouses  were  erected,  and  received  the  name  of 
Higlitown.  The  hotel  was  then  built  and  the 
bridge  over  the  creek  It  is  on  the  Catawissa 
and  Williamsport  branch  of  the  Philadelphia 
and  Heading  Railroad  ; population,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  ; nine  miles  north  of  Lewisburgh;  has 
express  and  telegraph  communication.  Post- 
office  name,  White  Deer  XI i 1 Is. 

Above  the  place  lived  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  and  prominent  men  of  the  valley, 
Daniel  Caldwell.  He  appears  to  have  come 
there  in  1810,  and  besides  being  an  active  busi- 
ness man,  and  accumulating  property,  lie  en- 
gaged in  the  politics  of  the  day  with  ardor. 
Do  was  county  commissioner  in  1813,  a mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  in  1821,  and  a member 
of  the  constitutional  convention,  but  died 
August  10,  1830,  at  the  age  of  sixty,  before  its 
deliberations  bad  rightly  begun.  Air.  Banks 
noticed  his  death  in  the  convention,  and  Mr. 
Merrill  spoke  of  him.  It  was  said  of  him, 
“ No  man  in  the  convention  stood  fairer  or 
higher.” 

West  of  the  Iredell  survey  was  the  .Michael 
(filbert  three  hundred  and  live  acres,  on  which 
White  Deer  Woolen  Factory  stands. 

The  White  Dee  it  Wooi.en  Miles. — They 
were  built  in  1850,  by  Isaac  Statten,  John 
Finney,  David  Marr  and  David  Stcmingcr, 
Statten,  Marr  A C'o.,  beginning  this  work  in 
the  woods  in  the  latter  part  of  1849,  and  the 
machinery  was  put  in  1850-51.  The  first  sea- 
son the  hands  lived  in  shanties  in  the  Foods, 
until  houses  were  built.  The  firm  of  Marr  & 
Grilley  succeeded,  and  that  by  Marr,  Grilfcy  A 
Co.,  until  David  Marr’s  death.  Grilley  A 
Brumbaugh  next,  in  1864,  and  they  were 
washed  out  by  a sudden  flood  August  17,  1807. 
The  White  Deer  Creek  is  noted  for  such.  It 
lay  then  idle  until  1872,  when  Mr,  Pardee 
became  a partner  with  Benjamin  Grilley,  under 
the  title  of  B.  Griffey  A Go.  The  dam  and  walls 
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were  rcluiill  : 1 1 1 < I : i li;il,  maim  laelory  added  willi 
a capacity  of  three  hundred  dozens  a day.  This 
mill  manufactured  eassi meres,  tricot,  diagonal, 
tweed,  flannels,  worsted  goods  and  yarns. 
During  the  war  they  made  filly  thousand  army 
blankets.  It  was  burned  to  the  ground  Au- 
gust 30,  1873,  and  has  remained  in  ruins.  It 
was  insured  to  the  amount  of  lil’ty-five  thousand 
live  hundred  dollars,  but  the  loss  besides  this 
was  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  hands  thrown  out  of 
employment. 

Mr.  (Jriffbv  was  a practical  mil  1-av right  and 
bridge-builder,  and  of  the  best  in  the  country, 
and  it  was  conceded  that  the  mill,  built  under 
his  supervision,  was  an  elegant  and  substantial 
affair.  It  is  driven  by  water;  a wheel  still 
standing  to  this  day,  escaping  the  lire,  is  con- 
sidered a marvel  of  workmanship  ; eighty-live 
horse-power.  The  building,  with  basement, 
six  story,  forty-eight  by  eighty  feet  with  annex 
for  the  hat  factory  forty-live  by  seventy-two 
feet.  The  woolen  null  had  four  setts,  and  the 
reputation  of  the  goods  manufactured  was  wide- 
spread. 

By  the  time  the  mills  were  built  there  was  a 
handsome  and  substantial  village  of  seventeen 
cottages  around  it,  upon  which  no  expense  was 
spared. 

The  factory  building  itself  was  originally 
built  by  Benjamin  Griffey,  as  also  the  White 
Deer  grist-null  at  the  same  time  and  at  the 
mouth  of  the  White  Deer  Creek,  a large  saw- 
mill, which  was  swept  away  in  1835. 

Next  west,  Win.  McCorkle,  three  hundred 
and  nineteen  acres,  on  which  “ Barnett’s  cabin  ” 
is  marked  by  surveyor  who  surveyed  it  ( >cto- 
ber  23,  1739;  next  west,  along  the  creek 
dividing  it  on  both  sides,  as  do  the  others,  the 
John  lattlehop’s  three  hundred  and  four  acres, 
surveyed  on  December,  1 772;  all  under  appli- 
cation of  April  3,  17(!9.  The  furnace  of 
Kaufman  A Jlebcr,  grist  and  saw-mills  are  on 
the  John  Littlehop’s.  Samuel  Fisher  settled 
upon  it  as  early  as  1775,  and  had  a saw-null 
there  in  1778.  it  was  burned  by  the  Indians, 
The  mill  irons,  which  they  had  hidden,  wore 
found  man v years  afterwards  by  Daniel  Cald- 
well. 


Fokkst  Ikon  Wokks. — In  November,  1845, 
Croon,  1 1 oward  A < < rcen  commence* I erect  ing  the 
Forest  Iron  Works.  It  was  a charcoal  furnace. 
The  change  of  the  tariff'  brought  bankruptcy, 
and  in  18-19  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff. 
Kaufman  A Ilober  bought  it  for  seven  thous- 
and dollars  in  1850.  It  never  was  operated 
successfully.  It  bankrupted  Kaufman  and 
Bober,  came  into  the  hands  of  A.  Fa  nice  and 
he  had  to  shut  down  in  it  as  too  expensive. 

West  of  the  Dittlehops  lie  John  Titsworth, 
etc.,  surveyed  under  warrants  of  the  10th  of 
March,  1794.  Nittany  Mountain,  south  of 
those,  was  taken  up  by  warrants  in  the  name  of 
J.  Owen  Foulke,  dal.,  dated  March  10,  1791. 
Along  the  north  branch  of  Buffalo  Creek  with 
the  land  was  taken  up  and  surveyed  in  1772, 
’73,  73,  Humphrey  Montgomery  warrant  (Mar- 
tin Keillor’s  place  in  1813),  10th  of  June, 
1772,  the  old  J.  F.  Beck  place  Neal  Conley 
warrant,  March  7,  1773;  Cadwalader  Fvans, 
west  of  1 1 umphrey  Montgomery,  was  surveyed 
to  John  Kelley,  April  2,  1773;  Kvandale  north 
of  Cadwalader  Evans,  March  7,  1 773. 

'There  were  settlers  along  the  northwest 
branch  of  Kittle  Buffalo  Creek  near  Nittany 
! mountain,  at  a very  early  date,  in  1779. 

I ii  May  John  Sample  and  wile  were  killed.  The 
inhabitants  had  mostly  left  the  valley.  The  militia 
were  out,  under  Colonel  Kelly. — William  Lyon’s  Let- 
ter May  13.  This  marauding  party  consisted  of  from 
j fifteen  to  seventeen  Indians.  Christian  Van  Gundy, 

! Sr.,  was  one  of  a party  with  Henry  Vandyke,  who 
went  up  to  bring  these  old  people  away.  (They  lived 
on  a farm  lately  owned  by  Abram  Lcib  near  Ramsey’s 
school-house,  in  White  Deer,  where  their  graves  may 
still  he  seen.)  Van  Gundy  was  a sergeant  and  had 
six  men  in  his  party.  Six  more  were  to  follow  them 
the  next  day.  After  Van  Gundy  got  there,  he  had 
slabs  pul  up  against  the  door,  and  water  carried  upon 
the  loft.  Alter  dark  an  Indian  came  around  the  house, 
barking  like  a dog  and  rubbing  against  the  door. 
They  paid  no  attention,  but  lay  down  and  slept  until 
about  three  A,  M.,  when  Van  Gundy  got  up  and 
lighted  a lire.  The  Indians  then  surrounded  the 
house,  and  mounting  a log  upon  their  shoulders,  tried 
to  beat  in  the  door.  Those  inside  then  fired,  wound- 
ing two,  whom  they  saw  carried  off.  An  Indian  then 
came  around  behind  the  house  and  set  it  on  lire. 
Van  Gundy  mounted  the  loft,  knocked  olf  some  of 
the  roof,  and  put  out  the  lire.  In  this  encounter  he 
was  struck  on  the  leg  by  a spent  ball,  which  marked 
hint  for  some  time.  Another  of  the  party  had  his 
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.-ide  whiskers  si  tot  oil'.  When  daylight  came  they 
put  it  to  vole  whether  they  should  remain  in  thu 
house  oi'  try  to  got  oil'.  Two  votod  to  stay,  four  to  go. 
On  opening  the  door  they  found  an  Indian  child' 
lying  dead  in  front  of  it.  Van  Oundy  took  the  In- 
dian's rillc,  Vandyke  his  powder-horn,  which  was 
still  in  thu  possession  of  .John  Vandyke,  in  Illinois, 
mimic  years  ago.  The  Indians  came  on  suddenly, 

\\  it  1 1 load  y el  Is,  and  I he  men  sc  pa  rat  oil.  Van  ( ! it  ltd)',  i 
with  his  two  guns,  lied,  into  a ravine,  and  tried  to  | 
get  the  old  people  to  follow  him.  They  refused,  and  j 
followed  the  young  folks,  one  of  whom,  Adam  Itanck,  | 
said  was  their  son.  Van  CJundy  said  he  soon  heard 
several  shots.  These  killed  the  old  people,  who  were 
scalped  and  left  to  lie. 

The  Indians  followed  them  several  miles.  Van 
dundy  said  he  never  expected  to  get  out  alive,  but 
with  his  two  guns  he  thought  he  could  kill  two  at 
least.  He  made  a circuit  of  seven  miles,  and  came 
out  at  Herr’s  mill.  Colonel  Kelly  pursued  this 
party  ; ho  had  a dog  that  could  follow  an  Indian 
trail,  and,  coming  pretty  close,  would  immediately 
drop.  On  this  occurring,  Colonel  Kelly  separated 
his  party,  and  they  made  a circuit.  As  Kelly  glided 
very  i|uiotly  through  the  wood,  he  suddenly  stepped 
into  a hole,  made  by  an  up-rooted  tree.  (Ilaneing 
along  it,  to  his  surprise,  he  saw  five  Indians  sitting 
like  turkeys  on  the  trunk.  He  made  a Hole  through 
the  root,  and  leveled  his  rifle.  Simultaneously  there 
was  the  crack  of  l ilies  from  the  opposite  side.  Four 
Indians  fell,  and,  notwithstanding  their  utmost  exer- 
tions, the  fifth  escaped.  This  dog  was  of  great  ser- 
vice to  the  colonel.  During  this  summer,  most  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Valley,  or  at  least  their  families, 
had  abandoned  it.  The  men  left  usually  occupied 
their  homes,  had  signals  of  alarm,  upon  which  they 
assembled  at  some  point  agreed  upon.  Colonel  Kel- 
ly’s cabin  stood  in  front  of  the  present  building,  near 
the  spring,  at  the  present  road,  lie  was  awakened 
one  night  by  the  growls  of  this  dog.  He  had  a hole 
cut  in  the  door  for  observation,  and,  as  it  was  then 
getting  daylight,  he  could  see  something  moving 
among  the  hushes,  at  the  end  of  an  oak  log,  that  laid 
across  Spruce  Run.  On  closer  inspection  he  saw  an 
Indian.  lie  took  aim  at  a spot  above  the  log,  and 
when  the  Indian  raised  His  head,  fired.  The  ball 
passed  clear  through  his  head,  killing  him  instantly, 
lie  buried  him  himself  in  the  little  lot  by  the  spring, 
marking  the  grave  by  a large  stone,  and  kept  the 
secret  many  years,  not  telling  even  his  nearest  neigh- 
bor or  friend,  knowing  that  there  was  no  city  of  ref- 
uge to  protect  him  from  the  vengeance  of  the  next  of 
kin,  an  Indian  law  that  proves  our  common  origin. 
No  time  or  distance  overcame  it.  There  occurred 
one  ease  in  the  Valley  of  the  killing  id' an  Indian, 
which  was  avenged  many  years  after,  when  the  set- 
tler had  removed  to  Kentucky,  flic  Indian  was  ap- 
prehended, and  confessed  that  he  had  often  sought 
tile  opportunity  to  kill  I lie  man  here,  but  was  as  often 


foiled,  and  lie  followed  him  to  Kentucky,  and  (logged 
him  many  years  before  it  came. 

On  Little  J in  flit  Jo  on  the  southern  line  of  the 
township  .stands  .Jonas  I hi  licit ’s  mi  1 1,  on  the  Wil- 
liam Kohl)  survey  of  October  2b,  177.‘5,  war- 
ranted -July  lb,  177b.  On  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, 177  1,  W illiam  Hold)  and  Olive,  his  wife, 
sold  I lenry  Titzell  fifty  acres.  The  same  year 
Titzell  built  the  mills  where  he  was  assessed  in 
l77o  with  grist  and  saw-mill.  Titz.ell’s  mill 
was  a rendezvous  during  the  Revolution,  and  a 
station  of  the  defenders  of  the  frontiers. 

Titzell  never  returned  from  Cumberland 
County  after  the  great  runaway  of  1778,  and 
we  find  Neigal  Gray,  of  Northampton  County, 
in  possession  in  J78.'l,  and  a conveyance  from 
Titzell  to  Gray  on  the  5th  of  May,  178b.  Gray 
died  the  same  year,  and  his  son  John  took  the 
tract,  who,  with  -Jane,  his  wife,  sold  to  George 
Rcnigcr  on  the  18th  of  April,  17!)(i.  Kcniger 
failed.  It  was  at  one  time  owned  by  Colonel 
Aaron  Chamberlin,  who  in  1821,  tried  his  best 
to  get  the  line  of  Kelly  run  north  of  him. 
Chamberlin  sold  to  Martin  Rudy,  who  sold  to 
David  II.  Kelly,  in  1859,  and  within  a few 
years  it  was  bought  by  Jonas  Ranch,  the  pres- 
ent owner.  Neigal  Gray  was  lieutenant  colonel 
of  W illiam  Cook’s  Twelfth  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Continental  Line,  commissioned  Septem- 
ber 28,  1 77b,  and  fought  in  the  battles  in  New 
Jersey  and  at  Brandywine  and  Germantown. 
I Ie  was  cashiered  for  some  misconduct  during 
the  winter  at  Valley  Forge.  lie  removed  to 
W hite  Deer  township  in  1783.  His  son  John 
was  a well  known  character  in  after  years  in 
White  Deer. 

Across  the  meadow  from  Colonel  Aaron 
Chamberlin’s  Mill  eastward,  settled  Matthew 
Laird,  who  is  the  ancestor  of  a large  generation. 
He  came  originally  from  Ireland,  where  his  son 
James  was  born,  lie  was  a wagoner  with  Gen- 
eral Rraddoek’s  army,  and  was  in  Colonel  Dun- 
bar’s camp  when  the  news  came  back  of  Gen- 
eral Braddoek’s  defeat,  July  9,  1755.  He  says, 
“a  wounded  ollleer  was  carried  into  camp  oil  a 
sheet;  then  they  beat  to  arms,  on  which  the 
wagoners  and  many  common  soldiers  took  to 
flight,  in  spile  of  the  sentries,  who  forced  many 
to  return,  but  many  got  away,  among  them, 


■ ' 


Ifi  l.ui  . i i.l  ’ I 


el 

‘■>’i  'i  ' mi  Hi.  ••  •*»!  ’ ill'  ii.-'t  it.  i .tiii'n 


. 

, , , j „ , , , la , ..  " •'•>-*»  ■*  ••  • 


■ ' ■ ■ ■ tin  ■ • i " ' 


•i  i I . 


13  tG 


.JUNIATA  AND  SUMQIJK1J  ANNA  VATTKYS  IN  J’UNNSYL  VAN!  A. 


1 1 1 is  examinant.”  His  daughter,  Isabella  I Hack, 
was  twelve  years  old  when  lie  came  to  White 
Deer.  Matthew  Laird  died  in  August,  1X21. 
1 1 is  children  were  .James,  .John,  Isabella,  mar- 
ried to  .lames  lilaek,  Moses,  (lather  of  R.  II. 
Laird,  Fsq.,  died  November  7,  I XX.' j,  age  nine- 
tv)  who  died  in  Deny,  in  .January,  IXlti,  .Mar- 
garet, married  to  John  Blakcncy,  Matthew,  who 
died  in  Tillin,  Ohio,  Flizabeth,  and  Ann.  Mo- 
ses married  Jane  Ilayes,  and  their  son,  Rever- 
end  Matthew,  married  a Miss  Myers,  and  went 
out  as  missionary  to  Africa,  October  to,  1X33, 
dying  there,  May  I,  1 8-3-1 . Their  other  chil- 
dren were  John,  Airs.  AleCalmont,  Mrs.  .Joseph 
Millikcn,  of  Clinton  County, married  Wil- 

liam Caldwell. 

Matthew  Young  lived  on  the  ] >1  ace  known  as 
the  Gabriel  Huntingdon.  For  the  story  of  his 
daughter’s  captivity,  see  Linn’s  Annals,  lit'), 

The  ancestors  of  Judge  Alexander  Jordan 
were  earlv  residents  of  W hile  Deer;  his  grand- 
father Samuel  Jordan  lived  a little  west  of  \V in. 
Staddcn’s  firm  not  far  from  the  old  I'errv.  .Mr. 
Iticliard  Irwin,  who  died  November  21,  1X82, 
at  Franklin,  Venango  Countv,  Fa.  His  father 
removed  in  Mav,  1802,  to  ( 'herrv  tree  Market, 
Venango  ( ounty.  The  judge  was  many  years 
deputy  surveyor,  located  in  1818  in  Susque- 
hanna and  W aterford  turnpike  between  Frank- 
lin and  Meadville,  and  in  December,  1838,  was 
commissioned  by  Governor  Kitner  as  associate 
judge  of  Venango  County. 

'flic  grant  of  the  road  from  Laid  Fagle  to 
Sunbury  is  copied  here  to  show  where  the  old 
settlers  lived, — “ From  a white  oak  in  the  Nar- 
rows, between  White  Deer  and  Buffalo  "Valievs, 
two  miles  niuetv-nine  perches,  to  Smith’s  mills, 
(now  Candor’s);  thence  to  white  oak,  west  side 
of  Blythe’s  mill  (which  was  probably  nearer  the 
mouth  ut  the  creek) ; thence  to  A I eC  hi  re’s  (who 
lived  on  Blythe’s  land);  thence  to  a white  oak 
opposite  the  lower  end  of  Marcus  Hillings’ 
island,  (Alillon  bridge  island);  thence  to  a 
plumb  ill  I ’eter  Swartz’s  ( M iller’s  place);  thence 
to  a stone  at  ( 'lark’s  ( late  John  King’s);  (lienee 
to  a post  at  Robert  Fruit’s,  (I  leinly’s);  thence 
ton  postal  William  ( Irav’s  (now  Laid  ( ie<  Ides’) ; 
thence  to  Bulliilo  Creek  (where  the  iron  bridge 
now  spans  the  creek)  ; thence  to  a pine  near  the 


head  of  Derr’s  dam  ; thence  to  a pine  corner  of 
Abel  Reese’s  (i.  e.  through  the  University 
grounds,  to  Adam  Gundy  and  William  Brown’s 
corner);  thence  to  a post  at  Aurand’s  barn 
(Jenkins’);  thence  to  John  Lee’s  (Winfield) ; 
thence  to  Andrew  Gibson’s;  thence  to  the  gum 
near  Reuben  Haines’  road;  thence  down  the 
same  to  the  black  oak  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  opposite  Sunbury.” 

Djl\  John  Houston  was  the  first  resident 
physician  of  W hite  Deer,  living  near  High- 
Town. 

Schools. — W hite  Deer  township  accepted 
the  common  school  law  in  1834,  and  with 
Lewisburgh  were  alone  in  the  county.  The 
first  school  was  established  about  1800,  two  and 
a half  miles  northwest  from  New  Columbia, 
near  the  residence  of  S.  B.  Bawling.  It  was 
taught  by  John  Davis,  a one-armed  man.  The 
building  was  an  old  log  house,  with  a large 
chimney  in  the  rear.  Another  school  was 
opened  about  the  same  time,  about  half-way  be- 
tween W hite  Deer  .Mills  and  New  Columbia, 
but  the  county  being  thinly  settled  they  were 
never  open  at  the  same  time.  The  schools  In 
1 88  I had  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  pupils. 
The  names  of  the  different  schools  arc  New 
Columbia  (primary  and  grammar),  Applegate, 
Robinson,  High’s,  Lciser’s,  Ramsey’s,  Factory 
and  Furnace. 

Ni:\\  Con- m r.i a Curia  it  or  tiik  Fvax- 
gkijcai.  Curiu'ir  Association  is  the  oldest 
house  of  worship  now  in  existence  in  the  town- 
ship. It  was  erected  in  1813,  and  dedicated 
January  21,  1844,  but  has  since  been  remodeled. 
It  is  a brick  structure,  with  steeple  and  bell,  and 
is  controlled  by  a board  of  trustees,  composed  of 
Fdward  Rank,  If.  II.  Trumpfcller  and  Jacob 
N.  Rank.  'The  church  is  a part  of  the  W hite 
I )eer  circuit,  but  was  a part  of  the  old  Bulfalocir- 
euit  until  1872,  when  it  was  united  with  other 
charges  in  flic  northern  part  of  the  county  to 
form  the  present  circuit,  flic  minister  in  charge 
in  188(1,  was  the  Rev.  S.  Smith,  who  was  the 
successor  ol  the  Rev.  S.  F.  Ream. 

Among  (lie  first  members  of  the  association 
at  this  point  were  Squire  John  Rank,  David 
Stenningor,  Michael  I (oilman,  John  F.  Riehart, 

I Josep  I,  Wall  s iiis  and  John  High.  At  present 
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ill  unit  one.  hundred  persons  belong,  mid  (he 
ilmi'eh  is  in  ;i  prosperous  condition.  I he  num- 
1 m r of  inenihei's  is  one  hundred  mid  twenty.  The 
church  trustees  are  Lot  I rate,-!.  X.  Bunk,  -John 
Clemens,  S.  C.  Ranch  and  lenos  Bennage. 

Tut;  Dili.  Methodist  I' i • is<  < > i > a r, ( J i i a i * i : i , 
ill  New  Columbia  was  Imill  in  IS, Si,  and  was 
named  in  honor  o!  its  lounder,  the  preacher  in 
charge  of  the  work,  the  venerable  Rev.  II.  G. 
Dill.  It  is  a neat  frame  building  and  has  in- 
viting surroundings.  Father  Dill  preached  in 
the  chapel  three  years,  when  the  Rev.  -f.  F. 
ICerlin  became  his  successor.  The  membership 
h small  but  vigorous. 

AY  i lit  it  Dele  Cnuia’ir,  of  the  Evangelical 
Association,  was  built  in  187(1  at  a cost  of  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars.  The  present 
trustees  are  Jacob  Farley  and  F.  \Y.  Bergan- 
stock.  The  number  of  members  is  twelve.  The 
pastors  of  the  White  I )eer  Circuit , of  which  this 
church  is  a part  since  LS72,  have  been  as  bil- 
lows : 

\Y.  IT.  Davis  from  March,  1872,  to  1X7-'!. 

George  Hunter  from  March,  1 S 7 •' > , to  1874. 

E.  Ivohr  from  March,  1874,  to  187-1. 

P.  Mr.  Kaklabanjdi  from  March,  187-1,  to  187b. 

,1.  .It.  1’rader  from  March,  187b,  to  1879. 

G.  W.  Currin  from  March,  1879,  to  1882. 

G.  E.  /clnicr  from  March,  1882. 

After  three  months’  service.  G.  E.  Zehner  resigned, 
and  was  succeeded  by  \V.  II.  Lilly  who  served  till 
March,  3884;  I).  W.  Miller  from  March,  1884,  to 
1 -SS-I ; S.  P.  ltemer  from  March,  1885,  to  188b,  and 
Samuel  Smith,  appointed  March,  18,8(1. 

B F.T  1 1 EL  P 1 : MS  I ! VTI-:  I : I A X ClI  K K( ' 1 1 .—I ll  1 88  1 
a number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Rulfalo 
Cross-Roads  Church  withdrew  to  form  a sepa- 
rate congregation,  and  to  establish  a place  of 
worship  more  convenient  to  their  homes  in 
kelly  and  White  Deer  township.  Matthew 
Laird  and  Andrew  MeClenachan  were  chosen 
the  first  ruling  elders,  and  a building  spot  was 
selected  upon  the  farm  of  the  latter,  in  the 
southern  part  of  W hile  Deer,  near  the  kelly 
line.  I [ere  a small  brick  church  was  built,  in 
which  worship  was  maintained  a number  of 
years,  usually  in  connection  with  the  mother 
church.  Elder  McClonachan,  removing  to  the 
west,  the  congregation  lost  one  of  its  most  ac- 
tive members,  and,  as  the  number  had  never 


been  large,  services  were  held  with  less  frequency 
each  year,  until  they  were  entirely  abandoned, 
many  years  ago.  The  house  was  allowed  to 
decay,  and  long  since  passed  into  ruins. 


BfOGRAPIlICAE  SKETCHES. 


MOSKS  YOU KK. 

Mr.  Yoder  was  born  on  April  1,  1810, 
in  Oley  township,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  where  his 
forefathers,  who  came  from  Germany  nearly  two 
hundred  years  ago,  first  settled  and  are  still 
represented.  1 1 is  grandfather,  Samuel  Yoder, 
was  the  father  of  five  children, — Maria,  born 
1750, died  1812;  George, born  1752;  Peter, born 
17(i-‘>;  David,  born  17(15,  died  January,  1820  ; 
Abraham,  born  17G8.  David  was  a carpenter 
and  cabinet-maker,  and  had  a large  business,  in 
proper  connection  with  which  lie  was  extensively 
known  as  a maker  of  pianos,  one  o!  these  in- 
struments being  in  use  in  the  home  of  1 >r.  Piper, 
of  Milton,  Pa.,  many  years,  lie  married  Cath- 
arine High,  who  bore  him  ten  children,  viz.; 
Joshua  married  Elizabeth  Brown  (both  de- 
ceased; they  had  two  boys  and  four  girls);  Sam- 
uel married  Sarah  Mackey  (both  deceased;  they 
had  two  boys  and  one  girl);  David;  Moses,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  ; Beniville;  Isaac  married 
Deborah  Fowler,  who  bore  him  one  daughter 
(he  has  since  deceased) ; Aaron;  Eliza;  Blache 
married  Jeremiah  Tavlor  and  lias  borne  two 
boys  and  two  girls;  Anna  married  Frederick 
Dersliam  and  bore  one  boy  and  one  girl  (they 
are  now  deceased).  David  Beniville,  Aaron  and 
Eliza  all  died  young. 

Moses  Yoder  accompanied  bis  parents  to 
Union  County  in  1815,  they  settled  in  "White 
Deer  township  and  purchased  some  sixty  acres 
of  land;  subsequently  laying  out  the  village 
of  New  ( Mlumbia  and  selling  off  the  lots  at  very 
reasonable  figures  to  induce  settlers  to  locate. 

David  Yoder  was  a highly-respected  and  pro- 
gressive citizen  and  died  in  182(i,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  until  I S 15. 

fhe  primitive  schools  of  that  period  were 
opened  to  Moses  Yoder,  and  he  received  their 
full  benefit  until  the  death  of  his  father,  which 
occurred  w hen  he  was  but  fourteen  years  old. 
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Thus  necessitated  to  strike  out  for  himself’,  he 
worked  upon  :i  farm  at  six  dollars  a month  for 
seven  months.  A few  winters  were  spent  in 
coopering,  and,  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  lie  went 
to  mason- work  on  the  Pennsylvania  ( Jana  I,  then 
in  course  of  Construction.  I becoming  a master- 

mason,  he  carried  on  the  business  successfully 
over  twenty  years. and  laid  the  foundation  for 
his  noticeable  success.  I tesirous  of  a less  arduous 
life,  he  entered  upon  a mercantile  career  with 


to  all  matters.  In  1<S72  he  was  appointed  post- 
master by  a Republican  administration,  although 
always  a Democrat,  without,  solicitation, and  has 
since  occupied  such  position.  In  1875  he 
was  nominated  by  his  party  for  register  and  re- 
corder of  the  county,  but  was  defeated  in  the 
strong  Republican  county,  receiving  much  more 
than  his  party  strength,  although  making  no 
personal  effort. 

lie  was  married  to  Flizabcth  Ranck  in  1834. 


John  Datosman,  and,  after  two  years’  experience, 
became  partner  with  that  gentleman  in  Watson- 
town.  He  then  bought  and  ran  the  canal-boat 
“ Datosman  A:  Voder  ” one  season,  after  which 
he  spent  some  time  prospecting  in  the  West;  re- 
turning from  whence  unsatisfied,  he  settled  in 
Black  Mole,  Lycoming  ( 'ounty,  Ra.,  store-keep- 
ing, wherein:  remained  eight  years.  In  1<S(5 1 lie 
made  a final  change,  purchasing  the  store  build- 
ings and  business  at  White  Deer  .Mills,  and  has 
since  continued  there,  giving  personal  attention 


She  died  November  23,  1848,  without  issue, 
and,  mi  July  28,  1854,  he  married  Mrs.  Nancy 
Ann  Van  Wagner  (once  Fowler),  the  fruit  of 
this  union  being  Kate  Date-man,  born  May  7, 
1855.  Mrs.  Yoder  was  born  February  21, 1818, 
her  parents  being  James  and  Ann  (Craft)  Fow- 
ler. Janies  Fowler  was  a builder  and  well- 
known  engineer,  having  run  the  first  engine  on 
the  present  l’hiladelphia  and  Frio  Railroad,  lie 
died  in  1X58. 

On  December  27,  1x7(1,  Kate  Date-man 
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Yoder  was  married  to  Cyrus  I joinbaeh,  and  lias 
1 xtrne  him  two  children,  as  follows  : Merle 
Yoder,  liorn  January  li,  1878;  Mabel  Inez,  born 
duly  1 d,  1881. 

Mr.  Yoder  joined  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
1815.  Now,  at  the  age  of  seventy-live,  he  is 
fairly  hale  and  hearty  and  carries  on  a large 
general  store  trade  in  hjs  own  buildings  to  keep 
himself  active  and  show  others  what  may  he 
done  when  a life  has  been  well  spent,  i le  enjoys 
the  respect-  and  esteem  of  all  and  is  a worthy 
citizen  and  friend. 


Wl  t.f. I A M ST  A 1)1)  K\. 

The  original  members  of  this  race  most  prob- 
ably came  from  Holland.  They  located  on 
Muddv  Kun,  about  two  miles  north  ol  Mil- 
ton,  Northumberland  County,  as  early  as 
1 772,  where  their  family  was  raised — three 
brothers,  Samuel,  'Thomas  anil  \\  illiam  — about 
a half-mile  above  its  mouth.  William  Stadden, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  there  born, 
lived  as  a farmer,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  his 
days,  there  died.  He  was  married  to  Mary 
White,  wdio  bore  him  five  children,  of  whom 
John  was  the  eldest,  born  January  21,  1791. 
He  too,  was  a farmer,  and,  after  doing  his  duty 
in  the  War  of  1812-14,  passing  through  that 
eventful- period  without  harm,  he  settled  down 
to  till  the  soil.  He  was  an  honorable  and  es- 
teemed citizen  and  married,  April  12,  1814, 
Jane,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Sample,  who 
was  horn  February  fi,  1791.  Her  grandfather, 
John  Sample,  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  and  after  serving  his  country 
through  those  dark  days  settled  down  to  farm- 
ing, and  was  murdered  by  the  Indians  in  May, 
177!),  his  wifi-  falling  a victim  to  the  blood- 
thirsty savages  at  the  same  time.  His  son 
John  was  made  a prisoner  on  this  occasion,  but, 
fortunately,  was  rescued,  and  subsequently  took 
part  in  the  War  of  1812-11.  John  and  Mary 
Stadden  had  eight  children — William  and  Mary, 
twins,  horn  February  28, 1815.  William,  our  sub- 
ject. Mary  married  James  Dollar;  five  children 
living  ; she  died  during  summer  of  1870.  John 
Sample,  horn  January  8,1817  ; died  December  (i, 
18  17.  James,  born  August  25,  1818;  married, 


first,  Ann  Waldron,  and  had  two  children  ; sec- 
ond, Rachel  Waldron  and  one  child  ; third, 
Susan  Knox;  he  now  resides  at  Centroville, 
Mich.  Robert,  born  November  0,  1820;  mar- 
ried Jane  Ramsey  and,  with  two  children,  resides 
at  Williamsport,  Fa.  Isaac,  born  March  11, 
1822,  who  married  a Western  lady  and  is  a resi- 
dent of  Jacksonville,  Ivan.  FJizabeth,  born 
March  5,  1825;  married  William  Savidge  and 
bore  three  children,  being  burned  to  death 
through  acoal-oil  accident,  which  occurred  in  the 
fall  of  1870.  'Thomas,  born  September  2,  1827  ; 
married  a Mrs.  Waterman  and  now  lives  at 
Wadesville,  Va.  John  Stadden  died  October 
28,  1874,  aged  eighty-three  years,  nine  months, 
seven  days,  having  survived  his  wife,  Jane,  who 
died  January  9, -1828.  John  Stadden  married 
1 i is  second  wife,  Flizabeth  Boush,  April  14, 
I 83b;  had  seven  children,  four  of  which  are 
still  living, — Margaret,  Sarah,  George  and  Jane. 

Mrs.  W illiam  Stadden  is  traced  to  the  sturdy 
Scotch,  a race  which  has  done  so  much  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State  and  given  so  many  promi- 
nent men  to  the  councils  of  the  nation.  Her 
grandfather,  David  Ireland,  came  from  Scot- 
land with  his  wife,  Leonora  Murray,  and  pur- 
chased a large  tract  of  land  on  the  Limestone 
Run,  Northumberland  County.  'They  had  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  David  was 
the  youngest.  He  married  Sarah  Teitsworth 
and  had  issue, — David  L.,  born  1808;  married 
Martha  Hayes,  had  one  daughter  and  died 
April,  1873.  Sarah,  born  1815;  married 
William  Stadden  February  4,  1841.  Eliza 
Ann,  born  1817  ; died  in  1845. 

Immediately  after  marriage,  in  1841,  Mr. 
Stadden  removed  to  Union  County,  where  he 
has  since  remained,  attending  to  his  farm  inter- 
ests. 'This  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  ten 
children  as  follows  : An  infant,  died  before  nam- 
ing. Eliza  Jane,  born  July  G,  1843;  died  in 
infancy.  Mary  Ellen.  Martha  Ann,  married 
Z.  T.  Mart/.,  wlmdi  ed  in  1877,  leaving  her  with 
three  children,— William  Stadden,  born  De- 
cember 2G,  1870;  Elizabeth  May,  born  August 
G,  1872;  Nellie  Taylor,  born  March  3,  1878. 
David  Ireland,  born  January  13,  1850;  mar- 
ried Annie  Kohler  and  has  one  child,  Margar- 
etta  Ireland,  and  now  resides  in  Clearfield 
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County,  Pa.  John  Augustus,  born  May  20, 
1852;  married  Isabella  Black  anti  has  three 
children, — Vera  Black,  born  .April,  1.877  ; Wil- 
liam Alexander,  born  May  30,  1870;  Harriet 
Matilda,  born  August  11,  1882;  they  reside 
near  I lie  homestead.  Sallie  Te  its  worth,  born 
•September  2 1 , 1851;  married  Ephraim  Engle- 
man  and  has  borne  live  children, — William, 
Mabel  Stadden,  Jennie,  Nellie  and  David  Le- 
lioy  ; they  reside  in  Hall  County,  Neb.  Eliz- 


Mr.  Stadden  has  generally  declined  to  accept 
political  ollicc,  though  he  has  been  prevailed  upon 
to  allow  himself  to  be  elected  to  the  responsible 
township  position  of  school  director,  which  he 
has  Idled  acceptably  over  twenty  years,  during 
which  time  several  school-houses  have  been  erect- 
ed ; was  also  overseer  of  the  poor  lor  six  years  and 
supervisor  for  the  term  of  two  years,  lie  devotes 
his  attention  to  farming  and  is  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  his  associates  and  fellow-citizens 


abeth  Adda,  born  November  29,  1850;  mar- 
ried James  Black  and  has  borne  two  children — 
Clara  Stadden  and  Isabella  ; they  reside  in 
Rockford,  111.  Clara  Lenox  and  Harriet,  the 
latter  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stadden  are  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Milton,  and 
have  belonged  to  that  denomination  about  fifty 
years.  Over  twenty-live  years  ago  he  was 
elected  elder  of  his  church,  and,  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  that  body,  will  so  remain 
while  life  shall  last. 


as  a progressive,  just  and  public  spirited  man, 
of  whom  it  is  said  by  many,  “ lie  is  one  of  our 
most  highly-regarded  citizens.”  In  polities  the 
family  has  always  been  Republican. 


K.  U.  I ’A  W LINO, 

Back  to  the  pleasant  fields  of'  Old  Lngland 
this  family  traces  descent,  the  great-grandfather 
having  left  that  country  some  years  before  the 
Revolution  and  settled  in  Chester  County,  Pa. 
J I is  son,  Joseph,  removed  to  what  is  now  Sny- 
der County  early  in  the  nineteenth  century, 
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and  bought  some  1 on r hundred  acres  of  land 
near  Selin’s  Grove,  and  creeled  buildings  to 
carrv  on  the  combined  business  of  farmer  and 
holel-kccjier.  lie  married  twice,  and  by  the 
first  wife  had  one  son,  John,  who  wool  West, 
and  whose  descendants  now  live  in  Kentucky. 
After  her  death  he  married  Mary  Shannon 
and  had  four  sons  and.  four  daughters.  From 
this  family  .sprung  the  late  Judge  II.  U.  Ross, 
president-judge  of  Montgomery  County,  his  I 


Margaret  C.  Weaver,  born  March  17,  1831, 
who  bore  Margaret  S.,  Allen  Francklm,  Jeffer- 
son Samuel,  Nora  Flizabeth,  Melinda  J.,  Tdali 
G.,  and  Anna  S.,  and  died  Jttnuary  Id,  1880; 
John,  born  October  21,  1822,  married  Barbara 
Gemberling,  born  March  31,  1831,  who  bore 
West  W.,  Sarah  Id.,  Christopher  G.,  Mary  L., 
Idn 1 1 na  h'.,  ( 'atharinc  J.,  Bertha  A., -Mice  it. 
and  Melinda  R. ; Jane,  born  June  15,  1825, 
married  Lewis  Gemberling  and  died  October  1, 


mother  being  a Pawling.  Samuel  was  the 
eldest  son  by  the  second  marriage,  born  Febru- 
ary 9,  1794.  On  January  24,  1815,  he  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Woodling,  born 
February  5,  1797,  who  bore  him  eleven  chil- 
dren,— Harriet,  born  December  31,  1815,  mar- 
ried David  School),  and  died  in  1840;  Maria, 
born  December  4,  1817,  married  David  Schocli 
(second  wife),  and  died  November  2,  1870; 
Susan,  born  February  25,  1819,  married  Jacob 
llilbish;  Levi,  born  July  27,  1820,  married 


185G  ; Samuel  Benjamin,  our  subject;  Rebecca, 
born  December  25,  1830,  married  James  Biehl ; 
Angeline,  born  September  22,  1834,  married 
Benjamin  Ulrich;  Charles  W.,  born  May  31, 
1 837,  married  Lydia  C.  Long,  who  bore  Charles 
W.  and  Cora  E.,  all  now  deceased;  Lewis  L., 
born  December  10,  1839,  married  Amanda 
Schocli,  born  June  1,  1844,  who  bore  him 
Albert  S.,  Samuel  J.,  Emanuel  E.,  S.  Alice  and 
Della  E. 

The  father  of  this  family  died  November  23, 
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1X71,  being  nearly  eighty-one  years  of  age, 
having  enjoyed  a wedded  life  of  sixty  years, 
lliswifc  survived  him  until  October  1),  1SS3, 
and  left  behind  fifty-five  grandchildren,  forty 
great-grandchildren  and  one  great-great-grand- 

CD  CD  r~i  CD 

child,  in  all  one  hundred  and  seven  direct  de- 
scendants. 

(Samuel  Benjamin  Pawling  was  born  near 
Selin’s  ( f rove  September  I 1,  1828.  lie  re- 
ceived a common-school  education  and  remained 
on  the  farm  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage 
to  Leah,  daughter  of  John  and  Alary  I [oilman, 
on  January  18,  1X58.  One  child  was  born  of 
this  union,— James  Calvin,  born  November  8, 
1X58,  and  died  May  2D,  1X55.  Airs.  Pawling 
was  not  long  spared  to  the  family,  she  dying 
February  II,  1 So”).  Me  next  married  Miss 
Sarah  Jane,  daughter  of  Judge  James  Marshall, 
on  November  20,  1856,  the  union  being  blessed 
with  the  following  children:  James  Marshall, 
born  July  21,  1857,  and  married  Miss  Mary 
Catharine,  daughter  of  N.  C.  Lohr,  on  Febru- 
ary 7,  188  I (one  child  has  been  born  to  this 
marriage,  Edna  Lohr, born  December 25,  1884); 
Elizabeth  Jane;  Samuel  Albert,  born  February 
8,  1800,  died  April  28,  1875,  his  last  words  be- 
ing, “Jesus  is  here;”  Sarah  Agnes,  born  June 
4,  1802,  died  May  27,  1865;  John  Correy, 
born  February  8,  1805,  died  June  11,  1805. 
The  mother  died  A Lay  21,  1805,  Death  thus 
taking  (he  mother  and  two  children  within 
t hree  weeks  I mm  the  ell  eels  of  d i pht  heria,  wh  ile 
the  remaining  three  children  were  only  spared 
through  the  care  and  intelligent  efforts  of  the 
father  and  physician. 

Air.  Pawling  again  entered  the  bonds  of 
matrimony  on  May  15,  1800,  marrying  Aliss 
Hester  Ann,  daughter  of  lienjamin  Long,  born 
September  5),  1820.  Prom  this  union  has  re- 
sulted two  sons, — I lurry  Jackson,  born  February 
25,  1807,  and  West  Clide,  born  February  20, 
1870. 

lie  moved  to  Mnion  County  in  1858  and  to 
the  present  residence  In  the  spring  of  1857. 

I I is  I i le  has  been  devoted  to  in  I el  ligent  farming 
and  a success  has  been  carved,  gathering  to- 
gether three  very  fine  farms  comprising  some 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  among 
other  possessions,  lie  has  invariably  declined 


to  accept  political  preferment,  esteeming  his 
farming  interests  more  important  for  the  welfare 
of  his  descendants. 

Mis  abundant  means  have  always  been  at  the 
request  of  his  worthy  fellow-citizens  and  his 
hand  has  been  open  and  free.  In  religious 
matters  he  has,  from  an  early  day,  been  con- 
nected with  the  Lutheran  Church,  part  of  the 
years  as  deacon,  during  which  time,  in  1877,  the 
congregation  erected,  largely  through  his  gener- 
ous aid,  St.  John’s  Church,  at  White  Deer,  a 
handsome  and  commodious  structure. 

At  this  writing  the  church  is  being  remodeled 
and  his  purse  has  again  been  called  into  use. 
He  is  a generous  giver  to  kindred  matters  and 

o o 

is  held  in  high  esteem  and  regard. 


.lACOli  I'A  IJI.KV,  KS(J. 

W hen  the  tocsin  sounded  the  call  “to  arms,” 
and  the  colonists  were  gathering  themselves  to- 
gether for  the  struggle  with  the  mother-country 
in  1776,  Caleb  barley,  a young  scion  of  an  old 
and  prominent  New  Jersey  family  residing  in 
Tewksburv  township,  Hunterdon  County,  threw 
himself  into  the  breach  and  served  bravely 
throughout  the  days  which  tried  men’s  souls. 
Me  bore  commission  as  first  lieutenant  when  lls- 
war  closed,  immediately  after  which  he  married 
Charity  Pickle,  and  came  into  I nion  Countv, 
Pa.  Mere  he  became  a farmer  and  improved 
various  tracts  ol  land,  which  he  afterwards  lot 
through  the  entry  of  previous  claims.  Me  then 
purchased  what  was  known  as  the  David  Cup- 
pies  tract,  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  on  the  White  Deer  Mountain,  where  lie- 
lived  and  raised  eight  children,— Charity,  John, 
Jacob,  Barbara,  Catharine,  Elizabeth,  Abraham 
and  Sarah.  He  died  prior  to  the  year  1840,  aged 
ninety-three  years,  his  wife  following  him  a 
few  years  later. 

Abraham  Farley,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  1785),  in  W hite  Deer  township,  and 
followed  farming  all  his  days.  Me  married 
Kebekah  (born  March  15),  180 1),  daughter  ot 
.Michael  Wolfe,  of  East  Bullalo  township,  on 
March  2!),  1824,  and  had  children  as  follows: 
Charity,  died  in  infancy;  Caroline  married 
Daniel  Wolfe,  and  has  two  girls  and  one  boy  ; 
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Michael  married  Hannah  liny,  and  lias  two 
Im\-;  Abraham  married  Susan  Sehrack,  and 
li.i'  twelve  children  ; < 'atharine  died  in  infancy  ; 
>arali  married  David  Voiicida,  and  had  seven 
alii Idreii  ; John  married  Mary  Crown,  and  has 
l\vn  hoys  and  two  earls;  Jacob  (subject  ol  onr 
do'lcli) ; Flizabeth  and  \\  ilson,  both  ol  whom 
< I its  I in  infancy.  Alter  marriage,  Abraham 
I'arley  bought  a farm  in  Cast  Buffalo  township, 
and  lived  there  until  187b,  when  lie  died,  bis 


be  has  taken  time  to  answer  the  demands  of  the 
onerous  position  ol  justice  of  I lie  peace,  to  which 
he  was  elected  in  1881,  and  which  he  has  tilled 
with  signal  ability.  He  has  often  been  called 
u | ion  to  act  as  administrator  of  estates,  and  lias 
gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  honorable, 
impartial  man  and  oflieial.  .Although  a Demo- 
crat and  opposed  by  two  oilier  members  ol  that 
party,  and  in  a township  averaging  seventy-live 
Republican  majority, ’Squire  Farley  was  elected 


wife  surviving  until  August  27,  1 878,  when  I to  the  office, — a fact  speaking  volumes  as  to  the 
>he  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  Jacob.  Jacob  1 esteem  of  his  fellows. 

Farley  was  born  in  Fast  Buffalo  township  on  | I le  was  married,  June  I,  18(58,  to  Miss 
January  27,  18  12.  Like  so  many  of  (hose  who  j Mary  F.  Frown,  elsewhere  mentioned,  and  the 
have  attained  prominence  in  after  years  appar-  following  children  now  gladden  their  home: 
cully  through  the  soundness  of  an  early  training,  Sarah  Ann,  born  January  7,  1809;  Flias 
lie  recei.ved  the  education  a Horded  by  the  coin-  Jacob,  born  January  7,  1871  ; Francis  Nathan, 
inoii-sehool  system,  and  added  largely  by  close  born  October  31,  1872;  (Abed  Brown,  born 
observation  and  practical  experience.  1 1 is  days  j September  21,  187-1;  Mary  Catharine,  born 
have  been  devoted  to  farming,  to  which  he  has  January  7,  1877;  Benjamin  Franklin,  born 
added  the  successful  culture  of  tobacco,  though  1 December  I,  1878;  Until  Fli/.abeth,  born 
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March  lb,  I 880  ; Mahcl  Rebecca,  horn  Febru- 
ary G,  1882. 

The  grandfather  ol’  Mrs.  Farley,  Abraham 
Hrmvn,  was  born  in  Fast  Buffalo  township,  and 
li\'(‘(!  a farming  life,  dying  in  18(18,  having  at- 
(ained  some  eiglifv-live  years.  lie  had  six 
children,  of  whom  Flias  was  (he  second  son. 
Flias  Brow  n married  Mary  Gephart  and  had 
issue  as  follows  • Mary  F.  (Mrs.  Farley),  born 
July  (i,  BS  10 ; Sarah  Louisa,  now  deceased; 
Melinda  A.;  Catharine  married  William 
Grooyer,  and  has  borne  him  three  bovs — Ben- 
jamin ().  (married  Jennie  I luminel,  and  has  one 
boy)  Francis  and  Abraham  G.  Mr.  Brown 
still  resides  in  Fast  Bulliilo  township,  on  a fine 
farm  located  at  Martiusburg. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Farley  are  valued  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Association  Church  at  White 
Deer  Mills,  and  he  has  been  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday-school  since  its  organization,  in 
I STS.  Previous  to  their  removal  to  the  present 
residence,  in  .1871,  and  since  his  early  manhood, 
Mr.  Farley  had  been  identified  with  the  Salem 
Church,  and  for  years  acted  as  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  superintendent,  and  has  always 
manifested  great  interest  in  religious  and  edu- 
cational matters,  doing  his  utmost  to  benefit  the 
younger  generations  and  the  people  by  whom  he 
is  surrounded. 


C II  A PT  F R X I. 

WEST  BUFFALO  TOWNSHIP.1 

Tin:  township  of  Buffalo  was  formed  when 
Northumberland  County  was  erected,  in  1772. 
Ids  territory  was  reduced  at  different  times  by 
the  erection  of  townships,  and  was  in  1 7(J2  vet 
too  large  for  convenience  of  the  inhabitants.  In 
1701  a petition  was  sent  to  Northumberland 
Comity  Court  asking  for  a division  of  the 
lownship.  In  accordance  villi  ( h is  rcipiest  I he 
court,  at  (he  January  sessions,  1 7!)2,  appointed 
William  1 rwin,  Samuel  Dale,  John  Thompson, 
Christopher  Bold)’,  Benjamin  Millerand  I hairy 
Pontius  as  viewers  to  examine  the  township, 
and,  if  dc.-irable,  to  divide  if.  They  performed 

1 By  I!.  V.  B.  Lincoln 


! I heir  duly  and  laid  out  a dividing  line  as  follows  : 
Beginning  at  two  gum  saplings  on  ihe  south 
bank  of  the  Spruce  Run,  at  the  line  of  White 
Deer  and  Buffalo  townships,  a little  west  of 
Daniel  Rengler’s  old  saw-mill  ; thence  south  to 
ihe  head  of  the  spring  at  Andrew  Pontius’ 
(afterwards  John  Sices,  and  now  pari  of  the 
estate  ol  lion.  Isaac  Slcnker,  deceased);  thence 
down  Sweitzer  Run  to  ils  mouth  at  Penn’s 
Creek.  All  of  Buffalo  town-hip  west  of  (In- 
line was  organized  as  West  Bulfilo  township. 
Its  original  boundaries  have  been  changed  bv 
the  erection  of  the  fown.-hips  of  Hartley,  Lime- 
stone and  Lewis,  all  of  which  have  been 
successively  carved  out  of  its  once  extensive 
territory.  Li  1 TDD  Ihe  officers’ surveys  were 
made;  they  extend  through  the  whole  length  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  township,  along  the 
turnpike,  and  are  about  a mile  in  length  from 
north  to  south.  'The  southeast  survey  in  the 
township  was  awarded  to  Captain  Timothv 
Green;  this  survey  embraced  the  Roekey 
(Thomas)  mill-site  and  all  the  land  in  the  town- 
ship south  of  that  and  east  of  Millliuburg.  In 
1770  Jacob  Fought  bought  of  Captain  Timothy 
Green  two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres,  including 
the  forks  of  Buffalo  Creek,  and  built  the  fir.-t 
mill  there  in  1771.  By  1781  it  had  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Joseph  Green,  who  is  assessed  with 
a grist  and  saw-mill  here,  and  also  one  on 
Penn’s  Creek,  in  the  present  territory  of  Lime- 
stone township.  By  act  of  June  LI,  1777, 
Fought’s  was  made  the  place  of  holding  the 
elections  for  the  Third  Election  District  of  the 
county  of  Northumberland  ; said  election  dis- 
trict wras  composed  of  the  townships  of  White 
Deer,  Buffalo  and  Potter.  In  1788  the  election- 
house  for  Buff  do  was  changed  to  Andrew  Bill- 
mycr’s  (about  two  miles  we-t  of  Lew  isburgli), 
now  Lesher’s.  The  mill  property  afterwards 
became  Thompson’s,  and  in  the  spring  of  1781) 
passed  into  the  possession  of  W illiam  Roekey. 
It  remained  in  the  Roekey  family  over  half  a 
century,  and  (lien  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Major  Charles  II.  Shriner.  About  187b  lie 
sold  it  to  C.  W . Thomas,  the  present  owner. 

Captain  Timothy  Green  also  sold  to  Peter 
Sellers,  or  Zellers,  two  hundred  acres  east  of  the 
Fought  land,  which  he  moved  upon  and  occu- 
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pil'd  in  I 788.  The  next  officers’  tract  west  of 
Captain  ( } real’s  is  the  Ensign  Poster  tract,  two 
hundred  and  I’ortv-six  acres,  the  southern  por- 
tions of  which  arc  now  within  the  hounds  of 
the  borough  of  M illlinburg.  George  Rote  had 
Ixcoine  the  owner  of  it  and  lived  on  it  before 
1775,  at  which  time  lie  had  thirty  acres 
cleared.  In  1781  two  .of  ii  is  children,  George 
.nnl  Rhode,  aged  about  twelve  and  fourteen 
years  respectively,  were  captured  at  or  near 
their  home  (Mifllinburg)  by  the  Indians.  They 
were  separated,  but  both  taken  into  the  region 
of  country  ruled  by  the  celebrated  I ndian  chief 
Cornplantcr.  They  remained  in  captivity  until 
peace  was  proclaimed,  when  they  were  liberated 
and  came  back  to  their  home.  George  Rote 
died  in  175*7.  1 1 is  sons  were  Peter,  Jacob, 

< leorge,  Abraham  and  John.  His  sons-in-law 
were  John  Kessler,  Michael  Short/,  Adam 
Colpet/er,  Joseph  I 'ltz,  Frederick  Bartg.es  and 
James  Ben,  the  latter  the  husband  of  Kliody, 
who  had  been  a prisoner  with  the  Indians  for  a 
couple  of  years.  Fart  of  the  Rote  property  was, 
in  175)7,  laid  out  in  town-lots -and  called  Green- 
ville; also  Rotestown  or  Rhodestown.  It  is 
now  embraced  in  the  borough  of  Mifllinburg, 
being  that  part  of  the  borough  east  of  Snod- 
grass’ corner  or  east  of  Third  Street. 

Ensign  Me M ecu's  tract,  two  hundred  and 
forlv-eight  acres,  was  next  west  of  the  Ensign 
Eo,ter.  It  was  all  embraced  within '(he  bounds 
of  the  borough  of  M illlinburg,  as  incorporated 
in  1827.  Next  west  of  M illlinburg  was  the 
Lieutenant  Askey  tract,  which  Captain  John 
Clark  owned  and  lived  on  as  early  as  1775,  at 
which  time  he  had  fifty  acres  under  cultivation. 
West  of  the  Askey,  which  was  one  hundred  and 
sixty-one  perches  wide,  came  the  Captain  Irvine 
tract,  six  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres.  ( ’hris- 
toplier  Ilenney  was  Captain  Irvine’s  (General 
James  Irvine,  of  (he  Revolution)  tenant  here  as 
early  as  1775,  and  remained  such  until  1782, 
when  he  removed  to  Centre  County,  and  died 
there  in  175)0.  Hugh  \\  ilson,  the  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  A.  G.  Curtin  and  Hon.  John  B.  Finn, 
moved  there  in  the  spring  of  175)1  and  kept 
tavern  there  for  two  years,  when  he  moved  to 
Colonel  Hartley’s  place, (now  John  Verger’s),  in 
Ilartleton.  Mr.  Wilson  was  succeeded,  in 


175)8,  by  John  Klcekner,  who  took  one-half  of 
the  tract;  Solomon  Klcekner,  who  took  one- 
fourth  ; and  John  I loover,  a brother-in-law  of 
the  K leek ners,  who  took  the  other  fourth  of 
the  six  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres.  Solo- 
mon was  a clock-maker,  and  his  fourth  was  on 
the  east  side  of  the  tract.  The  house  in  which 
he  lived  is  still  standing  along  the  north  side  of 
the  turnpike,  a little  east  of  Yutx’s,  but  has 
been  uninhabited  during  the  last  few  years.  He 
afterwards  became  the  owner  of  the  western 
fourth,  whereon  his  son  George  lived  until  his 
death.  After  the  death  of  George  if  was  sold 
to  William  Foster,  in  1885. 

John  Klcekner  kept  the  tavern  vacated  by 
Hugh  Wilson,  and  the  tavern  continued  to  be 
kept  there  by  him  or  his  son  David  until  about 
1840.  He  also  had  a distillery  in  operation  a 
part  of  the  time.  His  sons  were  George,  Jo- 
seph, Anthony,  David,  Elias  and  Daniel.  Of 
these  Anthony  in  early  manhood  settled  near 
Loganville,  in  Sugar  Valley,  Clinton  County, 
where  his  father  had  large  landed  interests  and 
where  he  built  the  first  mill  in  what  is  now 
Greene  township,  Clinton  County,  where  he  died 
in  1800.  John  Klcekner  died  in  1889,  a^ed 
eighty-nine  years.  His  sons,  David  and  Elias, 
succeeded  him  in  the  ownership  of  the  farms, 
and  they  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Kleckncr 
family. 

Next  west  of  Captain  Irvine’s  tract  was  the 
Lieutenant.  Stuart  tract,  three  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  Robert  Forster  owned  it  in  1814; 
now  owned  by  S.  E.  Shoemaker  and  Charles 
I ’oyer. 

West  of  the  Stuart  was  the  Lieutenant  .Mc- 
Alister tract,  three  hundred  and  forty  acres.  In 
1809  John  Hayes,  surveyor,  is  taxed  with  one- 
half  of  it.  Mr.  ITayes  was  well  known  in  his  day 
as  a surveyor,  and  before  his  settlement  on  the 
McAlister  trad  had  lived  a little  north  of  Lcw- 
isburgh,  on  what  is  now  the  PaulGeddes  place. 
He  came  there  in  175)8  from  Dauphin  County, 
Fa.;  was  born  February  14,  1705,  and  was  the 
second  of  eleven  children.  He  dealt  largely  in 
timber  lands,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was 
a large  holder  of  mountain  lands.  He  was  for 
many  years  deputy  surveyor  for  Union  County, 
and  died  May  10,  1844,  aged  seventy-nine 
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years.  1 1 is  sons  were  Robert  G.  II.,  David, 
W illiam,  Joseph  ami  .lames.  John  Hayes,  his 
sons,  Robert,  ( « . II.  Hayes  and  David  Hayes, 
and  Calvin  M.  Haves,  a son  of  David  ITayes, 
were  all  surveyors,  and  all  in  turn  have  been 
eountv  surveyors  and  justices  of  the  peace. 

A tier  tin*  death  of  dolin  1 1 ayes  the  old  I laves 
farm  passed  into  (lie  hands  of  his  son,  Robert 
G.  II.  I laves,  also  a justice  of  the  peace  and 
surveyor,  and  after  his  death,  in  1854,  to  his 
son,  John  Hayes,  who,  after  a few  years,  sold 
it  to  Jacob  Striekler,  the  present  owner. 

The  west  half  of  the  Lieutenant  McAlister 
tract  was  owned  by  Thomas  Forster,  who  was  a 
lieutenant  in  Captain  Clarke’s  company  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  He  died  June  1,  1804, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Lewis  grave-yard.  Wil- 
liam  Forster  and  John  Forster,  who  afterwards 
removed  to  Hartley  township  and  died  there, 
were  bis  sons.  The  Lieutenant  Thomas  Forster 
place  was  sold  by  the  heirs  of  Forster  to  Geo. 
Kleckner,  one  of  the  sons  of  John  Kleekncr,  and 
after  his  death  became  the  property  of  John  P. 
( Vonimiller,  Esq.,  of  Mifflinburg,  to  whose  es- 
tate it  now  belongs,  he  having  recently  died 
(1884).  Next  west  of  the  Lieutenant  McAlis- 
ter, which  was  the  most  western  of  the  tracts 
included  in  the  “officers’  survey,”  was  the  Da- 
vid Johnston  tract,  surveyed  August  20,  17G9. 
This  survey  includes  the  Reiser  farm  (for  a 
long  time  known  as  the  Youns  farm)  and  some 
of  the  Mench  farms  in  Lewis  township.  North 
of  the  McAlister,  Stuart  and  Irvine  surveys 
were  the  Christian  Sharraek,  James  Johnston 
and  Samuel  Davies,  made  in  1770  and  1771. 
North  of  the  two  latter  and  the  Lieutenant 
Askey  were  Captain  John  Loudon’s  lands,  on 
Cold  Spring  Run  and  north  fork  of  Buffalo 
Creek,  surveyed  in  August,  17G9,  in  the  names 
of  John  Ferrymen,  Thomas  Gilbert  and  Ger- 
shom  Silvers.  ( ‘aplain  Loudon  was  one  of  the 
..ole  I 'life  in  lie  love,  lop,  nioyinis  llcie 
in  1 1 1 e spring  'll  1/72.  I lw  following  sketch 
of  hi  m i ■:  I a I.  ci  i I roll  i In  n n “ A n i i.a  I - of  1 >11  I- 
falo  Valley,”  pages  31  I and  81  o,  published 
1877. 

“ Captain  John  Loudon  died  at  his  residence 
near  M illlinburg,  in  February,  1798.  His  par- 
ents were  Richard  Loudon  and  Patience 


Wright  (married  by  Friends’  ceremony,  June 
5,  1728),  of  Hemplield  (now  Columbia)  Fa. 
He  was  bom  duly  5,  1780;  married  March  27, 
1700,  by  Thomas  Barton,  missionary  at  Lan- 
caster. As  early  as  1750  Mr.  Shippen  recom- 
mends him  for  a commission  as  ensign. 

“He  was  an  inn- keeper  at  Lancaster,  in  .1  line, 
I 770,  and  during  this  year  took  up  a great,  deal 
of  land  in  Buffalo  Valley.  The  land  on  which 
Northumberland  now  stands  was  patented  to 
his  wife,  Sarah,  in  1770,  and,  in  connection  with 
William  Patterson,  he  laid  out  that  town. 
Reuben  Haines  made  an  addition  to  it,  January 
19,  1781,  of  land  sold  him  by  Loudon  in  1775. 
Li  the  spring  of  1772  he  moved  into  Buffalo 
Valley,  residing  at  a place  lie  called  Silver 
Spring,  afterwards  sold  by  his  executors  to 
George  Roush  in  1808,  now  owned  by  Levi 
L.  Shoemaker.  His  wife  died  previous  to  the 
year  1775,  as  during  this  year  he  signed  deeds 
alone,  and  it  appears  by  a letter  dated  the  18th 
of  July,  1775,  to  Captain  Loudon,  at  that  time 
in  the  field,  that  his  five  children  were  with  his 
mother’s  family  at  Hempfield.  His  promi- 
nence in  political  agitations  prior  to  the  Revo- 
lution will  be  seen  by  the  correspondence  of 
that  period,  published  under  those  years,  and 
what  he  said  in  the  Cabinet  he  was  not  afraid 
to  make  good  on  the  field  of  battle.  As  soon 
as  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
reached  the  country  he  enlisted  a companv  of 
ninety-seven  men  and  set  off  for  Cambridge. 
After  his  return,  on  November  7,  177(5,  he  was 
elected  a member  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  State,  from  Northumberland 
County,  serving  for  one  year.  lie  owned  an 
immense  body  of  land  during  his  life,  embrac- 
ing nearly  the  whole  of  West  Buffalo  township, 
besides  large  quantities  now  lying  in  Centre 
and  Northumberland. 

“Dr.  W.  J.  Wilson  (of  Potter's  Mills)  told 
me  I hill,  when  n boy  Ic  niton  saw  ( apliun 
Loudon  at  the  Buffalo  ( 'io-s- Roads  Chureli. 
lie  wore  a cocked  lint,  blue  coal,  bull  vest  and 
breeches,  silver  knee  and  shoe-buckles.  lie 
married  the  second  time.  II  is  will,  dated  No- 
vember 10,  1797,  named  his  wife,  Ann,  and  two 
daughters — Susan,  married  to  Samuel  V right 
(grandfather  of  Samuel  W right,  of  Columbia, 
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I’ii.);  CiilliariiH',  1 1 n 1 1 i;i ri'ic«{ — ami  llirct1 
rliildren — John  Loudon  Stake,  Charlotte  and 
Cathai'ine  Stake.  lie  left  an  annuity  to  his 
brother  Richard,  who  died  unmarried.  Captain 
koiidon’.s  ehildren  by  lii.s  first  wife  were  Marga- 
ret, Susan,  Patience,  James  and  Catharine.  Mar- 
garet married  J.  Slake;  Susan, Samuel  Wright, 
above-named  (their  child,  the  late  John  L. 
Wright);  Margaret’s  children  were  Charlotte 
and  Cathai'ine  (Charlotte,  married  J.  Quest; 
Catharine,  A.  Chenowith).  Loudon  Stake 
never  married  and  that  name  became  extinct. 

“■Captain  London's  remains  were  conveyed  to 
Columbia,  and  buried  in  the  old  burying- 
grotind.  Mrs.  Wright  (mother  of  William 
Wright,  of  Harlem,  Stephenson  County,  111.), 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Paselnd  Lewis,  ol 
llulfalo  Valiev,  now  in  her  eighty-first  year, 
sivs  that  her  lather  and  mother  went  part  ot 
the  wav,  the  day  of  the  funeral,  from  Loudon’s  ' 
house  to  the  river,  or  possibly  to  Penn’s 
Creek;  that  alter  Captain  Loudon’s  death 
his  slaves  were  brought  over  from  his  farm 
and  left  part  of  them  at  Robert  Rarber’s  (at 
White  Spring)  and  part  of  them  at  her  father’s 


as  Robert  Barber  was  ready  to  start  down  with 
an  ark  or  a rail  to  Columbia. 

“They  had  been  slaves  previous  to  1780,  and 
the  voting  ones  were  still  in  their  apprentice- 
ship, and  as  his  estate  was  bound  to  take  care 
of  the  older  ones,  Samuel  Wright,  his  son-in- 
law,  set  apart  forty  acres  for  their  habitation 
and  maintenance,  on  the  east  side  of  Columbia 
and  back  from  the  river.  Among  these  were 
Chine  and  I’hillis.  Cldoe  was  a regular  Congo 
ingress.  Phillis  died  a few  years  ago,  aged 
one  hundred  and  five  years.  John  C.  Watson 
said  that  on  the  day  of  the  funeral  Buffalo 
Creek  rose  very  much  and  they  could  not  get 
over  it  with  I he  collin,  when  ‘Mel,’  Captain 
Clarke’s  slave,  shouldered  (he  collin  and  went 
over  the  loot-log  with  it  on  his  shoulder.” 

North  of  the  Loudon  lands  the  surveys  were 
made  in  1771,  and  still  farther  north  a block" 
of  surveys  was  made  in  17Mb.  In  the  central 
part  ol  the  township,  on  Rapid  Run,  and  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Forest  Mill,  a number  ol  sur- 
veys were  made  in  August,  I7(i!t,  and  settle- 


ments were  made  there  soon  after.  Among  the 
early  settlers  in  that  neighborhood  was  Jacob 
Grozean  or  Grosong,  commonly  called  “ French 
Jacob.”  In  177b  he  is  assessed  with  forty-nine 
acres  of  cultivated  land ; his  place  was  for  a 
long  time  afterwards  known  as  I rebel  ling’.-, 
and  was  near  the  entrance  to  the  Brush  Valiev 
Narrows,  through  which  an  Indian  path  passed. 
There  is  a large  spring  not  far  above  the  en- 
trance to  Brush  Valley  Narrows,  which  still 
goes  hy  the  name  of  the  “Frenchman’s Spring” 
from  the  fact  that  Grosong  is  said  to  have 
concealed  himself  in  the  thickets  near  by  when 
pursued  and  searched  for  by  the  Indians. 
Some  time  between  1770  and  177’J  lie  built  a 
small  log  mill  there.  In  the  spring  of  1780  a 
skirmish  took  place  at  this  mill  between  an 
armed  patrol  of  (he  settlers  and  a hand  of  In- 
dians. This  patrol  passed  from  place  to  place 
in  defense  of  the  settlements,  and  more  especial- 
ly of  the  mills,  and  was  nearly  at  the  mill  when 
attacked  hy  the  Indians.  Four  of  the  patrol 
were  killed  in  this  attack,  viz. : John  Forster, 

Jr.,  George  Ftzweiler,  Jr.,  James  Chambers 
and  Samuel  McLaughlin.  John  Forster  was  a 
brother  of  Major  Thomas  Forster,  ol’  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  and  uncle  of  Captain  John  Fors- 
ter, of  M illlinburg,  and  of  William  Forster,  of 
Hartley,  etc.  James  Chambers  was  a son 
of  Robert  Chambers,  and  an  uncle  of 
James  Chambers,  of  AI  illlinburg,  and  of 
Joseph  Chambers  and  Benjamin  Chambers,  of 
Limestone  township.  James  Chambers  and 
John  Forster  are,  without  doubt,  buried  in  the 
Lewis  grave-yard;  some  accounts  say  that  all 
four  of  the  men  slain  are  buried  there  along- 
side of  Patrick  Watson  and  his  mother,  who 


at  nearly  the  same  time.  Other  accounts  have 
it  that  they  were  buried  on  a bluff  overlooking 
Penn’s  Creek,  about  a mile  west  of  New  Berlin, 
where  some  of  the  lirst  settlers  are  buried. 
William  Fisher,  the  grandfather  of  James,  John 
and  David  R.  Crossgrove,  of  Limestone  town- 
ship, and  who  resided  where  James  Crossgrove 
lately  lived,  made  a narrow  escape  in  this  at- 
tack. As  he  was  running  into  the  mill,  lie 
stumbled  and  fell  into  the  door,  and  the  bullet 
intended  for  his  head  struck  a log  of  the  build- 
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i no-  in  line  with  his  hood,  niul  remained  for  a 
1 o n <_*■  till)**  imhoddod  t hero. 

O 

This  old  mill,  as  long  as  it  .stood,  showed  the 
marks  made  l>v  the  bullets  on  the  occasion  of 
this  light  with  the  Indians.  I ’Tench  Jacob 

subsequently  got  into  a lawsuit  involving  the 
title  to  his  location,  and  being  worsted  in 
his  suit,  he  rode  home  from  Sunbury  the  same 
night,  and  immediately  dismantled  his  mill,  re- 
moving the  wheels  and  all  the  machinery  to 
another  site  farther  down  the  run,  and  in  1782 
rebuilt  it  on  the  site  of  the  lleisli  mill  (now 
Wagner’s),  near  Forest  Ilill,  and  added  a saw- 
mill in  178b.  In  L7D3  he  sold  to  Enoch 
Thomas,  and  moved  into  Centre  County,  not 
tar  from  the  present  village  of  Lemont,  and  from 
there  went  Vest.  In  171)7  fliomas  sold  to 
Christopher  Johnson,  and  he,  in  1808,  to  John 
Hollert.  The  property  in  course  of  time  be- 
calm1 lteish’s,  who  remained  the  owner  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  carried  on  a distillery  in 
connection  with  the  mill.  The  mill  is  now 
owned  by  Samuel  IT.  Wagner.  The  distillery 
is  not  in  operation  there,  but  the  business 
of  distilling  is  carried  on  by  Air.  James  K. 
licish  at  another  place,  between  Forest  I lill  and 
Cowan,  it  being  the  only  establishment  of  the 
kind  in  the  county. 

After  the  discomfiture  of  French  Jacob  in  his 
lawsuit  at  Sunbury,  and  the  consequent  abrupt 
removal  of  his  mill  machinery,  a man  named 
Henry  Snvdcr  fitted  up  some  kind  of  mills  at 
French  Jacob’s  original  location,  and  about 
1810  sold  to  Captain  John  IJergstresser,  who, 
in  1814,  is  assessed  with  three  houses,  a stable, 
a still-house,  a grist-mill,  saw-mill,  oil-mill  and 
fulling-mill  on  the  premises  ; he  also  kept  store 
there.  The  location  and  history  of'  the  'prop- 
erties at  the  entrance  to  the  narrows  leading 
from  Buffalo  Valley  to  Penn’s  Valley,  and 
from  Bnllalo  Valley  to  Brush  Valley,  are  very 
much  alike;  both  were  on  (lie  highways 
of  trade  and  travel,  both  had  substantially  the 
same  kind  of  improvements  and  business  and 
both  are  now  nearly  as  silent  as  (he  grave. 

Henry  and  ('on rad  Mizener  were  settlers  as 
early  as  1780,  not  far  from  Forest  Hill.  Adam 
Mizener,  who  resided  where  the  late  Hamel 
Pontius  formerly  lived,  was  in  this  year  taken 


prisoner  by  Indians,  and  remained  in  captivity 
about  a year  and  a half  . I le  afterwards  removed 
to  one  of  the  Western  States.  The  last  of  the 
Mizeners  in  Union  County  was  David  Mizener, 
who,  about  fifty  years  ago,  taught  school  in 
Milllinburg,  Hartleton,  White  Springs  and 
various  other  places  in  those  neighborhoods. 
He  subsequently  became  a Methodist  itinerant 
preacher  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 

David  Watson  settled  in  the  township  as 
early  as  178.!  ; he  was  the  son-in-law  of  Captain 
John  Clarke,  and  lived  on  the  farm  for  many 
years  past  known  as  Sclumcker’s.  He  died, 
February  21,  1813.  David,  John  C.  and  Wil- 
liam, of  West  Buffalo,  were  his  sons.  John 
Watson,  of  West  Buffalo,  and  David  Watson, 
of  Miff  inburg,  are  his  grandsons — sons  of  Wil- 
liam Watson. 

Between  1825  and  1880  a man  named  Sliel- 
lenberger  built  the  mill  north  of  Miffinburg,  on 
a branch  of  Buffalo  Creek  ; lie  sold  it  a few  years 
afterwards  to  John  Van  Buskirk  and  went 
West.  After  the  death  of  Van  Buskirk  it  was 
bought  by  John  Plank,  afterwards  by  C.  II. 
Shriner,  who  erected  a distillery  there,  which 
was  short-lived.  Henry  Cast,  of  MifHinburg, 
was  the  next  owner,  and  lie,  in  1852  or  there- 
abouts, sold  it  to  William  Young,  the  present 
owner. 

In  181-1,  John  Charles  had  a saw-mill,  card- 
ing— mill,  etc.,  on  the  north  branch  of  Buf- 
falo Creek,  at  or  near  the  site  of  the  present 
Fdlcman  mill;  afterwards  a man  named  Rceser 
owned  the  same  property  ; lie  sold  to  Waggo- 
ner, who  built  the  mill  and  sold  the  property  to 
Edleman.  In  the  same  neighborhood,  about 
1840,  John  Clapham  erected  a woolen-factory, 
and  continued  the  business  of  manufacturin'' 

O 

woolens  until,  about  1805,  the  building  ami 
machinery  were  destroyed  by  lire.  It  was  not 
rebuilt. 

The  following  is  a list,  of  all  the  inhabitants 
of  West  Bulfalo  township  in  the  year  1700. 
West  Bulfalo  at  that  lime  included  all  of  I mile- 
stone, Lewis  and  Hartley. 


< leorge  A ntliony. 
William  Armstrong. 
William  Adamsmi. 

I >aniel  Ammonium. 


Oliediah  Allen. 

< 'hrislo|)hel'  iiocl  have. 

George  Bceli. 

Jacob  Bruner. 
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UNION 


.fob n I’miHT. 

Jaeoh  (Inin. 

•Inliii  Brown. 

(leorge  (tray. 

Christian  Brown. 

John  Itynian. 

William  Black. 

.tonal  hail  1 folnies. 

Frederick  Beigli. 

Rolierl,  1 1 ol  lues. 

Michael  Barthes. 

Jaeoh  1 1 ousel. 

.lames  Ben. 

.Marlin  llulisel. 

1 leorge  Books, 

Fra  ncis  1 [ami  lion. 

.1  oh ii  Banter. 

Daniel  llumler. 

Henry  Bole. 

J iih ii  llelnum. 

I’eter  Buckalew. 

John  1 1 iekson . 

(leorge  Buhl). 

Thomas  i lull. 

William  Bovoard. 

John  llovcs. 

.1  • ill  ii  Buyers. 

1 lenry  1 feiulrieks. 

ICimlier  Barton. 

Adam  llumler. 

.1 1 ise| ill  ( ’larke. 

Janies  hidings. 

.lob n ( 'annuity. 

William  hidings. 

William  ( six. 

John  Irwin. 

( 'onrad  Christ. 

( Christopher  Johnson 

< 'onrad  (Joon. 

Benjamin  Jones. 

1 lurid  Clay. 

A lexander  Kennedy. 

John  ( 'wiser. 

John  Kemple. 

.fob it  Clark. 

David  Kelley. 

1 leorge  ( lodernuin. 

John  Kleekner. 

Joseph  ( 'lark . 

1 lenry  lx  ester. 

A nt bony  ( 'larney. 

l’eter  Kesler. 

Kdivard  ( 'rawford. 

John  Kesler. 

William  Crawford. 

John  Kesler. 

Llavid  Ooderinan. 

Peter  K ester. 

William  Carnes. 

Solomon  Kleekner. 

Jacob  (Joderm.in. 

Michael  Lyman. 

liobert  Chamliers. 

Henry  1 aingahaugli. 

Mary  Chamliers. 

• lull n Leiglitv. 

benjamin  Chamliers. 

John  London. 

Ludwig  Dersham. 

Adam  Laitghlin. 

.loti n Dreishaeli. 

Paschal  Lewis. 

Christian  Derr. 

.1  aeoh  M athias. 

James  Duncan. 

James  Moor. 

William  Douglass. 

1 1 enry  .Moore. 

John  Karnhart. 

Patrick  Mcttlen. 

John  Km  cry. 

Adam  Mizener. 

Nathan  Evans. 

Conrad  .Mizener. 

IVlor  Finery. 

John  Mitchell. 

John  Emery. 

Bastian  M iller. 

Abel  Kveret. 

Philip  Mann. 

Jaeoh  Fry. 

1 lenry  Metzger. 

Thomas  Forster. 

Jaeoh  .Metzger. 

Robert  Forster. 

Andrew  Means. 

Henry  h'oiigh. 

Samuel  Mathers. 

1 hoinus  Ford. 

.John  McLain. 

I’eter  Fisher. 

1 1 ugh  jM e( hilehcn. 

Stephen  Fiddler. 

A lexander  .Met  1 rady. 

Thomas  Frederick. 

Alexander  MeOally. 

1 atdwig  ( ielgeli. 

Hugh  McMu  rl  lie. 

Nathan  ( iliicn. 

Henry  Noll. 

1 1 eii ry  < tray. 

William  Neel. 

Adam  Gctehey. 

A hel  < ) wens. 

Jaeoh  ( last. 

Andrew  Pontius. 

John  ( Hover. 

1 lenry  Pontius. 

COUNTY.  1 


A mlrew  Pont  ins,  .1  r. 

Peter  Shriller. 

liobert  Peterson. 

M eleliior  Smith. 

Henry  Piper. 

M iehacl  Shirt z. 

Michael  Peters. 

William  Snook. 

( i onrgo  Bay. 

1 aubvig  Sniil h. 

Jacob  Boekey. 

1 >a v id  Sin i lie 

John  Biiiriek. 

1 1 en ry  Sliriner. 

Andrew  Bieliev. 

Joshua  Spencer. 

Williain  Boekey. 

1 >av id  Tate. 

John  Boekey. 

.1  ames  Tlioni pson. 

(leorge  Bote. 

Luoeli  Thomas. 

Peter  Boyer. 

( iodl’rey  l itlleiuaii. 

Mary  Reed. 

1 >avi<l  Tibbies. 

Nicholas  Iteeily. 

George  Trippv. 

( diaries  Boss. 

Jaeoh  Wise. 

Peter  Bote. 

( llirislopher  Wagner. 

.Michael  1!  idahailgli. 

Jaeoh  Welker. 

John  Reznor,  .1  r. 

William  Welker. 

John  Beznor,  Sr. 

Benjamin  Williams. 

George  Beznor. 

John  Wigdon. 

John  Bote. 

1 1 ugh  W i Ison . 

Jaeoh  Rote. 

David  Wilson. 

George  Rote. 

( kitharine  Wirehaugh 

Hugh  Reznor. 

Nicholas  Wirehaugh. 

Baltzer  Rliinemaelier. 

John  Winklcpleeh. 

( 'Ii l ist i :i i i Spangler. 

Joseph  I II/. 

John  Spangler. 

John  Hit/. 

.1  aeoh  Slum ke. 

John  Morgan. 

James  Skiler. 

George  Youngnian. 

Nicholas  Sample. 

Thomas  Youngnian. 

William  Stotan. 

Elias  Youngnian. 

John  Sliroek. 

Christian  Young. 

John  Smith. 

Peter  Zellers. 

Nicholas  Shriller. 

Frederick  Zipporneeh 

Sinyle 

I'rccinen. 

Aaron  Barnes. 

John  Hunter. 

Joseph  ( 'hanihers. 

Alexander  Love. 

Moses  ( kiruthers. 

Jaeoh  Moore. 

John  ( 'rotzer. 

John  Moore. 

J ames  I )nnean. 

David  Met ’alley. 

Joseph  Emery. 

Jacob  Rockey. 

Schools.— Of  the;  car/j/  schools  it  is  dillicult  to  get 
;mv  very  reliable  in  formation  ; lint  about  the  year 

I XUO  there  Avert*  t Inee  school-houses  in  that  part 
of  ()ld  Ihilfalo  township  now  embraced  in  the 
bounds  of  West  Bullalo  township.  One  was 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Joseph  King,  another 
on  I w\  i I j.  Shoemaker’s  farm  (now  occupied  by 
his  son  Charles  L.)  and  the  other  at  Forest 

II  ill — all  log  buildings  with  benches  for  seats. 
Hubert.  Taylor  and  a man  named  Fvans  are 
named  as  some  ol  the  teachers  of  that  day. 

At  the  election  held  In  ISA  I,  when  the  vole 
was  taken  on  accepting  the  free-sehool  system, 
the  vote  of  West  Duflido  township,  which  at 
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1 1 1 ; 1 1 I ime  also  included  Limestone,  was  almost  ' 
unanimously  against  (Ik;  new  system,  the  vote  1 
bciiw:  Against  school,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  ; lor  school,  seven  ; majority  against 
school,  one  hundred  and  ciglitv.  Me  to  re  three 

years  had  elajised  a great  revulsion  or  change  ol 
public  sentiment  appears  to  have  taken  place, 
tor  at  the  election  of  1 8-17  schools  had  the  ma-  I 
jority,  and  the  directors  proceeded  to  build  new 
school-houses  and  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  putting  the  schools  in  operation. 
New  plank  houses,  lined  with  boards  on  the 
inside  and  weather-boarded  on  the  outside,  with 
board  desks  and  scats  with  aisles  between  them, 
were  built  at  Forest  Hill,  at  the  Loudon  or 
Kaulfman  sub-district  and  at  the  Pike,  above 
Mifliinburg.  A school-house  had  been  built,  I 
some  vears  before,  at  the  Red  Bank,  which 
was  at  this  time  purchased  by  the  directors 
and  remodeled.  In  1 SB  If  the1  free-school  sys- 
tem was  voted  down,  and  again  accepted  in 
IS  11.  In  ISoO  the  citizens  of  a neighborhood  j 
in  the  west  end  of  the  township,  nick-named 
“ Hardscrabble,’’  built  a plank  house  by  sub- 
scription, at  the  same  time  paying  their  taxes  1 
also,  the  late  Jacob  Strickler  giving  the  lot  j 
without  was-.  The  school  board  then  took  pos- 
session of  the  premises  and  provided  a teacher. 

About  the  same  time  the  board  built  a school- 
house  on  the  north  bank  of  Mulfalo  Creek, 
about  one-fourth  of  a mile  west  of  Rockey’s 
(now  Thomas’)  mill,  and  near  to  the  dam,  the 
house  taking  for  a while  the  name  of  “ Boekey’s 
Dam  School-House.”  As  this  name  seemed  to 
savor  of  profanity,  it  has  since  been  changed 
into  the  more  euphonious  one  of  the  “('reek 
School- 1 1 otisc.”  At  the  time  of  the  commence-  j 
ment  of  the  free  schools  good  teachers  were 
scarce.  The  rod  had  not  yet  lost  its  supremacy 
as  the  principal  part  of  the  school  apparatus. 

About  1 Aid  the  board  built  a large  brick; 
school-house  at  Forest  Hill,  on  the  old  lot  con- 
taining an  acre  ol  ground.  This  house  is  in  line 
. . ! 
condition  now,  and  at  one  time  more  than  one 

hundred  pupils  were  enrolled  there.  To  relieve  j 
this  overcrowded  condition  ol  the  school  at 
Forest  Hill,  the  board  ol  187.5 — consisting  ol 
John  Watson,  president ; S.  G.  Grove,  secretary : I 
Samuel  Kciscr,  treasurer;  and  Peter  Kimple,  | 


Daniel  Spoils  and  Robert  Jodon — after  careful 
investigation  and  mature  consideration  of  the 
subject,  decided  to  build  an  additional  school- 
house  on  land  belonging  to  John  Miller,  about 
a half-mile  west  of  (he  mouth  of  the  Mrusli 
Valle)’  Narrows.  Air.  .Miller  was  an  extremely 
old  man,  somewhere  in  the  eighties,  but  reso- 
lutely refused  to  allow  a school-house  to  be  put 
on  his  premises.  The  board  offered  him  lifty 
dollars  for  a quarter-acre  of  comparatively  bar- 
ren land,  which  he  rejected  with  disdain.  The 
land  of  Mr.  Miller,  being  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  the  only  eligible  place  for  the  new  school- 
house,  they  were  compelled  either  to  abandon 
the  building  of  the  school-house  at  that  point  or 
to  obtain  the  land  by  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main given  them  by  the  law. 

The  board  applied  to  the  court  for  viewers  to 
give  title  and  assess  damages  sustained  by  Mr. 
Miller.  Viewers  were  appointed,  examined 
the  premises  and  reported  thirty-live  dollars  as 
the  damages  due  to  Mr.  Miller,  which  he 
sturdily  refused  to  take  as  long  as  he  lived,  sav- 
ing that  he  had  sold  no  land,  and  would  not 
take  pay  for  what  he  had  not  sold.  His  repre- 
sentative, after  death,  was  not  so  scrupulous,  and 
took  the  pay.  The  house  built  here  is  of  plank, 
weather-boarded  and  plastered,  and  furnished 
with  board  desks  and  good  blackboard.  The 
school  records  call  it  the  “ Miller  School,”  but  il 
is  also  frequently  called  the  “Centennial 
School.” 

I n 1 878  the  Pike  School-house  ot  1SJ7  was 
torn  down  and  a new  brick  school  building 

o 

erected  in  its  stead;  the  school  lot  was  also  en- 
larged at  a cost  of  sixty-four  hundred  dollars. 
J’he  house  is  furnished  with  the  Keystone  school 
furniture. 

In  1880  a similar  one  was  built  lor  the 
Kauffman  School,  and  in  1 882  another  one,  a 
little  larger,  was  built  at  the  creek,  near 
Thomas’  dam.  In  188  1 another,  still  larger, 
was  built  at  “ Hardscrabble,”  sometimes  called 
“ Strickler’s,”  and  now  ( I 88(»)  another  is  under 
contract  for  Red  Rank. 

About  four  hundred  pupils  are  enrolled  in 
(he  schools  of  West  Mullido. 

Foiikst  I In,!.. — l util  about  1817  or  1848 
there  had  been  nostore  for  the  retailingof  general 
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merchandise  within  the  bounds  ol’  West  Pullalo 
township.  There  was  also  no  post-oi  l ice  and 
no  church  williin  il.  Al  1 1 1 is  ti n it;  Ammon  II. 
I, ill/,  a young  merchant  ol"  M illlinlun g,  omi- 
reivud  the  idea  of  establishing  a store  on  (lie 
mad  between  Prush  Valley  Narrows  and  Puf- 
I’alo  ( Voss-Koads,  al  (lie  point  w here  the  road 
fmm  the  Rockey  mill  intersects  I he  Prush  Val- 
ley road.  lb,'  established  his  store,  and  had  a 
sn  Idler-shop  and  tailor-shop  in  operation, 
when,  in  1850,  the  United  States  government 
established  a post-olliee  there  and  called  it 
Forest  Hill,  Mr.  Lutz  being  the  first  post- 
master. It  was  on  a mail-route  from  Lewis- 
burgh  to  Prush  Valley,  on  which  the  mail  was 
carried  two  or  three  times  a week  each  way. 
After  a few  years’  trial  Mr.  Lutz  left  Forest 
Hill,  his  venture  there  not  having  proved  a 
financial  success.  A store  has,  however,  con- 
tinued to  be  kept  there  until  the  present  day. 

In  IS 5 7 Lev, Samuel  Creighton,  the  Method- 
ist preacher  in  charge  of  Milllinburg  Circuit, 
commenced  preaching  in  the  Forest  1 1 ill  .School- 
lmuse,  and  aroused  an  intense  interest  in  re- 
ligious n Hairs  in  (hat  community,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  building  of  a Union  Church  there, 
in  which  preaching  has  been  had  every  two 
weeks  from  that  time  on,  by  the  minister  in 
charge  of  the  M i 111 i 1 1 Ling  Circuit,  it  is  also 
regularly  used  by  the  Lvangelicals  and  Luther- 
ans. 

BIOC  Li  API  I ICAL  SKETCH. 


DAVID  KLHCKNHI!, 

As  indicated  by  the  name,  the  k leckner  family 
are  of  Herman  origin.  Their  ancestor,  John 
K leckner,  Sr.,  was  horn  in  WTirtemherg,  ( ier- 
maiiy,  Aug.  I'd,  1750.  W hen  Iwo  years  old  his 
parents  emigrated  to  the  New  W orld  and  settled 
in  Northampton  (,'ounly,  Pa.  Me  resided  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  of  age  and  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade.  The  family  at  one  time  were 
driven  from  their  house  hy  the  Indians,  and  it. 
is  st ill  known  that  two  of  l lie  children  remained 
hidden  for  two  days  under  the  (hreshing-lloor. 
lie  married,  in  1 7 7S,  Anna  P>.  ICoeli,  who  was 
horn  in  Northampton  County  May  (!,  1700.  She 

Mi 


was  t he  daughter  of  daenh  and  Sarah  Koch.  In 
I 785  lie  i novel  I into  the  I hdfalo  Va I ley  and  bought 
ol  Colonel  I )avis  si  x hundred  acres  of  laud,  which 
was  then  an  unbroken  wilderness.  W hi  n not 
engaged  in  blaeksmil liiug  he  spenl  his  lime  in 
clearing  up  his  land,  lie  built  a good  house 
and  out-buildings,  which  he  turned  into  a way- 
side  inn  or  tavern  when  the  wants  of  the 
travelers  in  his  section  made  it  necessary  for 
some  one  to  keep  a public-house.  Jle  also  en- 
gaged in  distilling,  and  (he  products  of  his  still 
were  hauled  by  teams  to  Philadelphia.  Jn  pol- 
itics Jic  was  a Democrat.  lie  belonged  to  the 
Lutheran  Church,  while  his  wife  was  a member 
of  the  Herman  Reformed  Church.  He  died 
September  21,  1839;  his  wife  -Inly  It,  1819. 
Roth  are  buried  in  the  Milllinburg  Cemetery. 
Their  children  were  .Daniel,  John,  Joseph, 
Christina,  Elizabeth,  Anthony,  lkirbara,  Mar- 
garet, George,  Fli  and  David.  All  are  dead 
but  the  last  named.  David  K leckner  was  born 
on  the  home  farm  in  the  Pullalo  Valley,  Au- 
gust. 1,  1802.  lie  .remained  with  his  father  on 
the  homestead,  going  to  the  country  schools 
during  the  winter  months  when  his  services 
wen;  not  needed  elsewhere.  W hen  old  enough 
he  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  with  teams  hauling 
the  product  of  still  and  iarm,  seventeen  davs 
being  consumed  in  making  the  trip.  < )n  his 
return  he  brought  back  provisions  and  sneli 
goods  as  were  needed  by  the  people  ol  that  day. 
On  the  8th  day  of  June,  IN29,  lie  married 
M iss  Usllier  Wingerl,  who  was  born  in  Pern 
township,  Perks  County,  December  15,1810. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Pern)  Wingert,  whose  ancestors  also  came  from 
Germany.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1829,  Mr.  K led  viler  came  into  possession  of 
three  hundred  acres  of  the  original  six  hundred 
acre  tract,  on  which  he  remained  until  1 8 ( > • 1 . 
lie,  like  his  father  before  him,  was  larmcr,  dis- 
tiller and  tavern-keeper.  In  the  year  last 
named  he  moved  into  Milllinburg,  where  lie 
has  since  resided  and  w here  he  intends  to  pass 
the  remainder  of  liis  days,  lie  is  a Democrat, 
but  never  was  a politician.  I le,  like  his  mother, 
is  a member  of  t lie  Reformed  Church,  of  which 
he  has  been  a deacon  twenty-three  years  and  an 
elder  many  years.  He  is  now  in  his  eighty- 
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fourth  year,  passing  away  t Ik;  oven-time  of  life, 
happy  in  being  surrounded  by  children,  grand- 
children and  friends,  and  in  the  knowledge  that 
his  life  has  been  well-spent  and  that,  of  him 
only  good  words  are  spoken.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
K leekner  have  been  born  children  as  follows: 
Anna  I!.  M.,  born  July  .‘>0,  1831  ; Annie,  lb, 
October  dU,  1832;  Sal  lie,  April  8,  JB.'II  ; Kli/.a- 
bef I),  October  18,  1 885  ; Maria,  April  I f,  1837; 
Christiana,  February  3,  1839;  Emma,  June  29, 


the  same  year  went  to  Ottawa,  Kansas,  where 
she  is  successfully  practicing  her  profession. 
Mr.  K leekner  has  seven  daughters  living,  twen- 
ty-five grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchil- 
dren. Mrs.  Klcckncrdicd  November  2(5,  I8(il. 


C II  A DTK  II  XII. 

M U 111 l.1 

Tilt;  built-up  portions  of  the  borough  ol 


1 810  ; Esther  S.,  February  2 f,  1 843 ; and  Lottie,  j 
November  2,  18  15.  Knowing  the  need  of  an 
education  himself,  Mr.  K leekner  provided  his 
daughters  with  at  least  good  eommon-sehool 
educations.  Five  of  them  were  teachers  in  pub- 
lic schools,  while  another  one,  Sal  lie,  graduated 
at  the  Women’s  Medical  College  of  Philadel- 
phia. She,  in  18C2  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  M ifllinburg,  and  was  in  time  able 
to  live  down  the  prejudice  against  lady  doctors. 
In  1880  she  purchased  of  15.  Harvey  the  drug- 
store; she  sold  it  in  188  I to  Dr.  J.  Klecknerand 


Mifflinburg  are  on  the  southern  ends  of  the 
Ensign  Foster  and  the  Ensign  MeMecn  sur- 
veys ; the  present  cemetery  is  on  the  Elias 
Youngnian  survey.  The  Ensign  Foster  and 
MeMecn  surveys  were  sub-divisions  of*  the  large 
officers’  survey  made  on  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  days 
of  March,  1709,  by  William  Mat  day,  deputy 
surveyor-general.  On  his  field-notes  he  mark’s 
the  south  line  of  the  Captain  (Jreen  and  part  of 
the  Captain  Bucher  survey-. 
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Elias  Yoiingman  look  up  1 1 1 e tract  on  which 
die  cemetery  is  located,  and  it  was  surveyed  for 
him  .1  line  ‘dO,  I 70  1.  George  Koto,  or  Kliodes, 
owned  the  Ensign  Foster  tract,  of  two  hundred 
and  Ihrty-six  acres  in  I 7 7 5,  when  it  was  assessed 
a->  cull i vated  land.  The  Ensign  MelMeen  tract  j 
nl’ two  hundred  and  lorty-cight  acres  was  as- 
sessed to  111 i a s Yomjgman  in  I 7 <S  I as  nneiilli- 
\ated.  Mr.  Yoiingman  became  a resident  ol 
the  site  of  M illlinburg  in  1783;  he  resided  in  j 
'In rhut  township  before  moving  into  Bullido 
Valley,  .and  in  1777  his  name  appears  as  one 
of  the  grand  jurors  of  Northumberland  County. 
In  1792  lie  laid  out  a town  which  for  many 
wars  was  called  “ Youngmanstown.”  It  ex- 
tended from  Third  Street  westward.  At  Third  | 
Street,  which  was  the  east  end  of  the  town  laid 
out  by  Mr.  Yoiingman,  there  is  a bend  in  the 
main  street  of  the  town  (Chest  nut  Street).  From 
that  point  eastward  another  town  was  laid  out, 
in  1 7 5 • 7,  under  the  direction  of  George  Kote,  j 
which  he  called  “Greenville/’  but  it  was  known  j 
in  common  parlance  as  “lihodestown.”  In  1827 
these  two  towns  were  incorporated  into  a bor-  j 
(High  and  called  Milllinburg,  in  honor  of 
Thomas  Mitllin,  the  first  Governor  of  the  State  j 
under  the  Constitution  of  1790. 

Lot  No.  Go,  on  which  stands  the  handsome  j 
residence  of  J.  A d.  Young,  was  sold  by  Elias 
Yoiingman  November  30,  1792.  By  the  1st 
of  March,  1793,  M r.  Yoiingman  had  sold  thirty- 
two  lots  and  lifty-si.x  out-lots;  the  lots  were 
sixty  feet  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  and 
the  out-lots  contained  one  acre. 

'flic  following  is  a list  of  the  residents  of  the 
town  in  1793: 

John  Drcisbticli,  gunsmith  ; John  Eunihart,  black- 
smith; Ludwig  Getgen,  mason;  Jonathan  Holmes; 
Robert  Holmes,  store-keeper;  John  Irvine,  store- 
keeper; Henry  Eongiibtmgli,  weaver;  Henry  Neal, 
tailor;  Israel  Hitter;  Nicholas  Rudy,  jobber ; Nicholas 
Sampsel,  carpenter;  Christopher  Wagner,  carpenter; 
Jacob  Welker,  tailor ; William  Welker,  jobber;  Mar- 
lin Withiugton,  tavern-keeper;  (leorge  Yoiingman, 
store-keeper;  Thomas  Yoiingman;  Elias  Yoiingman. 

March  17,  179(5,  George  Yoiingman  was 
commissioned  a justice  of  the  peace..  In  179(5 
the  additional  residents  were, — 

William  Hlaelc,  shoemaker;  Michael  badges, 
nailor;  Kiinbcr  barton,  tavern-keeper ; Nathan 


Evans,1  saddler  (died  in  181 1 ) ; Michael  byman,  car- 
penter; John  beighty,  tanner;  Henry  Noll,  cropper; 
Charles  Ross,  tailor. 


The  town  of  Elias  Yoiingman  continued  to 
grow  and  in  1799  was  (he  largest  town  in  the 
county.  Its  resident  taxables  were, — 

James  Ayers,  shoemaker;  Michael  badges,  nailor; 
Kimber  barlon,  tavern-keeper;  William  black,  shoe- 
maker; John  Carmony,  shoemaker;  Moses  ( ’arothers ; 
Daniel  Clark,  tanner;  Adam  Clark,  jobber;  Michael  ^ 
Collins,  jobber;  John  Crotzer,  carpenter;  Jacob 
Crot/er,  tailor;  Christian  Derr,  joiner;  Christopher 
Eilerl,  tanner;  John  Ely,  clock-maker;  Nathan 
Evans,  saddler;  James  Forster,  tavern-keeper;  Simon 
George,  laborer  ; budwig  Getgen,  mason  ; John  Gib- 
bons, joiner  ; Henry  Hassenplug,  brewer;  Adam  Her- 
ring; Nathan  Herrington,  cooper;  Robert  Holmes, 
storekeeper;  Jonathan  Holmes,  jobber ; John  Irvine, 
store-keeper;  Michael  bayman,  joiner;  John  bighty, 
tanner;  Henry  bongabaugh,  laborer ; Patrick  Moss, 
jobber;  Henry  Neal,  tailor;  George  Paget,  school- 
teacher; John  Patterson;  Andrew  Patton,  wheel- 
wright; Philip  Peters,  carter;  Charles  Russ;  George 
Russ,  tailor;  Nicholas  Sampsel,  wheelwright  ; Mich- 
ael Shock,  carpenter;  Jacob  Shock,  blacksmith; 
James  Slcilcr;  Richard  Van  Busk  irk,  tavern-keeper; 
Christopher  Wagner,  farmer;  John  Webb,  hatter; 
Jacob  Welker,  tailor;  William  Welker, jobber ; Peter 
Yhmng, shoemaker ; Elias  Yoiingman  ; George  Young- 
man,  postmaster;  Thomas  Youngman,  store-keeper. 

The  post-ofliee  was  established  at  Milllinburg 
April  I,  1798.  (leorge  Yoiingman  was  the 
first  postmaster.  In  1803  additional  residents 
were  Christian  Brown  (potter),  Aaron  Clark 
(si ltcr),  Jacob  Gable  (carpenter),  Adam  Getgen, 
John  Larrabec  (doctor),  Peter  V ithington  (sil- 
versmith); in  1 802,  Christopher  I leering  (school- 
master), Frederick  Gutclius  (surveyor).  Fred- 
erick Gutelius  was  a member  of  the  first  board 
of  county  commissioners  of  Union  County,  and 
was  appointed  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1811. 
lie  died  May  30,  1839,  aged  seventy-two 
years.  His  descendants  in  Mifllinbnrg  are 
numerous.  In  1806  appear  the  names  of  Jacob 
Kimble  (potter),  John  Eilert  and  Jacob  (Maize 
(tavern-keeper).  Maize’s  tavern  was  long  a 
noted  place  of  resort.  He  was  for  many  years 
the  postmaster,  and  carried  on  a tannery  where 
Jacob  Gutelius’  coach-works,  are  situated.  M rs. 


1 lie  was  a local  Baptist  preacher  ; his  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  Professor  James,  laic  of  l.ewishtirgh  University,  lias 
in  possession  many  abstracts  of  Ids  sermons  preached  in 
the  valley. 
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I).  \V.  Thompson,  of  M illliuburg,  is  his  youngest 
daughter,  lie  < I ic< I in  LSIKI,  lifl.y-niiui  years 


old. 


\\ V liial  lhal  in  the  year  IM07  William  Kee- 
Ver  ( lai Ini'),  I liomas  Lemon  (selioolmasler),  I)r. 
Miller,  I >r.  Smith,  -laeoh  Swenlze.il  and  Si- 
mon Vcarich.  Dr.  dames  Smith  married  the 
only  daughter  id.  daooh  llrohst,  who  al  that, 
time  owned  the  Clarke  farm,  west  of  the  town, 
where  the  Big  Spring  takes  its  rise.  He  prac- 
ticed his  profession  until  his  death,  in  182G.  Jle 
lived  on  the  corner  where  James  R.  Ritter  now 
lives.  He  left  a large  family  of  children,  many 
of  whose  descendants  are  still  in  the  county. 

In  1808,  we  find  Martin  Cronimiller,  black- 
smith ; Andrew  Grove,  blacksmith  ; Win.  Lane, 
hatter  ; Henry  Yearick,  hatter.  Henry  Yearick 
was  a native  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  born  in 
1780;  followed  the  business  of  a hatter,  which 
at  one  time  was  one  of  the  principal  industries 
of  the  town,  was  commissioned  a justice  ol  peace 
in  181J,  by  Governor  McKean,  served  thirty 
years.  In  I was  a representative  in 

the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  I lis  wife  was 
Maria  Roush,  a sister  of  Samuel  Roush,  Rs<|., 
for  many  years  the  ellieient  prolhouotary  of 
L uion  ( 'ounty.  lie  had  fourteen  children,  all 
of  whom  grew  up  to  man’s  and  woman’s 
estate.  J1  is  sou  Thomas  has  been  for  mans' 
years  a merchant  and  resident  of  Aaronslmrg, 
Centre  ('ounty;  another  son,  Lmamiel,  with 
two  of  his  sisters,  live  in  the  house  where  they 
were  born  more  than  half  a century  ago.  Mr. 
Yearick  in  early  manhood  became  a member  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  and  was  the  first  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath-school  in  M ifllinburg. 
He  died  January  2 I,  1 80G, -aged  seventy-five 
years. 


In  18(1!)  appear  the  names  of  Conrad 
Auble  (schoolmaster),  John  Harlot,  John 
Manly,  Nicholas  Millhouso  (farmers),  Godfrey 
Smelker  (tavern-keeper),  ( 'on  rad  Staple,  A ml  re  w 
Wolf  (masons),  and  Christian  Young.  In 
1810,  John  Montelius,  farmer.  In  IS]  I, 
Loan  Clarlc,  merchant  ; and  Thomas  Wallis, 
physician.  John  Montelius  owned  and  lived  on 
the  triangle  at  the  foot  of  the  Limestone  lvidge, 
near  the  present  public  school  building.  I lore  he 
reared  a large  family  of  six  sons  and  live 

O i 


daughters,  and  was  ipuctly  pursuing  his  voca- 
tion of  farming  until  1 S Jo,  when  he  was  elected 
by  the  Anti-Masons  asoneof  the  representatives 
of  Union  Con nty  in  the  Lcginlal lire  of  f he  Stale, 
an  account  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
“ I h'lieli  and  I lar.” 

The  following  list  contains  the  names  and 
occupations  of  the  persons  assessed  in  Young- 
man, stow' n for  1 81  l : 

Conrad  Auble,  schoolmaster ; Henry  Aura  nil,  job- 
ber; John  Ihiff,  joiner;  Michael  Bartges,  nailor;  Bas- 
tian  Berger,  weaver;  Adam  Boyer,  cabinet-maker; 
Frederick  Bartges,  joiner;  Christian  Boyer,  shoe- 
maker; Henry  Bogenreif,  blacksmith;  Christian 
Brown,  potter;  Martin  Bry,  shoemaker;  Freilerick 
Barkley,  tailor;  Conrad  Uliimenbuiun,  householder ; 
John  Coverly,  schoolmaster;  John  Charles,  hatter; 
William  Cooper,  laborer;  Jacob  Cronemiller,  black- 
smith; Jacob  Crotzer,  tailor;  Jacob  Consider,  stiller; 
Aaron  Clark,  siller  ; John  Clark,  weaver  ; 1’utcr  Con- 
rad, jobber;  Peter  Consort,  wagon-maker;  John 
Dreisbach,  gunsmith  ; John  Drilling,  single;  Chris- 
tian Derr, joiner ; Samuel  Dreisbai  h, gunsmith  ; Adam 
1 >ealrieh,  shoemaker  ; Jacob  I teal  rich,  Imtter;  Chris- 
topher Deering,  schoolmaster;  Jacob  Dehaven, 
shoemaker;  Christopher  Eilert,  farmer;  J.  lleiin 
Fries,  preacher ; Charles  Fisher,  doctor  ; Henry  Fox, 
wheelwright;  Mary  Fox,  householder;  Widow 
France,  householder;  Thomas  Foster,  single  ; Adol- 
phus Fisher,  single;  Frederick  Fisher,  single; 
Andrew  drove,  blacksmith;  Henry  drove,  black- 
smith; Jacob  liable,  carpenter;  Samuel  deddes, 
store- keeper ; Frederick  dutelius,  surveyor;  Jacob 
det/.en,  mason;  Ludwig  (ietz.eii,  mason;  deorgi 
dottsliall,  cooper ; Valentine  Hopper,  weaver;  Henry 
Ilasscnphig,  brewer;  Israel  Inman,  tavern-keeper; 
Henry  Bolin,  store-keeper;  William  Irwin,  attorney - 
at-law  ; deorge  Nrnp,  twiner;  Adam  K ramer,  stiller’; 
John  Kennedy,  doctor ; John  I.asludls,  attorney-at- 
law;  Adam  Lcimbach,  carpenter ; Daniel  J.emon, 
twiner;  Jacob  Leiiliarl, shoemaker ; .John  Uglily,  tan- 
ner ; Jacob  Lambert,  cordwainer ; Peter  Lenhart, 
shoemaker;  Patrick  Maris,  laborer;  Jacob  .Maize, 
tavern-keeper;  .Joseph  Musscr,  farmer;  John  Monte- 
1 i ns,  farmer;  Nicholas  Millhouse,  farmer;  Abraliam 
Meneli,  potter;  John  Orwig,  store-keeper ; John  Bay. 
slierill  ; I ioorge  Polish,  householder  ; N ieliolas  Beam, 
householder ; Peter  Peed,  saddle-tree  maker;  Peter 
Sampsel,  house  holder ; John  Stitxer,  smith-shop  and 
tavern;  deorge  Seitz,  mason  ; James  Smith,  doctor  ; 
Widow  Shultz,  householder;  Jacob  Snieleher,  sad- 
dler; Adam  Spidle,  householder;  Michael  Sliocli, 
farmer;  Samuel  Spidle,  mason;  Mathew  Strine,  tan- 
ner ; John  Strom,  weaver  ; Jacob  Shower,  shoemaker; 
David  Stamm,  tailor;  William  Tate,  carpenter  ; Isaac 
Taylor,  tavern-keeper;  Bichard  Van  Buskirk,  house- 
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holder;  Peter  Withington,  silversmith;  William 
Wilson,  weaver;  Frederick  Welker,  tailor ; (Jhrislo- 
I > 1 1 < • r Waggoner,  farmer  ; Andrew  Wolf,  mason  ; Peter 
Withinglon,  saddler;  George  With  i iigLon,  store- 
keeper; J Ienry  Yearick,  Esq.,  hatter  ; Simon  Yearick, 
farmer;  Jacob  Yearick,  joiner;  10 lias  Youngman, 
firmer ; ( Gorge  Youngman,  saddler;  Christian  Young, 
h 'lHelmlder ; Widow  Youngman,  householder. 

Nothing  will  more  clearly  show  Iho  shifting 
and  changing  character  of  the  American  people 
than  a comparison  of  the  names  of  the  residents 
of  M illliuburg,  from  its  founding,  in  1792,  and 
down  to  181J,  with  the  names  of  its  present 
residents.  It  will  be  found  that,  with  respect 
to  the  great  majority,  the  place  that  once  knew 
them  knows  them  no  more;  and  that  in  the 
long  list  of  names,  those  of  Bogenreif’,  Croni- 
tniller,  Crotzer,  Grove,  Gutelius,  Getzen,  Gott- 
-liull,  I bissenplug,  Moss,  Stitzer,  Schoch, 
Yetirick,  Wolf  and  Yottngman  are  the  only 
ones  that  date  back  beyond  three-fourths  of  a 
century. 

For  the  account  of  the  courts  held  in  MifHin- 
luirg,  in  1 SI  1-lb,  see  thechapter  entitled  “The 
Erection  of  Union  County,”  pages  1175  and 
1 1 84. 

On  April  11,  1827,  the  borough  of  Miillin- 
Inirg  was  incorporated  with  the  following  bound- 
aries : 

“Beginning  at  a post  on  line  of  the  heirs  of  Jacob 
Ilrobst,  deceased ; thence  along  line  of  the  heirs  of 
George  Rote,  deceased,  by  the  same;  thence  to  a post 
in  the  centre  of  the  road  leading  from  George  Hock- 
ey’s to  Mililinburg  ; thence  along  the  centre  thereof, 
in  a line  between  Michael  Bartges,  John  Charles, 
Conrad  Mull ; thence  along  the  north  side  of  Lime- 
stone hill  to  beginning.” 

By  a supplement  to  the  act  of  incorporation, 
passed  April  10,  1828,  it  was  enacted  that, — 

“The  west  boundary  of  the  borough  of  Mililinburg, 
in  Union  County,  he  so  extended  as  to  include  the 
whole  of  the  road  along  or  adjoining  its  western 
boundary  within  said  borough,  and  that  the  road  on 
the  Eastern  side  of  said  borough  be  wholly  excluded 
from  said  borough.” 

At  May  sessions,  1881,  application  was  made 
to  have  (lie  borough  subject  to  Iho  general  bor- 
ough law  of  April  3,  1851,  and  its  supple- 
ments, approved  September  20,  188  1. 

April  17,  1817,  Flias  Youngman  (or  Jung- 
inan),  (lie  founder  ol  the  (own,  dietl.  lb'  was 


born  in  Germany  August  15,  1738;  married, 
January  11,  1708,  in  America,  to  Catharine 
Nagle,  a daughter  of  George  Nagle,  who  was 
si i ori IT"  of  Berks  County  in  1772;  she  was  born 
in  1745  and  died  January  28,  1822.  Their 
children  were  Thomas,  George  and  a daugh- 
ter, Catharine,  married  to  John  Droisbaoh. 
Thomas’  sons  were  ( Jeorge  N.,  lbr  many  years 
a justice  of  the  peace  in  Mililinburg.  John, 
who  was  for  a long  time  a resident  and 
business  man  at  Winfield,  or  Dry  Valley,  died 
in  1885;  Thomas  and  two  daughters;  (one 
married  to  George  Withington,  the  other  to 
George  Lehman).  George’s  sons  were  Iflias  P., 
of  Lycoming  County,  and  'Thomas,  who  shot 
himself,  and  a daughter. 

Business  Interests. — The  names  of  early 
store-keepers  of  the  place  are  given  in  the  pre- 
ceding lists.  In  1829  the  persons  who  kept 
stores  were  James  Appleton,  James  A.  Cum- 
mings, John  Forster,  Samuel  Roush  and  Michael 
Roush.  In  1835,  Daniel  and  Benjamin  Beck- 
ley,  James  A.  Cummings,  J.  G.  Chesney,  Henry 
Cast,  George  Wolf,  John  Haas  and  Michael 
Roush. 

Fifty  years  later,  in  1885,  the  merchants  who 
deal  in  general  merchandise  are  Bogar  A Spigel- 
myer,  B.  F.  Reighard  & Brother,  II.  G.  Wolf, 
Foster  A Co.,  Henry  Strunk,  J.  D.  S.  Gast,  T. 

R.  Hayes.  Dealers  in  hardware  exclusively, 

S.  W.  Snodgrass  and  Young  Brothers.  Drs.  D. 
M.  Brubaker,  J.  C.  Stcans  and  James  Klcck- 
ner  each  carry  on  a drug-store  in  connection 
with  their  medical  practice.  W.  II.  Sechler 
and  R.  T.  Barber  have  grocery-stores. 

Foundry. — About  1834  David  Joel  Herr 
started  a foundry  on  the  lot  now  occupied 
by  Minadore  Sell  ware’s  block  of  buildings.  It 
was  run  by  horse-power,  and  the  making  of 
castings  for  plows,  which  were  furnished  with 
the  wood-work  in  another  shop  of  the  same 
establishment,  constituted  an  important  branch 
of  the  business.  The  finished  plows  were  taken 
away  by  the  wagon-load  and  sold  in  the  adjoin- 
ing counties.  The  firm  conducting  the  foundry 
business  lias  been  frequently  changed,  as  the 
following  list  will  show:  At  first,  in  1884,  it 

was  David  Joel  Ilerr,  and  respectively,  by 
S,  A I ).  1 1 err,  1 Ireisbaeli,  Gutelius  A Youngman, 
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I h'cisbach  A ( lulelius,  David  1 1 err,  I )rcisL:irli 
Ar,  ( luteliu.s  again,  ( lulelius  A'  Sloeli,  (L  A S. 
(j! utclius,  Gutelius  A Torrey,  George  Gutelius, 
Foster  A C ■ (ltd ins,  (Intel ins  Ar  Slayman,  Stay- 
man  A Gutelius,  (G.  C.  Guitelius);  in  1<S68 
Slayman  A'  Zimmerman.  In  LS7()  the  last- 
named  linn  removed  the  establishment  to  (lie 
corner  ol  Third  and  Railroad  Streets,  and  added 
a steam-engine,  planing-mill,  scroll-saws,  etc. 
The  business  is  still  continued  there  by  J.  M. 
Stayman. 

In  1876,  Mr.  Enoch  Miller,  an  enterprising 
architect  and  building  contractor,  erected  shops 
for  the  purpose,  primarily,  of  working  the  lum- 
ber used  by  him  in  his  building  operations. 
He  has  placed  an  engine  in  his  works. 

About  1841  John  S.  Zitlcr  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  buggies  and  carriages  in  AI  i 111 i n- 
burgjhe  continued  in  this  business  a few  years. 
This  branch  of  mechanical  industry  now  gives 
employment  and  support  to  more  persons  than 
any  other  business  in  the  borough.  There  are 
about  twenty  different  shops  in  the  borough. 
The  aggregate  yearly  production  is  about  eight 
hundred  buggies  and  about  live  hundred  sleighs. 
Thomas  Gutelius  has,  perhaps,  been  longer  en- 
gaged in  the  business  than  any  one  else  in  the 
borough.  He  commenced  in  1846.  Among  the 
other  buggy  manufacturers  are  T.  B.  Taylor, 
11.  A.  Taylor,  Jacob  Gutelius,  John  Gutelius 
A Son,  AY.  F.  Brown,  A.  A.  IIopp,  James 
Moss,  O.  P.  Meneh,  lb  B.  Miller,  John  G. 
Miller,  AY.  H.  Hursh,  etc. 

Schools. — -In  1799  George  Paget,  a noted 
teacher,  resided  in  Mifllinburg.  lie  removed 
to  Centre  County  in  1812,  and  lived  north  of 
Spring  Mills  until  his  death,  November  2, 1 834. 
He  taught  until  he  was  over  seventy  years  of 
age.  Thomas  Lemon  taught  in  the  town  in 
1807,  and  in  1808  a man  named  Hazlett  taught 
in  a log  building  a little!  east  of  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Thomas  Gutelius.  From  1810-14 
Christopher  Peering  taught  in  an  old  building 
on  Chestnut  Street,  as  did  also  his  daughter 
during  the  summer  season.  A Mr.  John  llubbs 
taught  about  181  1,  said  to  have  been  a very 
bright  teacher,  but  very  cruel  and  addicted  to 
the  immoderate  use  of  strong  drink'.  John  C. 
Coverly  taught  and  resided  there  several  years, 


from  1814  onwards,  lie  was  .still  living  in 
Milllinburg  in  1823;  his  son  Wells  was  born 
there.  Coverly  was  a “ Yankee.”  After  teaching 
several  years  he  tried  merchandising,  which  re- 
sulted in  disaster,  financially;  he  then,  in  1821, 
rented  the  tavern  at  Potter’s  Mills,  in  Centre 
County,  and  removed  there.  Conrad  Auble 
taught  in  Milllinburg  about  181  1 ; in  1818  n 
Mr.  Hesser.  In  1819  a Mr.  Young  taught  a 
German  school  for  several  years,  in  a school- 
house  which  had  been  erected  some  years  pre- 
viously at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Green  Streets. 
One  end  of  this  building  was  arranged  for  a 
residence  for  the  teacher,  the  other  end  con- 
taining the  school-room.  This  school-house  was 
for  many  years  afterwards  called  the  German 
school-house.  In  1825  John  II.  Hickok,  father 
of  Hon.  Henry  C.  Hickok,  later  State  superin- 
tendent of  common  schools,  taught  and  lived 
in  this  school-house.  Air.  Hickok  was  a native 
of  Connecticut,  a born  teacher,  remarkable  for 
the  thoroughness  of  his  teaching  and  his  skill 
and  success  in  government.  lie  also  taught  at 
AYhite  Springs  and  New  Berlin.  He  had  charge 
of  an  academy  at  Lewistown  for  ten  years. 
He  died  at  Harrisburg  in  1841,  in  a railroad 
accident,  aged  forty-eight  years.  Before  this 
time  the  Franklin  school-house  was  built.  Adam 
Gensel  taught  in  1827.  From  1825  to  1838 
and  afterwards  George  Lehman  taught,  some- 
times in  one  school-house  and  sometimes  in 
the  other,  but  mostly  in  the  upper,  or  German, 
school-house,  and  did  a great  deal  of  writing 
for  citizens.  From  1830  to  1836  Michael  II. 
Weaver  was  a teacher;  from  1836  to  1841, 
clerk  to  the  county  commissioners.  He  died 
February  13,  1872,  aged  seventy-three  years. 
In  1836-38  Joel  Hamer  taught  in  the  Frank- 
lin school-house.  He  was  an  excellent  teacher. 

The  borough  accepted  the  common-school  law 
in  1838,  and  commenced  operations  with  the 
school -houses  then  in  existence,  viz.,  the  “Frank- 
lin ” and  the  “German.”  'flic  first  teachers 
were  George  Lehman  and  his  son,  Thomas  (!., 
followed  by  David  M i/.ener,  since  a Methodist 
preacher,  John  Sprogel,  B.  F.  Eaton,  I.  P. 
C’ronimiller,  J.  M.  C.  Rauch,  Mary  and  Eliza- 
beth Galvin,  Nettie  Montgomery,  II.  M.  North 
and  Rachel  Yeariok.  Those  who  taught  in  the 
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i. hi  ( Jarman  School-house  were  Levi  It.  Durant, 
Henry  Breyman,  .1 . Wes  I ay  Bennington,  Henry 
W.  Crotzer,  J.  'I'.  Smith,  Ada  Berkley  (now 
Mrs. -lames  Moss),  Susan  Cronimiller  (now  Mrs. 
Jr»cph  I look)  and  Miss  Sarvey.  Jn  1857  (ho 
hoard  of  directors  purchased  from  (lie  trustees 
of  (he  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Churches  (lie 
Klias  Church  property,  for  (lie  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Some  of  the  teachers  in  this  building,  when 
remodeled,  were  W.  C.  Hesser,  John  Bucher, 
Susan  Cronimiller,  Kate  Cast,  John  MeAlarney, 
IS.  T.  Eaton,  C.  E.  Hans,  J.  D.  Passmore, 
Mary  I fans,  Mrs.  Cummings,  L.  \V.  Anspach, 
Martha  Bauch,  Ada  Herr,  Ella  Finney  (now 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Young),  Miss  Piper,  Mary  Eilert, 
-lane  and  Mary  MeAlarney,  Rebecca  Onvig, 
['ranees  Shriller  and  Emma  Barber.  Part  of 
the  academy  building  was  used  in  the  fall  of 
1871.  The  teachers  in  this  building  were  A. 
S.  Burrows,  C.  V.  Gundy,  L.  W.  Anspach,  IT. 
K.  Mercer,  John  O.  Hoy,  -1.  E.  Shadlc,  Mrs. 
Fanny  L.  Burrows,  Susan  Cronimiller,  Mary 
MeAlarney,  Rebecca  IT.  Orwig,  Emma  Bar- 
ber and  Frances  Shriner. 

In  1873  the  school  directors  jmrehased  of 
Rev.  J.  G.  Anspach  three  acres  tor  tifteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  in  1875  built  the  present  ele- 
gant and  commodious  brick  building,  at  a cost  of 
thirteen  thousand  dollars,  includinggrounds.  'The 
directors  then  were  John  Badger,  John  S.  Stit/.er, 
S.  B.  1 1 o(Tn mu,  Clias.  II.  Gutelius,  .las.  Zellers, 
Jacob  Zimmerman,  Robert  Wendell,  Andrew  J. 
Katherman  and  Albert  Foster.  Among  the 
teachers  in  the  new  building  may  be  named 
Jacob  V.  Mohr,  Joseph  M.  Bel  ford,  F.  M. 
lvalcr,  L.  Wr.  Anspach,  Emanuel  Hoffman, 
(ieorgie  Kemble,  Mary  MeAlarney,  Ada  Herr, 
etc. 

MiFFi-iNRuno  Academy  was  established  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  Assembly  of  April  14, 
1837,  which  provides,  “ That  there  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  established  in  the  town  of  Mitllin- 
burg,  in  the  county  of  Union,  an  academy  or 
public  school  for  the  education  of  youth  in  the 
useful  arts,  sciences  and  literature,  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  the  Mifllinburg  Academy.” 
The  same  act  appointed  Henry  Yearick,  James 
Appleton,  Jacob  Maize,  James  Merrill,  John 


Forster,  Joseph  Musser,  Michael  Roush,  Thos. 
Van  Valzah  ami  John  F.  Wilson,  trustees.  Sec- 
tion 7 of  the  act  appropriated  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  applied  by  the  trustees  to  the  erection 
of  a building.  This  academy  was  the  first 
school  regularly  established  by  law,  in  the 
county,  that  aimed  at  giving  instruction  in  the 
classics  and  higher  branches  of  learning.  About 
1831)  the  school  was  opened  in  the  western 
room  of  the  Franklin  School-house,  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Todd,  a Presbyterian  preacher,  being 
the  principal,  and  remained  in  charge  until 
183(5,  when  lie  was  succeeded  by  James  J.  Ham- 
ilton, for  two  years.  E.  Bradford  Todd,  a son 
of  the  first  principal  and  a practicing  attorney, 
had  charge  of  it  for  a short  time.  For  some 
reason  the  building  contemplated  by  the  act  of 
Assembly  establishing  the  academy  was  not 
completed  until  18311.  James  McClune  was 
next  selected  as  principal,  and  upon  his  tak- 
ing charge  the  school  at  once  started  on  a career 
of  prosperity.  Mr.  McClune  was  both  a pro- 
ficient scholar  and  an  excellent  teacher.  After 
successfully  conducting  the  school  some  five  or 
six  years,  he  resigned  to  accept  a situation  in 
the  Philadelphia  High  School.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Henry  G.  McGuire,  under  whom  the 
school  reached  the  zenith  of  its  fame.  It  was 
largely  patronized  from  the  neighboring  counties, 
and  many  students  were  within  its  walls  fitted 
for  college,  and  are  now  occupying  conspicuous 
positions  in  the  various  walks  of  life.  About 
1850  Mr.  McGuire,  too,  resigned,  to  engage 
in  teaching  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Aaron  C.  Fisher,  an  excellent  teacher. 
After  few  years  he  died  in  the  work.  After 
him,  in  order,  came  Mr.  Kimball,  Mr.  Allison, 
Benjamin  C.  Youngman  and  Luther  W.  An- 
spach, all  of  whom  were  successful  teachers. 
But  the  days  of  academies  were  by  this  time 
numbered.  The  Normal  Schools  of  the  State 
and  the  graded  public  schools  of  the  towns  had 
taken  away  from  academies  the  patronage  on 
which  they  subsisted. 

In  1854  the  Town  Council  purchased  the 
academy  building,  had  it  torn  down  and  rebuilt 
by  the  borough  authorities  in  18G3,  at  a cost  of 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-three 
dollars.  Doubts  having  arisen  as  to  the  legal- 
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ity  of  I his  purchase  by  (lie  borough,  it  was 
legalized  by  an  act  of  Assembly  of  April  1, 
1870. 

Tin:  Ri:I''oi:mi:d  Cnoucir. — In  1789  the 
Reformed  congregation  of  the  “Shamohiu 
country  ” was  organized,  This  was  a compre- 
hensive name  covering  a large  expanse  of 
country  about  the  West  and  North  Branches  (in- 
cluding Middle  Creek,  Buffalo  Valley,  Penn’s 
and  Brush  Valleys).  These  churches  united  in 
a call  to  Rev.  Jonathan  Rahauser,  which  he  ac- 
cepted, and  entered  upon  his  work  on  the  23d 
of  September,  1789.  He  was  the  first  regular 
German  Reformed  clergyman  who  performed 
stated  service  in  the  valley.  From  the  time  of 
his  arrival  within  the  bounds  of  his  charge, 
until  October,  1792,  he  preached  occasionally 
to  the  scattered  docks  of  Union  Countv  and 
Penn’s  and  Brush  Valleys,  in  Centre  County. 
In  1792  he  removed  to  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and 
died  there  September  25,  1817.  He  is  said  to 
have  been  a very  energetic  and  laborious  pas- 
tor. From  1792  to  1794  the  Reformed  con- 
gregations were  without  a shepherd.  In  May, 
1794,  the  Rev.  George  Geistweit  took  the  place 
that  had  been  formerly  filled  by  Rahauser.  He 
continued  in  this  relation  until  1804,  when  he 
accepted  a call  from  York,  Pa.  He  died  there 
November  11,  1831,  aged  seventy  years.  From 
1792  to  1800  the  Rev.  John  George  Pfruemer 
(pronounced  Frecmcr),  who,  with  others,  was 
carrying  on  a religious  movement,  which  after- 
wards resulted  in  the  sect  called  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ,  professing  to  be  a minister 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  made  fre- 
quent visits  to  Buffalo,  Penn’s  and  Brush  A,ral- 
leys,  preaching  and  catechising  the  children. 

Rev.  John  Dcitrich  Aurand,  about  the  year 
1801,  also  commenced  preaching  at  Dreisbaeh’s 
Church,  near  to  which  he  lived,  and  to  other 
congregations  in  Buffalo  Valley  and  New  Ber- 
lin, and  continued  to  do  so  until,  in  October, 
1804,  he  removed  to  Whiter  Street,  Huntingdon 
County,  and  founded  a congregation  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  there.  He  died  April  24, 1831. 
'There  appears  to  have  been  no  regular  pastor 
for  the  Reformed  congregations  for  several  years 
after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Geistweit.  During 
this  interregnum  the  Elias  Church,  at  Mitllin- 


burg,  was  built  by  the  German  Reformed  and 
Lutheran  congregations,  in  1809;  sold  to  the 
school  board  of  the  borough  after  the  erection 
of  the  present  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
Churches,  in  1857;  and  alter  the  erection  of  the 
new  school  building  it  was  sold  by  the  school 
directors  to  Mr.  Weirick,  and  has  since  then 
been  used  as  a barn.  'The  following  vivid  de- 
scription of  the  old  church  is  taken  from  the 
Reformed  3fesscnrje.r  of  October  7,  1885,  and 
was  written  by  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer: 

“Synod  met  (September  28,  1828)  in  the  old  Elias 
Church,  at  the  south  side  of  town.  The  building  is 
now  used  as  a barn.  Oats,  wheat  and  hay  are  now 
seen  in  the  windows,  from  which  the  young  people  on 
the  galleries  there  looked  out  over  the  valley.  An 
aisle  ran  from  the  cast  door  to  the  west  door,  and  an- 
other from  the  altar  to  the  north  door  (only  the  west 
door  had  lock  and  key;  the  others  were  barred  from 
within).  On  the  south  side  was  the  pulpit,  of  wine- 
glass shape,  high  up  against  the  wall.  On  the  plat- 
form, just  below  it,  stood  the  large  altar,  without  rail- 
ing, at  which  Father  Fl  ies  administered  the  Lord’s 
Supper  to  the  people  as  they  moved  around  it.  Two 
old  Franklin  stoves  were  at  the  cast  and  west  ends,  a 
little  in  from  the  aisle.  From  these  went  pipes  intoa 
great  drum  overhead,  and  from  the  centre  of  this  a 
pipe  went  upward.  The  elderly  women  sat  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  church,  the  elderly  men  in 
the  southwest,  the  young  unmarried  women  in  the 
northeast  corner  and  the  young  married  women  in  the 
northwest  corner.  All  these  were  below.  A gallery 
was  on  three  sides.  To  the  right  of  the  pulpit  were 
singers  and  the  organ  ; at  the  west  end  sat  the  boys 
and  young  unmarried  men,  and  on  the  north  side, 
opposite  the  pulpit,  sat  the  young  married  men.  The 
pews  below  were  very  long,  holding  twelve  or  fifteen, 
with  high  backs.  On  the  front  pew,  in  the  old  men’s 
corner,  sat  the  elders  and  deacons.  Along  the  front 
pew,  on  the  women’s  side,  was  a red  wood-chest.  The 
deacons  always  made  the  fire.  Tallow-candles  on  the 
posts,  on  wooden  or  tin  holders  (brass  for  the  pulpit 
only),  dimly  lighted  the  church.  At  confirmation 
(only  every  two  years)  the  girls  wore  white  caps  and 
white  dresses.  The  communion  wine  was  in  fine  bot- 
tles and  the  bread  was  on  a pewter  plate.  How 
changed  all  is  to-day  ! The  evening  sun  throws  its 
shadow  over  the  grave  of  Father  Fries,  and  no  voice 
of  worship  rises  from  the  old  Elias  ( 4m roll.  Looking 
from  my  study  at  the  empty  steeple,  i sometimes 
think  1 must  see  the  old  bell  swing  and  ring  out  the 
hour  of  service,  (flic  bell,  put  up  in  1820,  is  now  on 
the  public  school  building.)  1 can  almost  see  the 
young  people  looking  out  of  the  upper  windows, 
smiling  at  some  late  comer  and  whispering  the  news 
along  the  line.  Alas  ! in  that  church-yard  dumb 
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brutes  chew  the  cud,  ami  where  the  altar  stood  the 
farmer  now  threshes  his  grain.” 

In  1X08,  Rev.  Jacob  Dielfenbneh,  settled  in 
Milllinburg  as  tin;  pastor  of  (lie  Reformed 
Clmreli,  also  preaching  occasionally  in  Penn’s 
ami  Brush  Yr alleys  and  elsewhere.  He  left  the 
charge  in  1810,  and  died  in  Espytown  in  1820. 
The  congregation  was  there  again  without  a 
regular  pastor  until  the  advent  of  the  noted 
.lust  Henry  Fries.  The  following  sketch  of 
his  early  life  is  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Dr.  Har- 
haugli  : “ He  was  horn  in  Westphalia,  town  of 
( iusterhain,  April  24,  1777.  lie  landed  in 
llaltimore  August  20,  1803.  From  early 
childhood  he  had  a strong  inclination  to  the 
ministry,  and,  being  poor,  saw  little  hope  of 
entering  the  ministry  at  home,  where  so  many 
strict  formalities  were  observed.  lie  could  not 
pay  his  passage,  and  was  forced  to  become  a 
‘ redeinptioner.’  Mr.  Fries  fell  into  the  hands 
of  a kind  (lerman  farmer,  in  York  County. 
He  was  honest,  industrious  and  trusty,  and 
soon  won  the  full  confidence  of  his  employer. 
He  was  fond  of  improving  his  mind  in  his 
spare  hours,  and  his  desire  to  be  a minister 
stirred  lnm  strongly.  He  spoke  in  small  assem- 
blies when  he  got  the  opportunity.  There  was, 
however,  nothing  fanatical  about  him,  yet  he 
went  so  far  once  as  to  preach  a sermon,  in  a 
school-house,  on  the  words  ‘ Much  study  is  a 
weariness  to  the  flesh,’  Ecclesiastes,  xii.  1, — 
a singular  text  certainly  to  begin  with,  hie 
commenced  his  preparatory  studies  with  Rev. 
Daniel  Wagner,  in  Frederick,  Md.,  1809,  and, 
after  being  with  him  a year,  was  licensed  at 
Harrisburg,  and  on  the  20th  of  June,  1810,  took 
charge  of  eight  congregations  in  York  County. 
In  June,  1811,  he  came  up  on  a visit  to  Buffalo 
Valley,  and  on  the  22d  preached  in  the  Dreis- 
haeh  Church,  and  on  the  23d  in  Mifllinburg, 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  at  New  Ber- 
lin, and  in  the  evening  again  at  Milllinburg. 
In  October,  1811,  he  made  a second  visit  to 
Buffalo  Valley,  from  the  1 7th  to  the  2 1th.  lie 
preached  at  Anspach’s  school-house,  1 )ieffen- 
bach’s,  White  Deer  school-house,  Dreisbaeh’s 
Church,  Milllinburg,  New  Berlin,  Aaronsburg 
and  in  Brush  Valley,  and  on  the  28th  was 
home  again  in  his  charge.  A strong  effort  was 


now  made  by  the  churches  in  Buffalo  Valley 
and  neighborhood  to  secure  his  services.”  Mr. 
Erics  was  called  April  27,  1812,  and  entered 
upon  his  dulies  June  1 7 f 1 1 of  the  same  year. 

1 1 is  field  of  labor  extended  from  Brush  Valley 
and  the  lower  end  of  Penn’s  Valley  to  Blooms- 
burg,  on  the  North  Brunch,  and  from  Muncy, 
on  the  V est  Branch,  down  to  Selin’s  Drove. 
1 1 is  first  regular  charge  was  composed  of  Mif- 
flinburg,  Dreisbach’s,  New  Berlin,  Aaronsburg 
and  Brush  Valley  (the  last  two  in  Centre 
County).  Besides  these  he  preached  at  many 
other  points  in  school-houses,  gradually  laying 
the  foundations  of  future  congregations. 

Within  a few  days  after  his  settlement  in 
Mifflinburg  war  was  declared  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain.  Mr. 
Fries,  with  all  the  vigor  of  his  impetuous  na- 
ture, espoused  the  cause  of  his  adopted  country, 
and  on  September  10,  1812,  preached  a charac- 
teristic sermon  in  Elias  Church  to  the  soldiers 
of  Captain  Donaldson’s  company  of  Pennsyl- 
vania militia,  then  about  to  march  to  the  Can- 
ada frontier.  Mr.  Fries  was  short  in  stature, 
stout,  full-tiiced,  very  near-sighted,  of  powerful 
voice,  slow  and  distinct  enunciation,  high-temp- 
ered, possessed  of  a strong  will,  knew  no  fear, 
was  a great  politician  of  the  Democratic  school, 
very  outspoken,  both  in  the  pulpit  and  in  social 
intercourse.  In  those  days  nearly  every  person, 
clerical  as  well  as  lay,  occasionally  took  a little 
wine  for  his  “stomach’s  sake  ” and  his  “ oft  in- 
firmities,” and  Mr.  Fries  was  not  an  exception 
to  the  general  rule.  His  blunt  and  outspoken 
manner  of  speech  naturally  made  him  enemies, 
who  circulated  the  report  that  on  several  occa- 
sions he  had  been  intoxicated.  These  reports 
assumed  such  dimensions  that  the  matter  was 
brought  before  the  Synod,  which  recommended 
him  to  withdraw  from  Milllinburg  and  take 
charge  of  the  congregations  on  Middle  Creek, 
lie  returned  from  Synod  undaunted  and  called 
a meeting  of  the  elders  of  all  his  churches,  be- 
fore whom  he  dared  his  aivu  set's  to  appear.  The 
elders  met  and  declared  him  innocent.  This 
was  in  181  9. 

When  political  Anti-Masonry  became  rampant 
in  Union  County,  Mr.  Fries  took  a decided 
stand  against  it.  In  connection  with  James 
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Merrill,  Esq.,  lie  addressed  I lie  Masons,  on  the 
3 4 tl i of  October,  1<S27,  at  Nc\y  Berlin,  where 
they  at.  that  lime  had  a procession  in  regalia. 

1 1 was  about  I Ins  time  that  M r.  h'ries  severed 
his  pastoial  connection  with  his  Brush  Valley 
congregation,  and  in  his  last  sermon  to  them 
made  use  of  the  oft-quoted  expression,  “field 
rogiort  die  Welt,  aber  Dummheit  Brush  Val- 
ley,” “ Money  rules  the  world,  but  ignorance 
Brush  Valley.” 

On  September  If),  1820,  at  a time  noted  for 
its  tremendous  Anti-Masonic  excitement,  he  de- 
livered an  address  before  a Democratic,  Masonic 
Wolf  nominating  convention  in  New  Berlin. 

Just  Henry  Fries  died  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, the  0th  of  October,  1830,  aged  sixty-two 
years,  five  months  and  sixteen  days.  For  some 
vears  before  his  death  he  was  deprived  of 
sight,  but  his  astonishing  memory  enabled  him 
to  give  out  the  hymns  in  full,  and  preach  with 
a precision  for  which  he  was  always  noted.  He 
refused  to  take  medicine  in  his  last  illness,  say- 
ing that  he  wished  to  die  in  the  full  possession 
of  his  senses. 

Mr.  Fries  was  remarkably  open,  honest  and 
true.  His  word  could  be  depended  upon.  He 
hated  all  sham  and  hypocrisy  to  such  a degree 
that  he  was  constantly  in  danger  of  falling  into 
a blunt  frankness,  without  giving  due  attention 
to  that  suavity  of  manner  which  is  to  an  open 
heart  what  the  fragrance  is  to  an  open  flower. 
He  was  fearless  in  preaching.  He  was  un- 
necessarily open  and  free  with  his  political 
views.  lie  not  only  argued  readily  on  this 
subject  in  private  circles,  but  often  introduced 
political  matters,  with  more  or  less  plainness  in- 
to the  pulpit,  referring  even  to  candidates  and 
parties.  He  also  wrote  numerous  articles  for 
the  papers  during  the  heat  of  contests, 
anonymously,  it  is  true,  yet  still  so  that  their 
parentage  was  recognized  by  many.  This  was 
one  of  his  weaknesses,  which  his  friends  always 
regretted,  but  which  he  was  never  able  to  see 
in  its  true  light.  He  was  very  kind-hearted, 
which  he  manifested  in  great  ailed  ion  towards 
his  family  and  in  kindnesses  to  his  friends. 
His  labors  in  the  ministry  were  very  extensive, 
and  the  complete  statistics  of  his  services  show 
an  astonishing  result.” — llarbaugh’s “ Fathers.” 


lie  was  married  twice, — first  to  Catharine  Groff, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children  ; second,  to 
Susanna  Groff,  by  whom  he  had  eleven.  After 
the  death  of  Mr.  Fries  the  ilev.  Fphraim 
K idler  was  called  from  Centre  County  to  the 
Milliinburg  charge,  the  duties  of  which  he 
assumed  in  January  1840;  he  remained  with 
the  M illl inburg  people  some  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Carlisle,  Pa.,  where 
lie  died.  Two  of  his  sons  are  leading  preachers 
in  the  Reformed  Church.  Next  in  order  after 
Mr.  Ivieffer  came  Rev.  John  C.  Bucher,  and 
then  Rev.  Isaac  S.  Weisz,  Rittenhouse,  George 
E.  Addams  and  A.  C.  Whitmer,  recently  re- 
signed. 

Upon  the  sale  of  the  old  Elias  Church  to  the 
school  board  of  the  borough,  the  Reformed  con- 
gregation, in  18o7,  proceeded  to  erect  an  im- 
posing brick  church  edifice  on  the  south  side  of 
Market  Street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  Streets 
which  they  in  1884,  enlarged,  remodeled  and 
improved. 

The  Lutheran  Church. — It  seems  that 
Lutheran  and  German  Reformed  conirreaa- 
tions  were  organized  in  the  Valley  as  early 
as  1771,  but  they  had  no  church  build- 
ing until  the  first  log  church  was  erected 
where  the  Drcisbaeh  Church  now  stands  in 
Buffalo  township,  in  the  year  1788.  Preaching 
and  other  religious  services  were  held  in  private 
houses  prior  to  that  time.  As  the  population 
of  Milllinlmrg  increased,  a Lutheran  congrega- 
tion was  organized  there,  and  stated  services 
held.  flic  first  regularly  settled  Lutheran 
pastor  aj» pears  to  have  been  the  Rev.  Ludwig 
Albrecht  Wilhelm  Ugcn  (commonly  pronounced 
Ilyen),  a native  of  Germany,  who  commenced 
to  minister  to  the  Lutheran  societies  of  Lower 
Penn’s  Valley  in  1800,  and  also  preached  regu- 
larly to  the  Milliinburg  Lutherans.  In  1800 
Rev.  John  G.  Heim  became  the  pastor  of  the 
Lutherans  at  I ) re  is  bach’s,  Milliinburg,  etc., 
and  retained  that  position  until  1831,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  John  G.  Anspach. 
Before  the  pastoral  relation  between  Mr.  Heim 
and  his  people  was  severed  his  moral  character 
had  for  some  time  been  under  a shadow,  which 
seriously  impaired  his  usefulness.  As  the  next 
incumbent  of  the  pastoral  office  is  remarkable, 
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among  other  tilings,  for  the  length  of  time  lie 
( K-tMi | )!<“<!  it,  ;i  brief  sketch  will  he  given  of  him 
and  Ids  labors. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Rev.  George  Anspaeh 
resided  in  the  city  of  Anspaeh,  in  Franconia, 
and  took  a leading  part  in  the  events  of  their 
days.  John  Adam  Anspaeh,  the  grandfather  of 
Rev.  John  (!.,  arrived  in  America  about  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  lie  settled  in  Phila- 
delphia and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 
In  1793,  he  and  his  family,  excepting  a son 
John,  fell  victims  to  the  ravages  of  the  yellow 
fever.  This  son,  upon  the  adjustment  of  his 
father’s  affairs,  found  himself  penniless  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years,  but,  being  possessed  of  a 
vigorous  physical  constitution,  and  having  con- 
fidence in  himself,  he  removed  to  the  “Loop,” 
in  Potter  township,  in  Centre  County,  Pa., 
purchased  a tract  of  unimproved  land,  took  unto 
himself  for  a wife  one  of  the  daughters  of  the 
land,  cleared  up  a farm,  and  reared  a large 
family  of  children. 

Losses  by  lire  and  otherwise  absorbed  the 
earnings  of  years  of  persevering  industry,  and 
his  numerous  children  were  compelled  to  com- 
mence the  battle  of  life  with  no  other  patrimony 
than  a sound  mind  in  a sound  body,  good  re- 
ligious training  and  as  much  of  an  education  as 
the  schools  of  the  vicinity  at  the  time  afforded. 
John  George,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 13,  1 SO  1 ; was  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Svnod  of  West,  Pennsylvania,  at  Grccneastle,  in 
1S30  ; ordained  at  Lidiaim  in  f 831,  and  became 
the  pastor  of  the  Milllinburg  congregation  of 
Lutherans  in  the  same  year.  In  1833  lie  married 
Miss  Susan  Wolf,  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  who 
died  September  1!),  1842,  leaving  two  sons,— 
Luther  W.  and  John  M.  The  former  has  been 
for  many  years  one  of  the  leading  teachers  in 
the  schools  of  Union  County  and  elsewhere; 
the  latter  is  a prominent  clergyman  in  the 
Lutheran  Church,  at  present  located  at  Easton, 
Pa.  In  March,  18  13,  he  married  Miss  Susan 
School),  who  still  survives  to  share  with  her 
honored  husband  the  respect  of  the  community 
in  which  they  reside.  Mr.  Anspaeh  finally  re- 
tired from  the  active  duties  of  the  pastorate  in 
188  I.  He  had  previous  to  that  time  diminished 
the  number  of  the  oongregat  ions  which  he  served. 


lie  had  charge  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  at 
Ray’s  for  fifty-three  years,  and  during  that  time 
took  tin  active  part  in  forwarding  the  building 
of  the  two  churches  erected  there  during  that 
period.  He  served  the  White  Deer  congregation 
fifty  years,  and  had  a church  built  there  during 
that  time;  the  congregation  at  Drcisbach’s  was 
under  his  charge  nearly  fifty  years, two  churches 
built  there  during  that  time;  at  Milllinburg  he 
was  the  pastor  about  thirty  years,  a church  built 
during  that  time  ; at  Lewisburgh  fourteen  years, 
a church  built  during  that  time;  at  New  Berlin 
nineteen  years,  church  built;  at  the  Union 
Church,  in  Buffalo  township,  forty  years,  church 
built ; at  Laurel  Run,  or  Laurelton,  nine  years; 
at  Centreville,  two  years,  and  at  Milton,  one 
year. 

From  a record  kept  by  Mr.  Anspaeh  of  his 
ministerial  labors,  it  appears  that  from  April  1, 
1831,  to  April  1,  1884,  he  preached  7397  ser- 
mons in  the  course  of  his  regular  appointments; 
lie  also  ]i reached  1013  funeral  sermons, — total 
sermons,  9010;  he  administered  the  rite  of 
baptism  to  3407  children  and  548  adults  ; con- 
firmed 2081  ; married  1007  couples;  assisted  at 
1 3 corner-stone  layings  and  17  church  dedica- 
tions. 

Pie  excelled  as  a preacher  in  the  German 
language;  in  fact,  he  was  emphatically  a German 
preacher.  lie  was  distinguished  for  the  purity 
and  richness  of  his  German,  and  never  acquired 
the  faculty  of  speaking  the  English  language 
untinged  with  the  German  accent.  In  1857 
the  Lutherans  built  their  present  church  on 
north  side  of  Market  Street,  nearly  opposite  to 
the  Reformed  Church.  Since  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Anspaeh  from  the  charge  of  the  Miffliuburg 
congregation  of  Lutherans  the  successive  pastors 
have  been  Messrs.  Frederick  Ruthrauff,  J.  M. 
Anspaeh,  W.  L.  lleisler,  Henry  and  J.  C. 
Earnest. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcii. — 
At  a Conference  of  the  Methodist  preachers,  held 
in  Baltimore  in  1791,  a new  circuit  called 
Northumberland  was  formed,  and  two  preach- 
ers, Richard  Parriott  and  Lewis  Browning,  ap- 
pointed to  travel  and  preach  through  its  bounds. 
'Phis  circuit  extended  from  Northumberland  up 
the  North  Branch  to  Wilkcsbarre  up  the 
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AVest  Branch  and  Bald  Fugle  and  Spring 
( frock,  ho  as  to  include  M ilesburg  and  Bel IcfVmto  ; 
(lien  across  to  and  including  l’cnn’s  \'allcy, 
IVoin  w 1 1 i< •! ) place  ( lie*,  preachers  traveled  the 
road  through  the  Penn’s  Valley  Narrows,  by 
way  of  Ilarlleton,  Mifllinburg  and  Lcwisbnrgh, 
to  Northumberland.  Kadi  preacher  traversed 
this  circuit  on  horseback  once  in  lour  weeks, 
preaching  every  day  or  night,  except  when  the 
distance  between  the  appointments  was  too 
great;  generally  in  private  houses.  Under  this 
arrangement  M illlinlmrg  and  the  whole  of  (he 
Buffalo  Valley  was  included  in  Northumberland 
circuit,  and  retained  this  connection  until,  in 
180(1,  all  that  part  of  the  circuit  west  and  south 
of  the  town  of  Northumberland  was  embraced 
in  a new  circuit,  called  Lycoming.  About 
1832  Northumberland  circuit  was  again  made 
to  embrace  Buffalo  Valiev,  and  continued  to  do 
so  until  the  formation  of  the  Mifllinburg  circuit, 
in  1855,  with  the  exception  that  in  1850  Lewis- 
burgh  had  been  made  an  independent  station. 
The  Mill! inburg  circuit  embraces  four  regular 
preaching-places,  viz.:  Mifllinburg,  Forest  Hill, 
Ilartleton  and  Lincoln  Chapel,  all  supplied  by 
one  pastor.  The  time  of  the  erection  of  the  first 
Methodist  Church  in  M ifllinburg  cannot  be  fixed 
with  absolute  certainty.  An  examination  of 
the  deeds  for  the  land  on  which  the  present 
Methodist  Church  is  built  shows  that  on  March 
23,  1803,  John  Aurand  and  wife  conveyed  a cer- 
tain lot  of  ground,  therein  described,  containing 
twenty-four  perches,  to  Christopher  Wagner  and 
Mishael  Lincoln,  trustees  of  the  “Communion 
Union  Church.”  On  this  land  a log  church 
was  built  at  or  about  that  time,  and  was  used 
by  the  Methodists,  and  known  as  the  Methodist 
Church.  This  church  was  of  one  story,  with  a 
door  in  the  west  end,  opposite  to  the  pulpit, 
opening  on  what  is  now  called  Third  Street. 
There  was  ul.-.o  another  door  on  the  south  side 
of  the  building,  which  was  not  used  for  ordinary 
purposes  of  ingress  and  egress,  it  being  several 
feet,  from  the  ground  and  unprovided  with  steps. 
The  ceiling  was  made  of  boards,  nailed  to  the 
joists  from  below,  and  from  the  joists  above  the 
ceiling  a chimney  or  flue  was  built  up,  so  as  to 
extend  beyond  the  roof.  'This  chimney  or  line 
received  the  pipe  from  the  stoves  used  in  vann- 


ing the  building.  Win  n this  flue  was  built,  the 
part  above  the  roof  was  made  a little  larger  than 
the  part  below,  in  order  to  keep  the  rain  from 
running  down  along  the  flue.  It  thus  came  to 
pass  that  when  the  newly-built  flue  settled,  the 
part  below  the  roof  became  separated  from  the 
part  above.  While  in  this  condition  a pro- 
tracted meeting  was  held,  and  a revival  was  in 
progress  ; penitents  were  at  the  altar  crying  for 
mercy;  the  prayers  of  the  brethren  were  going 
up  in  their  behalf,  accompanied  by  the  pious 
unions,  when,  all  at  once,  that  part  of  the  flue 
between  the  ceiling  and  the  roof  toppled  over, 
and  fell  with  a tremendous  crash  upon  the  boards 
of  the  ceiling  below,  which  straightway  went 
down  upon  the  backs  and  shoulders  of  the  kneel- 
ing congregation.  A scene  of  indescribable  con- 
fusion  then  ensued.  A rush  was  made  for  the 
doors;  the  side-door  from  which  there  were  no 
steps,  was  opened,  and  the  affrighted  people  tum- 
bled pell-mell  out  of  it  into  a promiscuous  heap, 
glad  to  get  out  in  any  way,  not  knowing  but  what 
some  fiend  incarnate  was  at  their  heels.  Although 
the  house  was  filled  with  people  at  the  time,  no 
one  was  seriously  injured,  but  many  ludicrous 
scenes  occurred,  which  were  laughed  over  in 
after-years.  For  some  years  prior  to  1832  there 
had  been  no  regular  preaching  by  the  Method- 
ists in  Mifllinburg,  on  account  of  the  dimin- 
ished number  of  the  congregation.  At  this 
time  Mifllinburg  was  again  made  part  of  the 
Northumberland  circuit,  and  the  “circuit  riders” 
again  made  their  bi-weekly  visits,  until  the  for- 
mation of  the  Mifllinburg  circuit  made  a Meth- 
odist preacher  a resident  of  the  town.  On  July 
11,  18-14,  Mishael  Lincoln,  surviving  trustee  of 
the  “ Communion  Union  Church,”  formally 
conveyed  the  church  property  to  David  Mi zener, 
Henry  Crotzcr  and  Jeremiah  Camp,  trustees, 
and  their  successors,  for  the  use  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

In  I 85(>  the  old  log  building  was  torn  down, 
and  the  present  brick  church  erected  in  its  place; 
also  a parsonage  on  the  lot  adjoining.  The 
following  list  contains  the  names  of  the  preachers 
appointed  to  the  several  circuits,  which,  from 
time  to  time,  embraced  Mifllinburg  and  the  sur- 
rounding country : 

NoiLlunnbci'land  Circuit,  1701, — Richard  Harriott, 
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Lewis  III  owning  ; 1792, — .Limes  Gampbi'll,  William 
l'iilliei'1;  1711.'!, — .lames  Gumphcll,  James  I’ayiiler! 
17!*  I, — Robert  M an  ley,  Job  n I Inal  bead  ; 1 710, — .lames 
Ward, Stephen  Timmons  ; 171*0, — John  Seward,  Rich- 
ard Snealh ; 1797, — John  Lackey,  Daniel  Jligby; 
1798, — John  Lackey,  John  Leacdi. 

Wyoming  and  Norlhumherhind  Circuit,  1799, — 
James  Moore,  Benjamin  Bhllaek  and  Daniel  Stevens, 
a six-weeks’  circuit;  1 S( )(), — Ephraim  ( Inunbcrs,  lad. 
Larkins,  Asa  Smith. 

Northumberland  Circuit,  1801,-- Johnson  Durham, 
(lilliert  Carpenter  ; 1802,— Aiming  Owen,  James  Aik- 
eiis  ; 1.8011, — Daniid  Ryan,  James  Ridgway  ; 180-1, — 
Thomas  Adams,  ( 1 ideon  Draper;  1805, — Christopher 
Fry,  Janies  Saunders. 

Lycoming  Circuit,  1800, — Timothy  Lee,  Jesse 
I’iimel ; 1807, — James  Charles,  William  Wolle;  1808, 
— Aiming  Owen,  Daniel  Stansbury  ; 1809, — John 
Rhoads,  Jacob  Barnhart;  1810, — ’Timothy  Lee, Samuel 
Ross;  181 1,— George  'Thomas,  Abraham  Dawson; 
1812, — John  llaz/.ard,  James  S.  Lent;  1813, — George 
Thomas,  Israel  Cook ; 1814, — Peter  Jones,  Janies 
Bennett;  1815, — John  'Thomas,  Wyatt  Chamberlin; 
IS  1(5, — Israel  Chamberlin,  Rinaldo  M.  Everetts  > 
1817, — John  Thomas,  John  Rhoads;  1818, — John 
Rhoads,  Benjamin  Bidlack ; 1819, — Israel  Cook, 

Thomas  McGhee  ; 1820. — John  Thomas,  Robert  Men- 
hliall ; 1821, — Robert  Menshall,  Jacob  R.  Shepperd  ; 
1-S22, — Robert  Caddcn,  William  McDowell;  1823, — 
Robert  Cad  den,  Nathaniel  51  ills ; 1S2-1, — John  Thomas, 
Thomas  McGhee;  1825, — Thomas  McGhee,  Francis 
McCartney;  1820, — Amos  Smith,  John  Bowen;  1827, 
—John  Bowen,  Henry  Tarring;  1828, — Edward  E. 
Allen,  Robert  Kemp;  1829, — William  Pretty  mam 
Charles  Kalb  (us;  1830, — -William  Prettyman,  James 
II.  Brown  ; 1831, — James  W.  Dunahay,  William  Evans. 

Northumberland  Circuit,  1882, — -M armaduke  Pearce, 
Josiah  Eorrcst;  1888, — Josiah  Forrest,.!.  Reed,  Jr.; 
1834, — Henry  Tarring,  Oliver  Ege,  1835, — Ilenry 
Tarring,  R.  Beey,  John  Guycr,  and  T.  Myers;  183(5, 
— Charles  Ivalbfus,  J.  T.  Chaney;  1887, — Charles 
Kalbfus,  John  Hall;  1838, — James  Sanies,  Isaac  T. 
Stratton;  1889, — James  Sanks,  Isaac  T.  Stratton; 
1.840,— Thomas  Taneyhill,  William  Hirst;  1841, — 
Thomas  Taneyhill,  James  AY.  Miles.  (James  W. 
Miles  remained  on  his  circuit  only  a few  weeks. 
Northumberland  and  Milton  Circuits  were  then 
united,  and  were  supplied  by  Thomas  Taneyhill,  John 
Bowen  and  William  II erst,  until  alter  the  next  Con- 
ference.) 1812, — James  Ewing,  William  R.  Mills; 
IS  IB, — James  Ewing,  W.  T.  D.  Cle.inm  ; LSI  I,-  I!.  ||. 
Clever,  Janies  Gayer;  1815, — It.  II.  (trover,  N.  IS. 
Buckingham;  18111,—  B.  B.  Reese,  John  J.  Pearce; 

I. 817,— William  R.  Mills,  .1.  W.  Elliott;  1818,— 
Joseph  S.  Lee,  S.  A.  Wilson;  1849, — Joseph  H.  Eee, 
Benjamin  B.  Hamlin;  1850,- — S.  L.  M.  Conner,  II. 
W.  Bellman;  1851, — S.  E.  M.  Conner  ; 1852, — John 
Moorhead,  T,  M.  Slnsser;  1853,  Thomas  Barnhart, 

J.  Y.  Rothroek;  1.851, — Thomas  Barnhart. 


Milllinhurg  Circuit,  1855, — R.  W.  Black,  J.  W. 
, Stout;  1850,  — R.  W.  Black,  P.  I!.  Rueli;  IS. >7, 
Samuel  Creighton;  1858, — Samuel  Creighton;  1859, 
Samuel  Shannon;  1.800, — Samuel  Shannon;  18(51, — 

A.  W.  Gibson;  1802, — Albert  Hartman;  18(53, — 
Charles  Cleaver,  W.  Case;  1804, — Charles  Cleaver,  E. 
Shoemaker;  1X05-00, — N.  AY.  Colburn  ; 1X07-08, — 
James  T.  Wilson;  1 800.  — N.  W.  Colburn;  1870, — 
John  Guss;  1871-7.3, — John  A.  Woodcock;  1874-70. 
— M.  P.  Crosthwaite ; 1 877, — Milllinhurg  Circuit,  D 

B.  McCloskey;  1878-80, — B.  T.  Stevens;  1881-83.- 

A.  M.  Barnil/. ; 1884-85, — W.  McKcndree  Riley. 

I ’it  ESI!  YTJ’jI!  I A N (TlHRCII  Of  AI I I’KLI  N BlJRl  i. 
— In  1808  Rev.  Thomas  I loot!,  tlion  pastor  of 
the  I >tt Halo  Church,  cointncneeil  preaching  in 
Milllinhurg  for  the  accommodation  of  those  of 
his  members  who  lived  in  (lie  vicinity ; gave 
them  one-fourth  of  his  time  and  continued  un- 
til 1812.  A congregation  was  formed  in  181 B 
by  Messrs.  McClellan  and  Templeton  and  oc- 
casional supplies  for  three  years  were  mostly 
from  the  Associate  or  Associate  Reformed  denom- 
inations ; among  these  were  Rev.  George  dun- 
kin,  who  served  from  1821  to  1828  ; was  fol- 
lowed by  Rev.  David  Kirkpatrick,  who,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1827,  with  the  congregation,  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Presbytery  of  Northumberland, 
and  were  received  by  them  from  the  Associate 
Reformed  body.  This  congregation  used  the 
old  log  Methodist.  Church  as  their  place  of  wor- 
ship. Mr.  Kirkpatrick  was  the  principal  of  the 
Milton  Academy.  lie  quit  the  Milllinhurg 
congregation  about  18.35;  until  1840  the  church 
was  served  by  supplies, among  whom  were  Revs. 
P.  B.  Marr,  Sheddon,  Hudson,  Waller,  Pollok, 

B.  B.  Newton,  etc. 

In  1811  Rev.  G.  W.  Thompson  became  the 
regular  pastor  of  the  congregation,  which  was 
then  received  into  Presbytery.  He  left  in  1817 
and  was  succeeded  in  order  by  Revs. William- 
son, Morrison,  Adams,  Marrs,  Reardon,  Ken- 
nedy, Reed,  Edwards.  In  18  IB  a brick  church 
on  Green  Street  was  built,  which,  in  1881,  col- 
lapsed under  the  weight  ol  snow  on  its  roof. 
The  church  was  rebuilt  the  same  year. 

I’ltKsitYTBRiAN  ( ’i  1 1 * in  M I . — After  the  recep- 
tion into  Presbytery  of  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church  of  Milllinhurg,  that  portion  of  the 
Presbyterians  of  M illlinburgaud  vicinity  which 
still  belonged  or  adhered  to  the  Buffalo  congre- 
gation, with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Hood,  uliova 
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still  their  pastor  at  Buffalo,  petitioned  Presby- 
tery  at  its  next  meeting  to.  allow  Rev.  Nathaniel 
'Todd  to  preach  to  them  in  AI  illlinbiirg  on  the 
Sabbath  which  Mr.  Mood  did  not  preach  at 
Jhdlalo.  'This  request  was  granted,  anil  Mr. 
Todd  supplied  the  western  part  of  the  Rullalo 
congregation  for  six  years  and  a hall’,  preaching 
to  them  every  alternate  Sabbath.  After  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Todd  from  M illl  inbiirg  I he  west- 
ern portion  ol  the  Buffalo  congregation  had  no 
preaching  at  M illlinbiirg  until  about  185  1.  In 
October,  1 85, 8,  Dr.  drier  accepted  a call  from 
the  Jhdlalo  Church  for  his  wholetime  and  made 
M illlinbiirg  the  place  of  his  residence.  He 
then  commenced  preaching  in  M illlinbiirg  to  the 
members  of  .Buffalo  congregation  who  resided 
in  and  near  Alilllinbtirg  and  continued  until  his 
death,  in  188  1.  After  Hr.  (frier  began  preach- 
ing at  M illlinbiirg  he  was  arraigned  before  the 
Presbytery  on  the  charge  of  acting  disorderly 
in  preaching  at  M illlinbiirg.  The  Presbytery 
decided  in  his  favor.  Might  years  afterwards  the 
subject  was  again  brought  before  the  Presbytery, 
carried  to  the  General  Assembly  and  decided 
in  his  favor  again.  In  1881  a church  building 
was  erected  on  Market  Street,  in  the  front  of 
which  is  a tablet  bearing  the  inscription  : “ Buf- 
falo Church;  organized  1778,  built  1881.” 
Rev.  VY.  K.  Foster  has  been  the  pastor  since  the 
death  of  Dr.  Grier. 

Isaac  Grier,  son  of  Rev.  Isaac  Grier  and 
Flizaboth,  his  wife,  was  born  at  Jersey  Shore  in 
January,  180U.  II  is  mother  was  a daughter  of 
Rev.  Robert  ( 'ooper,  ol  Cumberland  Valley. 
Robert  G.  Grier,  late  a justice  ol'  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  General  Grier, 
of  the  United  States  army,  were  his  brothel's. 

Rev.  Dr.  (frier  was  graduated  from  Dickinson 
College,  taught  the  Danville  Academy  for  two 
years  and  then  entered  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  1888.  Me  then  became  a 
supply  to  tin'  congregations  of  Shaniokin  and 
V ashing  1 1 in,  in  \\  Idle  Dee]1  \ alley.  In  188  1 
lie  accepted  a call  from  the  Washington  con- 
gregation; gave  up  (he  Shaniokin  one,  and  took 
also  the  Bethel,  in  W hile  Deer  towns  hip.  In 
1 88o,  he  accepted  a cal  I from  I ho  Buffalo  Church, 
and  in  IS, eg  he  accepted  a call  from  the  W ash- 


ington Church  and  the  next  year  returned  to 
the  Bullldo  Church.  He  remained  the  pastor 
of  this  church  until  his  death,  June  17,  1874, 
aged  seventy-eight  years. 

From  the  lime  lie  took  charge  ol  the  Rullalo 
Clmi'i'h  until  his  death  forty-nine  years  had 
passed,  during  all  of  which,  as  the  years  rolled 
by,  he  seemed  to  be  more  and  more  esteemed 
and  respected  by  his  people.  I Ids  lad  is  his 
best  eulogy.  His  aged  widow  now  resides  in 
M illlinbiirg. 

N KWsi’X  i‘i:i:s. — In  181  I,  Andrew  Kennedy, 
Jr.,  began  to  publish  a weekly  paper  in  Milllin- 
Imrg,  called  the  Union , continued  it  one  year, 
when  he  sold  it  to  Henry  Slump,  who  removed 
it  to  New  Berlin,  following  the  county-seat, 
in  August,  1848,  Robert  Swineford,  proprietor 
of  the  Temperance  Advocate  and  Family  Visitor, 
a paper  published  at  New  Berlin,  sold  it  to 
James  McClunoand  Jacob  II mis,  and  they  re- 
moved the  establishment  to  Alilllinhurg.  About 
two  years  later  the  paper  was  sold  to  Rev. 
W.  If.  II.  B arnes,  who  removed  the  concern  to 
Milton.  During  the  time  the  paper  was  pub- 
lished by  McCIune  & II  aus  the  subscription 
list  increased  from  six  hundred  to  one  thousand. 

Air.  ITaus  now  lives  in  New  Castle,  Pa., 
where  he  has  served  as  alderman  for  the  last 
twenty-three  years.  lie  served  as  prothonotary 
of  Union  County  from  1847  to  1880. 

In  1885,  Rev.  Samuel  Gutelius  bought  the 
Union  County  Star,  a paper  published  in  New 
Berlin,  and  removed  it  to  Al  illlinbiirg.  lie 
sold  it  to  Dr.  A.  J.  Crotzcr,  who  formed  a 
partnership  with  Dr.  Chesselden  Fisher.  Sub- 
sequently Crotzcr  sold  it  to  Reuben  G.  Orwig, 
who,  with  his  brother,  Thomas  1 ».,  ran  the  paper 
one  year,  when  Reuben  G.  Orwig  removed  to 
Bcwisburgh  and  established  the  Home  Gazette. 
The  Union  i'annly  Star  was  sold  to  ( ).  N. 
Worden,  of  the  Tririshurijli  Chronicle,  and  the 
p.ipor  v as  afterwards  published  as  the  Star  and 
< 'liranicte. 

In  1 80S,  Frederick  Smith  established  and 
pi i bl i Inil  the  I nion  ('annh/  /’n  tor  about, 
four  years. 

The  Mi [jH  nhu  r;/  Tele;/ rap h was  established 
by  ( '.  F.  I Ians  and  Jos.  J.  R.  Orwig;  the  lirsl 
number  was  issued  June  ID,  |8(I2.  Frederick 
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Smilli  sold  his  paper  to  Mans  A Orwig.  In 
1 si;.-)  Mr.  II  ans  sold  his  interest  in  the  estab- 
lishment to  Mr.  Orwig,  who,  with  a lew  iuter- 
mi-sions,  published  the  paper  until  January  I, 

1 S TO,  when  he  sold  it  to  George  W.  .Selioeh,  and 
>0011  alter  received  the  appointment  of  assistant 
librarian  in  the  Slate  Library  at.  Harrisburg. 

Since  January  1,  I 873,  Mr.  Selioeh  has  con- 
ducted the  J'l/ci/roph  with  signal  ability  and 
marked  success.  It  is  Republican  in  politics. 

On  January  I,  1 88f>,  George  W.  Foote  issued 
the  lirst  number  of  the  M / jjlinhurg  Timex,  a 
I K'lnoeratie  paper. 

Sot  a i ;ti  its. — ddie  (’reseent.  Lodge,  I.  ().  of  O. 
i'\,  was  organized  in  1.8  Id.  'Flic  charter  members 
were  Dr.  W illiam  A.  Piper,  I Ienry  \Y.  Crotzer, 
Matthias  Wilson,  Joseph  Filer  and  Dr.  A.  J. 
Crotzer.  The  lodge  was  reorganized  June,  1874. 
Charter  members:  .Samuel  Oetgen,  John  Bad- 
ger, Charles  Crotzer,  J.  M.  Stayman,  IF  F. 
Katon  and  Alexander  Frederick.  'The  lirst  of- 
liecrs  were:  X.  (4.,  R.  F.  Faton  ; V.  G.,  Robert 
A.  Wfiidcl  1 ; Secretary,  F.  M . Oetgen  ; Assist- 
ant Secretary,  S.  Wr.  Johnson  ; Treasurer,  Sam- 
uel Oetgen. 

Milllinburg  Lodge,  Xo.  370,  of  Free  and 
Accepted  .Masons,  was  organized  August  30, 
A.n.  1866.  First  officers:  W.  M.,  X.  \V . Col- 
burn ; S.  Wh,  J.  F.  Herr  ; J.  W.,  Richard  V. 

1 >.  Lincoln. 

William  R.  Foster  Post,  Xo.  ‘247,  G.  A.  11., 
so  named  in  honor  of  Rrevet-Major  William 

R.  Foster,  was  organized  May  18,  1882,  with 
eighteen  members.  • It  now  numbers  sixty-nine. 
The  lirst  o (licers  were  as  follows:  Post,  Com- 
mander, G.  A.  Faton  ; Senior  Vice-Commander, 

S.  V.  Johnston  ; Junior  Vice-Commander, 
F.  M.  lxessingor  ; Quartermaster,  J.  W.  Rai- 
lin'; Chaplain,  John  L.  Strong;  Surgeon,  G. 
S.  Kemble,  M.D.  ; Officer  of  the  Guard,  II.  F. 

( in  tel  ins  ; Officer  of  I he  Day,  M . ( i.  Reed  ; A d - 
julantjS.  I>.  Hoffman  ; Quartermaster-Sergeant, 
Albert  Foster;  Sergeant-Major,  George  V. 
Selioeh. 

1 >.\  n ks. — The  First  Nat  ional  I lank  of  jM  i 111  in- 
burg  was  chartered  February,  1 Stiff,  wit  h William 
Young  president,  and  James  W.  Sands  e, adder. 
In  1 872  a banking-house  was  built  at  a cost  of 

rS 

live  thousand  live  hundred  dollars,  and  wound 
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up  its  affairs  in  1880.  W illiam  Young  re- 
mained its  president  during  the  whole  term  of 
its  existence.  P>.  F.  Young  was  cashier  for  a 
time. 

The  Mifflinburg  Bank  was  organized  June 
I -r),  1872,  by  a number  of  the  business  men  of 
Milllinburg  and  vicinity.  Its  success  was  as- 
sured, and,  on  March  27,  1873,  it  was  incor- 
porated. On  March  8,  1880,  it  purchased  the 
banking-house  of  the  First  National  Rank.  Its 
officers  are  James  Chambers,  president;  II.  G. 
Wolf,  vice-president;  J.  J ).  S.  Gast,  secretary; 
John  W . Lincoln,  cashier.  Directors:  James 
Chambers,  II.  G.  Wolf,  J.  I).  S.  Gast,  Robert 
V Glover,  Horace  P.  Glover,  John  Rcighard, 
R.  V.  R.  Lincoln,  Valentine  Walter,  David 
Watson,  G.  W . 1 1 immelreich  and  Jacob  Ring- 
man. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 


JIEXJIY  OAST. 

During  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  most  press- 
ing invitations  were  extended  to  different  parts 
of  Germany  to  send  emigrants  to  England,  to 
be  shipped  from  thence  to  America.  The  idea  ot 
the  Queen  being  to  populate  this  country  with 
an  industrious,  hardy  class  of  people.  Among 
those  who  accepted  this  invitation  were  two 
brothers  named  Johan  Xickel  and  Johann 
Christian  Gast,  who  were  born  in  the  village  of 
Odenvald,  Germany,  in  what  was  called  the 
Pfalz.  They  shipped  at  Rotterdam,  in  the  ship 
“ Neptune,”  commanded  by  George  Smith,  on 
the  7th  day  of  October,  17of>.  They  were  land- 
ed at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  their  services 
were  sold  to  pay  their  passage.  Johan  Xickel 
Cast  married  and  had  a son  born  to  him.  The 
son  married,  but  died  without  issue,  and  the 
family  of  one  of  the  brothers  became  extinct. 
Johann  Christian  married  before  leaving  Ger- 

o 

many  a Miss  Catherine  Rrtindf.  As  soon  as 
their  passage  money  was  paid  they  went  to  Nor- 
thumberland County,  Pa.,  and  near  where  M id- 
dle  Creek  empties  into  the  Susquehanna  River, 
bought  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  lie  built 
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n house  and  out-houses  and  i m | >i'< >s*cm1  (lie  land 
ami  on  il  lived  many  years. 

To  tliian  were  liorn  John  Nicholas,  horn 
; Christian,  horn  and  a daugh- 
ter, who  married  a man  hy  (lie  name  of  Mowry, 
and  went  lo  ( )hio,  since  when  nothing  is  known 
of  them.  When  Mr.  (last  found  himself  tool 
old  to  work  he  offered  his  entire  farm  lo  his 
eldest  son,  John,  on  condition  that  he  would 
support  him  and  his  wife.  John  declined  the 
farm,  saving  he  had  a good  trade  and  did  not 


ily  and  parents  moved  into  t lie  Valley,  where 
the  old  people  died,  and  are  huried  at  Kivcr.— 
hi  i re;. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents,  Christian 
sold  out  and  moved  to  I luntingdon  County, 
where  1 ui  died,  lie  reared  a family  often  eliil- 
i dren,  all  of  whom  in  their  turn  raised  large 
liimilios,  who  went  West,  from  whence  many  of 
them  came  to  life  annual  re-union  of  the  Cast 
family.  John  Nicholas  Cast  was  horn  and 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  original  homestead 


want  a farm,  lie  then  made  the  same  offer  to 
his  next  son,  who  also  declined.  This  second 
refusal  brought  the  old  man  to  tears,  which 
caused  the  son  to  relent  and  he  accepted  the 
farm.  After  this  John  Nicholas  bought  of  a 
Mr.  Mill's  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres  ot 
land  in  the  i > r 1 1 s 1 1 Valley,  in  what  is  now  Cen- 
tre County,  Ua.,  and,  wishing  to  got  the  family 
together,  he  prevailed  on  his  brother  to  sell  the 
homestead  and  take  part  of  his  purchase  in  the 
Ifrusli  Valley,  which  he  did,  and  with  his  I'ain- 


Jfc  became  a shoemaker  and  worked  at  his 
trade,  when  not  engaged  as  a scout,  ile  was 
onc  of  a partv  of  scouts  whose  duty  it  was  to  go 
from  fort  to  fort  and  help  protect  the  settlers 
from  Indian  raids.  lie  was  one  of  the  party 
who  carried  Mr.  fate  to  the  fort  after  lie  was 
wounded  by  the  Indians.  With  money  earned 
at  his  trade  he  bought  the  land  in  finish  Val- 
ley, where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
Jlis  wife  was  Catherine  Knipe,  and  a member 
of  the  Knipe  family  of  Lebanon  Valley,  hike 
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was  a grand-daughter  of  .Jacob  Stover,  wlio, 
with  -Judge  Harper  and  .Jacob  Holder,  were 
the  first  ill reo  .settlers  in  Penn  Valley,  their 
nearest  neighbor  being  General  Potter,  fifteen 
miles  west  of  them.  Il<a'  father  died  when  slie 
was  hut  two  years  old,  and  she  became  a mem- 
ber of  her  grandfather  Stover’s  family,  and  with 
them  went  to  the  Penn  Valley.  When  she  was 
hut  seven  years  old  her  grandfather  and  his 
neighbors  were  notified  l>y  General  Potter  that 
the  Indians  were  making  a raid  down  the  val- 
ley. Preparations  were  at  once  made  to  leave 
and  the  next  morning  those  who  were  unable  to 
walk  were  put  on  horses,  while  the  others, 
among  them  the  seven-year-old  girl,  had  to 
walk,  and  in  a snow-storm  started  for  Over- 
meycr’s  Fort,  twenty  miles  away.  Before  the 
lurt  was  reached  the  snow  was  np  to  her  knees. 
From  the  fort  they  went  in  canoes  down  Penn 
Creek  to  the  Susquehanna  River. 

In  unloading  one  of  the  canoes,  one  of  them, 
containing  her  grandmother  and  her  children, 
was  upset  and  all  thrown  into  the  creek,  from 
which  they  were  all  taken  more  dead  than  alive. 
They  went  down  the  river  in  flat  boats  and 
landed  near  what  is  now  Harrisburg.  They 
made  their  way  back  to  what  is  now  Lebanon, 
then  called  Stcitz,  where  they  remained  until  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Indians  two  years  after 
made  it  safe  for  them  to  return  to  their  farms, 
much  to  the  joy  of  the  little  Catherine,  who  had 
always  longed  for  her  home  in  the  wilderness. 
The  children  of  John  Nicholas  Cast  and  his 
wife,  Catherine,  were  Flizabcth,  who  died  in 
her  eighty-ninth  year;  John  Adams,  died  at  (he 
age  of  eighty-nine;  Barbara,  who  was  seventy- 
live  years  old  at  her  death;  George,  who  died 
at  eighty-six,  and  Catherine,  who  passed  awav 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  Their  living  children 
are  Christina,  born  in  1800;  Mary,  born  in 
180:1;  John,  born  in  1804;  ITenry,  born  in 
ISOti;  and  Susan,  born  in  1808.  John  Nich- 
olas and  his  wife  are  buried  at  Rivcrsburg. 

One  year  prior  to  the  sailing  for  this  country 
of  the  two  brothers,  Johan  Nickel  and  Johann 
( 'hristian,  their  sister,  who  was  (he  wife  of  John 
Henry  Shaller,  came  to  this  country  and  .willed 
across  the  Blue  Mountains,  from  Reading,  in 
llerks  County.  The  day  before  the  two  broth- 
87 


ers  landed  at  Philadelphia  Mr.  Shaffer  was  no- 
tified that  the  Indians  were  approaching  his 
home.  The  next  morning  he  placed  his  wife 
on  a horse  to  flee,  but  she  had  gone  only  a 
short  distance  when  he  was  shot  and  killed  by 
the  Indians.  His  wife’s  horse  was  disabled  by 
a bullet,  and,  though  she  attempted  to  escape  by 
running,  she  was  soon  captured.  She  was  taken 
to  Canada  and  remained  a prisoner  for  two 
years,  when  she  was  returned  to  her  friends. 
She  afterwards  married  a Mr.  Carman,  but  all 
trace  of  her  descendants  have  been  lost. 

ITenry  Cast  was  born  September  30,  180G, 
on  the  homestead  in  the  Brush  Valley.  His 
father  died  when  Henry  was  but  five  years  old 
leaving  a large  family.  The  mother  kept  the 
children  together  and  ITenry  thus  had  the  pre- 
cepts and  teachings  of  his  almost  Spartan  moth- 
er, who  instilled  upon  his  young  mind  the  les- 
sons of  industry  and  integrity,  which  have  been 
his  motto  through  life.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
lie  became  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Alexander 
Graham,  in  Aaronsburg,  Penn  Valley.  After 
several  years  spent  in  the  store  he  drove  a ped- 
ler’s  wagon  on  his  own  account,  but  only  suc- 
ceeded in  keeping  out  of  debt.  lie  then  served 
as  boss  on  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  for  four 
years,  and  saved  some  money,  with  which  he,  in 
1830,  started  a general  store  in  MifHinburg, 
Union  County,  Penna.  He  built,  in  1837,  the 
brick  store  on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  now 
owned  by  his  son,  .1.  J).  8.  Cast,  which  at  that 
time  was  considered  a very  fine  store. 

In  18G5  he  retired  from  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  favor  of  his  son,  J.  D.  >S.  Cast,  who 
continued  in  business  in  the  old  store  until  1883, 
when  he  built  the  fine  structure  he  now  occu- 
pies opposite  the  old  stand.  About  the  year 
18G0,  finding  he  was  losing  his  health  by  too 
close  confinement  in  the  store,  Mr.  Cast  built  a 
cabin  in  the  mountains  and  spent  weeks  hunt- 
ing and  fishing.  While  roaming  over  the  moun- 
tains  in  quest  of  game  he  became  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  the  timber  would  in  time 
greatly  enhance  the  value  of  the  mountain  land, 
and  he  finally  purchased  eleven  thosand  acres  at 
fifty  cents  per  acre,  a scheme  which  by  many  of 
his  neighbors  was  considered  good  evidences  of 
his  insanity.  But  the  wisdom  of  the  purchase 
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JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


lias  Ion"-  since  Keen  conceded  by  all.  The  sale 
of  only  a part,  ol'  these  lands  has  made  lor  him- 
self and  family  a comfortable  Ibrl, line.  In 
politics  Mr.  (last  is  and  ever  has  been  a 
Democrat,  though  not  an  olliee  seeker  or  holder, 
lie  married  Miss  Mary  Spy  her,  a daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Margaret  (Bush)  Spy  her. 
Miss  Spyher  is  a descendant  of  Conrad  Wei- 
ser,  who,  in  172!),  left  Schoharie,  X.  Y,, 
with  his  wife  and  live  children  and  settled  near 


EXOCII  MILLER. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Berks  Comity, 
Pa.,  was  the  father  of  John  Miller,  who 
emigrated  to  this  country  from  Cermany,  at 
w hat  time  is  not  know  n.  John  was  born,  grew 
to  manhood  and  was  married  in  Berks  Comity. 
( )1  his  children,  Moses  \V.  was  born  in  Berks 
County  October  30,  1807  ; he  became  a farmer 
and  married  Miss  Mary  Hart  let  in  1881;  she 
was  born  in  Oley  township,  county  above  named, 


the  present  site  of  Womelsdorf,  Berks  County, 
Pa.  lie  was  a man  of  prominence  and  served 
in  various  capacities  for  the  Government  of 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cast  have  been 
blessed  with  the  following  children  : Margaret, 
born  March  22,  1881;  John  I ).  S.,  born  No- 
vember 21,  1 88b;  Calvin,  October  2(i,  1887} 
John  lv , born  March  7,  18  10;  Catherine, 
born  June -l,  I 8 12  and  Kinnin,  born  April  22, 
1840. 


October  80,  1807.  In  the  spring  of  183b,  with 
his  wife  and  children,  lie  came  to  Union  County, 
and  for  a couple  of  years  lived  in  West  Buffalo 
township.  IL.'  then  bought  of  a Mr.  Paneross 
the  farm  in  Limestone  township  he  resided 
upon  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  23, 
18  11.  In  politics  lie  was  a Whig,  but  took  no 
active  part  in  politics  and  held  only  the  office  of 
supervisor.  He  was  for  many  years  a member 
of  the  Evangelical  Church.  After  her  Inis- 
band’s  death  Mrs.  Miller  for  six  years  let  her 
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Linn  to  tenants.  Her  eldest  son  then  rented  it. 
for  a time;  the  next  one  then  rented  it,  and  so  for 
many  years  it  was  rented  by  her  sons.  In  1873 
die  had  ;t  house  erected  in  Mifllinburg,  since 
wlicn  she  hits  resided  in  town  and  is  now  in  her 
M.wenty-eighth  year,  strong  and  vigorous.  Their 
children  were  Sarah,  born  January  30,1832; 
Maria,  born  April  7,1834;  Enoch,  born  No- 
vember 4,  1835;  Joseph,  born  November  17, 
1837;  Daniel  B.,  born  December  21,  1839; 
•lolm  F.,  born  February  18,  1842;  and  George 
A.,  born  January  21,  1844. 

Knooh  Miller,  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
remained  at  home  until  old  enough  to  work, 
when  he  worked  out  by  the  month  for  the 
farmers  in  his  vicinity,  going  to  the  country 
>ehools  only  for  a few  months  in  the  winter. 
When  fifteen  years  old  he  worked  his  mother’s 
farm  one  year,  and  was  then  placed  by  his  guard- 
ian with  Mr.  Joseph  Boopto  learn  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  He  worked  as  an  apprentice  two  years, 
as  a journeyman  two  years,  and  was  then  for 
one  year  a partner  of  Mr.  Boop.  In  18(30  he 
built  a house  and  carpenter-shop  on  the  corner 
of  Sixth  and  Market  Streets,  in  Mifllinlmrg,  and 
continued  at  his  trade  on  his  own  account.  In 
1870  lie  built  the  first  residence  he  now  resides 
in,  audio  1875  the  large  and  commodious  plan- 
ing-mill  he  now  occupies,  and  in  which  he  manu- 
factures doors,  sash,  blinds  and  everything  in 
his  line  used  in  building.  Air.  Miller  is,  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  a self-made  man,  and 
has,  bv  integrity  and  upright  dealing,  increased 
his  business  until  he  now  employs  sixteen  car- 
penters and  erects  buildings  in  Mifllinburg  bor- 
ough, Northumberland,  Snyder  and  Union 
Counties.  The  bank  building,  Cast’s  line  store 
and  many  of  the  best  buildings  in  Mifllinburg 
have  been  erected  by  him.  In  politics  a Demo- 
crat, but  not  a partisan.  lie  has  been  borough 
councilman  and  held  other  town  offices.  A 
memberof  the  Reformed  Church  for  many  years 
and  for  a quarter  of  a century  the  leader  of  its 
choir.  On  the  20th  day  of  September,  185(3,  Mr. 
Miller  led  to  the  altar  Miss  Sarah  E.,  daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Christiana  (Slit/.cr)  Kather- 
man,  of  an  old  family  in  (he  valley.  She  was 
horn  October  (3,  1837.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  the  following  children  : Mary  ( '., 


born  June  14,  1857  ; Frederick  W.,  born  July 
7,  1858,  died  December  1,  1803;  AnnaS.,  born 
January  25,  1800;  Edith  M.,  born  September 
23,  1802;  Sallie  B.,  born  December  21,  1804, 
died  January  21,  1872;  Bessie  V.,  born  Oc- 
tober 31,  1808;  Maggie  B.,  born  .July  12, 
1871  ; Louisa  M.,  born  March  11,  1875;  and 
Georgia,  born  January  7,  1878,  and  died  July 
14,  1879. 


CHAPTER  XIII, 

HARTLEY  TOWNSHIP.' 

The  first  effort  made  towards  the  erection  of 
Hartley  township  was  in  tho  circulation  of 
petitions  in  1810,  which  were  presented  to  the 
Northumberland  County  Court  in  January,  1811, 
Robert  Barber,  John  Wilson  and  Peter  Fisher 
were  appointed  viewers  to  examine  the  territory 
and  define  a boundary  for  the  proposed  new 
township,  if,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  deemed  ad- 
visable. The  report  was  made  at  the  April 
term  of  court,  1811,  in  favor  of  a new  town- 
ship, with  boundaries  as  follows  : 

“Beginning  on  the  line  between  West  Buffalo  and 
Washington  townships  (Washington  township  is  now 
a part  of  Lycoming  County) ; thence  along  the  same 
to  the  four-mile  tree  on  Reuben  Haines’  road,  on  the 
line  of  Centre  County  ; thence  south  along  said  line 
across  Penn's  Creek  to  the  top  of  Jack’s  Mountain; 
thence  along  the  the  summit  to  a point  south  of  where 
Adam  Laughlin  formerly  lived  ; thence  north  across 
I’enn’s  Creek  to  the  place  of  beginning.” 

Hartley  township  is  the  largest  township  in 
the  county.  Tt  is  bounded  on  tho  north  by 
Centre  County,  on  the  east  by  Lewis  township, 
Union  County,  on  the  south  by  Snyder  County, 
and  on  the  west  by  Mitllinand  Centre  Counties. 
Nearly  three-fourths  of  its  surface  is  mountainous 
and  incapable  of  cultivation.  Jack’s  Mountain 
extends  through  the  township,  and  is  supposed 
to  be  so  named  in  memory  of  the  celebrated  and 
mysterious  personage  known  as  Captain  Jack, 
who  was  a white  man,  but  whose  real  name  has 
never  been  ascertained,  and  who  figured  prom- 
inently in  the  wars  with  the  Indians  in  the 
Cumberland  and  Juniata  Valleys.  In  the 
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western  part  of'  the  township,  near  the  mouth  of’ 
Weiker  Hun  a precipitous  mountain  juts  in  be- 
tween Jack’s  Mountain  and  Heim’s  ('reck,  and 
extends  on  westward  into  JMilllin  County.  This 
mountain  goes  by  the  name  of  “ White 
Mountain.”  Between  White  Mountain  and 
Jack’s  Mountain  is  the  valley  of  Weiker  Run, 
which  extends  1‘or  -miles  westward  into  Mifllin 
County,  and  is  a favorite  resort  for  the  hunter 
and  the  angler. 

A part  of  the  valley  has  been  denuded  of  its 
white  pine  timber.  Baddy’s  Mountain  extends 
along  the  northern  side  of  the  settled  portion  of 
the  township  and  gradually  approaches  the 
Jack’s  and  White  Mountains  until  they  come  so 
nearly  together  that  there  is  barely  left  sufficient 
room  between  them  for  Penn’s  Creek.  In  the 
northern  part  of  the  township  are  the  Little 
Buffalo,  Dull,  Shrincr,  Seven  Notch  and  Sand 
Mountains.  Penn’s  Creek  runs  through  it  a 
distance  of  about  twelve  miles,  and  in  its  course 
receives  Weiker  Pun,  White  Thorn  Run  and 
Laurel  Run.  Nearly  all  of  Hartley  township 
was  included  in  the  purchase  the  proprietaries 
of  Pennsylvania  made  from  the  Indians  at  Al- 
bany, X.  Y.,  July  G,  1754,  and  surveys  were 
made  within  it  along  Penn’s  Creek  as  early  as 
February  13,  1755;  but,  in  consequence  of  a 
dispute  with  the  Indians  about  the  boundary 
line  of  the  purchase,  these  were  all  abandoned, 
and  no  further  surveys  were  made  until  after 
the  purchase  of  November  5,  1 708. 

John  Turner  made  an  improvement  in  1754 
on  land  now  owned  by  R.  V.  B.  Lincoln  ; in 
June,  1755,  lie  sold  his  improvement  right  to 
John  Harris,  who  also  was  the  owner  of  the 
William  Doran  improvement.  Oil  February 
7,  1755,  John  Harris  took  out  a warrant  for 
both  these;  they  were  surveyed  to  him  February 
23,  17G9.  This  survey  embraced  eight  hundred 
and  twenty  acres.  June  18,  1771,  another 
survey  was  made  for  John  Harris  at  the  mouth 
of  Laurel  Run.  ft  was  resurveyed  for  Peter 
Fisher  in  1802.  Fisher  had  settled  here  as 
early  as  1787,  and  built  a saw-mill  in  1795, 
and  a grist-mill  in  1797,  now  owned  by  II.  D. 
Albright.  In  pursuance  of  warrants  of  April 
3,  17G9,  other  surveys  were  made  on  the  18th 
of  June,  1 77 1 , for  David  Harris,  John  Harris, 


Leonard  Foust  and  Michael  T roaster,  all  near 
Heim’s  Creek.  The  arable  lands  north  of  these 
were  warranted  in  1772  and  1773.  The  sur- 
veys in  the  northern  end  of  the  township  on 
Sand  Mountain,  Baddy’s  Mountain,  Little  Buf- 
falo Mountain,  etc.,  were  made  in  1794  in  large 
blocks  on  warrants  of  March  22,  1793,  and  of 
I Vceomber  7 and  1 G,  1 793. 

The  surveys  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town- 
ship, on  Jack’s  Mountain,  were  made  in  large 
blocks  on  warrants  dated  March  22,  1793,  sur- 
veyed in  September,  1794,  and  on  warrants  of 
February  3,  1 794,  surveyed  April,  1794.  T he 
extreme  western  survey,  on  which  Thomas  Mc- 
Curdy lived  for  many  years,  was  in  the  warran- 
tee name  of  John  Dunlop,  warrant  dated  March 
11,  1794,  surveyed  in  a block  May  17,  1794. 
There  were,  however,  a few  settlers  in  Hartley 
before  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  among  whom 
were  Philip  Cole,  John  Shively,  John  Glover, 
John  Wierbach  and  Philip  Cole  ; the  last-named 
became  the  colonel  of  the  militia  regiment 
raised  in  the  valley  in  177G.  At  the  time  of 
the  “ big  runaway,”  in  1778,  he  left  the  valley, 
and  never  returned ; in  1794  sold  his  land  to 
Colonel  Hartley.  John  Glover,  in  1775,  was 
assessed  with  five  acres  of  cultivated  land  ; was 
born  in  Ireland  in  1745;  came  to  America  in 
17G6  ; settled  in  1772  on  the  place  where  his 
grandson,  George  Glover,  now  resides;  remained 
there  until  the  time  of  the  “ big  runaway,” 
when  lie  left  the  settlement  and  did  not  return 
until  1789.  In  1804  he  is  taxed  with  one 
slave,  and  for  many  years  was  known  under  the 
sol>ri<[uel  of  “ King  of  Buflalo.”  He  died  in 
1825,  and  was  buried  in  the  Laurelton  grave- 
yard. Ilis  property  is  now  owned  by  his  grand- 
sons,— George,  James  and  Robert  Y., — and  has 
never,  in  the  lapse  of  more  than  a century,  been 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Glover  family.  John 
Shively,  who  came  from  York  County,  owned 
the  place  where  R.  V.  B.  Lincoln  now  resides, 
and  where  an  improvement  had  been  made  as 
early  as  1751,  and  abandoned  after  the  time  of 
the  Indian  massacres  of  October,  1755.  In  1775 
he  was  assessed  with  nine  acres  of  cleared  land,  I 
two  horses  and  two  cows.  He  was  living  on  i 
his  place  there  in  1781,  and,  whilst  engaged  in 
making  hay  in  the  meadow  in  the  rear  of  the 
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house,  lie  was  captured  and  carried  away  by  the 
Indians  and  was  never  heard  of  afterwards. 

1 1 is  widow  married  Philip  Mann,  and  occupied 
die  place  until  1801,  when  it  was  sold  by  (Chris- 
tian and  Frederick  Shively,  sons  of  the  cap- 
tured man.' 

An  early  settlement  must  have  been  made  on 
the  place  where  Christian  Schnnre  now  resides, 
near  the  Hunker  Church  ; for  it  appears  that 
George  Kiester,  the  owner,  died  in  171)5,  and 
provided  in  his  will  for  a school -house,  which 
was  built  soon  afterward.2 

The  property  remained  in  the  Kiester  family 
until  about  1855,  when  it  passed  to  Christian 
Schnnre,  who  is  a son-in-law  of  John  Kiester, 
who  died  February  19,  1839. 

The  father  of  William  Reed  died  at  his  place 
below  the  mouth  of  White  Deer  Creek  before 
1778.  In  1803  William  Heed  removed  from 
there  to  what  is  now  the  J.  1*.  Cronimiller  farm, 
in  West  Ihilfalo,  and  from  there  to  Hartley, 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  William  Cook. 
He  farmed  and  hauled  merchandise  from  Phil- 
adelphia to 'Pittsburgh.  He  died  in  I81G,  aged 
eighty  years. 

The  east  end  of  Penn’s  Valley  Narrows  was  in 
earl  v times  considered  an  advantageous  location, 

I When  Shively  was  captured,  two  daughters  of  John 
Wierhaeh,  who  lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Daniel  S. 
Smith,  were  also  captured.  Shively’s  and  Wicvbaeh’s  farms 
were  not  more  than  a mile  apart. 

II  was  in  the  afternoon  when  the  savages  made  their  de- 
scent upon  the  Wicrbach  cabin.  All  of  tlie  lainily,  both 
males  and  females,  were  out  in  the  field  reaping,  except  the 
two  girls.  The  savages  captured  the  girls,  set  fire  to  the 
cabins,  and  departed.  The  ascending  smoke  from  the 
burning  dwelling  was  the  first  intimation  that  the  reapers 
luid  of  anything  being  wrong.  In  a few  days  one  of  the 
girls  returned,  having  escaped  from  her  captors.  After 
the  war  was  over,  Wierhaeh  having  heard  of  the  where- 
abouts of  his  other  daughter,  went  after  her,  and  found  her 
the  wife  of  an  Indian,  on  the  waters  of  the  Allegheny  ; but 
she  lmd  become  so  attached  to  the  wild  life  of  the  savages 
that  all  the  inducements  that  lie  could  oiler  her  to  return 
were,  of  no  avail.  She  was  never  heard  of  afterwards. 

■ The  stove  it.  use  in  this  school-house  was  a quadrangular 
box  of  cast  iron,  in  which  the  fuel  was  pul,  and  in  the  top 
one  there  was  a hole  from  which  the  pipe  conveyed  the 
smoke  some  distance  beyond  the  roof.  This  stove  was  a 
voracious  consumer  of  wood,  but  a beneficent  dispenser  ol 
heat.  In  his  early  boyhood  t lie  writer  hereof  has  often  wended 
his  way  through  the  fields  and  over  the  snow-drifts  to  this 
old  log  sulmol-liousc,  which  for  many  years  went  under  the 
mime  of  the  kiester  school-house. 


being  on  the  Reuben  Haines’  road,  which  as 
early  as  1770,  had  been  opened  by  him,  from 
Northumberland  through  Penn’s  Valley. 
Michael  Shirt/,  settled  there  on  the  Abigail 
Stockton  survey,  and  in  1793  he  had  a grist  and 
saw-mill  at  that  point.  In  1800  he  sold  the 
property  to  George  Wilt, of’ Cumberland  County, 
whose  sons,  Adam  and  George,  refitted  the  mills 
and  kept  a hotel  there.  Henry  Roush  became  the 
owner,  built  a distillery  and  for  many  years 
that  was  the  most  important  point  for  business 
in  the  western  part  of  the  county.  There  was 
then  no  Lanrelton  and  no  store  in  the  county 
west  of  1 lartleton. 

The  farmers  found  a ready  market  for  their 
wheat,  corn  and  rye  at  Roush’s.  The  wheat 
was  ground  there  into  Hour,  the  corn  and  rye 
were  made  into  whiskey  and  the  surplus  of 
both  not  needed  for  home  consumption  was 
placed  in  barrels,  hauled  to  u store-room  on  the 
banks  of  Penn’s  Creek,  a short  distance  above 
the  mouth  of  Laurel  Run,  and  there  kept  until 
the  time  of  the  spring  freshets,  when  it  was 
loaded  in  arks  and  ran  down  to  Port  Deposit, 
and  eventually  to  Baltimore. 

But  the  bustle  and  activity  which  once  had 
its  seat  at  the  Narrows  has  long  since  been 
stilled.  The  construction  of  the  canals  up  the 
Susquehanna  and  Vest  Branch  furnished  better, 
cheaper  and  less  dangerous  means  of  transport- 
ing the  produce  to  market  ; and  the  erection  of 
a mill  at  what  is  now  called  Laurelton  took 
away  the  country  custom  from  the  Narrows 
Mill.  In  1842  Roush  failed  in  business  and 
went  Vest,  the  old  mill  and  distillery  were 
burned,  and,  although  a new  mill  was  built,  it 
never  did  any  business. 

While  in  the  heyday  of  his  prosperity, 
Henry  Roush  was  elected  a member  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  State,  in  1831. 

Thomas  Frederick  settled  on  the  Thomas 
Paschal  I tract  and  built  a saw-mill.  In  1799 
lie  built  the  largest  bank-barn  and  stone  dwell- 
ing-house in  that  section,  and  fabulous  tales  are 
yet  told  of  the  quantity  of  whiskey  consumed 
in  their  erection.  He  sold  to  F/.ekiel  Jones  in 
1801.  "William  Forster  succeeded  in  1831,  and 
continued  until  hisdeath,  in  1853.  George  'fees 
then  bought  it,  and  it  has  since  been  divided  into 
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several  pieces.  Thoslonehou.se  is  now  owned  by 
Samuel  S.  Smitli. 

in  1792  Melchior  Smilli  came  to  Hartley. 
In  I 7 i H > lie  owned  “a  chipped  lot;'  house;”  in 
I SO 2 a saw-mill  and  hemp-mill  on  Laurel 
iiun.1 

In  1797  Peter  Fisher  built  si  grist-mill  on 
Penn’s  Creek,  where  he  earlier  had  a saw-mill. 
John  Williams,  the  son-in-law  of  Fisher,  be- 
came the  owner  of  it,  and  it  next  came  to  John 
Cummings,  Sr.,  who  built  a distillery  there. 
Martin  Dreisbaeh  bought  it,  and,  in  18-10, 
leased  it  to  J.  & M.  Halfpenny,  who  built  a 
wooden  annex  to  the  distillery  and  placed 
therein  the  necessary  machinery  and  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods,  which  they 
continued  until  1851.  In  1847  Mr.  Dreisbaeh 
tore  down  the  old  mill  and  built  the  present 
mill.  The  work  was  done  by  Peter  Fisher. 

Mark  Halfpenny,  in  1851,  bought  the 
Leonard  Smith  farm.  Melchior  Smith,  his 
grandfather,  in  1802,  owned  a saw  and  hemp- 
mill  on  Laurel  Hun.  Mr.  Halfpenny  put  up  a 
building  on  the  Smith  place,  and  fitted  it  with 
machinery,  and  manufactured  woolen  goods 
until  lSliG,  when  it  was  burned.  The  owners 
rebuilt  the  woolen-mill  under  the  firm-name  of 
M.  I lalfpenny  A Co.  The  business  there  was 
conducted  next  by  Joseph  I ).  Torrey  and  Sol. 
R.  Dreisbaeh  for  several  years. 

In  1801  Mr.  Dreisbaeh  sold  it  to  Samuel 
Weidensaul,  who  opened  a store,  which  from 
1 87 5 to  1881  was  the  site  of  the  Laurelton 
Station  on  the  Lewisbiirgh  and  Tyrone  Railroad. 
In  1875  Mr.  Weidensaul  sold  to  James  II.  Al- 
bright, who,  in  turn,  sold  it  to  II.  I).  A1 

1 The  hemp-mill  was  designed  to  separate  the  wood  from 
the  fibre  of  the  hemp,  and  one  part  of  the  process  consisted 
in  having  a large  stone,  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary  mile- 
stone, revolve  in  a circular  box,  on  the  bottom  of  which 
the  hemp  was  placed,  and  the  stone  was  made  to  revolve  on 
the  hemp  and  thus  break  the  woody  matter  into  small 
pieces,  which  were  easily  separable  from  the  fibre.  The 
cultivating  of  hemp  was  long  ago  abandoned,  ami  all  ves- 
tiges of  the  hemp-mill  have  been  obliterated,  except  that 
some  traces  of  the  race  that  conveyed  the  water  to  tho 
mill  can  still  lie  seen  in  the  woods  now  owned  by  William 
Schnure.  The  sinnt>  (hat,  over  eighty  years  ago,  revolved 
its  monotonous  rounds  in  the  hemp-mill,  now  does  duly  as 
the  pedestal  to  Ihe  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of 
Michael  Schnure,  in  the  grave-yard  of  Laurelton. 


bright,  the  present  owner.  In  1875  an  agricul- 
tural implement  shop  was  built,  now  used  by  J. 
II.  Albright. 

La  im  Mi  .ton  Mill. — In  1859  Mr.  (Jcorgc 
Broitehcr  built  a three-storied  mill  near  Laurel 
Hun,  and  called  it  the  “ Free  Mill,”  but  a 
toll  of  one-tenth  or  more  was  invariably  exact- 
ed before  the  grist  was  returned.  This  Free 
Mill  became  the  nucleus  around  which  a vil- 
lage soon  began  to  cluster,  which  at  first  was 
called  “ Slabtown,”  but  now  rejoices  in  the  more 
euphonious  appellation  of  Laurelton.  Mr. 
Broucher  sold  the  mill,  in  1857,  to  Samuel 
Shrack,  who,  in  1807,  sold  it  to  Charles  II. 
Shriner,  and  he  sold  one-half,  in  1 8G8,  to  Wil- 
liam Swen k,  and,  in  1873,  the  other  half  to  R. 
V.  B.  Lincoln,  who,  in  1875,  became  the  sole 
owner  by  buying  the  interest  of  William 
Swenk. 

Berlin  Ikon-Works. — A man  named  John 
Iviester  was  the  first  settler  anil  made  the  first 
improvement  on  the  south  side  of  Penn’s  Creek, 
at  the  place  now  and  for  many  years  known  as 
the  Berlin  Iron-Works.  In  the  assessment  of 
1814  he  was  assessed  with  a tract  of  land  and  a 
saw-mill.  In  1827  David  Beaver  was  assessed 
with  the  same  property,  and  the  next  year  with 
a forge  and  saw-mill  thereon.  In  1829  it  was 
owned  by  Brooke  A Co.,  who  leased  it  to 
Joseph  Evans,  John  Cummings,  Jr.,  and  others. 
About  1832  the  furnace  went  out  of  blast.  The 
forge  was  kept  in  operation,  first  by  Alexander 
Robertson. 

John  C.  Wilson,  from  Chester  County,  came 
next  and  ran  the  forge  until,  in  1844,  W ilson, 
Green  & Mitchell  leased  it,  rebuilt  the  old 
stack  of  1829,  put  in  hot-blast  pipes  and  run 
the  forge  and  furnace  for  a couple  of  years, 
when  the  firm  was  changed  to  Mitchell  A Gra- 
ham. 

The  business  was  carried  by  several  different 
firms  until  January,  1849.  Between  1832 
and  1844,  when  the  forge  was  in  operation  and 
the  furnace  left  to  tumble  down,  the  pig-metal 
used  by  the  forge  in  the  manufacture  of  blooms 
and  bar  iron  was  hauled  in  wagons  from  Centre 
Kurnaee,  or  from  lleelaand  Washington  Fur- 
naces, in  Nittany  Valley,  smd  the  products  of 
the  forge  were,  in  turn,  hauled  to  Lewisbiirgh 
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and  shipped  by  canal  to  an  Eastern  market.  At 
that  time  bar-iron  sold  at  one  hundred  dollars 
per  ton,  and  a large  portion  of'  it  was  used  in 
the  valley,  the  rolled  iron  being  then  thought 
to  be  inferior  in  quality  to  the  hammered. 
Alter  the  works  had  been  idle  a year  or  more 
they  were  leased  to  Church,  Rooke  A Co.,  of 
Chester  County,  who  ran  them  for  a few  years. 
In  1 850  Jackson  Brothers  and  Crispin,  of  Ber- 
wiek,  bought  the  property  from  John  Church, 
who  laid  become  the  owner,  put  tip  new  buildings, 
put  in  a steam-engine  and  manufactured  pig- 
iron  till  1 8815. 

Saw-Mills. — At  an  early  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  Hartley  township  the  lumbering  interest 
was  probably  the  most  important  next  to  agri- 
culture. The  following-named  persons  had  saw- 
mills, viz.:  John  Forster,  Ezekiel  Jones,  John 
Kicstcr,  Henry  Kicster,  Peter  Miller,  ITenry 
Roush,  James  Cook,  Leonard  Smith,  Jacob 
Weiker,  John  Williams  and  Robert  Wiley.  The 
Ezekiel  Jones,  Henry  ivies  ter,  Leonard  Smith 
and  Robert  Wiley  saw-mills  still  have  successors 
on  the  original  sites;  all  the  rest  have  disap- 
peared in  the  progress  of  time.  A few  years 
later  there  were  the  following  additional  saw- 
mills on  Penn’s  Creek  : John  Brown’s,  Ludwig 
Borman’s,  Elias  Tees’s,  David  I Ittnsecker’s, 
Michael  Haler's  and  Abraham  Hendricks’. 
Not  one  of  these  is  now  in  existence. 

The  next  most  important  branch  of  business 
was  the  distilling  of  whiskey.  This  article  was 
in  daily  use  by  nearly  all  the  male  inhabitants. 
It  was  supposed  to  furnish  the  motive-power  in 
all  undertakings  that  required  severe  physical 
exertion.  A harvest  could  not  be  cut  or  housed, 
a log  cabin  raised  or  an  ark  turned  without  its 
invigorating  influence.  At  all  public  gather- 
ing, such  as  vendues,  militia  musters,  elections, 
etc.,  it  was  freely  used  and  its  exhilarating  in- 
fluence found  vent  in  the  fights  which  were 
common  on  such  occasions.  The  distillery  also 
furnished  a market  for  the  surplus  rye  and  corn 
of  the  community,  which  was  sent  to  market  in 
the  more  concentrated  form  of  whiskey  at  a 
comparatively  small  expense.  As  late  as  1829 
there  were  twelve  distilleries  in  operation  in  the 
township.  The  fires  of  all  these  distilleries  have 
Ik  < n extinguished  nearly  half  a century  ago. 


The  sites  of  many  of  them  are  known  only  by 
t radition. 

A carding  and  fulling-mill  was  in  existence 
for  a series  of  years  on  Laurel  Run,  some  dis- 
tance south  of  the  W . E.  Smith  A Ho.  foundry  ; 
it  was  last  owned  by  Samuel  Weiker,  who, 
about  1848  or  1844,  quit  the  business. 

Henry  Kicster,  on  the  south  side  of  Penn’s 
Creek,  for  many  years  had  carried  on  an  oil- 
mill.  His  first  oil-mill  and  saw-mill  were  up 
near  the  gap  in  Jack’s  Mountain,  by  which  a 
road  was  laid  out  in  1824. 

In  1828  a road  was  laid  out  connecting  with 
this  one  in  the  gap  at  Iviester’s.  The  county 
bridge,  erected  in  1882,  was  blown  down  in 
1887,  and  rebuilt  the  same  year.  The  bridge 
across  Penn’s  Creek,  near  Bowersox’s,  was  built 
1857.  Kicster  subsequently  removed  his  saw-mill 
and  oil-mill  from  the  gap  in  Jack’s  Mountain  to 
Penn’s  Creek,  and  the  oil-mill  was  kept  until 
1848;  the  then  owner,  Samuel  Kicster  died,  and 
the  oil-mill  along  with  him.  The  saw-mill  is 
owned  by  J.  11.  Albright. 

LAUItLLTON. 

At  the  point  where  the  public  road  from 
Ilartleton  to  the  upper  end  of  the  valley  crosses 
Laurel  Run  there  were  several  small  buildings 
in  1811.  Robert  Spear,  a weaver,  then  lived 
in  a cabin  covered  with  boards  and  slabs.  Cal- 
vin Preston,  a millwright,  lived  in  a cabin  on 
the  east  side  of  the  run.  James  Divcn,  a 
weaver,  lived  on  the  west  side  of  the  run.  John 
Gerry  lived  near  by.  A blacksmith-shop  and 
house  were  built  on  land  owned  now  by  Amos 
Fauver,  a gunsmith-shop  on  the  place  now  oc- 
cupied by  Daniel  Weidensaul.  To  these  a 
slab-covered  school-house  was  soon  added,  and 
also  a log  church  or  meeting-house  on  the  hill, 
east  of  the  run.  Henry  Selin u re  put  up  a house 
and  shop  on  what  is  now  a part  of  the  mill  prop- 
perty,  where  he  had  a turning-lathe,  which  was 
run  by  water,  and  where  he  made  bedsteads,  tables, 
etc.  In  1 880  George  Rraucher  built  the  brick 
mill  just  across  the  run,  and  a little  north  of 
the  old  log  meeting-house.  A year  or  two  after,  a 
new  brick  church  having  in  the  meantime  been 
built,  W.  Brauchcr  purchased  the  old  church, 
removed  and  rebuilt  it  near  the  cross-roads  and 
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;it  the  same  time  built  a house  on  the  corner  of' 
said  roads,  and  rented  the  whole  concern  to  D. 
]>.  Ivors!,  who  came  from  Berks  County  and 
opened  a store  there  in  18-13.  Quite  a lively 
little  village  has  now  come  into  existence  at  the 
cross-roads,  consisting  of  about  lift)'  dwellings, 
two  blacksmith-shops,  a saddler’s  shop,  two 
foundries,  a shoemaker’s  shop,  one  flouring-mill, 
two  stores  that  deal  in  general  merchandise,  one 
drug-store,  school-house,  a Lutheran  and  a De- 
formed Church.  It  has  a physician, a saw-mill, 
shingle-mill  and  planing-mill.  A few  years 
before  1857  Samuel  V'ciker,  who  owned  a 
couple  of  acres  of’  ground  in  what  is  now  the 
central  part  of  the  village,  had  laid  it  out  in 
lots,  and  called  his  town-plot  “ Wcikervi lie,” 
but  the  name  never  came  into  use.  The  name 
Eagleville  was  also  tried,  and  would  not  go,  and 
the  village  was  spoken  of  either  as  “ Slabtown  ” 
or  “ Laurel  Run.”  The  name  Laurelton  was 
given  to  the  post-office  established  there  in  1857. 
The  name  wassuggested  by  II.  W.  Crotzcr,  who 
was  then  the  postmaster  at  Lewisburgh.  Samuel 
Weidensaul  was  the  first  postmaster,  and  Daniel 
Weiden  his  deputy. 

The  mail  was  then  carried  in  a two-horse 
stage,  through  Ilartleton  and  the  Narrows,  over 
the  turnpike,  promptly  and  regularly.  Ac- 
cordingly, upon  the  incoming  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Lincoln,  in  March,  1801, 
Mark  Halfpenny  was  appointed  postmaster, 
and  the  next  year  the  Laurelton  post-office  was 
put  upon  the  regular  mail-route  from  Lewis- 
burgh to  Spruce  Creek.  In  1806  Mr.  John 
Diehl  was  appointed  the  postmaster,  and  re- 
mained such  until  1877,  when  the  stage  ceased 
running,  and  the  post-oflice  was  again  brought 
back  to  the  village  proper,  and  C.  K Hans  ap- 
pointed postmaster,  lie  remained  until  1882, 
and  was  superseded  by  Daniel  R.  Smith,  who 
is  still  in  office. 

A post-office  was  established,  in  1870,  at  a 
small  hamlet  and  flag-station  near  the  mouth 
of  Wciker  Run,  and  called  Weikcrt.  John  L. 
( loodlauder  was  postmaster,  w ho  is  still  in  olliee. 
In  1877  another  was  established  at  Cherry 
Run,  called  Cherry  Run  post-office.  W illiam 
Johnson,  Jr.,  is  postmaster.  Still  another  was 
established  near  the  Berlin  Iron  Works,  called 


Glen  Iron.  John  T.  Church  was  appointed 
postmaster  in  1883.  These  three  last-named 
post-offices  are  all  in  territory  which,  previous 
to  1877,  was  subsidiary  to  the  Laurelton  post- 
office.  The  Laurelton  post-office  is  a money- 
order  office. 

Schools. — The  early  educational  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  people  of  this  township,  inclu- 
ding Lewis  and  the  borough  of  I Iartleton,  did 
not  differ  materially  from  the  general  descrip- 
tion of  the  early  schools,  already  given.  Ac- 
cording to  tradition,  the  first  school  taught  in 
the  township  was  about  1795,  in  a school-house 
near  Laurel  Run,  on  ground  which  formerly 
belonged  to  the  farm  owned  by  Melchior  Smith, 
Sr.  Among  those  who  received  instruction 
were  General  Abbott  Green,  John  Clover,  Esq., 
Enoch  Fry,  Leonard  Smith  and  Melchior 
Smith,  Jr.  Tradition  also  tells  that,  about  the 
year  1805,  Abel  Owen  taught  a school  in  his 
own  house,  a short  distance  below  where  the 
bridge  across  Penn’s  Creek,  at  the  Berlin  Iron 
Works,  spans  the  creek. 

Among  those  who  came  here  for  instruction 
were  James  Reed,  John  Reed  and  Elizabeth 
Reed,  children  of  William  Reed,  who  had  settled 
a few  years  before  on  the  place  now  owned  by 
William  Cook.  A few  years  later  a school 
was  taught  in  a house  near  where  John  F. 
Catherman  now  lives;  the  teacher’s  name  was 
John  Heath.  About  this  time  the  school-house 
was  built,  according  to  the  directions  in  the  will 
of  George  Kiester,  on  the  lot  still  occupied  for 
school  purposes,  near  the  Dunkard  ’Church. 
About  1832  the  old  house  was  superseded  by  a 
substantial  frame  house,  weather-boarded  and 
painted  white,  which  long  continued  to  be  known 
as  the  “ white  school-house.”  The  first  teacher 
in  the  log  school-house  at  Keister’s  was  a man 
named  Frederick  Cettig,  said  to  have  been  a 
good  teacher,  but  immoderately  fond  of  fire- 
water. Henry  Hendricks,  John  C.  Coverly,  a 
M r.  Boehtekarch  and  a man  by  the  name  of  Bee- 
maker  were  some  of’  the  earlier  teachers  at  this 
place.  Mr.  (’overly  also  taught  in  Milllinburg 
and  other  places  in  the  valley. 

The  first  school-house  on  the  ground  now 
covered  by  Laurelton  was  where  the  house  of 
Levi  Mercer  now  stands.  After  the  house  on 


''  i*J  o «>i'jo  i , 


i 

i ' ■ < » ) Jlodi ! I )'•■((>*(•  >7 1 •ivi'rr 

'ii  ii  J br£  if i : • fn.r  ('0'.,  a 

• a iifeuit)  hjmO  hdA  tW- '(  *$ai 

■ fliV 


A 1 fi  ttillw  pi  ■ ‘to  VM  lo  if<|iio-t 

: ,IJi  -.'l-j  on  bln  vr  • t.  . ■/  ■■ 


i ' . • - y y/  • . 


UNION'  COUNTY. 


1385 


the  hill  near  (.lie  eluii'ch  was  built,  Ilia  forintT 
oaseil  to  lit  used  as  a school-house.  'I'liis  house 
in  ar  (lie  church  continued  to  lie  used  for  school 
purposes  until  it.  was  .superseded  by  a heller  one, 
mi  the  same  lot,  upon  the  adoption  ol  the  eoni- 
iin hi  school  system,  There  \v:is  also  a srliool- 
hnii't  at  I lartlelou,  of  (he  old  type  in  its  interior 
arrangements,  hut  it  \vas  lathed  and  plastered 
mi  the  outside.  There  had,  however,  been  in 
termer  years  another  school-house  on  the  same 
let.  It  was  built  of  round  logs,  with  the  bark 
on,  and  was  covered,  with  boards  and  slabs,  and 
had  slab  seats.  Its  successor,  which  was  plas- 
tered, was  considered  very  grand. 

At  the  period  of  which  we  are  writing,  these 
three  school-houses — viz.:  at  K jester's,  Laurel- 
t ■ 1 1 1 and  Hartleton — were  the  only  ones  within 
the  broad  limits  of  Hartley  township.  At  a 
later  period,  but  prior  to  the  adoption  by  the 
people  of  the  common  school  law,  other  houses 
were  erected  by  subscriptions  taken  in  their  re- 
spective neighborhoods,  viz.:  one  on  land  of 
.John  Brown  (now  Bowcrsox),  where  there  is 
still  a school-house;  one  near  to  where  the 
present  school-house  stands,  along  the  Penn’s 
Creek  road,  on  land  then  belonging  to  Robert 
Shippen  ; one  on  the  turnpike  below  Hartleton, 
mi  Reish’s  land;  one  on  the  north  side  of  the 
turnpike,  west  of  Hartman’s,  and  on  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  school-house  removed  from 
Baurelton  in  1884;  one  near  Swengle  Station, 
which  still  remains,  and  retains  its  old  appella- 
tion of  the  “brick  school-house.”  All  of  these 
houses,  except  the  last-named,  were  built  of 
hewn  logs,  and  have  long  since  been  demolish- 
ed. 

Among  the  teachers  who  taught  in  these 

houses  were  John  Highly,  McHaughlin, 

Hart,  William  Robeson,  Weiser, 

Brcyfogle,  Cunningham,  Joseph 

(bidding,  Joel  ITamor  (who  subsequently  taught 
in  .Mi  111  inburg),  Charles  Mann,  William  C eli- 
des, Daniel  Mi zener,  now,  and  for  many  years, 
a minister  of  the  Alethodist  Church. 

Fm;i;  Schools. — The  amendment  of  183(1 
to  the  school  law  required  a vote  to  be  taken 
annually  in  non-accepting  school  districts,  upon 
the  question  of  schools  or  no  schools;  and  the 
vote  of  the  township  was  uuilormly  for  no  | 


schools,  until  the  spring  of  18  12,  when  schools 
carried  the  day  by  a small  majority.  On  the  2d 
day  of  April,  a.d.  1812,  the  first  school  board 
of  Hartley  township  met,  organized  and  made 
arrangements  for  building  additional  school- 
houses  and  putting  the  “free”  schools  into  op- 
eration. That  first  board  consisted  of  Solomon 
Kumiss,  Melchior  Smith,  John  Spigclmycr, 
Henry  Roush,  Alexander  14.  Cummings  and 
John  Smith,  the  last  of  whom  is  still  living. 
The  board  bought  the  “white”  and  “brick” 
school -houses,  which  were  the  only  ones  worthy 
of  the  name  in  the  territory,  and  awarded  con- 
tracts for  the  building  of  ten  new  school-houses, 
as  follows : 

Near  John  Brown’s;  William  Young,  contractor; 
cost,  8187.50. 

Near  Berlin  Iron-Works  ; G.  & II.  Roush,  contrac- 
tors ; cost,  $188. 

West  Hartleton  ; William  Young,  contractor  ; cost, 
81 90. 

East  Hartleton,  Elias  Tees,  contractor;  cost,  8180. 

On  pike  west  of  John  Diehl’s;  G.  & TI.  Roush, 
contractors ; cost,  8184. 

Upper  End,  now  “Tight  End;”  G.  & II.  Roush, 
contractors ; cost,  8188. 

Near  Orwig’s  mill ; EliasTees,  contractor;  cost,  8188. 

On  Penn’s  Creek,  near  Boop’s;  Elias  Tees,  con- 
tractor ; cost,  8105. 

Laurel  Run,  now  Laurelton;  Elias  Tees,  contrac- 
tor; cost,  8190. 

On  turnpike  near  Reish’s;  Elias  Tees,  contractor; 
cost,  8190. 

Of  these  ten  houses  built  in  1842,  only  three 
arc  in  existence,  viz.  : the  one  in  “Tight  End” 
and  the  one  “ on  Penn’s  Creek,  near  Boop’s,” 
both  of  which,  after  having  been  remodeled,  are 
still  used,  and  the  third  one,  “on  the  turnpike, 
west  of  John  Diehl’s,”  which  is  owned  by  the 
Evangelical  Association,  and  is  used  as  a place 
for  religious  worship. 

At  a meeting  of  the  school  directors,  held 
December  10,  1842,  on  examination  lor  teach- 
ers, certificates  were  granted  to  Daniel  C.  Wilt, 
Henry  W.  Crotzcr,  Jacob  Weirich,  Richard 
Ar.  B.  Lincoln,  Christian  Brcyman,  James  Mad- 
den and  William  Gcddes. 

All  of  the  above-named  applicants  for 
schools  were  employed,  along  willi  others  em- 
ployed at  a subsequent  meeting,  w hose  names  do 
not  appear  on  the  minutes.  At  the  end  of  the 
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first  year  of  operations  under  tlu:  common-school 
system  (JiSl'Jj  we  liiul  the  following  statistics  : 

Whole  number  oi  schools,  J2;  whole  number  of 
months  taught,  ,‘i ; whole  number  of  pupils,  480  ; re- 
ceived from  State  appropriation,  $2S8-l.oli  ; received 
from  collector  ol  school  lay.,  827o..'il;  cost  of  school 
houses,  !S22oO,  I 2.  The  school  tax  levied  lor  IN-12  was 
!?2!l2.li);  the  school  tax  levied  for  1 N l.'I,  .'s.'tdU.liN  ; the 
school  tax  levied  for  IN  ft,  is.'tti  Lot). 

Various  supplements  to  the  original  school 
law  of  1881  provided  that  till  undrawn  ap- 
propriations due  to  the  several  districts  should 
remain  in  the  treasury  of  the  State  and  accu- 
mulate for  the  use  of  the  district  entitled  to  the 
same,  for  a certain  specified  time,  which  time 
was  extended  bv  joint  resolution  of  the  Lends- 
lature  from  time  to  time.  It  thus  came  to  pass 
that  when  I lartley  adopted  the  common-school 
system  she  drew  from  the  State  treasury  a sum 
of  money  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  for  the 
twelve  school-houses  erected.  In  IS  Id  the* 
school  tax  of  Hartley,  which  then  included 
Lewis  and  llartleton,  amounted  to  the  paltry 
sum  of  $:J30.(»8.  In  1 SSL,  forty  years  after- 
wards, the  school  tax  of  Hartley  alone  (llartle- 
ton and  Lewis  being  each  a separate  school 
district  and  having  a school  tax  of  their  own) 
amounted  to  S1G50.5JG,  with  an  additional  tax 
for  building  of  S0O7.9G. 

In  Idol  an  additional  school-house  was  built 
near  Halfpenny’s  factory,  to  relieve  (lie  over- 
crowded school  at  Laurelton,  and  to  better 
accommodate  the  large  number  of  children  at 
the  factory.  In  18GG  the  factory  was  burned 
and  not  rebuilt,  but  the  house  continued  to  be 
used  for  school  purposes  until,  in  188-1,  a new 
school-house  was  erected  in  the  village  of  Laur- 
elton, with  two  school-rooms,  into  one  of  which 
all  the  pupils  of  the  township  of  a certain  grade 
of  scholarship  are  entitled  to  admission.  The 
old  Laurelton  school-house  was  removed  to  the 
turnpike,  rebuilt  and  remodeled,  and  the  house 
at  Lower’s  abandoned  and  sold. 

When  Lewis  township  was  taken  from  Hart- 
ley, in  1 8G7,  the  line  bet  w (‘c.n  I he  t wo  townships 
was  run  through  the  middle  of  what,  was  called 
Brown’s  school-house,  thus  leaving  the  school 
in  both  town-hip-.  Fur  ten  years,  until  1 N G 7 , 
the  school  at  that,  house  was  supported  by  both  | 
townships.  In  1SG7  the  board  ol  Hartley  sur-  | 


rendered  to  the  Lewis  board  all  coni  ml  of  (he 
school-house  and  built  a new  house  on  the  Penn’s 
I Creek  road,  immediately  west  of  the  line  of  It. 
V.  B.  Lincoln’s  farm.  In  1858  the  borough  of 
llartleton  was  (separated  from  the  township  and 
became  an  independent  school  district,  with  two 
schools,  to  which  a large  number  of  the  pupils  of 
Hartley  were  sent,  the  township  paying  to  the 
borough  the  cost  of  their  instruction.  This  ar- 
rangement proved  unsatisfactory,  and  a remedy 
was  found  in  the  erection  of  a new  school-house 
near  Henry  Vanatta’s,  called  “Pine  Grove.” 
This  house  was  built  in  18GG.  There  are  now 
in  the  township  seven  school-houses,  one  ot 
them  a fine  brick  building,  with  two  school- 
rooms, the  others  of  wood,  weather-boarded  and 
painted  and  till  in  good  condition. 

11.  V.  B.  Lincoln,  L.S(p,  is  the  Nestor  among 
school  directors,  being  nowin  the  twenty-fourth 
year  of  his  service  in  that  capacity,  but  not  for 
that  number  of  years  consecutively.  ])uriii<r 
the  school  year  ending  on  the  first  Monday  ot 
June,  1885,  there  were  four  hundred  and  thir- 
teen pupils  instructed  in  the  eight  schools  of  the 
township. 

A benevolent  citizen  of  Hartley,  named  John 
Brown,  who  died  in  1 84G,  the  owner  of  a small 
farm  (the  one  now'  owned  by  Abraham  Bower- 
sox),  and  who  had  no  lineal  heirs,  in  his  last 
will  and  testament  made  the  following  bequest: 
“ I give  and  bequeath  the  one-fourth  of  my 
estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  school-house  on  the 
east  line  of  my  farm,  commonly  called  Brown’s 
school-house;  the  said  one-fourth  of  my  estate 
shall  remain  a lien  on  my  estate  for  the  term  of 
twenty  years,  during  which  time  the  interest 
shall  be  paid  to  the  trustees  of  said  school- 
house,  who  shall  apply  the  same  in  a Christian- 
like  manner.  At  the  expiration  of  said  twenty 
years  the  principal  shall  be  paid  to  the  then 
trustees,  who  shall  apply  the  same  to  church  or 
school  purposes  wherever  the  majority  of  the 
school  district  shall  choose.”  Alter  several 
years  of  delay,  on  account  of  there  being  no 
person  legally  authorized  to  receive  the  annual 
interest  on  the  above-mentioned  bequest,  an  act 
of  Assembly  was  passed  authorizing  the  ( ’ourt  of 
Common  Pleas  oi  I mon  County  to  appoint  a 
trustee  to  receive  and  apply  the  bequest. 
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In  pursuance  of  authority,  the  court  in  IS. ID, 
appointed  Richard  \T.  B.  Lincoln  the  trustee, 
ami  with  the  interest  of  the  bequest  the  trustee 
had  three  months  of  summer  school  taught 
annually  at  the  school-house,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  term  of  the  public  school.  A few  years 
nlii'i'  the  bequest  became  available,  and  w hile 
(lie  school  at  Urown’s  was  supported  jointly  by 
die  two  townships  of  I hartley  and  Lewis,  an 
application  was  made  to  the  court  by  citizens 
of  the  two  townships  residing  in  the  territory 
contiguous  to  the  school-house  to  form  an  in- 
dependent school  district  at  that  place.  The 
court  appointed  viewers,  who  examined  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  reported  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  the  erection  of  the  proposed 
independent  school  district  of  Brown.  But  the 
people  of  those  portions  of  the  townships  outside 
of  the  proposed  district  protested,  and  the  court 
refused  to  confirm  the  report  of  the  viewers. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  twenty  years 
mentioned  in  the  will  of  Brown,  and  when  the 
principal  of  the  bequest  had  become  due,  a 
meeting  of  those  entitled  to  vote  on  the  question 
was  held,  and  they  all,  with  the  exception  of 
four,  voted  that  the  money  should  be  applied 
In  church  purposes  ; and  at  another  meeting 
held  subsequently  the  majority  voted  it  for  an 
Kvangelical  Church  at  Millmont.  The  money 
was  paid  by  the  trustee  of  the  fund  to  the 
proper  church  authorities,  and  formed  the 
nucleus  of  the  fund  from  which  the  neat  little 
brick  church  at  Millmont  was  built. 

Thus  the  money  bequeathed  by  John  Brown 
" for  the  benefit  of  the  school-house  on  the  cast 
line  of  his  farm”  has  been  lost  for  educational 
purposes,  and  with  its  loss  the  intended  bene- 
factions pf  tlie  benevolent  testator  will  soon  be 
fn  gotten. 

KixraiouH.  The  early  settlers  mostly  came 
from  places  where  religious  worship  had  re- 
ceived a due  share  of  attention,  and  it  is  fair  to 
presume  that  in  their  new  homes  the  pioneers 
would  not  entirely  forget  their  religious  duties. 

A church  was  built  in  181  I on  the  hill  cast  of 
Laurel  Bun  near  the  spot  on  which  the 
Lutheran  (Torch  now  stands.  'This  structure 
was  built  of  logs,  “chinked  and  daubed,”  with  i 
a small  log  stable  adjacent  in  which  to  feed  and  j 


shelter  the  parson’s  horse.  The  land  was  do- 
nated by  John  Glover,  Sr.,  for  the  use  of  all 
Protestant  denominations;  but  no  den  I had 
been  given  ; so,  when  the  old  church  was  abau- 

1 doned  and  a new  church  wars  about  to  be  built, 
John  Glover,  Lsq.,  who  then  owned  the  land, 
made  a deed  for  it  to  the  Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed congregations,  by  whose  efforts  the  new 
structure  was  being  built.  In  1812  the  second 
church  was  built,  and  dedicated  October  29, 
1842.  It  was  a two-storied  brick  building, 
with  galleries  around  three  sides,  and  an  eleva- 
ted pulpit  in  which  the  preacher  was  perched, 
according  to  the  style  then  in  vogue.  The  Rev- 
erend J.  II.  Fries  was  the  first  pastor  of  the 
Reformed  congregation  ; lm  served  them  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Bass- 
ler,  Harman,  Ephraim  K idler,  John  C.  Bucher, 
NYeisz,  Rittenhouse  and  George  E.  Adda  ms. 

. During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Addams  the  Re- 
formed congregation  bought  a lot  of  Mr.  Bery- 
inan  and  built  a neat  little  wooden  church 
thereon,  which  was  dedicated  in  the  fall  of 
1875.  Mr.  A.  C.  Whitmcr  succeeded  Mr. 
Addams  in  the  pastorate,  and  still  continues  to 
administer  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  congre- 
gation. The  Reformed  congregation  at  Laurel- 
ton,  has  usually,  if  not  always  been  served  by 
the  pastor  resident  at  Mifllinburg. 

LimiimAX — J.  G.  Heim  was  the  first  shepherd 
of  the  Lutheran  Hock;  he  was  succeeded  by  J. 
G.  Anspach,  who  served  them  from  1881  to 
1840;  succeeded  by  J.  P.  Shindcl,  M.  J.  Alle- 

niaii,  Fred.  Ruthraulf,  Daniel  Klose, 

Salim,  \V.  C.  McCool,  Charles  Schnure,  M.  L. 

Furst  and Finkle,  the  present  pastor.  During 

the  pastorate  of  Air.  McCool  the  Lutheran  con- 
gregation bought  the  interest  of  the  Reformed 
congregation  in  the  old  brick  building,  tore  it 
down  and  built  the  present  brick  structure; 
this  was  done  in  the  year  187G. 

PiiF.sii  vtkima.v — 1 n I 832  a Presbyterian  con- 
gregation was  organized  in  the  old  log  church 
at  Laurel  Run,  with  Nathaniel  Todd  as  pastor. 
Mr.  Todd  at  the  same  time  taught  in  the  NI if— 
(liubiirg  Academy,  and  upon  his  quitting  that 
business,  and  consequently  removing  from  the 
valley,  the  congregation  was  without  a preacher, 
and  his  place  was  never  supplied.  In  18  12  G. 
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\V.  Thompson,  of  Now  Berlin,  j hcmoIkmI  at 
several  points  in  tin;  township,  as  Laurel  Kim, 
W hite  School-house,  etc.,  and  organized  a coh- 
o' relation  at  Ilartleton,  which  has  had  a eon- 
tinned  existence  since  that  time. 

M etik n >ist. — ( )eeasional ly  the  Methodist  cir- 
cuit-riders of  Northumberland  ( 'ireuit,  on  their 
way  to  or  from  Penn’s  Valiev,  would  preach  at 
Ilartleton  in  the  old  school-house,  hut  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  heen  any  regular  preaching  by 
the  Methodists  at  any  other  point  in  the  town- 
ship until  about  is;’,  1 or  1 8.35,  when  Ilenry 
Tarring,  wlio  was  then  preacher  in  charge  on 
the  Northumberland  Circuit  ol'  the  Baltimore 
Conference,  commenced  preaching  at  the  W lute 
School-house,  and  formed  a small  class  there,  of 
which  William  .Reed  and  wife,  Benjamin  Good- 
lander  and  wife  and  John  Lincoln  and  wife 
were  members.  The  Methodist  itinerants  of 
the  Northumberland  Circuit  continued  to  preach, 
at  that  place  and  also  at  a school-house  which 
stood  on  the  Penn’s  Creek  road,  below  the  fur- 
nace, until,  in  1852,  a piece  of  land  was  donated 
by  John  Lincoln  and  wife,  on  which  a Metho- 
dist Church  was  erected,  the  same  year,  called 
Lincoln  Chapel.  There  is  also  a burying- 
ground  on  the  church  property. 

Evangelical  Asst  mjlvtiox. — The  first 

preaching  by  the  ministers  of  the  Evangelical 
Association  was  done  in  the  school-houses,  and 
sometimes  in  private  houses.  In  18(i(>  the 
school-house  on  the  turnpike  west  of  J ohn  I field's 
was  bought  bv  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Association,  and  has  ever  since  been  used  as  a 
prcaching-place  by  the  preachers  of  that  associ- 
ation. In  1880  a church  was  built  in  “Tight 
End,”  on  land  of  Andrew  Ilyronimus,  along 
the  public  road,  which  is  a union  church  and 
free  for  the  use  of  all  Protestant  denominations, 
but  has  thus  far  been  used  almost  exclusively  by 
the  Evangelicals. 

The  Dunkards  also  have  a meeting-house 
near  the  old  Kiester  school-house  and  grave- 
yard, built  in  1 Slid  on  land  of  John  Showalter. 

Early  Settlers. — Many  of  the  early  set- 
tlers were  tenants  of  Hartley,  Maclay,  Ship- 
pen  and  others  who  owned  large  bodies  of 
land  in  the  townships,  but  did  not  reside  therein 
themselves,  and  many  removed  long  ago  to  the 


valleys  of  the  ( fiiio  and  Mississippi.  ( )f  others 
nothing  definite  is  known  as  to  the,  place  ol 
their  abode  and  subsequent  history,  and  no  men- 
tion of  their  names  wall  be  made  in  these  notes. 

Hugh  Beatty  lived  north  of  Ilartleton,  whore 
John  Boyer  has  been  living  for  many  years. 
George  Roup  lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Benjamin  Pry.  He  had  a large  family  of  sons 
and  daughters  (sixteen),  some  of  whom  moved 
to  the  West,  and  several  of  his  sons  and  a 
legion  of  his  grandchildren  now  constitute  a 
part  of  the  population  of  Hartley.  John  Boyer 
lived  where  Jacob  Boo])  now  lives;  he  moved 
West  over  fifty  years  ago. 

Christian  Braueher  came  from  North- 
ampton County  (now  Lehigh)  in  BS10,  and 
purchased  the  property  that  had  been  Wicr- 
baeli’s  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  He  died 
there  in  18-12,  aged  eighty-four  years,  and  left 
twm  sons,  Jacob  and  George.  The  latter  died 
in  1874  on  the  place  where  his  father  had  set- 
tled, leaving  sons, — John,  David  C.  and  Sam- 
uel E.,  all  of  whom  are  living  in  the  townships 
and  arc  successful  farmers.  He  also  left  three 
daughters, — Polly,  married  to  John  Ivnerr, 
living  near  Laurclton  ; Abigail,  married  to 
Daniel  S.  Smith,  living  on  the  old  homestead; 
and  an  older  daughter,  married  to  Ilenrv  Hoff- 
man, w ho,  a few  years  ago,  removed  to  Michigan. 

Jacob  Braueher  died  in  1870,  in  his  eighty- 
sixth  year,  without  posterity. 

John  Brown  came,  in  1785,  and  lived  on 
the  farm  now  Bowersox’s,  on  Penn’s  Creek, 
where  he  died  in  his  seventy-second  year.  lie 
is  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Laurclton.  Deleft 
a son  John,  who  died  in  1 84fi,  in  his  sixty-first 
year,  without  posterity.  Brown’s  school  was 
named  after  him. 

George  Catherman  owned  the  major  part  of 
the  farm  now  Halfpenny’s.  The  place  where 
his  cabin  stood  has  for  manv  years  been  plowed 
over;  a couple  of  old  apple-trees  still  stand  to 
point  nit  its  position.  lie  left  a large  family; 
many  of  his  posterity  still  reside  in  the  county. 
Jacob  Catherman,  a brother  of  George,  lived 
where  William  Swengle  now  lives,  and  built 
the  stone  house  still  standing  there.  He  had  a 
large  family  and  his  descendants  are  almost 
like  the  sands  of  the  sea  in  number. 
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William  Caldwell  was  (lie  owner  of  (lie  farm 
which  during  the  Revolution  belonged  to  John 
Shively,  who  was  captured  by  the  Indians  and 
never  hoard  of  afterwards.  In  18113  he  sold  it 
to  John  Fisher.  This  is  the  place  where  R.  Yr. 
15.  Lincoln,  Esq.,  has  resided  for  the  last  forty 
wars. 

George  Coryell  was  a tenant  on  land  of  Mu- 
clay’s;  he  was  a native  of  Xew  Jersey  and  had 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  army  until  near 
the  end  of  the  war.  1 To  was  a brother-in-law 
of  Richard  Van  Boskirk,  of  Mifllinburg,  and 
came  to  Buffalo  Valley  in  175)53.  lie  was  ad- 
jutant of  Colonel  George  Weirieh’s  regiment  in 
IS  1 4.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade  and  built 
many  houses  and  barns  in  Buffalo  Valley.  He 
made  frequent  removals  from  one  place  to  an- 
other, and  died  in  Western  Pennsylvania  about 
18.38.  John  B.  Coryell,  list].,  of  Williamsport, 
is  one  of  his  grandsons. 

John  Copeland  was  a laborer  who  lived  in 
one  of  the  cabins  of  what  was  then  called 
“ Slabtown.” 

Philip  Dale  owned  a large  farm,  on  which 
was  erected  the  first  brick  house  in  the  town- 
ship ; he  was  a son  of  Christian  Dale,  who  was 
one  of  the  iirst  settlers  and  prominent  citizens 
of  College  township,  Centre  County.  1 1 is  farm 
has  been  divided  into  four  farms,  now  owned 
by  Henry  Dorman,  II.  E.  Smith,  S.  C.  Shirk 
and  S.  E.  Braucher. 

In  1792  William  Douglass  was  a tenant  of 
Colonel  Hartley’s,  afterward  of  Maclay’s  ; he 
moved  West  after  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812. 

James  Divcns,  a weaver,  lived  near  Laurel 
Run  Church  and  sundry  other  places  in  that 
neighborhood.  His  posterity  in  the  female 
line  are  still  resident  in  the  county. 

Francis  Douglass  was  an  eccentric  character 
of  Scottish  descent,  who  lived  on  a small  lot 
near  the  mountain,  now  Mook’s. 

Ludwig  Dorman  owned  the  farm,  now  Cor- 
nelius Kalcr’s,  on  the  south  side  of  Penn’s 
Creek,  opposite  to  11.  V.  B.  Lincoln’s.  His 
grandchildren,  David,  Henry  and  Samuel  Dor- 
man, arc  residents  and  I a ml -owners  of  1 lari  ley  ; 
other  descendants  of  his  are  scattered  through 
Union,  Centre  and  Clinton  Counties. 

John  Fisher  lived  on  (he  farm  immediately 


west  of  Lincoln.  He  also  had  a distillery  on 
his  farm,  the  remains  of  which  are  still  visible. 
He  owned  the  three  farms  now  owned  by  R.  V. 
B.  Lincoln.  He  was  an  enterprising  man,  and 
ran  arks  down  the  creek  and  river  to  Baltimore, 
laden  with  Hour,  grain,  whiskey  and  oilier  pro- 
ductions of  the  country.  His  ventures  in  this 
line  were  not  attended  with  success.  lie  lost 
several  whole  cargoes  of  produce,  w hich  so  cri]»- 
pled  his  resources  that  he  was  eventually  forced 
to  dispose  of  his  landed  estate.  He  removed 
to  1 llinois  about  1 8.88. 

Peter  Fisher  was  the  father  of  John  Fisher  ; 
he  built  the  first  mill  near  the  mouth  of  Laurel 
Run,  on  the  bank  of  Penn’s  Creek,  in  175)7 
(now  Albright’s). 

John  Forster  lived  north  of  the  turnpike, 
near  the  mountain,  where  he  had  a small  saw- 
mill, all  vestiges  of  which  have  long  ago  dis- 
appeared. He  was  a son  of  Major  Thomas 
Forster,  of  the  Revolution. 

.Jacob  Frederick  was  a tenant  on  Lawyer 
Hall’s  farm,  now  and  for  many  years  owned  by 
W illiam  Young.  The  Fredericks  living  north- 
west of  Hartleton  are  his  grandsons  and  great- 
grandsons. 

Enoch  Fry  was  an  Irishman;  he  lived  up  the 
valley,  near  the  present  home  of  John  F.  Cather- 
man.  He  owned  the  property  now  belonging 
to  the  children  of  Robert  Miller,  deceased.  He, 
with  all  his  family,  moved  W est. 

John  Gerry  was  a tailor,  wdio  lived  at  Slab- 
town.  Adam  Getgen  lived  on  the  place  after- 
wards known  as  John  Fillman’s,  now  Joseph 
Sanders’. 

John  Glover,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  the  township;  he  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1745;  came  to  America  in  176(i;  settled  in 
Hartley  in  1772  ; lived  there  with  his  wife  and 
children,  enduring  the  privations  of  pioneer 
life,  until  the  time  of  the  big  runaway  in  1 778, 
when  he  left  and  did  not  return  until  1785). 
lie  died  in  1825;  is  buried  in  the  Laurelton 
grave-yard.  In  1804  he  was  taxed  with  one 
slave.  John  Glover,  Jr.,  son  of  John  Glover, 
was  born  near  W inchester,  Ya.,  in  1782.  He 
succeeded  his  father  in  the  ownership  of  the 
farm.  In  1822  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Ileister  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  in  that 
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< a | »:i< -i ( y until  (lie  Constitution  of  1838  removed 
him.  lie  was  in  IS."}!)  elected  register  and  re- 
corder/’or  Union  Comity,  lie  died  in  18112, 
a^ed  eighty  real's.  J I is  children  were  sons, — 
Andrew,  William,  John,  George,  Thomas, 
Robert  V.  and  Janies;  and  one  daughter, 
Sophia,  married  to  Dr.  Uriah  Reed,  of  Jersey 
Shore,  I’a.  ( )l  his  sons,  Andrew  was  appointed 
justice  of  the  peace  by  Governor  Ritner,  in  1837. 
W illiam  was  sherilf  of  Union  (Vanity  from 
1837  to  1 840 ; subsequently  removed  to  Illinois, 
and  there  died  in  1754.  John  lives  on  a small 
farm  near  Uartleton.  Thomas  'went  West; 
married  there  and  died  in  Wisconsin.  George 
became  the  owner  of  the  old  Glover  home 
and  part  of  the  land,  where  lie  died  in 
1885.  Robert  V.  has  been  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Uartleton  for  the  last 
forty  years,  and  James  lives  near  Laurelton,  on 
a part  of  the  original  Glover  farm. 

Abbot  ( ireen  was  the  youngest  son  of  Captain 
Joseph  Green,  who  was  a settler  in  the  valley 
prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  a prominent  citizen 
in  those  stormy  times;  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  living  at  a saw-mill  on  the  south  side  of 
Penn’s  Creek,  near  the  mouth  of  Weiker  Run. 

Here  young  Green  grew  to  manhood,  with 
very  meagre  educational  advantages,  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  running  arks  and  rafts  down 
the  creek  and  river.  In  181  I he  was  keeping 
a store  in  llartlcton.  J In  subsequently  removed 
to  I jc  wish  nigh  and  took  coni  racts  upon  the  public 
works  then  being  constructed  by  the  State. 
Among  other  works  he  built  the  dam  across  the 
Susquehanna  River  at  Clark’s  Ferry,  which  for 
a long  time  went  by  the  name  of  Green’s  Dam. 
In  1830  he  was  elected  major-general  of  the 
Eighth  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia. 
He  died  in  1851,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  1 1 is 
sons  were  Joseph,  Dr.  G.  W.,  Robert  R.  and 
John  A.  The  first  thiee  erected  the  furnace  in 
White  Deer  township  called  Forest  Iron- 
Works,  afterwards  known  as  Kaulfman’s.  Of 
General  Green’s  two  daughters,  the  elder  was 
married  to  lion.  John  Walls,  of  Uewisburgh, 
the  younger  to  John  ( iuyer,  an  eminent  preacher 
in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Renjamin  Gundy  livd  where  Henrv  Stitzer 
now  lives;  the  tract  was  a.  large  one,  embracing 


the  Middleswarth  farm  and  others  and  was  the 
property  of  a non-resident  owner,  an  Fnglish- 
uian. 

( leorge  G wynn’s  place  now  constitutes  a part  of 
the  farm  of  Adam  Musser;  the  buildings  were 
back  of  the  buildings  on  the.  Musser  place; 
(her  have  long  ago  been  demolished. 

J O r~> 

Martin  Heise  was  an  early  settler;  he  lived 
on  thesouth  side  of  Penn’s  CrecK,  nearly  oppo- 
site to  Rincoln’s  ; he  died  at  a great  age,  some- 
where in  the  nineties. 

Solomon  Heise  lived  a little  east  of  Knaucr’s 
mill,  on  the  road  to  Xew  Rerlin,  where  the 
farm  buildings  of  George  I*,  lluhl  now  stand. 
He  went  back  to  Lancaster  County,  from  which 
he  originally  came. 

The  Hendr  ickses  all  lived  in  the  upper  end  of 
the  valley  (“  Tight  End  ”) ; they  were  lumber- 
men and  raftsmen. 

Ezekiel  Jones,  in  1804,  bought  out  Thomas 
Frederick,  whose  name  appears  upon  the  assess- 
ment roll  in  1782.  The  Frederick  place  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlements  west  of  Laurel 
Run.  Jones  was  succeeded  by  William  Forster 
about  1831.  Eorster  lived  there  until  his  death, 
in  1853. 

Mrs.  Mark  Halfpenny,  of  Lewisburgh,  Airs. 
Dr.  Seebold,  of  Uartleton,  and  Mrs.  W illiam 
(Judge)  W liitmer,  of  Sunbury,  were  daughters 
of  William  Eorster.  W illiam  Forster,  who  still 
lives  near  the  Stale  College  in  Centre  County, 
is  his  oldest  son.  1 1 is  second  son,  Captain  R. 
M.  Forster,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  lost 
his  life  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

Peter  Kauffman  lived  where  his  great-grand- 
son Sanders  now  lives,  in  Lewis  township. 

Levi  Jones  lived  on  Shippen’s  lands.  These 
lands  extended  along  Penn’s  Creek  from  a short 
distance  above  Rerlin  Iron-Works  to  Thomas’ 
saw-mill,  a distance  of  nearly  three  miles.  The 
farms  of  George  Roop,  Lewis  Radger,  Jo-iah 
Roop  (deceased),  Harrison  Riugman,  Daniel 
Horner,  with  other  smaller  lots,  have  all  been 
taken  from  the  Shippen  domain. 

I b ury  Kicster  lived  on  the  south  side  of 
Penn’s  Creek,  opposite  to  A lbright’s  mill.  After 
some  years  he  removed  his  mills  to  Penn- 
Creek,  where  the  water-power  was  at  all  times 
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abundant.  1 1 is  descendants  arc  numerous  and 
-(ill  ding  with  I ho  tenacity  of  life  to  the  nar- 
rnw  .'trip  of  rugged  land  between  I Vim’s  ( 'reek 
.iinl  .lack’s  Mountain 

John  Kinder  (blacksmith)  was  a descendant 
ofticorge  Kic-tcr.  Ilisl'ann  is  now  owned  by 
hi- son-in-law,  ('hrislian  Sehnnre. 

John  Kicstcr  (I*.  C.) . was  the  owner  of  I lie 
place  now  known  as  the  Merlin  Iron-Works, 
where  he  had  settled  in  1702  and  had  a saw- 
mill and  some  land  cleared  and  under  cultiva- 
tion. 

l’eler  Klingaman  lived  in  the  northern  part 
o|'  Lewis  township  in  the  neighborhood  of 
where  his  descendant's  of  the  third  and  fourth 
generations  still  reside. 

( ieorgo  K lcckner  owned  a few  acres  of  land 
mi  Thorn  linn,  on  the  road  leading  from  Un- 
coil) Chapel  to  the  JPenn’s  Creek  road.  Some 
of  his  posterity  still  reside  in  the  comity. 

William  K lcckner  was  a brother  ol  George 
nml  owned  the  place  now  owned  by  ( '.  II.  II  as- 
.-(■ii plug ; his  descendants  still  reside  in  the 
county. 

Abraham  K lcckner,  Isaac  K leek ner  and  John 
Klcekner  were  brothers  of  (ieorge  and  W illiam, 
above-named,  but  no  relatives  ol  the  Kleckners 
who  settled  on  the  Captain  Irvine  tract,  near 
.W  illlmburg. 

Maltzcr  Ivlinesmith  lived  on  the  east  end  of 
Paddy’s  Mountain,  about  one  and  a half  miles 
from  Laurelton  ; he  was  the  son  of  the  Malt/er 
Ivlinesmith  who  was  killed  by  Indians  in  1780, 
and  the  brother  of  the  two  Ivlinesmith  girls 
who  were  taken  prisoners  at  the  time  of  the 
murder  of  their  father.  The  buildings  where 
Ivlinesmith  lived  have  been  allowed  to  tumble 
down  and  none  have  been  erected  in  their  stead. 
The  land  is  owned  by  Mrs.  J.  Ah  Pontius. 

James  Madden  and  Joseph  Madden  were 
brothers,  who  resided  in  llartleton.  The  former 
was,  in  1817,  appointed  postmaster  there,  and 
in  1820  and  1827  elected  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Pennsylvania,  in  I8,‘>1  was  appointed 
a justice  of  the  peace,  and  in  18  l(i  deputy  sur- 
veyor of  the  county.  lie  died  in  llartlelon  in 
I Nob. 

Janies  Met 'alls  was  a tenant  farmer,  who,  in 
later  Nears,  lived  lor  a long  lime  on  (he  Macias 


farm  in  Mulfalo  township,  then  owned  by  Gen- 
eral Abbot  G rcen. 

Joseph  Miller,  Sr.,  owned  the  land  now  con- 
stituting the  farm  of  I1' rank  Charles  and  the 
eastern  farm  of  James  (Hover.  John  Miller, 
Joseph  Miller,  Jacob  Miller  and  Henry  Miller 
were  his  sons.  Jacob  and  John  lelt  the  valley 
about  18-12.  Joseph  and  I Ieury  continued  to 
reside  in  the  township  until  their  deaths. 
Joseph  died  in  18(17,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and 
Henry  died  in  187  1,  aged  eighty  years. 

Thomas  Miller  was  a wagon-maker  who  lived 
in  llartleton.  lie  was  celebrated  as  a bear 
hunter.  The  front  of  his  shop  was  ornamented 
or  disfigured  by  a row  of  bears’  paws  nailed 
j against  the  wall,  extending  across  the  entire 
i front, — the  trophies  of  his  success  as  a bear 
hunter. 

Peter  Miller  was  the  son  of  Sebastian  Miller, 
who  moved  on  Hartley’s  land,  near  Swcngle,  in 
I 7!U.  He  had  a saw -mill  on  the  south  side  of 
Penn’s  Creek,  where  he  lived  many  years.  He 
died  in  1872,  in  his  ninety-second  year.  Andrew 
M iller,  of  Lewis  township,  is  one  of  his  sons. 

Jonas  Miller,  a brother  of  Peter,  lived  on 
land  now  owned  by  his  son-in-law,  John 
iShowalter.  The  old  buildings  have  all  been 
demolished  and  new  ones  erected  on  an  adjoin- 
ing property.  He  died  from  injuries  received 
from  an  enraged  animal  which  had  been 
wounded  in  an  attempt  to  slaughter  it  for  beef. 
Of  his  sons,  S.  S.  Miller  and  Jonas  T.  Miller 
reside  in  Laurelton.  The  place  assessed  in  the 
name  of  John  Orwig  is  the  place  now  owned 
by  Daniel  Ivnauss. 

The  place  assessed  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Pawley  is  the  place  now  owned  by  Aaron  Mas- 
singer, formerly  owned  by  Christopher  Reif. 
While  Reif  was  the  owner  he  erected  a foundry 
and  other  shops  for  the  manufacture  of  a clover- 
hulling  machine  of  his  own  invention.  Mr. 
Reif  sold  his  property  after  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion was  over,  and  removed  to  Tennessee. 

Conrad  Paul  was,  in  his  day,  the  boss  car- 
penter of  the  settlement;  nearlv  all  the  good 
barns  built  in  his  day  were  eonsl meted  by  him. 
At  the  time  ol  his  death  he  owned  the  lot  near 
to  the  I J rowii  school- house,  now  owned  bv 
( Ieorge  ( 'at  hernia n,  black.-anil  1 1 . 
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Michael  Pefers  came  from  Lancaster  (Anility 
prior  to  17!M>,  and  bought  a large  si  ice  of  the 

I lari  ley  lands.  1 1 is  mansion  was  situated  along 
the  public  road  and  turnpike,  being  the;  first 
house  west  of  llartleton.  1 1 is  purchase  em- 
braced the  Whitmer  farm,  the  Elias  Onvig 
farm,  lots  of  lb  V.  Glover,  the  farm  of  Daniel 
Long  and  part  of  the  farms  of  II.  L.  Smith  and 

II  enry  Dorman.  He  started  a tannery  on  his 
farm,  and  fora  series  of  years  continued  the 
manufacture  of  leather.  The  abandoned  tan- 
nery has  been  turned  into  a dwelling,  and  is  the 
home  of  John  lb  Smith.  Mr.  Peters  had  one 
son  and  two  daughters.  I T is  son,  also  named 
Michael,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  became 
the  owner  of  the  greater  part  of  his  father’s 
land,  and,  after  some  years  of  a free-and-easy 
life,  sold  the  property  and  removed  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Bellevue,  Ohio,  where  he  died. 
Of  his  daughters,  the  oldest  married  John  Wilt, 
and  after  his  death  she  married  Cornelius  Pell- 
man ; the  younger  was  the  first  wife  of  Daniel 
Berkley,  ex-sheriff  and  prothonotary  of  North- 
umberland County. 

Calvin  Preston  was  a millwright  who  lived 
at  different  points  in  the  township,  but  mostly 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Laurel  Run.  He  had 
a son  Luther,  who  followed  the  same  avocation 
that  his  father  did,  and  assisted  in  building  the 
mill  at  Laurelton,  in  1 8 •'  1 0 , and  soon  afterward 
went  West. 

Peter  Rote  was  a son  of  George  Rote,  who 
lived  on  the  land  now  occupied  by  the  lower 
end  of  Milllinlmrg.  Peter  was  the  father  of 
Captain  John  Rote,  who  lived  in  the  upper  end 
of  the  valley,  and  was  a successful  farmer.  The 
captain  had  a terrible  hatred  of  Indians,  and 
the  sight  of  one  invariably  aroused  his  ire.  His 
uncle  and  aunt  had  been  captured  by  Indians  at 
Mifflinburg,  but  in  course  of  time  got  back  to 
their  home.  On  one  occasion,  while  attending 
a show  in  which  some  real  Indians  were  per- 
forming, he  was  with  difficulty  kept  from  en- 
tering the  arena  and  engaging  in  a conflict  with 
them.  He  died,  leaving  a large  family  of  child- 
ren, : ome  of  whom,  and  lliejr  do  ,-ci  ndmil.,  arc 
at  (lie  present  lime  residing  in  various  parts  of 
I he  minify. 

Henry  Roush  lived  at  the  Penn’s  Valley 


Narrows,  and  had  a tavern,  mill  and  distillery 
there  (see  Hartley  township). 

Henry  Rover  lived  where  Abraham  Ilufnagle 
now  lives,  and  at  other  places  in  the  township, 
and  spent  t Ik;  evening  of  his  life  in  llartleton. 
M rs.  George  Dale,  Mrs.  Samuel  Hartman  and 
Mrs.  Jesse  Williams  are  his  daughters. 

John  Shively  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Christian 
Shively,  who  settled  near  White  Springs,  in 
Limestone  township,  before  the  Revolution. 
He  lived  on  the  farm  now  belonging  to  Jacob 
Klosc,  along  Penn’s  Creek-,  in  Lewis  township. 

Henry  Slump  had  a carding  and  fulling-mill, 
distillery,  etc.  This  is  the  place  afterwards 
known  as  Huntington’s.  All  vestiges  of  the 
distillery  have  long* since  disappeared ; the  card- 
ing and  fulling-mill  has  been  abandoned,  the 
dwelling-house  burned  down  by  accident  and 
not  rebuilt,  and  the  old  log  barn  is  fast  crumb- 
ling away. 

John  Thomas  kept  a store  and  tavern  in 
llartleton,  where  Daniel  Long  now  lives. 

George  Weikert  owned  the  farm  afterwards 
known  as  Goodlander’s;  he  sold  out  and  moved 
to  Ohio;  his  name  is  perpetuated  in  A\  eiker  Run 
and  the  post-office  of  Weikert. 

Jacob  Weiker  was  a brother  of  George  ; he 
lived  across  the  creek  from  George’s,  at  the 
saw-mill  formerly  Green’s,  more  lately  Mars- 
hal’s. 

John  AVilson  was  the  son  of  Peter  AVilson 
and  Jane  Gilbreth,  who  removed  from  York 
County  into  Buffalo  Valley  before  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  retired  with  the  great  runaway  of 
1778.  In  the  assessment  of  f 775  he  is  assessed 
with  thirty  acres  of  land  cleared,  two  horses 
and  two  cows.  He  returned  after  the  war,  and 
John  married  Nancy  Forster,  a daughter  of  Cap- 
tain John  Forster,  of  Buffalo  township.  They 
lived  for  some  years  on  the  old  Hayes  farm  (of 
late  Strickler’s),  about  two  miles  west  of  Mifflin- 
burg, and  afterwards  moved  upon  Hartley’s 
land,  and  thence,  about  1815,  to  llartleton.  lie 
was  commissioned  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1813, 
by  Governor  Simon  Snyder,  lie  died  inl83(i, 
aged  seventy  years.  1 1 is  wife  died  jn  1853, 
aged  eighty-five.  Their  children  were  Jane, 
married  lo  John  Ray,  llie  firsl  .sherilf  of  Union 
( .'minty;  James,  died  in  Philadelphia;  John  F., 
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for  a long  time;  a leading  citizen  of  the  county, 
a resident  of  ilartlcton,  county  commissioner 
from  1832  to  1835,  died  in  1 859,  aged  sixty  - 
six  years;  Alary,  married  to  Simon  Slialler,  w ho, 
along  with  Cohort  U.  Maclay,  represented  I Inion 
County  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  at 
die  session  of  1833—51  (one  of  their  sons,  J. 
Wilson  Slialler,  was  a stable  hoy  at  the  Bei  lin 
1 ron- Works  about  18  15.  lie  moved  West  and 
entered  the  war  for  the  Union,  served  on  the 
stall' of  General  Butler  and  retired  from  the  war 
ut  its  close  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general, 
and  in  18(>9  lie  was  appointed  by  President 
(iraut  Governor  of  Utah,  and  died  while  in 
the  discharge  of  the  dot  ies  of  that  oilice  in  1871); 
Peter  Wilson,  for  the  last  sixty  years  living  at 
Spring  Mills,  Centre  County,  Pa  ; William, 
died  in  Illinois  many  years  ago;  Alexander, 
died  in  Marietta,  Pa.;  Nancy,  living  in  Ilartle- 
ton  ; and  Dorcas,  married  to  J.  Boude  Barber, 
of  Illinois,  now  deceased. 

Leonard  Smith  owned  the  place  now  D.  O. 
Power’s,  where  he  had  a saw-mill;  Melchior 
Smith,  a brother,  had  a hemp-mill  on  Laurel 
Hun  ; they  lived  on  adjoining  farms,  are  both 
Mins  of  Melchior  Smith,  a German,  who  had 
settled  there  in  1792,  Their  posterity  still 
reside  in  and  about  Laurel  ton. 

John  Spigelmyer  bought  some  of  the  Hartley 
lands  and  settled  where  Swenglc  Station  and 
pn-d-olliec  now  are,  in  1802  (see  Lewis  town- 
d.ip). 

John  Stitzer  was  a blacksmith  at  the  cross- 
roads where  J.  S.  Halfpenny  now  lives,  in 
Lewis  township.  John  Stitzer,  Jr.,  who  lived 
in  Milllinburg  for  many  years,  and  kept  hotel 
at  the  stand  now  Deekard’s,  was  one  of  his  sons. 
Another  son  was  David  Stitzer,  who  was  also  a 
blacksmith,  and  carried  on  the  smithing  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  keeping  a tavern  at  the 
cross-roads  above-named.  Contiguous  to  this 
tavern  was  the  farm  of  George  Catherman. 
Sutzer’s  landed  possessions  gradually  increased 
it'  those  of  the  adjoining  farmer  decreased, 
until  the  tavern-keeper  had  obtained  all  the 
liilds  of  the  licm hborin<j  farmer.  The  old 
farm  buildings  were  torn  down  and  no  vestme 
id-  them  remains.  David  Stitzer  succeeded 
Henry  Roush  at  the  foot  of  the  Penn’s  Valley 
S7 


Narrows  and  kept  a tavern  there  until  he  died, 
in  18(17,  aged  seventy-one  years. 

Adam  Wilt  came  from  Cumberland  County 
in  1799  ; his  father  had  bought  the  Narrows 
property  of  Michael  Shirt/,  a short  time  before. 
Wilt  kept  tavern  and  owned  the  mill  there  for 
some  years,  until  he  was  succeeded  by  Henry 
Roush,  about  1812  or  1813.  He  was  also  a 
surveyor,  and  in  1813  was  appointed  a justice 
of  the  peace  by  Governor  Snyder.  He  was 
noted  for  his  skill  and  dexterity  in  running  an 
arc,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  man  who 
took  one  successfully  through  the  Concwago 
Falls.  After  leaving  the  Narrows  he  resided 
on  his  farm  until  182(1,  when  John  Lincoln 
became  the  owner  thereof,  and  Wilt  moved  to 
Ilartleton,  where  he  died  in  1830. 

John,  Samuel  C.  ami  David  C.  Wilt  were 
three  of  his  sons.  The  first-named  married  the 
oldest  daughter  of  Aliehacl  Peters,  and  lived  on 
and  cultivated  the  farm  now  Whitrner’s.  He 
was  considered  a model  farmer  in  his  day  ; was 
elected  a justice  of  the  peace  and  served  as  such  ; 
also  was  county  commissioner  from  1849  to 
1852;  as  one  of  the  county  commissioners,  he 
subscribed  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
stock  of  the  Susquehanna  Railroad  Company, 
which  caused  a great  fa ror  in  the  county.  This 
subscription  was  the  occasion  of  the  convening  of 
the  largest  public  meeting  ever  held  in  New 
Berlin.  Mr.  Wilt  died  in  1858,  fifty  years  old. 
Samuel  C.  Wilt  lived  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  Ilartlcton,  was  for  many  years  a justice 
of  the  peace,  and  was  killed  in  1882  by  a fall 
from  a pear-tree  in  his  yard.  Daniel  C.  Wilt 
is  a resident  of  Millheim,  Centre  County. 

John  Williams  was  a son-in-law  of  Peter 
Fisher,  and  succeeded  him  in  the  ownership  of 
the  mill  now  Albright’s.  One  of  his  daughters 
by  a second  wife  is  the  wife  of  John  F. 
Catherman. 

John  Winldeplech  settled,  in  1795,  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  John  Hodman,  Jr.,  back 
of  the  Frederick,  Jones,  Forster  or  Tees  farm. 
Flias  Winklepleeh,  of  Laurelton,  is  his  grand- 
son ; the  remainder  of  the  family  live  in  Centre 
County.  Christian  Zimmerman  and  Jacob 
Zimmerman  came  into  the  township  in  1791, 
and  settled  upon  what  was  afterward  long  known 
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as  Captain  Jolm  Hole’s  farms.  None  of  tlial 
family  remain  in  the  county.  John  Verger 
lived  on  what  was  once  the  Cole  place.  It  has 
had  a Yerger  for  the  owner  ever  since,  and  is 
now  the  properly  of  John  5 erger,  a relative  ol 
the  John  Verger  who  lived  there  in  131  1. 

Robert  Barber,  Jr.,  was  a son  of  Robert  Barber, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  early  settlers  at  While  Springs  ; 
he  lived  where  John  A.  Cook  now  lives,  and 
owned  that  place  along  with  the  Isaac  Royer 
place  and  Knauer’s  mill.  About  1835  he  re- 
moved to  Illinois  and  there  died.  J.  Wilson 
Barber,  of  Mill! inburg,  is  his  grandson. 

William  Forster  owned  the  place  where 
Samuel  ITartman  lives;  he  was  a bachelor,  a 
son  of  Captain  John  Forster,  of  Buffalo  town- 
ship, said  to  have  been  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Buffalo  Valley,  lie  was  passionately 
fond  of  dancing. 

There  was  a large  tract  of  land  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  township  on  which  a rude 
cabin  had  been  erected  at  an  early  day  in  the 
present  century,  and  a small  clearing  made, 
which  went  by  the  name  of  the  Frenchman’s 
tract  and  the  Frenchman’s  cabin.  It  em- 
braced the  present  farms  of  the  Parsleys, 
part  of  Barnett’s  and  others.  It-  was  fora  long 
time  owned  by  parties  who  would  neither  sell 
nor  improve  it,  and  was  an  eyesore  to  the  neigh- 
bors, until,  at  length,  death  came  to  their  relief 
and  removed  the  owner.  It  then  came  into  the 
market,  and  is  now  the  property  of  a half-dozen 
owners. 

John  Kohler,  who,  in  1814,  is  assessed  as  a 
tenant  on  the  Frenchman’s  tract,  was  the  father 
of  the  present  John  Galer,  and  was  a soldier  in 
the  War  ofl812,  in  Captain  Nor  Middleswarth’s 
company.  In  his  old  age  he  removed  to  Mis- 
souri. 

The  family  of  Lincoln  have  been  in  the 
Buffalo  Valley  since  1783.  In  that  year 
Mislaid  Lincoln  (who  had  served  in  the  Revo- 
lution and  in  the  region  of  the  North  and  West 
Branches  of  the  Susquehanna)  purchased  a tract 
of  land  in  Buffalo  township,  about  a mile,  east 
of  Milllinburg,  near  to  where  the  toll-gate  is. 
lie  had  two  sons,  John  and  'Thomas;  the  latter, 
about  1838,  moved  to  Circleville  and  died  soon 
after.  A daughter,  Sarah,  became  the  wife  of 


Michael  Roush.  M isliael  Lincoln  and  his  wile 
spent  the  last  few  years  of  their  lives  with  their 
son  John,  and  both  died  in  the  eighty-eighth 
year  of  their  age,  and  were  buried  in  the  Lewis 
grave-yard,  in  Limestone  township.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  Mordecai  Lincoln,  and  ol  the 
same  family  as  Abraham  Lincoln.  The  follow- 
ing sketch  of  the  Lincoln  family  is  prepared  by 
the  lion.  S.  II.  Orwig,  of  Lewisburgli,  and  is 
from  reliable  data  : . 

Mordecai  Lincoln  came  from  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, to  Massachusetts  about  a.i>.  1 1>80.  From 
Massachusetts  he  removed  to  New  Jersey,  where  his 
wife  died.  From  New  Jersey  he  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1728,  and  bought  about  one  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  Exeter  township,  Berks  County.  Here  he 
married  a second  time,  and  died  in  1735  or  173G, 
leaving  to  survive  him  eight  children, — Hannah, 
Mary,  John,  Anna  and  Sarah,  five  children  of  his 
first  wife,  and  Mordecai,  Thomas  and  Abraham 
(posthumous),  three  children  of  his  second  wife.  His 
grave  is  in  the  Friends’  burying-ground,  in  Exeter 
township,  Berks  County.  His  will,  dated  February 
22,  a.d.  1735,  and  recorded  June  7,  a.i>.  173G,  con- 
tains bequests  to  his  children, — Mordecai,  Thomas, 
Hannah  and  Mary,  John,  Anna  and  Sarah.  To  John 
was  left  three  hundred  acres  “ lying  in  the  Jerseys.” 

John  Lincoln,  son  of  Mordecai,  and  great- 
grandfather of  President  Lincoln,  left  New 
Jersey  and  bought  a farm  in  Union  township, 
Berks  County,  Pa.,  distant  from  Birdsborough 
about  one  mile.  This  farm  he  sold  in  1 7 (JO, 
and  emigrated  to  Virginia. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  son  of  John  Lincoln,  and 
grandfather  of  President  Lincoln,  was  born  in 
Rockingham  County,  Va.,  and  was  killed  by 
Indians  about  1784,  in  Kentucky,  whither  he 
had  emigrated  a few  years  before  that  time. 
Abraham  Lincoln’s  wife  was  Hannah  Winters, 
the  eldest  daughter  of  William  Winters  and 
Anna  Boone,  a sister  of  Colonel  Daniel  Boone, 
famous  in  the  early  annals  of  Kentucky.  Mr. 
Wink  ;rs  had  removed  in  1778  from  Berks 
County  to  a farm  now  included  within  flic  cor- 
porate limits  ol  the  city  of  Williamsport,  and 
was  living  there  when  his  son-in-law,  Abraham 
Lincoln,  visited  him  a short  time  before  his 
death,  1783.  Upon  Lincoln’s  return  to  his 
home  in  Kentucky  he  was  accompanied  by  his 
brother-in-law,  John  Winters.  They  traveled 
on  foot  from  what  is  now  Williamsport,  bv 
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where  Bellefonte  now  is,  on  “the  Indian  path 
leading  from  Bald  Eagle  to  Frankstown.” 

John  Winters  visited  his  sister,  Mrs.  Potter, 
at  Bellefonte,  in  18  Id,  and  wandering  to  the  hill 
mi  which  the  academy  is  situated,  his  friends 
lagan  to  think  he  had  lost  himself,  and  dis- 
patched a messenger  in  search  of  him;  hut 
when  found,  he  said  he  was  not  lost,  hut  was 
looking  for  the  path  he  and  Lincoln  had  trod 
sixty  years  before,  and  then  “pointed  out  with 
his  linger  the  course  from  Spring  Creek,  along 
Buffalo  Run,  to  where  it  crosses  the  Long  Lime- 
stone Valley,  as  being  their  route.”1 
Thomas  Lincoln,  son  of  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  above  named,  was  the  father  of  the 
President.  The  wife  of  Thomas  Lincoln  was  a 
Miss  Hanks,  whose  parents  had  also  removed 
from  Exeter  township,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  to 
Payette  County,  Pa.,  and  from  there  to  Vir- 
ginia. No  apology  is  necessary  for  introducing 
the  following  autograph  letter  from  President 
Lincoln  to  his  relative: 

“ Simuxg fikld,  HI.,  April  fi,  I860. 

" Richard  V.  B.  Lincoln , Enq. 

“.My  Dear  Sir, — Owing  to  absence  from  home, 
yours  of  March  tilth  was  not  received  till  yesterday. 
You  are  a little  mistaken.  My  grandfather  did  not 
go  from  Berks  County,  l’a.,  hut,  as  I learn,  his  ances- 
tors did,  some  time  before  his  birth.  lie  was  born  in 
Rockingham  County,  Va.  ; went  from  there  to  Ken- 
tucky, and  was  killed  by  Indians  about  1784.  That 
the  family  originally  came  from  Berks  County  I 
learned  a dozen  years  ago,  by  letter,  from  one  of 
them,  then  residing  at  Sparta,  Rockingham  County, 
Va.  llis  name  was  David  Lincoln.  I remember, 
long  ago,  seeing  Austin  Lincoln  and  Davis  Lincoln, 
said  to  be  sons  of  Ananiah  or  1 lananiah  Lincoln,  who 
was  said  to  have  been  a cousin  of  my  grandfather.  I 
have  no  doubt  you  and  1 are  distantly  related.  I 
should  think,  from  wdiat  you  say,  that  your  and  my 
father  were  second  cousins.  1 shall  be  very  glad  to 
hear  from  you  at  any  time.  Yours,  very  truly, 

“ A.  Lincoln.” 

Mordecai  Lincoln,  son  of  the  first  Mortlccai, 
had  two  sons,  Benjamin  and  John,  who  re- 
moved to  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  where  their 
descendants  are  still  living. 

Thomas  Lincoln,  son  of  the  first  Mordecai, 
was  sheriff  of  Berks  County  in  1759.  He  had 
three  children, — Mishael,  I lananiah  and  Sarah. 

History  of  Centre  Comity,”  I, inn. 


October  4,  1770,  I lananiah  Lincoln  was  ap- 
pointed a lieutenant  in  Colonel  William  Cooke’s 
Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  the  Conti- 
nental Line.  lie  afterwards  removed  to 
Kentucky.  .Mishael  Lincoln  was  a soldier  in 
Oeneral  Sullivan’s  expedition  against  the  In- 
dians, and  was  also  at  Port  Freeland,  on  the 
West  Branch,  in  1779,  when  Captain  Brady  was 
killed,  and  assisted  in  carrying  in  his  body. 
Having  by  his  experience  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  become  familiar  with  the  valley  of  the 
West  Branch,  lie,  immediately  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  in  1783,  bought  a large  tract  of  land 
in  Buffalo  township,  about  one  mile  east  of 
MilHinburg.  To  this  farm  he  then  removed 
from  Exeter,  with  his  wife  and  child,  an  infant 
a year  old.  From  1817  to  1820  he  was  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  Union  County.  The 
child  just  named  was  John  Lincoln,  who  lived 
a long  and  useful  life,  and  died  in  1862  on  his 
farm  in  Hartley  township,  at  Lincoln  Chapel, 
to  which  place  he  had  removed  in  1826,  about 
three  miles  west  of  where  his  son,  Richard  V. 
B.  Lincoln,  has  resided  for  the  last  forty  years. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  the  posthumous  son  of  the 
first  Mordecai,  was  a member  of  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1782,  and  a member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  in  1790.  He  married 
Anna  Boone,  a first  cousin  of  Colonel  Daniel 
Boone.  They  had  four  sons, — Mordecai,  James, 
Thomas  and  John. 

David  J.  Lincoln,  of  Birdsborough,  Berks 
County,  a son  of  James,  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted for  much  valuable  information,  writes, 
“ The  old  homestead  remained  in  the  (family) 
name  until  after  the  death  of  my  uncle  John,  in 
1864,  having  been  in  the  family  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  years.  My  father  lived  in 
Morgantown,  Berks  County,  when  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  nominated  for  President,  and  the 
citizens  erected  a Lincoln  pole  at  the  corner  of 
his  house,  but  he  was  too  feeble  to  leave  his 
room  and  see  it,  and  died  shortly  after,  aged 
ninety-four  years.  Daniel  Boone  was  born  in 
Exeter  township,  Berks  County,  and  after 
settling  in  Kentucky  frequently  visited  his 
relatives  in  Berks  County,  and  always  spent 
some  time  with  his  cousin  Anna,  and  no  doubt 
his  glowing  accounts  of  the  south  induced  John 


I.  J I ill', II 

: ' .1  It:  ti  I .i • 

•'•">!  ' ’I  • !t  -I  ’ Vi-  JliW.  I( 

'<>  y-'i* irv  "mi  ih'//  -uiif;, ,,  , ! ■ui'U 

j t.lguoU  pi . I ni  yilt 

-■  oo  >!ir»  UIH  I «<••}  ,<ji:  lit.  >,  oltii  lid  It 
ti  : 1 ffuil  iit  o’i?  .^uJaUfiPw, 

ft!.'  ><'  ' Jl  ■ ' i , i . I -i  ; -1. 

■ >U  CO'ii!  JO-;  f . 

*.-ii  Ml  !•  > : ' ■ , I'fj.v  ! iUii  Jj'M  • \% 

i ! ■ 1 {.Mi  t : ■ 

u.  : • , u WOloi^jpol/T  ■ 


' Ml-  •»*  • #i<  J-  >1  ;•  i | ) 

■ 

-O'  i ynoj r-iit  .i  <«)  , • i; . •«;; 

: I 01  (tftfMiwl 

il:  :.l  ..  I ■ '■  41, t . 


13% 


JUNIATA  AND  SUSQIJKIIANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Lincoln  to  leu vo  Porks  County  in  1760,  iiml 
settle  in  Virginia.”  A nd  we  may  add  that  the 
tide  of  the  Revolutionary  W ar  carried  Mishael 
Lincoln  to  the  fertile  fields  of  Buffalo  Valley  in 
1783,  where  his  descendants  still  live. 


LINCOLN  ULNUALOUY. 
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John  Lincoln,  the  oldest  son  of  Mishael, 
crew  to  manhood  in  the  Buffalo  Valley,  and 
married,  on  (he  3d  day  of  June,  1819,  Miss 
I Iannah  Van  Busk  irk,  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Hannah  (Kelly)  Van  Buskirk,  who  was  Lorn 
March  20,  1801.  After  his  marriage  he  owned 
and  resided  upon  a farm  four  miles  east  of 
Mifllinlmrg,  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Dr. 
Lot/.  In  182G  his  father-in-law  gave  him  the 
farm  in  Hartley  township  now  owned  by  John 
Lincoln  Knight,  on  which  he  resided  until  his 
death,  August  19,  18G2.  His  wife  survived 
him  until  March  20,  1880.  For  nearly  half  a 
century  they  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  'Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: Richard  V.  B.,  born  December  18, 

1822;  Rachel  T.,  born  January  13,  1825;  and 
Catharine  Elizabeth,  born  October  19,  1829. 
Rachel  married  Dr.  Samuel  II.  Knight,  and 
had  two  children,  viz.:  Hannah  K.  and  John 

L.  Catharine  E.  married  Vr.  R.  Halfpenny. 
Their  children  are  Hannah,  Mary,  John  L. 
and  -lames  M . 

John  Lincoln,  before  his  death,  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  now  owned  by  his  son,  Richard 
V.  B.  Lincoln.  It  was  upon  this  farm  that 


.1  oli ii  'Turner  made  an  improvement  in  1751, 
and  sold  his  right  to  John  Harris  in  June, 
1755.  An  account  of  this  tract  will  be  found 
in  the  first  pages  of  the  township. 

Richard  V.  B.  Lincoln,  .son  of. John  Lincoln, 
was  born  in  Hartley  township,  and  has  always 
resided  there.  lie  attended  the  schools  of 
his  neighborhood,  when  opportunity  offered, 
until  lie  was  nine  years  old,  when  he  was  sent 
to  the  Mifllinlmrg  Academy,  then  in  charge  of 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Todd.  He  remained  at  the 
academy  most  of  the  time  until  his  sixteenth 
year,  when  lie  entered  the  sophomore  class  at 
Dickinson  College,  located  in  Carlisle,  Pa.  He 
graduated  second  in  his  class  in  1841.  After 
leaving  college  he  taught  school  four  terms, 
when,  having  decided  to  follow  farming  as  his 
business,  he,  in  1845,  commenced  work  on  the 
farm  he  now  owns  and  resides  upon,  and  which 
has  been  his  permanent  home  for  forty  years. 
It  was  then  owned  by  his  father,  but  became 
his  before  bis  father’s  death.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  in  early  life  a Whig  and  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  On  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  he  at  once 
became,  and  has  ever  since  been,  an  active  and 
prominent  member  thereof.  In  1851  he  was 
made  a justice  of  the  peace  and  held  the  office 
twenty  successive  years.  He  was  elected  coun- 
ty commissioner  in  1855  and  re-elected  in  1857 
for  three  years.  For  twenty-four  years  he  has 
held  the  office  of  school  director,  and  has  many 
times  been  assessor  of  bis  township,  and  has 
also  been  overseer  of  the  poor.  The  Republic- 
ans of  ids  county  at  one  time  presented  his 
name  as  the  choice  of  Union  County  for  State 
Senator,  and  in  1876  made  him  their  standard- 
bearer  in  the  Congressional  election  of  that 
year.  The  district  having  a Democratic  major- 
ity, lie  was  not  elected,  tli  ougli  he  received  his 
full  party  vote  and  in  his  own  county  ran 
several  hundred  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
During  the  war  Mr.  Lincoln  was  active  in  his 
support  of  all  war  measures  and  at  diderent 
times  had  charge  of  raising  the  quota  of  his 
township  in  the  call  for  recruits.  As  an  active, 
successful  business  man,  Mr.  Lincoln  decidedly 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  tlio.-e  who 
knew  him  best.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
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„!•  t lie  .M illlinhiiry  Hank  and  lias  keen  one  of 
ii'  directors  continuously  since.  lie  now  owns 
ilii'cc  line  farms,  containing  four  hundred  and 
ci'dity  acres  of  land  In  a body  and  under  a Idyll 
■>tale  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Lincoln  married,  on 
Hie  ] St  Ii  day  of  Alienist,  1 Xf>2,  Miss  Anna  M. 
iVlhuan,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Wolf) 
IVlIiuan.  She  was  horn  May  *Ji>,  ls;;i,  in 
links  Count v.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
with  the  following  children:  John  W.,  born 

Mav  2-1,  1Xo3;  Samuel  Ik,  October  b,  lXbb, 


short  distance  west  of  Laurelton,  where  he  died, 
in  1X27,  aged  sixty-four  years.  Some  of  his 
sons  went  West  and  some  of  them  remained  on 
their  native  soil.  Christian  still  lives  near  the 
K i ester  school-house;  Michael  died  at  Laurel- 
Ion  in  IX7X,  in  his  seventieth  year  ; ( Jcorye  went 
to  Selin’s  ( ! rove  in  his  early  manhood,  and  has 
resided  there  ever  since,  and  has  for  a long  time 
been  one  ot  its  most  prominent  citizens.  One 
of  the  daughters  of  .John  Christian  Schnure 

( Mm ro’ii ref . lie  \v i< I < ) w (if  1 1 J w I .1  u>!K \ 1 1 \ri >•<  m 


died  dills'  29,  lNlili;  Mark  II.,  September  13,  | 
1 Slit ) ; Hannah  Mary,  September  7,  1X(!3; 
Loiijs  Ik,  August  X,  IXliti;  Richard  Ar.  I!.,  dr.,  i 
Vpril  17,  1X71;  and  Annie  II.,  February  HI,  I 
IS  73. 

John  Christian  Sehniire,  the  founder  of  the 
Sehiuire  family,  was  a native  of  Hesse  Cassel,  : 
Urnnany;  came  to  America  in  early  manhood; 
married,  and  first  settled  in  what  is  now  Snvder  I 
( i unity ; afterwards  removed  with  his  family  to 
the  farm  now  belonging  to  W illiam  Liny,  a' 


1 Tart lelon,  and  in  her  possession  is  a certified 
copy  of  the  record  of  I he  church  at  1 hidenhofeu, 
in  the  Herman  language,  certifying  that  dohn 
< ’1 1 list  ian  Sehniire,  a son  of  dohn  ( Jen  rye  Schnure 
and  Anna  ( '.  Menner,  was  born  duly  2,  17(13. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

rtOROUOlI  OK  II A RTBKTON.1 

Piriut*  Coi.K  was  the  first  settler  on  the  site, 

1 By  It.  V.  It.  lanonln. 
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I lie  laud  being  surveyed  dune  2d,  1775.  He 
lei’t  the  settlement  at  the  time  of  the  “ big  run- 
away,” and  never  returned,  hut  sold  his  land  to 
Colonel  Hartley,  who  placed  Peter  K i ester  t here 
as  tenant,  and  the  place  was  known  as  “ K ies- 
ter > ” until  Colonel  Hartley  laid  out  the  town. 
For  many  years  the  hulk  of  the  trade  and  travel 
of  the  lower  part  of  Penn’s  Valley  found  its 
outlet  throne'll  this  village.  I Inch  Wilson  kept 
tavern  here  from  179.')  to  1798,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded hy  Martin  Si  lion  ; dohn  Verger  in  1 SO  I ; 
doll n Verger,  d r.,  in  I S 1 I . The  town  grew  slowly  ; 
it  was  on  the  post-route  established  April  I, 

I 7 its,  from  Xorlhumborlaiid  to  JJcllefonte. 

dohn  Thomas  was  the  first  storekeeper,  and 
was  here  in  IS]  1 ; dohn  Williams  was  next.  In 
18.1 4 the  town  contained  nine  taxahles,  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Abbot  Green,  mm-hant;  Amos  Harris,  shoemaker ; 
Godfrinl  JIarlolt',  inn-keeper;  Thomas  Miller,  wheel- 
wright; John  A I ( Ih'ide,  joiner;  Joseph  Madden, 
eordwainer;  .lame-'  Madden,  weaver;  .John  Williams, 
merchant  ; William  Peak,  inn-keeper. 

In  182‘J  Abraham  I).  llalin,  store  and  tavern  in  the 
house  occupied  by  Daniel  Hong  for  forty-five  years; 
Robert  Forster,  a store  and  distillery  ; John  Klapp, 
a tavern  and  inn  where  M.  S.  Wagner’s  hotel  is,  then 
kept  by  John  Wilson,  Esq.  It  is  now  the  only  hotel 
in  the  town,  but  no  liquor  is  sold. 

At  present  Hubert  V.  Glover  and  dames 
Musser  keep  general  store,  the  former  having 
been  for  more  than  forty  years  engaged  in  the 
business  in  the  same  room  ; one  drug-store,  kept 
by  Dr.  M.  L.  Mensck. 

( )n  February  Hi,  1858,  a petition,  signed  by 
the  majority  of  the  electors  within  certain  boun- 
daries, was  presented  to  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  asking  for  the  incorporation  of  a bor- 
ough to  he  called  Hartleton.  The  petition,  hav- 
ing been  read,  was  laid  before  the  grand  jury, 
which  reported  in  favor  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  being  granted,  and,  on  September  18, 
I8n8,  the  charier  was  granted  by  the  court. 

Schools. — At  the  time  of  the  incorporation 
two  of  the  township  school-houses  were  within 
the  corporate  bound-.  They  were  u-ed  until 
lSij2,  when  a school-building  with  two  school- 
rooms was  lmilt,  to  which  was  added  a second- 
story,  with  a hall,  for  various  public  purposes. 
This  was  paid  for  by  subscriptions  of  (he  fit  izens  I 


of  the  town  and  vicinity.  Among  its  early  teach- 
ers were  Cunningham,  an  irascible  Irishman; 
( 1 adding, an  Englishman ; Samuel  I Iaupt, Charles 
Mason,  William  Geddes  and  Joel  Hamer.  The 
first  teachers  of  the  common,  or  f roe-schools, 
were  James  Madden,  Esq.,  and  K’iehard  V.  Ik 
Lincoln.  Others  afterwards  were  Samuel  I Iaupt, 
V i 1 1 in  m ( ieddes  and  Mary  ( 'alviu. 

Churches. — Keligintis  services  were  early 
held  in  the  old  school-house  hy  Methodist  itin- 
erants, who  often  stopped  overnight  in  the  town. 
The  same  was  done  by  preachers  of  other  de- 
nominations. J h-.  George  Junkin,  an  eminent 
Presbyterian  minister,  preached  there  oecasion- 
I ally,  as  doubtless  others  al.-o  did.  Jhit  it  was 
not  until  in  1841  that  the  Union  Church  was 
built.  This  gave  an  impetus  to  the  cause  of 
religion,  and  since  that  time  the  Methodists, 
Presbyterians  and  Evangelicals  have  regularly 
had  preaching  services  in  the  town.  The  Meth- 
odists and  Evangelicals  still  use  the  old  Union 
Church.  The  Methodists  have  always,  since 
the  erection  of  the  church,  been  served  by  the 
preachers  of  the  Northumberland  and  Mifllin- 
Imrg  Circuits.  (For  their  names,  see  history  of 
Miflliiiburg.) 

The  Pkesrvteriax  Ciiekcie  — In  1842 
Rev.  G.  V.  Thompson,  then  in  charge  of  the 
Presbyterian  Churches  of  New  IJerlin  and  Mif- 
llinburg,  gathered  up  the  scattered  remnants  of 
the  old  Laurel  Run  congregation  and  organized 
them  and  others  into  a congregation  at  Ilartle- 
ton,  using  the  Union  Church.  Mr.  Thompson, 
in  1847,  was  succeeded  in  order  l>v  Revs.  James 
Williamson,  \\  . S.  Morrison  and  J.  1>.  Adams 
to  18o9.  Rev.  Phineas  Ik  Marr  was  the  pastor 
from  1859  to  18(15,  when  Rev.  J.  1 >.  Reardon 
took  charge  and  remained  until  1880.  After 
Mr.  Reardon  retired  the  congregation  was  sup- 
plied by  Revs.  Dr.  David  Kennedy  and  others, 
until  1885,  when  Rev.  C.  E.  Edwards  became 
( he  sett  led  pastor. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  building  was  com- 
menced in  188.4,  Imt  was  not  finished  until 
1885.  This  good  work  was  done  ehieflv  through 
the  exertion^  of  Mr.  Robert  V.  Glover. 

The  Lutheran  Clinton. — The  Lutheran- 
began  to  bold  services  in  the  Union  ( 'liuivli 
about  1851,  when  Rev.  E.  Rutliroll  organized  a 
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miigregal ion.  A Iter  him  cjii no  I \ o\r.s.  Dimm, 
liicscr,  Daniel  lx  lose  and  Dr.  Salim,  d im  pres- 
i Ml  brick  clmrcli  was  built  in  187b,  under  the 
pastorate  of  Dr.  Salim.  In  the  new  church  the 
pastors  have  been  lie  vs.  W.  ( Met  love,  Charles 
Sell  mire,  until  I XSt ),  w hen  he  went  as  a mission- 
arv  In  India;  M.  D.  hiirsl  and  S.  (i.  Finekle, 
lln‘  present  incumbent. 

The  preachers  of  the  Exaingclical  Association 
also  hold  regular  bi-weekly  services  in  the 
Union  ( Inircli  ; Rev.  \V.  W.  Rhoads,  pastor. 

< oi.on  1:1,  Thomas  IIakti.kx',  the  founder 
of  the  town,  though  he  never  resided  Imre,  was 
horn  in  Kerbs  County,  I’a.,  September  7,  1748. 
lie  received  the  rudiments  of  a classical  educa- 
tion til  Readme-,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
his  age  went  to  York,  Ra.,  w here  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law,  under  Samuel  .Johnson,  Esq.  ; 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  York  County  July 
2b,  l Tlih,  and  soon  distinguished  himself  as  a 
lawver.  lie  earnestly  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
colonies  as  against  the  mother  country,  and  in 
177  1 wtis  elected  by  the  citizens  of  York,  a 
member  of  the  provincial  meeting  of  deputies 
which  was  held  in  Philadelphia  in  July  of  that 
year.  In  177b  he  was  a member  of  the  provin- 
cial convention  which  met  in  Philadelphia  Jan- 
uary '.kid. 

January  10,  L77(i,  he  was  elected  by  Congress 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania 
liultalion,  of  which  William  I rvine  was  colonel ; 
and  alter  the  cap! lire  of  ( 'oloucl  I rv inc,  Colonel 
Hartley  commanded  the  battalion.  It  served 
one  year.  In  1777  lie  was  appointed  colonel  in 
niie  of  the  iwv  regiments  of  the  Pennsylvania 
bine  and  commanded  a brigade  at  the  battle  of 
tin*  Krandywine.  In  1 778  part  of  his  regiment 
was  sent  into  the  West  .Branch  region,  soon  aftei 
the  massacre  at  Wyoming;  he  was  at  Sunbiirv 
with  his  command  August  1st,  and  Muncy  Au- 
gust 8th  and  left  there  on  September  21st,  on  a 
campaign  against  the  Indians.  The  command 
marched  through  swamps,  over  creeks  and 
mountains,  and  had  numerous  skirmishes  with 
the  enemy.  It  penetrated  the  northern  wilds 
almost  to  the  Xew  York  line,  destroyed  the  In- 
dian villages  on  the  Tioga  and  Wyalusing,  and 
returned  to  Nunhiiry  ( )etober  b,  after  having 
made  a march  of  several  hundred  miles. 


On  February  Id,  1770,  after  three  years’  ser- 
vice, he  resigned  his  commission.  In  178.J  he 
was  elected  a member  ol  the  council  of  censors. 

I n 1787  he  was  a member  ol  the  Slate  Don  voli- 
tion which  adopted  the  ( ’oust ilution  of  the 
United  Stales.  In  1788  lie  was  elected  a mem- 
ber ol’  the  First  (‘ongressand  was  siiceesssix  ely 
elected  to  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Filth  and 
Sixth  Congresses,  dying  while  a member,  at 
his  home  in  York,  December  21,  1800,  in  his 
li fly-third  year.  ( lovernor  .McKean,  on  April 
28,  1800,  commissioned  him  a major-general  of 
the  Fifth  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia, 
consisting  of  the  counties  of  York  and  Adams. 
He  left  two  children,  diaries  \\  . Hartley,  af- 
terwards prothonotary  of  York  (bounty,  and  a 
daughter,  Fleanor,  married  to  Dr.  James  Hall, 
of  Philadelphia.  Colonel  Hartley,  while  in 
Congress,  delivered  the  first  speech  ever  made 
in  America  on  the  tarilf  ipiestion.  1 1 is  speeches, 
as  found  in  the  Congressional  Debates,  are  line 
specimens  of  logic  and  oratory,  lie  was  deci- 
dedly one  of  the  ablest  representatives  of  his 
day.  His  remains  lie  in  front  of  St.  John’s 
Fpiseopal  Church,  of  York,  Pa. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

I.KWIS  'I’OW  NS  1 1 1 t’.i 

No. serious  attempt  to  divide  Hartley  township 
was  made  until  September,  I8bb.  As  the  terri- 
tory of  Hartley  township,  in  the  new  county  of 
Union,  covered  more  than  one-third  of  the  entire 
county,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  make  a di- 
vision of  it.  Accordingly  at  the  September 
session  of  the  court,  upon  a petition  being  pre- 
sented for  that  purpose,  Ileiirv  Mot/.,  George 
Slear  and  John  Sehraeh  were  appointed  com- 
missioners to  make  a new  town-hip  out  of  the 
eastern  part  of  Hartley,  and,  on  December  22, 
18bb,  Messrs.  Mot/.,  Sehraeh  and  Slear  made  a 
report  in  favor  of  a new  township,  giving  its 
bounds  on  the  same  day  exceptions  were  filed. 
February  2d,  iN.bli,  exceptions  not  sustained, 
and  John  Dalesman,  FlaveJ  t’lingan  and  .James 
I).  Chamberlin  appointed  reviewers.  Max  2 1, 
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185(5,  order  for  reviews  continued.  .John  I tales- 
man, one  of  the  reviewers,  having  heen  siek, 
.John  II.  Linn  was  appointed  in  Ids  place.  .July 
ID,  IN, dd,  David  Wdilson  ajipoinled  in  place  of 
John  Ik  I jinn.  .September  20,  185(5,  John  S. 
Sehrach  was  appointed,  and  order  to  viewers 
thus  eonslilnted  eonlinned.  December,  INf>(>, 
reviewers  made  report"  in  lavor  ol  a new  town- 
ship, running  by  the  same  lines  as  the  first  views. 
Exceptions  filed.  February  1 J,  1857,  “alter 
hearing  exceptions  to  report,  both  this  and  re- 
port, ol  reviewers  being  in  favor  ot  the  division 
of  the  township  by  the  same  lines,  the  exceptions 
arc  overruled  and  report  confirmed,  and  the  new 
township,  as  designated  by  the  viewers,  erected 
and  constituted  into  a new  township,  to  be  called 
the  township  of  Lewis.”  This  name  was  given 
toil  in  honor  of  Judge  Ellis  Lewis,  who  presided 
over  the  courts  of  Union  County  with  great 
abililv  from  1 ST!  to  1 N 12. 

Sriii'.A  ms. — -Penn’s  Creek,  flowing  through 
Ilartlev,  Lewis  and  Lewislown,  was  called  in 
the  treaty  of  1751  “ Rayaronditi  ; ” in  that  of 
1758,  “John  Penn’s  Creek,”  and  in  various  old 
deeds  at  different  times  it  is  called  “ I Jig  Ma- 
honey.” In  the  deed  from  John  Turner  to 
John  1 1 a iris,  of  ,J  une,  17  55,  for  the  improvement 
(now  IL  V.  15.  Lincoln’s)  in  Hartley  township 
the  creek  is  called  “Mahoney.” 

Buffalo  Creek  is  called  by  that  name  in  the 
treaty  of  1758.  It  rises  in  numerous  springs, 
most  of  which  are  in  Lewis  township.  North 
Branch  and  Rapid  Run  flow  easterly  through 
the  township  in  the  northern  part. 

Lewis  township  is  from  two  and  a lialfto  three 
miles  wide  from  east  to  west,  and  about  fifteen 
miles  in  length  from  north  to  south;  about  one- 
half  of  it-  territory  i-  mountainous  and  incapa- 
ble of  cultivation.  In  the  central  parr  of  the 
township  there  are  a-  tine  farms  a.-  can  be 
found  in  the  county.  From  the  time  of  the 
purchase  of  1751  the  greater  part,  of  the  town- 
ship of  Lewis  was  in  ( ’umberland  ( ,'ounty  until, 
in  1 7 1 > 8 , the  northeastern  part  of  the  township 
was  embraced  in  the  purchase  of  that  year,  and 
became  a pari  of  the  county  of  Berks,  and  so 
remained  until  the  erection  of  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  in  1772.  'flic  line  of  the 
purchase  of  175  1,  as  fixed  bv  the  treaty  of 


1758,  became  the  boundary  line  between  the 
counties  of  Cumberland  and  Berks,  and  re- 
mained such  until  1772.  It  ran  northwest  on 
or  near  the  boundary  line  of  Benjamin  and 
Abraham  Mcneh’s  places,  north  of  Ray’s 
Church.  The  Mench  farms  are  oil  the  David 
Johnson  survey,  application  of  April  I 7 < j D, 

surveyed  August  20,  1 7<>1L  West  of  I >avid 
Johnston,  on  Buffalo  Creek,  is  the  Thomas 
Mackemie’s,  surveyed  August  10,  1771,  and 
west  of  the  latter,  the  Janies  Mi  Beath  (the  Or- 
wig  mill  tract),  both  surveyed  under  applica- 
tions of  April  3,  1700.  South  of  these  lies  a 
large  block  of  surveys,  then  in  Cumberland 
County,  returned  as  surveyed  November  27, 
1700,  under  application  of  April  3d  of  that 
year.  Of  this  block  the  Jane  Little  tract  is  the 
easternmost;  its  northwest  corner  is  a black 
oak,  common  to  the  Alackcmie  and  Johnston 
surveys.  This  black  oak  was  on  the  old  county 
line  between  Berks  and  ('umberland,  course 
from  black  oak  south  57°  east  171  perches  to 
northeast  corner  of  Jane  Little.  The  old  John 
Ray  farm  and  Ray’s  Church  are  on  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  Jane  Little,  of  the  block;  the 
next  west  of  Jane  Little  was  the  John  Temple- 
ton, then  the  Jane  Montgomery,  then  the  John 
Johnston  on  w hich  the  Eilman  and  John  and 
Isaac  Reisli  farms  are.  These  original  surveys 
are  a mile  and  a half  long  from  north  to  south, 
the  turnpike  running  nearly  through  the  centre 
of  them. 

W est  of  the  John  Johnson  is  the  Philip  Cole 
survey,  made  June  25,  177.'!,  on  warrant  of 
May  2-1,  of  that  year.  Colonel  Philip  Cole 
lived  on  this  tract  before  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  had  twenty-five  acres  cleared  iis  early 
as  1 775.  He  was  a juror  in  1775  and  member 
of’ the  county  committee  of  safety  for  Buffalo 
town.'hip,  in  1770,  and  colonel  of  the  battalion 
of  associators  of  Bullitlo  and  Penn’s  township', 
elected  August  31,  1 7 7(».  This  battalion  or 
drafts  from  it  went  into  service  in  December, 
and  were  employed  in  provost  duty  at  Reading. 

Colonel  ('ole  left  the  valley  at  the  runaway 
in  1778  and  never  returned.  Peter  Kiester 
next  occupied  bis  place  as  a tenant,  and  the 
place  was  long  known  as  Kieslir’s.  In  178  1 
( 'olonel  ( 'ole  sold  bis  place  to  ( ’oloncl  1 1 art  ley, 
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wlm  owned  a lav'd!  number  of  I rads  of  land  in 
(lie  noil'll  ho  vli  ood.  K iester  remained  l lie  loiiaiil 
of  I T:i rt ley"  for  some  years,  and  was  .succeeded 
Ijv  Rlward  Crawford  on  the  old  Cole  place. 

In  179:2  Edward  Crawford, one  hundred  and 
liliv  acres;  A n!  Iiony  Canter,  twohuudred  acres; 
William  Douglass,  two  hundred  acres;  Betel' 

K iester,  three  hundred  acres;  Benjamin  W il- 
liams, one  hundred  and  fifty  acres;  W illiam 
lioveard,  one  hundred  acres,  were  tenants 
mi  Colonel  Hartley’s  lands  in  Lewis  and 
Hartley  township,  then  West  Buffalo.  In 
the  same  year  Sebastian  Miller,  the  father  of 
I’etcr  Miller,  who  died  in  Hartley  township,  in 
his  ninety-second  year,  settled  upon  land  of 
Colonel  Hartley,  as  a tenant,  and  made  the  first 
clearing  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Ship- 
ton,  at  Swengle.  In  March,  1798,  Hugh  Wilson 
(father  of  the  late  Francis  Wilson,  of  near 
I ,o\\  ishurgh,  and  of  Dr.  W.  I . Wilson,  of  1 ’otter’s 
Mills,  and  grandfather  of  Hon.  /John  B.  Linn) 
moved  from  the  place  afterwards  known  as 
K leekner’s,  one  mile  west  < >f  Mifilinburg,  to  the  j 
Cole  place,  owned  by  Colonel  Hartley  (now 
and  for  many  years  Merger's),  and  kept  tavern 
there  until  I 798,  when  he  removed  to  Lewislmrgh 
to  keep  a store.  This  tavern  of  Hugh  Wilson’s 
was  probably  the  first  licensed  house  in  the 
township  from  1798-98.  In  the  assessment 
list  of  1796  it  is  described  as  a hewed  log 
house,  round  log  barn  and  three  hundred  acres 
in  the  [dace.  John  Merger  came  there  in  1801, 
mi  receding  Martin  Silton,  and  John  Merger, 
Jr.,  commenced  keeping  tavern  there  in  1804, 
and  in  1814  was  still  keeping  there.  He  moved 
from  the  valley  and  bought  a place  near 
Jacksonville,  in  Nittany  Valley,  where  some  of 
his  descendants  still  reside.  He  was  succeeded 
by  his  brother  Jacob,  who  lived  there  until  his 
death  in  1870,  and  the  old  place  and  part  of  the 
farm  is  still  owned  by  John  Verger,  his  son. 

'I’lie  land  on  which  Christian  Mcneli,  the 
elder,  now  lives  was  surveyed  to  Balt/er  K line- 
smith,  on  March  26,  1777,  on  warrant  of  Feb- 
itiarv  21,  1776.  He  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
in  Buffalo  township,  not  far  from  Dreisbach’s 
Church,  in  1780,  but  his  widow  and  children 
lived  upon  iL  alter  the  war.  In  1810  the  land 
was  valued  anddivided  into  two  portions,  Balt/er 


and  Robert  K linesmith,  Jr.,  taking  one  portion; 

( chambers,  a son-in-law  of  the,  Balt/er  w ho  was 
killed,  taking  the  other.  Btdl/.er,  J r.,sold  his. share 
to  Christian  Mcneli,  and  moved  to  a tract  of 
land  in  Hartley  township,  on  the  cast  side  of 
Baddy’s  Mountain,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death.  lie  is  buried  in  the  Laurel  ton  grave- 
yard. 1 1 is  wife  was  a daughter  of  Melchior 
Smith,  an  early  settler  on  the  place  now  Bower’s, 
on  Laurel  Bun.  Their  descendants  of  the 
names  of  Grove  and  Stover  reside  in  Marion 
and  Benner  townships,  and  in  Millheim,  in 
Centre  County. 

On  the  North  Branch  of  Bulfalo  Creek  lie 
many  of  the  surveys  lately  owned  by  Henry 
Cast,  surveyed  in  December,  1794,  on  warrants 
of  December  16,  1793.  North  of  these  are 
lands  taken  up  at  a late  date  by  Dr.  S.  8.  Beck, 
and  along  the  northern  border  of  the  township 
are  surveys  made  in  the  name  of  James  Wistar 
and  others,  surveyed  in  December,  179  1,  on 
warrants  of  A pril  12,  1794. 

The  surveys  along  Bonn’s  Creek,  on  the 
north  side,  were  made  for  John  Harris  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1 7GB,  on  warrants  of  1755.  One  Wil- 
liam Doran  held  an  improvement  on  the  lands 
surveyed  for  Harris  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Penn’s  Creek  before  1755.  A survey,  made 
February  13,  1755,  by  General  Armstrong  for 
Henry  Nuyfer,  calls  for  Doran’s  improvement 
as  an  adjoiner.  The  name  of  William  Doran  ap- 
pears as  one  of  the  signers  to  t he  petition  addressed 
to  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  then  Governor  under 
the.  proprietaries,  after  the  massacre  on  Penn’s 
Creek  in  October,  1755.  The  site  of  his  im- 
provement cannot  now  be  fixed  with  precision, 
but  it  must  have  been  in  the  neighborhood  of 
what  is  now  Ivnaucr’s  Mill. 

As  early  as  1780  David  Catherman  lived  on 
the  place  now  owned  by  William  Swenglc.  He 
had  two  sons,  Jacob  and  George,  between  whom 
he  divided  his  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  Ja- 
cob getting  the  place  where  Swenglc  now  lives, 
while  George  had  his  cabin  a little  north  of  the 
present  residence  of  J.  L.  Halfpenny,  Esq. 
In  1781  Jacob  Catherman  was  captured  by  the 
Indians,  at  or  about  the  same  time  that  John 
Shively  and  the  Wierbaeh  girls  were  taken,  as 
detailed  in  the  history  of  Hartley  township. 
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The  family  t rad  it  ion  of  the  capture  of  Cather- 
man,  as  related  by  .John  If.  Cathennan,  a 
grandson  ol  Jacob,  is  substantially  as  follows: 
There. had  been  rumors  of  the  approach  ol  hos- 
tile Indians,  and  the  Calherman  family  had 
been  considering  the  propriety  of  leaving  their 
home  and  seek  ing  a more  secure  place  of  refuge ; 
and,  with  this  end.  in  view,  -Jacob  Calherman 
and  a man  named  Reiehard  went  up  on  the 
Limestone  Ridge  to  hunt  for  the  colts,  which 
had  been  allowed  to  run  at  large.  Whilst  thus 
engaged  they  were  unexpectedly  fired  upon  and 
Reiehard  wounded,  but  not  dangerously.  They 
commenced  to  run,  and,  after  running  some 
distance,  came  upon  a large  band  of  Indians, 
and,  seeing  no  hope  of  escape,  Cathennan,  who 
had  a gun,  fired  it  into  the  ground  in  token  of 
surrender.  After  a captivity  of  three  days 
Reiehard  escaped  and  returned,  but  Cathennan 
remained  in  captivity  until  the  war  ended. 
Whilst  a captive  he  made  it  a point  to  be  of 
as  little  use  as  possible  to  his  captors,  and  con- 
trived to  do  everything  that  lie  was  ordered  to 
do  in  an  unsatisfactory  manner.  For  example, 
when  set  to  hoeing  corn,  he  would  hoe  the  corn 
off  and  lea  ve  the  weeds  stand,  etc.,  so  that  the 
Indians  got  tired  of  him  and  sold  him  to  their 
British  allies  Tor  a few  gallons  of  whiskey,  an 
article  which  they  could  use.  On  his  return 
from  captivity,  as  he  neared  his  home,  he  passed 
a harvest- field,  in  which  were  about  thirty  reap- 
ers, on  land  latch  part  of  the  estate  of  -John 
Meneh  (deceased),  in  Limestone  township. 

'The  reapers  happened  to  be  at  the  end  as 
Cathennan  neared  them,  and  some  of  them 
knowing  and  recognizing  him,  they  had  a reg- 
ular jubilee  over  his  return,  and  regaled  him  so 
freely  with  the  usual  harvest  beverage  that,  for 
some  hours,  lie  was  unable  to  continue  his 
journey.  lie  lived  long  in  the  valley,  and 
raised  a family  of  eleven  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. ITis  brother,  George,  also  raised  a large 
family  of  boys,  and  their  descendants  can  now 
be  counted  by  the  hundred,  in  Lewis  and  Hart- 
ley townships,  and  in  the  Western  States  of 
the  Union.  The  stone  mansion-house  on  Jacob 
Catherman’s  place  was  built  in  LSI  7. 

I.n  ITS  I the  first  mill  on  Renn’s  (reek, 
afterwards  known  as  Barber’s,  Ruhl’s,  Kauff- 


man’s and  Knauer’s,  was  built  by  Adam  Smith. 
It  was  long  known  as  Smith’s  Mill.  In  1804 
Smith  sold  to  Barber  A 1 1 rise,  who  improved 
the  mill.  Robert  Barber,  Jr.,  subsequently  be- 
came the  sole  owner,  and  built  an  addition  to 
the  mill,  and  carried  on  a distillery,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  manufacture  of  Hour,  for  many 
years.  About  Is; >7  Barbel’ sold  to  John  Rulil, 
who  remained  the  owner  until  he  sold  to  a Mr. 
Kauffman,  from  Schuylkill  County,  in  1852, 
and  he,  in  turn,  after  an  ownership  of  a few 
years,  sold  to  Samuel  Knauer,  who  is  the  pres- 
ent owner.  It  is  still  in  the  full  tide  of  suc- 
cessful operation,  with  an  abundant  water- 
power. 

In  1793  we  find  the  name  of  Sebastian  Mil- 
ler in  the  assessment  list;  he  came  from  North- 
ampton County,  and  settled  as  a tenant  on  land 
of  Colonel  Hartley,  built  the  first  cabin,  grubbed 
the  first  sapling  and  made  the  first  clearing  at 
Swengle.  He  was  the  father  of  Peter  Miller, 
who,  for  many  years,  owned  a saw-mill  on 
Penn’s  Creek,  in  Hartley  township,  and  died 
in  the  ninety-second  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Kiester  grave-yard. 

Peter  Klingaman  came  from  York  County 
soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
in  which  he  had  been  a soldier,  and  settled  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  arable  portion  of  the 
township,  where  his  posterity  still  reside.  He 
was  born  in  17(12,  and  died  in  1848. 

In  1797  George  Books  erected  a saw-mill  on 
the  North  Branch  of  Buffalo  Creek.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  a man  of  extraordinary  phys- 
ical strength.  In  a row  at  Roekey’s  Mill, 
where  the  elections  for  W hite  Deer,  Buffalo 
and  Potter  townships  were  held  from  1777  to 
1788,  he  caught  two  men,  one  in  each  hand, 
and  butted  their  heads  together  until  they  were 
willing  to  behave  themselves.  He  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  there  died.  This  saw-mill  of  Books 
was  too  far  removed  from  the  settlements  to  be 
profitable,  and  was  allowed  to  rot  down,  and 
for  more  than  fifty  years  was  known  as  “the 
old  saw-mill.”  In  1882  Messrs.  Ryan,  Thomp- 
son A Co.,  of  Williamsport,  bought  the  site  of 
the  old  Books  saw-mill,  along  with  other  valu- 
able timber  lands  in  its  vicinity,  and  erected  a 
large  steam  saw-mill,  with  all  the  modern 
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improvements,  and  also  built  a railroad  from 
tin:  Lewisburgh  and  Tyrone  Railroad,  at  a 
point  a little  west  from  M ifllinburg,  to  their 
.-MW-mill;  on  this  railroad  their  own  locomotive 
transports  the  products  of  the  mill,  etc.,  to  the 
main  railroad  at  Mifllinburg.  This  railroad  is 
some  seven  or  eight  miles  long. 

The  people  of  Lewis  township  are  almost  ex- 
clusively engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
always  have  been.  As  early  as  1 <S  1 4 there  were 
hut  three  saw-mills  in  the  township,  viz.,  George 
Reznor’s,  at  the  place  afterwards  known  as 
Orwig’s  Mill ; Robert  Barber,  Jr.’s,  on.  Penn’s 
Creek,  now  Ivnauer’s  ; and  Mishael  Lincoln’s, 
the  one  formerly  Books’.  After  the  vicissitudes 
of  seventy  years,  the  same  number  is  in  exist- 
ence, at  almost  the  same  localities,  viz.:  Ryan, 
Thompson  & Co.’s,  at  the  old  Books  site;  Sam- 
uel Ivnauer’s, at  Robert  Barber’s  old  place;  and 
Jeremiah  Troutman’s,  not  far  from  the  Orwig 
site. 

In  1775  the  name  of  John  Reznor  appears 
upon  the  assessment  list  of  Bullalo  township, 
Northumberland  County,  as  a new  settler  ; he 
is  assessed  with  three  acres  of  cleared  land  and 
two  horses  and  two  cows.  lie  was  a native  of 
( rcrniany,  of  the  class  known  as  Redemptioners, 
which  name  was  applied  to  those  persons  who 
were  unable  to  defray  the  expenses  of  crossing 
the  Atlantic,  and  were  sold  as  servants,  at  auc- 
tion, to  such  persons  as  were  willing  to  pay  the 
passage-money  for  (hem.  The  purchasers  were 
entitled  to  the  services  of  the  “ Redemptioners  ” 
for  a term  specified  in  the  sale,  by  which  time 
it  was  supposed  the  earnings  of  the  Redemption- 
ers  would  be  enough  to  redeem  them  from  serv- 
itude. John  Reznor’s  services  were  purchased 
hv  an  English-speaking  family, and  he  remained 
with  them  so  long  that  he  entirely  forgot  his 
native  tongue,  and  he,  as  long  as  he  lived  spoke 
the  English  language  exclusively,  in  which  he 
has  been  followed  by  his  descendants.  lie  died 
in  1 .301 , leaving  a widow  and  children, — John, 
(ieorge,  Agnes,  etc.  George  got  the  property 
afterwards  known  as  Orwig’s,  where  he  had  a 
saw-mill. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  the 
couijty  of  Union  (1814)  a road  was  laid  out 
from  Rockcy’s  mill  to  Reznor’s  saw-mill,  five 


miles;  and  from  Reznor’ s saw-mill  to  the  Brush 
Valley  and  M ifllinburg  road,  four  miles  and  one 
hundred  and  forty  perches.  John  owned  tin- 
land  afterwards  Reuben  Mcneh’s,and  other  lands 
now  embraced  within  the  domain  of  Isaac  Reish. 
George  Reznor  sold  to  and  was  succeeded  by 
Abraham  Orwig,  in  181 G,  and  moved  West, 
while  John  (2d)  remained  until  his  death,  in  Oc- 
tober, *1  835.  1 1 is  son  John  became  the  owner 

of  the  old  place,  and  James  of  the  place  along 
the  turnpike.  John  subsequently  sold  to  Reu- 
ben Mench,  and  removed  with  his  family  to 
Mercer  County,  Pa.  One  of  his  sons,  Thomas 
M.  Reznor,  has  since  represented  Mercer  ( minify 
in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  May  23,  183G,  James  Reznor  had  gone 
to  Ilartlcton  on  some  business,  and,  whilst  his 
horse  was  hitched  to  a post  in  front  of  the  store 
of  Robert  II.  Kerr,  the  horse  took  fright  and 
pulled  out  the  post,  and  Mr.  Reznor,  in  trying 
to  catch  the  horse,  was  struck  by  the  swinging 
post  and  so  much  injured  that  he  died  a short 
time  afterwards.  He  left  two  sons,  Robert  and 
Samuel,  both  of  whom  have  left  the  valley  ; and 
daughters, — Anne,  married  I.)r.  Jacob  Schuyler, 
of  Bloomsburg  ; Elizabeth,  married  to  John  Ar. 
Barber,  of  M ifllinburg;  Agnes,  married  to 
William  B.  Barber,  of  Limestone  township;  and 
Susan,  since  deceased.  The  wife  of  Dr.  Schuy- 
ler also  has  been  dead  for  a number  of  years. 

Among  the  names  of  the  inhabitants  of  Buf- 
falo township  in  April,  1780,  appears  that  of 
John  Ray.  In  17!JG  George  Ray,  or  Recg,  as 
it  was  spelled  in  German,  is  assessed  as  a tavern- 
keeper,  with  a hewed  log  house  and  barn,  in 
West  Buffalo  township,  which,  in  1792,  had 
been  erected  out  of  the  western  portion  of  old 
Bullalo.  lie  died  in  1802,  the  owner  of  the 
farm  long  known  as  Ray’s,  about  midway  be- 
tween Mifllinburg  and  Ilartlcton,  on  the  turn- 
pike. Ilis  name  has  been  perpetuated  in  the 
church  erected  on  the  land  donated  by  him  for 
that  purpose.  Ilis  son,  John  Ray,  was  the. first 
shcrifl  of  Union  County.  In  1802  John  Spi- 
gelmyer  settled  in  the  township;  he  left  two 
sons,  John  and  Daniel,  each  in  the  possession 
of  a large  farm  near  the  present  village 
ofSwengle.  'The  village  is  built  on  part  of  the 
Daniel  Spigelmyer  farm,  and  derives  its  name 
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from  John  Swengle,  who  was  1 1 1 < ■ next  owner 
alter  Spigelmycr.  Daniel  Spigelmycr  died 
leaving  a numher  of  daughters  and  one 
son,  Shein,  lor  a long  lime  (about  thirty-live 
years)  a merchant  at  I lari leton,  and  at  present 
a resident  of  M illlinhiirg.  John  Spigclmycr, 
Jr.,  left  two  sons,  Jacob  and  John,  the  latter  ol 
whom  died  a lew  years  ago  ol  a cancer;  the  lor- 
mcr  is  at  present  a resident  ol  I lartleton,  one 
of  the  county  commissioners  and  the  owner  of  a 
part  of  the  paternal  acres. 

In  1800  Philip  Kidd  removed  from  Lancas- 
ter County  and  settled  in  the  township  on  the 
property  where  two  of  his  grandsons  (S.  F.  and 
T.  II.  Ruhl)  now  reside,  lie  had  four  sons, — 
J ’liilip,  John,  George  and  Jacob  ; and  a daughter, 
first  married  to  George  Kleekner,  who  died  the 
owner  of  the  farm  (now  Dr.  Seebold’s)  about  a 
mile  west  of  Milllinlmrg.  After  the  death  of 
Kleekner  she  married  Shem  Sehoeh,  of  New 
Berlin,  and  is  still  living.  Another  daughter 
married  Shem  Knauss,  and  is  now  living,  in  the 
eighty-second  year  of  her  age.  All  of  these 
four  sons  lived  to  be  very  old  men,  dying  at 
ages  between  eiglitv-live  and  ninety  years.  The 
oldest,  Philip,  was  three  times  (1821),  ’JO  and 
’81)  elected  to  represent  the  county  of  Union  in 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  twice  as  the 
colleague  ol  the  celebrated  Ner  Middloswarth. 

I T e was  also,  in  1855,  elected  an  associate  judge 
of  the  County  Courts.  The  four  brothers  were 
all  successful  farmers, and  their  descendants  now 
own  and  occupy  some  of  the  best  farms  of  the 
township. 

In  INI  1 Peter  Kaullinan  was  living  on  and 
owning  a part  of  the  original  Melleath  survey, 
lie  was  well  known,  and  was  remembered  for 
some  eccentricities  of  character.  lie  died  in 
1 8-15,  aged  eighty-four  years.  One  of  his  daugh- 
ters was  the  wife  of  Henry  Sanders,  Jr.  Jos- 
eph Sanders,  one  of  the  sons,  moved  upon  the 
lurm  ami  is  it-  owner  and  one-  01  the  leading 
riti/.-n- .or  the  :■  -nip. 

b rum  record s in  a German  Bible,  published 
in  1 7o  I,  and  now  owned  by  Fdward  Orwig,  it  ; 
appears  that  Godfrey  Orwig  was  born  in  Ger- 
many in  170b  and  came  to  America  in  17  18. 
George  Orwig,  the  sixth  child  of  Godfrey  and 
Clara  Orwig,  was  born  March  11,  1758.  He  I 


and  a brother  laid  out  the  town  of  Orwigsburg, 
in  Schuylkill  County.  George  Orwig  left  Or- 
wigsburg,  and,  with  his  lamily,  migrated  to  the 
more  generous  so  it  of  Buffalo  Valley,  to  the 
place  now  owned  by  John  W atson.  He  next 
moved  to  M illlinhiirg  and  died  in  18-11,  aged 
nearly  eighty- three  years.  In  the  old  Gciman 
Bible  afore-mentioned  is  a record  ol  the  birth 
of  twelve  children,  viz.  ; George,  born  January 
17,  1780;  John,  born  July  21,  1781  ; Jacob, 
born  April  18,  1788;  Isaac,  born  February 
27,  1785  ; Abraham,  born  February  2li,  1787  ; 
Ilenrv,  born  January  27,  178b;  Maria,  born 
August  27,  17bl  ; Mary  Magdalena,  born  De- 
cember 5,  1798;  Rebecca,  born  February  1, 
1790  ; Samuel,  born  April  G,  1708;  William, 
born  March  22,  1800;  Hannah,  born  July  1, 
1802. 

George  built  the  mill  at  New  Berlin.  John 
kept  a store  in  MilHinburg;  he  and  George 
moved  to  ( )hio.  Jacob  died  in  New  Berlin. 
Henry,  Samuel,  Hannah  and  Rebecca  (who  was 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Crot/.er)  died  in  Miillin- 
burg.  Samuel  was  a saddler  and  the  father  of 
Reuben  G.,  Thomas  G.,  Benjamin  M.,  Samuel 
1 f.  and  Joseph  R.  Orwig,  besides  several  daugh- 
ters. William  died  in  Lewis  township,  where 
his  son  I'M  ward  lives.  Isaac  died  in  Schuylkill 
County,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  In  181G 
Abraham  Orwig  succeeded  George  Re/.nor,  w ho 
had  a saw-mill  on  Bulfalo  Creek  ; and  in  1817 
built  a small  grist-mill.  This  mill  was  half  a 
century  in  the  ( )rwig  lamily. 

Abraham’s  sons  were  William  W.(an  eminent 
preacher  and  a bishop  of  the  Lvangelical  Asso- 
ciation, now  a resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio), 
Henry  (w  ho  succeeded  his  father  in  the  owner- 
ship of  the  old  homestead  and  mill,  and  who  died 
a few  years  since  in  Mifllinburg)  and  Flias  (now 
and  for  many  years  a resident  of  Hartlcton). 

Daniel  Knau-s,  the  grandfather  of  the  present 
Dani'-l  k nan-,  came  from  .Northampton  ( oii/it  v, 
Pa.,  i bo ut  1810,  and  bought  the  place-  where  LB 
grandson  Mil  reside-,  and  died  there  in  B>45, 
aged  eighty-eigld  years.  lie  had  <piil.e  a repu- 
tation in  his  day  as  a witch-doctor;  many  per- 
sons resorted  to  him  for  his  advice  and  prescrip- 
tions to  assist  them  in  getting  rid  of  the  wiles 
of  the  enchanter.  lie  left  suns — Benjamin,  Sol- 
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oiuuii  and  S 1 1 1 ‘ m — and  a daughter,  I lannali.  Ben- 
j.iinin  died  a lew  years  a»'o  in  Treverlon,  I ’a., 
in  1 1 is  ninety-fifth  year;  Solomon  removed, 
about  ISIS,  to  (lie  neighborhood  of  Bellevue, 
Ohio,  where  his  posterity  still  reside;  Shorn 
lived  and  died  on  the  old  homestead,  leaving  it 
t.i  his  son  Daniel;  lu*  also  left  two  daughters — 
Klizabeth  (married  to  Isaac  Rcish)  and  another 
married  to  Charles  liuhl). 

Hannah  Knauss  married  Daniel  Spigelmyer, 
ami  still  lives  in  Hartleton,  in  her  ninety-second 
year,  the  recipient  of  a pension  from  the  United 
States  for  services  rendered  by  her  late  husband 
in  the  W ar  of  IN]  3,  almost  three-quarters  of  a 
eeiitury  ago.  Republics  arc  riot  ungrateful. 

The  ancestors  of  the  Mcnch  family  came  from 
Uermanv.  Abraham  Mcnch  came  from  Berks 
( 'minty,  I ’a.,  to  Columbia,  and,  after  a residence 
there  of  a few  years,  removed  to  Union  County 
and  settled  on  the  place  where  his  son  Abra- 
ham still  resides,  llis  sons  were  John,  lieu- 
hen,  Benjamin,  Christian  and  Abraham;  daugh- 
ters— Betsey,  Lydia,  Sally,  Nancy  and  Hetty. 

John  was  an  extensive  farmer  in  Limestone 
township,  and  died  there  in  18. ON  ; sons — Abra- 
ham II.  (a  Methodist  preacher,  now  dead), 
Oliver  B.  (residing  in  Miillinburg),  Isaiah  (de- 
ceased), Jeremiah  (moved  West),  Melancthon 
(living  on  the  paternal  farm)  and  John  li. 
Daughters — Hannah  and  Elizabeth  (were  both, 
successively,  married  to  Daniel  lieber,  and  are 
both  dead),  Jane  (married  to  Joseph  Stees,  also 
deceased),  Elvy  (married  to  \\  illiam  Chambers, 
also  deceased)  and  Alice  (married  to  Hon.  G. 
A.  Sehoeh,  of  Middleburg). 

Reuben  died  on  the  farm  which  had  for  many 
years  belonged  to  John  Reznor,  and  which  is 
now  a part  of  the  barony  of  Isaac  Rcish,  leav- 
ing sons — Hudson  (a  resident  of  Virginia)  and 
Dr.  M.  L.  (a  physician  in  Hartleton)  ; and 
two  daughters — Hetty  (married  to  Mr.  Scrim- 
mage!',, of  Virginia)  and  Ella  (married  to  Dr. 
Weaver,  of  Centro  County).  Benjamin,  Abra- 
ham and  Christian  own  contiguous  farms  on  the 
north  of  the  turnpike,  opposite  to  Ray’s  Church. 

George  Hower  came  to  Union  County  in 
1 NIKS,  and  lived  in  Buflalo  township  until,  about 
the  year  1830,  he  removed  to  Lewis  township, 
on  land  belonging  to  John  Maelay  (now  Reish’s), 


j and  lived  thereuntil  the  elder  John  Rcish  bought 
1 it  from  Maelay,  in  J831.  1 1 is  son,  John 

Hower,  manned  a daughter  of  John  Spigelmyer, 
and  has  been  a resident  of  the  township  ever 
since,  until,  a few  years  ago,  he  retired  from  his 
farm,  and  is  now  spending  the  evening  of  life 
in  the  borough  of  Ilartlcton.  Jacob  Hower,  of 
Eewisburgh,  is  one  of  his  sons. 

John  Rcish  came  from  Berks  County,  Pa., 
anti  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Earmers- 
ville.  In  1831  he  removed  from  there  to  the 
farm  known  as  Reish’s  ever  since,  and  died  in 
1860,  seventy-six  years  old,  leaving  two  sons, 
John  and  Isaac,  the  inheritors  of  his  estate. 
The  two  brothers  held  the  property  in  common 
and  increased  it  by  subsequent  purchases  of  the 
adjoining  farms  of  Reuben  Mcnch  and  James 
Reznor,  deceased.  John  dying  without  lineal 
heirs,  Isaac  became  the  sole  owner  of  the  Rcish 
farms,  and  is  now  the  largest  owner  of  arable 
land  in  the  township. 

Tin-;  Ray  CiitJunr. — In  1801  George  Ray 
gave  an  acre  on  which  to  erect  a church  for  the 
use  of  the  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed 
societies.  On  this  land  a church  building  of 
hewed  logs  was  put  up.  There  was  also  a 
burying-ground  adjacent  to  the  church.  After 
the  lapse  of  years  the  Ray  Church  became 
neglected,  and  for  several  years  was  rarely  used 
except  upon  funeral  occasions. 

In  those  days  terrible  tales  were  told  of  the 
strange  sights  seen  in  the  grave-yard,  and  of 
unearthly  noises  heard  in  the  deserted  church 
at  night,  which  were  supposed  by  those  who 
saw  and  heard  them  to  proceed  from  the  disem- 
bodied spirits  which  had  escaped  from  the 
grave-yard  into  the  church  and  were  holding 
high  carnival  there.  The  doors  of  the  church 
generally  stood  open  and  it  was  said  that  if  they 
were  closed  on  one  day  they  would  be  open 
again  by  the  next  morning.  At  last  some  per- 
son, not  having  the  fear  of  Satan  or  of  spirits 
before  his  eyes,  had  the  temerity  to  intrude  him- 
self into  the  nocturnal  orgies  of  the  spirits,  and 
found  that  all  the  spectres  seen  and  noises  heard 
proceeded  from  a Hock  of  sheep  which  had 
taken  advantage  of  open  doors  to  make  the 
church  a place  of  shelter  at  night.  Like  all 
I other  ghost  stories,  this  one  vanished  into  air 
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and  disappeared  before  llie  onward  mareli  of 
reason  and  of  knowledge. 

'J'i 1 1-;  Li/rn  i;i:a.\  Church. — In  1851  (lie  old 
log  structure  was  demolished  and  a new  brick 
church,  two-storied,  with  a gallery  around  three 
sides,  was  creeled  on  its  sile. 

This  church  was  regularly  used  by  (lie  Lulli- 
eran  and  Reformed  congregations  until,  in  I 883, 
it,  too,  in  its  turn,  had  to  succumb  to  the 
spirit  of  improvement  abroad  in  the  land.  In 
that  year  the  brick  church  was  taken  down  and 
a larger  and  more  modern  building  erected  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  turnpike,  on  land  ob- 
tained from  Samuel  ltuhl.  The  church  has  a 
commodious  Sunday-school  room  in  the  rear 
part  of  the  building.  It  is  provided  with  a bell, 
ornamented  with  a tall  spire,  stained  glass  win- 
dows, etc.,  and,  taken  in  all,  is  a credit  to  the 
people  who  provided  the  means  for  its  erection. 
As  far  as  can  now  be  ascertained,  Rev.  John  G. 
Heim  was  the  iirst  regular  pastor  of  the  Luth- 
erans. 

In  1831  the  now  venerable  John  G.  Anspach 
assumed  the  pastorate  of  the  Lutheran  congre- 
gation, and  continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity 
until  1884,  when  he  resigned,  after  a pastorate 
of  more  than  fifty  years.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Lev. Finekle,  the  present  pastor. 

Tin:  Ruf<  >um  j.;d  Gj  i uj{<  n. — For  several  years 
after  the  building  of  the  Ray  Church  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  any  regular  pastor  for 
the  German  Reformed  congregation  there,  al- 
though it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  Revs.  J.  G. 
Rhrecmcr,  J.  Dietrich,  John  Aurand  and  George 
Geistweit,  and  perhaps  others,  occasionally 
preached  there.  In  1808  and  1800,  Rev.  Jacob 
Dieffenbach  lived  in  Mitllinburg  and  preached 
to  the  Reformed  congregation  there  and  toothers 
in  the  valley.  He  resigned  in  1810  and  was  .suc- 
ceeded by  the  celebrated  J.  M.  Riles,  a more  ex- 
tended notice  of  whom  will  appear  in  the  history 
of  M ifllinbiirg.  Mr.  Fries  died  in  1 830  and 
was  succeeded,  successively,  by  Revs.  Lphraim 
JvieHer,  Wcisz,  John  C.  Burlier,  Rittenhouse,  j 
George  L.  Addams  and  A.  (J.  Whitmcr,  the 
present  incumbent.  The  congregation  at  Ray’s 
has  always  been  served  by  the  pastor  of  the  Re- 
lormed  congregation  at  M ifllinbiirg. 

OlIlJ.lCH  OF  I’ll K FVANOLUCAL  AsSOCIA- 


I 

| TION. — About  185b  a small  log  building  was 
j built  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township  by 
| this  association.  This  unpretentious  building  was 
usually  known  under  the  name  of  the  “ temple/’ 
and  continued  to  be  used  for  religious  purposes 
until,  in  1870,  its  place  was  supplied  by  a neat 
little  church,  weather-boarded  and  painted 
white,  called  “ I’loasanl  Grove  Hvangclieal 
Church,”  from  the  clump  of  pine-trees  by  which 
it  is  environed.  In  1875  a brick  church  was 
erected  by  the  same  sect  in  the  village  of  ATi  11- 
mont,  the  erection  of  which  was  materially  as- 
sisted by  the  bequest  of  John  Brown,  made  in 
1846. 

There  was  also  a church  erected  in  1878,  at 
Swengle,  chiefly  through  the  exertions  of  Rev. 
David  Williams,  a Baptist  preacher,  then  hav- 
! ing  his  home  at  Lcwisburgh.  This  church  is  a 
union  church,  and  free  for  all  denominations  of 

I orthodox  Christians. 

1 

The  members  of  the  Fvangelieal  Association 
i have  leased  from  Mr.  William  Swengle  a grove 
containing  about  ten  acres  of  land  near  to 
Swengle,  whereon  have  been  erected  cottages 
and  other  conveniences  for  the  annual  camp- 
meetings  there  held. 

On  a slightly  elevated  knoll  a short  distance 
I northwest  of  Millmont  are  the  remains  of  an 
old  burying-ground,  in  which  were  deposited 
the  mortal  remains  of  many  of  the  first  settlers 
of  the  neighborhood.  Over  half  a century  has 
passed  since  any  interments  have  been  made 
there.  The  great  majority  of  the  graves  were 
unmarked  and  part  of  the  grave-yard  has  been 
for  many  years  under  cultivation.  On  the  part 
not  yet  desecrated  by  the  plow  lie  a few  frag- 
ments of  broken  stone,  not  marble,  but  reddish 
sandstone  from  the  adjacent  mountain,  on  which 
part  of  the  inscription  is  still  legible, — e.  g., 
“ In  memory  of  Andrew  Fox,  Jr.,  who  departed 

this  life  October  1,  I 7 Do,  aged” here  the 

stone  is  broken  off,  and  the  remainder  gone. 
On  another,  the  top  part  ol  t he  stone  containing 
the  name  is  gone,  but  on  the  bottom  part  is  re- 
corded in  German  the  fact  that  the  person  to 
whose  memory  it  was  erected  died  December 
15,  1 75)4,  etc-. 

Schools. — The  school  history  of  Lewis  town- 
ship is  connected  with  that  of  Hartley  until  thu 
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division  of  (lie  laller,  in  1X07.  At  tlm  (inn: 
there  was  (lie  brick  school-house  near  Swetigle, 
a school-house  on  the  turnpike  near  to  Iieish’s, 
one  near  to  Or\vi<r’.s  mill,  anil  one  on  the  line 
between  Hartley  anil  Lewis,  near  Penn’s  t'reok, 
to  which  have  been  added  one  at  Spring'  Creek 
iind  one  at  M illmont. 

V It, I, A 0 r,s. — W hen  the  Lev  isburgh  and  Tv- 
nme  I’.  R.  was  extended  from  .W illlinburg  to 
Laurel  ton,  in  187b, in  order  to  accommodate  the 
business  of  ITartleton,  w hich  was  left  out  in  the 
cold,  something  over  a mile  from  the  railroad, 
a depot  was  located  in  a field  belonging  to 
Jacob  L.  Royer,  to  which  there  was  no  public 
mad  or  other  means  of  access,  and  which  was 
named  M illmont  (an  appellation  suggestive 
of  a mill  and  a mountain).  The  place  was  a 
dead  level,  part  of  it  a swamp,  but  a mill 
(Knauer’s)  was  about  a mile  distant,  and  within 
two  miles  a mountain  (Jack’s)  loomed  up 
proudly  and  grandly.  Steps  were  immediately 
taken  to  have  a public  road  laid  out  to  the 
depot,  and  a small,  but  substantial,  brick  build- 
ing was  erected  for  depot  purposes.  Mr.  Royer, 
the  owner  of  the  land,  had  some  acres  of  it  laid 
out  in  lots,  and  built  a number  of  houses  on 
them,  and  sold  others  to  parties  who  built  on 
them,  so  that  now  (188b)  Mi  1 1 moot  consists  of 
about  thirty  dwelling-houses,  two  stores,  one 
grain-elevator,  one  bark-mill  propelled  bv steam, 
one  steam  planing-mill,  box-factory,  and  one 
church  (Evangelical  Association).  A post'-ollice 
was  established  therein  1883. 

At  about  the  time  that  jMillmont  was  made 
a regular  station  on  the  railroad,  a switch  or 
siding  was  constructed  and  a post-office  estab- 
lished at  Swengle,  about  three-fourths  of  a mile 
east  of  Millmont.  It  was  so  named  from  Mr. 
.Tolm  Swengle,  who  then  owned  the  land.  Here, 
too,  a small  hamlet  of  about  twenty  houses  has 
sprung  into  existence,  including  two  stores,  a 
blacksmith-shop  and  a grain  elevator. 


C II  A P T E R X V T. 

THIS  IiOROUU II  OK  NEW  1IKKMN.1 
Xr.w  Bkiujn  is  situated  on  a blulf  on  the 
1 By  II.  V.  B.  Lincoln. 


north  banl<  of  Penn’s  ('reek,  which  is,  at  this 
point,  the  dividing  line  between  the  counties  of 
Union  and  Snyder.  It  is  on  the  cast  end  of  the 
John  Ord  survey,  made  August  10,  1709,  and 
on  the  west  end  of  the  (Jeorge  Albrecht,  sur- 
veyed December  19,  1771. 

In  1709  John  Beatty  settled  near  the  spring 
north  of  the  town,  and  in  1 77b  carried  on  a tannery 
on  the  site  of  the  town.  lie  died  in  1787.  In 
1792  (Jeorge  Long  laid  out  the  town  of  Xew 
Berlin  ; Frederick  Evans  was  surveyor.  It  was 
for  many  years  called  “ Longstown.”  The  date 
of  the  first  deed  for  a lot  is  January  18,  1793, 
given  to  Adam  Snyder. 

The  residents  in  1702  were  Christopher  Miller  and 
George  Moyer  or  Meyer ; in  1794,  Hugh  Beatty,  Geo. 
Moyer,  Christopher  Miller,  Zebu  Smith,  Philip  Har- 
mony, William  Black,  John  Mitchell  and  Martin  Car- 
stetter;  in  17!)(>,  William  Beatty,  Hugh  Beatty,  Wil- 
liam Black,  James  Cook,  Isaac  Gill,  James  Hender- 
son, Christopher  Miller,  shop-keeper;  John  Mitchell, 
George  Moyer,  tailor;  John  Ovcrmeier,  Wm.  ltarick, 
blacksmith;  Christopher  Seehold,  tavern-keeper;  John 
Smith,  tavern-keeper;  Peter  Smith,  tailor;  Adam 
Speelit,  shoemaker;  Martin  Treastcr.  In  1800  they 
were  William  Beatty,  Hugh  Beatty,  Philip  Berger, 
John  Clark,  James  Cook,  Isaac  Gill,  George  Grove, 
Philip  Herman,  carpenter;  George  Meyer,  weaver; 
George  Meyer,  tailor;  Philip  Overmeier,  James  Park, 
Esq.,  store-keeper;  W illiam  ltarick,  Jacob  llothrow, 
Christopher  Seehold,  Peter  Smith,  Adam  Speelit,  Mar- 
tin Treastcr,  Andrew  Wagoner,  inn-keeper.  In  1802 
the  additional  residents  were  Peter  Himmelreich, 
Zacharias  Mussina,  Peter  Jtcnninger,  shoemaker; 
Jeremiah  Speddy,  shoemaker.  In  1803  Peter  Hack- 
enburg,  Lollard  Haughawout,  Robert  Lucas,  John 
Solomon,  Daniel  Spvker  were  additional  residents. 
In  1807  Jacob  Berger,  Philip  Miller,  Henry  Sliolllcr, 
Ur.  Jacob  Stern  were  additional  residents.  In  1808 
Christian  Estrich,  merchant;  Jacob  Feather,  hatter; 
William  Franz,  George  Fought,  Thomas  Lehman, 
schoolmaster;  William  McCullough,  Adam  Maurer, 
Henry  Pontius,  Jr.,  Peter  Smith,  gunsmith;  Henry 
Springer,  chair-maker;  Daniel  Winter,  inn-keeper. 
In  1810  William  Kessler,  John  Shout,  James  Sproul, 
merchant.  In  1811  James  Charlton,  Jacob  Dennis, 
blacksmith;  John  Dennis,  cordwaincr;  Abraham 
1 1 uhler,  weaver;  Caspar  Yost. 

In  1814  there  were  Jifty-nine  taxables  in  the  town, 
thirty  log  houses,  seventeen  log  buildings  for  business 
purposes;  one  frame  lmuse,  belonging  to  John  Shout. 
Of  the  inhabitants,  William  Kessler  was  a tanner; 
John  Burger,  a millwright;  Samuel  Batin,  a gun- 
smith; John  W.  Fpler,  a schoolmaster;  Andrew 
Moyer  and  George  Eiseiihuth  were  merchants ; Wil- 
liam Francis,  Jacob  Hi  no  and  Henry  Wei  rick  were 
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inn-kecpcrs;  Christian  Soelmlil,  justice  of  tin?  pence; 
Adam  Speclit,  .It'.,  ami  L’  1 1 i 1 i [ > Seeliold  were  pollers; 
Frederick  Sliressler,  stocking-weaver;  Henry  Spring- 
er, turner;  Jneoli  Stern,  doctor;  Henry  Jloekman, 
Jacob  Iloekman,  David  Neyhart,  Henry  Speclit,  John 
Shout  and  Abraham  Solomon  were  joiners. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  select  a scat 
of  justice  lor  Union  ('otmly  reported  New  Hef- 
lin as  the  most  eligible  location,  and  selected  a 
site  for  the  court-house  on  lot  of  Christopher 
Seebold,  and  in  May,  I 815,  the  courts  and 
various  county  ollices  were  removed  Id  New 
Berlin,  which  remained  the  county-seat,  until 
18.15,  when  it  was  removed  to  Lewisburgh, 
upon  the  erection  of  the  county  of  Snyder.  In 
181(5  the  jail  was  creeled  by  Frederick  Hippie; 
contract  price,  lour  thousand  dollars.  Additions 
to  the  town  were  made  at  different  times  by 
Christopher  Seebold,  Christopher  Miller,  Henry 
Gross  and  Alexander  Beatty.  A plan  of  the 
original  town  and  the  subsequent  additions, 
made  by  Adam  Wilt,  of  Hartlev,  was  recorded. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  181(5,  a public  market 
or  fair  was  held  tit  New  Berlin,  lasting  for  three 
days,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  horses,  cattle, 
etc.  According  to  the  advertisement,  “Here 
the  weary  peddler  was  invited  to  repose  a few 
days  with  his  pack,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
vend  jewelry  to  his  advantage ; lovers  of  music 
tint!  dancing  to  spend  the  careless  hours  in  pleas- 
ure. Boxers  and  ramblers  are  not  invited,  but 
may  attend  at  their  own  risk.”  About  this 
time  James  Merrill  and  John  Lashells,  Lsqs., 
located  in  New  Berlin.  (See  Bench  and  the 
Bar,  page  1201.) 

George  A.  Snyder,  Esq.,  the  second  son  of 
Governor  Snyder,  was  prothonotary  of  Union 
County  from  1824  to  1830. 

Among  the  residents  in  1829  were  Daniel  Auble, 

( I eorge  lioycr,  Michael  Hobs  and  Adam  Shower, 
store- keepers;  Samuel  Brobst,  Thomas  Grier,  Peter 
Kurtin,  William  Hockey,  Philip  Seebolcl  and  Adam 
Shower,  inufkeepers  ; James  Merrill,  John  Lashells, 
Charles  Mams,  Isaac.  Sleeker  and  John  Wyeth,  law- 
yers; Joseph  It.  Lot/,  and  Jonathan  liislud,  doctors  ; 
George  Miller  ami  William  Carnlhors,  printers ; John 
15.  Porter,  schoolmaster;  Philip  Franck,  watch- 
maker; John  bishop,  postmaster. 

In  1842  Samuel  Auraml,  Samuel  Damn,  Jr.,  Adam 
Shower  and  Philip  Seebold  were  hotel-keepers; 
George  bogar,  Peter  JJaum,  Michael  lirohsl,  Jesse 
beaver,  A.  I).  llahn,  Daniel  Long  and  Samuel  Wil- 


son were  merchants;  David  E.  German  an  I John 
Parvin,  teachers. 

About  181(5  George  Spring  bad  laid  an  ad- 
dition to  New  Berlin  called  Springfield,  and 
disposed  of  the  lots  by  :i  lottery. 

On  May  l(i,  1837,  the  grand  jurv  of  the 
county  reported  favorably  on  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Berlin  asking  to  be  incorpo- 
rated as  a borough,  which  was  confirmed  by  the 
court.  Air.  Long,  in  laying  out  his  town,  re- 
served and  dedicated  to  public  use  a strip  of 
land  along  I’enn’s  Creek  at  the  foot  of  the  bind’, 
which  is  still  used  as  a common  pasture-ground 
by  the  citizens  of  his  town. 

On  February  19,  1889,  the  hotel  of  Samuel 
Aurand,  tl  ten  one  of  the  principal  hotels,  was 
burned.  It  was  court  week  and  the  house  was 
filled  with  guests  in  attendance  on  the  court. 
Some  of  them  made  narrow  escapes.  On  April 
28,  1882,  the  county  commissioners  had,  in  the 
the  name  ol  the  enmity,  subscribed  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  the  stock  of  the  Susque- 
hanna Railroad  Company,  upon  condition  that 
the  road  should  run  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river.  4 his  subscription  aroused  intense  ex- 
citement and  opposition.  In  obedience  to  a call, 
the  people  of  the  county  assembled  at  New  Ber- 
lin to  express  their  indignation.  But  the  friends 
ot  the  subscription,  as  well  as  its  enemies,  assem- 
bled. It  was  the  largest  meeting  ever  held  in 
the  town.  Tts  deliberations  were  verv  boister- 
ous and  engendered  much  bad  feeling.  Reso- 
lutions were  finally  passed  approving  the  sub- 
scription. 

The  bad  feelings  aroused  by  this  railroad 
subscription,  coupled  with  a consequent  move- 
ment, soon  afterwards,  to  erect  a new  court-house 
in  New  Berlin,  were  the  moving  causes  which, 
in  1855,  caused  a.  division  of  the  county  and  the 
consequent  removal  from  New  Berlin  of  the 
seat  of  justice. 

November  18,  18o2,  the  Union  County 

Agricultural  Society  was  formed  at  New  Berlin. 
This  society  is  in  existence,  and  holds  its  annual 
fair  upon  its  grounds  near  Lewisburgh.  The 
first  officers  of  the  society  were  Jacob  Gundy, 
president;  S.  N.  Worden,  recording  secretary; 
R.  V.'B.  Lincoln,  corresponding  secretary;  and 
Robert  II.  Laird,  treasurer.  The  first  fair  of 
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the  society  was  held  al  New  Berlin  on  the  I .'St  It 
and  I Ith  of  < letobcr,  I Sod. 

( ) i . i ) Pumac  Buildings. — After  the  removal 
of' the  seat  of  justice  to  Lewisburgh,  the  Legis- 
lature passed  an  act  appointing  Net*  Middlos- 
wartli  and  Henry  C.  Eyer,  of  Snyder  County, 
and  .John  V.  Barber,  of  Union  County,  com- 
missioners to  sell,  by  public  sale  or  otherwise, 
the  court-house,  jail  and  all  the  lots  belonging 
to  the  county,  in  the  borough  of  New  Berlin, 
and  divide  the  proceeds  equally  between  the 
two  counties.  The  court-house  was  bought  by  the 
school  directors  of  the  borough,  and  converted 
into  a school  building.  Adjacent  to  the  court- 
house stood  a long,  two-storied  brick  building, 
called  the  “State-House,”  in  which,  on  the 
lower  floor,  were  the  offices  of  the  prothonotary, 
register  and  recorder,  county  commissioners  and 
treasurer  ; and  in  the  second  story  were  the  grand 
and  petit  jury  rooms;  this  was  sold  to  Henry 
Seehold,  who  converted  the  State-House  into 
dwellings.  The  jail  was  sold  to  John  M. 
Taylor,  who  converted  it  into  a dwelling. 

I x ihjstki  us. — Before  the  days  of  rafting 
lumber  down  the  Penn’s  Creek  were  ended,  a 
goodly  number  of  the  rafts  were  sold  at  New 
lierlin.  At  least  one  tannery  has  always  been 
among  the  industries  of  the  town  ; one  is  now 
carried  on  by  James  C.  Schoch,  and  is,  perhaps, 
the  most  extensive  in  the  county.  A dam  was 
built  across  Penn’s  Creek,  and  a three-storied 
brick  flouring-mill  erected  here  by  George 
Orwig  and  George  Eisenhuth.  It  was  bought 
bv  Solomon  Klcckner,  who  remained  the  owner 
thereof  until  his  death,  in  1 8 .' > 7 ; it  then  passed 
into  the  hands  of  his  son,  Joseph  Klcckner.  Its 
successive  owners  since  have  been  Dreisbach  & 
Schoch,  Stahl  & Pellman,  Houtz  & Dunklc- 
berger,  Albert  M.  Houtz  and  George  A.  Schoch. 

Schools.- — As  early  as  1800  there  was  a 
school-house,  the  first  in  the  place,  on  Beatty’s 
land,  at  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Cherry 
Streets.  George  Malick  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  teacher  there.  Some  of  his  successors 
were  Mr.  McCord,  1804;  John  Beckman,  1806; 
Thomas  Lehman,  1808  ; James  Charlton,  1811; 
John  W.  Epplcr,  from  1812  to  1817  ; Joseph 
Stilwell  and  John  Mauck,  from  1817  to  1822  ; 
then  Mr.  Fields,  John  B.  Porter,  etc.  About 
88 


1820  a stock  company  erected  a frame  building 
on  lot  belonging  to  the  county,  in  the  rear  of 
the  court-house.  -J.  H.  Hickok  was  the  first 
teacher  here;  he  was  also  the  first  teacher  who 
taught  the  classics  in  New  Berlin,  from  1826 
to  182!)  Messrs.  Pratt  and  J.  G.  Armstrong 
taught  here;  in  1830  Mr.  Iloge,  succeeded  by 
George  A.  Snyder,  a son  of  Governor  Simon 
Snyder,  and  an  accomplished  scholar.  About 
1832  John  Parvin  taught  here  for  a time.  He 
was  succeeded  by  John  St.  Clair,  a very  learned 
man.  After  him,  Henry  A.  Zellers,  Michael 
II.  Weaver,  Hopewell  Cox,  Thomas  Stilwell, 
David  Hayes  and  Absalom  Townsend,  up  to 
about  1838.  About  1824  the  octagonal  brick 
school,  which  stood  on  the  Emanuel  Church  lot, 
was  built  by  subscription.  Thomas  Grier  was 
the  first  teacher  here.  Next  came  John  B. 
Porter;  in  182!),  Shubael  Strawbridge  was 
teaching  here ; from  1831  to  1836  David  E. 
German  taught  here;  succeeded  by  Catharine 
Kessler;  about  1827-28,  Lewis  Bertram 
taught;  in  1828-30,  Lucretia  Moss,  and  also 
Mrs.  Grove  and  her  daughter  Sophia;  in  1834— 
3o,  a man  named  Crosby,  said  to  have  been  an 
excellent  scholar.  A private  school  was  kept 
in  the  second  story  of  the  court-house  ; among 
its  teachers  was  Aaron  C.  Fisher.  After  the 
borough  incorporation  the  common-school  sys- 
tem was  adopted,  school  directors  elected  and 
the  schools,  three  in  number,  put  into  operation 
under  the  common-school  law,  in  the  school- 
houses  then  existing.  Of  this  first  school  board, 
John  Scebold,  Escp,  still  survives;  born  June 
14,  1802,  his  erect  form  and  elastic  step  would 
lead  no  one  a stranger  to  him  to  suppose  that  the 
storms  of  more  than  eighty-three  years  had  swept 
over  him.  In  1857,  the  school  board  having 
bought  the  old  court-house,  all  the  schools  of 
the  borough  were  centred  in  that  building, 
where  they  still  remain.  Among  the  common- 
school  teachers  were  Catharine  Kessler,  Anna 
Miller,  Lewis  Kessler,  Kate  Horlacher,  Catha- 
rine Swineford,  Harriet  Swineford,  Lizzie  Ger- 
man, Jane  Winter,  Sarah  Yoder,  Kate  Mauck, 
George  Horlacher,  Anion  Shiffer,  Charles  Noet- 
ling,  William  Noetling,  John  Noctling,  J.  T. 
Smith,  George  Hill,  Isaac  King,  Miss  Calvin, 
A.  G.  Quinlan,  Frank  Weirick,  Henry  An  rand, 
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Emma  Anrnnd,  Ella  Seebold,  George  Kessler, 
He.  Samuel  llennaiiy  is  I Ik;  veteran  selmol 
director  of  (lie  borough,  having  I >(•<•! i in  (Ik* 
service  for  twenty-six  years. 

The  Reformed  Ciimtcn. — I lev.  Jonathan 
Rahauser  was  the  first  preacher  of  that  denom- 
inalion  ; services  held  in  llie  vicinity  of  New  I Ber- 
lin. Reverend  ( leorge  ( lei-l  weil  succeeded  him, 
and  preached  occasionally  in  New  Berlin.  From 
1808  to  1810  Rev.  Jacob  DiefFenbach  was  the 
German  Reformed  preacher  at  Miffl inburg, 
and  also  at  New  Berlin.  From  1812  until  his 
death,  in  1839,  Rev.  .1.  II.  Fries  ministered  to 
the  spiritual  wants  of  the  Reformed  Church  at 
New  Berlin,  preaching  there  statedly  during  all 
this  time.  In  1821  and  1822  the  Emanuel 
Reformed  and  Lutheran  congregations  unitedly 
built  a church,  the  dedication  of  which  took 
place  on  July  31st,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Kendall,  of 
Berks  County,  assisted  by  Revs.  Shindel,  Smith 
and  Fries.  This  church  was  of  brick,  two- 
storied,  with  a gallery  on  three  sides,  and  with 
a steeple  surmounted  by  a brass-winged  angel, 
with  a trumpet  in  his  hand.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Fries,  Rev.  Ephraim  Ki offer  became  the 
pastor,  and  after  him  came,  successively,  Revs. 
A.  B.  Caspar,  Wciser,  Weisz,  Aurand,  Ifoff- 
meyer,  Sciple,  Dottcror,  Yeariek,  Kohler  and 
I )ietz,  the  presold  incumbent. 

In  18(57,  the  Lutherans  having  decided  to 
build  a church  for  themselves,  the  Emanuel 
Church  was  remodeled  and  modernized.  The 
second  story  was  taken  down,  and  along  with  it 
the  angel  and  his  trumpet,  and  it  is  now  called 
the  Emanuel  Reformed  Church. 

The  Lutheran  Church. — The  first  Lu- 
theran preacher  was  Rev.  Hgen,  who  lived  near 
Aaronsburg,  in  Centre  County;  he  preached  to 
the  New  Berlin  Lutherans  occasionally  from 
1800  to  1809.  At  that  time  Rev.  J.  G.  Ileim 
became  the  Lutheran  pastor  at  the  Drcisbach 
Church,  in  Buffalo  Valley,  and  also  preached  at 
New  Berlin  until  about  1X31,  when  Rev.  .1,  G. 
Anspach,  of  Milllinburg,  became  the  pastor  of 
the  New  Berlin  congregation,  and  remained 
such  until  1850. 

From  1857  to  1 8(i0  Rev.  P.  Rizer  was  the 
pastor  ; from  18(50  to  1 870,  Rev.  Daniel  Klose; 
from  1870  to  1873,  Rev.  P.  Sheeder;  from 


1X7  1 to  1X73,  Rev.  Dr.  P.  Salim;  from  1X73 

to  IXXO,  1 1 e v.  \V.  C.  Mct'ool;  from  I XXO  to  the 
present  time  (lXXti),  Revs.  A.  R.  Glaze  and  A. 

C.  Fclker.  In  18(57  the  new  Lutheran  Church 
was  built.  It  is  an  imposing  structure  id’ brick, 
with  a large  and  commodious  basement. 

The  Eva  MiEl.ir.u,  Association  early  or- 
ganized a society  at.  New  Berlin,  and  on  Febru- 
ary 13,  1X17,  the  church  was  dedicated  in  the 
presence  of  a great  assemblage  of  people.  Over 
two  hundred  sleds  and  sleighs  arc  said  to  have 
been  in  attendance.  'This  church  was  situated 
on  Water  Street;  it  was  a wooden  structure, 
weather-boarded  and  painted,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  church  ever  built  by  the 
association  in  America  or  elsewhere.  It  was 
used  for  the  purposes  of  religious  worship  until, 
in  1873,  it  was  torn  down,  and  the  material 
available  for  the  purpose  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  brick  church  built  in  that  year. 
A great  deal  of  the  old  church  material  was 
manufactured  into  canes  and  other  souvenirs, 
and  other  portions  taken  away  and  preserved  by 
the  brethren  as  relies  of  the  first  church  build- 
ing of  their  denomination  in  the  world. 

The  Presuyteihan  Church. — The  Pres- 
byterian congregation  in  New  Berlin  was  organ- 
ized in  1811.  James  Merrill,  John  Lashells 
and  Joseph  Stilwell,  elders.  In  1839  or  1810, 
Rev.  B.  B.  Newton  came  to  New  Berlin,  and 
taught  a High  School  or  seminary  for  a year  or 
two,  and  preached  occasionally.  In  1811  Rev. 
(J.  W.  Thompson  became  the  regularly-settled 
pastor,  succeeded  by  Revs.  James  Williamson, 
W.  S.  Morrison,  J.  B.  Adams,  P.  B.  Marr,  J. 

D.  Reardon  and  G.  E.  Edwards,  with  occasional 
supplies.  The  New  Berlin  congregation  has 
had  since  its  organization  the  same  pastors 
as  the  Milllinburg  and  Hartleton  Churches. 

In  1841  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  New 
Berlin  was  built,  and  in  October  of  that  year 
some  small  boys  having  gathered  some  shavings 
fro i i the  church,  and  set  them  on  fire,  burned 
down  the  barn  of  Michael  Kleokner,  which  was 
near  to  the  church,  with  all  the  hay  and  grain 
therein,  and  came  near  starting  a eonllagration 
which  would  have  been  very  disastrous  to  the 
town. 

United  Brethren  Church. — The Ernan- 
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ni  l ('li urc-Ii  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ 
was  built  in  1857,  mainly  through  the  self-sae- 
rilicing  hibors  of  the  Rev.  Eusebius  Ilershey. 

1 1 is  a brick  structure. 

'Fill';  M ktiioimst  ClltJurir. — The  Methodists 
used  the  Evangelical  Church  For  their  services 
until  about  1810  or  1811,  when  they  built  a 
brick  church  For  themselves.  Alter  the  division 
of  the  county,  and  the  removal  ot  some  of  the 
members  and  the  death  of  others,  the  society, 
never  strong  in  numbers,  became  so  small  that 
the  Methodist  preachers  quit  preaching  there 
The  church  had  been  unused  for  several  years, 
when,  about  187(1,  in  a storm  of  wind  and  rain, 
the  roof  of  the  church  was  blown  off  and  the 
walls  so  injured  that  they  had  to  be  taken  down. 
'Flic  bricks  were  sold  and  used  in  other  build- 
ings, and  the  site  of  the  church  is  occupied  by  a 
dwelling-house.  There  is  now  no  regularly-es- 
tablished Methodist  society  in  New  Berlin. 

X kwsi’a peus. — Upon  the  removal  of  the 
countv  oflices  to  New  Berlin,  in  1815,  Henry 
Slump  bought  the  Union , a paper  published  in 
Miillinburtr,  and  removed  it  to  New  Berlin. 

Hugh  Maxwell  started  a paper  there  in  1815, 
eidled  the  Advocate.  It  lived  about  a year  and 
a half. 

Frederick  Wire,  about  181(1,  started  the 
Xcir  Berlin  Gazette,  and  in  1822  sold  it  to 
Nathaniel  Hcurie,  who  changed  the  name  to 
l nion  Times.  On  Julv  2,1825,  John  Cum- 
mings, Jr.,  became  its  editor ; on  October  1st 
John  A.  Stcrrctt,  Esq.,  in  1828  John  Young- 
man  ; next,  John  S.  Ingram  to  September  12, 
1X34;  James  M.  Kuester  to  September  19th,  of 
the  same  year  ; Gabriel  Yearich  next,  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1842  it  was  published  by  Jacob 
Kciehley  & Co.,  with  John  M.  Baum  as  editor, 
and  afterwards  by  Winter  & Baum,  and  John 
M.  Baum.  About  1853  it  passed  into  the 
hands  of  I kivid  II.  K oush,  and,  upon  the  con- 
summation of  the  division  of  the  county,  was 
v, .hi  to  Frank  Weirick,  and  removed  to  Mid- 
dlcburg. 

In  1821  Amos  Stroll  began  a German  paper 
under  the  high-sounding  title  of  Die  Slimme 
con  Union  und  Union,  Northumberland  and 
(nitre  County  Advertiser.  It  was  Federal  in 
its  politics  and  died  with  its  party. 


In  1828  W illiam  Carothcrs  published  the 
Union  Hickory,  which  was,  in  May,  1829,  re- 
moved by  him  to  Eewisburgh. 

In  1828  Joseph  Miller  commenced  the  pub- 
lication of  an  Anti-Masonic  j taper  in  the  German 
language  at  New  Berlin,  which  was  styled  I ter 
Anti- Frey  mauser  Advokut  und  Freund  des 
Frcyen  volks. 

About  the  same  time,  a paper  in  the  English 
language,  to  advocate  the  cause  of  political 
Anti-Masonry,  was  established  in  New  Berlin, 
called  the  Anti-Masonic  Star,  of  which  Charles 
Seebold,  Esq.,  still  living  in  New  Berlin,  was 
for  some  years  the  editor  and  proprietor.  About 
1839  the  name  of  the  paper  was  changed  to 
Union  Star,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  Israel 
Gutelius,  Esq.,  then  sheriff  of  the  county. 
August  11,  1843,  Gutelius  sold  the  establishment 
to  Michael  II.  Weaver.  In  December,  1844, 
it  was  published  by  John  Smith.  On  July  23, 
1845,  Joseph  Casey,  Esq.,  assumed  control  of 
and  published  and  edited  the  paper  until 
December  17,  1845,  when  it  was  again  turned 
over  to  John  Smith.  Smith  continued  to  pub- 
lish the  paper  until  January  12,  1848,  when 
the  names  of  J.  S.  ITauke  and  I).  W.  Woods 
appear  as  editors  and  proprietors.  On  July  14, 
1848,  the  paper  was  issued  in  the  sole  name  of 
D.  W.  Woods,  and  so  remained  until  April  3, 
1851,  when  the  name  of  Adam  J.  Greer  appeal's 
as  the  editor  and  publisher,  and  the  name 
was  changed  from  Union  Star  to  Union  County 
Star.  April  3,  1851,  Adam  J.  Greer  retires, 
and  Merrill  & Smith  (George  Merrill  and 
Edward  Smith)  appear  as  the  publishers  and 
editors.  March  23,  1854,  William  T.  Leader 
bought  the  establishment  and  published  the 
paper  until  the  division  of  the  county,  in  1855, 
when  he  sold  it  to  Rev.  Samuel  Gutelius,  who 
removed  it  to  Mifllinburg,  where  it  was  pub- 
lished by  him  and  others  for  a few  years,  when 
the  Star  forever  set,  and  its  light  ceased  to 
illumine  the  political  horizon. 

John  Smith  published  a German  paper, 
called  the  Union  Adler.  C.  Moeser  published 
a paper  called  the  Union  Democrat.  In  1855, 
the  American  Flay,  a Know-Nothing  or  Native 
American  journal,  was  started  by  Ettinger  & 
Quick.  It  existed  ten  months.  In  1851  'The 
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Volksfreund  wan  started  l>y  F.  (V  10.  Smilli. 
It  was  sold  to  A.  J.  Peters,  and  l>y  him  taken 
to  M iddleburg. 

About  IS  12  the  Evangelical  Association 
cstablishcda  printing-oHiee,  book-bindery  and 
I mok  depot  in  New  I >ei  I in,  in  the  bu  i Id  mg  now 
occupied  by  M.  1 1.  Selioeh,  Eso.,  as  a residence 
and  law-office;  (here  they  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness of  publishing  religious  books  in  the  Ger- 
man and  English  languages,  and  also  issued 
from  their  press  two  religious  weeklies,  called 
Dcr  ChristUchcr  Jiotschafter  and  th a Evangelical 
J\Feisenger.  The  former  was  a periodical  in 
the  German  language,  the  latter  in  the  English. 
Their  business  having  assumed  such  dimensions 
as  were  not  dreamed  of  upon  the  establishment 
of  the  concern  at  New  Berlin,  it  was  deemed 
expedient  by  the  managers  to  remove  to  some 
place  supplied  with  railroad  facilities.  Accord- 
ingly, in  1854  the  whole  establishment  was 
removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  from  where  the 
Evangelical  Messenger  is  now  issued,  and  pays 
its  weekly  visits  to  the  place  of  its  birth. 

Mr.  Charles  Buclimiller,  a native  of  Stutt- 
gart, Germany,  who  was  employed  in  the  book- 
binding department  of  the  Evangelical  book 
concern,  is  all  that  is  left  in  New  Berlin 
of  the  Evangelical  publishing-house.  Mr. 
Buclimiller  carries  on  the  business  of  book- 
binding, and  his  is  the  only  establishment  of 
the  kind  in  the  county. 

On  September  10,1811,  was  published  the 
first  number  of  The  Temperance  Advocate  and 
Family  Visitor,  a semi  monthly  publication  in 
book-form,  of  sixteen  pages,  by  S.  G.  Miller 
and  J.  Porter.  After  a few  months  they  sold 
the  establishment  to  Jacob  Ilaus,  who  pub- 
lished it  until  April  12,  1842,  when  he  sold 
one-half  interest  in  it  to  Robert  Swineford,  and 
on  June  24th  the  other  half.  Mr.  Swineford 
oor.Tiiftk'd  it-  rm  Mica:  ion  until  the  end  of  the 

Med  hint-  e\r  If.  .-,  v.Tio  removed  it  to  Mittlm- 

burg. 

Absalom  Swineford  also,  for  several  years 
prior  to  1855,  published  a temperance  paper 
called  the  Good  Samaritan. 

John  Elinn  also  published  a monthly  literary 
journal  called  I lads  and  Blossoms  of  Literature. 


Union  Skminaky. — At  the  session  of  the 
West  Pennsylvania  Conference  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Association,  held  in  York,  Pa.,  in  March, 
1 804,  it  was  resolved  to  establish  an  institution 
of  learning.  Revs.  W.  W.Orwig,  J.  M.  Young 
and  C.  I1'.  I )einiugor  were  appointed  to  draft  a 
plan  for  raising  the  necessary  funds.  I he  first 
board  of  trustees  consisted  of  the  following- 
named  clergymen:  W.  W.  Orwig,  James 

Dunlap,  Jacob  Boas,  JiCwis  May;  Laymen — 
Henry  High,  Henry  J).  Maize  and  Martin 
Dreisbach. 

Six  acres  were  secured  at  New  Berlin  and  a 
tlirce-story  brick  building,  with  brown-stone 
trimmings,  was  built. 

lu  1855  the  East  Pennsylvania  Conference 
united  in  the  establishment  of  the  institution 
now  called  the  Union  Seminary.  In  January, 
185G,  it  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  stu- 
dents, a large  number  of  whom  presented  them- 
selves for  admission.  A curriculum,  embracing 
a course  of  three  years,  was  adopted. 

The  faculty  consisted  of  Rev.  W.  W.  Orwig. 
principal  and  professor  of  moral  science  and  the 
German  language;  Rev.  Erancis  Hendricks,  A. 
M.,  professor  of  mathematics;  Jacob  S.  Whit- 
man, professor  of  natural  Sciences;  August  S. 
Sassaman,  A.B.,  professor  of  ancient  languages 
and  literature;  Francis  C.  Hoffman,  A. lb, 
professor  of  English  branches  and  book-keep- 
ing; George  B.  Dechant,  teacher  of  vocal  music; 
Amanda  M.  Evans,  preceptress  and  teacher  of 
instrumental  music;  and  Hester  .V.  Stoner, 
teacher  of  primary  department. 

A teachers’  course  and  a classical  collegiate 

o 

course  were  added. 

During  the  scholastic  year  of  1858-59  two 
hundred  and  sixty-four  pupils  were  in  attend- 
ance. In  June,  1859,  the  first  class  of  five 
young  ladies  were  graduated.  In  1859  Rev. 
Eranci-  Hendrick-.  A AT,  wa-  chosen  principal 


spared  no  pruns  to  bring  the  seminary  to  the 
highest  possible  standard.  In  I860  August  S. 
Sassaman,  A.M.,  was  chosen  principal.  The 
number  of  students  during  the  year  1859-GO 
was  two  hundred  and  forty-one. 

In  June,  18G2,  Prof.  Sassaman  resigned; 
studied  law  and  afterward  served  one  term  as 
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iu.lf.tv  ul'  the  courts  of  Berks  County,  Pa.  Rev. 
.Iitlin  II.  Leas,  A.M.,  was  next  appointed  to 
die  presidency  of  the  seminary. 

From  LSlid  to  18Gb  the  doors  of  l f n ion 
Seininarv  were  closed  on  account  of  the  Civil 
W ar  and  financial  troubles. 

A number  of  persons,  most  of  them  ministers 
of  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Conference,  led  by 
Kev.  M.  .1.  Carolhers,  of  Milton,  president  ol 
the  board  of  trustees,  met  the  financial  claims 
against  the  building.  They  divided  the  amount 
into  shares  of  twenty-five  dollars  each,  issued 
certilieates  of  stock,  and  in  180b  organized 
themselves  into  “The  Educational  Society  of  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  Conference  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Association.”  The  seminary  was  re- 
opened for  instruction  during  the  summer  of  this 
soar.  It  was  conducted  on  the  plan  of  an 
academy  from  that  time  on  till  the  spring  of 
I SSI).  The  number  of  students  during  this 
period  ranged  from  18  to  120.  In  180b  Prof. 
F.  C.  Hoffman,  A.M.,  was  appointed  principal, 
and  continued  (ill  ISG!),  when  he  resigned. 
Prof.  1 >.  Dcnlinger  rented  llie  seminary  and 
conducted  it  until  1874,  when  Rev.  Francis  M. 
brake,  A.M.,  become  his  successor.  Rev.  J. 
W.  benlz  was  associated  with  him  in  the  lease, 
and  I his  period  is  generally  known  as  the  Bent/, 
and  Baker  administration.  During  this  time 
the  Eastern  Conferences  formed  the  project  of  es- 
tablishing a “Centennial  College,”  and  all  the 
educational  interests  being  merged  in  this, 
Union  Seminary  suffered  very  much  for  want 
of  patronage. 

In  March,  188-3,  the  seminary  was  transferred 
to  the  Conference,  and  became  the  property  of 
the  church.  In. Inly,  1 883,  the  building  was 
remodeled  and  enlarged,  at  a cost  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  dune,  188b,  the  board  of  trus- 
tees adopted  a full  classical  course,  making  the 
seminary  practically  a college. 

An  annual  catalogue  is  issued,' which  gives 
the  course  ol  inst ruction,  etc.,  in  detail.  Since 
the  incorporation  the  patronage  has  more  than 
doubled  what  it  was  just  before  that  event. 
1 lie  statist  ics  from  the  catalogue  of  188  1—  8b  are 


i 


as  follows:  Professors  and  instructors,  six; 
the  number  of  students  in  the  scientific  de-  j 
pertinent  was  twenty-seven;  in  elementary  | 


department,  eighty-two;  in  commercial  depart- 
ment, twelve;  in  theological  department,  one, — 
in  all,  one  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

Professor  Baker  resigned  his  position  in  March, 
187!).  Professor  Bentz  became  his  successor. 
Rev.  A.  E.  Gobble,  then  professor  of  mathemat- 
ics, was  appointed  to  the  principalship,  and  has 
since  continued  to  hold  that  olliee.  Professor 
Hobble  drew  up  a course  of  studies  in  1880, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Educational  Society. 
A charter  was  granted  on  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1880. 

Rev.  Aai:on  Ezra  Gouiu.i:,  A.M.,  was  born 
near  Millheim,  in  Penn  township, Centre  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  on  the  14th  of  February,  18-bG.  1 1 is 

ancestors  are  of  German  descent,  but  have  been 
in  thiscountry  for  so  many  generations  that  their 
original  home  in  Europe  cannot  be  ascertained. 
On  his  father’s  side  his  ancestors  can  be  traced 
to  his  great-great-grandfather,  and  on  his  moth- 
er’s side  to  his  great-grandfather,  and  these  have 
both  been  American  citizens,  and,  as  near  as  we 
can  learn,  American-born. 

Jacob  Gobble,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a native  of  the  southern  part  of  Bucks 
County,  this  State,  and  spent  a good  portion  of 
his  younger  days  in  the  vicinity  of  Germantown, 
and  later  in  Reading,  Berks  County,  where  he 
learned  his  trade,  which  was  that  of  a felt-hat 
maker.  .After  he  was  married  he  lived  for  some 
time  in  Lebanon  ( utility,  but  while  yet  a voting 
man  he  moved,  with  his  family, to  Centre  Coun- 
ty, where  he  continued  to  live  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  February,  18G8.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  seven  children, — four  daughters  and 
three  sons, — of  whom  the  youngest,  Samuel,  was 
married,  in  December,  1 8b  I,  to  Sarah,  the  young- 
est daughter  of  John  \\  illaman,  a well-known 
manufacturer  of  spinning-wheels,  and  grand- 
daughter of  the  Mr.  Ream  in  whose  house  Rev- 
Jacob  Albright  first  commenced  to  preach  in 
that  community,  in  1 SOb.  Four  children  com- 
pleted the  circle  of  this  family,  of  whom  the 
oldest,  Aaron,  is  the  subject  of  this  narrative. 
Five  weeks  after  his  birth  his  parents  moved  to 
the  old  \\  illaman  homestead,  which  they  bought, 
and  where  they  still  live, about  three  miles  from 
Spring  Mills,  and  here  Aaron  grew  up  to  man- 
hood. Living  on  a farm,  he  was  put  to  work 
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(I  unnt;-  ( 1 io  .sum  mo  r moil  1 1 is  ns  soon  as  lie  was  old 
and  strong  enough  to  hoof  use;  hut  carlv  in  1 
1 1 is  boyhood  lie  already  manifested  rjuitc  a dis- 
taste for  his  father’s  occupation,  preferring  to 
employ  his  time  with  his  father’s  earpenter  tools 
or  with  some  book.  .Besides  this,  being  frail, 
and  often  sickly,  his  parents  were  not  slow  to 
discover  that  thejr  boy  would  never  make  a 
farmer,  so  they  determined  to  send  him  to  school. 
Jle  attended  the  public  school  near  his  home  ' 


most  ready  to  enter  college.  They,  however, 
suspected  his  motives,  and  when  he  did  break 
the  secret  to  them  they  were  not  very  much  sur- 
prised, but  ready  to  offer  him  all  the  assistance 
in  their  power.  Accordingly,  he  entered  the 
sophomore  class  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col- 
lege,at  Lancaster,  in  September,  1 870,  and  grad- 
uated in  J line,  I <S7 51. 

In  February  187!),  he  was  licensed  to  preach 
by  the  Fast  Pennsylvania  Conference  of  the 


until  lie  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  cn-  ! 
tered  Penn  Hall  Academy  (now  Spring  Mills 
Academy)  and  prepared  himself  for  teaching. 

lie  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Centre 
County  for  four  winters,  and  during  the  sum-  i 
mcr  months  continued  his  studies  at  the  acad-  i 
emy.  Mere  he  conceived  the  idea  of  a collegiate 
education,  and  at  once  began  to  take  up  studies  ' 
preparatory  to  that  end.  Feariuar  < p posit  ion 


Evangelical  Association.  Two  years  later  lie 
was  received  into  the  Central  Pennsylvania 
Conference,  bv  which  body  he  was  ordained 
deacon  in  18cS'2  and  elder  in  1885. 

Immediately  after  graduating  at  college  he  was 
appointed  to  the  chair  of  mathematics  in  Union 
Seminary,  at  New  Berlin,  l Inion  County,  Pa., 
and  on  August  titli  he  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  new  duties,  in  tbi-  position  he  oontin- 
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was  appointed  lo  lake  his  place,  a position  lie 
lias  continued  to  occupy  up  to  the  time  of  (his 
writing,  September,  1885,  and  longer  than  any 
nf  Ids  predecessors. 

< ) n the  27th  of  .June,  IXX2,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Kate  krauskop,  of  Lancaster,  I *a .,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Catharine  Krauskop, 
who  came  to  t his  count rv  from  lloham  Solms, 
Kreitz  Weitzler,  Prussia,  in  1X15;  settled  in 
Ualtimore,  Md.,  for  a few  years,  and  then  came 
to  Lancaster,  where  they  still  live. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

LIM  KSTONK  TOWNSHIP.1 

The  inhabitants  of  the  southern  portion  of 
West  Buffalo  township  became  dissatisfied  with 
their  township  connections,  and  from  LS27  to 
1 S5()  there  was  an  almost  continued  agitation 
upon  the  question  of  the  erection  of  a new  town- 
ship. Sundry  schemes  of  annexing  portions  of 
it  to  Buffalo,  Union,  etc.,  were  projected  and 
came  to  naught,  until,  in  1850,  the  whole  sub- 
ject received  its  quietus  by  the  erection  of  the 
township  of  Limestone.  Sonic  of  these  abortive 
movements  will  be  here  given. 

At  the  December  session,  1827,  sundry  in- 
habitants of  West  Buffalo  petitioned  to  be  an- 
nexed to  Union  township,  with  division  line  to 
begin  at  or  near  Mitchell’s  l pper  Mill,  thence  to 
a point  at  or  near  Henry  Sanders’,  thence  to  a 
point  at  or  near  John  Seebold’s  mill.  Upon 
this  petition  Simon  Snyder,  Peter  Ilackenbcrg 
and  (Jeorge  Annual  were  appointed  viewers, 
who  reported  to  February  sessions,  1828,  that 
they  had  laid  a line  nearly  as  given  above. 
This  was  not  confirmed  by  the  court. 

At  the  May  sessions,  1888,  a petition  was 
| presented  from  the  inhabitants  of  West  Buffalo 
3 township,  stating  “that  since  the  town  of 
Mifllinburg  has  become  a borough,  your  petition- 
ers have  been  situated  between  the  lines  of  the 
townshipof  Buffalo  and  said  borough,  and  nearly 
cut  oil'  from  the  township  they  live  in  ; and,  since 
the  school-law  has  been  adopted  in  the  borough 


of  M illlinburg,  we  are  prevented  from  joining 
the  inhabitants  of  West  Buffalo  in  schooling  our 
families.  Our  dillieulf ies  would  be  obviated  if 
a part  of  the  line  between  Buffalo  and  West 
Bufliilo  townships  were  so  altered  that  the  town- 
ship of  Buffalo,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Lime- 
stone Ridge  i u i •> • h t extend  to  the  borough  of 
M illlinburg,  and  include  your  petitioners  in  the 
hounds  of  the  townshipof  Buflalo,  beginning 
on  the  Limestone  Ridge,  where  the  line  crosses 
between  the  two  townships,  thence  along  said 
ridge,  until  it  intersects  (Ion rad  Moll’s  line, 
thence  along  said  line  till  it  intersects  the 
borough  of  Mifllinburg,  including  William 
Filert’s,  thence  along  said  borough  line  till  it 
strikes  Buffalo  Creek,  thence  along  the  creek  till 
it  strikes  the  line  of  the  aforesaid  townships  of 
Buffalo  and  West  Buffalo.”  The  court  appointed 
William  Harris,  Philip  Fredericks,  John  ( Hov- 
er and  Hugh  Wilson,  viewers.  At  the  same 
term  of  court  a remonstrance  was  presented 
against  the  annexation  of  the  territory  above- 
mentioned  to  Buffalo  township.  Viewers  re- 
ported to  September  sessions,  1838,  to  annex  the 
territory  in  question,  which  report  was  set  aside 
and  not  confirmed. 

At  the  same  court,  May,  1888,  a petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  West  Buffalo,  Union  and 
I lartlcy  was  presented  for  the  formation  of  a new 
township  out  of  parts  of  the  above-named  town- 
ship. The  petition  sets,  forth  that  “the  said 
townships  are  too  large  to  afford  equal  conven- 
iences to  a great  number  of  citizens,  and  more 
particularly  on  account  of  the  Shamokin  and 
Limestone  Bulges  by  which  nature  has  divided 
the  territory,  and  separated  the  interests  of  the 
settlements  on  either  side;  that  the  present 
situation  of  these  townships  is  very  unpropitious 
and  prejudicial  to  the  common  school  system, 
because  of  the  difficulty  in  forming  sub-districts 
and  locating  school-houses  to  the  convenience  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  on  account  of  those  high 
ridges  running  longitudinally  and  forming  a 
complete  separation  of  interest.  It  is  therefore 
the  desire  of  your  petitioners  to  form  a new 
township  by  taking  parts  of  the  townships  of 
Union,  West  Bufliilo  and  Hartley.” 

At  the  May  sessions,  IS  II,  a petition  of  in- 
habitants of  West  Buffalo  was  again  presented, 
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si :i( i hi*'  that  llic\'  labored  iitidcr  <■  icn I disadvan- 
(ages  I)}’  reason  of  the  great  extent  of  territory 
of  the  township,  and  asking  lor  a division  of 
file  same  according  to  the  hounds  therein  set 
forth.  James  Madden,  Thomas  Clingaii  and 
James  I >ale  were  appointed  viewers,  and  made 
report  to  the  September  sessions  that  they  had 
run  a division  line  forming  a new  township, 
with  boundaries  as  follows: 

“ .Beginning  at  a post  where  the  township  lines  of 
Buffalo  and  West  Buffalo  cross  the  ‘ ollieers’  line;’ 
thence  westerly  to  a post  on  the  western  line  of  the 
borough  of  i\l  i 111 inburg  ; thence  along  the  same  to  a 
post  on  (he  ollieers’  line  on  the  north  side  of  Buffalo 
('reek,  along  that  line  S.  7 8"  W.  did  perches,  S.  70° 
W.  197  perches,  and  V.  0(3  perches,  S.  88°  \V.  384 
perches,  to  a point  between  West  Bulfalo  and  Hartley 
townships,  along  the  township  line  502  perches  to  a 
post  on  line  of  land  of  Saimic!  Barber,  along  the  line 
and  the  line  of  Thomas  Harbor  S.  ti  l ' W.  90  perehes, 
to  a post  being  the  corner  of  Thomas  Barber  and 
Michael  Lawyer,  along  the  said  line  S.  80°  W.  700 
perehes,  to  a post  on  line  of  West  Buffalo  and  Centre 
townships,  along  the  same  on  the  top  of  Jack’s 
Mountain  until  it  intersects  Penn’s  Creek;  theme 
down  said  creek  until  it  intersects  the  line  of  West 
Bulfalo  and  Union  townships,  near  Sehwenk’s  mill, 
along  the  line  N.  4°,  W.  285  perches,  to  a post  N.  14° 
W.  Hid  perehes,  to  Sweitzor  Run,  near  John  Seebold’s 
mill,  up  the  run  (ISO  perehes,  to  the  head  of  John 
Stees’  spring;  thence  north  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning it." 

At  September  sessions,  I 848,  it  petition  was 
again  presented  from  inhabitants  of  West 
Butfalo  township,  asking  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  township.  Samuel  ] tonsil,  Joint  Gundy 
and  Joint  Sehraeli  were  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  view  the  territory.  They  made 
report  at  February  sessions,  ISIH,  that  they 
met  at  the  house  of  Michael  Kleekncr,  in  New 
Berlin,  on  October  2!),  1818,  and  proceeded  to 
form  a new  township  as  follows  : 

“ Beginning  at  the  southwest,  corner  of  the  borough 
of  New  Berlin  at  Penn’s  Creek;  thence  along  the 
borough  line  to  the  northeast,  corner  thereof;  thence 
north  to  the  public  road  ; thence  along  the  southeast 
side  of  the  road  leading  from  New  Berlin  to  Lewis- 
hurgh  to  the  line  between  the  townships  of  Union  and 
liullalo  ; thence  along  the  line  of  Bulfalo  township  to 
the  ollieers’  line  along  said  line  to  the  borough  line 
of  Milllinhurg;  thence  west,  to  the  .so  1 1 1 Invest  corner 
of  the  borough  ; thence  north  to  the  turnpike  east  of 
Jo.1..'  ' • lie  .do .v  tb >■  lo/updo  'o  'l.‘  Jim 
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ahmg  tin’  same  to  the  Centre  townshiji  line  oil  the 
, summit  of  Jack's  Mountain;  thence  easterly  along 
the  mountain  to  Penn’s  Creek  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning.” 

This  report,  was  accepted  hut  not  confirmed; 
another  commission  was  appointed,  viz.,  James 
Marshall,  John  App  and  Leonard  W olfe,  who 
made  a report.  February  2G,  BS50,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  court  and  named  Limestone. 

The  territory  of  Limestone  township  is  on 
the  border  of  the  purchase  of  July  G,  175-1. 
In  that  year  Andrew  Smith  lived  at  White 
Springs.  Jean  Jacques  Lc  Roy  (or  as  lie  was 
called  by  lii.s  English  name,  John  Jacob  King) 
settled  at  the  spring  on  the  place  owned  by 
Hon.  Isaac  Slenker,  deceased.  Peter  Lick,  after 
Switzer  Run  was  called  Lick  Run,  lived  near  the 
stream.  Henry  Leininger  and  Bastian  were 
neighbors  ol  Lc  Rov.  Jacob  Prey  linger  lived 
below  New  Berlin,  on  land  now  owned  by  the 
Maizes.  For  tin  account  of  the  capture  of  sonic 
of  this  family  by  the  Indians  ami  their  ad- 
ventures, the  reader  is  referred  to  the  third 
chapter  of  the  general  history,  page  GO. 

Laki.y  SriiYKYs. — On  the  western  side  of 
t he  township  on  Penn’s  Creek,  a survey  was 
made  for  John  Harris,  February  28,  17GB,  on  a 
warrant  of  1755.  Harris  sold  this  property  to 
Christian  Shively  in  177.'!,  who  in  turn  conveyed 
it  to  his  son  Christian  in  1775,  who  settled  upon  it. 
This  embraced  the  “Smith  improvement” 
made  by  a settler  of  1754  named  Andrew 
Smith;  next  east  was  the  Thomas  Smith  survey 
made  August  12,  1775,  on  which  Joseph  Green 
built  a mill,  afterwards  known  as  Stees’  and 
Bellas’.  John  Nces  was  assessed  in  1780  with 
a grist-mill,  and  in  1781  Joseph  Green  was 
assessed  with  a grist-mill  and  a saw-mill.  Air. 
Green  resided  about  a mile  east  of  Milllinhurg 

D 

before  he  removed  to  Penn’s  Creek,  and  ‘ built 
his  mill  there.  He  was  a surveyor  and  dealt 
largely  in  lands.  lie  also  took  an  active  part 
in  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  < ) i i May  1, 
1782,  lie  was  captain  ol’  a company  which  was 
out  in  defense  of  the  frontier  against  the  out- 
rages of  the  Indians.  In  178  1 his  mill  was 
sold  from  him  by  the  sheriff;  he  then  went 
further  up  Penn’s  Creek  into  Hartley  township 
and  built  a -a  -/mJJ,  aft'  / run  I-  Wei -feu’-,  and 
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died  in  1802,  buried  at  the  Lewis  grave-yard.  I 
Joseph  Green,  of  Lewisburgh,  is  his  grandson, 
ldasl  ill'  ( I reen’s  land  came  the  .Jesse  Whitson 
survey  on  warrant  of  October  31,  1771.  The 
Thomas  Craig,  north  of’ Thomas  Smith  was  snr-  i 
veved  August  lb,  1700,  on  a warrant  of’ August 
In,  I 707.  least  of  the  Craig  was  the  Thomas 
I ’uscha 1 1,  surveyed  October  8,  1772;  cast,  ol  the 
latter,  the  George  liyne,  surveyed  August  I I, 

1 700.  Later,  Paschal  I Lewis  owned  the  northern 
hall' of  these  two  surveys,  and  Thomas  Mathers, 
the  southern  half. 

The  Edward  Lee  survey  owned  in  179(1  by 
Robert  Barber,  Esq.,  called  the  White  Springs 
tract,  was  an  old  improvement  of  1755,  owned 
by  John  Harris,  and  surveyed  by  Colonel  John 
Armstrong  in  1755,  re-surveyed  by  William 
Maclay,  in  February,  17G9.  The  James  Whit- 
son was  surveyed  October  14,  177b,  on  which  a 
saw-mill  was  erected  in  1781,  and  a grist-mill 
in  178(1,  now,  and  for  many  years  known  as 
Seebold’s  mill.  Christopher  Seebold  became  its 
owner  in  179b.  New  Berlin  is  located  on  the 
east  end  of  the  John  Ord  survey  made  April 
10,  1709,  and  the  west  end  of  the  George 
Albrecht,  surveyed  December  19,  1771. 

The  David  Davis,  formerly  the  Hay  farm, 
was  surveyed  June  lb,  1771,  and  purchased  by 
Philip  Hay  in  February,  1773.  At  the  north- 
east cud  of  the  township  lay  the  John  Philip 
De  Haas,  one  of  the  officers’  surveys  made  in 
.Way,  17(19.  Limestone  township  had  quite  a 
number  of  settlers  within  its  bounds  before  the 
Revolution.  Robert  Barber,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster 
County,  built  a house  at  White  Springs  in 
1772.  John  Scott  occupied  it  in  1773. 

In  the  assessment  of  1775  appear  the  follow- 
ing names  of  residents  in  what  is  Limestone 
township,  viz  : John  Clarke,  Joseph  Green, 
Philip  Hay,  Adam  Colpetzer,  James  Moore, 
George  Overmier,  Daniel  Lewis,  John  Mc- 
Cashon,  Samuel  Mathers,  John  Mitchell,  John 
Noes,  Andrew  Pontius,  John  Kearich,  Adam 
Smith,  Michael  Snyder,  John  Scott,  Christian  ' 
Shively,  David  Smith,  Patrick  Watson,  Michael 
Shirt/.. 

Robert  Barber  came  from  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, about  1 700,  and  settled  at  Chester,  Pa. 
At  his  death  he  left  his  property  to  his  nephews, 


I Robertaud  Thomas  Barber,  having  no  children 
of  his  own.  Robert,  alone  came  to  America  in 
1711  and  took  possession  of  his  uncle’s  estate, 
lie  married  Hannah  I id  marsh,  who  came  from 
I England.  They  moved  to  Jlcmpfield,  now 
Columbia,  Pa.,  in  1728,  and  purchased  one 
thousand  acres  of  land.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Society  of  Kricnds  and  li rsl,  sheriff  of  Lan- 
caster County.  1 1 is  grandson,  Robert.  Barber, 
moved  to  Buffalo  Valley,  about  1781,  and  set- 
tled at  the  White  Springs,  where  he  died.  The 
final  distribution  of  his  estate  was  made  a few 
years  ago,  among  sixty-eight  descendants. 

Robert  Barber,  Esq.,  the  paternal  ancestor  of 
the  Barber  family,  in  Union  County,  was  a 
descendant  of  the  Robert  Barber  who  was  the 
first  sheriff  of  Lancaster  County  at  its  organiza- 
tion in  1729.  The  elder  Barber  owned  a fine 
tract  of  land  on  the  Susquehanna  River,  where 
the  town  of’ Columbia  now  stands,  on  which  he 
resided  and  on  which  he  erected  a log  jail,  in 
anticipation  of  that  point  being  selected  as  the 
county-seat  for  the  new  county.  His  hopes 
were  however  disappointed,  the  town  of  Lan- 
caster being  awarded  the  coveted  prize  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose.  In 
August,  1772,  Robert  Barber  bought  of  Reu- 
ben Haines,  the  Edward  Lee  warrantee  and  im- 
provement and  built  a house  at  the  head  of 
White  Springs  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  a 
tenant  (John  Scott),  for  a term  of  years  (seven). 

In  1785  he  removed  to  his  property  at  While 
Springs,  and  in  1791  erected  a saw-mill  there, 
which  has  gone  out  of  existence  many  years 
ago.  November  29,  1792,  he  was  commissioned 
a justice  of  the  peace.  In  1793  lie  had  a dis- 
tillery, and  in  1797  built  the  first  grist-mill  on 
White  Spring  Run,  still  in  existence.  lie  died 
in  1841,  in  his  ninety-first  year.  His  wife  was 
Sarah  Boudc,  who  died  in  1 81 8,  aged  sixty-five; 
both  interred  in  the  Lewis  grave-yard.  Their 
children  were  Thomas,  Samuel,  James,  Robert, 
Mary  (married  to  Joseph  Chambers),  Sallv 
(married  to  Benjamin  Chambers),  Elizabeth, 
Ellen  and  Hannah.  The  three  daughters  last- 
named  never  married,  and  all  of  the  five  died 
within  sight  of  the  place  where  they  had  been 
reared.  James  and  Robert  went  V est  many 
years  ago;  J.  W.  Barber,  of  Mifllinburg,  is  a 
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grandson  of  tlu:  Robert  who  moved  West. 
Samuel  Barber  married  Mary  Vauvalzah,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  Vanvalzah,  of  Buflalo 
Cross- Roa< Is,  a physician  of  very  extensive 
practice.  Samuel  Barber  was  a man  of  posi- 
tive convictions,  with  the  courage  to  avow  and 
abililv  to  defend  them.  lie  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  and  most  .prominent  advocates  of  total 
abstinence  from  alcoholic  drinks  in  the  county. 
He  died  March  2d,  18  l(>,  In  his  sixtieth  year. 
I [is  w ife  died  February  24th,  one  month  earlier 
in  the  same  year,  in  her  fifty-sixth  year;  both 
died  of  erysipelas.  Thomas  Barber  was  mar- 
ried to  Betsey  Clingan. 

'['lie  following  extract  from  “ JJavel  Roan’fs 
Journal  as  quoted  in  Linn’s  Annals  of  Buffalo 
Valley,”  is  descriptive  of  their  wedding: 
“ 1812,  March  2f>,  Thomas  Barber  to  Betsey 
Clingan  ; groom  came  with  fourteen  attendants; 
thirl  v-seven  strangers,  altogether.  27th,  t wenty 
strangers  besides  the  bride  and  groom,  break- 
fasted at  Clingan’s  ; twenty-two  of  us  left 
(Jlinguii’s  with  the  bride  and  groom  ; four 
joined  us  at  I)r.  Vanvalzah’s  ; went  to  Fsipiire 
Barber’s,  where  there  was  a very  large  party 
and  much  dancing,  although  Quakers.”  Thomas 
Barber  died  in  185(1  (April  12th),  aged  sev- 
enty-two vears ; his  wife  died  in  1872  (April 
o),  in  her  eighty-sixth  year.  Both  Thomas 
and  Samuel  Barber  had  parts  of  their  father’s 
original  purchase,  where  they  lived  and  reared 
their  families.  Their  descendants,  the  majority 
of  whom  reside  in  Bimestone  township  and 
Milllinbnrg,  would,  if  mustered  together,  make 
a respectable  battalion. 

In  1787  Samuel  Barber  lived  near  the  mouth 
of  Switzer  Run.  On  his  place  was  an  old  grave- 
yard on  the  bluff  near  to  Penn’s  Creek,  and  in 
it  were  buried  many  of  the  first  settlers  of  that 
neighborhood.  It  was  not  used  after  171)1. 
Here  Samuel  Barker  was  killed  in  171)2,  by 
the  timbers  of  an  old  barn  which  lit'  was 
(earing  down,  falling  upon  him.  One  of  his 
daughters  married  William  McConnell,  the 
other  a Swinehart.  'flic  property  remained 
for  some  years  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Barber. 
It  was  subsequently  owned  for  many  years  by 
Philip  Seebold,  who  made  it  the  place  of  his 
residence  until  his  death  In  1871. 


Robert  Barber  was  married  to  Sarah  Bolide; 
Thomas  Barber  to  her  sister,  Mary  Bolide;  and 
Baseball  Lew  is  to  Klizabeth  Bolide — all  sisters 
and  daughters  of  a highly  respectable  Lancaster 
County  family,  and  had  for  his  patrimony  the 
land  south  of  the  W hite  Springs  Mill.  The 
early  settlers  of  this  region  were  mistaken  in 
their  ideas  of  the  productiveness  and  fertility 
of  the  soil  upon  which  they  settled.  The  nil 
shale  lands  and  the  lands  adjacent  to  Penn’s 
Creek  wrere  covered  with  a heavy  growth  of 
timber  of  various  kinds,  while  the  limestone 
clay-hills,  farther  back,  were  covered  with  a 
growth  of  scrubby  bushes.  The  settlers,  not 
unnaturally,  concluded  that  the  lands  sustaining 
the  big  oaks  and  pines  were  the  richer,  and  took 
them  in  preference  to  the  others,  and  did  not 
discover  their  mistake  until  the  lapse  of  years 
revealed  it. 

Thomas  Barber  died  in  1827,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years ; his  wife  in  1818,  aged  fifty-seven. 
They  left  two  sons — John  and  Samuel  B. — and 
several  daughters.  Samuel  B.  Barber  was 
elected  a county  commissioner  in  1835,  and  af- 
terwards was  appointed  a justice  of  the  peace 
by  the  Governor.  Afterwards,  about  1843, 
John  Barber,  Samuel  B.  Barber,  James  Barber, 
Samuel  Wright,  with  their  families,  emigrated 
from  the  White  Springs  neighborhood  to  the 
blooming  prairies  of  Stephenson  County,  111. 
This  exodus  from  Limestone  was  composed  of 
[ sixty-three  individuals  of  all  ages;  they  travel- 
ed with  horses  and  wagons. 

Captain  John  Clarke,  of  the  Revolution, 
lived  on  the  first  farm  west  of  Milllinbnrg,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  turnpike,  lie  was  living 
there  before  the  Revolutionary  War.  In  1775 
he  is  assessed  with  fifty  acres  of  cultivated  land, 
two  horses,  three  cows,  six  sheep,  one  slave  and 
one  servant.  In  1774  he  was  one  of  the  grand 
jurors  at  the  Northumberland  County  Court. 
In  177<5  he  left  the  vallev  in  command  of  a 
company  in  Col.  Philip  ('ole’s  battalion  of 
Northumberland  County  Assoeiafors  ; was  en- 
gaged In  some  of  the  skirmishes  with  the  Brit- 
ish subsequent  to  the  battles  of  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  which  had  taken  place  before  his 
company  had  joined  the  arm)  of  General  Wash- 
ington. The  company  as  such  served  about 
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three  Mini  ;i  half  months.  A daughter  of  ( 'tip- 
tain  Ciiirke  was  married  to  I ):iv id  Watson,  :m 
early  settler  in  the  valley.  She  was  the  mother 
of  .John  C.,  David  and  William  Watson,  late 
of  West  Buffalo  township.  Captain  Clarke 
died  February  22,  1802,  in  his  seventy-third 
vear;  his  will’,  Florence,  died  in  1807,  aged 
-event  v- six  ; both  buried  at  the  Lewis  grave- 
yard. The  Clarke  farm  next  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Jacob  Brobst,  who  lived  there  until 
lii.s  death,  in  1825.  Jn  1815-1  6 lie  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  re-elected  for  the  session  of  1816—17,  but 
became  insane  before  the  meeting  of  the  (General 
Assembly  and  did  not  take  his  seat  ; neither 
did  he  ever  recover  his  reason. 

The  follow  ing  extract  from  a letter  of  Cov- 
entor Snyder  to  George  Jvremor,  then  a rising 
IVmoeratie  politician  of  Union  Comity,  under 
date  of  November  21,  1816,  has  reference  to 
the  misfortune  of  Mr.  Brobst  : 

“ I should  like  much  to  see  you  pitted  against  that 
fiend,  Lief,  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  but  un- 
less Brobst  resigns,  I cannot  see  how  the  Speaker 
could  constitutionally  issue  a writ  for  the  election  of 
another.  A writ  of  lunacy  could  lie  awarded  by  the 
court  of  Union  County,  and  thereupon  a writ  might 
issue  for  a new  election.  The  people  might  memo- 
rialize the  House  that,  through  mental  derangement, 
ilie  act  of  God,  one  of  their  representatives  is  disqual- 
i lied  to  represent  the  wisdom  of  the  count//,  'I'll is, 
accompanied  by  certificates  from  regular  bred  physi- 
cians,— Doctors  Dougal,  Van  Valzali,  etc., — would 
undoubtedly  bring  t he  question  fairly  before  the  House, 
and  a precedent  established  in  his  case,  if  there  is  not 
one  already,  in  this  country  or  in  England.  But,  if  he 
has  any  interval  of  sanity,  this  might  he  embraced  to 
procure  his  resignation.  Thus  all  difficulty  would  he 
removed,  and  make  room  for  your  election,  which,  1 
suppose,  would  he  certain  if  the  Longstown  interest 
docs  not  oppose  you.  Whatever  may  be  done,  it  will 
lie  all-important  to  keep  out  of  view  his  having  been 
mad  before  his  election,  or  that  the  people  were  so 
who  elected  him.” 

Mr.  Brobst  did  not  have  a lucid  interval,  lie 
dill  not  resign,  and  Mr.  K renter  was  nut 
elected.  l)r.  dames  Smith,  of  Milllinburg,  was 
married  to  the  only  child  of  Air.  Brobst.  Dr. 
Smith  died  in  1826,  leaving  a widow  and  chil- 
dren. Sonic  of  his  posterity  have,  eon  I inued  to 
own  I lie  ( Tirkc  - Bn >bsl.  farm  down  to  the  present, 
day,  Mr.  Oscar  W.  Smith,  a grandson  of  Dr. 


Smith,  being  the  present  owner.  Others  of  the 
Smith  family  reside  in  Hartley,  Lewis,  llurtle- 
ton,  Milll inburg  and  other  parts  of  the  country, 
as  well  as  in  several  States  of  the  far  West. 

George  Overmeicr  lived  about  a mile  west  of 
New  Berlin,  where  Joseph  Seebold  now  lives, 
lie  was  a member  of  the  first  grand  jury  of 
Northumberland  County;  was  a captain  in  the 
War  of  the  Devolution,  and  died  in  1806.  Jlc 
had  a large  family  of  children.  To  his  son 
Jacob  he  bequeathed  his  rifle  and  shot-pouch 
carried  during  the  war. 

John  Nees  lived  along  Penn’s  Creek  and  had 
a small  mill  there,  which  after  became  Green’s, 
Sloes’,  Hollas’,  etc.  There  has  been  no  mill 
there  for  many  years  except  a saw- mill.  John 
McCashan  lived  on  the  De  Ifaas  survey,  in  the 
northeast  part  of  the  township. 

John  Rearick  lived  near  Wchr’s;  was  one  of 
the  grand  jurors  at  the  first  court  of  Northum- 
berland County,  held  at  Fort  Augusta  May, 

1 772. 

Adam  Smith  lived  near  to  the  Mathers 
place.  1 1 is  descendants  of  the  third  and  fourth 
generation  still  occupy  the  old  place. 

David  Smith  lived  on  Barber’s  land,  and 
after  the  erection  of  the  mill  at  White  Springs 
became  the  first  miller  there. 

A ndrew  Pontius  was  the  owner  of  the  Le  Hoy 
place  (the  scene  of  the  I ndian  murder  of  1 755), 
which  he  afterwards  sold  to  John  Stees.  It  re- 
mained in  the  Stees  family  for  many  years; 
in  fact,  part  of  it  is  still  owned  and  occupied  by 
F redcrick  Stees,  a descendant  of  the  John  Stees 
who  purchased  of  Pontius.  For  many  years 
John  Stees  carried  on  a distillery  at  this  place. 

Philip  1Toy  was  located  east  of  the  Le  Roy  or 
Pontius  place,  lie  came  there  in  1778  and 
in  1775  had  twelve  acres  of  land  under  culti- 
vation. Ilis  descendants  still  own  part  of  his 
original  domain. 

The  names  of  Daniel  Lewis  and  Samuel 
Mathers  appear  in  the  assessment  of  1 775.  The 
wife  of  Daniel  Lewis  was  Margaret  Pasehall,  a 
relative  of  Thomas  Pasehall,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  owner  of  a great  amount  of  land.  She 
was  married  three  times:  first,  to  a man  named 
Watson,  by  whom  she  had  sons, — Jesse,  James 
(who  built  the  Seebold  Mill)  and  John,  all 
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settling  in  llic  v;i  1 Icy  ; second,  to  ;i  man  named 
Malliers,  l»y  whom  she  had  sons, — Samuel  and 
Thomas  Mathers,  also  early  settlers;  and 
third,  to  Daniel  Lewis,  father  of  Paschall.  In 
1 7 So  I lie  name  of  Daniel  I .cw'is  disappears  from 
the  assessment  lists,  and  that  ol  I'asehall  Lewis 
appears  in  its  stead.  The  bury  ing-ground 
called  Lew  is’  ( < rave-yard,  takes  its  name  from  the 
elder  Lewis,  on  whose  land  it  was  mainly  situ- 
ated. Paschal  I Lewis  owned  the  farms  now 
P.  W.  Pell  man’s,  and  died  in  1820,  aged  sixty 
years.  1 1 is  children  were  Margaret,  married  to 
Thomas  Clingan,  of  Kelly  tow  nship  ; Mary, 
married  to  Samuel  Wright,  who,  about.  IS -Id, 
removed  to  Stephenson  County,  111.;  Sarah, 
married  to  James  Merrill,  Lsij.,  a leading  law- 
yer of  his  day;  Elizabeth,  married  to  Robert 
Candor,  of  W hite  Deer  Mills;  and  Amelia, 
married  to  Samuel  I Rise,  of  Columbia,  Pa. 

The  Thomas  Paschall  and  George  Ryne  sur- 
veys had  been  owned  by  Daniel  Lewis,  in  his 
life-time,  and  remained  undivided,  as  far  as  the 
giving  of  title-papers  was  concerned,  until,  in 
1809,  Paschall  Lewis  became  the  owner  of  .the 
northern  part  of  the  tracts,  and  Thomas  Ma- 
thers of  the  southern  part.  The  Lewis  property 
remained  a long  time  after  the  death  of  Pas- 
chall Lew:s  in  the  occupancy  of  Samuel  Wright, 
a son-in-law,  who  finally  removed  to  Illinois, 
and  the  farm  was  sold  some  years  afterward 
(1847)  to  Samuel  Pellman,  wdiose  son,  David 
W.,  is  still  its  owner. 

The  Mathers  property  is  now  owned  by 
Longinus  Walter,  who  occupies  the  old  stone 
house  built  in  1802,  and  by  Peter  Bingaman, 
who  lias  the  eastern  portion  of  the  tract. 

John  Scott  was  a tenant  on  the  Barber  lands 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  as  was  also  Pat- 
rick Watson.  The  latter  had  his  cabin  on  the 
elevated  land  a little  east  of  the  school-house, 
below  the  W hite  Springs  Mill.  In  the  spring 
of  1780  a party  of  Indians  made  a descent, 
upon  the  dwelling  of  Watson,  shot  and  scalped 
his  mother  and  also  shot  W atson  through  the 
body.  Christian  Shively,  who  lived  near  by, 
having  heard  the  firing,  went  to  Watson’s 
cabin,  where  he  found  Mrs.  W atson  Ling  on 
the  Moor  scalped  and  a dog  licking  her  bloody 
head.  She  was  still  alive,  but  unable  to  speak, 


and  in  reply  to  his  questions  about  Patrick, 
made  motions  which  he  understood  to  mean 
that  Patrick  had  gone  up  the  run.  He, 
accordingly,  went  up  the  run  in  search  of  him, 
and  found  him  near  the  While  Spring,  where 
he  had  slopped  to  take  a drink,  not  knowing 
that  he  was  wounded  until,  in  drinking,  lie 
discovered  the  water  running  out  through  his 
wound,  lie  died  in  a short  time.  JR  and 
his  mother  are  buried  in  the  Lew  is  grave-yard, 
and  are  among  the  first  buried  there. 

Patrick  Watson  was  an  uncle  to  David, 
William  and  John  C.  Watson,  late  well-known 
citizens  of  W est  Buffalo  township. 

Christian  Shively,  who  came  from  Lancaster 
County,  had  purchased  the  John  Harris  survey 
and  improvement  of  1755,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  White  Spring  Run,  and  w'as  living  there 
before  the  commencement  of  the  war.  IR  did 
not  leave  at  the  time  of  the  big  runaway  of 
1778,  and  had  hoped  to  remain  undisturbed 
with  his  family  at  the  place  which  he  had 
selected  as  their  home.  He  was  aware,  however, 
of  the  danger  incurred  by  remaining,  and  on 
one  occasion,  before  the  murder  of  Watson, 
having  occasion  to  go  to  a so-called  fort  near 
New  Berlin,  he  hid  his  wife  and  two  children 
in  his  corn-patch,  with  the  directions  to  remain 
there  until  his  return.  During  his  absence, 
Mrs.  Shively,  not  feeding  secure  in  the  protec- 
tion of  the  growing  corn,  had  left  the  corn-patch 
and  waded  over  Penn’s  Creek,  and  hidden  her- 
self and  children  in  the  thicket  of  bushes  at  the 
foot  of  Jack’s  Mountain,  and  while  there  in 
hiding,  she  saw  two  Indians  going  up  the  moun- 
tain at  a short  distance  from  her,  but  fortunately 
without  being  discovered  by  them.  After  seeing 
the  Indians  she  was  afraid  to  leave  her  hiding- 

o 

place.  Mr.  Shively,  after  his  return  home, 
went  to  the  corn-patch  where  he  supposed  his 
household  treasures  were  concealed,  and  after 
having  searched  if  over  and  over,  without  avail, 
was  on  the  point  of  giving  up  the  search  in 
despair,  when  he  heard  the  faint  wail  of  a child, 
which  seemed  to  come  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  creek.  He  then  found  them  and  accom- 
panied them  to  their  cabin.  After  the  murder 
ol  Whitson  lie  set  about  making  preparations 
for  his  departure  from  the  settlement.  lie 
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.skirted  the  run,  expecting  that  the  day  would 
come  when  he  would  return  and  exhume  it. 
He  made  a rail  of  logs,  tied  together  with 
hickory  withes,  upon  which  he  placed  his  wife 
and  children,  and  floated  with  them  down  Penn’s 
Creek.  After  the  war  was  over  he  returned 
and  found  some  apple-trees  which  he  had  planted 
hefnre  his  liegira,  Pending  under  their  weight 
of  fruit  ; hut  the  concealed  stove  for  many  years 
eluded  all  attempts  to  find  it.  Many  and  many 
a tim 1 did  the  old  gentleman,  in  after-years, 
with  stick  in  hand,  go  over  the  meadow  prod- 
ding it  at  ('very  point  where  he  thought  the 
errant  stove  was  concealed,  until  at  last,  after 
many  years  of  persisting  search,  it  was  at  last 
struck  and  brought  forth  to  the  lightofday.  Mr. 
Shively  lived  to  an  extreme  old  age,  dying  in 
IS  12,  aged  almost  ninety-two  years.  1 1 c had 
sons, — Daniel,  w ho  moved  to  Ohio  ; Christi an, 
who  moved  to  (Marion  ( Dimly,  Pa.;  ( loorge, 
who  lived  and  died  on  the  old  place  in  lNol, 
where  Jacob  S.  Shivel y,  a grandson  of  the  settler 
of  anto-Ilevolutionary  times,  now  lives;  John, 
who  died  in  18(12,  aged  nearly  eighty-six  years, 
at  the  place  on  Penn’s  ( 'reek,  now  the  property 
of  Jacob  lx  lose,  where  he  also  had  a saw-mill, 
now  George  Karick’s  ; Henry,  who  had  a tan- 
nery near  White  Spring  (he  was  found  dead). 

An  old  Indian  was  killed  by  a young  girl,  in 
what  is  now  Limestone  township,  under  the 
following  circumstances  : 

On  July  Id,  1780,  a man  named  Baltzer 
Ixlinesmith,  who  lived  on  the  north  side  of  the 
mountain  which  separates  Buffalo  Valley  from 
(he  valley  in  which  New  Berlin  is  situated, 
started  to  the  harvest-field  in  company  with  his 
two  daughters,  Catharine  and  Elizabeth,  aged 
eighteen  and  sixteen  years,  and  while  on  the 
way  they  were  met  by  a band  of  Indians,  who 
killed  and  scalped  the  father  and  took  the  two 
girls  prisoners,  and  brought  tlicm  to  the  spring 
on  the  south  side  of  the  mountain,  just  outside 
ol’ the  boundary  ol  the  borough  of  New  Berlin. 
There  I hoy  stayed  all  night.  The  nex  t day  I he  In- 
dians went  out  on  a scout,  leaving  the  two  girls 
in  charge  of  an  old  Indian,  who  busied  himself 
in  cleaning  and  drying  the  bloody  scalp  of  the 
murdered  Klmesmith  m the  presence  of  Ins 


daughters.  After  lie  had  finished  this  job  to 
bis  satisfaction,  as  it  bad  commenced  to  rain,  he 
sat  down  under  a sapling,  leaning  his  back 
against  it,  and  directed  the  girls  by  motions  to 
gather  brush  to  cover  a sack  of  Hour,  which 
stood  near  by,  and  thus  protect  it  from  the  rain. 
W hilst  the  girls  were  thus  employed  the  old  In- 
dian fell  asleep  and  began  to  nod.  The  younger 
girl,  Elizabeth,  seeing  this,  picked  up  an  axe, 
which  lay  by  the  side  of  the  old  Indian,  and, 
motioning  to  her  sister  to  run,  she  sent  the  axe 
crashing  into  the  skull  and  brain  of  the  old 
man  and  ran.  The  old  man  gave  a fearful  yell, 
which  was  heard  by  the  other  Indians,  who  were 
on  their  return.  The  girls  separated  as  they 
ran.  The  returning  Indians  espied  Catharine, 
gave  a yell  and  started  in  pursuit  of  her,  and 
shot  at  her  just  as  she  was  springing  over  the 
trunk  of  a prostrate  tree  that  had  been  torn  out 
by  its  roots.  The  ball  entered  below  the  right 
shoulder-blade  and  came  out  at  her  side — she 
bore  the  scars  of  this  wound  to  her  dying  day. 
binding  that  she  was  wounded  and  that  the 
tree,  which  she  had  just  then  sprung  over,  af- 
forded a convenient  hiding-place,  she  crept 
under  the  tree  and  close  to  it,  and  soon  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  and  bearing  (he  Indians 
pass  over  the  tree  or  log  under  which  she  lay  and 
continuing  their  pursuit  of  her.  Elizabeth  had 
in  the  mean  time  reached  Beatty’s  harvest-field 
and  given  the  alarm.  The  reapers,  as  was  the 
custom  then,  had  their  rifles  near  at  hand,  w hich 
they  immediately  grasped  and  went  in  search  of 
the  Indians  and  Catharine.  The  Indians  es- 
caped and  Catharine  was  found  ; she  was  much 
weakened  from  loss  of  blood;  but  she  had  taken 
off  her  apron  and  with  it  stanched  the  blood 
of  her  wounds.  She  soon  recovered  and  lived 
to  survive  two  husbands.  She  first  married 
Daniel  Campbell,  a soldier  of  the  lievolutionary 
W ar,  and  had  by  him  two  children, — John,  who 
died  near  Mifllinlmrg,  and  Ann,  who  married 
Samuel  B.  Barber,  who,  as  before  stated,  moved 
to  Illinois.  Daniel  Campbell  died  April  22, 
17!h‘>.  Her  next,  husband  was  Hubert  Cham- 
bers, wdio  lived  at  (be  place  long  owned  bv 
Samuel  Bellman,  now  owned  by  Aaron  K lose. 
She  also  survived  him.  There  are  persons  still 
living  in  the  neighborhood  of  Whitt  Springs 
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and  in  M itllinburg  who  have  often  heard  Mis. 
Chambers  relate  with  her  own  lips  this  thrilling 
adventure  of  her  youth. 

In  18.48,  Moses  Vr  an  Cam  pen,  a celebrated 
Indian  lighter,  llien  living  in  the  Stale  of  New 
York,  applied  to  the  United  Stales  government 
for  a pension  by  a petition,  which  is  full  of  in- 
terest. From  this  . petition  the  following  ex- 
tract is  made,  as  it  is  very  reasonably  supposed 
to  refer  to  the  party  of  Indians  of  which  the 
murderers  of  Klinesmith  wore  a part. 

“ In  the  summer  of  1780  a man  was  taken  prisoner 
in  Buffalo  and  escaped,  lie  came  in  and  reported 
there  were  about  three  hundred  Indians  on  the  Sin- 
ncmalioning  hunting  and  laying  in  a store  of  provis- 
ions, and  would  make  a descent  on  the  frontiers ; that 
they  would  divide  into  small  parties,  and  attack  the 
whole  chain  of  the  frontier  at  the  same  time,  on  the 
same  day.  Colonel  Hunter  selected  a party  of  five 
to  reconnoitre,  viz.:  Captain  Campbell,  Peter  and 

Michael  Grove,  Lieutenant  Cramer  and  myself. 
The  party  was  called  the  Grove  party.  We  carried 
with  us  three  weeks’  provisions,  and  proceeded  up  the 
West  Branch  with  much  caution  and  care.  We 
reached  the  Sinnemahoning,  but  made  no  discovery 
but  old  tracks.  We  marched  up  the  Sinnemahoning 
so  far  that  we  were  satisfied  it  was  a false  report.  We 
returned,  and  a little  below  the  Sinnemahoning,  near 
night,  we  discovered  a smoke.  We  were  confident  it 
was  a party  of  Indians,  which  we  must  have  passed 
by,  or  they  got  there  some  other  way.  We  discovered 
there  was  a large  party,  how  many  we  could  not  tell, 
but  we  prepared  for  the  attack. 

“ As  soon  as  it  was  dark  we  new-primed  our  rifles, 
sharpened  our  Hints,  examined  our  tomahawk  handles 
and  all  being  ready,  we  waited  with  great  impatience 
till  they  all  lay  down.  The  time  came,  and  with  the 
utmost  silence  we  advanced,  trailed  our  rilles  in  one 
hand,  and  the  tomahawk  in  the  other.  The  night 
was  warm ; we  found  some  of  them  rolled  in  their 
blankets  a rod  or  two  from  their  fires.  Having  got 
among  them,  we  first  handled  our  tomahawks.  They 
rose  like  a dark  cloud.  We  now  fired  our  shots  and 
raised  the  war-yell.  They  took  to  flight  in  the  ut- 
most (confusion,  but  few  taking  time  to  pick  up  their 


as  Penn's  Creek,  and  had  killed  and  scalped  two  or 
three  families.  We  found  several  scalps  of  different 
ages  which  they  had  taken,  and  a large  quantity  of 
domestic  cloth,  which  was  carried  to  Northumber- 
land, and  given  to  the  distressed  who  had  escaped 
t he  Uni fc  and  tomahawk.” 

In  17.SO  the  name  of  Edward  Tale  appears 


upon  the  assessment  roll  ol  Buffalo  township. 
On  May  h,  1782,  he,  being  til  the  time  a pri- 
vate in  Captain  George  Overmcir’s  company, 
was  shot  through  the  foot  in  tin  engagement 
with  the  Indians,  somewhere  between  Milllin- 
bnr«r  and  Wehr’s  tavern.  “A  number  of  the 

O 

company  were  on  a scout,  and  were  talking  at 
the  time  ol' the  merits  of  llieir  respective  guns. 
One  said  he  could  shoot  the  drop  from  an  In- 
dian’s nose.  Just  at  that  moment  the  Indians, 
who  were  in  ambush,  fired  upon  them  and 
several  fell.  Tate,  who  was  wounded,  ran  and 
concealed  himself.  An  Indian  in  pursuit  came 
near  to  where  lie  lay  concealed,  and  looked  over 
the  fence,  but  did  not  discover  him.” — Linn's 
Annals.  It  is  said  that  two  men,  named  Lee 
and  Rcznor,  were  killed  at  the  time,  and  that 
their  bodies  were  taken  over  to  Captain  Over- 
meir’s,  near  New  Berlin,  and  buried  in  the  old 
grave-yard  near  Penn’s  Creek.  Edward  Tate 
died  in  Mitllinburg — or  Yoiuigmanstown,  :ts  it 
was  then  called — in  171)4.  II  is  soil  AVilliam, 
who  was  married  to  a daughter  of  Hugh  Beatty, 
died  in  Hartley  township  in  18.7!),  about  a mile 
and  a half  north  of  Tlartleton,  where  he  had 
lived  for  a number  of  years,  and  had  erected 
a saw-mill,  still  in  existence.  v 

Between  1775  and  1778  Robert  Chambers, 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Cluinibcrsburg,  in 
Franklin  County  (then  Cumberland),  became 
the  owner  of  the  land  which  is  now  embraced 
in  the  Aaron  Klose,  Benjamin  Chambers,  Jo- 
seph Chambers  and  William  Chambers  farms. 
A cabin  was  erected,  and  some  patches  cleared 
and  cultivated;  but,  owing  to  the  uncertainty 
of  affairs  and  the  disturbed  condition  of  the 
country,  he  did  not  reside  there  himself  per- 
manently, and  did  not  bring  to  his  new  home 
his  wife  and  daughters  and  younger  sons.  Ilis 
son  James  wa~  one  of  the  patrols  who  were 
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A arrows,  in  May,  17<;0.  Be  tore  the  close  of 
the  war  Air.  Chambers  died,  and  was  buried 
in  Cumberland  County.  His  sons,  Robert, 
Benjamin  and  Joseph,  after  the  restoration  of 
tranquillity,  came  up  to  Limestone,  and  had 
the  property  divided  between  them.  Their 
mother  died  in  17!>7,  and  is  buried  in  the 
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Lewis  grave-yard.  Robert  (2d)  had  what  is 
now  the  Aaron  Klose  farm ; lie  died  in  1825. 
Hi-  children  wort;  Mary  (married  to  Joseph 
Musset-,  Esq.,  of  AI  illliiiburg  ; they  moved  to 
the  West),  Reheeea  (married  to  John  A.  Van 
Yal/,ah,  Esq.;  Loth  dead)  and  Robert  (who 
a Im>  went  West). 

Joseph  ( 'bombers  had  the  farms  now  owned 
hy  William  Chambers  and  doseph  Chambers. 
1 1 is  children  were  Robert,  Sally,  Rebecca,  Ben- 
jamin, Thomas,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Alary,  Pas- 
cliall  and  Ellen.  Of  the  sons,  Robert,  Benja- 
min, Thomas,  Samuel  and  Baseball  removed  to 
Stephenson  County,  111.,  as  did  also  the  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  married  to  Joseph  Haves.  'The 
daughters,  Sally  and  Rebecca,  died  in  Union 
County.  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Foster, 
ol'  West  Buffalo.  Joseph  and  his  son,  William, 
are  the  owners  of  the  old  Joseph  Chambers 
farm. 

Benjamin’s  share  of  his  father’s  land  was 
where  his  youngest  son,  Benjamin,  lived  until 
about  1 883,  and  which  he  still  owns.  Benja- 
min’s sons  were  James  (the  venerable  presi- 
dent of  the  Alifllinburg  Bank,  still  living), 
Robert  (who  died  near  Alifllinburg  in  1804), 
and  Benjamin  (living  just  outside  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Afifllinburg,  in  Limestone  township). 
His  daughters  were  Alarv,  Elizabeth  and 
Sally  (living  in  Milllinburg);  Rhoda  (who  was 
married  to  Thomas  Martin);  Caroline  (mar- 
ried to  Andrew  Forster)  and  Iveziah  (married 
to  George  X.  Youngman,  Esq.,  of  Alifllinburg). 

In  1799  Henry  Sanders  came  from  Lancas- 
ter Comity,  and  settled  in  Limestone  township, 
about  a mile  below  the  Centreville  bridge, 
where  a Sanders  has  been  living  ever  since, 
his  grandson,  Jonathan  Sanders,  being  the 
present  proprietor.  Air.  Sanders  died  in  1 SAC), 
aged  eighty-two  years.  II  is  sons  were  Henry, 
David,  John  and  Jacob.  David  moved  to 
Western  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died,  in  1878; 
John  died  in  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  in  I87(i; 
Jacob  removed  to  Sandusky  ( 'ounty,  Ohio. 

1 1 enry  Sanders,  J r.,  succeeded  his  lather  in 
the  ownership  of  the  family  home;  was  elected 
a commissioner  of  Union  (’ounty  in  18  II,  and 
died  January  I I,  1 87*),  aged  seventy-four  years. 

His  children,  all  of  whom  reside  in  Union  and 


Snyder  Counties,  are  Joseph,  living  in  Lewis 
township;  Jonathan,  in  Lime-tone;  Jacob,  in 
New  Berlin;  Henry  K.,  in  Centreville,  Snyder 
County,  Pa.;  Mary,  married  to  Daniel  Rcber, 

of  Limestone;  and  Catherine,  widow  of  

Smith,  in  New  Berlin. 

In  1812  Simon  Welir  commenced  to  keep 
tavern  at  the  place  ever  since  known  as  Welir’s. 
The  township  elections  are  held  here,  but  of 
late  years  the  tavern  has  been  discontinued. 

1 1 is  son,  Peter  Welir,  still  occupies  the  old  tav- 
ern as  a farm-house. 

Solomon  Ivleckuer,  in  1793,  bought  one- 
fourth  of  the  Captain  Irvine  tract  (one  of  the 
officers’  surveys),  where  his  son  George  died. 
The  place  was  sold  in  1835  to  William  Forster 
(now  Dr.  William  F.  Seebold’s).  He  was  also 
the  owner  of  several  farms  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  township,  south  of  the  Limestone  Ridge, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Hoys,  where  he 
died  in  1837,  aged  seventy-two  years,  lie  was 
also  the  owner,  for  many  years,  of  the  mill  at 
New  Berlin.  Several  of  his  sons  went  West. 
Ilis  son  Jacob  died  on  the  old  homestead; 
William  K.  died  near  Vicksburg,  leaving  sons 
and  daughters  resident  in  the  county;  Alichael 
has  been  for  more  than  fifty  years  a resident  of 
New  Berlin  (he  served  as  county  treasurer 
from  18  11  to  1843,  county  commissioner  from 
18(14  to  18(17  and  sheriff  from  1870  to  1873). 

In  1793  Christopher  Scebold  became,  the 
owner  of  the  mill  built  bv  James  Watson. 
This  mill  has  been  owned  by  a Seebold  ever 
since  that  time.  Christopher  Seebold  was  a 
native  of  the  kingdom  of  Wiirtemberg,  and  was 
brought  to  America  when  a child  seven  years 
old.  He  came  from  what  is  now  Lebanon 
County,  Pa.,  to  Union  County,  and  died  in 
181  1,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three;  buried  at 
New  Berlin.  He  had  two  sons,  John  and 
Christopher.  .John  became  the  owner  of  the 
mill,  which  is  still  in  the  hands  of  his  posterity. 
Christopher  kept  a tavern  in  New  Berlin  and 
was  the  owner  of  the  lots  on  which  the  court- 
house and  olliees  for  the  county  of  Union  were 
located  at  the  time  New  Berlin  was  chosen  as 
the  county-seat  for  the  new  county  ol  Union. 
In  1813  lie  was  appointed  a justice  of  the 
peace.  In  182U  he  was  elected  county  treasurer 
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of  (lie  county.  lie  had  three*  sons  and  six 
daughters — Betsy,  married  to  Long,  Polly, 
married  to  Pontius,  and  Catharine,  married  to 
Hummel,  all  moved  to  the  West;  Nancy  and 
Sally  hot  It  died  in  1824,  at  New  Berlin;  Han- 
nah, the  youngest,  was  married  to  Ahraham 
Schoch,  a resident  of  New  Berlin.  M.  L. 
Schoeh,  Ksi|.,  is  thoir  son. 

The  sons  of  the  second  Christopher  were 
Philip,  Christopher  and  John.  The  last-named 
is  still  living  in  New  Berlin  in  his  eighty-third 
year,  the  oldest  man  in  the  ho  rough.  1 1 is  step 
is  still  elastic,  his  intellect  unimpaired  and 
health  good.  Philip  was  sheriff  of  the  county 
from  1825  to  1828,  and  died  in  1874,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six,  leaving  a largo  family  of 
sons  and  daughters.  Christopher  died  a lew 
years  ago  at  an  advanced  age.  Philip  and 
Christopher  lived  on  adjoining  farms  about  one 
and  a half  miles  west  of  New  Berlin. 

The  Bellman  family  is  of  Dutch  origin. 
Conrad  Cornelius  Pcllman  was  born  in  Geldcr- 
land,  Holland,  in  1751,  and  came  to  America 
toward  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  was  a physician,  settled  in  Berks  County, 
Pa.,  and  there  followed  his  profession  and  mar- 
ried Mary  Kline,  and  died  there  December  2!), 
1803,  in  his  fifty-third  year,  leaving  a widow 
and  six  sons — Samuel,  Cornelius,  Charles,  John, 
David  and  George — and  two  daughters, — Re- 
becca, married  to  Michael  K.  Boyer,  of  Reading, 

Pa.;  and  Maria,  married  to Lutz,  of  West 

Buffalo  township,  Union  Countv.  Cornelius 
came  to  Union  County  about  1825,  and  finally 
settled  in  IJmcstone  township.  He  died  in 
New  Berlin  in  1881. 

Samuel  Pcllman  was  born  in  Amity  township, 
Berks  County,  Pa.,  September  23,  1794  ; learn- 
ed the  trade  of  a blacksmith,  and  followed  that 
vocation,  varied  with  an  occasional  term  of 
teaching  school,  until  his  marriage  with  Mary 
Wolf,  of  Hamburg,  Berks  County,  Pa.  lie 
then  went  to  farming  in  Berks  County,  and  1 
alter  a few  years  spent  there  in  that  business 
removed  to  the  Robert  Chambers  farm,  in  Lime- 
stone township,  which  he  purchased  in  1832. 
In  1 Still  he  retired  from  his  farm  to  Mi  111  in  burg,  j 
and  died  therein  1875,  July  25th,  in  his  eighty- 
first  year.  His  sons  were  David  W.,  living  in 


! Limestone,  on  the  Paschal  1 Lewis  farm;  Lewis 
C.,  living  in  Hartleton  ; and  Oliver  K.,  who 
died  before  his  father,  leaving  one  son.  1 1 is 
daughters  were  Helen,  married  to  Robert  V. 
Glover,  of  Hartleton;  Anna  M.,  married  to 
Richard  V.  B.  Lincoln,  of  Hartley;  and  Rebec- 
ca, married  to  Janies  Glover,  Esq.,  also  of  Hart- 
ley. 

There  was  a mill  on  Penn’s  Creek,  on  what 
is  now  Air.  Spangler’s  farm,  which  went  by  the 
! name  of  Mitchell’s  Upper  Mill  ; it  was  also  for 
some  years  known  as  Schwenk’s.  'The  mill 
has  been  torn  down  for  many  years,  and  all 
vestiges  of  it  have  disappeared.  There  was  also 
another  mill  on  Penn’s  Creek,  about  half  a mile 
above  Now  Berlin,  known  at  different  periods 
in  its  history  as  Long’s,  Pellman’s  and  Mitchell’s 
Lower  Mill.  This  mill  also  has  ceased  operations 
fora  number  of years,  but  the  building  is  still 
in  existence. 

Schools. — Those  persons  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  township  sent  their  children  to  Drcis- 
baeli’s  Church,  where  a school-house  was  built 
at  an  early  day.  There  was  a school-houSc 
built  before  1800  near  White  Spring  Alill. 
Alexander  Templeton,  John  Holmes  and  Rob- 
ert. Taylor  taught  here.  About  1820  another 
school-house  was  built  on  the  same  lot,  which 
was  given  by  Robert  Barber,  Esq.  This  school- 
house  was  considered  a model  in  its  day. 

John  H.  Ilickok,  an  excellent  teacher,  de- 
signed it.  This  school-house  at  White  Springs 
was  built  with  a dwelling  in  the  one  end  for  the 
teacher.  Among  the  teachers  here  were  George 
N.  Yotmgman,  Michael  II.  Weaver,  David 
Mizcncr  and  Charles  Hill.  There  was  a school- 
house  where  Philip  Deater  now  lives.  The  free 
schools  were  put  in  operation  in  1837,  and  sev- 
eral school-houses  were  built  by  Samuel  Hoover 
— at  Stees’,  near  Cent  revi  lie  Bridge,  and  one 
about  midway  between  New  Berlin  and  Ccntre- 
villc  Bridge.  The  directors  built  two  houses  to 
take  the  place  of  the  old  one  at  White  Springs 
one  on  the  road  from  White  Springs  Mill  to 
Penn’s  Creek,  flic  other  on  the  western  end  of 
I).  W.  Pellman’s  farm.  There  arc  now  seven 
school-houses  in  the  township. 

Ciiruen I’s. — No  denomination  of  Christians 
has  a church  in  Limestone  except  the  German 
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I 1 1 1 1 ist  I hinkers,  w'lio,  iii  I .SI!  t,  built  one  about 
two  miles  west  of  Milllinburg.  It  1 1 ms  ii  base- 
ment, in  which  is  the  culinary  department,  and 
an  attic  fitted  up  as  a dormitory  lor  the  accom- 
modation of  brethren  from  a distance  on  the 
recurrence  of  the  annual  love- feasts. 

The  Presbyterians  and  Methodists  have  their 
[•linreli  connections  moslK  at  M illlinburg.  The 
loTormed  and  Lutheran  members  go  to  Milllin- 
hiii'g,  New  .Berlin  or  Centrevillc.  Preachers  of 
the  Kvangelical  Association  preach  in  the  White 
Spring's  School -house. 

There  is  no  post-office  in  the  township.  There 
was  one,  atone  time,  at  White  Springs,  between 
I sill)  and  1805,  but  it  was  discontinued. 

S.  C.  Wilt,  of  Hartlcton,  and  J.  Boudc  Bar- 
her,  a son  of  Robert  Barber,  Jr.,  kept  a store 
at  W hite  Springs  in  1830,  but  soon  discontinued 
it;  in  1X00  Joseph  S.  Raudenbush  started  a 
'tore  there,  but  in  a few  years  removed  to  Vicks- 
burg. J.  Newton  Chambers  is  the  present  mer- 
chant there. 


BIOG  R A PI  IICAL  SKETCHES. 


samuel  peiylm ax. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Berks  County, 
Pa.,  was  Dr.  Conrad  Bellman,  who  was  born 
February  2,  1751,  in  Vankum,  Holland.  1 1 is 
lather,  A mold  Pel  I man,  was  born  near  Maas- 
tricht, Holland,  whose  wife  was  Maria  Van  den 
Vaero,  who  was  born  in  Grubben  Vorst,  Gel- 
derland.  They  died,  and  were  buried  in 
Mcerloe,  Holland.  Conrad  Pcllman  studied 
medicine  at  the  College  of  Surgeons,  in  Amster- 
dam, Holland,  and  served  as  “ surgeon  to  the 
Regiment  of  Yagers  in  tin*  service  of  his  Serene 
1 Ugliness,  the  Alangrave  of  A nspach,  in  the  sub- 
,'idics  of  Great  Britain  during  the  war  in 
America.”  As  shown  by  memorials  and  cer- 
tificates (now  in  possession  of  the  family)  given 
hv  men  high  in  authority  in  the  Mnglish  gov- 
ernment, he  was  a surgeon  of  ability  and  note, 
and  intended  at  the  close  ol  his  service  settling 
in  Nova  Scotia.  lie  returned  with  his  regiment 
to  Holland  in  1783,  and  two  years  after  sailed 
from  Amsterdam  to  America,  landing,  it  is  be- 
lieved, in  New  York.  lie  at  once  went  to 


Berks  County  and  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  lie  look  the  oath  of  allegiance 
in  < )ley  township  on  the  ltltli  day  of  October, 

1 7X(i.  He  was  a skillful  surgeon  and  success- 
ful physician,  and  continued  in  practice  in 
Berks  County  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
December  21),  1X03.  ( )n  the  ltltli  day  of  Sep- 

tember, I 7 8 < I , he  married  Miss  Mary  Kline, 
who  was  born  in  Amity  township,  Berks 
County,  November  30,  1703,  and  died  in  Union 
County,  January  2!),  1850.  Their  children 
were  John,  Jacob,  David,  Samuel,  George  K., 
Charles,  Maria,  Cornelius  and  Rebecca;  the  last 
named  was  married  to  Michael  K.  Boyer,  still  liv- 
ing in  Reading,  Pa.  David  served  in  the 
United  States  navy  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  in 
181 5 shipped  in  the  merchant  marine  and  sailed, 
since  when  nothing  has  been  heard  of  him  or  the 
vessel. 

Samuel  Pcllman,  of  whom  this  sketch  is 
written,  was  born  in  Amity  township,  Berks 
County,  September  23,  1704.  He  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  township  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father  resided  with  his  uncle, 
Abraham  Kline.  He  attended  the  district 
school  during  his  boyhood,  and  after  becoming 
of  age  spent  some  time  at  the  Reading  schools, 
thus  becoming  a good  scholar  for  that  day.  lie 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmithing,  and  followed 
the  business  in  Amity  township,  Berks  County, 
for  several  years.  He  then  purchased  a farm 
in  the  above-named  township,  on  which  he  re- 
sided until  1832,  when  he  sold  his  Berks 
County  property  and  came  to  Union  County 
and  purchased  of  the  estate  of  Robert  Chambers, 
in  Limestone  township,  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Aaron  Ivlosc,  and  on  which  he  resided  many 
years.  As  a farmer,  Mr.  Bellman  was  very 
successful,  and,  although  he  never  engaged  in 
any  other  business,  he  made  a fortune,  which, 
for  his  time,  was  considered  a very  large  one, 
and  his  success  was  abundant  proof  that  in  ihe 
pursuit  of  agriculture,  as  in  any  other  pursuit, 
strict  attention  to  business  and  intelligently  ap- 
plied labor  would  reap  a rich  reward.  As  a 
business  man,  his  honor  and  integrity  were 
never  (picstioncd  ; as  neighbor  and  friend,  his 
memory  is  still  held  in  high  esteem  ; in  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  but  never  a politician,  his 
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time  and  energies  being  given  entirely  to  his 
liunily  and  his  business  interests.  For  many 
years  lie  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  died  in  that  faith  on  the  ‘doth  day  of  July, 
I 87b.  On  I In1  til  h day  of  February,  IS  do,  he 
was  joined  by  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  W’olll’, 
who  was  born  August  1 9, 1 80G,  in  Rcrks  County, 
Fa.,  and  was  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Re- 
becca (Shat/)  Wolff,  whose  ancestors  originally 
came  from  Germany,  and  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Forks  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


^ F.,  Richard  V.  R.,  Jr.,  and  Annie  R.  llelxcca, 
born  .June  !l,  183d;  died  March  J 1 , 1873; 
married,  1 Sob, -James  ( i lover  ; children  of  Re- 
becca arc  A nun  M.,  I /aura,  Charles  F.,  Oliver 
W . II.  and  Lewis.  Lanin  C.,  born  duly  Id, 
I Nbo,  married  Miss  Lena  ilockiuan;  one  child, 
.Mary.  Oliver  /v.,  born  February  d 7 , 1839; 
married,  December  5,  I8(!b,  Miss  Sal  lie  >S. 
Swengel  ; one  child,  Oliver  K. 


Pullman  were  born  six  children,  viz., — IFclcn , j 
born  May  d,  1827  ; married,  March  11,  18bd, 
to  Robert  V.  Glover;  her  children  are  Horace  I 
P.,  dames,  Oliver,  Mary  IT,  Samuel  P.,  dolm 
Newton  and  David  L.  David  IP.,  born  March  j 
It!,  1829;  married  October  Id,  lSol,  Miss  j 
Matilda  Reber;  their  children  are  M urv  A .,  Ada  1 
L.,  Minerva  d.,  and  Helen  ( '.  Anna,  born  I 
May  29,  1831  ; married,  August  lb,  I Sbd,  ' 
Richard  V.  P>.  Lincoln;  children  — dolm! 
W.,  Samuel  F.,  Mark  11.,  Hannah  M.,  Louis  j 


omvku  k.  PKr.i.MAX. 

( )1  i ver  K.  Pellman  was  born  in  Limestone 
township,  Union  County,  Pa.,  on  the  27th  day 
of  February,  1839.  Reared  on  the  farm  whereon 
he  was  born,  by  indulgent  parents,  whose  young- 
est son  he  was,  he  was  taught  that  labor 
was  honorable,  and  that  fortune  and  success 
were  obtained  only  by  earnest  effort,  and  that 
industry  and  integrity  were  the  only  sure  foun- 
dations for  both.  1 1 is  bovhood  days  were  spent 
in  working  on  the  farm  and  attending  the  dis- 
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i . i- 1 school  in  his  neighborhood.  W hen 

oars  old  lie  was  sen!  to  the  M illlinbiirg  Acad- 
mu’,  then  presided  over  by  l)r.  Fisher.  1 1 is 
attendance  at  the  academy  was  marked  by  stu- 
di.ms  habits  and  by  being  among  the  lore  most 
in  his  classes.  1 1 is  predilections  were  in  favor 
a professional  life,  and  he  would  have  chosen 
tin;  medical  profession  had  he  followed  the 
dictates  of*  h is  own  inclinations;  but  his  lather's 
he -ire  was  to  see  him  a successful  farmer,  and, 
In  deference  to  his  father’s  wishes,  ( Miver  decided 


Mr.  Poll  man  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  most 
popular  and  highly-esteemed  young  men  of  his 
time,  and  his  early  death  was  mourned  and 
deeply  regretted  by  all.  On  the  Oth  day  of 
December.,  A.  i>.  1800,  he  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Sal  lie  S.,  (.laughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Miller) Swengel,  who  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin township,  Snyder  County,  Pa.,  April  2 1, 
I 8;>7.  To  them  was  born  one  child,  Oliver  lv., 
on  the  20th  day  of  December,  1 <S (J G . Airs.  Oli- 
ver K.  Pcllman  is  a descendant  of  an  old  fam- 


that  in  agricultural  pursuits  he  would  at  least 
find  fortune  and  happiness.  After  graduating 
at  the  academy  he  taught  school  several  terms, 
and  as  a teacher  was  very  successful.  After  his 
marriage  lie  succeeded  his  father  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  home  (arm,  which  he  carried  on  sue- 
cessfully  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
80th  day  of  October,  1807.  In  eai  dy  youth  he 
became  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  then 
in  charge  of  Pev.  J.  G.  Anspach.  lie  was  a 
fine  tenor-singer,  and  was  for  years,  and  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  a member  of  the  choir. 


the  Swengel  family  having  been  residents  there- 
of for  many  years.  Her  father,  John  Swengel, 
was  born  in  what  is  now  Snyder  County  in 
1805,  and  died  in  1875.  lie  was  twice  married; 
his  first  wife  was  Miss  Sarah  Miller,  to  whom 
was  born  Charles  P.,  who  is  an  ore-dealer  in 
Centre  County,  and  married  Jane  Vallersehamp, 
of  New  Berlin,  Pa.;  David  T.,  who  is  a dentist 
of  prominence  in  Aberdeen,  D.  T.  (lie  is  a 
graduate  of  Baltimore  Dental  College) ; Sarah, 
the  wife  of  O.  K.  Pcllman;  and  John  G.  M., 
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who  is  minister  of  the  gospel  in  the  Evangel- 
ical Church,  and  is  in  charge  of  Lock  Haven 
Circuit.  ] To  is  married  to  Miss  Jemima  Dunkei 
daughter  of  Martin  Dunkei,  of  Buffalo  Valley. 
Mr.  iSwengel’s  second  wife’s  name  was  Surah 
Frantz,  to  whom  was  born  Uriah  l1’.,  who  is 
also  a.  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  is  one  ol  the 
editors  of  the  English  Sunday-school  literature 
of  the  Evangelical  Church  ; Edwin,  also  a min- 
ister of  the  gospel,  in  charge  at  Newport,  Der- 
ry County,  Pa.  (he  married  Martha  Diehl,  oi 
Light  Street,  Columbia  County,  Pa.);  Mary  J., 
married  to  P.  McMands,  of  Philadelphia ; 
Esther  L.,  unmarried  and  living  with  her  moth- 
er ; Ada  S.,  married  to  AV.  I1’.  Brown,  of  the 
firm  of  Brown  & Dunkei,  of  Lewisburgh,  Pa.; 
Amon  AV.,  who  is  also  a minister  of  the  gospel 
in  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  is  now  located 
in  Nittany  \7alley  Circuit,  Centre  County,  and 
is  unmarried. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

GREGG  TOWNSHIP. 

Gregg  appears  as  Gregg  in  (March,  I860,  by 
act  of  Assembly,  March  21,  1865.  It  was 
“Brady”  before  that.  At  September  term, 
1865,  petition  was  made  for  appointment  of 
constables  and  overseers,  school  directors  and 
auditors.  The  more  particular  account  of  its 
erection  is  given  in  the  general  account  of  the 
formation  of  the  county. 

The  valley  has  been  designated  AVhiteDeer 
Hole  Ar alley — the  singular  fact  being  that  there 
is  a AVhite  J>;er  Creek  and 
Creek,  which  h.vt  a humorous  deri 
ever,  authentic.  But,  no  doubt 
the  creek  were  the  real  origin. 

After  crossing  the  ridge,  now  by  a winding, 
hilly  road, — it  used  to  be  by  a precipitous  road 
along  the  river,  which  the  railroad  now  occu- 
pies,— we  come  in  on  the  settlement  made, 
in  1787,  by  John  Foley,  who  came  from 
Tewksbury  township, Hunterdon  County,  N.  J., 
with  a wife  and  seven  children — Jacob,  Bar- 
bara,   , John,  David,  Naomi  and  Fanny. 

lie  built  a log  cabin  about  two  hundred  feet 
from  where  the  dwelling-house  of  the  late 


Charles  Cudykunst  stands,  and  within  four 
or  live  years  built  the  first  grist-mill,  with  hut 
one  pair  of  grinding-stones,  lie  went  hack  to 
Now  Jersey  in  18i)l),  hut  returned,  and  died 
here  in  1822,  at  the  age  ol  seventy.  Earley 
was  a millwright.  The  Tinhrookcs  purchased 
all  the  lands  about  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  mid 
Ludwig  Stilzel  purchased  from  Tinbruoke.  He 
lmilt  an  oil-mill  and  forgo,  and  commenced  to 
erect  a new  mill  in  1820,  about  which  time  lie 
died.  Charles  S.  Cudykunst,  his  son-in-law, 
completed  it.  The  forgo  was  in  operation  until 
1828,  and  the  oil-mill  until  1830,  when  it  was 
changed  to  a clover-mill.  Cudykunst  died  in 
1866,  and  the  mill  was  taken  in  partition  by 
James  Gudykunst,  and  by  him  sold  to  John  II. 
Follmer,  who  remodeled  it  into  a roller-mill  in 
1883.  The  forge  was  turned  into  a distillery 
and  used  as  such  for  about  five  years. 

Thomas  AVcisner  occupied  a cabin  on  the 
river-bank,  near  where  the  bridge  at  Union- 
town  now  crosses  the  river  Susquehanna,  about 
half  a mile  north  of  Rachel  AVecks’. 

John  Rumsey,  occupied  a cabin  on  the  river- 
bank,  north  of  AVeisner’s,  and  had  a wife  and 
nine  children,  and  a small  farm  here. 

George  Gray  occupied  a cabin  on  the  river- 
bank,  about  three-quarters  of  a mile  north  of 
Ramsey’s,  and  had  a wife  and  three  children. 

(Marcus  Haling  occupied  a cabin  on  the 
river-bank,  about  three  hundred  yards  north 
of  Gray’s,  and  had  a wife  and  five  children, 
lie  talked  English,  and  was  a blacksmith.  lie 
lie  afterwards  moved  to  New  York  State. 


Hole  Creek,  a little  west  of  theAVidow  Weeks’. 
He  acted  as  a justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years,  and  died  here  on  the  7th  of  December, 
1841,  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  His 
remains  lie  buried  in  the  Presbyterian  grave- 
yard. 

Peter  Dougherty,  an  Irishman,  occupied  a 
cabin  on  the  White  Deer  Hole  Creek,  about  a 
mile  and  a quarter  above  the  mouth  of  the 
creek.  He  had  a wife  and  children,  and  after- 
wards moved. 


lie  is  supposed  to  have  been  a cousin  of  Mar- 
Yhite  Leer  Hole-  ] 011.-:  Huh ntr,  who  lived  .it  Milton. 

how-  Cornelius  A’anfioet,  a Now  Jerseyrnan,  oeeti- 
tue  pools  in  | pied  a cabin  that  stood  on  the  White  Deer 
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j Klo&nor  Brown,  commonly  called  “Nellie 
brown,”  was  the  widow  o!  Matthew  Drown, 
.ilivudy  noticed,  and  occupied  a eahin  on 
die  White  .Deer  Hole  Creek,  about  two  and 
i half  miles  west  of  its  mouth.  She  died  at 
i.  r son’s,  William  Brown’s,  cabin,  that  stood 
iDiut  half  a mile  west  of  her  own  cabin,  on  the 
'.'th  of  August,  IS  ) I,  and  her  descendants  an: 
-till  found  in  this  valley  and  its  adjacent 
| arts. 

Samuel  Swan  occupied  a cabin  that  stood 
about  two  hundred  and  thirteen  yards  due 
west  of  Eleanor  Brown’s.  Swan  talked  Eng- 
lnli,  had  <i  wife  and  children  and  afterwards 
Moved  away  to  parts  unknown. 

Seth  McCormick,  an  Irishman,  occupied  a 
c (Din  on  South  Creek,  a branch  of  White  Beer 
Hole  Creek,  about  a mile  west  of  Swan’s  cabin, 
lie  died  hereon  the  17th  of  January,  1.835, 
in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age.  llis  remains 
lie  buried  in  the  old  Presbyterian  (now  Luth-  \ 
ri\in)  grave-yard,  at  the  “ stone  church,”  on 
the  southwest  side  of  Benny  Hill.  He  left  a 
wife  and  nine  children,  and  his  descendants 
are  still  living  here,  and  occupy  a part  of  their 
ancestor’s  estate. 

Thomas  McCormick,  an  Irishman,  and  a 
brother  of  Seth’s,  occupied  a cabin  on  South 
Creek,  about  half  a mile  from  Seth’s,  lie  seems 
to  have  acted  as  a justice  of  the  peace  for  some 
wars,  lie  died  on  the  Oth  of  October,  .IDL'D, 
aged  seventy-two  years,  and  his  remains  also 
lie  buried  in  the  old  grave-yard,  near  the  above 
‘ stone  church.” 

Jesse  Weeks,  a son  of  the  Widow  Weeks, 
already  noticed,  occupied  a cabin  that  stood  on 
the  north  side  of  “ Spring  Creek,”  the  northern 
branch  of  White  Beer  Hole  Creek,  and  about 
four  miles  west  of  its  junction  with  “South 
Creek.  Jesse  AUeeks  died  here. 

Daniel  Sunderland, an  Englishman,  occupied 
a cabin  that  stood  a mile  farther  up  on  Spring 
Creek,  and  died  there. 

The  whole  valley  contains  about  thirteen 
thousand  acres,  and  the  warrants  were  sur- 
veyed very  early.  The  list  shows  that  the 
whole  basin  was  appropriated  before  ]D00,  but 
the  earliest  were  by  the  mountain-sides  and 
springs.  Now,  having  a breadth  ni  arable  land 
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of  great  fertility  and  beauty,  the  dells  and 
ravines  of  the  circling  mountains  are  studded 
with  the  ruins  of  cabins  whose  existence  is 
little  known  and  rarely  seen  except  by  the 
hunter. 

Near  the  mouth  of  the  White  Peer  Hole 
Creek  there  are  now  the  mills  of  the  Allenwood 
Lumber  Company,. the  members  of  which  are 
II.  I’.  Allen,  1 L . C.  McCormick,  J.  M.  Dunbar 
and  John  Moore,  with  a capacity  of  cutting 
forty  thousand  feet  a day. 

The  village  of  Allenwood,  just  above  this, 
was  laid  out  by  John  McCurdy,  June  1,  1815, 
under  the  name  of  Union  town.  As  a post- 
office,  its  original  name  was  White  Deer,  then 
Slilbr,  Cairo  and  now  Allenwood,  the  latter 
after  II.  P.  Allen,  who  laid  out  an  addition  to 
the  place  of  eighty  lots,  the  same  year  as  the 
extension  of  the  Catawissa  and  Williamsport 
Hail  road  was  made  through  the  place.  The 
station  and  post-office,  as  well  as  the  village, 
generally,  is  known  by  that  name. 

The  father  of  II.  P.  Allen,  Isaac  Allen, 
married  to  Jane  Piatt,  moved  to  the  place  in 
May,  1831.  Mrs.  Allen  died  October,  1871, 
aged  eighty-four.  Tie  old  store-room  was  built 
by  Ileylman  in  1831,  and  in  it  were  a number  of 
successive  keepers, — Daniel  Wetzel,  Oscar  and 
Doctor  Hammond,  Charles  Hill,  Hill  A 
Bowr.  Allen  commenced  keeping  store  in 
1801.  In  1880  he  built  a very  handsome  and 
commodious  store. 

The  village  contains  now  forty  houses,  includ- 
ing two  stores  and  one  tavern,  and  two  hundred 
inhabitants. 

The  Allenwood  Planing-Mill  Company  has 
been  organized  with  a capital  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  located  near  the  railroad,  for 
which  a charter  as  a joint-stock  company  has 
been  asked,  j.  Prank  Hagenbuch,  president; 
A.  Armstrong,  treasurer  ; directors,  J.  J.  Lowe, 
J.  B.  Foresman,  W.  B.  Else,  Joseph  Gould  and 
II.  P.  Allen. 

The  postmasters  were  Hugh  Donnelly, 
Samuel  llartzcll,  Mary  Kronor;  in  18(51 
Thomas  Arbuckle,  who  served  until  his  death, 
and  his  daughter  Mary  holds  the  position 
yet. 

Among  the  physicians  were  Drs.  Walker, 


Mathew,  Oett,  William  Ludwig,  Charles 
Ludwig,  Uriah  Peed,  John  Murray,  Puss, 
Steese,  William  U.  Truekcnmiller,  Dr.  Metzgar, 
the  latter  up  in  the  valley. 

The  bridge  was  built  in  18.72  and  there  were 
101 0 shares  at  825  per  share, — 820,225,  the 
original  cost.  Jt  was  partially  swept  away  in 
1805  and  rebuilt  at  a cost  of  $13,112.  The 
board  are  William  Maclease  (president),  M.  0. 
Piatt  (secretary),  John  Tate,  C.  L.  Gudykunst, 
W.  Ik  Allen,  Thompson  Bauer,  II.  P.  Allen 
(treasurer). 

The  beautiful  Union  Cemetery,  which 
crowns  the  hill,  was  laid  out  by  AV.  F.  Campbell 
and  Frank  Hagenbuch,  under  a charter  obtain- 
ed from  the  court. 

The  store  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  was  built  for 
George  Swope,  and  after  him  refitted  handsome- 
ly by  Campbell  A Hagenbuch,  succeeded  by 
Galloway  and  Meek,  the  present  occupants. 

SPRING  GARDEN. 

Here  Frederick  Follmer  had  a saw- 
mill, where  the  house  of  Mathew  Homier 
now  stands.  He  built  the  first  grist-mill. 
David  Hunter  bought  from  Frederick  Foll- 
mer in  1820.  John  Hunter,  Esq.,  in  1828 
bought  of  the  heirs  of  David  Hunter  ; he  rebuilt 
and  enlarged  the  mill  in  1835.  Lawrence  Hayes 
bought  of  John  Hunter  in  18G<),  and  owned  it 
for  several  years.  It  passed  to  John  Bower, 
to  AVilliam  Follmer,  and  in  1SGS  he  sold  it  to 
Abram  S.  Syplier,  who  remodeled  it  in  1878, 
and  now  owns  it.  T.  I.  Meek,  an  enterprising 
merchant,  has  a store  here. 

Matthew  Brown  came  from  Scotland  to  Amer- 
ica about  17G5,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Dev- 
olution and  returned  to  AVhite  Deer  Valley 
and  died  of  camp  fever  in  1777.  Ilis  wife 
was  Eleanor  Lytle.  The  remains  of  Matthew 
Brown  lie  buried  in  a field  north  of  the  house 
of  Lenard  G.  Meek,  in  Gregg  township.  He 
owned  about  eight  hundred  acres  in  the  centre 
of  the  valley,  comprising  the  farms  of  Haag 
Tuliner,  Pawling,  Moore,  Whil/.el  and  Mocks, 
etc.  Ilis  son,  John  Brown,  known  as  Esquire 
or  Captain  Brown,  succeeded  to  his  estate  and 
lived  where  the  widow  of  C.  8.  Pawling,  Esq., 
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now  lives ; was  a captain  of  the  militia  in 
1 >i  >7  ; had  four  sons, — Matthew,  Robert, 
William  and  Thomas.  Thomas  had  two  sisters 
horn  with  him, — Sarah  and  Elizabeth.  Sarah 
married  Isaac  Smith  and  moved  to  Wisconsin : 
both  died  on  the  same  day  and  are  buried  in 
the  same  grave.  Elizabeth  married  Hon.  David 
II.  Montgomery,  of  Northumberland  County. 
Matthew  married  Eleanor  Collins  ; afterwards 
married  Nancy  Tate,  sister  of  John  Tate,  Esq., 
of  Gregg.  Robert  married  Susan  Fisher. 
William  married  Hisli  Ilill.  Thomas  lives  in 
Ohio.  Robert  always  lived  in  Gregg,  at  Allen- 
wood  ; kept  store ; was  born  December  2<S,  1 8<  >■'! ; 
died  May  21,  1884.  His  sons  were  John  C., 
George  W.,  Robert,  William,  Charles,  Peter, 
and  one  daughter,  Victoria.  Robert  married 
Annie  M.  Gudykunst  and  is  now  a commissioner 
of  Union  County. 

Elder  John  Drown  came  from  Ireland; 
married  the  abandoned  wife  of  Samuel  Swan; 
had  threesons;  -lames  and  John  studied  for  the 
ministry ; George  prepared  for  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  and  married  Margaret 
Dongal,  a daughter  of  Dr.  Dougal,  of  Milton, 
who  later  married  John  Hunter,  Esq. 

David  Hunter  came  from  County  Donegal, 
Ireland,  to  Juniata  County,  and  there  married 
Isabella  Patterson,  who  was  a daughter  of 
General  William  Patterson,  of  Indian  war  fame. 
Came  to  White  Deer  Valley  in  1820,  and  set- 
tled at  Spring  Garden  Mills.  His  children 
were  John,  James,  David,  Margaret,  Kath- 
erine and  Isabella.  John  married  Margaret 
Dougal,  widow  of  I)r.  G.  W.  Brown;  James 
married  Margaret  Montgomery ; David  mar- 
ried Maria  Satterly,  and  lives  at  Watsontown  ; 
Margaret  married  Alen  Marr,  of  Milton — all 
dead;  Catherine  married  Thomas  Comley,  of 
Milton — both  dead  ; Isabella  married  Jacob 
Derr,  of  Lewisburgh — both  dead. 

John’s  family  was  W.  S.  Hunter,  married 
Elizabeth  McCormick;  Horatio  1).,  married 
Sallie  Cooner,  of  Watertown  ; Isabella  married 
Rev.  -T.  G.  Aides;  Margaret  married  E.  S. 
Gudykunst,  Esq.;  Maria  S.  married  David 
Watson. 

Samuel  Oakes  came  to  White  Deer  Valley 
in  1 785,  from  Chester  County,  Pa.  Bought 


about  one  thousand  acres  in  the  centre  of 
Gregg  township.  He  had  six  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Elizabeth  Oakes,  his  daughter, 
married  William  Schoolcy,  who  came,  about 
the  same  time,  from  Schoolcy ’s  Mountain,  N.  J. 
William  Schoolcy  owned  several  hundred  acres 
about  a half-mile  west  of  Allenwood.  He  was 
a school-teacher  and  factotum.  He  had  twelve 
children, — Mary  married  George  Foresrnan  ; 
John  married  Nancy  Comley;  Elizabeth;  -Mar- 
garet married  Joseph  McCormick  ; Samuel  mar- 
ried Elvina  Moore ; Christiana  married  James 
Snoddy,  Sr.;  William  married  Isabel  Snoddy ; 
Joseph  married  Elizabeth  Oakes — both  dead  ; 
Lucy  married  Fullmer  Donaldson;  Benjamin; 
Hannah  married  Samuel  S.  Pauline  ; Andrew 
J.  married  Mollio  Silliman. 

Martin  Shellabarger  came,  in  1800,  from 
the  lower  counties,  and  bought  one  thousand 
acres  back  of  Alvira.  One  of  his  sons  mar- 
ried an  Oakes,  and  their  son  is  Hon.  David 
Shellabarger,  a prominent  lawyer  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  0.  Air.  Shellabarger  is  now  living  in 
the  township. 

James  Snoddy  came  from  County  Londonder- 
ry, Ireland,  about  1800, with  his  wife, whose  mai- 
den-name was  Alary  Owens  ; she  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  a Scotch  gentleman.  They  first  settled  in 
Chester  County;  then  lived  a few  years  in 
Buffalo  Valley ; then  moved  to  White  Deer, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  John  1 1.  Schoolcy  now 
resides  upon.  They  and  their  ancestors  are 
noted  for  their  longevity,  usually  reaching 
from  ninety-seven  to  one  hundred  and  six 
years.  James  and  Alary  had  three  sons — 
Samuel,  William  and  James;  six  daughters — 
Margaret,  Rachel,  Alary,  Alartha,  Katherine  and 
Isabella.  James  married  Christiana  Schooley  ; 
one  of  their  sons  is  Colonel  W.  W.  S.  Snoddy, 
a prominent  lawyer  of  Sedalia,  Alo.  Samuel 
married  Susan  Kuhns,  and  have  a son — J. 
Donaldson  Snoddy,  an  attorney  in  Kansas; 
William  married  Ann  Irwin  ; Alargaret  mar- 
ried  James  Ellis  ; Rachel  married  Daniel  Lytle; 
Alary  married  Thomas  Silliman;  Alartha  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Kelly;  Katharine  married  John 
W.  Henry,  of  Philadelphia. 

Thomas  Silliman  came  from  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  in  1701  or  1708,  and  settled  in  Lower 
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Bethel  township,  Northampton  County,  Pa. 
Hero  lie  married  Mary  Meaddngh,  who  was  of 
Dutch  descent.  Thomas’  lather  was  a captain 
in  the  naval  service  of  Ireland.  From  North- 
ampton County  he  came  to  this  valley  in  171  to, 
and  bought  one  thousand  acres  in  what  is  now 
Gregg.  His  lands  lay  along  South  Creek. 

lie  had  two  son;},  Thomas  and  Alexander. 
Thomas  was  born  August  2d,  17'd'J,  and  is  still 
living,  in  good  health.  Alexander  was  born  in 
1801  (now  dead).  Thomas  is  noted  for  his  sturdy 
physical  constitution  and  wonderfully  retentive 
memory.  The  Sillimans  were  all  noted  for  mus- 
cular strength  and  endurance  and  strength  of 

o o 

mind. 

ALVIRA. 

John  Eason  came  from  the  lower  counties  and 
settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  the 
Forosman  brothers,  at  Alvira.  lie  owned  the 
lands  where  Alvira  now  stands ; had  the  lands 
cleared  by  1812.  He  was  the  first  settler  in 
the  section  and  lived  to  be  an  old  man.  lie 
had  two  sons, — John,  who  never  married,  and 
Samuel,  who  married  Cynthia  McCormick,  and 
died  near  the  mouth  of  South  Creek.  Brouse 
and  Landis  came  with  Eason  and  settled  on 
lands  adjoining  his.  Henry  Wise,  a shoemaker, 
came  in  an  early  day  and  worked  at  his  trade 

in  the  same  shop  now  occupied  by Buss 

for  the  same  purpose.  The  cutters  settled  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century  back  of  Alvira. 
William  Cutter,  a son,  married  Isabel  Nel- 
son, a daughter  of  John  Eason,  and  was  the 
grandfather  of  the  Meeks  now  living  in  Gregg. 

The  first  tavern  in  Uniontown,  as  then  called, 
was  kept  by  John  McCurdy  along  about  1808 
or  1 8(  I'j.  Itstood  where  the  post-office  now  stands. 
Joseph  Lash  bach  succeeded  him,  and  removed 
it  to  where  it  now  stands.  Thomas  McKibbon 
kept  it  for  several  years.  Seth  McCormick,  of 
Cumberland  Valley,  married  Margaret  Sim- 
mons, and  lived  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley.  1 1 is  children  were  Itobert,  who  mar- 
ried Nancy  Fores  man;  Seth,  married  Hannah 
Hammond;  Hugh,  not  married;  Thomas, 
married  Maria  Hammond;  John,  married 
Miss  Coryell  ; Joseph, married  Margaret  Selioo- 
luy ; Sarah,  inarried  Itobert  J.  Forosman ; 
Cynthia,  married  Samuel  Eason;  Susan,  mar- 


ried Matthew  Hammond,  and  lived  at  South 
Bend,  Indiana.  Thomas  McCormick,  an  older 
brother  of  Seth,  lived  up  Spring  Creek;  had 
no  children.  Widow  Weeks’  son  Job  lived  in 
the  valley  and  has  a son  Jesse,  who  lives  oppo- 
site Montgomery  Station,  Northumberland 
County.  They  were  among  the  first  to  settle 
at  the  mouth  of  South  Creek.  Hugh  Mcltein- 
hold  came  from  Ireland  in  1720,  and  settled 
where  Henry  Schooley  now  lives.  The  Bairds  at 
an  early  day  lived  where  John  Haag  lives.  An 
old  Indian  fort  was  erected  across  the  road 
from  Haag’s  barn.  James  Baird  had  a black- 
smith-shop  a few  yards  above  the  fort. 

Schools. — The  first  was  a night-school, 
taught  by  William  Schooley,  Sr.,  in  a house 
north  of  Spring  Creek,  on  land  now  (1877) 
owned  by  heirs  of  John  Haag.  Another  house 
was  owned  by  David  Follmer,  Esq.,  in  which 
Edward  Beach  taught,  and  a third  on  land 
owned  by  heirs  of  Gershom  Biddle.  These 
biddings  used  for  school  purposes  between  1720 
and  1808  ; in  1807  a house  was  built  on  land  now 
owned  by  Peter  Ludwig.  Teachers  in  this 
house  were  an  Irishman  by  name  of  Cochrane  ; 
Moses  Wheeler,  a Yankee,  and  Isaac  Sedom  and 
Noah  Wilson.  Another  house  was  built  where 
Geo.  Irwin’s  house  now  stands.  Teachers  were 
James  and  George  Gray,  George  Nelson,  Jacob 
Blaisdell,  John  Brady,  Darius  Black,  Thomas 
Kennedy,  Charles  Mason,  Charles  Schriver, 
M.D.,  W.  T.  Thorl'e  and  others. 

Another  school-house  was  built  on  land  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  King.  Teachers  were  Carpen- 
ter, Quinn  Defl'enbachcr,  Hon.  Isaac  Slenker. 
About  1820  Miss  E.  Grier,  sister  of  Justin 
Grier,  taught  in  the  old  Baptist  Church. 

In  1884  there  were  five  districts,  with  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  pupils,  as  follows : 
Allenwood,  Hunter’s,  Wetzel’s,  Alvira,  Bussell. 

Tiib  Washington  Presbyterian  Church.1 
— This  house  of  worship  in  the  White  Deer 
Valley  has  been  the  spiritual  homo  of  a con- 
gregation organized  nearly  a century  ago,  but 
whose  early  history  is  obscure,  since  no  re- 
cords were  preserved.  In  1787  the  llev. 
Hugh  Morrison  became  the  pastor  of  the  Buf- 

i From  data  su|>i>lieil  l>y  Rev.  J.  W.  lioul. 
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lalo  Cl ui roll,  ami  served  it  until  1800,  and 
sometime  in  the  later  years  of  his  ministry, 
lie  formed  this  congregation.  In  1800 
Lev.  James  Magraw,  a licentiate  of  the 
Presbytery  of  New  Castle,  visited  the  Buf- 
falo and  Washington  Churches,  and  was  called 
tu  the  pastorate,  hut  did  not  accept  it.  Most 
likely  Mr.  Morrison  came  from  his  home  at 
8 u nb ary,  occasionally,  and  supplied  the  pulpit 
until  his  death,  in  1801,  and  the  same  year 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Hood  also  preached  here, 
and,  accepting  a call,  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled pastor  October  2,  1805,  after  having 
preached  six  months  on  the  call  to  him  as  a 
licentiate,  llis  pastoral  relation  continued  un- 
til 1819,  when  the  pulpit  was  supplied  from 
different  sources  until  1820,  when  Rev.  George 
Jimkin  became  a permanent  supply,  serving 
as  such  until  1800.  The  Rev.  David  Kirk- 
patrick came  next,  serving  in  the  same  relation 
until  1833,  when  the  Rev.  Isaac  Grier  entered 
upon  his  pastorate,  also  as  a supply,  but  was 
ordained  and  installed  November  12,  1834. 
llis  pastoral  relation  as  an  ordained  minister 
continued  nineteen  years,  and  marked  a useful 
period  in  the  history  of  the  church.  He  was  fol- 
! iwcd  by  the  Rev.  Matthew  Patterson,  who 
was  installed  November  1-1,  1854,  and  whose 
pastorate  ended  in  April,  1858.  The  same 
year  a call  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  John 
A.  Boyd,  of  the  Hudson  Presbytery,  which 
was  accepted,  and  on  the  27th  of  June,  1859, 
he  was  installed  pastor.  His  ministry  contin- 
ued till  October,  ISO?,  after  which  the  con- 
gregation was  again  dependent  on  supplies, 
from  various  sources.  In  May,  1870,  the  Rev. 
L.  L.  Houghawort  began  a regular  pastorate 
which  was  terminated  by  his  resignation  in 
April,  1875.  A unanimous  call  was  then 
made,  June  19,  1875,  upon  the  Rev.  James  W. 
Boal,  to  assume  the  pastorate,  and  the  follow- 
ing month  he  entered  that  relation,  continuing 
until  the  present  date.  He  is  a native  ol 
Centre  County,  of  Scotch -Irish  ancestry,  and 
lias  been  well  educated  for  the  ministry,  at 
Lafayette  College  and  the  Princeton  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

W ashington  Church  has  a fine  location  in 
the  beautiful  White  Deer  Valley,  in  the  midst 


of  a sober,  industrious  community,  and  lias 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  conitremitions  of 
any  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  country,  in 
Central  Pennsylvania.  The  church  building 
is  of  wood,  and  lias  recently  been  repaired  so 
as  to  be  not  only  comfortable,  but  even  at- 
tractive. 

Tu  io  Whit io  Diokk  Baptist  Cjiuhcii. — Some 
of  the  first  settlors  of  the  county  were 
Baptists,  but  unfortunately  lived  so  remote 
from  one  another  that  the  formation  of  a con- 
gregation was  long  rendered  impracticable. 
After  the  Revolution  Baptist  missionaries 
visited  Buffalo  Valley  and  preached  at  other 
points,  so  that,  in  179-1,  a letter  was  forwarded 
to  the  Philadelphia  Association,  asking  to  be 
received  into  that  body.  But  the  purpose  to 
form  a church  was  evidently  not  realized,  as 
action  was  postponed  by  the  association,  since 
“ no  messenger  appears  to  receive  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship.”  No  further  attempt  at 
organization  appears  to  have  been  made  until 
1808,  when  Elder  Thomas  Smiley,  originally  a 
Seceder,  from  Virginia,  came  to  White  Deer 
Valley  and  organized  some  scattering  families 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  county  into  a church, 
which  was  recognized  October  23,  1808.  A 
log  meeting-house  was  built  on  the  lot  occu- 
pied  by  the  present  church,  which  was  replaced 
by  a better  building  in  the  course  of  years. 
The  present  is  the  third  house  used  by  the 
society,  and  was  remodeled  and  thoroughly 
repaired  in  1882.  Like  all  the  churches  in 
the  valley,  it  is  a plain  frame  building,  but  lias 
an  attractive  interior.  In  1820  the  church 
became  connected  with  the  Northumberland 
Association,  its  delegates  being  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Thomas  Smiley,  John  Lewis,  John  Oakes  and 
Philip  Gibbon.  The  membership  at  that  time 
was  small,  and  in  1880  the  number  did  not 
exceed  sixty. 

Elder  Smiley  served  the  church  as  pastor 
until  his  death,  in  1832,  and  lies  interred  in  the 
cemetery  of  the  White  Deer  Church,  llis 
ministry  was  laborious  and  lie  rendered  faithful 
service  in  his  Master’s  cause  during  this 
pioneer  work,  lie  was  succeeded  by  George 
Spratt,  M.D.,  1833  31;  his  soil,  George 

M.  Spratt,  D.I).,  1834-39;  William  S.  Hall, 
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1840-43 ; John  Edminister,  1813—17; 
William  T.  Bunker,  18-1803;  Professor 
Robert  Lowry,  185 1 ; Goorgc  Frear,  D.I)., 
1855;  Joshua  Kelly,  1857-58;  W.  II. 
McNcal,  1859;  Samuel  W.  Ziegler,  18(10;  J. 
Green  Miles,  1801-65;  George  W.  Snyder, 
1807  ; and  J.  Green  Milos,  1809. 

In  June  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Marshall 
G.  Smith,  began  preaching  in  the  church  and 
was  ordained  and  installed  in  Septem- 
ber of  the  same  year.  Since  1800,  with  the 
exception  above  noted,  the  Rev.  J.  Green  Miles 
has  been  actively  interested  in  the  church,  and 
at  present  resides  in  that  locality,  supplying  the 
church  at  Danville.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest 
active  Baptist  ministers  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  being  now  in  his  sixty-ninth  year. 
Three  of  his  brothers  are  also  in  the  ministry. 

The  Evangelical  Association  has  churches 
at  White  Deer  and  Alvira.  The  latter  was 
originally  built  at  Spring  Creek,  but  was  taken 
down  and  rebuilt  on  its  present  site  in  the 
summer  and  fall  of  1885.  It  was  dedicated  by 
the  Rev.  E.  Kohr.  The  church  at  White 
Deer  was  built  about  ten  years  ago.  Both  are 
frame  buildings,  but  comfortable  places  of 
worship  with  an  increasing  membership.  The 
pastoral  service  is  from  the  White  Deer  Circuit, 
the  Rev.  S.  Smith,  preacher  in  charge. 

The  Messiah  Union  Ciiurcii  is  a plain 
frame  building  in  the  upper  end  of  the  valley, 
near  Alvira,  which  has  been  used  by  German 
Reformed  and  Lutheran  congregations  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  It  was  erected,  about 
1850,  for  the  accommodation  of  members  of 
other  congregations  whoresided  in  this  locality, 
and  who  desired  a more  convenient  preaching 
place  than  the  old  churches  afforded ; but  the 
ministeral  service  has  usually  been  the  same  as 
those  of  the  older  congregations  in  this  part  of  the 
country  out  of  which  this  church  was  formed. 
In  the  past  year  the  Lutherans  have  not  had 
regular  preaching.  The  church  has  lately  been 
nicely  improved  and  pro- cuts  a creditable  ap- 
pearance. 

The  Emanuel  Evangelical  Church  at 
Alvira  was  removed  from  Washington  township, 
Lvcoming  County,  in  1885,  and  rebuilt  there. 
If  is  of  wood,  thirty-four  by  forty-six,  costing 


one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars.  The 
number  of  members  of  the  church  are 
about  thirty;  trustees,  Jacob  Baker,  D.  B. 
Artman,  Joel  Baker. 


BIOG  RA  PII ICA  L SIC  ETCHES. 


JOHN  II.  OAKES. 

Among  the  names  of  .Gregg  township’s  most 
successful  and  highly-esteemed  citizens  we  find 
that  of  John  II.  Oakes,  who  was  born  in  the 
above-named  township  on  the  13th  day  of 
March,  1817.  Ilis  ancestor,  Samuel  Oakes,  was 
born  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  where 
he  grew  to  man’s  estate  and  married  Mary 
McDermon.  From  his  native  county  he 
moved  to  White  Deer  Valley,  where  he  bought 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  was 
new  and  unimproved.  Tie  built  a house  and  im- 
proved part  of  the  land,  and  on  it  lived  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  20th  day  of 
November,  1810.  His  wife  passed  away  on 
the  lltli  day  of  August,  1798.  They  were 
for  many  years  devout  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Their  children  were  John, 
William,  Samuel,  Isaac  and  Flower.  Isaac  was 
born  in  Northumberland  County,  and  came 
with  the  rest  of  the  family  into  the  valley 
when  lie  was  quite  a lad.  He  became  a farmer 
and  eventually  came  in  possession  of  part  of 
the  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  originally 
bought  by  his  father.  He  married  Nancy 
Hope,  who  bore  him  children  as  follows : 
Maria,  born  December  G,  1810;  John  II.,  born 
March  12,  1813;  Jonathan,  born  February 
19,  1815;  Samuel,  February  2,  1815;  Hosan- 
nah, October  22,  1818;  James,  February  6, 
1821 ; Sarah  Jane,  August  2,  1823;  Elizabeth, 
February  1 7,  1820  ; Isaac  Walker,  October  10, 
1828;  and  Margaret.,  January  8,  1833.  Of 
those,  John  IF,  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written, 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  township,  and 
was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  a farmer,  as  were 
his  father  and  all  his  ancestors.  Ilis  education 
was  obtained  at  the  country  school  during  the 
winter  months.  After  the  death  of  his  father  lie 
bought  of  the  heirs  the  home  farm,  on  which 
he  lived  many  years.  Ho  finally  sold  out,  and 
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after  a short  time  bought  the  farm  on  which 
his  son  Matthew  now  resides,  and  on  which  he 
built  the  out-buildings.  In  187b  he  bought 
the  farm  on  which  his  wile  now  resides,  and 
erected  thereon  a line  residence  and  barns,  and 
made  a beautiful  home.  But  ho  was  destined 
to  enjoy  his  new  home  but  ashort  time,  ns  bodied 
suddenly  of  heart-dise:>se,  on  the  I I th  day  of 
April,  18.82.  lie  came  home  from  Williams- 
port on  that  day,  and  complained  of  not  feeling 
well.  He  retired  at  the  usual  hour,  and  in  the 


The  result  of  this  marriage  has  been  the  follow- 
ing named  children  : William  Gibbons,  born 
October  2d,  1811;  Martha  11.,  born  April 
12,  1811;  Mathew,  married  Martha  Forc- 

sman,  their  children  are  Sarah,  Maria  and 
Olive. 


DANIKI,  Kol.LM  MR. 

One  of  the  oldest  families  in  Gregg  township, 
Union  County,  Pa.,  is  the  Pollmer  family,  form- 
erly called  Vollmer.  The  paternal  ancestor,  Jacob 


JOHN  II.  OAKKS. 


night  awoke  his  wife  by  making  a strange 
noise  and  in  a few  minutes  passed  peacefully 
away.  Thus  died  a good  and  just  man,  mourn- 
ed and  regretted  by  the  entire  community  in 
which  his  life  had  been  spent.  Ife  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  its 
treasurer.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
filled  most  of  the  township  offices  in  his  town- 
ship. lie  married,  on  the  25 th  day  of  August, 
IS  10,  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Gibbons)  Oakes.  Ifer  father  died  January 
15,  18d(i  ; her  mother  died  October  1.2,  J8.V.I. 


Vollmer,  came  from  Germany  in  1737  and  settled 
in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  1740,  where  he  reared  a 
family  of  children  and  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  "When  he  landed  in 
America  his  name  was  recorded  by  mistake  as 
Pollmer  instead  of  Vollmer,  and  as  Follmer  the 
family  has  since  been  known.  Michael  Pollmer, 
one  of  Jacob’s  descendants,  moved,  with  his 
family,  into  Limestone  township,  Northumber- 
land County,  in  1778,  and  encamped  under  a 
large  wild  cherry-tree  which  is  yet  standing. 
Frederick  moved  into  White  Deer  Valley  in 
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17'Jo,  where  lie  bought  three  liumlml  acres  of 
land,  on  which  he  built  the  grist-mill  now 
owned  by  A.  8.  Sypher,  Esq.  The  mill  con- 
tained three  run  of  stone  and  did  custom  mill- 
ing and  was  patronized  by  the  people  for  many 
miles  around.  He  married  Miss  Maria  Bar- 
bara Geiger,  who  bore  him  three  children,  viz., 
Susan,  Daniel  and  •Itachel.  Susan  married 
Joseph  Mackey  and  had  five  sons  and  one 
daughter,  llachel  married  James  Donaldson 
and  to  her  was  born  one  son  and  two  daugh- 


ried  Miss  Margaret  Heed  in  June,  ISOS,  who 
was  born  August  31,  1780.  Her  lather  was 
James  Heed,  who  married  Jane  Watt,  whose 
people  were  from  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  and 
whose  ancestors  came  from  Scotland.  After  bis 
marriage  Daniel  obtained  from  his  father  part 
of  the  home  farm,  on  which  he  built  the  man- 
sion now  occupied  by  his  children  and  in  which 
he  died,  March  30,  1875.  Ilis  wife  passed 
away  on  the  Gth  day  of  September,  1853.  lie 
was  a practical  and  successful  farmer  and,  as  a 


ters.  Frederick  died  April  7,  1812,  and  his 
wife  July  G,  1803.  As  above  set  forth,  Daniel 
Follmer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born 
March  13,  178G,  in  Limestone  township,  and 
came  with  his  father,  Frederick,  into  White 
Deer  Greek  Valley,  1705.  Ilis  education  was 
such  only  as  could  bo  obtained  at  the  country 
schools  of  his  day.  lie  remained  with  his 
lather  until  after  his  (Daniel’s)  marriage,  learn- 
ing the  miller’s  trade  and  also  working  on  the 
farm  when  not  engaged  in  the  mill,  lie  mar- 


citizen,  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who 
knew  him.  In  early  life  he  united  himself  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  he  remained 
a constant  member  until  his  death,  lie  was  in 
politics  a Whig,  and  when  the  Republican 
party  was  formed  he  became  a stanch  member 
thereof,  and  was  many  times  elected  to  office. 
In  182-1  he  was  elected  county  commissioner  of 
Lycoming  County,  to  which  Gregg  township 
was  then  attached.  In  1 827  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Shultz  a justice  of  the 
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ponce,  which  office  he  held  many  years  hy 
appoint  incut  and  election.  He  was  a school 
director  six  years,  and  al  different  times  held 
most  of’  the  township  offices  in  the  gift  of’  (he 
people.  To  Daniel  Fullmer  and  w ife  were  horn 
children  as  follows:  Maria  15.,  horn  May  10, 
IS  10  (married  John  h'oresman) ; Jane  W.,  born 
May  S,  I S I 8 ; ( ‘vnl  Ida,  horn  I )ecemhcr  20,  1 8 I 5 ; 
Klizabelh,  horn  Aliens!  2,  ISIS  (married 
Robert  Caldwell);  dolin  It.,  horn  December  2 1, 
IS21  ; Daniel  0.,  horn  November  I 1,  lS2(i;  and 
Margaret.  It.,  born  May  28,  1829,  and  died 
August  12,  1881.  dolin  It.  Follmor,  one  oft  ho 
leading  men  of  Gregg  township,  studied  law 
with  dames  F.  Linn,  in  Lewishurgh  from  1848 
until  1845,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  opened  an  office  in  Selin’s  Grove,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  started  out  with  flattering  prospects, 
but,  owing  to  ill  health,  he  gave  up  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  and  has  since  engaged  in 
business  which  has  given  him  an  out-door  life. 
He  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  now  holds  the 
office  of  county  surveyor,  to  which  he  was 
elected  in  1883. 


LUDWIG  STUETZEL. 

Ludwig  Stuetzel,  now  known  as  Stitzel, 
was  horn  in  Nochandorg,  Germany,  on  the  5th 
day  of  June,  1701.  The  time  of  his  arrival  in 
the  United  States  is  not  known,  hut  it  is 
thought  he  went  at  once  to  ] Jerks  County, 
l’a.,  where  he  married,  on  the  20th  day  of 
.November,  1808,  Miss  Anna  Maria  Fox.  The 
issue  of  this  union  was  Sarah,  born  duly  28, 
1811;  Maria,  August  24,  1813;  Susie,  De- 
cember 17,  1814;  and  Samuel,  who  died  in 
infancy,  was  born  October  11,  181 G.  After 
his  marriage  Ludwig  went  to  Mill  Greek,  near 
Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  built  a saw-mill  and  a 
residence;  into  the  latter  he  moved  with  his 
bride.  After  remaining  at  the  mill  three  years 
he  sold  it  and  moved  to  Reading,  Pa.,  where 
he  engaged  in  distilling.  In  1814  he  emi- 
grated to  White  Deer  Valley,  Pa.,  where 
ho  bought  the  farm  and  water-power  now 
known  as  the  “ Willow  Glen  mill  property,” 
on  which  he  built  the  house  now  occupied  by 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  ( 'harles  Gudykunst,  and  the 


1420<| 

out-buildings  belonging  thereto;  also  a forge 
in  which  he  carried  on  business  many  years.  In 
1822  he  built  the  grist-mill  above  mentioned, 
which  he  operated  until  his  death.  He  also 
built  a flaxseed-oil  mill,  and  in  the  various 
business  interests  thus  engaged  in  was  uni- 
formly successful.  He  gave  employment  to  a 
good  many  men,  and  was  looked  up  to  as  a 
public  benefactor,  and  as  a man  of  integrity  was 
held  in  high  esteem,  lie  was  a Democrat  in 
politics.  For  many  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  German  Reformed  Church  and  died  in  that 
Jaith  July  25,  1828.  1 1 is  wife  died  April  25, 

1857. 


CHAR LES  G UD Y K U NST. 

Charles  Gudykunst  was  born  in  Lehigh 
County,  Pa.,  October  15,  1799.  His  father, 
Adam  Gudykunst,  was  born  in  Germany,  from 
whence  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  at 
what  date  is  not  known.  While  Charles  was  yet 
a boy  his  father  moved  to  Alii  ton.  Pa., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  of  “ a hatter,” 
which  trade  Charles  was  also  taught,  and  at 
which  he  worked  for  some  time.  His  father 
gave  him  the  advantages  obtained  at  the  best 
schools  in  Milton,  and  he  thus  acquired  for  that 
period  more  than  a common  education.  Before 
he  was  of  age  lie  was  employed  as  a clerk  by  Mr. 
Ludwig  Stitzel  and  remained  with  him  until 
Mr.  Stitzel ’s  death,  receiving  and  retaining 
until  the  last  his  employer’s  entire  confidence. 
After  Mr.  Stitzel’s  death,  young  Gudykunst 
was  made  executor  of  the  estate  and  had  entire 
management  and  control  therof.  He  married 
Sarah,  the  eldest  daughter  of  AL\  Stitzel,  who 
bore  him  two  children,  but  one  of  whom,  Ed- 
ward, born  October  5,  1827,  is  now  living. 
After  his  marriage  he  extended  the  business  by 
building  a saw-mill  and  purchasing  other  lands, 
which  have  since  been  divided  into  six  farms 
and  other  town-lots  near  Uniontown  (now  Al- 
lenwood)  and  other  lands  in  Lycoming  County. 
Mr.  Gudykunst  was  an  active  and  successful 
hu  si  ness  man  and  had  the  entire  confidence  of 
the  hu  siness  men  of’ his  county.  He  was  a di- 
rector in  the  West  Branch  Bank  of  Williams- 
port until  Gregg  township  was  transferred  to 
Union  County,  after  which  he  was  a director  in 


YT'/l  JOO  MO  IK  l 


*>:•'  ;>l  1 >ii'  ; rvi I i jjij  to.  -i  rf.nil  lii  I- j i ■ < , 

O'1  ,ln  -|i  ! L )l'Uir>  0»|  llviih/’  lit 

" • V fti  I J fj.fi  *)-.  to  II  !««  ! • 


• iuja  inon  iMni'tf, 


i Ih.*w  i t«:»;  ,&„•  )* I Hi  x!  r h\  .< 

Tf  x i ....  r<i  1 : .... 


V i*  ’li'f<|/v  f>oi»>  olio/  ill 


■ 


r ) nwoiiioiji.il  twafo  >i-nw-o}  'rju{4i  »•  fat# 


■ii:  in  jrtsi’  ' '■  l<-  ■.!  it' >n  ; !ri>  . 


-il!  1-1,1  on  ..  f -■  it  ! V."  H ) 

-'l.V,'  Ijqj  / 1*  J Jij  > j » | H • ' j . . i j fj  .|il:  . I...  « ■ . J ; , I :j. ' i . 

- 


H20r 


JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 


the  Cameron  Hank  of  Lcwislmrgh,  Pa.  In 
polities  Mr.  Gudykunst  was  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, and  look  an  active  part  in  forming  and 
carrying  out  its  policy  in  his  section  of  the 
State,  lie  held  most,  of  the  oil  ices  in  his  tow  n- 
ship,  and  was  at  one  time  State  revenue  com- 
missioner, appointed  by  Governor  A . G.  ( 'nrtin. 


Gudyknnst  passed  away  on  the  12th  day  of 
.January,  1800,  leaving  behind  him  the  record 
of  a long  and  well-spent  life.  1 1 is  wife,  Mary, 
still  survives  him,  and  ill  the  home  of  her  child- 
hood, surrounded  by  children,  grandchildren 
and  friends,  is  awaiting  without  fear  the  sum- 
mons all  must  obey.  Sarah  .lane,  the  second 


He  was  a member  for  many  years  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  was  one  of  its  elders.  1 lis 
first  wife  died  May  18,  18112,  and  for  his  second 
wife  lie  married  her  only  surviving  sister,  Mary, 
on  the  10th  day  of  April,  1834.  Their  children 
were  Mary  Margaret,  born  May  20,  1835; 
Sarah  Jane,  born  October  12,  1837  ; Lydia 
Catherine,  born  May  31,  18  10;  Charles  L., 
born  December  It),  18  12;  James  1\,  born 
April  21,  18  15;  Anna  Maria,  born  September 
21,  1848;  Josephine,  born  January  23,  1X51  ; 
and  l'lliza  born  March  II,  1853.  Mr. 


daughter,  married  William  Campbell.  Lydia  C., 
married  William  P.  Allen,  and  has  one  son, — 
William  C.  Charles  L.  married  Martha  Jane 
Griilii;  their  children  are  Margaret  B.,  Charles 
B.  and  Mary  ,J.  James  P.  married  Anna  Van 
Alstine,  whose  only  son,  Carl  C.,  was  drowned 
June  !),  1885.  Anna  M.  married  Robert 
Brown;  they  have  one  child, — Claud  A.  Jo- 
sephine married  ,J.  P.  Ilagcnbuch.  Kliza  C. 
married  Armstrong  Brady  (who  died  September 
13,  187(1)  and  C.  Brown.  The  result  of  her  sec- 
ond marriage  is  two  girls. 
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C I [ A PTE  11  I. 

Organization  of  the  County — Civil  History — Hosiers  of  Of- 
ficers, 1 855-’ 85 — Population. 

The  (‘liases  which  led  to  the  division  of  Un- 
ion County  and  the  erection  of  Snyder  will  he 
found  in  the  history  of  1 nion  County.  I lie 
act  of  the  Legislature  dividing  the  last-named 
county  was  approved  March  2,  1855.  It  pro- 
vided for  tin  election  to  he  held  March  ltith  fol- 
lowing, to  determine  by  popular  vote  whether 
the  division  should  he  made.  The  election  was 
held,  with  the  following  result : For  division, 

sixteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight  ; against  di- 
vision, sixteen  hundred  and  forty-three;  major- 
ity for  division,  forty-five. 

The  act  creeling  a new  county  provided  that 
the  county-seat  should  he  located  hy  a vote  ol 
the  people,  and  any  town  furnishing  a guaran- 
teed subscription  of  ten  thousand  dollars  towards 
the  erection  of  public  buildings  should  he  enti- 
tled to  become  the  new  county-seat.  Middle- 
burg,  Selin’s  Grove  and  Freeh urg  furnished  sub- 
scriptions approved  by  the  court,  and  became 
the  competing  towns  for  the  seat  of  justice,  with 
the  following  result  : Middleburg,  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  votes;  Selin’s  Grove,  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-two  votes ; and  Froeburg, 
two  hundred  and  eight  votes.  Middleburg  was 
select  et  I . 

After  the  election  making  Middleburg  the 
county-seat,  a supplement  to  the  act  of  erection 
was  passed  hy  I lut  Legislature,  and  was  approved 
April  I I,  I Shti,  which  provided  for  the  transfer 
to  Snyder  County  of  all  “unfinished  business 
properly  belonging  lo  Ihe  county  of  Snyder  re- 
maining in  the  county  id  Union.” 
an 


George  J.  School),  George  Motz  and  John  L. 
Eeninger  were  chosen  as  a committee  to  erect 
the  public  buildings.  They  performed  this  work, 
and  made  a report  to  the  court  at  the  December 
term,  1 85(1,  as  follows  : 

“That  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Assembly 
creeling  a new  county  out  of  parts  of  Union,  and 
called  Snyder  County.  That  your  petitioners  were 
elected  the  building  committee  to  put  up  the  neces- 
sary public  buildings  for  said  county  of  Snyder.  That 
j the  said  buildings  arc  now  ready,  and  that  they  are 
i now  prepared,  if  the  same  be  approved  as  required  by 
the  said  Act,  to  convey  the  same  to  the  said  county  of 
! Snyder. 

“They  therefore  pray  the  court  to  examine  the 
"said  buildings  and  approve  the  same,  as  required  by 
said  act,  and  we  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

“ (rKoiKiu  Motz, 

“ ( iiamut:  .1.  Senoeii, 

“ Jon.v  J..  ItKXIXUlUt.” 

'The  grand  jury  examined  the  buildings,  and, 
on  December  1”,  1 Soli,  recommended  their  ac- 
ceptance. On  the  28th  of  February,  1857, 
Judges  A.  8.  Wilson  and  Daniel  Witmer,  judges 
of  the  court,  accepted  the  site  and  buildings 
erected. 

An  act  to  change  the  county -seat  from  Mid- 
dleburg to  Selin’s  Grove  was  passed  in  18G5. 
The  preamble  recites  that  great  dissatisfaction 
existed  in  consequence  of  the  location  of  the 
county-seat,  and  that  the  necessary  county 
buildings  had  not  yet  been  erected,  and  that  the 
I grand  jury,  at  the  .February  term,  18(15,  reported 
1 the  court-house  unsafe  and  the  public  records 
| insecure,  and  that  new  buildings  must  neeessar- 
j ily  be  erected.  William  F.  Eckbert,  William 
j I1'.  Wagenscllcr  and  L.  11.  Ilummel  were 
j appointed  commissioners  by  the  act,  lo  select 
| grounds  in  Selin’s  Grove  on  which  to  erect 
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public  buildings,  a (V:< - si 1 1 1 1 >Ic,  deed  lo  lie  deliv- 
ered (o  lli<!  commissioners  of  (lie  county,  with- 
out expense  to  the  county,  and  a subscription  j 
of  not  less  than  live  thousand  dollars  to  he  ap- 
proved by  the  judges  of'  the  court,  which  was  to  j 
be  transferred  to  the  commissioners,  who  were 
required  to  proceed  without  delay  to  erect  the 
necessary  public  buildings,  to  be  in  no  way  in-  j 
ferior  to  the  county  buildings  at  Lewisburgh, 
Union  County,  and  as  soon  as  the  public  build- 
ings were  approved  by  a grand  jury  and  a ma- 
jority of  the  judges,  the  county-seat  be  fixed  at 
Selin’s  Grove,  and  the  records  be  removed  from 
Middlcburg  to  Selin’s  Grove.  The  commis- 
sioners were  authorized  to  borrow  money,  not  to 
exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  issue  one 
hundred  dollar  bonds,  payable  in  one,  two  and 
three  years.  They  were  also  authorized  to  con- 
vey the  grounds  and  public  buildings  in  Mid- 
dlcburg  to  the  persons  who  subscribed  and  paid 
for  the  erection  of  the  same.  A majority  ofthc 
county  commissioners  refused  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  they  adopted  no 
measures  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  at 
Selin’s  Grove.  They  could  not  be  induced  to  do 
any  act  in  reference  to  a removal.  They  were 
arraigned  before  the  court,  but  every  advantage 
afforded  by  the  “law’s  delay”  was  taken,  until  ; 
too  late  in  the  summer  to  commence  building. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  the  ! 
question  of  removal  was  again  introduced,  and  j 
after  a long-continued  contest,  an  act  was  passed 
March  21,  1 8G(S,  relative  to  a removal.  Peti- 
tions and  remonstrances  were  sent  to  the  Legis- 
lature numerously  signed,  and  the  people  of  the 
county  were  thoroughly  aroused  on  the  subject. 

The  preamble  of  the  act  referred  to  sets  forth 
that, — 

“The  citizens  of  Snyder  County  had  decided,  by 
ballot,  to  locate  the  county-scat  at  Middleburg,  and 
had  erected  the  court-house  and  jail  by  private  .sub- 
scription, and  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  18(15  the 
Legislature  hastily  passed  an  act  to  remove  the  seat 
of  justice  from  Middleburg  to  Rclinsgrove,  against 
the  expressed  will  of  the  people.” 

The  act  authorizes  an  election  to  be  held  on 
April  21,  18Gli,to  vote  for  or  against  a removal 
of  the  county-scat  from  Middleburg  to  Selin’s 
Grove.  fn  pur-nance  of  this  act  of  tin:  Legis- 
lature, an  election, — one  of  the  me  I exciting 


ever  known  in  the  county, — was  held  at  the 


time  mentioned  in  said  act, 
result : 

with  lli 

e following 

I’or 

mnoviil.  Against  removal. 

West  Denver  township 

211 

Penn’s  township 

.275 

>) 

Washington  township 

. !)!) 

184 

Centre  township 

182 

Franklin  township 

200 

Chapman  township 

.317 

71 

Perry  township 

. 28 

151 

Jackson  township 

. 84 

114 

Middle  Creek  township... 

..  (13 

73 

Selin’s  drove  borough 

.348 

1 

West  Perry  township 

..  27 

85 

Monroe  township 

.nr, 

20 

Middleburg  borough 

. 1 

81 

1404 

1757 

1404 

Majority  against 

removal.... 

353 

The  year  after  this  deck 

Jon  the 

court-house 

at  Middleburg  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
twelve  feet  to  the  front  and  twenty-seven  feet 
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to  the  rear.  The  interior  was  remodeled  and 
refitted,  and  the  court-room  arranged  as  it  now 
appears. 

The  jail  of  Snyder  County  was  built  about 
the  same  time  as  the  court -house,  and  on  the 
-ame  lot,  Imt  no  mention  i-  made  of  it  in  the 
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records ; it  was,  however,  noeopted,  and  is  still 
in  use.  At  the  May  sessions  ol  court,  ltt<So, 
ilic  grand  jury  made  the  following  report  : 

“That,  in  pursuance  of  tlicir  duties,  they  visited 
thv  public  buildings  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  J8S.r), 
including  the  county  jail;  that  they  found  the  said 
j ul  iiustiiled  lor  its  purpose,  insecure  and  out  of 
repair.  They  further  report  that  the  said  jail  is 
i ..id I v located.  'they  therefore  respecliilly  recoin- 
inciid  the  erection  of  a new  jail,  better  suited  to  its 
purposes,  upon  another  and  more  .suitable  site,  and 
dim  recommend  the  abandonment  of  the  present 
dte,  the  sale  of  the  same,  and  the  purchase  of  a new 
-ite. 

“Geouoi:  G.  Glass,  Foreman." 

'Die  report  was  approved  May  2G,  1885. 

The  county  commissioners  pm'chascd  a site 
lor  the  erection  of  a jail.  They  have  adopted 
a plan,  which  has  been  .approved  by  the  Board 
of  Public  Charity. 

'Die  commissioners  on  .January  25,  18SG,  let 
die  building  of  Ihe  jail  to  (he  following  con- 
tractors : 

Stone,  brick  and  mason  work,  to  A.  Me- 

Cattly,  Lcwistown,  Pa.,  for $11,979.00 

Iron  work,  to  the  Champion  Iron  Works, 

Kenton,  Ohio 2,400.00 

Plumbing  and  heating,  to  J.  IS.  Iteed,  Sun- 

bury,  Pa 3,532.50 

Carpenter  work,  etc.,  Aaron  S teller,  Mid- 

dleburg 2,793.00 

Roof  and  tin  work,  to  1).  T.  Ithoades,  Mid- 

dleburg 1,084.25 

Total $21,788.75 

Civil.  List  op  Sxydkk  County. — J?ollow- 
ing  arc  the  names  of  the  officials  of  Snyder 
County,  together  with  the  mimes  of  her  repre- 
sentatives in  the  State  Legislature,  from  1855 
to  1 885  : 

Statu  Senator. — Reuben  Keller,  eleeted  October, 
1 858,  to  1801. 

Memiskks  ok  tiik  Lkoisuaturk. — Daniel  Witmer, 
elected  October,  1857 ; William  Wagonsollcr,  elected 
October,  1858  and  1859;  Henry  K.  Ritter,  elected 
October,  1801,  1802  and  1803;  Dr.  Isaac  1 lottcnslcin, 
elected  October,  1805;  ,1.  II.  Wright,  elected  Octo- 
ber, 1800;  George  G.  < ilass,  elected  October,  1807; 
William  <1.  Ilerrold,  elected  October,  1808;  John 
Cummings,  elected  October,  1870;  William  <1.  ller- 
rold,  eleeted  t )ctobor,  1871  ; (1.  All  red  Sehoch,  eleeted 
October,  1874;  Charles  Miller,  elected  October,  1870 
and  1878;  Leonard  Mvers,  elected  October,  1880; 
Charles  Miller,  elected  October,  1882;  (1.  Alfred 
Si  hneh,  ideeted  October,  1884. 


Sn mil  its.  — Nathan  Barry,  of  l’erry  township, 
from  1855  to  1858;  Levi  S.  Ilerrold,  of  Chapman 
township,  from  1858  to  1801  ; Broderick  P.  Pause, 
of  Middle  Creek  township,  from  1801  to  1803;  Mose.-. 
Spoilt,  of  Pcavcrtown  township,  from  1803  to  1807; 
Daniel  Polemlcr,  of  Branklin  township,  from  1807  to 
1870;  John  S.  Wolfe,  of  Union  township,  from  1870 
to  1873;  Danil  Polemlcr,  of  Branklin  township,  lrom 
1873  to  1870;  Daniel  Biscnh.nrt,  ol  Washington  town- 
ship, from  1870  to  1879;  Daniel  Polemlcr,  ol  Middle- 
lung  township,  from  1879  to  1882;  David  Peiehley, 
of  Centreville  township,  from  1882  to  1885;  Nor  P. 
Middleswarth,  of  West  Reaver  township,  from  1885. 

Rkuistkiis  and  Recorders.—- Frederick  Mcrl/,, 
1855  to  1858;  A.  J.  Rotors,  1858  to  1801  ; John  Dorn, 
1801  to  1804;  Jacob  An  rand,  1804  to  1807;  Samuel 
R.  Schuek,  18G7  to  1873 ; James  M.  Van/.undt,  1873  to 
1885. 

Protiionotakies. — William  G.  Ilerrold,  1855  to 
1858;  Jacob  R.  Bogar,  1858  to  1801  ; Henry  S.  Royer, 
1801  to  1804;  Jeremiah  Crons,  1804 to  1885. 

District  Attorneys. — Charles  Merrill,  1855  to 
1858;  Charles  Bower,  1858  to  1801  ; Samuel  Wciriek, 
1801  to  1801;  A.  C.  Simpson,  1801  to  1807;  R.  T. 
Parks,  1807  to  1873;  Leonard  Myers,  1873  to  1870; 
J.  A.  Arnold,  1870  to  1879;  II.  II.  Grimm,  1875  to 
1882;  B.  B.  Rower,  1882  to  1888. 

County  Commissioners..— -George  D.  Miller,  1855 
to  1808;  Isaac  D.  Royer,  1855  to  1857;  John  D. 
Romig,  1855  to  1850;  George  Swartz,  1850  to  1859; 
Samuel  Scholl,  1857  to  1870;  George  Royer,  1858  to 
1871;  Henry  R.  Kneppe,  1859  to  1802  ; George  Welir, 

1800  to  1803;  Jacob  Steffen,  1801  to  1804;  A.  K. 
Middleswarth,  1802  to  1805;  R.  R.  Mertz,  1805  to  1S08; 
Abraham  Eyer,  1800  to  1809;  Joseph  Wenrieh,  1807 
to  1870;  .J.  .1.  Mattcrn,  1808  to  1871;  I.  S.  Longacre, 
1809  to  1872;  Philip  Kinney,  1870  to  1873;  J.  B. 
Hufnagle,  1872  to  1S75;  Joel  Row,  1873  to  1870; 
Elias  R.  Swartz,  1874  to  1877;  Moses  Krebs,  John 
Romig,  Joel  Row,  1877  to  1880;  John  Reitz,  Henry 
Wetzel,  John  M.  Moyer,  1881)  to  1883;  John  Mobil, 
J.  N.  Houser,  Isaac  Erdley,  1885  to  1888. 

Treasurers. — -Brcderick  Ralhlon,  1855  to  1857; 
Isaac  D.  Royer,  1857  to  1859;  E.  W.  Kern,  1859  to 

1801  ; Isaac  Reaver,  1801  to  1803;  Geo.  F.  Miller, 
1805  to  1807;  Jacob  Gross,  1807  to  1S09;  J.  K. 
Hughes,  1809  to  1871  ; Jacob  Gross,  1871  to  1873; 
Geo.  W.  Row,  1873  to  1875;  Henry  Renter,  1875  to 
1877;  Reuben  Drecsc,  1877  to  1879;  A.  S.  Hclfrich, 
1879  to  1884;  C.  A.  Polemlcr,  1884  to  1880. 

Sn  uv  k York. — 1 1 eiirv  Mot  z (elected  before  division  of 
the  county  in  1854),  1854  to  1 85. S ; William  Mover, 
1858  to  1801;  Daniel  Wciriek,  1807  to  1870;  A.  K. 
Gilt,  1870  to  1 870;  Geo.  It.  Ben  for,  18.0  to  1 883;  J allies 
Middleswarth,  1883  to  1880. 

Coroners. — Henry  Mu.sser,  elected  October,  1855; 
Dr.  A.  J.  Sampsel,  elected  October,  1858;  Dr.  Win. 
R.  Christ,  eleeted  October,  I SO  I ; Dr.  R.  B.  Wagon- 
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seller,  eleeleil  October,  18li2;  ( I’olcmlrr,  elected 
October,  1 K(i7  ; Drier  I lartman,  eleeleil  October,  1 S 7 0 ; 
Or.  A . M . Sm il  1 1 , elect cd  October,  I S 7 1 > ; Dr.  D.  Her- 
man, elected  October,  I SSI  ; Or.  IT  \V.  Toole,  elected 
October,  JSS.'h  (For  several  years  there  was  no 
coroner  elected.) 

.1 1 : i:  v Com  mission  Kits.  - (leo.  A.  Sehocli  and  Win. 
Markley,  1 St  i 7 to  I S 7 0 ; Henry  Drown  and  (I.  (I. 
||o rnberger,  I .s70  to  I S 7 » ; A . S.  1 1 el  I rich  and  0 . I ’. 
Weiner',  18711  to  1870  ; S.  IT  Sheary  ami  Elias  Slrouse, 
187ti  to  1879;  A.  A.  IJlsh  and  Henry  JImnmel, 
1879  to  1882;  Levi  Fisher  and  J.  0.  (loss,  I8S2  to  j 
1858;  Wm.  A. Class  and  II.  Smith,  18S11  to  1881). 

Amorous.1 — Francis  A.  Hover,  elected  1S7>7>; 
Ner  Middleswartli,  elected  18db;  I lenry  W.  Snyder, 
elected  187)7);  Daniel  Rolirer,  elected  1 877  ; Henry 
Smith,  elected  187)8;  .1.  A'.  Shindel,  elected  187)9; 
F.  C.  .Moyer,  elected  ls7)9;  II.  S.  I ’oyer,  elected  18(10; 
E.  Howersox,  elected  18(11;  J.  Y.  Shindel,  elected 
1802;  Moses  Sped  it,  elected  18(12 ; David  Swcnk, 
elected  18(52;  Daniel  Diellcnbach,  elected  1 8(5(1 ; 
Henry  Bcufer,  elected  18(17  ; M.  L.  Massinger,  elected 
18(19;  0.  L.  Fisher,  elected  1870;  Daniel  Diell’enbach, 
elected  1871  ; JeH'erson  Hall,  elected  18711;  S.  II. 
Shearv,  elected  187-1;  Ner  II.  Middleswartli,  \V.  A. 
Glass  and  Daniel  Die  then  bach,  elected  1 877) ; George 
W.  Seirer,  AND  P.  Moyer  (appointed  by  court),  1880  ; 
Adam  Smith,  George  W.  Seirer,  J.  G.  Hornberger, 
elected  188,'). 


CHAPTER  LI. 

The  llcndi  and  liar  of  Snyder  Comity  — biographical 
Sketches. 


By  tint  Ullli  section  of  (lie  said  act,  the 
several  courts  of  Union  county  continued  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  within  its  runner  limits 
until  the  1st  day  of  December,  IS-jfi;  and  by 
(lie  2()th  section  it  was  provided  that  till  suits 
wherein  persons  residing,-  in  the  new  county 
were  defendant,  and  which  were  pending  and 
undetermined  in  the  courts  of  Union  ('utility 
on  the  Jstday  of  December,  187)7),  should  he 
transferred  to  the  respective  courts  of  Snyder 
County.  This  act  also  fixed  the  times  for  the 
hi >ld i ner  of  the  courts  on  the  first  Monday  next 
succeeding  the  first  Monday  of  the  several 
regular  terms  of  the  courts  of  Union  Counlv, 
in  each  year,- and  to  continue  one  week,  if  nec- 
essary, the  first  court  commencing  on  the 
fourth  Monday  of  December,  lSoo.  The  times 
for  holding  the  courts  still  remain  the  same, 
with  the  exception  of  the  term  in  Deed n her, 
which  was  afterwards  changed  from  the  fourth 
Monday  to  the  second  Monday  of  the  month. 
The  months  in  which  the  regular  terms  arc  held 
are  February,  May,  September  and  December. 
In  the  first  three  months  court  convenes  on 
the  fourth  Monday.  Between  the  regular 
terms  a time  is  fixed  by  the  presiding  judge 
for  Argument  Courts,  which  are  devoted  almost 
exclusively  to  the  consideration  of  questions  of 
law. 

1‘KKSI  in; NT  .1 II  1)0  KS. 


Till-:  Bench  and  Bar  of  Snyder  County  had 
its  origin  with  the  erection  of  the  county,  De- 
cember 1,  1 87)7).  According  to  the  provisions  of 
an  act  of  Assembly,  approved  March  2,  18oo, 
upon  the  securing  of  the  subscription  of  not 
less  than  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase 
of  grounds  and  the  erection  of  public  build- 
ill  (rs  

“ The  inhabitants  of  the  said  County  of  Snyder 
shall,  after  the  first  day  of  December,  One  Thousand 
Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty-five,  be  entitled  to  and  at 
all  times  thereafter  have,  till  and  singular,  the  courts, 
jurisdictions,  olliees,  rights  and  privileges  to  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Union  are  now  en- 
titled by  the  const'll ul ion  and  laws  ol  this  common- 
wealth, and  that  tile  olliees  hereby  provided  for  said 
county  shall  be  filled  by  the  qualified  voters  at  the 
general  election  in  October  next.” 

'(tenuity  auditors  arc  eleeleil  for  I li  ree  years. 

- Ily  1 1 orace  Alleman , li,s(|. 


lion.  Abraham  S.  Wilson  of  Millliu  County, 
who,  at  the  time  of  the  division,  presided 
over  the  Courts  of  Mifflin  and  Union  Comi- 
ties, became  the  first  president  judge  of  the 
Snyder  County  Courts,  and  so  continued 
until  1861,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Hon. 
Samuel  S.  Woods,  also  of  Mitllin  County. 
Judge  Woods  occupied  the  bench  during  the 
trying  and  exciting  times  of  the  ( ivil  War,  and 
served  his  full  term  of  office,  which  expired  in 
1871. 

Hon.  Joseph  C.  Bucher,  of  Union  County, 
was  next  elected  to  preside,  and,  after  success- 
fully serving  bis  full  term  of  ten  years,  was  re- 
elected in  1881. 

ASSOC!  AT  1 1 .IdlHiKS. 

Mention  of  associate  judges  ol  Union  County 
will  be  made  m the  order  in  which  they  assumed 
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I lie  duties  of  their  olliee.  The  first  to  he  elected 
were  Daniel  Witmer,  of  Chapman  township, 
am  I K.  It.  M cnees,  of  Washington  township. 
Meiiji'es  served  his  full  term  of  office,  which  ex- 
pired December,  IStiO.  Upon  the  resignation 
of  Daniel  Witmer,  Israel  Gutelius,  of  Selin’s 
drove,  was  appointed  to  till  the  vacancy,  who 
entered  upon  his  duties  February,  1858,  and 
wrved  until  December  following,  when  Xer 
Middleswarth,  of  Beaver  township,  was  elected. 
In  the  fall  of  1SG0  Henry  C.  I lout/,  of  Frce- 
lnirg,  was  elected  and  served  his  full  term,  which 
expired  December,  1855.  In  18(53  Daniel  W it- 
mer was  again  elected  and  served  his  full  term 
of  olliee  until  December,  1 8(>*S.  In  IStio  Aaron 
Middleswarth,  of  Beaver  township,  was  elected 
a-sueiatc  judge  and  served  his  full  term,  which 
expired  December,  1870.  George  C.  Moyer,  of 
Freeburg,  was  the  next  elected  associate  judge, 
which  occurred  in  the  fall  of  lS(i8.  Mr. 
Mover  served  until  1873,  being  one  full  term. 
In  the  fall  of  1870  d.  G.  L.  Shindcl,  of  Selin’s 
drove,  was  elected  and  served  until  the  close  of 
1S75.  Benjamin  L.  Raudenlmsh,  of  Beaver 
township,  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1873,  but 
died  while  in  office,  having  almost  completed 
his  full  term.  In  1875  Daniel  Gcmbcrling,  of 
l’enn  township,  was  elected  and  died  during 

1877,  while  in  olliee.  In  September,  1877, 
Joseph  A.  Bumbard,  of  Selin’s  Grove,  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Daniel 
deinberling  until  his  successor  should  be  elected. 
Hiram  O’Neil,  of  Union  township,  was  then 
riveted  and  served  until  February,  1883.  In 
the  fall  of  1878,  Samuel  II.  Yoder,  of  Middle 
( 'reek,  was  elected  to  the  bench  and  served  his 
full  term.  Upon  the  death  of  Bcnj.  Rand 
nibusli,  above  referred  to,  Samuel  B.  Scliuck 
of  Monroe  township,  was  appointed,  September, 

1878,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term.  Mr.  Schuek 
occupied  the  bench  until  February  term,  1 S 7 D . 
In  the  fall  of  I 882  Samuel  A.  Wetzel,  of  Beaver 
township,  was  elected  and  became  the  successor 
to  Hiram  O’Neil.  Mr.  Wetzel  is  still  upon  the 
bench.  Jacob  A.  Smith,  of  Middle  Creek'  town- 
ship, was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1883,  and  is 
also  one  of  the  present  incumbents. 

Hon.  Ni:u  M i iuh.kswa  utii. — Among  the 
prominent  and  representative  men  of  Snyder 


Count  v,  who  ha  ve  passed  from  the  scenes  of  ac- 
tive life,  there  was  no  one  more  widely  known 
and  honored  than  the  lion.  Nor  Middleswarth. 
In  1732,  when  a boy  but  ten  years  of  age,  his 
parents,  John  and  Martha  Middleswarth,  re- 
moved with  their  family  from  New  Jersey  and 
located  in  Northumberland  County,  about  one 
mile  south  of  where  Beavertown  now  stands. 
'The  original  house,  built  of  logs,  in  which  the 
father  of  Ner  lived  and  brought  up  his  family, 
no  longer  exists.  Another  occupies  its  place, 
and  is  now'  the  home  of  Moses  Middleswarth,  a 
grandson  of  John,  and  a son  of  Ner.  At  the 
time  when  John  M iddleswarth  built  the  original 
house  forests  abounded  w here  now  exist  rich 


and  productive  farms.  A trail  of  the  red  man 
passed  his  door.  From  this  trail  another  crossed 
the  valley  and  extended  to  a huge  spring  on  his 
property.  At  this  spring  the  Indians  were  in 
the  habit  of  preserving  and  curing  their  game, 
this  part  of  the  country  being  a favorite  hunting- 
ground.  Young  Ner  was  a brave  and  hardy 
boy,  and  was,  as  in  later  years,  a leader  among 
his  comrades.  Amid  these  scenes  and  surround- 
ings he  grew  to  manhood,  lie  was  married  to 


' ■ U , . 1 '•!  ' *■•-•!  lift 


. : ■ i = 1 : •//<'(!  IT//-  it  I > ! ••  i\...  ';i|,  • 

')  t ll  illv/  Jli  , - 'll)  )i  K)tl  ! ' ...i  IQ  • ■•!’!? 


' ' ' Id  I UK ' ' i'll  ' t . J) 


■ij'nv'W  hi  , if.-  i;  j I ...  • : i . ■ . » t I 

I J*>1-  j • ( 1 1 * :)'■•  j-'.ii  ’iiH 

IfOlJj  tfi.V  ; / 4 ! !) 

j I I . jL  1 ■ 1 - It  . II  *->•.  I lit  <t i 

UiT  !>»•« ii  -ii  i !■ . v i ( > 

: - , - ’ !'  1 ii  . : ..  . : 

^ y\  - i i-j  i - 

hi:  v'[  j - l 

i-.'iltr;-  ' : 'i  -inj  i,  . »l  . in  , <i{  I , ‘ ,hv  ) i.  "<<  l'j  .i  i.  > 1 ) I I >i  - 

•i'ltj  T'dtl  .,  J lvj)ii'>j  r.?i  i lilt)  i|f.»  v.  U'iH  J..  I;i 

'•■it  <'liu:i>  >1  1 ! I'M  j H - il  i ’A  VII  , . C.  • •)■-.  -i  • • > i'll)  I ’ 


1 12G 


JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Christiana  Swart /.line,  by  whom  he  had  twelve 
children,  as  follows:  John  married  Elizabeth 
Fall;  Mary  married  -Jacob  Ilowell;  Moses 
married  Eliza  limit/,;  Abner  married  Sophia 
Biekel  ; Aaron  -I.  married  Harriet  Oyginger; 
Abraham  It.  married  Elizabeth  Bubb  ; Merib 
married  Jacob  Frese, ; Jacob  married  Sarah 
Enbb  ; Martha  married  John  S.  Smith  ; Sarah 
married  Reuben  KIosc;  JMatilda  married  I’eler 
Kigel.  Mr.  M iddleswarth  reared  his  family  sit 
the  homestead,  near  Beavertown,  where  he  died 
June  2,  18G5,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
At  his  own  request  he  was  laid  to  I'est  by  the 
side  of  his  faithful  and  devoted  wife,  in  the 
grave-yard  at  JJeavcrtown.  Several  years  ago 
the  Middleswarth  homestead  was  burned,  when 
many  valuable  documents  pertaining  to  the  life 
of  Hon.  Nor  M iddleswarth  were  destroyed. 
This  properly  is  known  as  the  Carpenter  home, 
and  is  owned  by  Mis.  Jacob  Feese. 

In  1812,  Xer  Middleswarth  raised  a company 
and  entered  the  service  as  captain.  His  com- 
pany was  attached  to  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania 
Rifles,  commanded  by  Colonel  Irwin. 

In  1814,  Captain  Middleswarth  raised  an- 
other company,  which  was  attached  to  a regi- 
ment commanded  by  Colonel  l hi,  in  ( General 
Cadwalader’s  division.  'They  were  stationed  at 
Marcus  Hook.  Having  returned  with  his 
companv,  he  was,  in  181b,  elected  to  represent 
his  county  in  the  Legislature,  and  for  thirteen 
terms  he  was  re-elected  to  fill  the  same  seat, 
viz. : 1 81 7-1 9-20-22— 2b-2G—2S-29-8( )-31— 3o- 
-'!() — 11.  'Twice  was  he  elected  Speaker  of  the 
House.  In  18  IS  he  represented  his  district  in 
the  State  Senate,  and  from  1 8b8  to  lSbb  was  a 
member  of  the  Thirty-third  Congress.  His 
last  public  service  was  as  associate  judge,  serving- 
one  term.  W hile  on  the  bench  Judge  Middle- 
swarth was  often  called  upon  to  act  as  interpre- 
ter of  the  German  language  for  the  president 
judge.  During  his  life  Mr.  Middleswarth  ac- 
quired considerable  wealth.  From  1S2G  to 
1 8Gb  he  owned  two  distilleries.  lie  was  the 
projector  and  principal  stockholder  in  the 
Reaver  Furnace.  From  18  11  to  18(50  he  was 
the  owner  of  a grist-null,  two  saw-mills  and  a 
clover-mill.  He  syas  also  the  owner  of  eon-id- 
eruble  retd  estate. 


The  name  and  remembrance  of  Hon.  Xer 
Middleswarth  will  long  be  cherished  in  the 
hearts  of  his  fellow-men  w ith  w hom  he  came  in 
contact,  and  in  the  hearts  of  posterity,  who 
shall  learn  of  the  nobleness  ol  his  character. 

I Ion.  D.wiki,  W'itmki:. — Of  the  prominent 
men  living  in  (he  county  of  Snyder,  there  is  no 
one  more  highly  respected  than  the  lion. 
Daniel  W'itmer.  lie  was  born  in  Chapman 
township,  Northumberland  (now  Snyder)  ( 'min- 
ty, on  February  10,  1812.  He  remained  on 
the  homestead  farm  until  seventeen  years  of 
age,  when,  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  Samuel 
W'itmer,  he  began  active  life  for  himself.  For 
eight  years  he  worked  on  the  repairs  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal.  Being  industrious  and 
saving  of  his  honest  and  well-earned  means,  he 
acquired  sullicient  funds  to  enable  him  to  enter 
upon  a higher  sphere  of  business  activity.  In 
1840,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Philip  TIerrold  in  the  mercan- 
tile and  grain  business,  two  miles  below  what  is 
now  Port  Trevcrton,  near  w here  General  W 41- 
liams’  store  now  stands.  Here  Air.  W'itmer  re- 
mained in  business  for  nine  years,  meeting  with 
continued  success.  In  18  19  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  in  the  store  to  Simon  and  Harrison  Iler- 
rold,  and  in  18b0  purchased  and  moved  back 
to  the  old  homestead,  where  his  mother  had  re- 
sided u]i  to  her  death,  in  1848.  This  place  is 
situated  about  one  mile  above  Port  Trevcrton, 
and  has  belonged  to  the  W'itmer  family  for 
over  one  hundred  years. 

In  1858  he  erected  a store-house  along  the 
west  side  of  the  public  road,  and  to  the  north 
of  his  dwelling,  and  again  embarked  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits.  In  the  spring  of  18GG  he  re- 
ceived his  son-in-law,  N.  T.  Dundore,  into 
partnership,  and  though  having  now'  retired 
from  the  active  work,  he  still  retains  his  inter- 
est. On  January  7,  1841,  Mr.  W’itmer  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  Catharine  Ilerrold,  of 
Chapman  township,  the  eldest  child  of  George 
and  Elizabeth  (Gross)  Ilerrold.  Both  Air.  and 
Airs.  W itmor  are  still  living,  enjoying  the  peace 
and  comforts  of  a well-spent  and  prosperous 
life.  Surrounded  bv  their  children  and  grand- 
children, they  pa--  the  evening;  of  their  life  in 
the  cheering  attentions  of  an  appreciative  new 
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genera! ion.  Of  (licir  marriage,  (lie  following 
arc  their  issue  : Maria,  married  to  X.  T.  I >u u- 
ilore,  of  Forks  County,  April  < » , lNtio;  Min- 
erva, married  to  Isaac  Lyer,  of  l Mi  ion  County, 
March  2.'>,  I Stilt,  whose  issue  arc  Witmer,  Sarah 
and  Franklin  ; Sarah  died  in  infancy. 

I n his  younger  days  Mr.  Witmer  showed 
great  interest  and  delight  in  the  militia  of  I’enn- 
svlvania,  an  organization  quite  popular  in  its 
day.  He  was  captain  of  a company  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  men  from  Chapman  town- 


judges  of  the  courts.  This  position  lie  occupied 
until  Decenihcr,  1 8o7,  when,  having  heen  elect- 
ed to  the  Legislature,  he  resigned  the  judgeship. 
Thus  it  was  that  Mr.  Witmer  became  the  sec- 
ond member  elected  to  the  House  from  the  new 
county,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  counties  of  Juniata,  Sny- 
der and  Union.  In  18(53,  after  receiving  the 
unanimous  nomination  of  his  party,  he  was  re- 
elected an  associate  judge,  and  served  out  his 
full  term  of  five  years.  Mr.  Witmer  has  ever 


■-hip.  In  this  position  he  formed  many  ac- 
quaintances, and  especially  when  the  annual 
“ battalion  ” came  around  were  his  acquaint- 
ances and  popularity  increased  ; for  of  all 
times  of  good  will,  genial  spirits  and  mirth, 
this  was  the  greatest  in  his  younger  days.  In 
public  life,  Mr.  Wilmer’s  experience  has  been 
varied  and  extensive.  He  held  the  ollices  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  school  director,  overseer  ol 
the  poor,  auditor  of  public  accounts  and  notarv 
public.  In  iSbo,  upon  the  formation  of  the 
county,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  first  associate 


J been  a leading  man  in  the  county.  1 1 is  judg- 
ment and  ability  have  often  been  relied  on,  as 
manifested  by  his  neighbors  seeking  his  counsel, 
and  entrusting  to  him  the  settlement  of  their 
! estates,  of  which  trusts  he  has  had  no  less  than 
| sixteen,  lie  has  always  taken  a proper  interest 
in  religious  matters,  and  as  a member  of  the 
Evangelical  Association,  has  proved  himself 
worthy  and  ever  ready  with  his  contributions. 

I lis  assistance  was  especially  given  in  the  build- 
ing of  Trautman’s  Church,  in  Ferry  township, 
and  the  church  at  Fort  Trcvcrton. 
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'I’lms  have  we  condensed  in  a few  lines  a Messrs,  Hy or  W Sell u lire.  Erom  188!)  to  I8|tj 

sketch  of  a lile  lull  of’  activity,  usefulness  and  we  find  him  employed  by  the  firm  of. I.  it  Win. 

honor.  I If.  Wagcnseller.  With  this  experience  gained  in 

ITox.  J.  G.  L.  Sn ixdkIj  was  born  at  Sun-  clerking,  and  with  the  hard-earned  means 
bury  on  September  17,  ISIS.  In  his  youth  lie  I which  he  had  carefully  saved,  in  1 8-lb,  after 

was  under  the  care  and  instruction  of  pious  and  leaving  the  Wagcnseller  firm,  he  established  lib 

industrious  parents,  who  had  much  to  do  in  own  store  on  the  west  side  of  Market  Street, 
moulding  his  after-life  of  usefulness.  1 1 is  ad-  \ the  third  lot  above  the  northwest  corner  of 
van  Intros  of  training  an  education  were  limited.  Market  and  Chestnut  Streets.  There  he  con- 
In  the  old  log  school-house  at  Sunbury  and  in  ■ tinned  for  ten  years,  when  lie  entered  into 


his  father’s  study  he  acquired  knowledge  sulli-  i 
oient  to  fit  him  for  the  active  duties  of  life. 
One  of  his  teachers  was  George  A.  Snyder,  an 
educated  man,  and  a son  of  (lovernor  Simon 
Snyder.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the 
store  of  ( ioorge  1 .ebriek  at  Sunbury,  performing 
such  services  as  one  of  his  age  was  able.  Ilei 
afterwards  entered  (he  store  of  Benjamin  lleu-S 
drieks  as  cleric.  In  I S.'Pi  he  came  to  Selins 
drove  and  was  employed  in  I lie  general  store  of 
Slerrett  A Selmurc.  lie  afterwards  clerked  for 


partnership  with  J)r.  1*.  It.  Wagcnseller  and 
bought  the  drug,  book  and  stationery-store  of 
Isaac  Gearhart.  'This  linn  continued  to  do 
business  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Market 
Square  until  1872,  when,  having  had  their  store 
destroyed  by  lire,  they  dissolved,  Mr.  Shindel 
establishing  a drug,  book  and  stationery-store 
in  the  same  room  where,  twenty-six  years  be- 
fore, he  had  first,  embarked  in  trade.  Hero 
again  lie  was  called  to  endure  the  trials  ol  ad- 
versity. Scarcely  had  two  years  elapsed  when 
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I lie  lire  ; i i i n enveloped  liis  earthly  possessions, 
uni  what  on  the  morning  of  October  .‘>0,  1 S 7 I , 
was  a cheerful,  well-stocked  store  and  a pros- 
perous trade,  in  (he  evening  was  a heap  of 
-mouldering  ruins  and  shattered  hopes.  lint 
nothing  daunted,  lie  resumed  business  on  a 
-mailer  scale  in  a small  room  on  the  south  side 
of  1’ine  Street,  a few  doors  west  of  W ater  Street, 
and  in  the  Following  year  erected  on  the  site  of 
1 1 i s ruins  the  present  line  brick  dwelling  and 
-lore,  where  he  continues  to  reside  and  conduct 
business. 

< >n  the  1 8th  of  .January,  IS ‘2,  Mr.  Shindel 
was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Abigail  Hath- 
away, of  Selin’s  Grove.  Of  this  union  the 
following  were  their  issue:  Isaac  II.,  died  in 
infancy.  R.  Hathaway,  born  September  2!), 

1 Sot)  • married,  December  25,  1872,  to  Miss 
Mary  M.  Hummel,  of  Selin’s  Grove,  who  died 
•Inly,  187!);  on  April  12,  1882,  married  to 
Miss  Llizabcth  Scholl,  of  York,  I’a.  ; resides 
at  York,  engaged  in  banking.  Susan  M , born 
December  7,  18, >7  ; married  to  Simon  Ramp,  of 
.Milton,  where  they  now  reside.  James  C.,  born 
.May  24,  18(12  ; married  to  Miss  Laura  ( ’. 
Schoeh,  of  Selin's  Grove,  Lutheran  minister  and 
is  serving  a congregation  at  Mount  Garmol. 

The  earliest  ancestor  of  M r.  Shindel  of  whom 
we  ha  venn  v know  ledge  was  John  Shindel,  a native 
of  Germany,  who  was  born  at  Odcnwaldt,  Leh- 
man’28,  1782.  He  was  married  to  Margaret 
Gephart.  lie  died  May  2D,  1789,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  his  wife,  Margaret,  September,  1828, 
who  lived  to  be  upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age. 
Tliev  cease  from  their  labors, and  lie  beneath  the 
sods  of  the  old  Lutheran  grave-yard, at  Lebanon. 
These  were  the  great-grandparents  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  article.  Their  son,  John  1\  Shindel, 
who  was  the  grandfather  of  .!.  G.  L.  Shindel, 
was  born  at  Lebanon  August  21,  170b,  and 
died  September  17,  1829.  He  also  is  buried  at 
Lebanon.  file  father  of  Air.  Shindel  was  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  Shindel,  Sr.,  of  sacred  and  honored 
memory,  and  who  was  well  known  and  loved 
throughout  this  whole  section  of  country.  I le  was 
hoiai  at  Lebanon  and  for  many  years  resided  at 
Sun  bury  as  their  Lutheran  minister.  During 
his  residence  at  this  place  he  had  also  regular 
charges  in  what  is  now  Dauphin,  Montour. 


Schuylkill,  Snyder  and  1 biion  ( .’ounlics.  Lather 
Shindel,  as  he  was  reverently  called,  was  one  of 
those  early  preachers  who  labored  in  earnest  for 
the  cause  they  espoused.  In  sunshine  and 
storm,  over  dismal  and  dangerous  roads  for 
many  a weary  mile,  he  traveled  day  and  night, 
in  order  that  he  might  fulfill  the  mission  where- 
unto  he  was  sent.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Susan  McCulloch.  After  a life  of  faithful  ser- 
vice, he  died  on  the  20th  day  of  October,  1.858, 
aged  sixty-six  years;  and  on  the  14th  of  March, 
1870,  was  joined  by  his  faithful  wife,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  'Their  issue  areas 
follows:  Jeremiah,  died,  a Lutheran  minister, 
at  Allentown,  1870;  Solomon,  died  at  Sunbury, 
1802  ; John  P.,  a Lutheran  minister,  residing 
at  Middleburg;  Louisa,  married  to  Gideon 
Leisenring,  died  at  Selin’s  Grove,  1858;  Susan, 
intermarried  with  Samuel  Gobin,  died  at  Sun- 
bury, 1878  ; Ann  Maria,  married  to  Benjamin 
Hendricks,  died  at  Sunbury,  1877 ; Jacob  G.  L., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  ; Daniel  \\  .,  physician, 
residing  at  Sunbury;  Isaac  N.,  died,  a physician, 
atSelin’s Grove,  1847;  Martin  Luther,  Lutheran 
minister,  residing  at  Danville;  Philip  Mclanc- 
thon,  resides  at  Sunbury.  NAY  have  thus  briellv 
traced  Mr.  Shindel’s  large  family  connection. 

Beside  the  life  of  business  activity  experienced, 
he  has  been  called  to  till  numerous  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  In  1858  he  was  appointed 
agent  for  the  Susquehanna  River,  North  and 
West  Branch  Telegraph  Company,  and  thus 
became  the  first  telegraph  operator  in  Snyder 
County.  This  position  he  held  for  nineteen 
years.  This  company,  after  coming  under  the 
control  of  the  American  Company,  was  finally 
embraced  in  the  Western  Union.  In  1872, 
upon  the  removal  of  the  old  line  of  wire,  which 
extended  along  the  river,  to  the  new  line,  which 
followed  the  railroad,  his  son.  R.  If.  Shindel, 
who  was  then  agent  of  the  railroad  station,  be- 
came the  operator.  In  1857,  Mr.  Shindel  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Selin’s  Grove,  which 
position  lie  retained  until  18(11.  At  the  time  of 
locating  and  establishing  the  Missionary  I list i- 
luteal  Selin’s  Grove  he  manifested  much  interest 
and  greatly  aided  the  cause.  In  a few  years  he 
was  elected  treasurer  of  the  institution,  and  has 
proved  himself  one  of  its  main  supports.  For 
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twenty-five  years  lie  lias  had  1 1 it;  care,  the  bur-  ! 

■ . f , . ’ | 

den  and  anxiety  of  managing  the  finances.  1 1 is 

work-  has  always  been  performed  in  a successful 
and  satisfactory  manner,  and  the  friends  of  edu- 
cation and  of  the  Missionary  I n.stit ute  are  under 
lasting  obligations  for  his  services.  In  the  fall 

c~>  r> 

of  1 S 70,  Mr.  Shindel  was  elected  one  of  tin'  as- 
sociate judges  of  the  courts,  which  position  he 
filled  for  the  full  term  of  five  years.  About 
this  period  he  was  also  the  treasurer  of  the  Sun- 


gregation  served  for  many  years  as  a faithful 
officer  of  the  council.  As  trustee  his  services 
extended  over  a period  of  twenty  years.  Having 
thus  spent  a life  full  of  usefulness  and  activity, 
having  received  honor  and  confidence  from  his 
fellow-men  and  having  done  good  in  his  day 
and  generation,  we  hesitate  not  in  placing  his 
sketch  upon  these  pages. 

I fox.  Jacob  A.  Smith  was  born  in  Centre 
(now  Franklin)  township  December  30,  182a, 


bury  and  Lewisfown  Railroad  Company  and  de-  | 
voted  much  of  his  time  and  rendered  valuable 
aid  in  accomplishing  the  construction  and  com- 
pletion of  I he  road. 

In  religious  matters  he  has  always  taken  the  1 
deepest  interest.  In  1837  he  was  received  into 
the  Lutheran  Church  at  Sunbury,  by  conlirma-  \ 
lion,  since  which  time  he  has  striven  to  bring 
no  reproach  upon  his  profession.  For  twenty- 
two  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Lutheran  ; 
Sunday-school  at  Selin’s  Grove,  and  in  the  con-  I 


on  the  farm  now  owned  by  T.  J.  Smith.  Esq. 
of  M iddleburg.  He  was  a son  of  George 
Smith,  who  died  when  the  son  was  only  three 
weeks  old.  1 1 is  mother’s  maiden-name  was 
Elizabeth  Alspach.  He  had  three  brothers 
and  seven  sisters.  His  elder  brother  was 
Major  Henry  A.  Smith,  who  died  at  Middle- 
burg,  and  owned  the  homestead  farm  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  George  A.  Smith,  a brother, 
a respected  citizen  of  Beavertown,  and  one  sis- 
ter residing  at  Middleburg,  and  the  subject  of 
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this  sketch  are  all  that  are  now  living,  lie 
remained  under  the  care  and  training  ol‘  his 
mother  until,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he 
was  apprenticed  to -John  Jloke,  at  Middlehurg, 
to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  two  years,  lie  built  the  first 
court-house  at  Middlehurg,  remodeled  the 
W ashington  I louse  in  that  town,  and  occupied 
it  three  years.  1 1 is  first  job  in  carpentering 
was  the  brick  house  of  Preston  Cochran,  two 
miles  east  of  Millerstown,  Perry  County.  He 
carried  his  tools  from  Middlehurg  to  Millers- 
town,  a distance  of  twenty-five  miles.  In  1802 
lie  bought  tin;  “ Morr  property,”  in  Middle  Creek 
township,  and  moved  there  the  same  year.  He 
commenced  the  mercantile  business  in  18(1(5, 
and  has  continued  to  this  lime — a period  of 
twenty  years.  June  9,  18G8,  he  laid  out  a 
number  of  lots  into  a town-plat,  and  named  it 

Smithgrove.”  When  he  moved  here  there 
were  only  two  houses  on  the  larm.  Now  there 
is  a prosperous  village  here  of  about  twenty- 
live  houses,  two  stores,  hotel,  post-office,  rail- 
road station  and  a clmreh.  This  place  is  five 
miles  east  of  Middlehurg,  on  the  Sunbury  and 
Lewistown  Railroad.  Judge  Smith  was  an 
ardent  friend  of  this  railroad.  He  subscribed 
and  paid  oue  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars 
towards  its  completion,  devoted  much  of  his 
time  to  advance  the  interests  of  this  road,  and 
donated  the  land  on  which  the  station  is  located 
and  was  the  first  agent  of  the  company  at  this 
place.  When  he  moved  here,  in  1 8(4*2,  he  was 
appointed  postmaster,  and  held  the  position  un- 
til 1882,  when  he  resigned,  having  been  elected 
associate  judge,  and  his  daughter  was  appointed 
his  successor.  The  office  is  still  kept  in  the 
sime  building.  He  is  the  friend  and  patron  of 
education,  and  served  sixteen  years  in  the  office 
of  school  director,  attending  to  his  duties  with 
fidelity.  He  also  served  as  assessor  and  as- 
dstant  assessor.  In  the  summer  of  1882  the 
Democratic  ( 'onvenlion  of  Snyder  ( anility  nom- 
inated him  for  associate  judge.  A Her  an  ex- 
citing campaign  he  was  elected  over  an  opposi- 
tion of  about  six  hundred  majority,  which  is 
abundant  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  by  his  constituents  throughout  the  county. 

Judge  Smith  was  twice  marriei  I.  1 1 is  first 


wife  was  Malinda  Walter,  who  died  at  Smith- 
grove  about  thirteen  years  ago.  He  had  two 
suns  and  five  daughters.  His  oldest  son, 
Anion,  is  the  operator  at  Selin’s  Grove.  His 
second  wife  was  t lie  widow  of  Samuel  Fox,  of 
Philadelphia.  .Judge  Smith  is  an  enterprising 
and  sociable  citizen,  a faithful  member  of  the 
Hvangelical  Association,  is  a diligent  worker  in 
the  Sunday-school  cause  and  has  delivered 
many  addresses  at  conventions  and  celebrations. 
He  has  in  his  possession  a deed  on  parchment 
measuring  two  feet  nine  inches  in  length,  and 
two  feet  one  inch  in  width.  It  contains  the 
recitals  of  a patent  from  the  commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  for  two  hundred  and  eight  acres 
of  land,  on  which  Smithgrove  is  situated,  to 
Michael  Sehocli,  dated  dune  9,  1790. 

As  an  associate  judge  he  is  obliging  and 
affable,  and,  during  the  intervals  of  the  regular 
sessions  of  the  court,  lie  is  frequently  required 
li>  perform  official  acts,  in  which  he  exercises 
much  care,  and  which  have  proven  him  to  be  a 
sale  and  honorable  judge. 

ATTORNEYS. 

Upon  the  formation  of  Snyder  County  very 
few  attorneys  resided  within  its  borders.  New 
Berlin,  the  old  county-seat,  was  where  most  of 
the  practicing  attorneys  located.  Immediately 
upon  the  formation  of  the  new  county,  attor- 
neys commenced  locating  at  Middlehurg,  the 
chosen  county-seat.  Year  after  year  additional 
members  of  the  bar  were  enrolled,  so  that  in 
18A7  we  find  Messrs.  Alleman,  Cronimiller, 
Merrill  and  Weirick  at  M iddleburg  ; Hill, 
I hover  and  Simpson  at  Selin’s  Grove  ; and  Mu- 
lick  at  Freeburg. 

At  the  period  just  mentioned,  and  for  some 
years  after,  the  suitors  residing  in  Snyder 
j County  continued  to  retain  their  attorneys  as 
employed  when  the  two  counties  were  in  one, 
and  thus  for  a number  of  years  the  courts  of 
Snyder  ( 'minty  were  well  attended  by  members 
of  the  Union  Countv  bar.  But  as  the  bar  of 
Snyder  County  increased  in  members  and  abil- 
ity, and  the  older  attorneys  of’  Union  County 
passed  away,  the  new  and  younger  citizens  of 
the  county  employed  the  attorneys  of  their  own 
district,  so  that  to-day  the  practice  of  t he  county 
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hits  sell  led  upon  the  attorneys  residing  therein. 
In  187!)  a Bar  Association  was  I’onncd  liy  (lie 
attorneys  of  Snyder,  whereupon  Samuel  A lle- 
man  was  elected  its  first  president;  L.  X.  My- 
ers, vice-president  ; Thomas  J.  Smith,  treasurer; 
and  John  11.  Arnold,  secretary. 

The  follow  in;;-  sketches  embrace  all  I ho  attor- 
neys who  located  and  practiced  in  the  county  : 

I Ion . Sam run  \VT:ii:m  k was  born  in  Union 
County  in  the  year  1808.  In  the  early  part  of 
1882  lie  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and  at 
the  same  time  was  clerk  for  the  commissioners  of 
Union  County,  lie  was  admitted  to  practice 
May  15,1834.  In  1846  he  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  deputy  attorney-general,  and  in  the 
legislative  sessions  of  1848  and  1849  repre- 
sented the  district  composed  of  Union  and  .Ju- 
niata Counties.  Upon  the  formation  of  Sny- 
der Countv  he  removed  from  New  Berlin  to 
Middleburg,  where  he  resided  and  continued 
his  practice  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Febru- 
ary 9,  186!).  While  a resident  of  Middleburg 
lie  for  a number  of  years  was  attorney  and 
counsel  for  the  commissioners  oi  Snyder  Coun- 
tv. Mr.  Weiriek  was  a successful  practitioner 
in  the  law,  a consistent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  and  a useful  and 
upright  citizen. 

I low  CKonoK  M.  Zkiom.i;  was  born  at 
Gettysburg,  Adams  County,  May  24,  181  <1. 
When  about  seventeen  years  of  age  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  printer’s  trade,  under  Jacob 
Lefcver,  of  Gettysburg,  with  whom  he  remain- 
ed nearly  three  years.  But  not  satisfied  with 
the  mere  learning  of  Ids  trade,  young  Xeigler 
improved  all  his  spare  time  in  study,  taking  a 
course  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics,  by  re- 
citing in  the  evenings  to  one  of  the  professors 
in  Pennsylvania  College.  About  1888  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law,  under  the  instruction 
of  Samuel  A.  Purviance,  in  Butler  County,  and 
in  18-10  was  admitted  to  practice.  Mr.  Xeigler 
first  opened  his  olliee  lor  practice  in  Kittanning, 
where  he  remained  three  years,  lie  then  re- 
moved to  Brook ville,  Jefferson  County,  and 
practiced  there  for  fifteen  years,  when  he  came 
to  Selin’s  Grove,  and  commenced  his  practice  in 
Snyder  County.  Mr.  Xeigler  remained  in  this 
county  two  years,  he  owning  and  occupying  the 


Snyder  mansion  during  his  residence  here.  In 
October,  1864,  he  went  to  Sunbury,  Northum- 
berland County,  where  he  still  remains  in  the 
active  practice  of  Ids  profession.  \\  Idle  a res- 
ident of  Jefferson  County  Mr.  Xeigler  was 
thrice  elected  a member  of  the  Mouse  of  Rep- 
resentatives, viz.  : 1854,  1855,  1861. 

Non.  Sami'ki.  A i.i. i:\i.\n,  the  eldest  child 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Mockert)  Alleman,  was 
born  at  Maytown,  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  on 
the  2d  of  February,  1818,  and  died  on  the  28tli 
of  February,  1881,  at  Selin’s  Grove,  Snyder 
County.  His  remains  are  interred  in  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  grave-yard  at  the  latter  place, 
his  grave  being  marked  by  a massive  granite 
stone,  bearing  simply  the  inscription  of  his  name 
and  the  dates  of  his  birth  and  death,  lie  was 
born  of  pious  and  industrious  parents,  who, 
though  unable  to  raise  their  family  in  ease  and 
ailliicncc,  struggled  with  limited  means  to  rear 
their  oilspring  in  honor  and  rectitude.  Samuel 
Alleman  was  the  eldest  of  three  brothers,  each 
of  whom  selected  one  of  the  three  popular  pro- 
fessions for  his  calling  in  life.  1 1 is  brothers 
are  the  Rev.  Monroe  J.  Alleman,  now  of  York, 
and  Dr.  Horace  Alleman,  f or  many  years  a 
practicing  physician  at  Hanover,  York  County. 
His  sisters  are  Catharine,  married  to  Lewis 
Steinmetz,  of  Lancaster  County,  and  Anna 
Mary,  married  to  Isaac  Groff,  also  of  Lancaster 
( fouiily. 

Early  in  life  Samuel  Alleman  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  by  industry  and 
economy  was  enabled  to  obtain  a liberal  educa- 
tion at  Pennsylvania  Col  lege,  ( Jcttysburg.  Work- 
ing at  times  in  the  hay  and  harvest-fields,  and 
again  by  teaching,  he  raised  sufficient  funds  to 
enable  him  to  store  his  mind  with  that  knowl- 
edge which  served  him  so  well  in  after-years. 
About  1840,  alter  leaving  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege, he  was  again  engaged  in  teaching  at  Mil- 
lersburg,  Dauphin  County,  at  w hich  place,  and 
in  the  surrounding  neighborhood,  he  is  still 
favorably  remembered  by  many  of  the  older 
citizens.  Upon  the  election  of  Samuel  Fanner 
as  sheriff  of  Dauphin  County,  Samuel  Alle- 
man was  made  his  deputy,  and  together  they 
moved  to  Harrisburg.  During  the. years  18  12- 
48  he  studied  law  in  the  olliee  of  ('rouse  A 
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;il,  1 1 : i n isi >i  1 and,  mi  ( lie  I Di  li  of  A ugusl ., 
Hlo,  was  admitted  lo  llic  bar  of  I )ai 1 1 1)1  i 1 1 
Cuiintv.  Oil  the  18th  id  Afav,  18  Hi,  Air.  Al- 
tman was  married  to  Miss  Ann  F.  Holman, 

• Must  daughter  of' the  late  Samuel  and  Sarah 
; 1 1 art  z)  Holman,  of  Harrisburg.  The  follow- 
ing are  (heir  issue,  all  of  whom  were  born  al 
Harrisburg:  Horace,  born  February  7,  18  17; 
married  September  'JS,  1 <S 7 1,  to  .Miss  Matilda 
.1.  Pierce,  of  ( icttysburg ; issue — Henry  Fierce, 
\ima  Margaret  and  Mary  Cotta.  Charles  Hol- 
man, born  January  1,  1880;  died  at  Hanover, 
l’a.,  April  ’AS),  1878.  Sarah  Hlizaboth,  born 
I'Ybruary  o,  1858;  died  at  Selin’s  drove,  July 
AS,  1870.  John  Sylvanus,  born  Aluy  'I'l, 
lsAo;  now  resides  in  Harrisburg  engaged  in 
die  practice  of  law;  in  1870  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  the  Philadelphia  bar;  married,  Oe- 
tnhcr  II,  I 888,  |o  M iss  ( ordelia  I.  Homer,  of 
W ashington,  I).  (A;  issue — Coleridge  Homer. 

I luring  the  administ  ration  oft  Jovernor  \\  i 1 1 - 
lain  F.  Johnston,  Samuel  Alleman  occupied  the 
iMidtion  of  chief  clerk  in  the  State  Department, 
under  I Ion.  Townsend  llaines  and  Hon.  A.  L. 
Russell,  secretaries  of  the  cummonwealth,  and 
held  the  same  until  dovernor  Johnston’s  sue- 
ecssnr  was  inaugurated.  This  position  he  filled 
with  great  ability,  and,  being  an  excellent  scribe, 
lie  acquired  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
tinest  clerks  that  ever  occupied  the  office.  In 
1 Sod  he  removed  from  I Iarrisburg  to  Snyder 
( ’i unity,  shortly  after  its  formation,  where,  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession, 
lie  remained  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  About 
the  year  1 80 1 he  was  elected  county  superin- 
Iriideiil  of  the  public  schools,  and  served  in  this 
rapacity  the  full  term  of  office. 

In  the  beginning  of  18G0,  Mr.  Alleman 
moved  with  1 i is  family  from  Middlelmro-  to 

* O 

Selin’s  ( ! rove,  and  took  possession  of  the  Cover- 
iiur  Snyder  mansion,  where,  on  the  date  before 
•■talcd,  lie  brealhed  bis  Iasi.  Ihiriug  the  legis- 
lative session  of  18l)  l—l!o  he  was  a member  of 
die  House  of  Representatives  from  the  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Lycoming,  Snyder 
and  Union.  W hile  thus  a member,  among 
other  bills  introduced  by  him,  one  provided  for 
the  incorporation  of  the  Middle  (’reek  Railroad 
Company,  which  was  afterwards  changed  lo  the  j 


Sunbury  and  Lewislown  Railroad  Company, 
now  in  successful  operation,  daily  adding  to  the 
enlightenment  and  prosperity  of  the  county. 
Another,  which  also  became  an  act,  provided 
for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  county-seat 
from  Middleburg  to  Selin’s  drove,  the  largest 
and  chief  business-place  of  the  county.  The 
object  of  this  act,  through  the  folly  and  delay 
of  some  of  the  very  individuals  who  would 
have  been  directly  benefited  by  the  removal, 
was  never  realized.  Though  severe  opposition 
from  the  western  half  of  the  county  existed  at 
the  time,  it  gradually  passed  away,  so  that  even 
in  some  instances,  those  who  were  most  hitter, 
came  to  acknowledge  the  policy  and  advantage 
of  having  Selin’s  drove  the  county-seat.  Rut 
this  subject  is  entirely  abandoned,  and  it  will 
doubtless  he  many  years  before  another  legisla- 
tor will  he  able  I o oiler  (o  I lie  eil  i/.ens  ol  Selin’s 
drove  what  was  oll'ered  by  Samuel  Alleman. 
During  the  year  1870-71  Air.  Alleman  was  the 
efficient  secretary  of  the  Sunbury  and  Lewis- 
town  Railroad  Company.  The  road  was  then 
finally  constructed  and  put  in  operation  ; the 
services  rendered  at  this  period  by  Air.  Alle- 
man were  of  the  most  important  character. 
In  1878  he  was  the  choice  of  the  Republican 
party  of  the  county  for  Congress,  and  had  lie 
pressed  bis  claims,  would  doubtless  have  been 
the  nominee  of  the  district,  with  fair  prospects 
of  a seat  in  the  halls  of  national  legislation. 
He  was  also  honored  by  his  party  in  the  county 
with  the  nomination  of  delegate  to  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  1878,  hut  failed  in  the  dis- 
tinct nomination.  From  time  to  time  Air. 
Allman  filled  a number  of  minor  offices  in  the 
county  and  borough  in  which  he  lived,  always 
fulfilling  the  respective  requirements  of  the 
positions  he  occupied.  As  a lawyer,  his  experi- 
ence was  extensive,  and  he  enjoyed  the  full  con- 
fidence and  patronage  of  many  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  (lie  county.  in  his  relations  to  his 
fellow-men,  Air.  Alleman  was  always  regar- 
ded a Christian  gentleman.  For  many  years 
he  was  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
manifesting  great  interest  in  its  prosperity,  and 
frequently  contributing  with  liberality  for  the 
furtherance  of  its  dillerent  departments.  The 
j doctrines  of  his  church  lie  carefully  instilled 
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into  his  family,  and  upon  this  foundation  worn 
tliev  roared.  I >n ri no-  his  life  ho  had  tin:  grati- 

fication of  .seeing  oaoli  of  his  children  becoming 
intelligent  members  of  the  same  church.  Mr. 
Allcman  had  at  all  times  a proper  conception 
of  the  importance  of  education  and  the  roijui re- 
molds necessary  for  its  proper  advancement. 
Wh  ethei1  as  teacher,  county  superintendent,  or 
director  of  the  public  schools,  and  the  Mission- 
ary Institute,  he  was  ever  earnest  in  performing 
what  he  knew  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
young,  lie  was  a useful  citizen,  a man  of 
honor  and  integrity  of  character.  To  the  poor 
and  humble  he  was  kind  and  generous.  In  the 
bestowal  of  alms,  he  sought  not  the  praise  of 
men,  but  performed  his  acts  of  charity  with  a 
deep  sense  of  his  accountability  to  his  God.  In 
social  life  he  was  hospitable  and  warm-hearted. 
( > 1 1 no  occasion  did  his  noble  nature  manifest 
itself  more  strongly  than  when  entertaining 
his  friends  around  the  festive  board.  Mr.  Al- 
ieman  was  a man  endowed  with  fine  executive 
ability,  and  was  one  of  the  representative  men 
of  the  county.  Of  such  men  it  may  well  be 
said  that  the  world  has  been  benefited  by  their 
having  lived  in  it. 

Ciiaklks  Mi;m;ir.T.  was  born  in  Union 
Oounty,  1823.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  under  the1  instruc- 
tion of  his  father,  James  Merrill,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  two  years  later,  December  Hi, 

I 8 I <i.  I pon  I he  formal  ion  of  Snyder  County, 
Mr.  Merrill  moved  to  Middleburg,  where  he 
continued  to  practice  up  to  the  time  of  his  en- 
listment, during  the  Rebellion,  as  a member  of 
Company  1 1,  Thirty- first  I Vnn’n  Volunteers.  1 1 e 
died  December  2b,  I <S6b,  in  the  prime  of  man- 
hood, being  but  forty-two  years  of  age.  In 
character  and  disposition  Mr.  Merrill  was  ever 
honest  and  honorable,  and  at  all  times  mani- 
fested the  warmest  feelings  and  an  over  willing- 
ness to  accommodate.  As  a lawyer,  his  mind 
was  well  siored  with  principles  and  technicali- 
ties ol  jurisprudence,  and  lie  was  regarded  as 
possessed  of  one  of  the  tinest  legal  minds  in 
I his  section  of  country. 

Gkokok.  Hi  i.i,  was  born  in  Northumberland 
County  on  the  3d  day  of  August,  1821.  lie 
received  his  education  in  a select  school  at  Me- 


Fwensville.  For  several  years  he  taught  school 
in  Union  County.  In  1845  he  began  the  study 
of  law  under  James  Pollock,  afterwards  Gover- 
nor, at  Milton,  and  finished  his  course  of  prep- 
aration in  the  office  of  Absalom  Swineford,  at 
New  Berlin.  During  this  course  of  study  lie 
was  also  engaged  in  teaching  as  a means  of  ob- 
taining sullicient  funds  to  prosecute  his  studies. 
In  1 <ST8  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New 
Berlin,  and  located  in  Selinsgrove,  where  lie 
practiced  his  profession  nine  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1858  he  located  at  Sunbury,  where  he 
is  still  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law.  In 
December,  1850,  he  was  elected  district  attorney 
of  Union  County,  he  being  the  first  occupant  of 
that  office  in  said  county.  Mr.  Hill  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Church.  ( )n  December 
25,  1848,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha 
Bidder,  of  Selin’s  Grove,  who  died  June  2,  1870. 
Mr.  Hill  was  afterwards  married  Miss  Sue  K. 
Kirlin,  of  Middletown,  Dauphin  County. 

Anthony  C.  Simpson  is  a native  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  in  the  year 
1827.  Hi  1845  he  entered  Trinity  College,  at 
Geneva,  N.  Y.,  where,  however,  he  remained 
only  one  year,  being  compelled  to  gain  a liveli- 
hood ; so  that  we  find  him  clerking  in  a hard- 
ware-store in  Geneva  until  1848.  He  then  en- 
tered the  office  of  Hon.  Charles  J.  lodger,  and 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  law.  On  the 
8th  of  May,  18-19,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  shortly  after  located  at  Selin’s  Grove,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
remained  at  this  place  until  1872,  when  he 
moved  to  Northumberland  and  practiced  in 
Northumberland  County'.  About  1878  he  re- 
turned to  Selin’s  Grove,  where  he  still  resides. 
From  1861  to  1864,  Mr.  Simpson  held  the 
position  of  district  attorney  in  the  county  of 
Snyder.  During  the  Rebellion  he  was  captain 
of  Company  D,  Eighteenth  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers.  'This  was  in  the  fall  of 
1862.  hi  the  summer  o(  1863  he  became 
captain  of  Company  1,  Thirtieth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  with  his  company 
was  sworn  into  the  United  States  service.  This 
rank  he  held  for  about  six  weeks,  when  his 
company  was  mustered  out  of  service,  llealler- 
wards  held  a position  in  the  Army'  of  the  Polo- 
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mac,  bring  al  (al  lied  lo  I lie  commissary  of  sub- 
•i.'tcnco,  Department  of  Washington,  with  the 
rank  of  major.  Mr.  Simpson  atone  time  was 
(president  of  the  Siinbiirv  and  Lewistown  Rail- 
mad  ( ’ompany,  and  it  was  during  his  adminis- 
tration that  the  road  was  completed.  He  is 
now  solicitor  of  the  same  company. 

Ciiaim.ks  TfowEltis  a nati veof  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  February  18,  1882. 
1 1 is  birth-place  was  on  the  old  homestead  called 


Mr.  II  nwer  were  .lolin  Nicholas  and  I'.l  i /.a  I jet  h 
I lower,  the  latter’s  maiden-name  having  been 
Dreisbaeh,  both  of  whom  lis’ed  and  died  in 
Nort  hampton  County.  1 1 is  father  was  Jacob 

I lower,  born  April  I,  17ICJ;  died  May  0,180  1, 
and  was  buried  at  Milllintown,  Juniata  ('ountv. 

I I is  mother  was  Miss  Mary  Mordcn,  who  died 
December  27,  18 (Jo,  aged  seventy-four  years, 
and  her  remains  were  interred  by  the  side  of 
her  husband.  She  was  a daughter  of  George 


Howerton,  in  Allen  township  of  that  county,  a 
'pot  early  settled  by  his  ancestors  upon  their 
arrival  from  (Germany.  FI i is  place,  for  a per- 
iod of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
lias  remained  in  possession  of  the  I lower  family, 
bring  still  owned  by  George  I lower,  now  eiglitv- 
«eyen  years  old,  an  uncle  of  the  subject  of  ibis 
sketch.  Mr.  Mower’s  great-grandfather  was 
Frederick  Mower,  born  at  Baden,  Germany, 
who  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when 
only  eight  years  of  age.  The  grandparents  of 


Mordcn,  a native  of  England,  who  at  an  early 
age  was  brought  to  this  country  bv  his  parents, 
who  were  Quakers,  and  located  at  Belviderc, 
N.  J. 

Mr.  II  ower  obtained  his  elementary  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  McFwensville 
Academy,  Northumberland  County.  I util 
nineteen  years  of  age,  when  not.  attending  school, 
j he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm.  At  this  age 
j he  entered  the  active  scenes  of  life  on  his  own 
i responsibility.  After  leaving  the  parental  roof 
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lie  engaged  111  teaching  school  lor  llircc  eonseo- 
ulivc  years — first  in  I )<;lii\v:iro  and  then  in  (Jliil- 
lis(|iiiU|iio  townships,  Noil humberland  ( 'omits', 

: i n < I finally  in  Liberty  township,  Montour 
County.  I n this  way  ho  acquired  sufficient 
means  to  prosecute  the  study  of  the  lass.  In 
I S .r> I lie  entered  the  office  of  William  (J.  Law- 
son,  Esq.,  a prominent  lawyer  at  Milton,  under 
whose  charge  he  received  preparatory  instruc- 
tion and  soon  after  entered  the  Easton  Law 
School,  then  in  charge  of  Judge  McCartney  and 
Judge  (freon,  the  latter  now  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
completed  his  course  of  study  at  this  iustitu- 
t ion. 

At  November  term,  1 8b 4,  he  was  admit- 
ted to  practice  in  the  courts  of  Northumberland 
( Minify,  his  examining  committee  being  Hon. 

( ieorge  F.  Miller,  II  on.  Joseph  ( 'asey  and  I Ienry 
I tunnel,  Esq.  The  vear  following,  upon  the 
formation  of  Snvdcr  County,  he  located  at  Sel- 
in’s ( irove,  A pril  d,  1855,  w here  lie  has  since  re- 
sided and  been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of 
h is  chosen  profession. 

On  the  2(>th  day  of  December,  1X54,  lie  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amanda  Nicholas, 
of  Northumberland  County.  Their  union  in 
life  was  of  but  few  years’  duration, — the  wife 
and  mother  dying  October  1 I,  1X58,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Lutheran  grave-yard  at  Selin’s 
(irove.  Their  only  daughter,  Marv  Alice,  born 
October  2,  1X55,  is  married  to  William  Field 
Shay,  Esq.,  and  resides  at  Watsontown,  Pa.; 
and  their  only  soil-,  Asher  Morden,  born  Sep- 
tember 17,  1X57,  is  unmarried  and  still  resides 
under  the  parental  roof. 

In  1858  Mr.  I lower  was  elected  district  at- 
torney of  Snyder  County  by  an  unusually  large 
majority,  which  office  he  filled  for  three  years. 
< )n  the.  1st  of  September,  1859,  he  was  married 
to  his  present  wife,  Rebecca  Shriner,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Shriner,  of  MilTliubiirg,  Union  Coun- 
tv, Pa.,  who,  in  his  declining  years, — now  being 
in  his  ninety-third  year  of  age — makes  his  home 
with  his  daughter  and  son-in-law.  Mr.  Shriner 
is  the  only  person  now  living,  so  far  as  is  known, 
who  saw  the  famous  Dr.  Joseph  Priest  lev  al  ivo  at 
Noi  l hiunborland, — J ’riesl  ley  arriving  t here  from 
England  about  the  same  year  that  Mr.  Shriner 


was  horn,  1798,  and  dying  in  180-1,  when  Mr. 
Shriner  was  about  eleven  years  of  age. 

During  the  Rebellion  Mr.  1 lower,  in  ( )ctoher, 
f 8(12,  enlisted  in  the  One  1 1 undred  and  Seventy- 
second  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  a 
quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieuten- 
ant. In  1801  he  was  made  a member  of  the 
board  of  enrollment  of  the  Fourteenth  District 
of  Pennsylvania. 

As  a lawyer,  lie  has  enjoyed  a liberal  patron- 
age, and  has  attained  a prominent  standing  in 
his  profession.  In  1882  the  Republican  par- 
ty of  his  county  instructed  its  delegate  to  the 
State  Con  volition  to  support  him  for  the  nomi- 
nation for  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Col- 
onel David  Taggart,  the  Senatorial  delegate, 
also  favored  his  nomination,  as  well  as  a respect- 
able number  of  other  delegates  throughout  the 
State  ; but  he  declined  having  his  name  brought 
before  the  convention.  For  a number  of  yea  is 
he  was  solicitor  of  the  Sunhurv  and  Lewistown 
Railroad  ( ’oinpany,  under  the  management  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company. 

( )n  the  night  of  the  8th  of  December,  1X77, 
an  elderly  couple  named  John  and  Crctcheii 
Kint/ler,  of  Adams  township,  Snyder  County, 
were  murdered,  and  their  bodies  consumed  in 
their  burning  dwelling.  The  commissioners  of 
the  county  decided  to  investigate  the  ease  ami 
prosecute  the  perpetrators  of  the  crime,  if  discov- 
ered. Suspicion  was  fixed  upon  Israel  Erb, 
Emanuel  Fttinger  and  Uriah  and  Jonathan 
Moyer,  parties  residing  about  three  or  four  miles 
from  the  scene  of  the  murder.  The  commis- 
sioners asked  Mr.  Dower  to  become  tlieir  coun- 
sel, which  he  agreed  to  do  on  condition  only  that 
he  could  assure  himself  first  that  the  person- 
named  were  guilty.  After  a careful  examina- 
tion of  the  witnesses  he  consented  to  act  as  coun- 
sel, and  advised  the  arrest  of  the  suspected  per- 
sons, all  of  whom  were  convicted  of  murder  in 
the  first  degree.  Fttinger,  after  his  conviction, 
committed  suicide  in  jail  ; Jonathan  and  I riah 
Moyer  were  executed,  and  the  sentence  ol  Israel 
Erb  was  commuted  by  the  Hoard  ol  Pardons  In 
imprisonment  for  life  in  the  penitentiary.  These 
were  the  first  and  only  persons  that  were  ever 
convicted  of  felonious  homicide  in  the  count  v ot 
Snyder,  and  the  conviction,  beyond  a doubt, 
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was  n just  one.  After  conviction,  Emanuel 
Fttinger  and  Uriah  Moyer  confessed  their 

K'lilt- 

For  many  years  Mr.  F Tower  has  boon  em- 
ployed in  the  greater  part,  if  not  in  all,  of  the 
important  eases  tried  in  Snyder  County.  1 1 is 
practice,  however,  was  not  confined  to  his  own 
county;  but  he  was  frequently  employed  in  im- 
portant cases  in  Lycoming,  Northumberland, 
Montour,  Dauphin  and  other  counties.  He  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  in  the 
central  part  of  the  State. 

Hon.  John  P.  Cronimilleu  was  born  at 
Mifllinburg,  Union  County,  November  19, 1820, 
and  died  at  the  same  place  January  15,  1885. 
In  early  life,  under  the  instruction  of  his  father, 
Jacob  Cronimiller,  he  learned  the  trade  of 
hlacksmithing,  and  for  a number  of  years  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  that  honest  and  honorable 
calling  at  his  native  place.  He  attended  the 
free  schools,  the  Mifllinburg  Academy,  and  af- 
terwards completed  his  education  at  the  Lewis- 
hurgh  University.  Pie  then  devoted  some  years 
to  teaching,  and  was  engaged  in  this  calling  at 
Milll inburg,  Easton,  Middleburg  and  Sunbury. 
About  1854  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  at 
New  Berlin,  under  the  instruction  of  A bsalom 
Swineford,  Esq.  In  1.850  he  moved  to  Middle- 
burg, lately  made  the  county-seat  of  the  new 
county  of  Snyder,  and  continued  to  prosecute 
the  study  of  the  law  under  Charles  Merrill,  Esq. 
Upon  the  completion  of  his  studies,  and  his  ad- 
mission to  the  Snyder  County  bar,  on  the  22d 
day  of  September,  1857,  Mr.  Cronimiller  entered 
into  a law  partnership  with  his  preceptor,  Air. 
Merrill.  After  a period  of  about  five  years, 
and  upon  the  enlistment  of  Mr.  Merrill  in  the 
Federal  army,  Mr.  Cronimiller  continued  the 
practice  of  law.  In  1872  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  Constitutional  Convention.  In  the 
fall  of  1873  he  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa 
Shindel,  daughter  of  Lev.  J.  P.  Shindcl,  of 
Middleburg.  After  a continuous  and  successful 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  for  a period  of 
twenty-four  years,  Mr.  Cronimiller  moved  back 
to  his  native  place,  with  the  plausible  expecta- 
tion of  the  remainder  of  his  life  being  spent  in 
retirement  and  case.  In  three  years  idler  his 
removal  from  Middleburg  he  passed  to  the  eter- 
91 


nal  world.  Mr.  Cronimiller  was  a man  of  hon- 
or and  of  the  highest  integrity.  He  was  a use- 
ful and  consistent  member  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church.  In  his  profession  he  ranked 
among  the  first.  His  office,  on  the  corner,  a 
few  doors  east  of  the  court-house,  will  long  be 
remembered  as  the  rendezvous  of  his  brethren 
in  the  profession,  where  they  often  met  in  social 
converse  and  recited  many  a jovial  story.  Mr. 
Cronimiller’s  demise  was  regretted  by  his  nu- 
merous friends,  among  whom  none  were  more 
sincere  than  those  of  the  profession. 

Solomon  M align  was  born  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  Northumberland  County,  June 
15,  1831;  died  at  Sunbury,  March  21,  1882. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to  Selin’s  Grove 
where,  for  a time,  he  was  under  the  tutorship  of 
Dr.  J.  C.  Fisher.  This  was  followed  by  a four- 
years’  course  of  classical  and  scientific  instruc- 
tion in  the  Freeburg  Academy.  At  one  time 
he  was  principal  of  the  Selin’s  Grove  High 
School.  In  1856  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  George  Hill,  Esq.,  at  Selin’s 
Grove,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
Snyder  County  courts  February  23,  1858. 
After  a short  legal  partnership  with  A.  C. 
Simpson,  Air.  Malick  accepted  a co-principalship 
in  the  Freeburg  Academy,  which  continued  for 
several  years,  he,  in  the  meantime,  practicing 
his  profession  in  the  courts  to  which  he  was  ad- 
mitted. In  the  spring  of  1861  he  moved  with 
his  f amily  to  Sunbury,  where  he  continued  in 
active  practice  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In 
1866  he  was  made  county  attorney,  and  was  re- 
appointed to  that  position  by  the  commissioners 
in  1867.  Tn  the  spring  of  1872  he  was  elected 
chief  burgess  of  Sunbury,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1873  and  1874.  Early  in  1858  Air.  Alalick 
was  married  to  Aliss  Alary  Ann  Roush,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Roush,  of  Freeburg,  Snyder 
County.  In  his  younger  days  he  worked  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  eighteen.  He  then  spent 
some  two  years  in  the  cabinet-maker’s  business. 
Air.  Alalick  possessed  fine  musical  talent,  and 
early  turned  his  attention  in  this  direction  and 
received  instruction  in  the  same.  In  after  years 
he  took  great  delight  in  instructing  others  and 
in  leading  in  musical  concerts,  lie  became  the 
author  of  some  choice  musical  compositions, 
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smut!  <>l’  which  wore  published.  M r.  M alick 
was  a trustworthy  anil  sincere;  Iriend,  a uselul 
citizen,  an  honest  and  conscientious  lawyer,  and 
when  Death  claimed  what  was  mortal  the  influ- 
ence of  his  spirit  was  cherished  hy  many  mourn- 
ing acquaintances. 

John  II.  Ai:noi,i>  is  a native  of  Perry 
County  and  was  horn  March  IS,  1S37.  In 
early  life  lie  obtained  a complete  education, 
having  attended  the  New  Bloomfield  Academy, 
Perry  County,  the  Newville  Academy,  Cum- 
berland County,  and  finally,  in  1857,  graduat- 
ing at  Jefferson  College,  lie  read  law  under 
the  instructions  of  Benjamin  and  C.  J.  T.  Mc- 
Intire,  at  New  Bloomfield,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  courts  of  Perry  County  April  10,  I860. 
Shortly  after  he  located  at  Middleburg  and  on 
the  24th  of  May,  1800,  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  several  courts  of  Snyder  County. 
Mr.  Arnold  was  district  attorney  for  the  county 
last  named  from  1870  to  1879.  Part  of  his 
time  has  been  devoted  to  teaching.  During 
the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Com- 
pany D,  Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  in  the 
three  months’  service.  August  28,  1803,  lie 
was  appointed  first  lieutenant  in  the  recruiting 
service  by  Adjutant-General  Russell.  After- 
ward he  joined  Company  G,  Ninth  Pennsylva- 
nia Cavalry,  and  became  chief  clerk  to  General 
Kilpatrick  in  the  campaign  through  the  Caro- 
linas. 

B.  F.  IIouskwkrtii  was  born  at  Selin’s 
Grove,  educated  in  the  public  schools,  read  law 
with  A.  C.  Simpson  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  courts  of  Snyder  County  in  1800. 
lie  commenced  practice  at  Middleburg  in  the 
law-office  of  Samuel  Alleman,  Esq.,  where  he 
remained  but  a short  time  and  then  returned  to 
Selin’s  Grove.  He  continued  his  practice  at 
Selin’s  Grove  until  he  moved  to  Iowa,  where 
he  is  still  in  practice.  During  the  War  of ’61 
he  enlisted  in  one  of  the  companies  that  went 
out  from  this  county. 

IIo.n.  Jeremiah  Snyder  is  a native  of  Sny- 
der County  and  was  born  in  1882.  In  early 
years  he  was  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  an 
education,  spending  his  time  entirely  on  the 
farm.  After  the  age  of  twenty  he,  however, 
began  to  apply  himself  diligently  and  in  a few 


years  engaged  in  teaching  in  Penn  township, 
Middleburg  and  New  Berlin.  It  was  while 
teaching  at  New  Berlin  that  he  began  the  study 
of  law  under  the  instruction  of  Isaac  Slenker, 
Esq.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  entered  the 
law-office  of  Charles  1 lower,  Esq.,  of  Selin’s 
Grove,  and  in  March,  1801,  was  admitted  to 
practice!  in  the  Snyder  County  courts.  In  I8li0 
he  served  as  a delegate  to  the  Democratic  Con- 
vention at  Charleston.  In  April,  1801,  Mr. 
Snyder  enlisted  in  the  volunteer  service  of  the 
United  States.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment,  three  months,  he  recruited  Company 
F,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-first  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  In  the  win- 
ter of  1802  lie  removed  to  Shamokin  and  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  the  following 
April  removed  to  Sunbury.  In  1805  he  was 
elected  district  attorney  of  Northumberland 
County,  and  in  1808  was  re-elected.  In  Au- 
gust, 1800,  he  was  delegate  from  the  Four- 
teenth Congressional  District  of  Pennsylvania 
to  the  Union  Convention  in  Philadelphia.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  a justice  of  the  peace  at 
Sunbury,  which  office  he  resigned  in  1877  and 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  serving  as  mem- 
ber of  the  House  from  1877  to  1878. 

James  N.  Knight  was  born  at  Liverpool, 
Pa.,  1810.  He  was  educated  at  the  Freeburg 
Academy;  when  about  twenty-one  years  of  age 
lie  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  Solomon 
Malick,  Esq.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  courts  of  Snyder  County  in  1868.  Died 
at  Freeburg  May  8,  1875.  Mr.  Knight,  during 
his  period  of  practice,  had  manifested  the  ele- 
ments of  becoming  one  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  bar;  but  in  the  prime  of  life  he  was 
called  hence. 

Thomas  J.  Smith  is  a native  of  the  county, 
and  was  born  at  Middleburg  July  20,  1837. 
lie  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 
afterwards,  in  1 861 , graduated  from  the  Dickin- 
son Seminary,  Williamsport,  1’a.  For  a num- 
ber of  terms  lie  engaged  in  teaching,  both  iu 
his  native  county  and  in  Centre  County.  In 
1863  Mr.  Smith  commenced  the  study  of  law 
under  the  instruction  of  Charles  Merrill,  Esq., 
and  completed  his  course  under  Samuel  "Wei rick, 
Esq.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  February 
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27,  J865.  Mi1.  Smith  has  been  nominated  for 
district  attorney,  for  the  Legislature  and  for 
Congress,  hut  his  party  being  in  the  minority, 
bis  election  was  always  impossible.  'These 
compliments  showed  the  esteem  in  which  Mr. 
Smith  was  held  by  many  of  the  citizens  of  the 
count  v. 

lb  T.  Panics  was  born  at.  New  Berlin,  Union 
County,  December  17,  18-12.  In  1850,  in  com- 
pany with  his  parents,  he  came  to  Selin's  drove. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  in 
the  classical  department  of  the  Missionary  In- 
stitute. Mr.  Parks  has  devoted  considerable 
time  to  teaching,  having  (aught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Middleburg,  Salem  and  Selin’s  drove. 
At  September  term,  1856,  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  courts  of  Snyder  County,  having 
previously  read  law  under  the  instructions  of 
Charles  Howcr,  Esq.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he 
was  elected  district  attorney,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1870.  Air.  Parks  also  represented  the 
county  for  a period  of  six  years  as  counsel  for 
the  commissioners.  During  the  Rebellion  he 
enlisted  as  private  in  Company  B,  Sixth  Penn- 
sylvania Reserves,  and  served  until  honorably 
discharged.  He  then  re-enlisted  in  Company 
(I,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-seventh  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  as  a private.  During 
this  last  enlistment  he  rose  through  promotion 
to  first  lieutenant  of  the  company,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  During  his  military 
career  Lieutenant  Parks  made  some  very  narrow 
escapes  with  his  life,  at  one  time  being  shot 
through  the  head.  His  sears  are  the  best  evi- 
dence of  his  valor  and  devotion  to  the  Union. 

Hon.  L.  jN.  Myers  was  born  in  "Juniata 
County  February  22,  1838  ; educated  in  public 
schools,  and  at  (lie  MeA  listcrvillc  and  Shirlcys- 
burg  Academies.  He  was  admitted  to  practice 
about  1869,  and  in  1873  was  elected  district 
attorney  in  Snyder  County  ; he  having  moved 
into  the  said  county  some  time  previous,  locating 
at  Middleburg.  In  1881  Mr.  Myers  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  as  representative 
of  this  county.  In  1883  he  removed  with  his 
Inin i ly  to  Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. 

( I rouge  A.  Botdorf  was  born  at  Freelmrg 
September  25,  18  18.  He  received  his  education  I 


in  the  public  schools  and  the  Freebnrg  Acad- 
emy. Afterwards  taught  school  in  Union, 
Juniata,  Northumberland  and  Snyder  Counties, 
in  all  ten  terms.  He  also  studied  and  prac- 
ticed surveying.  About  1869  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law  under  A.  C.  Simpson,  Esq., 
at  Selin’s  Grove,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
at  May  term,  1871.  Since  his  admission  Mr. 
Botdorf  has  continued  to  practice  his  profession, 
having  his  ollicc  and  residence  in  Freelmrg,  his 
native  place. 

Horace  Aeeeman  is  a native  of  Dauphin 
County,  and  was  born  at  Harrisburg  February 
7,  18  17.  At  the  age  often  years  became  with 
his  parents  to  Snyder  County.  His  education 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Dauphin 
and  Snyder  Counties;  in  select  schools  at  1 larris- 
burg  and  Middleburg;  at  the  Missionary  In- 
stitute, Selin’s  Grove,  and  at  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege, Gettysburg,  from  which  last-named  insti- 
tution he  graduated  June,  1869.  In  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
under  the  instruction  of  his  father,  Samuel 
Alleman,  Esq.,  and  so  continued  until  the  fall 
of  1870,  when  he  entered  the  senior  class  of  the 
Law  Department,  Columbia  College,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  In  June,  1871,  he  graduated  from 
this  institution,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  several  courts  of  the  district.  Upon  his  re- 
turn to  this  county  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
September  25,  1871,  since  which  time  he  has 
practiced  in  the  county.  Mr.  Alleman  has  been 
commissioned  a notary  public  from  1870  to  the 
present  time,  with  the  exception  of  the  period 
spent  in  Washington.  Upon  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1881,  he  was  elected 
a director  of  the  Missionary  Institute.  During 

. o 

the  Rebellion,  September,  1862,  being  but  a 
lad,  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  enlisted  as  private 
in  Company  D,  Eighteenth  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer  Militia,  and  in  June,  1863, 
re-enlisted  in  Company  T,  Thirtieth  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia,  having  been 
sworn  into  the  United  States  service.  In  1884 
Mr.  Alleman  was  appointed  county  attorney, 
and  in  I hi'  following  year,  upon  the  meeting  of 
an  entire  new  board  of  commissioners,  was  re- 
appointed to  the  same  position. 

ID  :nuy  II.  Grimm  was  born  at  Frceburg, 


.IfTHUOO  rA' \YA< 


■ h : >Tl 

■'!  I I 


■hi  fiw<  HB'if  i 'Cl  J i [ 


1440 


JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Snyder  ( 'minty,  Juno  30,  1815.  lie  received 
his  education  in  the  public  .schools,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Freeburg  Academy.  In  18(11) 
lie  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  the  in- 
struetion  of  Anthony  C.  Simpson,  Esq.,  and 
completed  his  course  under  the  instruction  of 
James  V . Knight,  Esq.  Air.  Grimm  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  several  courts  of  Snyder 
County  at  December  term,  1871.  lie  held  a 
commission  of  notary  public  from  1872  to  1875. 
In  the  fall  of  187(1  he  was  elected  district  at- 
torney, and  it  was  during  his  term  of  office  that 
the  famous  Kinstler  murder  trials  took  place. 

Albert  \Y.  Potter  is  a native  of  Hunting- 
don  County,  and  was  born  at  Shirleysburg  Janu- 
ary 7,  18-17.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  the  Kishacoquillas  Semi- 
nary, in  Alilllin  County.  In  early  manhood 
Air.  Potter  taught  school  in  Juniata,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Blair  and  Alitllin  Counties.  In  1870 
he  commenced  the  stiuly  of  law,  under  the  in- 
struction of  G.  \\  . .Elder,  Esq.,  of  Lewistown, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  Alitllin  County 
April  1,  1872.  Shortly  after  his  admission  he 
removed  to  Selin’s  Grove,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, practicing  his  profession  as  a member  of 
this  bar.  In  1875  Air.  Potter  was  county  at- 
torney, and  held  this  position  for  several  years. 
During  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  and  served  in 
Company  F,  Forty-sixth  Regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteer  Afilitia,  being  but  in  his  six- 
teenth year. 

William  P.  Sciiarf  was  born  at  Selin’s 
Grove  July  20,  1 819  ; Mas  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  the  Ali.-sionary  Institute,  Selin’s 
Grove.  In  1872  he  began  the  study  of  law, 
under  Charles  Mower,  Esq.,  and  after  complet- 
ing his  course  was  admitted  to  practice  at  Feb- 
ruary term,  1874.  In  1878  Air.  Scharf  was 
elected  county  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  and  served  one  full  term.  He  has  de- 
voted most  of  his  time  to  educational  matters, 
and  has,  for  a number  of  years,  been  successful 
in  teaching.  At  present  he  is  in  the  United 
States  Alail  service,  on  the  Northern  Central 
Railway. 

Henry  G.  Deitricii  is  a native  of  the 
county,  and  was  born  in  Penn  township  ( Ictober 
22,  1836.  His  early  days  were  spent  on  the 


firm,  assisting  his  father.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  the  Freeburg 
Academy  and  the  Missionary  Institute,  and  de- 
voted much  of  his  time  to  teaching  in  North- 
umberland and  Snyder  Counties.  In  1873 
Air.  Deitrich  commenced  the  study  of  law, 
under  the  instruction  of  Horace  Alleman,  Esq., 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  several 
courts  of  Snyder  County  December  15,  1875. 
Since  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  has  resided 
and  practiced  in  Selin’s  Grove. 

Albert  AI.  Pfaiiler  was  born  in  Somerset 
County  October  25,  1850;  died  at  Aliddleburg 
August  18,  1879;  educated  by  his  father,  the 
Rev.  AI.  H.  Pfahler,  in  the  public  schools,  and 
attended  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg, 
several  sessions.  Subsequently  he  attended  a 
course  of  medical  lectures  in  St.  Louis,  and 
taught  in  the  public  schools  of  West  Virginia 
and  Illinois,  holding  a professional  certificate  in 
the  latter  State.  In  1868  Air.  Pfahler  came  to 
Snyder  County,  stopping  sometimes  at  Selin’s 
Grove  and  at  other  times  at  Shamokin  Dam. 
About  this  time  he  was  put  to  the  test  of  a hard 
struggle  for  a livelihood;  but,  being  determined 
and  with  admirable  pluck,  he  took  up  the 
shovel  and  pick  and  became  a day-laborer  on 
the  Sunbury  and  Lewistown  Railroad,  which 
was  then  being  constructed.  After  this  he 
taught  school  in  Alonroe  township,  and  for  a 
short  time  read  and  practiced  medicine  under 
Dr.  Isaac  Hottenstcin,  of  Shamokin  Dam. 
Thus  it  was  that  he  struggled  for  an  honest  and 
honorable  living.  Ultimately  he  registered  iii 
the  office  of  S.  P.  Wolverton,  Esq.,  of  Sunbury, 
1 and  began  the  studv  of  law.  Air.  Pfaiiler  was 
first  admitted  to  practice  in  Northumberland 
County  in  1873.  In  1875  he  located  at  Alid- 
dleburg and  was  admitted  to  the  Snyder 
County  bar.  After  a short,  but  successful  and 
promising,  practice  in  his  profession,  he 
was  called  from  time  to  eternity.  Air. 
Plahler  at  all  times  exhibited  a kind  and  gentle- 
manly disposition.  In  his  study  and  practice 
he  showed  that  interest  and  determination 
which,  in  later  years,  would  have  placed  him 
in  (he  front  rank  of  the  profession. 

Jacob  Gilbert  was  born  in  Aliddle  Creek 
township,  Snyder  County,  on  the  Gth  of  No- 
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vnnber,  1852.  Ho  was  educated  at  the  Union 
Seminary,  Now  Berlin.  Mr.  Gilbert  has  de- 
voted some  time  to  teaching  in  this  county  and 
at  Middlcburg,  having  taught  about  eight 
terms.  In  1874  lie  commenced  the  study  of 
law,  under  the  instruction  of  T.  J.  Smith,  Esq., 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  several 
(Mints  of  Snvdcr  County  at  May  term,  1870. 
Since  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  has  resided 
at  Middlcburg,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession. 

('ll A Ki.KS  I’.  Ur. UK'II  was  born  in  Selin’s 
(hove  .January  .41,  1854.  lie  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools,  at  the  Missionary  Institute, 
Selin’s  Grove, and  atM uhlenberg College,  Allen- 
town. In  the  winter  of  1809-70  he  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  Jackson  township.  In 
the  beam niim  of  1770  Mr.  Ulrich  commenced 
the  study  of  law,  under  the  instruction  of 
Charles  Mower,  Esq.,  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  several  courts  of  Snyder  County  at 
February  term,  1878.  From  1878  to  the  pres- 
ent time  lie  has  held  a commission  as  notary  pub- 
lic. Shortly  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  Mr. 
Ulrich  located  at  Middlcburg  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  He,  however, 
remained  there  but  a short  time,  when  lie 
located  permanently  at  Selin’s  Grove. 

Fi:i:i)i;kick  E.  Bow i:u  was  born  at  Selin’s 
drove  January  21,  1840.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  and  select  schools  at  Middle- 
burg,  and  at  the  University  at  Lewisburg, 
from  which  last  institution  he  graduated  in 
'June,  1809.  In  1804-05  he  taught  school 
in  Chapman  township.  In  1809-70  Mr. 
Bower  took  a course  of  medical  lectures 
and  bad  as  his  preceptor  the  late  Dr.  D.  R. 
Wagcnseller,  of  Selin’s  Grove.  In  the  fall  and 
winter  of  1870-71  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  the 
natural  sciences  in  the  Keystone  Academy,  Fac- 
torvville,  Wyoming  County.  He  then  took  a 
theological  course  at  Crozer  Theological  (Sem- 
inary, Delaware  County,  from  which  institution 
lie  graduated  in  1874.  In  September,  1874, 
he  became  pastor  of  a Baptist  congregation  at 
Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  and  served  this  people 
until  1875.  In  187(1  Mr.  Bower  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  law,  and  became  a student  under 
die  instruction  of  John  Ik  Cronimillcr,  Esq. 


He  was  admitted  to  practice  at  May  term,  1878. 
In  1 880  was  census  enumerator  in  Middlcburg 
and  Franklin  townships.  In  the  fall  of  1882 
Mr.  Bower  was  elected  district  attorney  against 
an  adverse  majority  of  six  hundred,  and  in  1885 
was  re-elected  by  a still  greater  majority.  1 hiring 
the  Rebellion  he  was  a member  of  Company 
A,  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Militia.  Taken  all  in  all,  Mr. 
Bower  has  had  a remarkable  career  for  one  of 
his  years. 

Wiu.tA.M  II.  Dim,  was  born  in  Warwick, 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  2(ith  of  August, 
1841  ; educated  at  Rutgers  College,  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.  On  the  18th  day  of  August, 
1862,  he  entered  the  Union  army  as  a private  in 
Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth 
New  York  Volunteers.  During  his  service 
Mr.  Dill  rose  successively  to  the  following 
ranks:  first  sergeant,  second  lieutenant,  first 
lieutenant,  captain  and  major.  He  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Chaneellorsville  and  at  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness;  discharged  at  the 
close  of  the  war  at  Whites  Range,  Texas.  In 
February,  18G7,  he  came  to  Frceburg,  where 
he  at  once  took  part  in  the  cause  of  education, 
and  soon  became  principal  of  the  academy  at 
that  place.  In  1874  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law,  under  the  instructions  of  II.  II.  Grimm, 
Esq.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  September 
2G,  187G.  In  May,  1884,  Mr.  Dill  was  elected 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
county.  He  still  continues  his  residence  at  Free- 
burg. 

N.  I.  Pottkr  was  born  in  Centre  County 
January  27,  185G  ; died,  after  a brief  illness,  at 
Selin’s  Grove,  January  29,  1885.  Mr.  Rotter 
was  principally  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
At  different  periods  he  engaged  in  teaching. 
In  187G  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  under 
the  instruction  of  his  brother,  A.  W.  Rotter, 
Esq.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
several  courts  of  Snyder  County  in  1878.  In 
1874  he  removed  to  Shamokin,  where  he 
opened  his  office,  with  fair  prospects  of  success 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  the  midst 
of  bright  prospects,  and  while  on  a visit  to 
his  father  in  Selin’s  Grove,  he  was  confined  to 
his  hod,  and  in  a few  days  passed  from  mor- 
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talitv  into  life.  During  his  residence  in  this 
county  Mr.  Potter  muni  tested  the  elements  of 
ultimate!  success  in  his  profession.  He  was 
noted  for  his  social  <|nalil ics,  and  his  early  de- 
parture was  a source  of  deep  regret  to  his  many 
friends. 

William  10.  I [oi'SKWKUTit  is  a native  of 
the  county,  and  was  horn  at  Selin’s  ( i rove  No- 
vemher  7,  185.3.  lie  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  at  the  Missionary  Insti- 
tute. In  1803  lie  was  apprenticed  to  Franklin 
Wei  rick,  where  he  learned  the  printing  trade. 
From  1870  to  1880  he  was  engaged  in  teaching 
— most  of  the  time  in  Selin’s  drove.  In  1878 
Mr.  Housewerth  commenced  the  study  of  law 
under  the  instruction  of  Charles  Hower,  Esq., 
and  at  December  term,  1880,  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  several  courts  of  Snyder  County. 

James  G.  Cuou.sk  was  born  at  Selin’s  Grove 
July  13,  185(5.  In  1805  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Middlclmrg,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. lie  received  his  education  in  the  public 
and  select  schools  at  Middlclmrg  and  at  the 
Xutztown  Normal  School.  In  1879  Mr. 
Crouse  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  the 
instructions  of  A.  M.  Pfahler,  Esq.,  and  com- 
pleted his  course  under  Jacob  Gilbert,  Esq. 
Me  was  admitted  to  practice  at  September  term, 
1881,  since  which  time  he  has  practiced  his 
profession  at  Middleburg. 

E.  S.  St  meson  is  a native  of  the  county,  and 
was  born  at  Selin’s  Grove  February  5,  1800. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  at  the  State  Normal  School,  Bloomsburg. 
At  one  time  he  taught  school  in  Selin’s  Grove.  I n 
the  latter  part  of  1879  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  under  the  instruction  of  his  father,  A. 
C.  Simpson,  Esq.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  several  courts  of  Snyder  County  Decem- 
ber 12,  1881.  Since  his  admission  he  has  con- 
tinued to  practice  his  profession. 

Harvey  E.  Mn, leu  was  born  at  Selin’s 
Grove  April  10,  18(52;  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  the  Missionary  Institute.  In 
1881  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  the 
instruction  of  A.  W.  Potter,  Esq.,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  several  courts  of  Sny- 
der County  at  December  term,  1883.  He  still 
continues  in  practice  at  Selin’s  Grove. 


Martin  L.  Snyder  was  born  in  Penn 
township,  Snyder  County ; educated  in  tin* 
public  schools;  read  law  under  the  instructions  ol 
A.  W.  Potter,  Esq.,  and  E.  ( 'op pee  Mitchell, 
Philadelphia,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at 
December  term,  1883.  lie  afterwards  took  n 
course  in  elocution  at  Philadelphia.  In  18HI 
he  removed  to  Kansas,  where  he  still  resides. 

John  M.  Stekse  was  born  in  Union 
County  October  15,  18G1  ; educated  at  the 
Mifflinburg  Academy;  taught  school  tit  New 
Berlin  and  in  West  Buffalo  township,  Union 
County.  In  18853  Mr.  Steese  commenced  the 
study  of  law  under  the  instructions  of  Thomas 
J.  Smith,  Esq.,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  at 
February  term,  1885.  He  has  located  at  Mid- 
dleburg, engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

The  present  members  of  the  Snyder  County 
bar  are — 

Eekehheg. — George  A.  Botdorf,  William  II. 
Dill  and  I Ienry  1 1.  Grimm. 

Middleburg. — John  H.  Arnold,  F.  K. 
Bower,  James  G.  Crouse,  Jacob  Gilbert,  Thomas 
J.  Smith  and  J.  M.  Steese. 

Selin’s  Grove. — Horace  Alleman,  Henry  G. 
Dcitrich,  Charles  Hower,  W illiam  E.  Housc- 
wertli,  Harvey  E.  Miller,  B.  T.  Parks,  Albert 
Wr.  Potter,  Anthony  C.  Simpson,  E.  S.  Simp- 
son and  Charles  P.  Ulrich. 

In  closing  the  history  of  the  Bench  and  Bar 
of  Snyder  County,  it  is  well  to  mention  the 
name  of  Joseph  E.  Cummings,  the  court  stenog- 
rapher. He  is  widely  known  through  the 
five  counties  of  which  this  history  treats.  He 
was  the  first  reporter  for  this  district,  and  re- 
ceived his  appointment  as  stenographer  of  the 
Twentieth  Judicial  District  (embracing  the 
counties  of  Mifllin,  Union  and  Snyder)  by 
Judge  J.  C.  Bucher  during  the  summer  of 
1874,  and,  in  1878,  was  appointed  by  Judge  B. 
E.  Junkin  to  the  same  position  of  the  Forty- 
first  Judicial  District  (embracing  the  counties 
of  Perry  and  Juniata).  Hi  this  capacity  he  has 
since  remained.  Mr.  Cummings  was  born  at 
M cEwenville  March  1.3,  185.3,  and  the  next 
year  moved,  with  his  father’s  family,  to  Mifll in- 
burg,  Union  County,  where  his  early  days  were 
passed.  His  father  died  a few  years  after,  and 
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Joseph,  for  throe  or  four  years,  resided  with 
Judge  Holla,  lie  a<'<|tdred  a knowledge  of 
stenography,  and,  in  August,  1878,  iicted  as 
sliort-hand  clerk  for  the  general  superinten- 
dent of  the  Philadelphia  and  Lric  Railroad  at 
Krie,  and,  in  October,  moved  to  W illiamsport. 
In  March,  1871,  he  was  appointed  stenographer 
of  the  Twentieth  Hist  riot , and,  in  1878,  of  the 
Forty-first  District.  In  1880  he  was  chosen 
stenographer  of  the  Democratic  State  Central 
Committee  at  Philadelphia.  He  resides  at  Sun- 
bnry,  and  is  a member  of  the  Town  Council  of 
that  borough  and  a director  in  the  Edison 
Electric  Light  Company  of  that  place.  He 
entered  the  law-office  of  the  lion.  Simon  P. 
Wolverton  in  the  fall  of  1877,  but  has  not  ap- 
plied for  admission  to  practice. 


CHAPTER  I IT. 

The  Medical  Profession  in  Snyder  County — A Successful 
Pioneer  Physician  — County  Medical  Society — Bio- 
graphical Sketches. 1 

The  representatives  of  the  medical  fraternity 
who  have  resided  in  the  territory  now  embraced 
in  the  county  of  Snyder  have  not  failed  to  keep 
pace  with  the  advancement  of  their  worthy  pro- 
fession. There  were  times  in  the  history  of  this 
section  when  the  practice  and  knowledge  ol 
medicine  evert:  much  more  confined  than  at  the 
present  day;  when  instead  of  the  learned  treatises, 
the  delicate  and  wonderful  instruments,  the  im- 
proved medicines  and  the  intelligent  and  valu- 
able prescriptions  which  to-day  are  at  our  phy- 
sicians’ command,  those  who  preceded  them  in 
the  days  of  our  early  settlement  were  compelled 
to  operate  with  crude  medicine,  crude  instru- 
ments and  crude  ideas.  In  the  eastern  section 
of  this  county,  and  particularly  that  part  which 
borders  on  the  Susquehanna,  physicians  were 
early  called  upon  to  deal  more  especially  with 
diseases  of  the  malarial  or  bilious  type  ; while 
in  the  western  and  more  elevated  sections  the 
members  of  the  profession  have  had  to  contend 
with  those  maladies  of  the  typhus,  bronchial  and 
rheumatic  nature.  Rut  changes  for  the  belter 


have  been  elfecled.  Sanitary  influences  have 
been  at  work.  By  reason  of  clearing  and  drain- 
age, the  advancement  of  science  and  the  in- 
creased ability  of  our  physicians,  the  former  un- 
favorable conditions  have  been  .surmounted,  so 
that  to-day  the  hygienic  state  of  this  section  will 
compare  favorably  with  that  of  others.  From 
the  earliest  accounts  we  learn  that  it  was  not  long 
until  the  pioneers  to  this  section  were  forced  to 
succumb  to  the  depressing  effects  of  malaria. 
The  physicians  at  that  day,  not  thoroughly  un- 
derstanding the  nature  and  proper  treatment  of 
bilious  diseases,  proceeded  at  once  to  administer 
Peruvian  bark,  not  knowing  that  the  first  step 
in  effecting  a cure  was  to  remove  the  bile.  On 
account  of  this  lack  of  know  ledge  many  cases  of 
protracted  and  extreme  sickness  occurred.  In 
the  midst  of  this  state  of  affairs  a man  by  the 
name  of  Peter  Galil,  a French  West  Indian, 
who  had  come  to  the  Shamokin  region  (Sun- 
bury),  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine.  He 
is  recorded  as  having  been  an  “arrant  quack” 
in  general,  but  in  particular,  successful  in  curing 
agues  and  intermittent  fevers.  It  is  supposed  lie 
acquired  this  knowledge  in  St.  Domingo,  where 
these  maladies  prevailed.  His  remedy  lie  kept 
a profound  secret,  and  the  physicians  of  this  sec- 
tion, being  at  that  day  little  acquainted  with 
chemistry,  were  unable  to  discover  the  real  na- 
ture of  his  cure.  It  is  narrated  that  lie  always 
placed  bis  remedy  in  a small  gallipot,  with  direc- 
tions that  the  patient  should  take  the  contents 
in  three  days;  about  one-third  on  each  day. 
The  first  day’s  dose  proved  an  emetic,  the  sec- 
ond a purgative,  and  the  third  and  largest  dose 
produced  the  cure.  But  the  composition  of  this 
prescription  was  finally  discovered,  and  that,  too, 
in  quite  a singular  manner.  The  narrative  is  as 
follows:  Simon  Snyder,  on  one  occasion  (about 
1792),  having  need  of  this  wonderful  medicine, 
sent  his  nephew,  George  K reamer,  a lad  of  six- 
teen, wdio  was  then  living  with  his  uncle,  to 
Galil,  to  procure  the  same.  It  so  happened  that 
none  was  ready,  and  therefore  Galil  prepared  the 
mixture  in  George’s  presence.  The  lad,  being 
naturally  shrewd,  was  attentive  to  the  process, 
and  asked  the  name  of  each  ingredient  used. 
Galil,  unsuspectingly,  told  his  secret,  which 
George  did  not  fail  to  remember.  First  in  the 
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bottom  of  tbe  gallipot  went  an  ounce  of  Peru- 
vian bark;  on  this  was  placed  some  active  cath- 
artic— calomel  an'1  jalap  ; and  on  the  top  of  this 
was  placed  an  emetic.  The  nature  of  these  in- 
gredients was  then  disguised  by  adding  a little 
essence  of  cinnamon. 

When  Dr.  Young,  Snyder’s  family  physician, 
again  came  to  the  lions*!,  the  important  secret 
was  told  him.  This  physician  soon  imparted 
his  information  to  his  brethren  in  the  profession, 
who,  being  acquainted  with  medicine  as  a sci- 
ence, were  able  to  apply  the  remedy  more  judi- 
ciously, and  soon  treated  agues  and  fevers  far 
more  successfully  than  (laid.  For  many  years 
since  that  time  the  physicians  who  have  located 
in  our  midst  have  come  fully  equipped  and 
prepared  by  the  leading  medical  colleges  of  our 
land. 

Sxydku  County  Medical  Society. — Prior 
to  the  12th  day  of  November,  1874,  some  of  the 
members  of  the  profession  effected  a temporary 
organization,  called  ‘“The  SnyderCountv  Medical 
Society,”  of  which  Dr.  B.  F.  Wagenseller  was 
president;  Drs.  R.  Both  rock  and  IT.  M.  Nipple, 
vice-presidents;  and  Dr.  John  Y.  Shindel,  sec- 
retary. 

On  November  12,  1874,  they  adopted  a con- 
stitution and  by-laws.  The  originators  of  this 
society  were  Drs.  A.  M.  Smith,  Roswell  Roth- 
rock,  B.  F.  Wagenseller,  II.  M.  Nipple,  J.  W. 
Jvockfeller  and  John  Y.  Shindel.  On  March 
21,  1877,  a permanent  organization  was  made, 
and  on  May  2,  1877,  at  a meeting  held  in  the 
court-house  at  Middleburg,  the  first  officers 
under  permanent  organization  were  elected  as 
follows:  President,  Dr.  R.  Roth  rock  ; Vice- 
Presidents,  Drs.  H.  M.  Nipple  and  J.  W. 
Rockefeller  ; Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  John  Y. 
Shindel ; Treasurer,  Dr.  J.  W.  Sheets;  Censors, 
Drs.  J.  W.  Sheets,  A.  M.  Smith  and  Percival 
Herman  ; Delegates  to  the  State  Society,  Drs. 
John  Y.  Shindel  and  J.  W.  Sheets.  At  this 
meeting  Drs.  J.  W.  Sheets,  Percival  Herman 
and  I.  Crier  Barber  became  members.  Since 
the'  permanent  organization  the  following-named 
physicians  have  become  members:  W.  K.  T. 
Salim,  II.  II.  Bordner,  I.  R.  Swigart,  l1'.  J. 
Wagenseller,  II.  F.  Womer,  J.  W.  Samp- 
sel,  1.  D.  Conrad,  J.  F.  Kanawall,  J.  O. 


Wagner,  J.  F.  Stroheckcr,  Maraud  Roth  rock, 
F.  W.  Tool,  Flsie  Mitman,  S.  D.  Shive,  J.  W. 
Seip. 

On  May  1,  1878,  the  society  adopted  a fee 
bill  regulating  the  charges  for  their  services. 
The  present  officers  of  the  society  are,  Presi- 
dent, J.  ( ).  Wagner;  Vice-Presidents,  J.  W. 
Seip  and  B.  F.  Wagenseller;  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Jno.  Y.  Shindel;  Censors,  Elsie 
Mitman,  II.  II.  Bordner  and  Percival  Her- 
man. 

Following  will  be  found  sketches  of  deceased 
and  living  physicians  who  have  practiced  in  this 
county.  As  nearly  as  possible  they  are  arranged 
in  the  order  in  which  they  entered  practice. 

Isaac  IIottexsteix  was  born  nearKutztown, 
Berks  County,  September  4,  1796,  and  died  at 
Shamokin  Dam,  Snyder  County,  July  15,1875, 
having  attained  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
1 1 is  father,  David  Hottenstein,  was  also  a prac- 
ticing physician  of  great  skill,  as  was  his 
grandfather.  In  early  life  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  studied  medicine  under  the  instruction  ol 
his  father,  and  in  181(1  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1819  he 
moved  to  what  is  now  Shamokin  Dam.  Here 
he  was  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession to  the  time  of  his  death.  Dr.  Hotten- 
stein was  noted  for  his  strict  attention  to  his 
professional  duties,  his  extremely  reasonable 
charges  and  the  equal  attention  and  care  he  be- 
stowed upon  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich.  It 
has  been  stated  that  in  all  his  practice  of  fifty- 
five  years  he  never  sued  any  person  for  a medi- 
cal bill.  He  be*  rame  possessed  of  considerable 

wealth,  and  was  a man  much  esteemed. 

lie  was  thrice  married.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage he  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  the 
latter  being  married  to  Conrad  Fry,  of  Free- 
port, 111.  Two  of  his  sons  are  physicians, — 
Dr.  II.  P.  Hottenstein,  now  of  Shamokin  Dam, 
and  Dr.  Cyrus  Hottenstein,  of  Philadelphia. 
Dr.  I saac  Hottenstein  took  an  active  part  in 
politics,  being  always  an  adherent  to  Democratic 
principles.  Before  the  division  of  Union 
County  he  represented  his  district  in  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Dr.  Hottenstein  was  a member  of  Lafay- 
ette Lodge,  No.  15)4,  of  the  Masonic  order. 
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1 1 is  remains  an:  interred  in  (lie  (■(■iiiHci'y  near 
Sliainnlvin  Dam. 

Asa  physician  Dr.  I lottenstein  ;u<  | ui  r<  •<  I an 
i\l(iisivc  practice  and  a valuable  experience. 
Asa  friend  and  neighbor  lie  was  kind,  soeia- 
liU»  and  charitable.;  as  a citizen  lie  was  useful, 

| * regressive  and  upright  ; and  as  a member  of 
the  church  he  was  benevolent  and  much  es- 
teemed. 

About  1820  Drs.  \\i  I lefts  and  John  Baskin 
Here  practicing  at  Selin's  ( irove. 

Jacob  W ac  i:nsi;i,u:i:  was  born  in  Mont- 
guiiiory  County  June  22,  1801  ; died  at  Selin’s 
drove  April  27,  18  17.  Ib:  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Boyertown,  in  Berks 
( 'minty,  about  1820  and  remained  until  182-1, 
when  he  moved  to  Selin’s  ( J rove,  and  lor  a num- 
ber of  vcars  continued  his  practice.  < hi  March 
27,  1828,  lie  was  graduated  from  the  l biivcrsityo! 
IVimsyl vania.  He  afterwards  withdrew  from 
practice,  and  devoted  his  energies  to  mercantile 
pursuits,  being  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most 
extensive  grain  dealers  in  this  section.  In  183!) 
lie  entered  into  copartnership  with  his  brother, 
William  I A Wagenseller,  and  continued  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  1 1 is  brother  W illiam  after- 
wards became  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
the  place,  and  so  continued  for  many  years.  In 
polities  Dr.  -Jacob  Wagenseller  was  a Whig, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a member  ol 
die  State  Senate  from  the  district  composed  of 
-Juniata,  Milllin  and  Union  Counties.  In  his 
relations  to  his  fellow  men  Dr.  Wagenseller  was 
ever  regarded  as  a man  of  honor  and  ability, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  county. 

I)l{.  S.  S.  Backi  s was  born  on  Staten  Island 
-January  I,  1801;  his  ancestors  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Connecticut.  lie  was 
educated  at  New  Brunswick,  X.  -J.,  iinished  his 
medical  course  in  New  York  City,  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  at  Belvidere, 
X.  J.  lie  afterwards  settled  at  Williamsburg, 
Northampton  ( ’onnty,  w here  he  taught,  an 
academy  for  several  years.  While  at  this  place 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  Dietrich.  In  182!)  he 
moved  to  ( icorgctown,  Northumberland  Coun- 
ty, and  remained  there  until  188!),  when  he 
moved  to  the  vicinity  of  McKee’s  Half  Kails. 
Here  he  continued  his  practice  to  the  time  of 


his  death,  in  1818.  1 1 is  son,  Dr.  William  II. 

Backus,  is  now  practicing  in  the  same  locality. 

Du.  Isaac  Both  kook  was  born  November 
22,  I7!)8,  near  Bewistown,  Milllin  County. 
When  young  he  manifested  a desire  for  books 
and  knowledge.  Mathematics  and  grammar 
were  his  favorite  studies  and  even  in  his  old 
age  lie  rejoiced  when  lie  had  a difficult  problem 
to  solve.  Dr.  Kzra  Doty,  of  Milllin,  .Juniata 
( 'onnty,  was  his  first  preceptor.  Afterwards  he 
studied  with  Dr.  Thomas  Van  Valzali,  of  Lewis- 
burg.  Tn  Jefferson  Medical  College  he  attended 
three  regular  courses  of  lectures,  after  which 
lie  located  in  Middleburg,  Union  County,  and 
practiced  in  copartnership  with  Dr.  Henry 
Lcehncr,  to  whose  sister  he  was  married.  She 
was  a niece  of  Governor  Simon  Snyder.  Later  he 
moved  to  Adamsburg,  where  lie  purchased  prop- 
erty and  remained  until  18(11.  At  first  he 
practiced  medicine  without  a diploma  and  then 
obtained  a complimentary  diploma  from  the 
Keleetic  Medical  College1  of  Philadelphia.  The 
later  days  of  his  life  were  spent  in  close  applica- 
tion to  his  books.  lie  practiced  medicine  for 
forty-five  years  over  a large  extent  of  territory, 
lie  died  on  June  8,  1872. 

John  Bhiic.uaus  was  born  in  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  December  28,  1807,  and  died  at 
Middleburg,  Snyder  County,  July  2,  18(i(). 
He  was  one  of  eleven  children,  born  to  the  Rev. 
Henry  Bibighaus,  pastor  of  Salem’s  Church, 
Philadelphia,  and  his  wife  Mariali  (Zumpstine). 
The  ancestors  of  Dr.  Bibighaus  were  from 
\\  itchcnstine,  Prussia.  He  read  medicine  w ith 
his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  John  G.  Piper,  of  Mif- 
llinburg.  lie  attended  three  full  couiscs  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  though  never  was 
graduated  from  that  institution.  In  1841,  on 
account  of  his  success  in  the  profession,  lie  re- 
ceived a diploma  from  the  University  of  Marv- 
land.  Dr.  Bibighaus  was  ever  faithful  and 
conscientious  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
serving  the  poor  with  as  much  consideration  as 
the  rich.  In  182!)  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Julia  Swineford,  a lady  of  great  ability,  hospi- 
tality and  deep  piety.  They  had  live  children. 
Dr.  Bibighaus  was  a close  student,  at  all  times 
keeping  pace  with  the  advancement  of  his 
profession. 
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Me  was  lii^'li ly  esteemed  on  account  of  1 1 is 
ability  ami  excellent  qualities.  J I < ■ was  a mem- 
I XT  of  (ho  German  Reformed  Churoli. 

I ) i : . T.  A.  Fku;ht,  son  of  Adam  Height, 
horn  in  IVrry  township  1 .S 7 ; practiced  al 
Ids  home  about  fifteen  years,  and  also  al  Mc- 
Kee’s. I\!  ovod  to  A k roll,  ( )liio,  where  he  died 
in  I he  year  I 88  I . 

Dr.  II.  ( '.  Behiiler  practiced  at  Frceburg 
four  years;  moved  to  Berrysburg,  Dauphin 
County,  in  I 838,  where  he  now  resides  and  has 
been  in  continuous  practice  for  fifty-one  years  and 
is  still  vigorous  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

Dr.  Reinhart  practiced  in  Selin’s  Drove 
about  1 (SAG,  but  remained  only  a few  years,  when 
he  moved  to  the  West. 

Dr.  IIexry  A.  Lelhner,  a nephew  of 
(Governor  Snyder,  became  next  practicing  phy- 
sieian  in  Selin's  Grove.  This  was  about  1835. 
Dr.  Jacob  Wagenseller  was  his  preceptor.  lie 
continued  in  practice  until  about  1850. 

Howard  Goerky,  M.D.,  a native  of  Prus- 
sia, received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  at  the  Berlin  Anatomical  Academy, 
Prussia,  in  1838.  In  1873  he  located  at  Selin’s 
Grove,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

•Joseph  Fvstkr  was  born  near  Milton  Feb- 
ruary 35,  1813,  and  obtained  his  education  in 
the  country  schools  at  Milton  and  at  the  Mifllin- 
burg  Academy;  read  medicine  under  the  in- 
struction of  Dr.  A.  C.  Stees,  of  Juniata  Count  v ; 
attended  Jefferson  Medical  College,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  in  1840;  practiced 
his  profession  at  Selin’s  Grove  eight  years,  and 
at  Aliddleburg  two  years,  and  then  returned  to 
Selin’s  Grove.  In  connection  with  his  practice 
he  engaged  in  the  foundry  business.  In  1850 
he  was  elected  prothonotary  of  Union  County. 
After  serving  his  term  of  office  he  moved  to 
Northumberland  County,  and  at  the  end  of  two 
years  to  Middle  Creek;  practiced  a little,  but 
carried  on  farming  and  operated  a spoke-factory. 
About  1805  Dr.  Fyster  moved  to  Sunbury, 
whore  he  still  resides,  and  is  at  present  engaged 
in  the  drug  business.  In  1840  lie  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Houtz.  During  the  Rebellion 
Dr.  Fyster  served  as  second  lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany 1),  Eighteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Militia. 


II.  P.  1 b it tenstki n was  born  at  Shainokiii 
Dam  ; is  a son  of  Dr.  Isaac  I lottenstein.  Hr 
attended  lectures  at  the  .Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege in  18  13,  1 84  I and  18  15,  from  which  insti- 
tution lie  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  .Med- 
icine and  Surgery.  lie  located  at  Selin’s  Grove 
in  18  Hi,  where  lie  practiced  for  many  years.  Hr 
is  now  living  and  practicing  at  Shamokin  Dam. 

Dr.  Hines  practiced  at  Freeburg  about  this 
period. 

Isaac  Newton  Siiindee  located  at  Selin’.' 
Grove  in  I 8 Ifi,  but  died  in  a few  months  alter 
coming  to  the  place.  He  was  an  estimable 
young  man,  full  of  hope  and  promise.  Hi.' 
father  was  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Shindel,  of  Sunbury. 
Dr.  Shindel  was  a graduate  of  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 

Charles  Wilson  is  a native  of  New  Berlin; 
practiced  in  Selin’s  Grove  from  1847  to  1853, 
when  he  sold  out  to  Dr.  Thomas  Stillwell.  Dr. 
Stillwell  practiced  in  the  place  until  1854,  when 
he  sold  out  to  Dr.  Frederick  Speck. 

Roswell  Rotiirock  was  born  October  14, 
1831,  in  Adamsburg,  read  medicine  in  lib 
father’s  office,  and  was  graduated  from  Jefferson 
Medical  College  in  1851.  He  has  been  inac- 
tive practice  since  his  graduation  and  is  the  old- 
est physician  in  the  county.  His  father’s 
name  was  Isaac  Roth  rock,  who  practiced  medi- 
cine for  half  a century  in  Snyder  and  Juniata 
Counties.  Dr.  R.  Rothrock  first  located  in 
Clarion  County,  Pa.,  and  there  was  married  to 
Catherine  Alohney  on  August  4,  1853.  In 
18(11,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Rebellion, 
he  went  to  the  army  as  company  physician  of 
Company  C,  Seventy-eighth  Regiment  Penn- 
svlvania  Volunteers. 

He  was  taken  prisoner  after  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga.  With  eleven  others  out  of  the 
regiment,  he  was  marched  across  Lookout 
Mountain,  at  Ringgold  hoarded  a train  and 
was  landed  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  where 
they  were  placed  in  Libby  Prison.  After 
remaining  in  that  prison  for  one  month, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six  men  were 
marched  off  in  the  night  and  put  on  Belle 
Isle,  where  he  remained  until  February  33, 
1K(13.  From  there  he,  with  others,  was  taken 
to  the  Pemberton  buildings,  in  the  night,  put 
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aboard  a train,  and  landed  in  Southwestern 
Ueorgia,  at  Andersonvillc.  Alter  remaining 
there,  with  thirty-five  thousand  other  prisoners, 
until  September  d,  18(12,  he  was  sent  to 
Savannah  with  two  thousand  prisoners.  After 
remaining  six  weeks  at  Savannah,  he  had  orders 
from  rebel  authority  to  gather  up  all  men  who 
could  stand  transportation,  and  get  on  the  train 
himself.  What  all  this  meant  was  a mystery. 
Where  they  were  going  no  one  knew  ; but  al  ter  a 


years  at  Middieburg,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  duties  of  his  profession  at  McClure.  lie  is 
a member  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Put ru  Kicjrncit  Waoknski j,i;r  was 
born  at  Selin’s  Drove  on  the  8th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1829,  and  died  in  his  native  place  on 
the  ISth  day  of  August,  1 <S7 1 >,  his  remains  be- 
ing interred  in  the  Union  Cemetery,  west  of  the 
town.  Of  Dr.  Wagcnscller’s  ancestors  we  are 
able  to  give  the  following;  1 1 is  great-grand- 


ride  of  one  week,  they  landed  at  a place  called 
Milliau,  where  the  rebels  had  built  a new 
stockade.  Into  this  they  were  put.  After  a 
short  stay  at  M illian  the  welcome  news  came 
that  ten  I housand  prisoners  were  to  be  exchanged 
and  with  the  first  six  hundred  he  was  sent  up 
North,  and  landed  at  Annapolis,  from  which 
place  he  was  sent  to  his  family,  then  residing  in 
Clarion  County,  Pa.  Since  the  (dose  of  the 
war  Dr.  Rot  brook  practiced  for  a number  of 


| father  was  John  Wagenscller,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, born  in  1737.  He  was  an  only  son,  and 
I emigrated  to  this  country  when  in  early  man- 
5 hood.  lie  was  married  to  Margaret  Hornettcr, 
I and  died  at  ( loshcnhoppen,  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, September . 29,  179b.  Of  this  union  there 
were  eight  children,  of  whom  w as  Peter  Wagon- 
seller,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Wagenscller. 
Peter  Wagenscller  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County  in  September,  1774,  and  died  at  Co- 
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lumbus,  Ohio, «!  line  LI,  1 835.  lie  was  inarms  1 
to  Susan  Longacre,  also  of  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, who  died  at  I’ekin,  111.,  April  liU,  18(52. 
'idle  father  of  Susan  Longacre  was  Jacob  Long- 
acre,  a native  of  Germany,  who  was  horn  in 
1 7f)li,  and  died  in  Chester  County  in  LSU7. 
Her  mother  was  a lady  bv  the  name  of  I)c 
Franc.  'flu1  issue  of  Ueter  and  Susan  Wagen- 
seller,  all  of  whom  were  horn  in  M ontgomery 
Countv,  were  Jacob,  the  father  of  Dr.  1*.  11. 
Wagcnseller,  born  January  22,  1801,  died  at 
Selin’s  drove,  April  27,  18  17;  John,  born  1 )c- 
eember  17,  IN()2,  died  in  Ohio,  January,  18  lb; 
Catharine,  born  November,  180  1,  died  in  Ohio, 
1838;  Hannah,  born  April  2b,  1 807,  died  in 
Ohio,  October  8,  1855;  Benjamin,  born  No- 
vember, 1809,  died  at  Pekin,  111.,  March,  1844; 
Joshua,  born  July  5,  1813,  died  at  Pekin,  Ilk, 
about  188,3;  Peter,  born  July  1(1,  1815;  Wil- 
liam P.,  born  November  13,  1817,  died  August 
10,  1 8 7 G ; Susan,  born  May,  1820;  Ilcnry,  born 
April,  182G. 

Jacob  W agcnseller,  the  father  of  Dr.  Wagen- 
seller,  and  of  whom  a sketch  was  previously 
given,  was  married  to  Mary  Richter,  a daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Richter,  who  was  a prominent  and 
influential  citizen  of  Selin’s  < Dove.  She  died  at 
Selin’s  Drove  in  the  year  1803.  The  following 
are  the  issue  of  Jacob  and  Mary  W agcnseller, 
all  of  whom  were  born  at  Selin’s  Drove:  Peter 
Richter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ; Sarah,  mar- 
ried to  J.  B.  Evans,  resides  in  Chester  County; 
Mary,  married  to  Rev.  Franklin  Dcarhart,  re- 
sides in  Williamsport;  Catharine,  died  young, 
at  Selin’s!  I rove ; Benjamin  Franklin  (see  sketch) ; 
Lvdia  Catharine,  married  to  William  Holman, 
resided  at  Chester  Springs,  Chester  County,  died 
in  1858;  Martha  Jane,  married  to  Lloyd  Sharp- 
less, resides  at  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  County; 
John  J.,  twice  married, — first  to  (Mary  Wilber 
(now  deceased),  afterwards  to  Clara  I lughes,  re- 
sides at  I ’dooms!  m rg. 

In  his  youth  Dr.  P.  R.  Wagcnseller  devoted 
his  time  principally  in  attending  the  schools  of 
his  native  place,  which  at  that  day  were  con- 
ducted by  experienced  and  earnest  men.  In  his 
classes  he  ranked  high,  and  was  noted  for  his 
close  application  to  study  and  the  rapid  progress 
he  acquired.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  In-  mitered 


the  preparatory  department  of  Pennsylvania 
College,  at  Dettysburg,  and  graduated  with 
honors  from  the  said  institution  in  the  .summer 
of  1 852.  Having,  in  the  mean  time,  given  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
preeeptorship  of  the  late  Dr.  Henry  Huber,  of 
Dettysburg,  he,  upon  his  graduation  from  col- 
lege, entered  the  Medical  Department  of  Eciin- 
sylvania  College,  at  Philadelphia  and  graduated 
Jfedicirwi  Doctor  in  1853.  Upon  receiving  his 
medical  degree  he  returned  to  Selin’s  Drove,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Here 
he  remained,  engaged  in  active  practice,  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years.  Dr.  Wagcnseller  was 
an  earnest  and  faithful  physician.  He  had  a 
love  for  his  profession,  was  a close  student,  and, 
as  a consequence,  was  always  apace  with  the  ad- 
vancement made  in  the  science  of  medicine, 
lie  frequently  contributed  articles  to  the  various 
medical  works  published  in  his  day,  and  ex- 
hibited in  his  productions  an  intelligence  and 
mastery  that  placed  him  in  the  front  ranks  of 
his  calling.  So  great  was  his  skill  as  a physi- 
cian, and  so  great  the  esteem  and  confidence  in 
which  lie  was  held,  that  his  early  demise,  at  the 
age  of  forty-three,  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness 
and  activity,  was  a source  of  sincere  regret  on 
the  part  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 
In  connection  with  his  practice,  he  was  also  for 
many  years  a partner  with  J.  D.  L.  Shindel,  in 
conducting  the  principal  drug-store  of  the  place. 
( >n  the  19th  day  of  July,  1854,  Dr.  Wagcn- 
seller  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  (Miss  Catharine 
Chritzman,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (art* 
Ulrich)  Chritzman,  of  Gettysburg.  The  issue 
of  this  marriage  are  Franklin  J.,  married  to 
Miss  Mary  L.  Keclv,  of  Selin’s  Grove,  is  prac- 
ticing medicine  and  resides  with  his  family  at 
that  place;  George  C.,  married  to  Miss  Lillie 
School),  of  Selin’s  Grove,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  drug  and  medicine  business;  Alberta, 
married  to  Dr.  Ik  F.  Emerick,  who  now  reside 
at  Ncwville,  Pa.;  Annie  JO.,  married,  January 
If),  188(1,  to  J.  Allied  Strolim,  of  Ncwville, 
Pa.  in  addition  to  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, Dr.  Wagcnseller  occupied  from  time 
to  time,  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  In 
18(5-1,  during  the  Rebellion,  he  was  the  ex- 
amining -.urgeon  r JViiroJJnn  nt  hoard  of  the  four- 
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iccntli  District  of  Pennsylvania.  I Ic  afterwards 
became  examining  physician  on  pensions,  which 
appointment  he  held  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
At  different  periods  he  was  a member  uf  the 
Town  Council,  and  was  also  the  chief  burgess  of 
the  borough.  In  educational  matters  he  took 
a deep  interest,  serving  as  school  director  in  the 
public  schools,  a nd  as  a d i rector  ol  I lie  M issionarv 
institute.  At  this  last-named  institution  ho  was 
elected  lecturer  of  physiology  and  hygiene,  and 
occupied  the  same  ollice  in  the  Susquehanna 
female  College.  Dr.  Wagenseller  was  a eon- 
dstent  member  of  the  Lutheran  ('Imreh,  at 
dillerent  times  being  an  olliccr  of  the  congrega- 
tion  to  which  he  belonged.  By  his  preee[>t,  his 
example  and  his  means,  he  was  ever  ready  to 
further  all  good  and  worthy  objects.  In  life  he 
ranked  w ith  the  good  and  useful  citizens  of  the 
place,  and  in  death  has  left  to  the  public  a 
legacy  of  good  works  and  Christian  example. 

Kohkkt  L.  Bowks  entered  practice  at  Mid- 
dleburg  about  ISn.'h  In  lStib  he  located  at 
Selin’s  Drove,  where,  in  connection  with  his 
practice,  he  opened  a drug-store.  Dr.  Bowes 
was  (piite  an  enterprising  citizen,  and  added 
improvements  both  to  Middlebnrg  and  Selin’s 
Brove,  while  living  at  those  places.  Hemet 
with  a sudden  death  by  being  thrown  from  his 
carriage. 

About  this  period  and  prior  the  following 
physicians  practiced  at  Free  burg  : Mm.  Sutlers, 
U.  Reed,  II.  ( '.  Houtz,  Charles  Smith  and  L. 
A.  Shirk  ; subsequently  Dr.  J.  Mb  Brown,  M. 
T.  Salim,  and  others,  whose  sketches  follow. 

William  II.  Backts,  M.D.,  was  born  at 
Williamsburg,  Northampton  County,  Pa.  lie 
is  a son  of  S.  S.  Ruckus,  M.D.,  who  was  born 
on  Staten  Island,  in  the  year  1808,  and  was 
educated  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  -J.,  and  lin- 
islied  his  medical  course  in  New  York  City. 
He  practiced  medicine  at  Belviderc,  N.  J.,  one 
year.  In  the  year  182(i  he  married  Sarah  Diet- 
rich,  of  W illiamsburg,  Northampton  County, 
Pa.  She  died  at  Lewisburgh,  in  the  year  1880, 
where  she  had  resided,  during  her  widowhood, 
in  peace  and  contentment,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
a worldly  competence,  for  a period  of  thirty- 
eight  years.  During  his  residence  at  Williams- 
burg, Dr.  S.  S.  Backus  taught  in  the  academy 


at  that  place  for  a period  of  one  year,  fn  the 
year  1827  he  moved  to  Deorgetown,  Northum- 
berland County,  where  he  practiced  medicine 
till  1 8-'!8,  when  he  moved  to  Chapman  town- 
ship, McKee’s  Half  Falls,  Snyder  County,  w hich 
was  opposite  to  Deorgetown,  on  the  Susque- 
hanna River.  Here  lie1  had  a very  extensive 
practice,  extending  through  parts  of  Juniata, 
Perry,  Snyder  (then  Union)  and  Northumber- 
land Counties,  until  the  year  1848,  when  he 
dietl  at  McKee’s  Half  Falls.  In  his  day  lie 
was  the  only  physician  from  Selin’s  (4 rove  along 
the  Susquehanna  River  to  Liverpool,  and  from 
McKee’s  Half  Falls  to  Richfield,  which  re- 
quired him  to  ride  over  a large  scope  of  coun- 
try during  the  day-time,  and  very  frequently 
at  night.  During  the  twenty  years  of  active 
practice  he  traveled,  more  than  hall  of  the  time, 
on  horseback.  When  he  lived  at  Deorgetown, 
he  was  a member  of  the  standing  committee  of 
the  .Democratic  party  of  the  counts',  and  deliv- 
ered an  address  (still  in  possession  of  his  son, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch),  which  is  replete  with 
chaste  and  choice  language.  During  the  time 
he  lived  at  McKee’s  Half  Falls  he  was  also 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Big  Flats, 
N.  Y.,  Malianoy,  Chapman  and  Baltimore, 
with  different  partners,  who  managed  the  busi- 
ness at  each  place. 

William  II.  Backus  was  prepared  to  enter 
the  sophomore  class  of  Dickinson  College  bv 
David  Wilson,  at  the  Tuscarora  Academy. 
After  leaving  Dickinson,  he  entered  the  junior 
class  at  the  Lewisburgh  University,  where  lie 
graduated,  in  I8d2,  with  honor,  having  the 
salutatory  on  this  important  occasion.  Among 
his  class-mates  at  'Tuscarora  Academy  were 
Ezra  Parker,  Esq.  (now  a prominent  member 
of  the  bar  of  Juniata  County),  and  Andrew 
Reed,  Esq.  (now  a distinguished  member  of 
the  bar  of  iMilllin  County).  He  was  the  pres- 
ident of  one  of  the  literary  societies  connected 
with  this  institution,  and  was  selected  as  chief 
debater  of  the  I ’hresakasmean  in  a contest  with 
the  Philomathean  Society,  the  other  society  ol' 
the  institution,  at  which  lion.  A.  K.  McClure 
acted  as  umpire,  and  decided  the  contest  in  his 
favor. 

In  the  year  I8b2  lie  commenced  his  medical 
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studies  in  Europe,  ;it  Wurzburg,  and  graduated  | beauty  and  ornamentation  abound  in  t lie  spa- 
tliere  August  10,  IS08.  He  also  attended  the  I clous  yard  surrounding  the  premises.  He  Iuls 


mcdieal  schools  at  Heidelberg,  Zurich, 'Gottin- 
gen, Prague  and  Vienna.  He  remained  in 
Europe  seven  years ; visited  London,  Paris  and 
the  principal  cities  of  Europe.  During  the 
administration  of  Franklin  Pierce,  he  was  con- 
sul to  Hanover  and  Brunswick.  .Viter  his 
return  from  Europe  he  remained  in  Eewisburgh 
one  year,  and  then  moved  to  McKee’s  Half 


retired  from  the  active  duties  of  his  profession, 
except  olliee  practice  and  when  called  on  for 
consultation  with  neighboring  physicians  in  dif- 
ficult eases,  who  avail  themselves  of  his  medical 
skill,  acquired  by  a thorough  literary  and  med- 
ical education  and  a long  and  varied  experience 
in  all  the  various  departments  of  a medical 
practitioner.  He  embarked,  on  his  voyage  fia- 


//  / 


Falls  in  the  year  1 8G2,  and  became  his  father’s 
successor,  practicing  over  the  same  territory  for 
a period  of  about  twentv  years,  with  great 
, -access,  both  professionally  and  financially. 
Having  purchased  the  noted  property  owned 
by  General  Adam  Eight,  at  Aline,  in  Perry 
township,  he  moved  there  in  the  year  187!), 
where  he  now  resides.  lie  has  made  many 
improvements  to  all  the  buildings  on  the  prem- 
ises, and  the  house  he  occupies  is  noted  for 
comfortable  arrangements,  in  all  its  parts,  and 


Europe,  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  “City  of  Man- 
chester.” They  were  overtaken  by  a violent 
storm  in  the  Irish  Channel,  and  narrowly 
escaped  shipwreck,  near  the  Isle  of  Alan. 

The  1 amily  originally  came  from  Germany, 
where  their  name  is  written  Back  bans  (bake- 
lions).  'They  they  went  to  England,  where 
I heir  name  was  written  Backhouse, — pronounced 
Backus,  which  is  the  American  manner  of 
writing  the  name.  W hile  in  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, he  visited  relatives,  one  of  them  being  a 
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nroniinciit  general  in  I lie  (ierman  army.  In 
London  lie  also  visited  relatives,  one  of  whom 
ixvimied  a prominent  position  in  llieOdicc  of 
l,’oreign  Adairs,  and  was  cordially  entertained. 
Whilst  at  Gottingen,  lie  was  presented  with 
two  line  articles  of  porcelain  and  very  valuable, 
with  a suitable  inscription  on  it,  and  other  val- 
uables now  in  his  possession. 

In  the  year  I 87(1,  lion.  T.  II.  Purdy,  Dr. 
Long,  of  Snnbnry,  J.  B.  Ewing,  Esq.,  of  Har- 
risburg, and  I)r.  W.  II.  Backus  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  near  Harrisburg,  and  laid 
mil  the  town  of  Ewington,  which  has  become 
an  important  borough,  and  proved  a profitable 
investment.  In  the  year  1882  lie,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Purdy  L.  Shipman  and  George  .Ja- 
cobs, Esq.,  purchased  seventy-live  acres  of 
land,  adjoining  western  Eewisburgh,  and  laid 
it  out  into  blocks  and  lots,  and  donated  an  en- 
tire block  for  the  erection  of  nail  works,  which 
are1  now  in  successful  operation  and  quite  an 
adjunct  to  the  business  interests  of  the  borough 
of  Eewisburgh. 

Daniel  Backus,  his  grandfather,  came  from 
Connecticut,  where  they  were  among  the  earliest 
families,  to  Staten  Island.  Calvin  Backus,  a 
wealthy  relative,  died  at  Caldwell.  Major 
Henry  Backus,  an  uncle,  owned  the  farm  now 
owned  by  George  J.Schoch,  near  Selin’s  Grove, 
and  also  Schnure’s  mill,  in  Selin’s  Grove, 
and  died  at  Philadelphia.  He  had  three  sons. 
One  son,  I)r.  Wellington  Backus,  lives  at 
Three  Rivers,  Mich.  A number  of  the  Backus 
relatives  live  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  at  Parkers- 
burg, W.  Ya.  Rev.  Dr.  W oods,  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  Rev.  Dr.  Backus,  of  Baltimore,  are 
also  relatives. 

The  doctor  devotes  his  time  to  reading,  man- 
aging his  diflerent  farms  and  investments,  and 
in  entertaining  the  numerous  friends  that  visit 
hint. 

.loll n Y.  Siiimu.1  was  born  at  Sunburv, 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  dune  2(>,  1834. 
In  August,  1 838,  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
(then)  Union  County,  one  mile  west  of  M ldd le- 
blirg.  Is  a grandson  of  ■ Rev.  J.  P.  Shindel, 
Sr.,  deceased,  one  of  the  pioneer  Lutheran 
preachers  in  Northumberland,  Dauphin,  1'nioii 
and  adjacent  counties;  also  son  of  Rev.  4.  P. 


Shindel,  dr.,  who  is  still  living  at  Middleburg, 
j an  account  of  whose  services  in  the  Lutheran 
( ,'hureli,  in  l nion  and  Snyder  ( Amities,  w ill  be 
found  in  another  chapter  of  this  work.  Dr. 
Shindel’s  mother  was  a daughter  of  .John 
Young,  of  Sunburv,  a prominent  merchant  in 
Ids  time1.  In  t lie  spring  of  I 8 10,  Rev.  Shindel, 
with  his  limb  I y,  moved  into  t he  town  of  M iddle 
burg,  where  Dr. Shindel  was  raised,  mid  received 
a common-school  education.  He  was  one  of  the 
scholars  to  .attend  school,  when  the  present  first 
free  public-school  system  was  adopted  in  our 
county,  viz.,  in  1841.  Besides  the  advantages  of 
the  free  schools,  he  received,  during  the  summer 
months,  tuition  in  select,  or  what  were  called 
subscription  schools.  During  the  winters  of 
1 (Sol— 52  and  1852—53  he  taught  the  public 
[school  at  Hassingcr’s  Church,  two  miles  west 
of  Middleburg.  In  the  spring  of  1853  he  com- 
menced reading  medicine  under  the  supervision 
of  his  uncle,  Dr.  D.  W.  Shindel,  at  Snnbnry. 
He  attended  lectures  at  the  Medical  Department 
of  Pennsylvania  College,  Ninth,  below  Locust 
Street,  Philadelphia,  during  the  sessions  of 
1853-54  and  1854—55,  and  received  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  March  3,  1854,  at  the 
hands  of  Prof.  Henry  L.  Baugher,  D.D.,  presi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania  College.  After  his  grad- 
uation he  remained  with  his  preceptor  during 
the  slimmer  of  1 844. 

( )ii  December  1,  1844,  he  began  to  practice 
at  Banncrville,  Snyder  County,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1857,  removed  to  Middleburg,  where  he 
has  since  resided  and  practiced.  During  the 
Civil  War  he  was  appointed  deputy  provost 
marshal  for  Snyder  County,  which  appoint- 
ment lie  held  until  January  1,  18(14.  On  Feb- 
ruary 24,  18(14,  he  was  mustered  into  the  United 
Slates  service  as  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volunteers,  and 
was  discharged  with  the  re-gitn>.m  in  -January. 
IStwi.  at  Philadelphia.  During  the  spring  of 
lXlio  lie  was  with  his  regiment  through  the 
Shenandoah  Valiev,  and  in  dune,  1804,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  Savannah,  Ga.  Dr. 
Shindel  was  in  charge  of  the  sick  of  other  l'eg- 
intents  also  stationed  there. 

lie  left  Charleston  .January  3,  I8G(1,  with  (lie 
Forty-Seventh  Pennsylvania  Veteran  Volun- 
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(cits,  via  New  York  City  to  Philadelphia,  ami 
was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment  about  the 
Kith  of  .January,  18tiG.  Again  taking  up  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Middleburg,  Ik;  was 
in  1 S 7 1 appointed  United  States  examining 
surgeon  of  pensions,  which  lie  since  retains. 

I lie  was  elected  as  a school  director  ol  .Middle- 
burg  several  times,  served  as  secretary  of  the 
first  Council  and  afterwards  as  chief’  burgess  of 
Middleburg. 

In  18b(i  lie  was  married  to  Sarah  J.,  a daugh- 
ter of  George  Mot/,  of  Middleburg.  His 
wife  died  of  typhoid  fever  eight  months  after 
marriage.  In  the  spring  of  1 80S  he  was  married 
to  Ada  Mot/,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  and  a 
daughter,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Their  son,  George  M.,  is  married  to  Alice,  a 
daughter  of  ex-Sheri  If  Hamel  Kiscnhart. 
They  are  now  living  with  Dr.  Shindel  and  have 
a son  Willie.  In  January,  187  1,  Dr.  Shindel 
was  elected  superintendent  of  the  Union  Sun- 
day-School, of  Middleburg,  and  has  been  re- 
elected annually  for  twelve  years.  For  many 
years  he  has  been  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  anil  has  served  as  secretary  of  the 
church  council  since  1877. 

Peter  Siiindel  IjKIsexki  x< j practiced  medi- 
cine at  Selin’s  Grove  from  18.Fi  to  18(>0,  w hen 
lie  removed  to  1 lollidaysburg,  and  subsequently 
practiced  in  Philadelphia,  Annville,  Altoona 
and  is  now  at  ( hnalia. 

Thomas,!.  BnuniiAt's  is  the  only  son  of  Dr. 
John  Bibighaus.  .Attended  lectures  at  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  from  which  institution  lie 
was  graduated  in  18b7.  He  has  been  in  con- 
tinuous practice  at  Middleburg  since  entering 
the  profession.  He  occupies  the  old  homestead. 
On  the  death  of  his  father  he  succeeded  to  his 
practice. 

J.  C.  Siiaefer,  son  of  John  and  Flizabeth 
Shadier,  was  born  in  New  Buffalo,  Perry 
County,  May  2b,  I 83.‘>  ; was  educated  at  the 
Free  burg  Academy  and  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
McMorris  at  New  Bull’alo;  was  graduated  from 
Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia, 
and  practiced  his  profession  at  Millersburg  and 
Berrvsburg,  Dauphin  County,  and  at  Urecburg, 
Snyder  County.  On  November  12,  18(11,  he 
married  Sarah  H.,  second  daughter  of  U.  C. 


Moyer,  of  Urecburg,  at  which  town  he  died, 
July  27,  187(1.  II is  widow  and  only  daughter, 
Dora,  survive  him. 

Du.  Bun.ia.min  U.  W.u; i:\sei,  1. er  was  born 
in  the  Wagenseller  mansion,  in  Selin’s  Grove, 
February  17,  18158.  His  parents  were  Dr.  Ja- 
cob and  Mary  Wagenseller,  and  he  is  a brother 
to  Dr.  P.  P.  Wagenseller.1  Ilis  childhood  and 
youth  were  spent  in  attending  school.  At  the 
early  age  of  eight  years  he  was  deprived  of  a 
father’s  care  and  guidance,  but  was  still  blessed 
with  a pious  mother’s  solicitude  and  instruction. 

In  1 8bl  he  entered  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  College,  at  Gettysburg, 
where  he  continued  his  studies  for  three  years, 
and  afterwards  attended  the  university  at  Lew- 
isburgh.  In  18b(!  lie  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  the  preeeplorship  of  Dr.  Samuel 
W agenseller,  at  Pekin,  III.,  and  in  1858  and 
1859,  continued  his  studies  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  his  brother,  at  Selin’s  Grove.  In  1 8b 8 
he  entered  the  Medical  Department  of  Pennsyl- 
vania College, at  Philadelphia,  from  which  in- 
stution  he  was  graduated  in  1800.  lie  at  once 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession,  and  in  the  summer  of 
1801  located  at  Beavertown,  where  he  soon  re- 
ceived the  favor  and  esteem  of  the  citizens  and 
gained  the  confidence  of  those  having  need  of 
his  skill. 

At  this  period  the  call  to  arms  was  sounded 
throughout  our  land.  Treason  had  raised  her 
strong  arm  to  strike  a death-blow  to  our  national 
existence.  ’The  threatened  clouds  of  war  had 
already  shadowed  our  Southern  horizon,  and 
Dr.  Wagenseller,  like  myriads  of  the  noble 
sons  of  the  North,  turned  not  a deaf  ear  to 
the  earnest  call  of  freedom.  Bidding  a fond 
farewell  to  his  newly-made  bride,  laving  aside 
the  bright  prospects  of  a successful  practice, 
turning  away  from  all  that  was  near  and  dear, 
he  hastened  to  the  seat  of  government,  and  freely 
0 Herod  his  services  to  his  country,  and  on  August 
2,  18(52,  received  his  commission  from  Governor 
( ’urtin  as  assistant  surgeon  ol  the  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, commanded  by  Colonel  Collier,  aftcr- 

1 See  sketch  of  1’.  It.  \\  aggeiiseller  for  particulars  of  an- 
cestry. 
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u an  Is  brigadier-general,  and  now  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  courts  at  Pittsburgh.  With  this 
n j iiuen t he  served  until  January  31,  18(53,  when 
lie  was  promoted,  and  assigned  to  the  ( )ne  1 1 un- 
dred  and  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsv lvania  j 
Volunteers,  eotnmanded  by  ( 'olmiel  .MeKibben, 
nt  the  regular  army,  receiving  the  commission 
n|’  surgeon,  ranking  as  major.  With  this  com- 
mand lie  served  until  September,  1 Slid,  when, 
hv  reason  of  expiration  of  term  of  service,  he 


One  Hundred  and  Thirtv-ninth  Regiment, 
September  4,  18(52,  it  was  ordered  to  the 
battle-field  of  Hull  Run,  where  the  dead  still 
remained  unburied,  the  buttle  having  occurred 
at  least  a week  previously.  Here,  under  a flag 
of  truce,  this  regiment  performed  the  mournful 
duty  of  consigning  to  the  earth  many  of  our 
fallen  heroes.  It  was  a horrible  spectacle  that 
met  their  gaze.  Nearly  all  the  t 'on federates 
were  buried,  but  the  corpses  of  their  brothers 


was  mustered  out.  Upon  the  organization  of 
the  Two  Hundred  and  First  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  Dr.  Wagensellcr  was 
re-commissioned  a surgeon,  with  the  rank  of 
major,  which  position  he  held  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  being  a participant  in  the  grand 
review  at  Washington.  During  his  services  in 
the  army  Dr.  Wagensellcr  met.  with  trying,  yet 
valuable  experiences,  which,  upon  his  return 
home,  ranked  him  as  one  of  the  best  physicians 
and  surgeons.  During  his  service  with  the 

t)2 


of  the  North,  exposed  to  a summer  sun,  lay  in 
their  loathsome  condition.  For  three  days 
during  September,  18(52,  Dr.  Wagensellcr,  in 
connection  with  his  regiment  (the  (hie  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-ninth),  intern'd  the  dead  bodies 
of  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  Union 
heroes,  who  had  fallen  in  the  memorable 
baffle,  of  Hull  Run. 

On  December  28,  18(52,  the  One  Hundred 
and  Filly-eighth  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  with 
which  he  was  then  connected,  was  ordered 
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to  Newborn,  N.  C.,  whore  they  wont  into 
winter-quarters.  In  March  Col  lowing',  this 
regiment  was  sent,  by  water,  to  the  relief  ol 
General  foster,  who  was  at  Washington,  on 
the  Jar  1 liver,  surrounded,  and  the  place 
closely  invested  bv  rebels,  under  ( ioncral  1).  II. 
Ilill.  V hile  on  the  vnvage  they  were  over- 
taken by  a terrible  f-torm,  eonnnon  to  the  dan- 
gerous coast  oil'  Cape  Ibitteras.  For  two 
successive  days  and  nights  they  were  at  the 
mercy  ol’  the  waves.  Ideal  after  peal  of  thun- 
der, Hash  upon  Hash  of  lightning,  rendered 
their  condition  one  of  terrible  suspense.  For 
one  whole  night,  with  nothing  but  their  mess- 
pans,  did  Surgeon  Wagcnseller  assist  in  passing 
coal  from  the  hold  to  the  deck,  in  order  to 
lighten  the  vessel  and  to  get  oil’  the  shoal  on 
which  they  had  run  aground,  but  to  no  avail. 
Their  vessel  was  a wreck.  For  at  least  thirty-six 
hours  thev  were  without  fresh  water.  Finally 
they  were  rescued,  but  only  to  be  placed  in 
a new  danger.  At  Hill’s  and  Rodman’s  Points 
the  enemy  had  placed  obstructions  in  the  chan- 
nel, and  was  prepared  with  heavy  batteries  to 
dispute  the  passage. 

Along  with  his  regiment,  Surgeon  Wagen- 
seller  embarked  upon  one  of  the  gunboats,  pre- 
pared to  run  the  blockade.  It  was  a dark  and 
stormy  night.  Everything  was  in  readiness;  but 
Commodore  Met 'aim,  seeing  that  inevitable 
destruction  was  sure  to  follow  this  perilous  un- 
dertaking, refused  to  send  the  men  forward. 
It  was  while  thus  hemmed  in  by  the  enemy 
that  his  mother  died,  and  it  was  not  until  three 
or  four  weeks  after  her  burial  that  he  received 
the  sad  intelligence.  Filch  were  some  of  the 
trials  and  vicissitudes  he  encountered  in  his 
army  life.  At  his  post  upon  the  battle-lields  of 
Anticlam,  Fredericksburg  and  South  Mountain, 
Surgeon  Wagcnseller  could  also  have  been  seen, 
faithfully  performing  his  part. 

In  polities  Dr.  Wagcnseller  has  always  been 
a Republican.  Becoming  of  age  at  the  time 
ol  the  formation  of  that  party,  with  it,  he  east 
in  his  lot,  and  has  ever  since  been  true  to  its 
principles.  1 1 is  first  Presidential  vote  was  east 
for  Abral  aim  Lincoln.  In  all  important  cam- 
paigns lie  has  ever  taken  an  active  part.  In 
the  county  organization  he  has  freipientlv  been 


on  the  standing  committee,  serving  a number 
of  times  as  its  chairman.  I le  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  State  ( 'on  vent  ions,  and  twice  served  in 
the  National  Convention.  In  18H8  Dr.  Wag- 
ensellor  was  on  the  State  electoral  ticket,  anil 
at  the  meeting  of  the  electors  east  his  vote  for 
Grant  and  Colfax.  On  April  7,  18li!f,  lie  was 
Commissioned  by  President  Grant  revenue 
assessor  of  the  Fourteenth  District,  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Dauphin,  Juniata,  Northumber- 
land, Fnyderand  Union,  continuing  until  187 2, 
when  the  districts  were  consolidated.  In  1874 
he  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  State 
Senator,  carrying  his  county  by  a majority  of 
101 J , the  usual  party  majority  at  that  time  be- 
ing about  500.  The  contest  was  spirited  and 
the  result  for  sometime  remained  in  doubt.  It 
was  finally  determined  that  his  opponent,  Hon. 
A.  II.  Dill,  had  a majority  of  seventeen  in  the 
district.  During  this  year  he  was  appointed 
examining  surgeon  on  pensions,  which  posi- 
tion lie  retains.  In  1880  he  was  delegate  to 
the  National  Convention  at  Chicago,  where 
he  east  his  vote  lirst  for  James  G.  Blaine 
and  afterward  voted  for  the  noble  champion 
of  Republicanism,  James  A.  Garfield.  In 
1884  he  was  again  a delegate  to  the  National 
Republican  Convention  at  Chicago,  which  nom- 
inated Mr.  Blaine  for  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States.  < )n  this  occasion  his  support 
was  not  in  vain,  and  the  “ Plumed  Knight” 
received  the  unanimous  nomination  of  the  con- 
vention. 

In  1882  Dr.  Wagcnseller  was  honored  by  the 
Republican  party  in  his  county  with  the  nomi- 
nation to  Congress;  but  in  the  (list  riet  the  nom- 
ination was  given  to  lion.  L.  F.  Atkinson.  In 
addition  to  these  more  prominent  positions  held, 
he  has  frequently  been  entrusted  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  with  the  management  of  local  affairs. 
As  school  director,  or  a member  of  the  Borough 
Council,  he  has  proven  that  their  confidence  was 
not  misplaced;  and,  in  188(>,  is  serving  his 
third  consecutive  term  as  chief  burgess  of  Se- 
lin’s Grove,  during  which  the  borough  obtained 
its  first  supply  of  water  from  the  water  works. 
In  all  official  positions  held  he  has  striven  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  the  eommimilv. 
As  a physician  and  surgeon  he  ranks  among 
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llic  lii'sl,  Mini  is  engag'd I in  mi  extensi v<;  prae  , 
ticf  anil  is  a mcnilior  of  (lie  iState  Medical 
Society.  As  ;i  friend  and  neighbor  lie  is 
^'i  iu  rolls  and  sympathetic,  and  lor  the  deserv- 
ing poor  has  a warm  heart  and  an  open  hand. 

A-  a member  ol  the  Lutheran  Church  he  | 
k an  ollicer  ol'  (lie  council,  and  ever  ready 
with  liberal  support,  hr.  .15.  I'\  V agenscl ler 
was  married  (o  M iss  Maria  A.  Solioch,  a daugli- 
ti'i'of  .Jacob,  .1  r.,  and  Catharine  (M  i 1 ler)  Sehoeli, 
March  25,  18b  1.  Their  home,  a place  ol’ 
culture  and  relincmcnt,  has  often  been  the 
H.'cnc  of  soeiabililv  and  entertainment.  Their 
daughter,  Mattie  .!.  WagenseLIer,  was  married, 
October  8,  1885,  to  Martin  L.  Snyder,  Fsq., 
ami  with  him  moved  to  their  home  at  lola, 
Kansas. 

J.  I".  Ivaxawiu,  is  a native  of  Fayette  town- 
diip,  Juniata  County,  and  was  born  February 
■),  1811.  I Iis  father,  John  Ivanawel,  is  a native 
of  Reading';  his  mother,  whose  maiden-name 
was  Barbara  Woods,  is  a native  of  Miillin 
( \hi lit v.  hr.  Kanawcl  was  educated  at  the 
McAlisterville  Academy,  teaching'  school  dur- 
ing the  winters  and  attending'  the  academy  | 
(luring'  the  summers.  lie  read  medicine  under  i 
the  instruct  ion  of  Dr.  A.  J.  Fisher,  and  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  18118,  and  located  at  Cenlrevilie,  where  lie; 
lias  since  been  engaged  in  an  active  and  success- 
ful practice,  lie  is  a member  of  the  Snyder 
( i unit v Medical  Society  and  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  On  October  12,  1870,  he  married 
Mi"  L.  .1.  Showers. 

A.  M.  Smith  was  born  at  Bcavertown  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1847.  Mis  parents  are  John  S.  and 
Martha  Smith.  On  his  maternal  side,  Dr. 
Smith  is  a grandson  of  the  lion.  Xer  Mid- 
illcswarth.  lie  obtained  his  education  in  the] 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  the  Union  \ 
Seminary,  at  New  Berlin,  and  at  the  Missionary 
limtitiite,  at  Selin’s  drove.  During'  (lie  Rebel- 
lion, on  February  25,  18(14,  lie  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  I 
and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  lie  read 
medicine  under  the  inst ruction  of  hr.  I . I . Con- 
rad, after  which  lie  look  a full  course  at  Jeller- 
Min  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  graduating  | 
in  March,  1870.  lie  then  took  a post-graduate  | 


course.  lie  located  at  Adamsburg  in  1871, 
where  he  still  resides,  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession.  Dr.  Smith  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Snyder  County  Medical  Society  and 
also  a permanent  member  of  the  Stale  .Medical 
Society.  For  live  years  he  has  been  the  sur- 
geon for  the  Lewistown  Division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad. 

11.  M.  Nirt’i.i;  is  a native  of  Perry  County 
and  a graduate  of  Jelferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia.  For  a number  of  years  he  prac- 
ticed at  Fremont,  when  he  removed  to  Free- 
burg,  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  an  active  and 
remunerative  practice.  Me  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inators of  the  Snyder  County  Medical  Society, 
and  is  also  a permanent  member  of  the  State 
Medical  Society. 

John  W.  Sheets  was  born  in  Cumberland 
County.  In  the  year  1871  lie  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  at  once 
commenced  practice  at  Port  Trcverton.  lie  re- 
mained at  this  place  but  a short  time,  when  he 
moved  to  Selin’s  drove,  and  established  his 
office  and  residence  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Market  and  Bough  Streets.  While  at  Selin’s 
drove  Dr.  Sheets  met  with  marked  success  in 
his  practice,  but  by  reason  of  failing  health  he 
was  obliged  to  seek  other  localities,  and  after 
numerous  change.'  finally  settled  at  Northum- 
berland, where  he  is  now  practicing,  having 
regained  Ins  health.  On  leaving,  he  sold  his 
practice  to  Dr.  P.  A.  Boyer,  who  now  has  his 
residence  and  office  at  the  sainc  place.  During 
the  Bebellion  Dr.  Sheets  was  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 

J.  O.  Nipple  was  born  at  Alillerstown,  Perry 
County;  was  graduated  Doctor  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  from  Jelferson  Medical  College, 
March  12,  1878;  practiced  at  Madisonburg, 
Centre  County,  and  afterwards  moved  to  Port 
Trcverton,  where  he  continues  to  practice. 

II.  II.  1 )<>i;i>n  r.u,  of  Shamokin  Dam,  was 
born  in  Berrysburg,  Dauphin  County,  January 
9,  1841,  a son  of  John,  and  grandson  of  Peter 
Bordner,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Lvkens 
Valley.  Ilis  mother  was  Susanna,  daughter  of 
Balthaesar  Bamberger.  lie  was  educated  in 
the  common  school  ; afterwards  graduated  from 
I Bei  T)’;  'burg  S eminary  and  Millersburg  High 
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School,  mid  lot  lowed  (oaelimg  Ini'  ;i  while.  At 
the  invasion  nl'  l’eimylvania  bv  the  rebels  lie 
joined  the  Pennsylvania  State  Militia,  which, 
after  a short  service,  were  sent  hack,  lie  joined 
( 'oin|ianv  A.,  Two  1 Kindred  and  Tenth  Ucgi- 
nient  Dcnn.-vlvauia  Volunteers,  at  its  organ- 
i /.a  linn  in  Camp  Curtin,  1 1 arrisbnrg,  Augii't  Id, 
iSli  I,  and  participated  in  its  several  unea^c- 
nienls.  lie  was  wounded  while  on  a charge, 
l>v  the  Imrst  i ng  ol  a shell,  at  Ilaleher’s  linn, 
Snnda\',  February  7,  18(17,  and  reeidved  injur- 
ies in  the  engagement,  February  7,  I Slid,  from 
which  no  recovery  can  be  expected.  lie  entered 
into  the  mercantile  business  in  Logansport,  Ind., 
August,  liStid,  and  followed  it  about  live  years, 
lie  read  medicine  tinder  I Vs.  N.  W.  St  roup  and 
• I.  (I.  Kens-der,  of  Valiev  View,  Da.,  and  en- 
tered the  I'nivcr-itv  of  Michigan  October  1, 
1S7'J,  from  which  he  graduated  in  187  1.  lie 
practiced  in  I dmestoiicvi  I le,  Montour  Oonntv, 
Da.,  until  February,  I S 7 1 i , and  then  came  to 
Slianmkin  Dam.  lie  was  married  to  II.  >S. 
( ) I i v i a Jane  ( i ru.'.s,  daughter  ol  John  ( 1 ross,  on 
January  It,  I S 7 7 . Me  was  sent  by  the  Medical 
Society  as  their  repre-enlati VC  delegate  to  the 
Dcnnsy lvania  Slate  Medical  Society,  lie  prac- 
ticed at  ISeavertown  from  ISSd  to  188-1.  In 
.Maicli,  I SSd,  he  was  appointed  school  director 
anil  secretary  ol  the  school  board  ol  Monroe 
(list  riel. 

I Tin  a v \ t . II  human  was  born  in  Denn  town- 
ship September  Id,  1 S . > 1 . 1 1 is  bill  h-place  was 

the  house  that  was  built  and  occupied  for  many 
years  bv  his  great-grand  tat  her,  Jacob  Jarrell., 
wlm  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  in  this 
vicinity.  Ilis  parents  were  Denjamiii  and  Lv- 
dia  Merman.  Mis  great-grandparent  and 
grandparent  on  his  father’s  side  were  John 
and  David  I Ierman,  respectively,  I he  former  of 
whom  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  l\  ralzerville.  About  one  hiindrcil 
years  ago  I he  elder  Merman  and  Jarrell,  with 
I Imir  land  lies,  came.  to  I h is  reason  I rom  I lie  east- 
ern part  ol  the  Slate — the  former  from  Lehigh 
and  the  latter  from  Northampton  ( 'oiinly. 

Mntil  lie  was  .scyculceii  years  old  Dr,  Mer- 
man attended  the  common  school,'.  In  I.NIJ.S 
t he  d i rectors  endeavored  to  li  nd  a teacher  Ibr  I lie 
school  of  which  he  was  a pupil,  and  dually  he, 


though  not  yet  seventeen  years  of  age,  was  re- 
quested to  take  charge  ol  the  school,  which  lie  did. 

1 n due  time  he  brought  the  term  to  a close  succc.v 
fully.  A Iter  the  next  harvest,  was  oyer  he  wa- 
in formed  by  his  father  lhal  if  lie  desired  toga 
to  school,  he  would  release  him.  I Coin  this  time 
he  hits  been  self-dependent.  Alter  iinishing  n 
term  id  school  at  Deavertown  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Isaac  D.  t.’nn- 
rad  ; then  engaged  to  leach  the  .Salem  School, 
Denn  District,  for  the  term  ol  I87'J— 78.  Ur 
spent  the  winter  of  1878—7-1  in  Detroit  Medi- 
cal College.  In  1 N 7 7 he  entered  the  ( 'ineinnati 
( 'ol lege  ofMedicine  and  Surgery,  and  in  February 
Wits  graduated.  Me  came  home  and  located  in 
Kralzervillc,  where  he  continues  to  reside,  lb 
is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In 
1878  lie  was  married  to  Joanna  Leaver, 
daughter  of  J.  S.  Leaver,  of  Kralzervillc,  de- 
ceased. Dr.  Merman  has  been  twice  elected  a- 
county  coroner. 

I.  ( i tit t:t!  1 » a t : lit :i:  was  born  near  Milllui- 
burg,  Mnion  County,  March  7,  1878.  lleoh- 
tained  his  education  in  the  public  : schools,  Mil- 
llinburg  Academy  and  the  Slate  Normal  School, 
at  Hloomsburg  ; taught  school  for  several 
terms  in  Luzerne  County  ; read  medicine  under 
Dr.  S.  L,  Win  Valzali,  of  M illlinburg ; was 
graduated  from  Jcllirson  Medical  College 
March  7,  I.S77.  Commenced  practicing  at 
Cenlreville,  and  in  October,  1878,  located  at 
Middleburg,  where,  he  still  resides,  engaged  in 
his  profession.  Dr.  Darker  has  been  a member 
of  the  Council  and  treasurer  of  the  borough  of 
Middl-eburg.  In  1888  he  established,  in  con- 
nection with  his  practice,  a drug-store,  which  lie 
still  conducts.  In  IS, So  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  post  master  at  Middleburg.  Ilis 
parents  are  Samuel  8.  and  Finma  M.  (Forster) 
Darker.  On  the  loth  of  February,  18S8,  Dr. 
Darber  was  married  to  Kale  F.  V itlcnmvcr,  of 
Mi  Idleburg. 

I sa  ac  lb  Sw  i a « :.\  irr  was  born  at  MeVcy- 
town,  Mi  HI  i i i County  ; educated  at  Kishaco- 
ipullas  Seminary  dune  J f> , 187.7;  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  ( ,'ineinnat i ('ollege  of  Medieine 
and  Surgery  June  81,  1 877.  In  August  Ihl- 
lowing  he  located  at  Danneryille,  and,  after 
prael icing  a lew  years,  moved  out  ol  the  comity. 
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.toll n (J.  Sill  man  was  L>< hi i near  Milton,  j 
.lime  1 I Sol!.  1 1 is  parents  are  Heorge  ami  j 
i 'aiharine  Slminan.  Dr.  Shuman  was  graduated  ' 
I’rniii  tin:  < Mi  lege  of  I'livsieians  and  Surgeons 
lit'  Keokuk,  Iowa,  Del  ana  rv  Id,  I.S77.  For  j 
the  last  eight  years  lie  lias  been  practicing  at 
li'uxel ville  ; is  married  to  Miss  Savilla  C. 
Bingamau. 

\\  1 1 .1.1  A M (JitANT  Mounts  praetieed  for  a 
>liurt  time  at  Sliamokin  Dam,  about  1871),  and 
tlirii  left  the  comity. 

II.  J'\  Womkk,  a native  of  the  county,  prae. 
tired  for  some  years  at  McKee’s  I Kill'  Falls, 
hut  is  now  located  at  Liverpool,  lie  was  grad- 
uated from  Jelfcrson  Medical  ( 'o I lege,  March 

I . ’),  IS 78. 

J.  \V.  Sami-ski,  was  born  in  Snyder  County, 
March  22,  18bd.  lie  was  a son  of  Ilopnia 
.uni  Ann  Sampsel,  the  eldest  of  three  children, 
lie  obtained  his  education  in  the  common 
wliools  and  Freeburg  Academy  ; read  medicine; 
then  entered  the  1’ Diversity  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1 S 7 < ! , where  he  took  his  first  course.  In  1877 
he  mat  rieulated  at  the  dell’erson  Medical  Col  lege 
and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in 
1 S 7 8 , when  he  located  at  Penn’s  Creek,  and 
Inis  been  practicing  at  that  place,  lie  was  mar- 
ried, December  27,  1 SSI,  to  Henrietta  -V.  Spa u- 
;der,  daughter  of  ( ieorge  C.  and  Mary  A.  Span- 
iel-. 

Pit.vNK  J.  Wai;  KN's!',r.i,i;t!  is  a native  of  Se- 
lin’s. Grove,  the  eldest  son  of  Hr  P.  II.  Wagcn- 
scller,  whose  sketch  appears  on  a preceding  ]>age; 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the 
Missionary  Institute  ; read  medicine  under  the 
instructions  of  his  uncle,  Dr.  15.  F.  Wagenscller  ; 
entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  attended  the  full  course  of  lectures,  and 
was  graduated  March  1 (j,  1878.  Since  then 
he  has  been  in  continuous  practice  at  Selin’s 
( I rove. 

( iiautdi:  IK  NYiasru;,  -It:.,  M.D.,  the  subject 
uf  this  sketch,  was  born  at  ( ieorgotown,  Nor- 
thumberland County,  Pa  , September  7th,  I8b7. 
When  onlv  four  years  old  he  became  an  or- 
phan, through  the  death  of  his  father,  and  was 
left  to  the  care  of  a widowed  mother.  I Ion.  .1. 

II.  Packer,  of  Sunbury,  w ho  was  his  first  guar-  ! 
dian,  was  succeeded  by  Andrew  Ditty,  Usip,  of  I 


( Ieorgotown.  lie  ■attended  the  subscription 
schools  in  his  native  place  until  lie  arrived  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  when,  in  I8(i!t,  he  was 
sent  to  the  Freeburg  Academy,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  lie  subsequently  attended 
the  Uerrysburg  Seminary  and  Sunbury  Acad- 
emy. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  became  u clerk 
in  tlie  shipping  department  of  the  Mineral 
Kailroad  and  M ining  Company’s  olliee.  When 
only  eighteen  years  of  age  he  commenced 
reading  medicine  with  15.  D.  Kercher,  M.D., 
and  graduated  at  the  JcHerson  Medical  Col- 
lege, at  Philadelphia,  in  March,  187!).  He 
also  took  a special  course  on  skin  diseases  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Free  Dispensary,  Philadelphia, and 
an  extra  course  in  anatomy  at  the  Philadelphia 
Seh  ool  ot  Anatomy.  Having  pursued  a good 
course  of  literary  studies,  and  being  in  possession 
of  a first-class  medical  education,  he  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  noble  profession  at  .Mc- 
Kee’s Half  Falls,  Snyder  County,  in  the  spring 
of  187!),  where  he  has  continued  to  practice  until 
this  date.  J5y  assiduous  application  to  study 
and  strict  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  profes- 
sion, he  has  acquired  a very  extensive  practice, 
which  extends  over  a large  territory  in  Snyder, 
Juniata,  Periv,  and  across  the  Susquehanna 
River  into  Northumberland  Countv. 

Dr.  Weiser  is  a young  man  of  progressive 
ideas.  He  keeps  pace  with  the  march  of. prog- 
ress, and  he  reads  the  leading  medical  journals  of 
the  day,  and  his  judgment  concerning  diseases 
and  opinions  on  medical  subjects  tire  regarded 
w ith  the  highest  respect  by  his  patrons,  and  also 
by  the  medical  profession.  lie  is  so  intensely 
devoted  to  his  profession  that  he  is  still  unmar- 
ried. He  is  a young  man  of  a sociable  disposi- 
tion. ITe  takes  an  interest  in  the  local  ailitirs 
of  the  township  in  which  he  resides,  and 
at  the  annual  settlements  of  the  township  has 
lor  live  years  kept  the  books,  where  his  neat  and 
ready  penmanship  bear  the  evidences  of  skill  in 
business  transactions. 

His  ancestors  arc  of  Herman  extraction,  and 
he  is  a lineal  descendant  of  Conrad  Weiser,  the 
great  Indian  agent,  who  was  cmploved  by  the 
colonial  Hovernor  of  the  State,  and  who  exer- 
cised more  influence  over  the  Indian  race  alom>- 
the  Susquehanna  Valley  than  any  other  man. 


' 

l<;  iilVMf  Idoii  "'li\  ‘to 


• < 1 it  (l  \.i  IT/;  ' i 


'(liO'ltMJ  u\%  s:  ■!  iilllt  * V j -*'!,|  ,)J 

■ niT  lir>  •!  9tf  ni  j-91-iiui  i; j . 
fmi!  >;ti  or  ! / !<««!  Iti;  !U  ...  ,/  ,•!  ;,;i 

• '«  |.U>T  T . -ill  ..  1 I ■(,  I , • 

■. ; 1 1 - ■■  i i ■ ■ i ' i ,i  1 1 .i  , . , . 


l ir,s 


JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUKII  ANNA  VAbhPYS  IN  IMiNNSY  LVANlA. 


I 


lie  settled  iu:m\'  disputes,  ill  ns  avoiding  blood- 
died.  A mol'd  < ■ x l » ■ 1 1 < I ( •< I not i i • of  this  noted  man  I 
will  I >c  l‘o 1 1 1 m I in  l lie  general  I mlian  history  giv-  ! 
cii  in  lliis  work. 

A i ml  In T ol'  1 1 is  early  ancesl  rv  is  ( 'n plain  lien-  I 


jjuniii  Weiser,  w ho  eommaiided  a eoni| 

Kill  V 

ill 

Philadelphia,  January  DO,  1777,  from 

what 

is 

now  1 Iniou  ( 'nitut  v.  (See  page  III  1,  lor 

liiusli 

1 

T-  ’ 

roll  of  said  company.) 

Ilis  o'l'and  lal  her,  < leorge  \\ riser,  was 

1 ion  1 

in  ; 

daughters  am  slill  living  at  Sunburv,  viz.:  Jam*  j 
isa,  widow  ol'  Captain  (Charles  J.  Ih  uimer,  (li- 
censed, w ho  was  a leading  attoruey-at-law  al  ) 
Sniilmiy,  and  Irom  I.Tilt  lo  l*S<Sd  Unilol 
Si  a Ids  inldi'iial  r<j\'t*i  mu  colldctor  • Llizabelli, 
widow  of  J.  Weiser  IJassleoddcr,  who  was  an 
extensive  nidi'dhanl  lor  many  years  at  Si  in  bury; 
Amelia,  widow  of  Pew  1' i s her,  deceased,  a Hr* 
formed  minister.  Ol  I ho  sons,  I )r.  ( ieorge  liu- 
dlmr  Weiser  alone  survives,  w ho  also  graduated 


Perks  ( Nil  1 n t v,  and  moved  with  his  lather  to 
Pull'alo  \’allev  when  i|iiile  voting.  lie  after- 
wards moved  to  Sunburv,  and  beeame  one  of 
its  early  saltiers  and  prominent  citizens,  and  was 
extend Ydly  engaged  in  the  1 : 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 business 

u 1 1 1 i 1 I lie  I i me  ol  his  deal  It,  which  oeei  1 r red  about 
the  wear  1S;V>.  lie  was  married  to  a Miss] 
Ihieher,  ol  Sunburv,  by  whom  he  had  seven  { 
iliddivn,  lour  daughters  and  three  sons.  The  j 


at.  Jellerson  Medical  ('o  I lege,  Philadelphia,  ami 
practiced  niedieine  successively  at  Shaiiiokiii, 
( Jeorgclown,  Sunburv  and,  for  the  past  thirty 
years,  at  Millershurg,  having  praelieed  Curl y- 
lliree  years.  I lie  other  son,  I )r.  ( 'liarles  Sliili- 
de|  Wd  iscr  (named  in  honor  ol  low.  .1.  1*.  Shin- 
del,  deceased,  an  eminent  Lutheran  minister  ol 
Sunburv),  was  horn  at  Sunburv  about  the  yeai 
iS’dl).  lie  was  I he  lather  ol  our  present  subject. 
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II''  received  a thorough  literary  education,  and 
!*rame  an  accomplished  musician,  lie  also 
.•radnated  at  (he  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  I lie 
•.cir  lH.iD.  After  practicing  a short  lime,  in 
Northumberland  ( 'ounly  lie  went  loOliio,  and 

■ ntrred  into  coparlncr.ship  with  an  old  physician, 
hut  suhseipienl  ly  returned  and  commenced  prac- 
ticing at  Georgetown,  becoming  the  successor  ol’ 
his  hi'olher,  Dr.  George  I!.  W’ciscr.  lie  heeamc 

■ lie  leading'  physician  oC  the  locality,  and  was 
tp.(|iient I y called  to  neighboring  towns  for  con- 
■ullation.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Bros  ins,  an 
adopted  daughter  ol’  George  Brosius,  deceased, 
who  was  largely  engaged  in  agricultural  and 
imTcantilc  pursuits.  During  an  epidemic  of 
measles  lie  contracted  a malignant  type  of  the 
di-wi.se,  and  died  in  August,  I8bl.  Two  chil- 
dren survive  him, — Elizabeth  C.  Weiser  and 
l>r.  George  B.  Weiser,  dr. 

I' 1 10  loregoing  sketch  discloses  the  taels  that 
the  Weisers  are  descendants  ol  noble  parentage 
and  that  the  medical  profession  was  their  favor- 
ite pursuit. 

.).  T.  Stkoii iookku  is  a native  of  Wayne, 
Clinton  County.  A I ter  graduating  at  Jell'eison 
Medical  College,  March  I’d,  1<S7!),  he  located  at 
I’.cavertown,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
profession. 

.1.0.  Waonki;  was  horn  at  K ratzerville  ; is 
a ,-on  of  V.  II.  Wa*  pier,  a prominent  citizen  of 
•laekson  township.  Dr.  W agner  is  a graduate 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
Haiti  more,  Inning  been  graduated  March  1,1  SS( ).. 
He  first  located  at  K ratzerville,  but  soon  after- 
wards at  Adamsburg,  where  lie  is  still  engaged 
in  an  active  practice. 

M \ ltAMD  JIoti I itocic,  son  of  Dr.  Roswell 
Kolliroek,  was  born  in  Mill\-illc,  Clarion 
t 'on  lily.  May  Id,  I Hod.  II  is  childhood  was 
-pent  in  New  Bethlehem,  Beavertown  and  lian- 
nervillc.  lie  read  medicine  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  his  father,  then  practicing  at  Banncrville, 
and,  in  I STD,  commenced  attending  lectures  at 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  Bal- 
timore, from  which  institution  he  graduated 
March  I,  1881.  lie  located  permanently  at 
Fremont,  Snyder  County,  where  lie  still  re- 
-ides. 

I’.  A.  Bov  Kit  was  born  at  Richfield,  Juniata 


County,  October  d 1, 1 Hob.  1 1 is  father  was  I lenry 
S.  Boyer,  a son  of  Francis  A.  Boyer,  of  f reeburg. 
Ilis  mother,  Amelia  Boyer,  still  living,  is  a 
da  lighter  ol  ( Jeorgc  (Hass,  also  of  F reeburg. 
Dr.  Boyer  acquired  his  elementary  education  in 
the  public  schools, afterwards  attending  the  M is- 
sionarv  I institute  at  Selin’s  Grove,  and  the  State 
Normal  School,  at  Shipped, sburg.  Studied  med- 
icine under  the  prceeptorship  of  Dr.  .1.  W . 
Sheets,  and  was  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  March  lb,  IHH1.  lie  soon 
after  located  at  Selin’s  drove,  as  successor  to  Dr. 
Sheets,  and  has  continued  a successful  practice 
ever  since.  In  November,  1882,  lie  married  Miss 
Flora  Carey,  only  daughter  of  A.  M.  Carey,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  the  place. 

G.  Etxi ak  If assixgkk  was  born  in  Franklin 
township,  Snyder  County,  August  11,  1857, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  at  Se- 
lin’s Grove,  and  at  Bloonislmrg  State  Normal 
School;  taught  school  with  success;  studied 
medicine  and  was  graduated  Irom  Jellerson 
Medical  College  in  1881.  Heat  once  located 
at  Middleburg,  where  he  is  still  practicing. 

1 ndcr  President  Arthur’s  administration  lie 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  M iddlehurg,  and 
served  the  public  acceptably.  He  resigned  the 
office  fiir  the  purpose  of  giving  more  time  and 
attention  to  his  chosen  profession. 

Edward  W\  Tool  was  horn  on  Staten  is- 
land, N.  V.,  June  28,  1851.  Ilis  parents  were 
of  Irish  birth,  and  both  labored  hard  in  humble 
capacities  to  make  a living  and  support  for  their 
children.  Until  twelve  years  of  age  he  attended 
the  common  schools.  Owing  to  the  poverty  of 
his  parents  and  his  being  the  oldest:  of  the  chil- 
dren, young  ’fool  was  compelled  to  stay  out  of 
school  a great  deal.  At  the  age  of  twelve,  both 
his  hither  and  mother  were  suddenly  taken  from 
him,  (heir  deaths  occurring  only  seven  days 
apart.  An  uncle,  his  father’s  brother,  I lion  look 
him  and  eared  for  him  a short  time,  when  he 
was  sent  to  another  uncle,  at  Wilkesbarre. 

He  came  to  Port  Treverlon,  Snyder  ( ’oiintv, 
in  July,  I8li(i,  and  here  and  in  the  vicinity  en 
gaged  in  various  occupations,  as  he  had  in 
Wilkesbarre.  In  3 8(H)  lie  entered  the  employ 
of  I Ion.  W illiam  ( 1.  I ierrold,  wit h whom  he  re- 
mained until  Mr.  1 lorrold’s  death,  in  1880.  Ilis 


lili  '/  |r»  Ill-  p ; (■  • i :(()." 

l J . / ' . i 

»>l ;;!  .-I.  lili  I-  T - / l1  ( -ii  ll  | • • > ■ ! 

»l  Of  lf/f!  .i  'l'  r'fll  •full,  II  / 

if  tr  •i*nl  Imhii  (>>  jiu>-  , ■/ 

f ■ I"’  > ■|‘>l)V(l8  lint.  •V‘)jT  i-uVf  1 -,1I 

■ 

'li  I tii  ■ i!  hi;  ;toiliK|Jl  hiibi'UiV  ui  : 

>.  ii  HH  1 1 7/  i >!  . >li  IT  : > ' .in. i .i  <i  ,U0U 

1 ■ i ■ : i • . ; i . : 


' I-  : : ...  - . I.  t • .V 

,-!-i  A r ,L  • ! 1/, 

• y:u.  i ..hi  ••••--,  i , u . j ■ 

I >«•(..  -Ji'  liJ I i ' s/i  ri  *ii  / ■ '.•■n 

• : 1 1 • I . • 1 1 ,M  ’ill  /i  l Jn  <i  //  1 


1 160 


JUNTA TA  ANT)  STTSQTf KTT A NNA  VALLEYS  TN  T’UNN.SYLVANT  A. 


<‘!ii plover  started  him  on  llic  road  To  success — 
sc* 1 1 < I i iii;'  him  to  school  at  the  Missionary  In-ti- 
t n to,  at  Selin’s  ( < rove, and  afterwards  the  Normal 
School  at  (hesamo  place,  where  lie  fitted  himself 
as  a teacher,  lie  then  taught  school  live  winters, 
lie  studies  I medicine  under  (lie  i list  met  ion  of  Dr. 
J.  \V.  Sheets,  attended  lectures  at  the  Baltimore 
College  of  Uhysichms  and  Surgeons,  and  was 
graduated  therefrom  in  1 SSI  .and  located  at  f ree- 

O ' 

burg,  where  he  is  still  engaged  in  a large  and 
remunerative  practice.  Some  time  after  locating 
at  Frecburg  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Mertz, 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  D.  I’.  Mertz. 

IT.  J.  S.\rmt,  a son  of  John  A.  Smith,  was 
born  at  Adamslmrg;  is  a graduate  of  Jelferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia;  commenced 
practice  at  Alt.  Pleasant  M ills,  Snyder  County, 
and,  after  several  years,  removed  to  Adams- 
burg. 

Fr.srK  Mitm.w  was  the  fourth  of  a family  of 
nine  children;  was  born  at  Winfield,  Union 
County,  February  Id,  1 8 Id,  of  Cernian  parent- 
age1, her  father  being  Joseph  Mitman,  her  moth- 
er Sal  1 ie  Ann,  a daughter  of  Frederic  A lcxan- 
der  Posen.  The  laniilv  settled  at  Winfield  in 
1838,  having  immigrated  from  Northampton 
( 'ouiity. 

She  received  a good,  common-school  educa- 
tion, and,  at  (he  age  ol  fourteen  years,  was  se- 
lected to  teach  in  the.  public  schools  ol  Penn 
township,  to  which  section  the  family  had  then 
removed.  She  continued  in  this  field  of  labor 
fifteen  years.  During  1 80S  and  1 8bb  she  at- 
tended the  Frecburg  Academy.  In  the  winter 
of  187-1  she  went  to  Freeburg,  and,  in  company 
with  her  sister  Violetta,  established  a drug- 
store, which  was  opened  July  1 , 187b.  The  ven- 
ture proved  quite  successful,  but  failing  health 
induced  her  to  sell  out  in  1877.  The  next 
year  and  a half  was  passed  in  the  life,  insurance 
business;  but,  having  long  contemplated  a med- 
ical education,  she,  in  October,  I <S 7 '•  *,  became  a 
“ progressive  three  years’  course”  student  at  the 
“ V Oman’s  Medical  (’ol lego  of  Pennsylvania,” 
from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1882.  She 
ha,-  1 teen  in  successful  practice  since.1 

1 While  tin’s  work  was  pas.-.hi;'  tliroilgli  the  |nv-~  ioielli- 
gcnce  was  vecei veil  tlml  Miss  It  Milman,  (licit 

• lining  tlio  early  part  of  March,  ISSG. 


J.  J.  C ukkniiok  was  born  at  Adamsbiirg; 
is  a graduate  of  the  Baltimore  Medical  Uollegr, 
having  graduated  March  7,  1882;  has  hern 
practicing  his  profession  at  Fremont. 

S.  1).  Shim:  was  born  at  llilllown,  Bucks 
('ouiity;  graduated  March  7,  1882,  Irom  the 
Baltimore*  Medical  College,  and  located  at  Ban- 
ncrvillc. 

J.  W.  Skip  is  a native  of  Moore  township, 
Northampton  County,  and  was  born  April  1, 
I860.  lie  is  of  Cernian  extraction,  his  parents 
being  dames  and  Cliristianna  fllei'imm)  Seiji. 
Dr.  Seiji  is  the  eighth  of  a family  of  twelve 
children,  of  whom  four  brothers  and  three 
sisters  are  still  living.  After  teaching  for  some 
time  he  acquired  sufficient,  means  to  enable  him  to 
prosecute  the  study  of  medicine,  which  he  hail  had 
in  view  for  some  time.  After  reading  fur 
eighteen  months  with  different  physicians,  lie 
entered  Jelferson  Medical  College  ScjMcmber 2.\ 
1881.  After  pursuing  the  full  course  ol  lectures 
at  that  institution,  lie  was  graduated  April  2, 
1883.  Me  immediately  began  the  practice  ol 
his  profession  at  Krcsgeville,  Monroe  County. 
On  the  Dili  day  of  August,  188  1,  lie  located  at 
l\ reamer,  Snyder  County,  where  he  still  eon 
t i lines  to  jiraetice.  Dr.  Seiji  was  married  to  Mi" 
Sena  Sannels,  a I hinisli  ladv. 

John  M.  Mykus  was  born  in  Allegheny 
County  ; graduated  from  Baltimore  Medical 
College  A jiril  12,  1882.  lie  has  jiractieed  at 
Lillyville,  Milllin  County,  and  at  Bcavertown. 

(’ll  APT  Mil  1 V. 

1*a1  11c.it ioiuil  .Mailers — (Nmtests  I pun  .School  Measures — 
(J uunfy  Superintendents. 1 

Tin',  first  schools  wen*  taught  in  old,  mioeeii- 
jiied  buildings,  sj>riiig-housc.s  and  dwelling- 
houses.  The  earliest  houses  were  const  met  ed 
of  logs,  and  roofed  with  clapboards.  They 
were  generally  very  small,  some  not  more  than 
fourteen  by  eighteen  feet,  and  had  only  a few 
small  windows,  and  were  neither  jdaslercd  nor 
ceiled.  Those  built  prior  to  1834  had  long 
desk's  along  the  wall  and  high  slab  benches,  a:  j 


1 Jiy  Prof.  Iiimiel  8.  1 Joyce. 
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:i  large  wood-stove  iii  the  middle.  I I ic  benches 
fur  all  sizes  of  .scholars  were  ol’ the  same  height 
and  without  backs.  Nearly  all  the  earliest 
teachers  were  (Ioniums,  either  native-born  or 
I’nroigticits.  Those  of  Kitropean  birth  were 
generally  well  educated.  Most  of  the  Kn^lish 
leaching  was  done  by  persons  who  could  not 
■aeak  the  English  language.  (Qualified  teachers 
Ding  scarce,  persons  were  urged  to  teach  school 
who  could  barely  read  and  write. 

Some  who  taught  understood  no  arithmetic, 
ami  some  could  not  read  writing.  As  distilleries 
were  very  numerous,  whisky-drinking  was  a 
common  thing  among  the  early  teachers  of  our 
county.  Spelling  and  reading  were  the  only 
branches  at  first  taught.  Writing  was  after- 
wards added  for  the  boys,  but  was  not  consid- 
ered necessary  for  the  girls.  Next  came  arith- 
metic, but  only  for  boys,  who  did  not  begin 
until  they  were  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Occasionally  a girl  learned  to  write  and  cipher. 
Wrammar  and  geography  wasonlv  necessary  for 
" lawyers,  doctors  and  preachers.”  Many  chil- 
dren pursued  what  branches  they  pleased. 

'flic  first  task  was  to  learn  the  a,  b,  <*.  Chil- 
dren were  compelled  to  “ say  their  lessons” 
until  they  knew  them.  Then  came  spelling, 
from  one  to  eight  syllables.  Heading  'was 

reached  through  spelling.  Teachers  could  give 
very  little  assistance  in  pronunciation.  Copy- 
books were  made  of  foolscap).  The  teachers 
wrote  the  copies  and  mended  the  pointed  goose- 
.|iiilk  In  1851  the  minimum  frec-school 
term  was  four  months,  and  in  1872,  five 
months.  The  monthly  pay  of  teachers  under 
tlm  tree  school  system  ranged  from  twelve  dol- 
lars to  twenty-five,  the  teacher  “ boarding 
around”  with  the  pupils.  Nothing  ever  met 
with  more  determined  opposition  than  the  free- 
M'hool  svstem.  The  following  account  of  an 
" anti-school  ” meeting,  held  at  New  Berlin, 
will  explain  the  feeling  in  Union  and  Snyder 
( 'oiinlios : 


“ A NTi-seuooi,  MKi'/nxo,  ISIM.1 


“ Agreeably  to  | mb  lie  not  ice,  l lie  eil  i/.eiis  of  Union 
County  opposed  to  Ibe.  school  law  passed  at  the  hist 
session  of  Ibe  Legislature,  met  at  the  court -bouse, 
iu  New  Merlin,  on  Thursday,  tin-  lSlh  September, 


when  Henry  Yearick,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair; 
Robert  Taylor,  Esq.,  was  appointed  vice-president; 
and  John  Montelius  and  John  Snyder  were  appointed 
secretaries.  On  motion  of  the  Honorable  George 
Kremer,  a committee  of  fifteen  were  appointed  to 
draft  preamble  and  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  the  meeting  ; whereupon,  the  fol  lowing  persons  were 
appointed,  viz. : 

“George  Kremer,  Peter  Richter,  Doctor  John  G. 
Piper,  Frederick  Pontius,  Abbot  Green,  John  Hoycr, 
Frederick  Kremer,  John  S.  1 tigi'am,  George  Schnable, 
John  Zigler,  James  Madden,  Henry  Roush,  Henry 
(J.  Eyer,  John  Snyder,  John  Rebel-,  Jr. 

“ Alter  retiring  a short  time,  returned  and  reported 
the  following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

“ Whereas,  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
their  late  session,  passed  a law  known  as  the  common- 
school  law,  the  principles  of  which  we  consider  dan- 
gerous to  our  rights  and  destructive  of  our  interests; 
therefore,  be  it 

“liesolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it 
behooves  us  to  use  every  honorable  means  in  our 
power  to  procure  a prompt  repeal  of  the  law  in  ques- 
tion. 

“ liesolved,  That  the  chair  appoint  two  persons  from 
each  township  or  borough  in  the  county,  as  the  ease 
may  he,  whose  duty  it  shall  he  to  act  as  delegates  for 
their  respective  districts,  and  bring  with  them  the 
election  returns,  which  will  take  place  to-morrow,  for 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  school  law,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  meeting. 

“ liesolved,  Thai  should  a school  man,  by  mis- 
take, he  selected  by  the  chair,  he  shall  he  rejected 
by  the  anti-school  delegate  of  that  district,  &c.,  who 
shall  have  full  power  to  supply  his  place  with  a man 
opposed  to  the  school  law. 

“liesolved,  This  meeting  adjourn  to  meet  again  at 
the  court-house,  in  New  Berlin,  on  Tuesday  next,  at 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  that  the  present 
officers  are  again  requested  to  preside,  to  adopt 
further  measures  in  relation  to  this  oppressive  law. 

“The  following-named  persons  were  appointed  by 
the  chair,  as  delegates  from  the  several  townships, 
to  meet  iu  New  Merlin,  on  Tuesday,  (lie  2nd  instant, 
viz  : 

“ East  Buffalo. — Philip  Ruhl,  Peter  Voneida. 

“ Lcwisburgh. — AVilliam  Hayes,  Jacob  Zentmire. 

“ Kelly. — Laird  Howard,  George  Meixell. 

“ While  Deer. — John  Rank,  Jacob  Syplier. 

“ Union. — John  S.  Ingram,  Michael  Renter. 

“ Chapman. — Erode  rick  ICremer,  John  Snyder. 

“ Washinyton. — John  Moyer,  Henry  llilbish. 

“ Penn’s. — Peter  Richter,  George  Miller. 

“ Perry. — George  Shotted}’,  Sr.,  Joseph  Sehuee. 

“ Centre. — George  Kremer,  Henry  Motemler. 

“ lle.iiver. — John  1 1 igh ley,  Job n Sbipton. 

“ (lentreoille, — Stephen  Mrucc,  George  Wciriek. 

“ / Inrt/eton. — James  Madden,  George  Ruhl. 

“ West  Ihffalo. — Robert  Taylor,  John  Kehcr,  Jr. 


1 En xii  Linn's  “ Ihilfulo  Valley.” 
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“ Mi(/tinl>ury. — I Icnry  Yearick,  Jolm  Moulding.” — 
Times,  September  ID,  1844. 

“ A N T I -SCI  I (X ) I , I ) H I , K( A T 10  MM  I’.T  I N'(  I . 

“Ala  merlin;'  of  Ilia  delegates  a|i|ioinlcil  by  the 
anti-school  meeting'  of  the  1.8lh  instant,  held  at  the 
court-hou&e,  in  New  Merlin,  on  Tuesday  last,  Henry 
Yearick,  Esq.,  presided  ; assisted  by  John  Moutelius 
and  ( taptain  .1  ohn  Snyder  as  seerolaries. 

“The  names  of  the  delegates  having  been  railed, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  present,  representing 
the  dilferent  townships,  as  follows  : 

“ Union. — John  S.  Ingram,  Michael  Menl'er. 

“ Hartley. — Janies  Madden,  Esq.,  George  Ruhl. 

“ West  Buffalo. — Robert  Taylor,  John  Stees,  Jr. 

“ Mijj/inburg. — Henry  Yeariek,  John  Montelius. 

“ East  Buffalo. — Philip  Ruhl,  Peter  Voneida. 

“ Lewisbnryh. — George  Schnable,  Jacob  Zentiliire. 

“ White  Deer. — Jacob  Sypher,  Samuel  Maker. 

“ ITelly. — .John  Jlummell,  Joseph  Spoils. 

“ Chapman. — John  Snyder,  Frederick  Kroner. 

“ Penn’s. — Peter  Richter,  George  Miller. 

“ Perry. — George  Shetterly,  Joseph  Schnee. 

“ Centre. — George  Kremer,  1 1 miry  Molender. 

“Beaver. — John  llighley,  JohnShipton. 

“ Washington. — John  Moyer,  Henry  Jlilbish. 

“On  motion  of  James  Madden,  Esq.,  a committee 
of  nine  delegates  were  appointed  hy  the  chair  to 
draft  a preamble  and  resolutions,  expressive  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  delegation. 

“ Whereupon,  the  chair  appointed  George  Kremer, 
John  S.  Ingram,  Peter  Richter,  Henry  Hilbish, 
George  Schnable,  James  Madden,  Jacob  Sypher, 
Philip  Ruhl  and  John  Rcber,  Jr. 

“ The  committee  retired  a short  time  and  reported 
the  following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

“ Preamble  and  Resolutions. 

“ Fkllow-Gitizkns  : Your  committee  view  with 
deep  interest  the  law  of  our  last  Legislature,  creating 
a system  of  education  by  common  schools.  They  con- 
sider it  as  all'ccling  the  interests  and  encroaching 
upon  the  rights  of  the  honest  and  industrious  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth.  They  view  the  system,  as  un- 
warranted by  the  Constitution,  and  at  war  with  the 
interests  of  every  useful  member  of  the  community  ; 
as  a system  o l’  education  was  only  asked,  and  not  one 
of  unjust  and  unequal  taxation.  For  these  reasons, 
and  others,  we  oppose  the  bill,  urging  on  r const  it  utional 
objections,  and  will  merely  here  state  its  local  Gleets 
upon  the  county  of  Union. 

“The  £70,001)  a ppro printed  for  common  school  pu r- 
poses,  of  which  1 1 nion  t foil  illy  will  he  entitled  to  aboil  l 
£1  100,  is  a fund  arising  from  the  unpatcnlcd  lands  in 
this  Common wea 1 1.1 1.  Owing  to  I lie  scarcity  of  money, 
the  law  has,  from  year  to  year,  been  extended  ; hut  as 
this  amount  is  now  appropriated,  and  will  be  drawn 


out  of  the  treasury,  consequently,  all  those  who.se 
lands  are  unpatented  will  now  he  compelled  to  pay, 
as  the  finances  of  the  Common  wealth  will  not  warrant 
a longer  credit.  All  men  know  its  enormous  debt  and 
embarrassed  condition. 

“Ily  the  law  in  question,  Union  County  must  raise 
£2200,  double  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  to  en- 
title them  to  the  p roller  made  by  the  Legislature.  To 
this  add  our  already  exorbitant  State  tax  of  about 
£4001),  and  we  have  upwards  of  £15000  to  pay  by  tax- 
ation, for  merely  receiving  the  bill. 

“Agreeable  to  the  law,  the  six  directors  are  to 
divide  each  township  into  as  many  school  districts, 
and  build  as  many  school  houses  as  they  may  think 
proper;  and  this  additional  debt  you  will  be  bound  to 
pay  by  taxation,  which  will  amount  to  at  least  £S0) 
for  every  township  in  the  county,  making  a sum  total 
of £17,000,  adding  the  other  taxes  imposed  by  this 
hill. 

“ To  this  may  be  added  the  teachers.  Suppose  each 
township  have  six  teachers,  who  cannot  be  engaged 
at  a less  expense  than  £2n0  per  annum,  each,  making 
a gross  amount  of  £1 bOO  per  annum  for  each  town- 
ship, the  whole  cost  lor  this  purpose  in  the  county 
would  be  £22, but).  Deduct  from  this  the  £1100  prof- 
fered by  the  Legislature,  and  the  people  have  £21,41)0 
to  pay  for  teachers,  £17,000  for  buildings,  £2200  for 
accepting  the  proll'er — making  a sum  total  of  £40,600, 
all  to  be  paid  by  the  people  by  various  taxations. 

“ Resolved , That  five  persons  be  appointed  a com- 
mittee to  draw  petitions  to  be  signed  by  the  citizens 
of  this  county,  praying  the  Legislature  to  repeal  the 
school  law  for  Union  County. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  chair  appoint  two  persons  in 
each  township,  who  shall  have  authority  to  appoint  as 
many  more  as  may  be  necessary  in  each  township  to 
solicit  subscribers  to  said  petition. 

“Resolved,  That  the  chair  appoint  a committee  of  five 
persons,  a corresponding  committee  to  correspond  with 
other  committees  in  this  Commonwealth  to  procure  a 
repeal  of  I lie  school  law  in  this  Commonwealth. 

“On  motion,  George  Kremer,  .John  >S.  Ingram  and 
Philip  Ruhl  were  appointed  a committee  to  prepare 
and  publish  a petition  for  a repeal  of  the  law  in  ques- 
tion. 

“ The  chair  then  appointed  Peter  Richter,  JolinS. 
Ingram,  George  Kremer,  George  Schnable  and  John 
Reber,  Jr.,  a committee  of  correspondence  in  accord- 
ance w ilh  a resolution  of  the  committee  of  nine. 

“On  motion  it  was  then  Resolved,  That  the  dele- 
gates of  this  convention  act  as  township  committees 
to  circulate  and  procure  signers  to  (lie  petitions  pray- 
ing fora  repeal  of  I lie  school  law. 

“On  motion  of  John  S.  Ingram,  (lie  secretary  was 
called  upon  to  report  the  voles  at  (lie  different  town- 
ship elections  held  on  Friday,  the  I Dili  instanl,  which 
was  carried  and  the  following  result  exhibited,  viz  : 
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.Meetings  wore  held  all  over  the  .State  pro- 
testing against  the  school  law,  which  was  at 
first  burdensome.  It  was  amended  in  IX.85  and 
iS.'lli,  and  was  accepted  hy  the  people  general ly. 
I’nioii  County,  then  emhraeing  Snyder,  soon 
after  1 accepted  the  law. 

( 'oi’NTY  S t 1 1 ’ it 1 1 1 N tjo x t > r: \ ts.  — When  the 
ollire  of  county  superintendent  was  established, 
in  1851,  it  was  violently  opposed  in  some  parts 
of  the  county.  At  one  of  the  school-houses  in 
the  county  a meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose 
of  explaining  to  the  people  the  object  of  the 
otlice.  No  organization  could  be  effected,  and 
Baniel  S.  Boyer,  who  had  just  been  elected 
county  superintendent,  was  not  permitted  to 
-peak.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  term  he 
was  cordially  received  in  that  locality,  and  held 
many  educational  meetings,  and  public  senti- 
ment became  changed  in  favor  of  the  office. 

The  office  has  been  successively  held  by  the 
following  persons:  J.  S.  Whitman,  of  Frec- 
Imrg,  from  duly  5,  1X51,  to  August  I,  1X55, 
when  David  J Ieckerdorn,  of  Adamshurg,  was 
appointed  August  10,  1X55,  and  held  the  office 
to  dime  5,  1X57  ; Daniel  S.  Dover,  from  dune 
1x57,  to  dune,  lXt.O;  Samuel  Alleman,  of 
Miildleburg,  from  dune,  lXtitl,  to  dune,  IXtiX; 
William  Moyer,  of  Frcohnrg,  from  dune,  lX(i.‘», 
to  dune,  1X72;  W illiam  Noetling,  of  Selin’s 
Drove,  from  1X72  to  1X77,  w hen  he  resigned, 
and  Win.  I ’.  Seharf  was  appointed  to  lill  the. 
unexpired  term,  and  was  elected  in  dune,  1 X 7 X , 


and  served  to  IXX1  ; Win.  Moyer,  18X1  to 
1881;  and  William  If.  Dill,  of  Freeburg, 
elected  I XX  I . Mr.  Whitman  received  8,‘>00 ; 
Mr.  Boyer,  8500;  Mr.  Alleman,  8 100 ; Mr. 
Moyer,  81(H),  and  8500  for  six  years;  Mr. 
Noetling,  8500  ; Mr.  Seharf,  81000,  which  has 
been  the  salary  fixed  by  law. 

Mr.  I Ieckerdorn  moved  to  I biion  ('ounlv, 
where  lie  was  elected  superintendent  in  1X57. 
lie  died  soon  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
service. 

W in.  If.  Dill,  the  present  county  superin- 
tendent, was  born  in  Warwick,  X.  Y.,  August 
2b,  18-12.  zW  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered 
Rutgers  College,  N.  J.,  where  he  graduated. 
He  volunteered  as  a private  w hen  the  war  com- 
menced ; was  soon  promoted  to  a captaincy  and 
major.  He  participated  in  many  battles,  the 
last  one,  Gettysburg,  in  our  State.  Prof.  D.  S. 
Boyer  secured  him  as  a teacher  in  the  Freeburg 
Academy,  and  lie  arrived  in  Kreeburg  on  the 
evening  of  February  22,  I X < J 7 , an  entire  stran- 
ger, and  delivered  an  eloquent  address  the  same 
evening.  lie  was  selected  county  superintend- 
ent in  the  spring  of  1X84,  and  is  now  in  ollice. 

William  Xoetling  was  born  in  I nioii  County  ; 
graduated  at  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg, 
was  one  of  the  instructors  at  the  Missionary  In- 
stitute, at  Selin’s  Grove,  and  principal  of  the 
Female  College  at  Selin’s  Grove,  when  elected 
county  superintendent.  He  resigned  the  office 
of  county  superintendent  to  fill  one  of  the  chairs 
in  the  Bloomsburg  State  Xormal  School,  which 
position  he  still  holds.  He  takes  great  interest 
in  Teachers’  Institutes  and  is  a popular  instruc- 
tor. 

Snvdkii  Cot- nt  v Tkach  mis’  Institute. — 
The  first  session  of  the  Snyder  ( Aunty  Teachers’ 

I nstitute  was  held  at  Selin’s  < Irove  I )eecmber  27, 
1X57.  Daniel  S.  Boyer,  then  county  superin- 
tendent, presided;  d.  M.  Stack',  secretary.  A 
constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted,  and 
male  teachers  were  admitted  by  paying  fifty 
cents  admission  ; females  free.  The  session 
continued  four  days,  and  Prof.  -I.  F.  Stoddard 
was  the  principal  instructor.  The  session  of 
I X5J)  was  held  at  Frccburg  ; of  I X(>(),  at  Adams- 
burg.  'flic  session  of  lXtil  was  held  at  Middle- 
burg.  Four  annual  sessions  were  held  at  Free- 
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l»u ami  :ilso  Con r at  Selin’s  (drove.  For  a 
number  of  years  the  sessions  have  Leon  held  in 
the  court  house  at  Middleburg. 

I h < ‘ twenty-eighth  session  was  held  at  Mid- 
dleburg, December  7 to  II,  1885.  One  him 
dred  and  eleven  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
teachers  responded.  Regular  annual  sessions 
were  held  from  1857  to  1XX5.  In  former 
years  it  was  customary  for  teachers  to  select  the 
place  of  meeting,  but  the  time  and  place  of  the 


j uncle,  (general  Philip  Hover,  was  sheriff  of 
Montgomery  County,  and  was  the  father  of 
lion.  H.  M.  Boyer,  president  judge  of  the  Mont- 
gomery County  Courts,  and  for  t wo  term-  a 
member  of  Congress.  Prolessor  Daniel  S.  Hover 
was  only  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died, 
but  he  was  left  under  the  influence  and  guid- 
ance ol  a ( thrislian  mother.  I le  was  a pupil  in 
the  subscription  schools  at  Freeburg,  taught  by 
Purge,  Purr,  Montclius,  Naille  and  others,  and 


recent  meetings  were  selected  by  the  county 
superintendent. 

])a.nii:i.  S.  Pov  1:1:  was  born  at  Freeburg, 
July  ft,  1X27,  the  youngest  of  a family  of"  three 
sisters  and  three  brothers.  John  Hover,  his 
father,  was  born  in  .Montgomery  Countv;  was 
married  to  Flizaboth,  daughter  of  Mathias 
Shot/,  and  died  in  Freeburg',  January  22,  1887. 
I I is  grand  fat  her,  Philip  Hover,  also  came  from 
Montgomery  County  and  died  at  Freeburg 
December  2 1,  I S.">2,  aged  cigldy-six  years.  1 1 is 


also  attended  the  Classical  Institute  at  Perrys- 
Iturg,  under  the  instructions  of  A.  B.  Sprout;  be 
commenced  teaching. school  in  his  native  town  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  and  continued  ten  suece.-dvr 
terms.  In  1857  he  was  elected  county  super- 
intendent of  public  schools  and  served  one  term, 
during  which  term  he  conducted  mans'  local 
institutes  in  his  county  and  delivered  many  ed- 
ucational addresses.  I fe  next  became  assistant 
teacher  in  the  Freeburg  Academy.  During 
1800  and  18(51,  and  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
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Millet,  was  elected  principal,  which  posit  ion  lie  I 
filled  for  ten  yeai s,  i luring  wliieli  lime  the  .school 
attained  i 1 s greatest  reputation,  lie  has  heen 
('resident  and  secretary  of  the  Freeburg  Acad- 
emy for  twenty-one  years,  and  owns  a large  por- 
tion of  the  stock  of  the  institution.  1 le  is  now 
•erviiig  his  tilth  term  ns  a justice  of  the  peace  — a 
period  of  twenty-four  years.  Mr.  Moyer  was 
live  years  secretary  of  the  “ Snyder  County  Ag- 
ricultural Society  ” and  eight  years  president,  of 
the  “Union  Agricultural  Association,”  is  a 
stockholder  of  the  Agricultural  Society  at  Gratz, 
Dauphin  County,  and  delivered  the  annual  ad- 
dresses at  that  fair  for  live  successive  years. 
These  speeches  contained  valuable  information 
on  the  subject  of  agriculture.  He  is  fond  of 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  knows  how  to  work 
with  his  own  hands  in  the  various  departments 
of  farming. 

When  II  on.  Isaac  Slenker  was  auditor- 
pMieral  of  Pennsylvania  Mr.  Moyer  served  at 
the  military  claims  desk,  tit  Harrisburg,  as 
clerk.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  Democratic 
State  Convention  at  Pittsburgh  in  187-1,  and  cast 
bis  vote  for  Judge  AVdodward.  In  1875  he 
was  appointed  bank  assessor  for  Snyder  and 
Centre  Counties  by  Auditor-General  Temple. 
Uc  has  been  a deacon,  elder  and  secretary  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Frccburg  for  a number  of 
years,  and  is  well  versed  in  the  history  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  general  church  literature. 
He  has  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  thirty-two  successive  years,  and  takes 
au  interest  in  the  Sunday-school  cause.  I To  has 
written  many  articles,  on  various  subjects,  for 
the  press,  and  for  some  time  furnished  local 
items  for  four  newspapers  in  Snvder  County, 
has  written  a series  of  articles  on  the  life  of  ex- 
(iovernor  Snyder,  and,  in  May,  1885,  prepared 
the  historical  address  at  the  unveiling  of  the 
monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
( iovernor  Snyder. 

1 1 is  oldest  sister,  Mary  Ann,  is  the  wife 
of  F.  C.  Moyer,  living  in  Frcelmrg.  Polly, 
living  in  Merrysburg,  Dauphin  County,  is  the 
wife  of  II.  C.  Beshlcr,  M.D.,  a prominent  phy- 
sician of  that  place.  Sarah,  living  at  Merrysburg, 
the  widow  Of  Simon  P.  Lark,  whose  son,  II.  L. 
Lark,  Ks<p,  was  a member  of  the  Dauphin 


County  bar,  but  now  a citizen  of  Peabody,  Kas., 
where  lie  is  engaged  in  the  banking  and  real 
estate  business,  and  is  intermarried  with  Loy- 
etta,  a (laughter  of  Colonel  John  P.  d rossier, 
j founder  of  the  Orphans’  Home  at  Loysvillc,  Pa., 

1 1 is  oldest  brother,  Henry  J.  Moyer,  now  lives 
in  Chicago,  and  is  the  father  of  Allen  Moyer, 
one  of  the  most,  noted  short-hand  writers  ot  the 
West.  William  S.  Moyer,  Esq.,  a brother, 
lives  in  Gratz,  where  he  is  at  present  engaged 
in  agriculture  and  served  also  one  full  term  as 
a justice  of  the  peace.  In  1852  Professor 
Moyer  married  Miss  Lcali  J.  Snyder,  of  Merrys- 
burg. They  had  five  children,  all  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Having  no  children  to  care 
for,  yet  Mr.  and  Airs.  Moyer  take  great  pleasure 
in  making  happy  the  children  who  are  frequent 
visitors  to  their  home.  They  are  given  to  hos- 
pitality, and  many  relatives  and  acquaintances 
arc  entertained  beneath  their  hospitable  roof. 
TI  e is  a close  student,  and  devotes  his  time  to 
reading,  writing  and  giving  information  to  bis 
fellow-men,  who  frequently  call  on  him  for  ad- 
vice and  counsel.  lie  contributes  liberally  to 
educational  and  church  purposes,  and  firmly 
believes  that  “ it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive.” 


CHAPTER  AU 

THE  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY  AND  THE 
GRANGES. 

Snyder  County  Agricultural  Society. 
— This  society  was  incorporated  by  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Snyder  County  at  May  term, 
IHliO.  There  were  three  hundred  and  thirty 
names  appended  to  the  original  constitution. 
The  following  signed  the  petition  to  court  for 
articles  of  incorporation : Daniel  S.  Boyer, 
George  Ililbish,  Solomon  Malick,  T.  Bower, 
Joseph  Young,  John  Straub,  John  L.  Rcninger, 
Thco.  Swincford,  John  Ililbish,  Henry  Schoch, 
I).  J.  Bogar,  Michael  Diehl,  J.  W.  Rcninger, 
J.  P.  Cronimillcr,  K.  W.  Smith,  T.  J.  Smith, 
J.  Y.  Shiiulcl,  H.  A.  Smith,!.  P.  Bogar,  I. 
Walter,  J.  Bolender,  L.  S.  llerrold,  J.  C.  AYal- 
tor,  J.  P.  Smith,  J.  S.  Massinger,  A Y.  L.  Mas- 
singer, S.  Alleman,  J.  A.  Schoch,  J.  S.  Hacken- 
lterg  and  A.  J.  Peters.  May  23,  18G0,  Thomas 
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Bower  was  elected  president;  J.  S.  I lackenberg, 
secretary,  Jl.  W.  Smith,  treasurer. 

At  a meeting  held  in  the  court-house  at  Mid- 
( 1 Id m 1 r_ii',  dime  2 1 , 1NG2,  proposals  were  re- 
ceived from  Kratzerville,  .Frccbiirg  and  Selin’s 
drove,  each  ollering  twenty-live  dollars,  and 
M idi  Ileburg  o ll’e red  I hi rl  V del  lars.  M idd  lei  mrg 
ollering  the  highest’ hid,  it  was  agreed  to  hold 
the  first  fair  in  that  place  1st,  Lid  and  .‘Id  of 
October.  In  consequence  of  the  breaking'  out 
of  the  War  of  the  llcbellion  and  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  country,  no  fair  was  held. 
This  society  lav  in  a dormant  state  for  a period  of 
nine  years,  until  March  1,  INTO,  when  a meeting 
was  held  in  the  court-house  at  Middleburg  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  officers,  which  resulted 
in  the  election  of  Thomas  Bower,  president  ; 
Daniel  S.  Boyer,  secretary;  T.  -T.  Smith, 
corresponding  secretary;  Allen  School),  treas- 
urer; C.  \j.  Fisher,  librarian;  J.  P.  Croni- 
miller,  geologist ; T.  B.  lvantz,  chemist.  .At  a 
sub.'Cipient  meeting  it  was  decided  to  hold  the 
first  fair  at  Freeburg  October  3,  4 and  3,  INTO. 
The  first  and  second  the  weather  was  favorable; 
the  last  day  rainy.  The  receipts  of  the  fair 
were  -8G31.72.  S.  C.  Wilt,  of  Hartleton,  de- 
livered an  agricultural  address  in  Boyer’s  Hall 
dm  •in  g the  lair. 

The  next  annual  fair  was  held  at  Selin’s  Grove 
October  2,  3 and  4,  1871.  The  citizens  of  Se- 
lin’s Grove  obligated  themselves  to  pay  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  into  the  funds  of  the 
society.  'The  receipts  at  this  fair  were  $170.33. 
A.  lx.  McClure,  of  Philadelphia,  delivered  an 
agricultural  address.  The  next  annual  fair  was 
held  at  Middleburg  October  1,  2 and  3,  1872. 
The  citizens  of  Middleburg  had  obligated  them- 
selves to  pay  three  hundred  and  live  dollars,  fur- 
nish the  ground  and  grade  the  course.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  this  lair  were  $7G0.70.  The  officers 
elected  in  1870  were  re-elected  for  four  succes- 
sive years.  'This  society  then  purchased  five 
acres  forty-seven  perches  of  land  from  Albright 
Swineford  for  one  thousand  and  forty-two  dol- 
lars, and  live  acres  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
perches  from  Samuel  llowen,  for  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  dollars,  in  the  borough  of  Mid- 
dleburg. 

•The  fourth  annual  fair  was  held  at  Middle- 


burg September  30,  October  1 and  2,  1873,  on 
the  grounds  purchased,  where  permanent  build- 
ings had  been  erected.  At  the  election  held 
January  3,  I NT  I,  Jacob  Gross  was  elected  pres- 
ident ; T.  J.  Smith,  secretary  ; V . W.  Wiltcii- 
meyer,  corresponding  secretary;  JohnS.  I [ as- 
singer,  treasurer;  Dr.  A.  M.  Smith,  chemist; 
Dr.  J.  Y.  Shindcl,  librarian.  At  the  election 
held  January  I,  1883,  W illiam  II.  Beaver  was 
elected  president.  M.  B.  JIassinger  and  the 
other  officers  who  served  the  year  previous  were 
re-elected.  After  the  lands  were  purchased  a 
considerable  debt  remained  on  the  premises.  In 
consequence  of  bad  weather  at  the  fairs  held 
in  1874  and  1873,  not  a sufficient  amount  was 
realized  to  pay  the  current  expenses.  The 
grounds  of  the  society  were  sold  to  pay  the 
remaining  debt.  Daniel  Bolender,  Esq.,  became 
the  purchaser,  and  he  held  several  successful  fairs, 
but  finally  abandoned  it,  and  the  ground  is  now 
used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Patrons  ok  Husbandry.1 — 'flic  history  of 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  of  Snyder  Bounty  is 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
order  throughout  the  country  that  it  would  he 
impossible  to  give  an  intelligent  history  of  the 
order,  locally,  without  including  a general  re- 
view of  the  order.  The  order  of  Patrons  of 
Husbandry  was  first  established  in  the  year 
18G7,  at  W ashington,  D.  C.  Its  object  was  to 
unite  the  farming  community  in  one  common 
brotherhood;  to  educate  and  improve  the  agri- 
cultural population  by  association,  co-operation 
and  a mutual  discussion  of  subjects  tending  to 
improve  and  elevate  the  life  of  the  farmer;  and 
this  organization  adopted  for  it.-  name  the  word 
grange,  which  means  a farm  with  buildings. 

The  first  few  years  the  order  did  not  make 
much  headway.  But  owing  to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, making  national  currency  redeemable 
at  par,  the  price  of  grain  was  brought  to  a 
gold  basis  while  the  laborer,  mechanic,  merchant 
and  manufacturer  still  held  their  labor  and 
goods  at  prices  previously  obtained  in  depre- 
ciated currency.  flic  result  was  that  co-opera- 
tion in  buying  and  selling,  which  was  a second- 
ary object  of  the  Grange,  became  its  principal 
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object.  The  order  from  this  time  on  spread 
wry  rapidly.  The  State  of  Missouri,  alone  or- 
ganized ov’er  two  thousand  Granges.  Co-op- 
• nitive  stores  were  started,  tire  and  life  insurance 
oiinpunies  were  organized  in  the  interest  of  the 
I imago.  The  Patrons  of  California  shipped 
ilirir  own  grain  to  Europe;  the  Patrons  of  Iowa 
united  in  compelling  railroads  to  lower  their 
freight  rates;  the  rights  of  barbed  fence-wire 
monopoly  were  contested  in  the  courts ; the 
Fruit  Exchange  in  the  State  of  Delaware  was 
Migge.-ted  by  the  Grange. 

Pennsylvania  has,  up  to  this  date,  organized 
nearly  eight  hundred  Granges.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  with  wholesale  houses  in  Phila- 
delphia and  Pittsburgh  by  which  Patrons  of  this 
State  can  buy  goods  of  every  variety  at  wholesale 
rates,  also  in  disposing  of  produce. 

Quite  a number  of  Patrons  have  been  elected 
to  the  Legislature  and  other  important  ollices. 
The  State  Grange  is  at  present  endeavoring  to 
have  laws  enacted  to  equalize  taxation  of  prop- 
erty and  prevent  railroad  discrimination  in 
freight  rates. 

Snyder  County  joined  the  Grange  movement 
in  1874. 

Monroe  Grange,  Xo.  191,  in  Monroe  town- 
ship, was  organized  by  R.  IE  Thomas  (\Y. 
Secretary  of  the  State  Grange)  April  4,  1874, 
with  twenty-two  charter  members;  sixteen  men 
ami  six  women.  Robert  Le, slier  was  elected 
Worthy  Master,  John  A pp,  Worthy  Secretary. 

Ruth  Grange,  Xo.  ,‘>23,  in  Chapman  town- 
ship, was  organized  August  15,  1874,  by  Rob- 
ert Lcslier,  W.  Deputy  lor  Snyder  County,  with 
twenty-live  charter  members — seventeen  men 
and  eight  women.  David  Rcber,  W.  ME.;  John 
C.  Kreitzer,  W.  Sec. 

Adam  Grange,  Xo.  481,  in  Perry  township, 
was  organized  February  19,  1875,  by  W.  I >. 
Robert  Leshcr,  with  twenty-seven  charter  mem- 
ber,•> — seventeen  men  and  ten  women.  John  R, 
Fisher,  W.  J\I.;  Levi  Kepler,  W.  See. 

Union  Grange,  No.  544,  in  Union  township, 
was  organized  April  23,  1875,  by  \V.  D.  Rob- 
ert Leshcr,  with  thirty  charter  members — seven- 
teen men  and  thirteen  women.  Isaac  S.  Long- 
acre,  \\  . M.;  Elias  S.  Stahl,  \\  . See. 

Penn  Grange,  Xo.  5(i9,  in  Penn  township,  was 


organized  June  18,  1875,  by  W.  D.  Robert 
Leshcr,  with  thirteen  charter  members — nine 
men  and  four  women.  W.  M.,  Win.  J.  Wag- 
enscller;  W.  Sec.;  Christian  E.  Kant/.. 

West  Reaver  Grange,  Xo.  720,  in  West  Rea- 
ver township,  was  organized  Xovember  1 4,  1 87 0, 
by  W.  D.  Robert  Leshcr,  with  seventeen  char- 
ter members — nine  men  and  eight  women.  Ja- 
cob-I.  Mattern,  W . M. ; A.  A.  Romig,  W.  Sec. 

Reaver  Grange,  Xo.  740,  in  Reaver  town- 
ship, was  organized  July  24,  1877,  by  W.  D. 
Isaac  S.  Longaere,  with  twenty-four  charter 
members — fourteen  men  and  ten  women.  John 
Hetrick,  W.  M.  ; Reuben  Grccnhoe,  W.  Sec. 

Centre  Grange,  No.  753,  in  Centre  township, 
was  organized  December  9,  1878,  by  W.  D. 
Isaac  S.  Longaere,  with  thirteen  charter  mem- 
bers— nine  men  and  four  women.  Nathaniel 
Walter,  W.  M.  ; J.  C.  Rowersox,  W.  Sec. 

The  total  number  initiated  to  the  order  in  the 
county  to  date  is  five  hundred,  being  three  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  men  and  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  women.  Of  these,  Monroe  Grange 
initiated  sixty-six  members  (men,  forty-five; 
women,  twenty-one);  Ruth  ( 1 range,  eighty -seven 
(men,  fifty-nine  ; women,  twenty-eight).  Un- 
ion Grange,  seventy-five  (men,  forty-five; 
women,  thirty);  Penn  Grange,  one  hundred 
and  five  (men,  sixty  ; women,  forty-five)  ; West 
Reaver  Grange,  sixty -two  (men,  thirty-eight; 
women,  twenty-four);  Reaver  Grange,  fifty- 
two  (men,  thirty-six  ; women,  sixteen);  Centre 
Grange,  nineteen  (men,  twelve  ; women,  seven) ; 
Adam  Grange,  thirty-four  (men,  twenty-three  ; 
women,  eleven).  Union  Grange  and  West 
Reaver  Grange  built  and  own  their  own  halls, 
lluth  Grange  and  Penn  Grange  have  co-opera- 
tive stores. 

The  Snyder  County  Pomona  Grange,  No.  35, 
was  organized  at  Middlcburg  February  23, 
1881,  by  W . State  Deputy  J.  A.  Herr,  of  Clin- 
ton County,  Pa.  The  following  were  elected 
ollieers : W.  M.,  Isaac  S.  Longaere;  \V.  ()., 
Wiii.J.  Wagenseller ; W.  Lecturer,  Robert  Lesh- 
er;  W.  Chaplain,  1 1.  P.  App  ; \V.  Steward,  A.  A. 
Romig;  W.  Assistant  Steward,  D.  J.  Massin- 
ger ; W.  Secretary,  Miss  V.  Mil  man  ; \Y. 
Treasurer,  John  Hetrick  ; \V.  Gate-Keeper,  J. 
II.  Hendricks;  \V.  Ceres,  Mrs.  Elmira  App  ; 
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\V.  Pomona,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Wagensellcr  ; W. 
Flora,  Mrs.  Mary  Longaoro  ; W.  L.  A.S.,  Mrs. 
Anna  kongaere. 

The  Pomona  Grange  lias,  since  its  organiza- 
tion, initiated  sixty-nine  members — forty -six 
men  and  twenty-three  women. 

The  Grange  is  nndonbtedlv  the  best  insti- 
tution ever  organized  lor  the  benefit  of  the 
farming  community,  but  its  success  depends  en- 
tirely on  the  fidelity  and  perseverance  of  its 
members. 

The  cares  and  household  duties  of  farm-life 
are  apt  to  engross  too  much  of  the  time  that 
should  be  devoted  to  social  improvement,  and 
instead  of  making  farm-life  a joy  and  delight, 
the  farmer  places  himself  in  Egyptian  bondage 
to  those  whose  whole  study  is,  how  to  profit  by 
the  labor  of  their  farmer  brethren. 

Population  of  Snydf.k  County. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

SELIN’S  (I HOVE. 

Along  the  western  bank  of  the  Susquehanna, 
surrounded  by  fertile  fields  and  woodland  dells, 
in  the  midst  of  picturesque  landscapes,  fifty 
miles  north  of  the  capital  of  the  State,  stands 
the  borough  of  Selin’s  drove,  with  its  fifteen 
hundred  inhabitants. 

As  early  as  1755  an  extensive  settlement  was 
made  by  the  Seoteh-Irish  from  Ivittatinny  Val- 
ley, at  Penn’s  Creek, a few  miles  below  Sunbury. 
Since  part  of  this  settlement  was  at  a place  now 
embraced  in  the  upper  part  of  Selin’s  drove,  it 
will  no  doubt  prove  interesting  to  its  citizens. 


Among  these  settlers  we  find  the  names  of  John 
MeCahan,  George  dliwell,  George  Snabblc, 
Abraham  Sourkill,  George  Auehmiidy,  Jacob 
Ee  Roy  (King),  George  Kinn,  1 tenuis  Muekle- 
licnny,  Gotfried  Fryer,  Daniel  Rrough,  George 
Aberhcart,  John  Simmons,  William  Daran, 
Mark  ('urn',  John  Young  and  Edmund  -Ma- 
thews. On  October  to,  17oo,  this  settlement 
was  attacked  by  the  1 ndians,  who  had  become 
unfriendly,  and  all,  including  the  men,  women 
and  children,  excepting  one  man,  were  either 
killed  or  made  prisoners.  ’Their  houses  were 
destroyed  and  their  fields  turned  into  a wilder- 
ness. 'The  following  description  of  the  massa- 
cre will  give  the  reader  some  conception  of  the 
horrors  and  privations  which  our  forefathers 
encountered  in  order  to  prepare  the  way  for  our 
present  comfort  and  prosperity: 

“We,  the  subscribers,  living  near  the  mouth  of 
Penn’s  Creek,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Susquehanna, 
humldy  show  that,  on  or  about  the  Kith  October,  the 
enemy  came  down  upon  said  creek,  killed,  scalped  and 
carried  away  all  the  men,  women  and  children,  amount- 
ing to  twenty-five  in  number,  and  wounded  one  man, 
who,  fortunately,  made  his  escape  and  brought  us  the 
news.  Whereupon  the  subscribers  went  out  and  bur- 
ied the  dead.  Vre  found  thirteen,  who  are  men  and 
elderly  women,  and  one  child,  two  weeks  old;  the  rest 
being  young  women  and  children,  we  suppose  to  be 
carried  away.  The  house  (where  we  suppose  they  fin- 
ished their  murder)  we  found  burned  up,  the  man  of 
it,  named  Jacob  King,  a Swisser,  lying  just  by  it.  He 
lay  on  bis  back,  barbarously  burned,  and  two  toma- 
hawks sticking  in  his  forehead;  one  of  them  newly 
marked  W.  D.  We  have  sent  them  to  your  honor. 
The  terror  of  which  has  drove  away  all  the  inhabit- 
ants except  us.  Wo  are  willing  to  stay  and  defend 
the  land,  but  need  arms,  ammunition  and  assistance. 
Without  them  we  must  lleo  and  leave  t lie  country  to 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy.” 

About  five  days  after  this  massacre  a party 
of  forty-live  men,  under  the  command  of  John 
Harris,  the  founder  of  Harrisburg,  set  out 
from  Harris’ Ferry  for  the  purpose  of  pacifying 
the  .Indians  and  restoring  the  friendly  relations 
which  bad  for  some  time  heretofore  existed. 
After  having  visited  the  scene,  of  the  massacre, 
they  proceeded  to  Shamokin  (Sunbury)  for 
the  purposeof  accomplishing  the  object  of  their 
visit.  Rut  the  Indians  were  distrustful  and 
inclined  lo  murder  and  rapine,  and  seeing  tbi>, 
the  Harris  party  departed  toward  their  homes. 
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lielbre  I ( •; i v ing  I ! i < • \’  were  advised  In  ( : i k t • (la; 
i Mst  side  of  (lie  ri vt;r  on  llieir  reluni  ; but,  mis- 
t ru <( i i in-  (he  advice,  they  crossed  over  and  pro- 
ceeded down  toward  (.lie  mouth  of  iViin’s  ( 'reek, 
where,  after  having  crossed  (lie  creek,  they  were 
attacked  bv  <i  parly  of  Indians  in  anihush.  A 
find  1 1 ensued,  hut  the  natives  out  nil  inhering  the 
whites,  put  the  hitter  to  Might  across  the  river. 
In  this  light  I lands  lost  seven  men,  and  in  cross- 
ing live  were  drowned;  the  Indians  lost  five. 
Harris  made  a remarkable  escape.  living 
mounted  upon  his  horse,  he  was  entreated  by 
one  of  his  party,  a large  and  corpulent  doctor, 
to  he  allowed  to  ride  behind  him.  It  was  for- 
tunate for  Harris  that  he  yielded  to  the  doctor’s 
ivipicst,  as  he  had  proceeded  but  a short  distance 
into  the  river  when  the  doctor  fell,  mortally 
wounded  by  a rifle-ball.  1’rging  on  his  steed, 
lie  continued  his  (light,  when  his  horse  also  was 
taken  from  him  through  the  sure  aim  of  the 
enemy.  Harris  was  thus  compelled  to  swim  to 
the  eastern  shore,  and  in  this  manner  made  his 
escape.  All  this  occurred  in  the  neighborhood 
ofwherelhe  Maine  Saw-Mill  now  stands.  The 
scene  of  this  fight  was  shortly  after  marked  by 
driving  a wedge  into  a linden  sapling,  and  is 
now  included  within  the  limits  of  the  borough 
of  Selin’s  drove.  J>cfore  penning  these  lines 
die  writer  visited  the  spot  in  order  to  ascertain 
it,  alter  a period  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years,  any  traces  of  this  sapling  still  existed. 
There,  almost  at  the  water’s  edge  stood  the  re- 
mains of  what  had  grown  to  be  a mighty  tree. 

I [>oii  measurement,  it  was  found  to  be  eleven 
fret,  three  inches  around  the  trunk.  The  top 
limbs  were  mostly  gone;  the  tree  has  become 
hollow,  with  an  opening  on  the  west  side  of 
three  foot  in  width,  from  the  ground  up.  On 
the  south  side,  about  nine  feet  front  the  ground, 
are  the  plain  evidences  of  where  the  wedge  was 
driven,  since  there  is  an  opening  in  the  v shape, 
from  the  lower  part  of  which,  down  to  the 
ground,  is  adislinct  split,  which  extends  through 
to  the  inside  and  bears  the  indications  of  many 
years’ existence.  About  1X74,  while  digging  near 
this  tree,  there  was  exhumed  a very  fine  sample 
of  an  Indian  pipe.  It  is  about  live  indies  in 
length,  and  is  made  of  a si  i mol  1 1,  dark  -red  stone, 
slid  to  he  found  in  the  Stale  ol  Michigan.  This 

o 
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relic  is  now  in  the  possession  of  II.  I ).  Selin  lire, 
and  is  highly  prized.  Many  ol-  the  citizens  nf 
Selin’s  ( « rove  and  of  the  adjoining  country  have 
numerous  relics,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
red  man.  During  the  great  flood  of  1 Slid  large 
niianlilics  of  arrow-heads,  pieces  of  cart  lien  ware, 
spears,  ole.,  were  washed  from  the  sandv  soil  to 
the  surface.  Though  traces  of  the  Indian  have 
nearly  all  vanished  from  the  surface,  the  ground 
in  this  locality  contains  many  valuable  and  in- 
teresting products  of  his  handiwork  and  inge- 
nuity. 

The  first  settlement  of  the  place  dates  back  to 
a period  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  years, 
since  it  is  recorded  that  in  1754  a man  by  the 
name  of  George  Gabriel  built  a house  where 
Selin’s  Grove  now  stands.  John  Snyder,  a 
brother  of  the  Governor,  laid  out  the  town,  blit 
the  exact  date  when  and  the  name  he  gave  it  is 
not  knowm.  In  1787  he  met  his  death,  by  being 
thrown  from  his  horse.  Anthony  Selin,  a Swiss, 
who  bore  a captain’s  commission  in  the  Ameri- 
can army  during  the  Revolutionary  W ar,  be- 
came the  purchaser  of  1 1 is  property.  Selin  re- 
surveyed  the  town,  laid  it  out  anew  and  named 
it  Selin’s  Grove.  Anthony  Selin  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and 
his  certificate  of  membership,  signed  bv  George 
Washington,  is  in  the  possession  of  James  K. 
Davis,  a grandson  of  the  founder  of  the  town. 

For  some  years  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
principal  part  of  the  town  remained  a dense 
forest.  All  locating  seemed  to  lie  toward  t lie 
Isle  of  Quo.  The  lirst  house  on  the  main  land 
of  which  we  have  any  record  was  Guilt  by  a 
man  named  Kern,  who  was  a clock-maker. 
This  house  stood  on  the  south  side  of  I’ine 
Street,  half-wav  between  Market  and  Water 
Streets,  and  remained  until  about  1870.  During 
the  early  history  of  the  town  all  business  was 
done  along  the  river-bank,  and  it  is  narrated  bv 
some  of  the  older  citizens  that  in  their  day 
there  still  remained  three  business  places  along 
the  river-shore.  This  location  of  business  is  ac- 
counted for  from  the  fact  that  transportation  was 
entirely  done  in  arks  and  keel-boats,  floated 
down  (lie  river  and  pushed  up  with  polos. 
W lien  the  public  roads  were  more  opened,  and 
w hen  transportation  by  canal  began,  the  lmsi- 
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ness  activity  ol'  t lie  place,  and  with  it  the  resi- 
dences c» I the  people,  receded  from  the  river  to 
where  the  principal  part  of  the  town  now  is, 
which  was  on  both  sides  of  the  great  public 
highway  leading  from  Northumberland  to  Har- 
risburg. The  manner  in  which  the  founder  of 
the' town  disposed  of  the  lots  will  no  doubt  be 
interesting  to  the  reader,  'flu’s  was  done  by 
lot.  Two  of  the  originals,  printed  on  old  style 
paper,  now  in  the  possession  of  II.  I).  Schnure, 
a great-grandson  of  the  founder  of  the  place, 
were  handed  the  writer,  and  read  as  follows: 

“ I'l.AX  AM)  CONDITION'S  OF  SB  UN’s  GROVE.  • 

“ The  lots  are  fifty  feet  front  by  one  hundred  and 
sixty  feet  deep,  except  the  lots  from  Nos.  1 to  8,  which 
are  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  deep.  Conditions  for 
purchasers  are  as  follows,  viz:  As  soon  as  eighty  lots 
are  sold,  the  lot  of  each  purchaser  shall  be  determined 
by  drawing,  under  the  inspection  of  chosen,  honest 
men,  who  shall  he  appointed  judges  to  superintend 
I he  drawing,  so  that  each  purchaser  shall  have  the  lot 
coming  out  against  his  name,  a book  of  which  shall  he 
kept,  and  lodged  with  the  judges  for  that  purpose ; that 
the  proprietor  engages,  as  soon  as  the  drawing  is  com- 
pleted, to  convey  to  each  purchaser  a clear  and  indis- 
putable title,  free  from  ground-rent  forever,  to  his  lot 
or  lots,  with  all  the  privileges  set  forth  in  the  plan, 
the  purchaser  to  be  at  the  expense  of  said  title.  Lots 
will  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  religious  societies.  The 
proprietor  reserves  the  lots  Nos.  2,  of),  57,  54  and  41. 
Each  purchaser  shall  receive  a ticket  for  a lot,  and 
have  his  name  enrolled  in  a book,  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose,  on  paying  the  sum  of  five  pounds.” 
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This  ticket  entitles  the  hearer  to  such  lot  j 
j;  as  shall  be  drawn  against  its  number,  free  j 
+ from  ground  rent  forever,  agreeably  to  the  j 
J conditions  of  the  plan  of  said  town.  J 
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The  reserved  lots  were  as  follows:  No.  12, 
South  west  corner  .Market  and  Dine  Streets; 
No.  bo,  Southwest  corner  M arket  and  Chest- 
nut Streets;  No.  f>7,  on  west  side  of  Market 
Street,  third  lot  north  of  Dine,  now  occupied  by 
J.  Jtohrbacli  and  K.  Dent/.;  No.  bl,  North- 
west corner  Market  and  Chestnut  Streets;  No. 
II,  Northeast  corner  Dine  and  Whiter  Streets. 


Dion  kkk  Sn'rrr.Kiis. — A mong  the  first  settlers 

where  now  .stands  Selin’s  drove,  was  Conrad 

I _ ' 

j Wciser,  a grandson  of  the  Indian  agent  ami 
interpreter.  lie  was  possessed  of  vast  tracts  of 
hind  in  this  immediate  vicinity,  w hich  doubtless 
descended  to  him  from  his  grandfather.  The 
following  narrative  may  give  some  idea  how 
ingeniously  the  Indian  agent,  became  possessed 
of  his  land  : On  one  occasion  an  Indian  chief 

came  to  Wciser  stating  “me  have  a dream,” 
whereupon  Wciser  asked  him  what  it  was.  The 
chief  replied:  “Me  dream  you  give  me  good 
rifle,  shot-pouch  and  powder-horn.”  This  made 
Weiser  study  ; but  being  equal  to  the  emergence, 

J said:  “ You  shall  not  dream  in  vain,”  and  ac- 
cordingly presented  the  chief  with  a fine  rifle 
I and  the  accoutrements  desired.  Shortly  after 
this  they  met.  again,  when  Wciser  informed  the 
chief  that  lie  also  had  had  a dream,  w hereupon 
the  chief  inquired;  “What  you  dream?” 
W ciser  (lien  told  him  his  dream  : to  the  effect 
that  he  dreamed  the  chief  had  given  him  till 
that  land  beginning  at  this  point, and  extending 
to  that  point,  and  so  on,  until  quite  an  area  was 
embraced.  The  Indian  was  somewhat  cha- 
grined, and  after  deep  meditation  replied  : 
“ You  shall  have  it.  Me  dream  no  more.” 
Conrad  Weiser  made  an  addition  to  the  low- 
er part  of  the  town,  which  to  this  day  is  sotne- 
j times  called  W eiserburg,  its  northern  boundary 
i passing  through  the  town  hall  at  an  angle  about 
north  sixty  degrees  east. 

Captain  Benjamin  Weiser,  of  the  Devolu- 
tionary War  ; John  Snyder,  a brother  of  the 
Governor;  Anthony  Selin,  who  was  married 
to  ;i  sister  of  John  and  Simon  Snyder  (opened 
the  first  hotel  in  Selin’s  Grove  1784);  Simon 
Snyder,  who  moved  herein  17S4,  and  purchased 
a store  and  mill;  Jacob  Kendig,  wlm  married 
.John  Snyder’s  widow,  w ere  among  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  Selin’s  Grove  in  its  early  history. 
1 )i  scendants  of  I he  Snyders  are  numerous, 
though  but  few  remain  in  Selin’s  Grove,  viz., 
Mnrv  lv.  Snyder  and  Mrs.  ( tie, a V.  Musslc- 
iiiiin,  daughters  of  John  Snyder,  w ho  was  a sun 
ol  the  Governor.  ()!  llie  founder  of  the  town 
there  are  also  descendants  living.  Anthonv 
Selin  left  a son,  Anthony  Ghnrles,  and  a 
dtumhtcr,  Amies.  Amies  was  married  to 
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.lames  K.  Davis,  Sr.;  hence  Anthony  Selin  was 
the  grandfather  of  James  K.  Davis,  now  living 
in  Selin’s  G rove;  of  M rs.  Spy  her,  of  I jC\s  ishnrgh; 
ami  of  Mrs.  Mary  O.  Dyer  and  Mrs.  Cordelia 
Sell nu re,  lute  of  this  borourgh. 

1 .mi A iuta nts  in  1 Sl)2. — For  the  names  of 
(he  earlv  inhabitants  of  this  town  in  1X02  the 
writer  is  indebted  to  I ami’s  “ Annals  of  I In  ll'alo 
Valley.” 

Isaac  Clymcr,  Charles  Drum,  Join)  Dusiiig,  George 
Kt/aveiler,  J’eter  Fisher,  .Joseph  Four  (weaver),  Nich- 
olas (dangler,  (tharles  Gemborling,  Frederick  Gettig, 
Adam  Good,  Charles  J logins  (tavern),  Widow 
Hughes,  Christian  Komerer,  Isaac  Krider,  Valentine 
I.audenslager  (tavern),  Widow  Mover,  Henry  Mem- 
horter  (tavern),  Jacob  Mycr,  Michael  Ncwinaur, 
Henry  ObcrdoiT,  Thomas  Price,  Francis  Jthoads, 
Henry  llhoads,  Daniel  Rhoads,  Nicholas  Heim,  Alex- 
ander Robins  (tailor),  George  Roop,  James  Silvcr- 
wnotl,  Simon  Snyder,  Frederick  Tryon,  George  IJ1- 
riek. 

Inhabitants  previous  to  this  period  are  in- 
cluded in  the  lists  of  I’enn  township. 

Businkss  I N'r i ’.rests  in  1X20. — The  follow- 
ing' is  a list  of  some  of  the  citizens,  together 
with  their  occupations,  during  the  year  1X20. 

Jacob  Albert,  wagon-maker ; Thomas  Armstrong, 
tavern;  Peter  Arnold,  tailor;  Peter  Bergstresser, 
carpenter;*  Daniel  Becker,  inn-keeper;  Math- 
ias Brewer,  shoemaker;  John  Bassler,  es- 
quire; George  Bergstresser,  saddler;  John  Bas- 
kins, doctor;  John  Baker,  carpenter;  Fred.  Berg- 
stresser,  farmer;  Isaac  ( dimer,  laborer;  Jacob  Glauscr, 
distiller;  Wm.  Gonltcr,  chair-maker ; Henry  Dcr- 
riag,  millwright;  John  Deitrich,  shoemaker;  James 
K.  Davis,  inn-keeper;  Stephen  Duncan;  Solomon 
Fisher,  laborer;  James  Fit/.simons,  distiller;  David 
Fit/.simons,  distiller;  Joseph  Feehrer,  esipiire;  Henry 
Fried,  inn-keeper;  Philip  Geinbcrling,  Jr.,  farmer; 
Jacob  Gemberling,  Sr.;  John  Grobb,  carpenter;  Sam’l 
liny,  boatman;  .John  Huggins,  inn-keeper;  Jacob 
! Ietlrick,  carpenter ; John  Houseman,  mason;  Sam’l 
Haslet,  chair-maker;  Henry  Haas,  weaver;  Peter 
llosterman,  store-keeper;  Valentine  J bias,  farmer; 
Reuben  Hathaway,. fuller  ; John  Houseworth,  carpen- 
ter; Valentine  Hare,  farmer;  Jonathan  Jones,  black- 
smith; Henry  Kcely,  weaver;  Samuel  Keller,  carpen- 
ter; James  Kraus,  comb-maker ; Joseph  Bong,  mer- 
chant; Daniel  Beho,  tailor;  David  Bloyd,  shoemaker; 
Jacob  Bong,  Jr.,  farmer;  John  Miller,  cooper;  Meyer 
Martin,  blacksmith;  James  Merril,  laborer;  Henrv 
Overdord',  mason;  David  Robison,  laborer;  Jacob 
Rhoads,  inn-keeper  ; George  Rupp,  carpenter  ; Peter 
Richter,  merchant;  Jacob  Staull'er,  shoemaker ; John 
Snyder,  blacksmith;  Adam  Stain,  halier;  Bewis 


Stark,  butcher ; Samuel  Sliadle,  hatter  ; Si- 
mon Snyder,  deceased,  grist-mill,  saw-mill, 
fulling-mill,  distillery,  stone  house,  etc.;  .Martin 
Vogel,  tailor;  John  Walborn,  carpenter;  Robert 
Willet,  doctor ; David  Weiscr,  tinker;  Jacob  Yoner, 
tanner;  Samuel  Yerrick,  hatter- 

In  1X27  Selin’s  Grove,  by  tin  act  ofthcLegis- 
lalure,  was  incorporated  into  a borough;  but  so 
.strenuously  was  this  opposed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  I’enn  township  that  the  next  Legislature  in 
1828  repealed  the  act.  It  was  not  until  Sep- 
tember 24,  IX, 5,2,  that  the  court  of  Union  Coun- 
ty, under  the  general  borough  law,  decreed  it  a 
borough.  Upon  being  thus  incorporated, 
George  Schnurc  became  its  first  chief  burgess. 

Business  Inti: rests  in  183H. — Jacob  Al- 
bert, wagon-maker,  south  side  of  Market  street, 
second  lot  east  of  Third,  Isle  of  tine;  George 
Bletcher,  blacksmith,  southeast  corner  Water 
and  Snyder  Streets  ; Deter  Bergstresser,  cabinet- 
maker, Jsle  of  Quo;  W illiam  Byers,  hotel, 
northeast  corner  Market  Square;  William  D. 
Bradley,  hotel,  Market  Square,  next  to  south- 
east corner,  building  destroyed  by  lire  1X72; 
John  Bassler,  justice  of  the  peace  and  tavern, 
southwest  corner  Market  and  Bough  Streets ; 
Charles  Cummings,  general  store,  Market  Square, 
west  side,  second  lot  south  of  Pine;  James 
Crouse,  combs,  Isle  of  Que ; Charles  Doebler, 
tobacconist,  brick  house,  east  side  of  Market 
street,  near  bridge  crossing  to  Monroe  town- 
ship; John  Deitrich,  shoemaker,  west  side  of 
Market  Street,  second  lot  south  of  Bough; 
James  K.  Davis,  Sr.,  hotel,  east  side  of  Market 
Street,  third  lot  north  of  Bough  Street;  John 
Emmett,  Cross-Keys  Hotel,  northwest  corner 
Market  and  Pine  Streets;  Michael  Frank,  tailor, 
southwest  corner  Market  Square;  William 
Cauglor,  tailor,  northwest  corner  Market  and 
Sassafras  Streets;  John  Hall,  general  store, 
northeast  corner  Market  and  Pine  Streets;  Ab- 
raham Haas,  harness  and  saddle-maker,  north- 
west corner  Marl  cet  and  Walnut  Streets;  Henrv 
Keefer,  blacksmith,  east  side  Market  Street, 
fourth  lot  north  of  Walnut;  Richard  Lloyd, 
shoemaker,  on  lot  on  northwest  corner  of  Market 
Square;  Samuel  McCormick,  hatter,  cast  side 
of  Market  Street,  third  lot  south  of  Chestnut 
Street;  Charles  Rhodes,  cooper,  west  side  of 
Market  Street,  second  lot  north  of  Chestnut 


mr 


I V I A< 


1/  ill 


>■  1 1 .ii.  t . r 


'i(l  lii'ntff  }<h  1 1 !'  Id1 

M' 5 tail  (>i  nr!  K .i'liun  .. ■■mu*- 


■ ' ■ - M ,I'H>  .I  It'  •' 

> i ■ I I ; i.»  ! . i.  ti  ; 


1472 


JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Street;  Jacob  IUioads,  tavern,  southwest  corner 
Market  and  I’ine  Streets;  Jacob  lliblctt,  justice 
of  the  peace,  Isle  of  Quo;  C.  M.  Straub,  general 
store,  east  side  .Market  Street,  near  northeast 
corner  Market  and  Hough  Streets ; Sterrctt  A 
Schnure,  general  store,  gi'ain,  etc.,  east  s i < I e 
Market  Street,  second  lot  north  ol  Walnut; 
John  U.  Schwint,  tobacconist,  west  side  Market 
Street,  third  lot  north  of  Chestnut;  John 
Scharf,  watch-maker,  southwest  corner  Market 
and  Chestnut  Streets;  Samuel  Stuck,  black - 


I IKST  Cllt'ltC'll. 

smith,  next  to  John  Scharf;  Jonathan  Ulrich, 
tanner,  northeast  corner  Water  and  Pine  Streets; 
Daniel  Ulrich,  tanner,  nor! h west,  corner  Digit 
and  Sassafras  Streets;  Jacob  Wagenseller,  large 
brick  house,  southwest,  corner  'Third  and  Iligh 
Streets,  Isle  of  < ^uc,  tavern  in  north  end,  store 
in  south  end  of  building;  Joseph  Waller, 
butcher,  southwest  corner  Market  and  Sassafras 
Streets;  Jacob  Woodley,  tavern,  in  log  house  on 
river-bank. 


cm  run iks. 

Tiik  Union  Oilmen  (afterwards  the  lurM 
Lutheran  congregation  ol  Selin’.'  Orove). — The 
first  church  building  in  Selin’s  Drove  was  one 
i erected  bv  the  United  Lutheran  and  (lerniaii 
i Reformed  congregations.  In  I SOI  subscriptions 
were  first  taken  for  the  erection  of  this  building. 
The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  contribu- 
tors toward  paying  for  the  new  church  : 

Matthias  App,  George  Ewig,  Michael  Richer,  Mich- 
1 act  Wartinan,  John  Weisz,  John  .Miller,  Michael 
Werlein,  John  JIartman,  Heinrich  Hmn- 

inell,  Jacob  Bastian,  1’cter  Baslian, 

Bastian,  George  Bastian,  Jacob  Kimlig, 
Jacob  Streininger,  John  Bucher,  George 
Ott,  Jacob  Jarrett,  Adam  Ewig,  Conrad 
Hoehn,  Jacob  Wartman,  Jacob  Sc-http, 
Jacob  \\rcis,  Conrad  Geist,  Val.  Lauden- 
acbleger,  Samuel  Greiner,  George  Jiassler, 
John  Maurer,  Jacob  lvrat/.er,  John  ( leist 
John  lioth,  Jacob  J lununel,  Deter  Bucher, 

Frantz  Both,  Both,  Krat/.er 

Philip  Meyer,  Jacob  Houszwertli,  l’eter 
Fries/.,  George  Moot/,  John  Arbogast 
| Philip  Mertz,  Clnistophel  Meyer,  George 
( i lass, George Bauseli,  Jacob  Joirn, Daniel 
Both,  Fred,  Sliarartz,  John  Gelinger, 
J’hilip  Gemberling,  Peter  Walter,  Mattli. 
Spot/,  P.  Jlosterman,  Frantz  Both,  Benj. 
Weiser,  George  Hupp,  Jacob  Gemberling, 
Jacob  Leehner,  Charles  Drum,  Chris. 
Fisher,  Jacob  Drcstcr,  Jacob  Rausch, 
John  German,  James  JJotf,  Henry  Blum, 
Abraham  Stump,  Adam  Meyer,  Conrad 
Walter,  George  Ulerieli,  George  Ulerich, 
Jr.,  John  Adam,  John  Conrad,  Nicolaus 
Bilim,  Josiali  Klcimcr,  Peter  Eyher,  Jacob 
Adam,  George  Etzweiler,  llenry  McW- 
horter, Robert  Smith,  Fridieli  Trion, 
Adam  Stam,  Alex.  Jxalis,  Jacob  Rhoads, 
Jacob  Beielienbaeh,  Chris.  Walter,  Adam 
( i util,  George  Gutli,  Ludwig  Stal'd,  John 
1 1 all,  Peter  Rhoads,  ( leorge  ( iangler,  John 
Dosing,  Richard  Hudson,  John  Moyer, 
,1  aeob  Sterner,  ( leo.  K remer,  John  Becker, 
John  Harlem,  Philip  Bobb,  J.  Moyer,  D.  Becker,  31. 
Xuman,  Caleb  Way,  Pliilip  Miller,  John  lloelin, 
j Jacob  ( ieniberl ing,  Jacob  Way,  George  Good,  Joseph 
Paw  ling,  ( leorge  Mi  Her,  Abraham  Haas,  Mattli.  Spot/, 
\ Simon  Biekel,  Peter  Sell  waltz,  .Jacob  h riederieb,  .John 
| Fpler,  John  Fisher,  Catharine  Snyder,  Adam  Eislicr, 
Peter  Fpler,  Fred.  Iloelui,  John  Dietrich,  Simon 
Schneider,  Jesse  Beielienbaeh. 

d'liu  total  amount  subscribed  was  §2140.50. 

A statement,  dated  1S<)7,  places  the  total 
amount  subscribed  and  collected  at  corner-stone 
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'.ivinjr  and  dedicat ion  ;i(  twenty-two  linndred 
.md  eight v-f’onr  dollars  and  Iwenly-lwo  rents. 

This  church,  of  which  a rcpresenlat ion  is 
hci'i'  o-iven,  was  hnilt  in  the  years  1802-3,  on 
thr  northwest  corner  of  Market  and  Lough 
Streets,  and  stood  until  188  1.  It  was  oi*i«jji n- 
illv  made  of  pine  log-.-,  which,  alter  a nuinher 
ul  years,  were  weather-hoarded.  Its  size  was 
forty  by  thirty-eight,  and  it  was  built  all  in  one 
st< >ry  of  about  twenty  feet  high.  The  pulpit 
was  on  the  west  side,  about  half-way  between 
ilie  ceiling  and  door,  and  on  a line  with  the 
lower  part  of  the  galleries,  which  extended 
around  the  other  three  sides.  Underneath  these 
galleries  were  seats  with  high,  straight  backs. 
The  entrances  were  on  the  east  and  south  sides. 
The  building  was  erected  under  the  supervision 
•it  John  I lousewcrth,  a member  of  the  lie- 
t’ormed  congregation.  When  this  land-mark 
was  removed,  upon  opening  the  corner-stone 
there  were  found  a few  leaves  of  the  .Smaller 
Catechism  and  two  lead  tablets,  with  inscrip- 
tions in  German  by  one  Joseph  Epler.1 II 

In  1 8bb  a separation  of  the  two  congrega- 
tions took  place,  the  Reformed  congregation 
-elling  out  all  their  interest  in  the  property  for 
one  thousand  dollars.  Under  the  union  their 
charter  name  was  f‘  United  Lutheran  and  Re- 
t’ormed  Congregations  of  Selin’s  Grove.”  In 

1 “In  tin*  Maine  of  I lie  Triune  (tod,  the  members  of  the 
I'.i'formnl  unit  Lutheran  eon giegnt ions  have  (lolermiiieil  In 
Inild  a union  church,  in  Selin's  Grove,  l’cnn  Township, 
Vurthumhorhind  County,  and  laid  the  corner-stone  of  it, 
J one  7,  1802.  1.  This  church  shall  be  built,  supported  and 

rrinain  forever  a union  church.  2.  The  above-named  de- 
r .mi  nut  ions,  viz.  : the  Reformed  and  Lutheran,  shall  have 
- jinil  right*,  nor  shall  any  minister  w ho  is  pastor  here 
it  hindered  in  his  work  on  his  appointed  day.  All  receipts 
• ii!l  be  in  common  and  all  expenditures  shall  he  made  for 
,f  common  good.  The  grave-yard  shall  be  kept  in  good 
.rJer.  A stranger  who  may  happen  to  die  among  the 
embers  of  the  congregation  shall  be  permitted  to  lie 
i tried  in  the  grave-yard.  All  manner  of  strife  in  the 
'•■iigregation  shall  be  settled  by  a majority  of  the  church 
< >imcil  and  twelve  men,  selected  tiy  the  council  (six  of  each 
lenomination).  The  ministers  are  : Key.  George  Geist- 
»eil,  Reformed,  and  Rev.  John  Ilerbst,  Evangelical  Lu- 
a.eran,  Ruilding  Committee : Trancis  Rotli  (Rhoads), 
(ieorge  Ulrich,  Jacob  Gemtierling,  Matthias  App,  Conrad 

II  elm,  Jacob  llummcl.  ‘ l.eliold,  1 will  build  a house  to 
tt«  Lord  my  God,’  2 Chronicles  2:  I.  ‘Christ  Jesus  is 
iff  Inn:  corner-stone.  Riiild  on  Him.  To  God  alone  lie 
. raise.'  ^written  by  Joseph  Hpler).’’ 


1 8(52  1 1 10  LlitllC  mn  enngregat ion  was  incorpo- 
ralcd  by  I lie  Legislature  as  “ \ lie  First  Lu- 
theran Guntf re o';i | i i » 1 1 of  Selin’s  Grove,”  and  on 
llu;  silo  of  tin*  old  building  ;t  much  larger  place 
of  worship  was  built,  of  brick,  with  lower  for 
hell  and  clock'.  Its  style  of  architecture  is 
Gothic:  tlif  windows  contain  beautiful  cathe- 
dral glass,  with  emblems  and  inscriptions.  It 
is  a beautiful  church,  and  its  completion  is  a 
credit  to  the  Rev.  >S.  E.  Ochscuford,  his  congre- 
gation and  the  citizens  who  aided  them  in  this 
worthy  cause.  It  was  dedicated  October  2b, 
188b,  when  the  clergymen  present  were  Revs. 
S.  Laird,  of  Philadelphia,  J.  Wr.  Early,  II.  II. 
Ri  mming,  E.  L.  Reed,  J.  IE  Aciman,  J.  Yutzy, 
and  the  pastor,  S.  E.  Ochscuford.  Thu  building 
committee  were  A.  Marburgcr,  I).  A.  Ulrich, 
Frank  Ulrich,  Isaac  K ocher  and  X.  S.  Fisher; 
architect,  C.  S.  Wetzel,  of  Danville,  Pa.  The 
building  cost  nine  thousand  dollars.  The  ex- 
cellent hell  was  placed  in  the  belfry  on  .Saturday, 
August  1,  1 88b,  and  was  tolled  for  tin:  first 
time  during  the  burial  of  General  U.  S.  Grant, 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  8th.  It  weighs  ten 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  and  cost  two 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars.  The  church  mem- 
bership in  188(5  is  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  pastors  of  this 
congregation  : 

Revs.  Enderlv  ; Joint  Ilerbst,  1802;  Jacob 
Walter,  1819;  J.  I’.  Shindel,  1820-J3;  A. 
Erlenmeyer,  I8l8-b9;  I’eler  Anstadt,  18(50- 
158;  J.  W.  Early,  18(58-70  ; II.  II.  Rrimning, 
1872—74  ; Id.  L.  Heed,  187b— 78;  S.  E.  Oclisen- 
ford,  1879,  present  pastor. 

Tuk  Eei'okmki)  CTu  rcii. — Settlers  of  this 
denoinination  were  in  Selin’s  Grove  as  early  as 
1780,  and  in  that  year  they  commenced  the 
erection  of  a place  of  worship  on  a lot  which 
A ntliony  Selin  had  donated  to  the  members  of 
the  Reformed  Church.  This  lot  is  the  one  now 
occupied  by  the  school  building.  .Jacob  Gem- 
berling,  Francis  Rhoads  and  Conrad  ilalino 
were  the  building  committee.  The  church  was 
completed  as  high  as  the  roof,  when  the  project 
was  abandoned  and  the  lot  reverted  to  the  town 
and  the  building  became  a sehool-lmusi  . 

In  1802  the  Reformed  congregation  united 
with  the  Lutheran  in  the  erection  ol  the  Union 
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( 'htircli.  'I’lius  1 In;  (wo  congregations  remained 
together  until  1855,  when  the  Reformed  people 
sold  their  interest  and  began  tin1  erection  of  a 
church  of  their  own,  the  corner-stone  of  which 
was  laid  August  IS,  1 Sod,  and  the  church  dedi- 
cated December  25,  185(1.  The  building  is  of 
brick,  two  stories  high,  and  was  (he  fourth 
cl  lurch  b'tiill  in  the  town.  The  present  mem- 
bership is  one  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

I he  names  of  the  pastors  of  this  congregation 
were, — 

Revs.  George  Geistweit,  1800;  Jacob  Dietlenbaelier, 

I.  S.  Roily,  Isaac  Ucrhart,  1 81 8 ; Yost  Henry  Fries, 

ISIS;  Daniel  Weiscr,  1824;  benjamin  Boyer,  1834; 
Samuel  Seibert,  18  10;  It.  A.  Fisher,  184b;  Joshua 
Derr,  1850;  '/.  Weiscr,  1Sb4;  I.  F.  Graef,  18b7; 

(J.  /,.  Weiscr,  18bS;  A.  It.  llotlenstein,  1802;  J.  W. 
Lesher,  1800;  J.  S.  Slade,  1800;  W.  11.  Hass,  1871. 

Tub  Evaxoblicai,  In  iiikuax  Cmwcn 
resulted  from  a religious  revival  conducted  in 
1 M b'!  bv  Rev.  J.  P.  Shindel,  who  at  that  time 
was  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  that 
worshipped  in  the  I Inion  ( 'Imreh  building,  d’he 
new  measures  mlopted  by  Rev.  Shindel  brought 
forth  violent  opposition,  and  in  order  to  avoid 
further  commotion,  he  and  his  followers  re- 
solved to  seek  some  other  sanctuary. 

Rev.  Shindel  met  with  considerable  opposi- 
tion in  introducing  now  measures.  The  result 
was  that  tliev  organized  themselves  into  another 
Lutheran  cone' remit  ion,  under  the  name  of 
“The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Selin’s 
Drove.”  The  new  building  was  dedicated  late 
in  1 8 IB.  At  the  first  communion,  February 

II,  1 8 14,  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  persons 
partook  of  the  holy  sacrament.  This  was  the 
second  church  in  the  town,  and  at  the  time  of 
its  construction  was  one  of  the  finest  churches 
outside  the  larger  towns;  it.  has  since  been 
much  improved.  In  188b  it  was  re-frescoed 
and  all  the  wood-work  grained  in  walnut.  A 
fine  pipe-organ  was  purchased,  being  the  first 
instrument  ol  its  kind  in  the  town.  The  pas- 
tors were  as  follows : 

Revs.  J.  1’.  Sliimlel,  1848- 111;  Henry  Ziegler,  as- 
sistant, 1818-lb;  Reuben  Weiser,  18  111- IS;  Jesse 
Winoeoir,  1813  52  ; Daniel  II.  Billie,  18bJ  b I ; Sam- 
uel Domer,  1 855-07  ; M.  tv.  Sliimlel,  1 Si ! 7-  7 I ; II.  li. 
lb  liner,  1874  -82;  Jacob  Ynl/.y,  1882. 

The  church  membership  for  1880  is  two 


hundred  and  seventy-two;  the  Sunday-school 
j has  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  members. 

Tiib  Methodist  Limscopai.  (.'iintcii.— 

; For  many  years  the  Methodists  were  without  a 
church  building,  their  services  being  held  in 
the  Union  school-house  on  Pine  Street,  the 
school  house  on  the  Isle  of  (Quc,  built  by  Peter 
Richter,  and  in  private  houses.  In  18  18  they 
commenced  the  erection  of  their  own  church,  on 
the  west  side  of  W ater  Street,  half-way  between 
Pine  and  Chestnut  Streets,  and  which  was  com- 
pleted in  1 8 o( ) , during  Rev.  ( ’onser’s  pastorate. 
This  was  the  third  church  edifice  built  in  Selin’s 
Drove,  and  stood  until  October  BO,  1874,  when 
it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  1875  a new  build- 
ing was  erected  on  the  same  foundation  of  the 
one  destroyed,  and  is  now  the  place  of  worship 
for  the  congregation.  Roth  buildings  were  of 
brick.  The  pastors  who  have  served  this  con- 
gregation have  been, — 

Revs,  l’rettymau,  1820;  Strallon,  1820  ; J.  II.  Brown, 
1831  ; Josiali  Forest,  1838;  Oliver  Ege,  1834;  James 
.Sanies,  188b;  Elisha  Butler,  1837;  Thomas  Tanyhill, 
1840-41;  Ewing  ami  William  R.  Mills,  1842;  William 
Olemm,  1843;  B.  H.  ('reaver,  James  Oliver,  18-14; 
B.  11.  Creaver,  N.  S.  Buckingham,  1845;  J.  J.  Pearce, 
184(1;  Samuel  A.  Wilson,  1848;  B.  B.  Hamlin,  1849; 
S.  D.  M.  Conser,  James  Gums,  1850-01  ; John  More- 
head,  E.  Slosser,  1852;  Thomas  Barnhart,  J.  Y.  Rotli- 
rorlc,  1858;  Thomas  Barnhart,  John  W.  Parks,  1854; 
J use  \,U  A.  Ross,  A.  M.  I\i ester,  185o;  .1.  A Ross, 
Thomas  .Sherlock,  185(1;  E.  H.  Warring,  E.  E.  Allen, 
1857  ; Frank  Gearhart,  1858-59;  J.  A.  Price,  1 8(10-81; 
A . R.  Riley,  1 8(12-03  ; 1 lenry  G.  Dill,  1 804-05 ; John  \V. 
Olewine,  1800-07-08;  G.  W.  Miller,  1809-70;  Jolm 
Stine,  1 87 1-72  ; John  Monhead,  1873-74-75;  E.  T. 
Swartz,  1870-77-78;  J.  W.  Buckley,  1879-80-81;  T. 
U.  Glees,  1882-88-84;  (J.  W.  Stevens,  1885. 

ddie  membership  of  the  congregation  in  1880 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty;  Sunday  School  mem- 
bership, two  hundred  and  three. 

Tin-:  Raptist  (hitmen. — About  18(10  the 
Baptists  built  a neat  brick  church  on  the  east 
side  i f W ater  St reet.  During  the  lire  of  1872 
this  building  was  burned.  It  was  never  rebuilt 
and  the  congregation  soon  after  disbanded. 
Among  the  pastors  who  served  this  congrega- 
tion were,  the  Rev.  Frederick  Power  and  Rev. 
().  I..  Hall. 

Roads,  Etc. — At.  December  sessions,  1821, 
a petition  fora  public  road  was  presented,  a-k- 
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( li:it.  it  road  be  laid  out  from  the  river,  rim 
aing  along  the  street  on  the  east  end  of  Charles- 
'■nvn,  “ I >e<r i i u i i 1 1< _r  at  John  1 1 iggins’,  running' 
a iitli  seventy-three  degrees  west  until  it  inter- 
acts the  road  that  leads  through  Selin’s  (trove, 
near  the  ehureh.”  This  is  doubtless  the  same 
road  that  crosses  the  lower  bridge.  The  viewers 
iiinoinlcd  made  an  un favorable  report,  February, 
|X22,  and  rev iewers  were  appointed.  \\  hat 
the  result  was  could  not  be  ascertained  ; but  at 
May  court,  1X31,  a petition  was  presented, 
which  was  accordingly  granted,  and  resulted  in 
ihrlaring  all  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  in  Charles- 
town, on  the  Isle  of  Que,  to  be  public  highways, 
according  to  the  original  [dan  of  the  town,  viz.  : 
Market,  Water,  Chestnut,  Ifigh,  hirst,  Second 
and  Third  Streets  ; I Mack  berry,  Strawberry  and 
I 'in  n Alleys. 

( >n  March  3,  1820,  (he  river  road  from 
l,cu isburgh  to  Selin’s  (drove  was  surveyed  and 
laid  out  by  James  F.  I jinn. 

In  the  days  of  staging,  Selin’s  drove  was  one 
of  the  relays  on  the  then*  popular  route  be- 
tween I Iarrisburg  and  Northumberland.  There 
was  the  coming  and  going  of  the  stage,  one  ot 
the  daily  events  that  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  citizens  of  the  [dace.  As  the  hour  ap- 
proached tor  the  arrival  of  the  mail  and  pas- 
sengers, a crowd  would  gather  at  the  popular 
tavern  of  James  K.  Davis,  Sr.,  to  while  away 
the  time  in  spinning  yarns,  and  in  such  sports  and 
diversities  its  would  best  entertain.  In  all  this 
crowd  no  one  was  quicker  at  a joke,  nor  more 
hcartv  in  his  laugh,  than  the  congenial  and 
accommodating  landlord.  Presently  the  sound 
of  the  horn  announced  the  approach  ; then  came 
the  lumbering  stage,  swinging  to  and  fro  on  its 
large  leathern  springs,  drawn  by  its  four  spirited 
and  prancing  steeds;  then  a flourish  of  the  long 
whip-lash,  with  its  clear  crack;  the  authori- 
inlivc  whoa  ! as  if  to  impress  upon  the  gazers 
the  fact  that  he  who  held  the  lines  wais  a 
personage  of  no  ordinary  stamp;  then  the  rein- 
ing up  before  the  tavern,  and  so  much  of  the 
route  was  completed.  Then  came  the  dismount- 
ing ; then  the  congratulations  and  inquiries; 
then  the  unhitching  of  the  horses  and  the 
replacing  of  fresh  ones;  then  the  taking  of  seats 
ngiiin,  inside,  on  top  and  beside  the  driver  ; then 


the  gathering  up  of  the  lines,  the  flourish  and 
crack  of  the  whip,  the  brisk  starting  idf  of  the 
four-in-hand  ; then  the  fainter  and  fainter 
rumbling  of  the  wheels,  and  the  great  event, 
w hich  was  to  supply  the  conversation  and  gossip 
for  hours,  had  passed,  lint  the  glory  of  the 
stage-coach  has  passed  away;  the  sociability 
and  comforts  of  the  packet-boat  have  come  and 
gone;  and  to-day  the  locomotive,  pulling  its 
train  of  luxurious  coaches,  enters  and  departs 
from  Selin’s  ( Jrovc. 

Schools.— 'The  first  school-house,  a log  one, 
stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  school  building. 
It  was  torn  down  about  1X70,  and  replaced  by 
a two-story  brick  building,  which  was  burned 
I in  187  1,  and  a large  one  built  in  187(1,  which 
accommodates  four  schools.  'flic  second 
school-house  in  the  town  was  built  of  brick, 
prior  to  1830,  by  Peter  Richter,  on  a lot  given 
by  Charles  Druiimi,  the  founder  of  Charles- 
town. It  was  torn  down  and  rebuilt  in  187(1, 
and  is  situated  on  the  Isle  of  Cue,  southeast 
corner  of  Market  and  Second  Streets.  The 
third  school-house  was  built  on  the  site  of  the 
Odd-Fellows’  Hall.  It  was  a two-story  brick, 
octagonal  structure,  and  was  known  as  the 
“ pepper-box.” 

At  the  present  day  Selin’s  Grove  has  four 
public  schools  in  the  building  on  the  corner  of 
Fine  and  High  Streets,  and  two  in  the  building 
in  that  part  of  the  borough  known  as  Charles- 
town, on  the  Isle  of  Cue.  The  average  nuin- 
| her  of  months  taught  is  seven,  and  seven  teach- 
ers are  employed,  one  of  w hom  is  the  principal, 
and  has  charge  of  the  highest  grade,  the  schools 
being  regularly  graded.  In  the  highest  grade, 
Algebra,  Latin,  the  sciences  and  other  of  the  high- 
er branches  arc  taught.  There  are  in  all  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

Tin:  Mission  a itv  Insti-ivti-:. — This  insti- 
tution owis  its  origin  to  the  necessity  arising 
from  (he  inadequate  number  of  ministers  in  the 
Lutheran  Church.  The  importance  of  a school 
was  first  mentioned  in  the  Maryland  Synod, 
and,  in  1 833,  an  effort  for  its  establishment 
was  made  by  such  men  as  Revs.  Dr.  15.  Kurtz, 
J.  McCron,  George  Diehl,  L.  R.  Anspaeh,  J. 
G.  butler,  Dr.  \V.  M . Kemp,  Messrs.  C.  \V. 
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.TUN  TAT  A AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


1 1 iimriehnuse,  W illiam  IJridges,  W.  A.  W'isong 

and  ltd) m.  I >r.  Dcnjamin  Kurtz  is  the 

i ■(•(•( ionized  (minder  ol  the  school,  and  heeame 
its  (i  rst  president.  In  I S5(>,  bv  resolution,  this 
institution  \v:ts  designed  to  lie  established  ill 
I >a  1 1 imore.  In  Is. >7  (his  resolution  was  re- 
scinded, and  preference  was  eivrn  to  the  neigh- 
borhood offering  the  largest  contributions.  The 
committee  appointed  by  the  board  to  visit 
places  making  oilers  reported,  March,  1858, 


App.  'I'lie  corner-stone  was  laid  September  I, 
1858,  and  the  building  first  occupied  in  18.0ft. 

The  design  of  the  institute  is  to  educate 
young  men  for  the  ministry  in  the  Kvangelieal 
Lutheran  Church,  including  the  missionary 
held  at  home  and  abroad.  I here  is  a classical 
and  a theological  department.  I his  institution 
has  had  an  existence  of  twenty-seven  years, 
during  which  time  the  Theological  Department 
i have  sent  out  into  the  active  ministry  one  liiin- 
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that  they  had  selected  Selin’s  Grove  since  it  ot- 
tered the  best  inducement,  bv  subscribing  $15,- 
112.  Their  selection  was  approved  May  8, 
1858.  On  May  17,  1858,  the  site  for  the 
building  was  fixed  on  land  of  John  App. 

At  the  lime  of  building,  the  olTiccrs  of  the  ; 
board  were, — President,  I lev.  lienjamin  Kurtz; 
Vice-Presidents,  Key.  II.  Ziegler  and  Rev.  S. 
homer;  Recording  Secretary,  L.  R.  Hummel  ; ' 
( ’orresponding  Secretary,  Rev.  II.  Ziegler;’ 
Treasurer,  James  K.  Davis.  The  building  com-  j 
in ittee  were  W illiam  I ’.  W agensel ler,  ( leorge  i 
Sell  mire,  (’.  A.  Moyer,  John  App  and  Leonard  j 


INSTlTt'Ti:. 

dred  and  twelve  graduates,  only  six  of  whom 
have  died. 

Instructors  in  the  Theological  Department 
have  been  lienjamin  Kurtz,  D.D.,  LL.I).,  1858- 
til  ; Henry  Ziegler,  D.D.,  1858-82;  Rev. 
I*,  Anstadf,  A.M.,  1858-85;  Peter  Horn, 

I ).D.,  1882;  Rev.  Jacob  Yutzy,  188  1. 

The  Classical  Department,  besides  fitting 
many  students  to  begin  the  study  of  theology, 
has  prepared  many  young  men  for  college  for 
the  profession  of  teaching  and  various  pursuits. 
The  classical  course  extends  over  a period  of 
four  years,  awarding  a diploma  at  the  end  of  the 
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sophomore  year.  rl  1 1 i s depart menl  is  under 
the  management  of  an  directive  corps  of  in- 
structors, viz.  : I ’(‘VS.  -I.  It.  I)i  mm,  I ).  I ).,  prin- 
cipal oi  I lie  ( Jassieal  Department,  and  professor 
<if  Latin  and  (I reek  ; G.  \\  . \\r.  Amiek,  A.i\l., 
vice-principal  and  professor  of  mat  hemal  hies, 
etc.;  •).  Eugene  Deitlerich  and  G.  F.  Sill,  as- 
sistant teachers  of  lOnjdi.sh  branches;  l>.  F. 
Wagcnsel  ler,  Al.l).,  lecturer  on  physiology 
and  hygiene;  Miss  E.  L.  Dimm,  teacher  of 
music;  Rev.  \V.  IT.  Diven,  A.M.,  financial 
agent. 

It  is  in  place  to  here  state  that  had  it-  not 
been  lor  the  liberality  of  our  former  citizen, 
Mr.  John  App,  in  tendering  fifteen  acres  of 
land  and  one  thousand  dollars,  it  is  altogether 
likely  the  Missionary  Institute  would  never 
have  been  at  Selin’s  Grove.  When  others  were 
despairing  of  locating  here,  lie  it  was  who  gave 
a new  impetus  to  the  enterprise,  and  decided  its 
location.  During  his  life  his  aid  and  efforts  in 
behalf  of  the  Institute  were  repeated  and  lib- 
eral. An  incident  connected  with  the  founding 
of  the  Institute  is  the  fact  that  Airs.  E.  B.  Win- 
ters, of  Easton,  Abb,  made  the  first  contribution. 
This  she  accompanied  with  her  prayers  for  the 
success  of  the  enterprise. 

Susquehanna  Female  G’o llu.ee. — At  the 
time  of  locating  the  Alissionary  Institute,  an- 
other institution  of  learning  was  established  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  This 
was  the  Susquehanna  Female  College.  The 
building,  a three-story  brick,  is  still  standing 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  Market  and  Snyder 
Streets,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Prof.  Wil- 
liam Xoctling.  This  school  flourished  for  about 
ten  years,  being  patronized  by  the  church,  but 
when  it  became  an  individual  enterprise  it. 
began  to  decline,  and  was  finally  abandoned  in 
1873.  'This  institution  was  under  the  following- 
named  principals:  Rev.  C.  C.  Baughman,  1838 
to  1803;  Rev.  Samuel  Bonier,  1803  to  1808; 
I’rol.  William  Xoctling,  1308  to  1873. 

AI  usiual. — Selin’s  Grove  has  for  many  years 
been  noted  for  its  musical  talent,  and  the  encou- 
ragement and  patronage  it  lias  given  to  music  as 
one  of  the  fine  arts.  Erom  (ho  few  musical  instru- 
ments found  only  in  the  homes  of  the  wealthy, 
the  number  has  grown  to  hundreds,  so  that 


to-day,  in  almost  every  household,  is  found  a 
piano  or  an  organ,  or  both.  Many  ol  the  cit- 
izens are  good  musical  readers,  skillful  perform- 
ers on  instruments,  and  not  a few  endowed  with 
most  excellent  vocal  powers.  Prior  to  1817, 
.John  Eredcriek  Ever  is  mentioned  as  one.  of 
ability  in  (Ids  art.  lie  was  noted  chiefly  as 
a composer.  He  prepared  and  published  a 
book  entitled  “The  Union  Choral  Harmony.” 
In  1837  his  son,  Henry  C.  Eyer,  revised  the 
work  and  issued  a new  edition  of  it.  Prof. 
Joseph  II.  Fell  re  r was  noted  as  a composer  and 
instructor.  ITis  talent  has  been  more  partic- 
ularly directed  to  the  composition  of  band 
music,  and  to  the  organizing  and  instructing  of 
bands.  Tie  has  frequently  been  awarded  prizes 
for  the  best  composition  in  contests  wherein 
many  of  the  noted  composers  in  the  State  strove 
for  superiority. 

Of  late  years  A.  AY.  Potter,  Esq.,  has  mani- 
fested great  interest  in  the  beautiful  art  of  music, 
and  to  him  the  inhabitants  are  indebted  for  an 
increased  development  of  a taste  for  classical 
music.  He  has  proven  himself  a competent 
conductor  in  the  choir  and  large  choruses. 
A I any  excellent  voices  have  been  brought  to 
public  notice  through  his  efforts.  Scarcely  a 
winter  passes  that  Selin’s  Grove  has  not  some 
musical  treat,  brought  about  throimli  ATr.  Pot- 
ter’s  efforts.  The  Central  Pennsylvania  ATusi- 
cal  Jubilee  was  held  in  Selin’s  Grove  in  June, 
1883,  and  was  a very  interesting  event,  and  was 
the  natural  result  of  the  talents  that  for  pre- 
vious years  had  been  improving  under  the  lead- 
ership already  mentioned.  Visitors  and  musi- 
cians came  from  all  directions.  The  chorus 
was  composed  of  about  five  hundred  voices,  and 
instruments  of  various  kinds  joined  to  swell 
the  harmony.  Ten  brass  bands  were  in  attend- 
ance to  enliven  the  occasion,  'flic  noted  spec- 
ialists present  were  Dr.  W.  O.  Perkins,  New 
A’ork,  director;  Walter  Emerson,  Boston,  cor- 
nel ist;  Helen  E.  II.  Garter,  Boston,  soprano ; 
AT  rs.  I T.  F.  Knowles,  Boston,  soprano;  Airs. 
E.  G.  Fcndcrson,  Boston,  contralto  ; Airs.  AT. 
1).  Shepard,  Boston,  pianist;  Prof.  \\  . F. 
A 1 eyer,  Aaronsburg,  pianist. 

This  jubilee  was  held  in  a large  frame  build- 
ing, erected  by  the  citizens  especially  for  the  oe- 
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elision,  mid  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Market 
Street,  and  had  a seating  capacity  of  three  thou- 
sand. 

I /i  no  < M'’  ( iovi OUN'on  S.N  v 1 1 ion.' — Simon  Sny- 
der became  and  continued  lor  many  years  a 
resident  within  the  boundaries  of  the  county 
which  bears  his  name.  lie  served  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  as  (iovernor  for  three  full 
terms;  was  born  at  Lancaster,  in  November, 
175!).  1 1 is  lather,  Anthony  Snyder,  a (Herman 

bv  birth,  emigrated  from  his  native  land  to 
Pennsylvania  about  1740,  and  died  at  Lancas- 
ter in  April,  177  4.  Two  years  later  Simon 
Snyder  removed  from  Lancaster  to  York,  where 
he  learned  the  tanning  and  currying  business, 
and  remained  about  eight  years.  As  showing 
his  integrity  of  character,  it  is  related  of  him 
that  he  faithfully  served  out  an  apprenticeship 
of  four  years  at  Ids  trade,  without  being  bound 
by  any  indenture  or  written  contract.  While 
at  York  he  attended  a night-school  taught  by 
John  Jones  (a  worthy  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends),  whore  he  learned  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic.  Often  at  midnight,  after  a hard 
day’s  work,  Simon  Snyder  might  have  been 
found  deeply  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  knowl- 
edge, to  which  also  his  Sunday’s  leisure  was  al- 
most constantly  devoted. 

Li  July,  17S 1 , he  removed  from  York  to 
that  part  of  Northumberland  which  is  now  Sny- 
der County,  where  he  became  proprietor  of  a 
mill  and  store,  and  also  acting  as  a scrivener, 
was  one  of  the  most  useful  and  respected  men 
in  that  community.  Me  was,  in  all  situations 
and  at  all  times,  the  friend  of  the  poor  and  dis- 
tressed. lie  was  modest  and  unassuming;  yet  his 
sound  judgment,  impartiality  and  love  of  justice 
were  so  well  known  and  appreciated,  that  he 
became  a justice  of  the  peace,  continuing  in 
the  office  for  twelve  years,  under  two  commis- 
sions, the  first  being  under  the  Constitution  of 

1 The  steel  engraving  of  Governor  Simon  Snyder,  which 
appears  in  this  work,  was  executed  from  a painting  in  the 
possession  of  General  Simon  Cameron,  which  was  made  by 
the  celebrated  artist  Jacob  Eicholtz,  unit  was  presented  to 
General  Cameron  by  the  Eiclndlz  family.  In  a nolo  to  the 
publishers,  General  Cameron  says,  in  referring  to  the 
painting,  “ My  clear  recollection  of  the  person  of  Gover- 
nor Snyder  enables  me  to  assure  you  that  it  is  a very 
excellent  portrait  of  him.”  — [Puiit.tsilKtts.] 


1770,  mid  the  his!  under  licit  of  1790.  So 
universally  were  his  decisions  respected  that 
(here  never  wits  an  appeal  from  any  judgment 
of  his  to  I lie  ( 'on  it  <>l  ( 'omiuoii  I ’leas,  and  only 
one  writ  ol  iwrlioravi  was  served  on  him  during 
his  terms  of  oHire.  Though  the  inhabitants 
of  his  jurisdiction  were  largely  of  that  class  ol 
persons  who  are  settlers  of  till  new  countries, 
among  whom  quarrels  and  disputes  tire  very 
frequent,  yet  so  great  was  bis  personal  influence 
and  so  strenuous  Ids  efforts  to  reconcile  contend- 
ing parties,  that  lie  generally  prevailed  ; indeed, 
so  efficient  was  bis  influence  that,  of  the  many 
actions  brought  before  him  for  assault  and  bat- 
tery during  the  whole  period  of  twelve  years, 
he  made  return  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions 
of  but  two  recognizances.  These  are  evidences 
of  an  extraordinary  degree  and  extent  of  public 
confidence  in  his  disposition,  judgment  and 
general  good  principles  and  character — a confi- 
dence which  his  whole  life  proved  to  have  been 
well  and  fully  deserved. 

In  178!)  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  con- 
vention called  to  amend  the  State  Constitution. 
Up  to  that  time  he  had  taken  but  little  part  in 
the  political  contests  of  the  day;  yet  his  princi- 
ples seemed  to  have  been  well  understood,  and 
his  votes  in  the  convention  proved  him  to  have 
been  (hen,  as  lie  continued  through  life,  the 
steady  supporter  of  principles  best  calculated 
to  maintain  the  rights  and  promote  the  happi- 
ness of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  1797  he  was  elected  a member  of  the 
Legislature.  lie  was  never  regarded  as  a fluent 
or  impressive  speaker,  nor  did  lie  ever  make 
long  or  labored  speeches,  but  what  lie  did  say 
was  always  listened  to  with  marked  attention, 
and  carried  weight,  because  he  never  spoke  ex- 
cept when  he  felt  assured  it  was  his  duty  to  do 
so,  and  that  he  had  something  of  fact  or  infor- 
mation to  communicate  which  should  influence 
the  minds  of  his  fellow-members.  lie  fre- 
quently served  on  important  committees,  and  in 
such  positions  he  did  good  service,  which  was 
highly  valued  and  appreciated. 

In  1 802  Mr.  Snyder  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  In  that  position 
he  presided  with  much  dignity,  with  a full 
I knowledge  of  his  duties  and  a most  accurate 
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recollection  and  prompt  application  of  (he*  rules 
nt  the  House.  None  of  his  decisions  were  re- 
\ .1  sod,  and  his  amendments,  which  were  fre- 
iiiuaitly  of  inipoi'tanee,  were  almost  always 
adopted,  with  unanimity,  showing  the  high  re- 
•nect  entertained  by  the  House  for  hisjudgment. 

With  him  originated,  in  the  Legislature,  a 
(imposition  to  engraft  the  arbitration  principle 
mi  the  judicial  system  of  the  State,  as  also  many 
other  wholesome  provisions  for  the  adjustment 
nf  controversies  brought  before  justices  of  the 
peace.  He  continued, after  repeated  unanimous 
elections,  to  preside  as  Speaker  to  the  session  of 
1805.  Luring  that  session  he  was  taken  up  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor,  running  in 
opposition  to  the  then  Governor,  Thomas 
McKean.  In  that  campaign  the  question  of  the1 
railing  of  a convention  to  amend  (he  State  Con-  j 
>tit ution  was  so  intimately  interwoven  in  the 
gubernatorial  contest  that  it  was  conducted  I 
rather  with  reference  to  the  question  of  the  eon-  I 
volition,  than  upon  the  popularity  of  the  candi-  i 
dates.  TIio  result  was  that  Governor  McKean 
was  re-elected  by  a majority  of  live  thousand 
votes. 

In  1 80<i  Mr.  Snyder  was  again  elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  again  chosen 
Speaker,  and  was  re-elected  to  both  positions  in 
1807.  I n 1 808  he  again  became  a candidate  for 
Governor,  and,  after  a warm  and  arduous  con- 
test, was  elected  by  a majority  of  twenty-eight 
thousand.  In  181.1  he  was  re-elected,  and 
again  in  1814.  Hi  the  Mar  of  1812-15  his 
course  was  highly  patriotic  and  creditable  to 
the  great  State  of  which  he  was  Governor. 

I n t he  session  of  1 8 1 8—1 -1  a very  large  ma- 
jority of  hot  li  branches  of  I lie  General  Assembly 
passed  a bill  chartering  forty  banks.  The  can- 
didate for  ( lovernor  was  at  that  I ime  nominated 
by  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  Having 
assembled  in  caucus  for  that  purpose,  it  was  re-  J 
marked,  alter  the  meeting  had  been  organized,  [ 
that  the  bill  to  charter  fortv  banks  was  then  be- 
fore Governor  Snyder,  and  that  it  would  be 
prudent  to  adjourn  the  caucus  without  making 
any  nomination  ol  u candidate  for  Governor  un- 
til it  was  ascertained  w hether  he  would  or  would 
not  approve  of  the  bill.  Within  three  days 
Governor  Snyder  returned  the  bill  with  his  ob- 


jections, and  it  did  not  pass  during  that  session. 
His  independence  in  the  matter  was  the  theme 
of  almost  universal  praise,  and  he  was  that  year 
re-elected  by  a majority  of  nearly  thirty  thou- 
sand votes. 

Having  served  as  Governor  for  the  constitu- 
tional period  of  nine  years,  he  retired  to  his 
former  place  of  residence,  Selin’s  Grove,  where, 
at  the  general  election,  he  was  chosen,  and  at 
once  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
as  a guardian  of  the  poor  of  the  township. 

At  the  next  general  election  he  was  elected  a 
State  Senator,  and  served  in  that  office  during 
one  session.  He  died  November  0,  1811),  at 
Selin’s  Grove,  which  had  been  his  home  for 
thirty-six  years,  and  where  lie  had  enjoyed  the 
confidence,  respect  and  love  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens to  a degree  in  which  they  arc  seldom  pos- 
sessed by  a man  of  long  public  career  involv- 
ing oftentimes  very  rigid  official  action. 

'flic  following  terse  estimate  and  character- 
ization of  Governor  Snyder  is  from  a letter 
written  to  Miss  Mary  Iv.  Snvdcr  by  Hon. 
Simon  Cameron  : 

“ l tAKiusisunOr,  November  20,  1885. 

“ My  dear  Mies  Snyder  : 

“It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  endure  the  labor  of 
penning  all  I know  about  Governor  Snyder.  At  my 
time  of  fife  writing  is  laborious.  I knew  Governor 
Snyder  as  well  as  an  obscure  man  of  eighteen  could 
know  one  as  distinguished  as  himself.  .... 

“Governor  Snyder  was  greater  in  all  the  qualities 
that  make  a statesman  than  any  of  the  Governors  we 
have  had  since,  as  you  will  liiul  by  examining  his 
State  papers.  He  was  the  early  advocate  of  all  the 
internal  improvements  which  the  State  perfected 
during  bis  term,  including  turnpikes,  bridges  and 
canals.  One  of  his  great  ideas  was  to  make  a canal 
from  Chesapeake  Day  to  Lake  Ontario,  so  as  to  con- 
nect the  Susquehanna  with  the  lakes.  He  was  per- 
sonally a man  of  fine  address,  spoke  remarkably  well 
in  public  and  wrote  with  great  ease.  . . . 

“ Very  truly  yours, 

“Simon  Camkiiox.” 

Professor  Daniel  S.  Boyer,  in  a historical 
memoir  (hereafter  mentioned),  says  that  Gov- 
ernor Snyder  wras  the  first  executive  of  the 
State  to  advocate  a frce-school  system,  and 
quotes  his  message  to  the  Legislature  on  this 
subject  as  fol lows  : 

“Thu  importance  of  education  is  still  more  en- 
hanced by  the  consideration  that  in  a republican  or 
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representative  government  every  citizen  may  be  called 
upon  to  assist  in  the  enaction  or  execution  of  the 
laws  of  this  country.  To  establish,  therefore,  a sys- 
tem of  education  calculated  to  diffuse  general  instruc- 
tion is  at  once  of  primary  importance.” 

Concerning  the  descendants  of  Coventor 
Snyder  there  remains  something  to  he  said. 
1 1 is  first  wile  was  Elizabeth  Michael,  of  Lan- 
caster, by  whom  h<;  had  two  children.  Amelia, 
born  .June  21,  I 711 1 , was  married  to  Dr.  Pitmens 
Jettcks,  a member  of  the  House  from  Bucks 
County.  Her  only  daughter  was  married  to 
Rev.  J.  I.  Elscgood,  of  East  New  York.  lion. 
John  Snyder  married  Miss  Alary  Louisa  Kit- 
tera,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  \Y.  Kittera,  Con- 
gressman from  Lancaster.  His  children  by  this 
marriage  are  Miss  Alary  K.  Snyder,  of  Selin’s 
Grove;  Airs.  Vandyke,  married  to  James  C. 
Vandyke,  who  was  United  States  district  attor- 
ney for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 
Among  his  children  by  subsequent  marriages 
are  Airs.  G.  \Y.  Walls,  of  Lewisburgh,  and 
Airs.  Daniel  Alusslcman,  of  Selin’s  Grove.  Hon. 
John  Snyder  died  at  Selin’s  Grove  August  15, 
1850. 

The  children  of  Governor  Snyder  by  second 
marriage  were — Henry  AY.  Snyder,  born  July 
20,  1797  ; he  was  a paymaster  in  the  late  war 
and  died  at  Tort  Leavenworth,  Ran.  George 
A.  Snyder,  a man  of  unmistakable  genius,  was 
the  second  son.  He  died  at  Williamsport, 
July  G,  18G5.  Ilis  children  were  Airs.  Alatthias 
App,  of  Aliehigan,  Airs.  Rate  Crane,  Henry 
and  George  S.,  Airs.  Riley,  Antes  and  Jesse  D. 
Antes  Snyder,  who  died  at  Pottstown  in  Decem- 
ber, 1801,  was  the  child  Mrs.  Carson  wished  to 
kidnap  in  order  to  obtain,  from  Governor  Sny- 
der the  pardon  of  Smith,  who  was  under  sen- 
tence of  death  at  Philadelphia.  Antes  was 
educated  at  West  Point,  where  he  graduated 
with  high  honors,  and  was  sent  by  our  govern- 
ment to  England  on  business  connected  with 
the  railway  system,  then  in  its  infancy  nere. 
He  was  the  engineer  who  designed  and  built 
the  large  stone  bridges  over  the  Schuylkill  at  the 
Falls  and  Peacock’s  Look,  above  Reading,  and 
one  at  Schuylkill  Haven  and  a number  of  small 
ones  along  the  line  ot  the  Philadelphia  and 
Pending  Pailroad. 

( iovernor  Snyder  was  married,  the  third  time, 


to  Alary  Slough  Scott,  a widow,  of  Harrisburg, 
October  10,  181  L She  survived  him,  and  died 
at  Harrisburg,  October  8,  1828.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  was  the 
first  person  who  commenced  a Sabbath -school 
at  Selin’s  Grove.  She  is  spoken  of  as  a bril- 
liant woman  in  society, 

A I a ii  v Kittkua  Snydki!,  a prominent  and 
well-known  lady  of  Selin’s  Grove,  Snyder 
County,  was  born  in  that  town,  and  is  a grand- 
daughter of  Hon.  Simon  Snyder,  who  was 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  after  whom  thiseoun- 
ty  is  named.  .A  sketch  of  him  and  another  of 
his  distinguished  son,  Hon.  John  Snyder,  who 
was  the  father  of  Aliss  Snyder,  appear  in  this 
volume.  On  her  mother’s  side  Aliss  Snyder  is 
descended  from  old  Scotch- Irish  Pennsylvania 
stock.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Hon. 
John  AVilkes  Kittera,  w ho  was  the  son  of  a 
Presbyterian  minister  and  was  born  in  Lancas- 
ter County.,  in  a district  which  he  afterwards 
represented  in  Congress  for  ten  years,  from  1791 
to  1801.  Having  been  graduated  in  the  arts  at 
Princeton  College  in  177G,  he  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Philadelphia  bar  in  1782. 
Subsequently  he  served  as  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania. He  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Cap- 
tain John  Aloore  and  Elizabeth  ( nee  Doyle),  his 
wife,  who  was  a noted  belle  and  beauty,  at  Lan- 
caster, November  8,  I78G,  and  he  died  June  (i, 
1801,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight. 

lie  left  to  survive  him  his  widow  and  several 
children,  one  of  whom  was  Hon.  Thos.  Kittera, 
one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  of  the  Philadel- 
phia bar,  w hither  he  came  with  his  father  shortly 
before  the  latter’s  death.  lie  also  was  graduated 
at  Princeton  College  and  shortly  afterwards  w as 
admitted  to  practice  as  an  attorney — ATareh  8, 
1808.  lie  was  deputy  attorney-general  of  (lie 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  1817,  and 
again  in  1821.  He  represented  Philadelphia  in 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  in 
182G— 27.  He  died  June  1G,  1889,  aged  fifty. 
As  lie  was  an  only  son  and  never  married,  the 
direct  male  line  ended  with  him.  He  was  a 
man  of  varied  culture,  learned,  not  only  in  his 
chosen  profession,  but  well  versed  in  literature 
and  the  arts.  Jle  was  a public  speaker  of  great 
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eloquence  and  power,  and  his  handsome  and  in- 
tellectual face  always  commanded  attention.  Ho 
wns  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Pennsylvania 
and  presided  over  (lie  Grand  Lndgeof  that  fra- 
tein i ( v in  IS'Jtl,  IS'JT  and  I.S'JS,  An  elegant 
nil  portrait  of  him,  painted  hy  Thomas  Solly, 
ami  presented  to  the  (irand  Podge  hy  Miss 
Siivdcr,  hangs  in  the  Grand  blaster’s  office  in 
the  Masonic  Temple  at  Philadelphia. 

The  mother  of  Miss  Snyder  was  Mary  Louise 
Kittcra,  a daughter  of  John  Wilkes  Kittcra 
and  a sister  of  Thomas  Kittcra.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  ] [on.  John  Snyder,  as 
above  mentioned,  and  resided 
with  him  at  the  old  family 
mansion  at  Selin’s  (i  rove  until 
the  time  of  her  death,  (which 
happened  when  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  only  two 
months  old),  leaving  two 
children,  both  daughters. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mrs. 

Snyder  her  children  were 
taken  charge  of  hy  their  ma- 
ternal grand  - mother,  Mrs. 

Kittcra,  in  Philadelphia,  who 
lived  with  her  son  Thomas  in 
a large  house  on  the  south 
side  of  Walnut  Street  (old 
number  1-10),  between  Fifth 
and  Sixth  Streets,  opposite 
Independence  Square,  where 
Thomas  Kittcra  had  his  office. 

Mary  Kittcra  Snyder  was 
educated  at  Professor  Picot’s 
French  School,  at  that  lime  the  leading  sem- 
inary for  young  ladies  in  the  citv  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  was  taught  all  the  accomplishments  of 
a young  lady  ol  high  social  position.  It  was 
the  intention  of  Mr.  Thomas  Kittcra  to  travel 
abroad  with  his  nieces  to  finish  their  education, 
hut  (he  projected  tour  was  prevented  by  his 
Occupied  in  social  duties  and  actively 
hurch-work  of  various  kinds,  the 
life  of  Miss  Snyder  was  uneventful  until  lStil, 
when  she  left  Philadelphia  and  returned  to 
Selin’s  Grove,  where  she  had  the  income  of  a 
farm  which  had  been  left  her  bv  her  father.  In 
1.80!)  President  Grant,  at  the  request  of  the 


I Ion. Simon  Cameron,  who  was  her  father’s  warm 
friend,  appointed  her  postmistress  of  Selin’s 
Grove.  It  was,  perhaps,  in  this  capacity,  more 
than  any  other,  that  she  became  best  known  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Selin’s  Grove  and  its  vicinity. 
She  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this 
office  for  ten  years  by  successive  reappointments, 
until  slit;  resigned  if,  in  1^79.  That  she  per- 
formed these  duties  faithfully  and  well  is  the 
universal  testimony  of  the  leading  bankers, 
merchants  and  professional  men  who  came  into 
business  relations  with  the  post-office  under  her 
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management.  Shostill  resides  in  Selin’s  Grove, 
making  occasional  visits  to  Philadelphia,  where 
she  has  a large  circle  of  old  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, who  regard  her  with  a great  deal  of  af- 
fection and  respect.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church,  and  combines  an  earnest, 
Christian  character  with  the  courtly  manners 
and  clcant  trood-breedimr  which  is  naturally 
to  Ik-  expected  from  her  birth  and  education. 

The  Governor  Snyder  Mansion. — The 
old  Governor  Snyder  mansion,  in  Selin’s  Grove, 
with  its  massive  walls,  stands  out  prominently, 
as  if  to  call  attention  to  something  of  interest. 
Here  the  honest  and  patriotic  Governor,  with 
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the  honors  of  a conspicuous  career,  spent  the 
last  years  of  his  eventful  life.  The  grounds 
.surrounding  this  mansion  were  cultivated  and 
ornamented  with  great  care.  The  large,  old- 
fashioned  stairway,  easy  to  ascend,  with  its 
several  hroad  landings  at  every  turn  ; the  arched 
doorways,  ten  feet  in  height;  the  open  hearth 
in  all  the  rooms,  even  to  the  third  floor;  the 
wide,  open  lire- pi  ace  in  the  kitchen,  with  its 
swinging  crane,  still  linger  to  tell  us  what  was 
once  the  delight  and  comfort  of  its  first  occu- 
pant. This  edifice  was  built  in  1816,  during 
the  Governor’s  last  term  of  office,  and  lie  died 
in  it  while  a member  of  the  State  Senate.  Dif- 
ferent, families  resided  in  this  house  as  lessees 
of  the  Snyder  family,  until  1827,  when  its 
ownership  passed  to  Henry  \Y.  Snyder,  son  of 
the  Governor,  and  in  187)2  he  conveyed  it  to 
h is  brother  Antes,  who  by  will  devised  the  prop- 
erty to  his  wife,  Mary  B.,  who  was  the  last 
representative  of  the  Snyder  family  owning  the 
old  homestead.  In  1861  she  transferred  it  to 
George  \\  . Ziegler,  Esq.,  now  of  Sunbury.  In 
1867)  Hon.  Samuel  Alleman  and  family  became 
the  occupants,  the  title  passing  to  his  wife,  Ann 
E.  Alleman.  Mr.  Alleman  lived  in  this  prop- 
perty  until  his  death,  February  28,  1881.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  his  son,  Horace  Alle- 
man, Esq.,  and  family  moved  into  the  property 
and  are  still  the  occupants.  Prior  to  1864  this 
place  was  often  occupied  by  tenants,  during 
which  time  many  things  around  the  premises 
were  allowed  to  go  into  decline,  and  it  was  not 
until  occupied  by  the  Alleman  family  that  a 
change  was  made  in  the  way  of  improvement 
and  ornamentation.  Evergreens,  shrubbery, 
lawn  and  summer-house  were  among  the  im- 
provements. In  1874,  during  the  great  confla- 
gration the  third  story  of  this  building  was 
greatly  damaged  and  the  large  side  porch  con- 
sumed. But  repairs  were  soon  made,  and  al- 
though marked  changes  can  be  observed,  show- 
ing modern  improvements,  yet  the  old  solid 
walls  and  nearly  all  of  the  interior  still  show 
the  original  architecture  of  the  building.  The 
above  engraving -shows  the  building  before  the 

o o o 

fire. 

44 1 K Swum:  Mon iim knt. — ( loveruor  Sny- 
der was  buried  in  the  old  Lutheran  grave-yard, 


in  the  town  of  Selin’s  Grove.  There  have  his 
remains  reposed  since  1819.  For  fifteen  years 
all  that  marked  his  grave  was  the  humble 
mound  of  mot  her  earth.  In  I 846  a plain  mar- 
ble slab,  without  any  inscription,  was  placed 
oyer  his  remains.  This  now  marks  the  tomb  <4 
his  sou,  John  Snyder,  in  the  grave-yard  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  ('hui'cli. 

For  six  ty-t  wo  years  the  last  resting-place  of  the 
distinguished  dead  was  comparatively  unknown, 
and  it  remained  for  the  Hon.  Simon  P.  Wolver- 
ton,  State  Senator  from  the  district  composed  of 
Northumberland,  Snyder  and  Union  Counties, 
to  render  to  Simon  Snyder  the  homage  and  re- 
spect which  his  high  character  merited,  by 
securing  the  passage  of  a Legislative  act,  May 
24,  1881,  appropriating  three  thousand  dollars 
toward  erecting  a suitable  monument  to  his 
memory.  Those  entrusted  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  proceeded  to  the  performance 
of  their  duty,  and  the  present  beautiful  and  artistic 
monument  was  placed  in  position.  It  was  made 
of  Quincy  granite,  is  surmounted  by  a ble-sizc 
bronze  bust  of  the  Governor  facing  the  south, 
while  on  the  east,  south  and  west  sides  are  fine 
bronze  medallions,  representing  him  as  a tanner, 
a statesman  and  a farmer.  On  the  south  side 
there  is  also  in  polished  granite  the  coat  of 
arms  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  following  in- 
scription : li  Erected  by  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania  to  the  memory  of  Simon  Snyder.” 
( )n  the  north  side  of  the  monument  are  inscribed 
the  dates  of  his  birth  and  death,  together  with 
the  several  positions  of  honor  and  trust  held  bv 
him. 

The  unveiling  of  this  monument,  and  the 
delivering  of  it  from  the  State  to  the  custody 
of  the  citizens  represented  by  a committee,  and 
also  the  ceremonies  connected  therewith,  com- 
bined to  make  the  27th  of  May,  1887),  at  Selin’s 
Grove,  one  of  historic  importance,  and  such  as 
can  never  be  obliterated  from  the  minds  of 
those  who  beheld  it.  The  day  was  propitious 
and  the  town  was  crowded  with  people.  A 
large  number  of  the  descendants  of  Governor 
Snyder  were  present.  A special  train  from 
Harrisburg  brought  the  Governor,  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  State  departments  and  the  members 
of,'  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  Urominent 
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among  the  arrivals  were  Governor  Patti  son, 
rx-Unitod  States  Senator  Simon  Cameron,  ex- 
(iov'ernors  Curtin  ami  1 1 art  ran  It,  .liaises  Finley 
;iml  Burlier,  lion,  -lolm  I!.  I ’acker,  lion.  1 1 ugh 
M.  North  and  Major  W illiam  P.  Elliott,  in 
his  ninety-third  year,  who  held  a commission 
under  Governor  Snyder.  The  citizens  were 
justly  proud  of  the  occasion,  and  they  strove  to 
-how  their  appreciation  by  their  generous 
hospitality.  The  old  mansion,  decorated  with 
the  national  colors,  had  its  doors  thrown  wide 
open,  and  many  visited  this  place  of  interest, 
and  partook  of  the  hospitality  of  its  host  and 
hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs  II.  Alloman.  At  the 
residences  of  Messrs.  George  Schnurc,  Philip 
1 lilhish,  James  K.  I )avis,  Calvin  P.  North,  Dr. 
I!.  P.  Wagensellcr,  Franklin  J.  Selioch,  J.  G. 
L Shindel  and  others  were  also  entertained 
many  of  the  distinguished  guests.  At  the 
residence  of  Miss  Mary  K.  Snyder,  a grand- 
daughter of  the  Governor,  most  of  the  Snyder 
descendants  were  entertained. 

Among  the  distinguished  personages  present 
was  Captain  W illiam  Wayne,  a descendant,  of 
(amoral  Anthony  W ayne.  He  was  the  guest  | 
of  Horace  Alleman,  Esq. 

The  parade  took  place  in  the  afternoon,  under 
the  chief  marshalship  of  Dr.  P.  F.  Wagensellcr. 
Arriving  at  the  grave-yard,  the  following  order 
of  exercises  were  carried  out: 

Music — Middleburg  band. 

Prayer— Py  Rev.  J.  Max  Hark. 

Music  by  band,  and  unveiling  of  the  statue 
liv  Miss  Mary  Lilian  Snyder,  great-grand- 
daughter of  Governor  Snyder. 

Address  by  ( iov.  Pat tison,  delivering  the  monu- 
ment to  (lit!  custody  of  the  citizens  of  the  town. 

Address  by  A.  W.  Potter,  Esq.,  accepting 
the  I rust  mi  belial  f of  t he.  eil  izens. 

Addresses  by  ex-(  Jovernor  A.  ( i.  Curtin,  I Ion. 
Simon  Cameron,  ex-Gov.  John  F.  Ilartranft. 

An  address,  delivered  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Shindel, 
Sr.,  at  the  burial  of  Governor  Snyder,  in  1 <S  1 !), 
was  then  translated  and  read  by  Professor  D.  S. 
Boyer,  after  which  Pew  J.  I*.  Shindel,  J r.,  a 
son  of  the  former,  read  the  original  address,  as 
delivered  in  ( lerman.1 

i Ah  liistoripul  ml  dress  was  also  prcpunpl  I »y  IVofu.ssnr 
hitniel  S.  Boyer,  wliicli  wus  published  in  the  newspu|  r 


After  extending  to  the  local  committee  a 
unanimous  vote  of  thanks,  the  ceremonies  closed. 
In  a few  hours  the  town  was  left  to  its  usual 
quiet,  and  the  events  of  the  day  had  passed  into 
history.  The  marked  success  attending  the 
ccrmonics  was  due  chiefly  to  the  untiring  efforts 
of  the  local  committee,  composed  of  P.  F. 
Wagensellcr  (chairman),  J.  A.  Lombard  (secre- 
tary), George  Schnure,  James  K.  Davis,  C.  P. 
North,  Horace  Alleman,  F.  J.  Schoch,  A.  W. 
Potter,  J.  W.  Gangler,  M.  8.  Schroyer,  George 
R.  Hendricks,  James  P.  Ulrich  and  8.  V.  Dye. 

The  Pig  Fires,  Etc. — The  first  great  con- 
flagration in  Selin’s  Grove  was  on  the  night  of 
February  21,  1872;  and  the  second  and  larger 
one  was  on  the  evening  of  October  30, 1871.  Much 
valuable  property  and  many  houses  were  con- 
sumed. More  handsome  residences  and  larger 
]> laces  of  business  have  since  taken  the  place  of 
those  destroyed.  Market  Square,  which  formerly 
extended  one  hundred  feet  north  and  south  of 
Pino,  was  extended  north  as  far  as  the  Snyder 
mansion,  an  addition  in  length  of  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  feet. 

A steam  fire-engine  and  two  hose-carriages 
were  purchased  by  the  borough  in  1873,  and  a 
hook-and-ladder  truck  was  soon  after  added  to 
the  fire  equipments.  The  Fire  Department  now 
consists  of  the  Susquehanna  Fire  and  Hose 
Companies,  and  the  Dauntless  Hook-and-Lad- 
der  Company. 

On  account  of  the  unsatisfactory  supply  of 
water  in  ease  of  fire,  the  subject  of  water-works 
was  then  agitated,  and  after  considerable  dis- 
cussion was,  on  June  30,  1885,  submitted  to  a 
vote  of  the  people,  who  thus  decided  the  ques- 
tion in  the  affirmative.  The  Town  Council,  after 
publishing  for  proposals  for  the  supply  of  water 
and  fire  plugs  to  the  borough,  entered  into  a 
contract  with  Peter  I lerdic,  who  agreed  to  furnish 
the  same,  the  plugs  to  be  thirty,  at  the  annual 
rental  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  ten  years. 
August  27,  1885,  a charter  was  granted  to 
Peter  Herdicaud  others,  and  on  November  Dili 
work  was  commenced  on  the  trenches  for  I he 

accounts  of  I lie  proceedings,  us  a document  giving,  perhaps, 
the  fullest  biography  of  the  Governor  which  appeared  in 
connection  with  the  ceremonies  of  the  monumental  dedica- 
tion.— l‘!n. 
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pipe.  On  the  9th  of  January,  188(1,  water  was 
pumped  into  the  pipes,  and  the  first  stream  of 
water  thrown  from  the  fire-plugs. 

Bi-sinkss  ami  .M.\\rr.\<wri:iN(;  I ntkkksts. 
— Ever  since  Selin’s  drove  had  an  existence 
down  to  1872  it  was  a place  of  note  and  activity, 
on  account  of  its  being  a great  shipping  point. 
The  products  of  agriculture  were  continually 
being  delivered  at  the  place,  to  be  shipped  to 
the  Eastern  cities — at  first  by  means  of  arks  and 
river-boats  floated  down  the  Susquehanna,  and 
later  by  means  of  the  canal-boat.  Pig-iron 
from  Beaver  Furnace  was  hauled  to  this  point 
for  transportation.  Two,  four  and  six  horse 
teams,  coming  in  all  directions  from  as  far  dis- 
tant as  twenty-five  and  thirty  miles,  filled  the 
town  and  daily  made  its  streets  the  scene  of  bustle 
and  business  activity.  After  unloading  their 
products  came  the  purchases  from  the  merchants 
of  the  place.  Coal,  plaster,  dry-goods,  grocer- 
ies, hardware  and  iron  were  among  the  articles 
always  returned  with  these  teams.  The  con- 
struction of  the  Sunbury  and  Lewistown  Bail- 
road  through  Middle  Creek  Valley,  in  1871, 
put  an  end  to  this  activity  in  Selin’s  Grove. 
Stations  and  shipping-points  were  established 
along  the  line,  thus  giving  to  the  people  of  the 
valley  great  advantages  and  depriving  Selin’s 
Grove  of  what  had  heretofore  been  its  life  and 
support.  What  is  now  required  to  give  the 
place  a new  impetus  must  come  in  the  way  of 
manufactories.  For  this  purpose  its  location 
cannot  be  excelled  ; its  .-hipping  facilities  by  rail 
are  excellent  and  its  water-power  is  among  the 
best.  Prior  to  1 8<>fi  Mathias  App,  brother 
to  the  late  John  App,  carried  on  tin-  distilling 
business  in  the  building  at  the  end  of  Walnut 
Street.  Water  was  supplied  to  the  distillery  out 
of  a well  located  on  a lot  on  the  northeast  cor-  j 
nor  of  Market  and  Walnut  Streets.  This  water 
was  pumped  by  dogs  placed  inside  a wheel 
about  fifteen  fi-ct  in  diameter.  In~ido  this 
wheel  the  dogs  started  on  their  journey,  which 
set  the  wheel  in  motion,  and  thus  was  furnished 
the  inotive-|>uwcr  to  tin-  pump.  It  is  narrated 


that  when  dogs  Ims-iiiii-  ~ > dogradi-d  as  to  molest 
innocent  sheep  they  were  captured  and  -hippos I 
to  this  distillery.  It  was  afterwards  changed 
to  a brewerv,  then  to  a foundry,  owned  lor 


many  years  by  Bohrbaeh  A Rudy,  and  later  by 
Holmes  A K ocher. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  borough  stands  a 
large  brick  Hour-mill,  owned  and  operated  by(i. 
A II.  1).  Sell n tire.  I bis  site  for  many  years 
was  occupied  by  a grist-mill  and  a saw-mill, 
though  at  this  date  there  are  no  traces  of  the 
latter.1  Above  Schnure’s  mill  stood  a steam 
saw-mill,  built  by  Leonard  App  and  George 
Guild  rum.  It  was  burned  in  1850,  and 
soon  afterward  Dean  A Bchoch  built  a large 
machine-shop  and  foundry  on  the  same  site, 
which,  in  18G4,  was  removed  to  Milton.  This 
ground  was  again  occupied  by  a large  steam 
saw-mill  about  1870,  and  operated  by  L.  R. 
Ilummel  A Go.,  which  was  also  burned  in 
1875. 

The  Maine  Saw-Mill  was  built  in  1850  by 
Messrs.  Scribner  A Perkins,  two  gentlemen  from 
the  State  of  Maine.  At  first  most  of  the  saw- 
ing was  done  by  a “ gang-saw,”  containing  six 
or  eight  saws.  This  mill  has  always  been 
operated  by  steam,  by  the  original  owners  and 
by  Carey  A Schnure,  Carey  A Cooper,  John 
Hummel  A Co.  and  Edwin  Hummel. 

Keely’s  sash-factory,  on  the  Isle  of  Quo,  fur 
many  years  was  the  scene  of  much  business  and 
manufacturing.  This  was  built  by  Messrs.  (Ali- 
sher A Moyer.  It  then  passed  into  the  possession 


1 The  following  is  from  Linn’s  *'  Annals  of  buffalo  Valley;" 
“()n  the  28th December,  1792,  a petition  was  presented 
to  the  Senate,  on  the  part  of  Simon  Snyder  and  Ant  lion) 
Selin’s  heirs,  to  enable  them  lo  maintain  a dam  across 
Penn’s  Creep,  of  the  height  of  two  and  one-half  feet,  This 
aroused  the  settler-  along  the  creek  and  produced  a remon- 
strance, read  in  the  Senate  March  -I,  171 )’■>,  which  staled 
‘ that  Simon  Snyder  and  Anthony  St-lin,  before  his  death, 
erected  a dam  across  the  main  current  of  Penn’s  Creek  ; 
that  there  were  no  less  than  ten  mills  within  nine  miles  of 
Snyder’s,  some  of  which  grind  the  year  round,  unobstructed 
by  ice,  and  they  subjoin  a list  of  the  mills,  w ith  their  dis- 
tance-. from  Snyder's, — lauilersluger’s  and  (tickle's,  within 
Ihree  miles;  Moor’s,  three  miles  and  u half;  Hliocli's, 
four  miles;  Kush’s,  five  miles;  llickadron’s,  six;  Maclu)  a, 
seven  miles;  Swim-ford's,  ditto;  WeilzcTs,  eight;  ant 
Frederick  Sices’,  nine  miles.  This Iwing  lliocAsc,  we  con- 
sider it  highly  injurious  to  slop  the  whole  navigation  of 
Penn’s  ( reek  in  oi  ler  to  promote  the  individual  interest  of 
Simon  Snyder,  Inquire,’  ” ie.  .Notwithstanding  this 
remonstrance  being  signed  by  many  of  the  leading  citizens, 
the  la-gishil ure,  April  10,  17’J".,  passed  an  act  authorizing 
the  dum. 
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of  '/.  S.  IC co ly  and  is  now  owned  by  /.  S. 
Keoly  and  .Jacob  Warner.  I bis  factory  is  lo- 
cated on  the  Isle  of  < pie. 

(ieor"'o  (inndnnn  at  one  time  laid  a small 
siw-mill  on  the  west  side  of  the  canal,  opposite 
the  west  end  of  Market  Street,  Charlestown. 
About  1 8(17,  Charles  A.  Moyer,  Isaac  .Burns 
mid  A . J.  Cross  erected  a steam  saw-mill  and 
: sisli- factory  on  tl  i is  site.  Considerable  business 

j was  done.  It  was  torn  down  in  188-1. 

Richter  & Gaugler’s  foundry  and  machine- 
shop  were  built  in  1809.  At  the  present  time 
it  is  operated  by  Charles  E.  and  William  Kline. 

The  manufacture  of  bricks  was  conducted  by 
J.  W.  Gaugler  and  by  Samuel  Gemberling  for 
a number  of  years. 

Carriages,  wagons  and  sleighs  have,  for  a 
long  period,  been  made  in  the  town.  At  the 
present  time  the  three  principal  manufacturers 
of  them  are  Philip  K.  Bleeker,  John  Laudeti- 
dager  and  William  I Tains. 

The  principal  business  places  at  present  are 
Schoeh  Brothers,  general  store;  William  J. 

iWagenseller,  general  store  ; II.  E.  Miller,  A.  M. 
Carey,  A.  Marburger,  X.  S.  Ecehrer,  W.  E. 
Jbunmel,  II.  E.  McKelvy,  Philip  Soli  nee, 
groceries  ; J.  G.  L.  Shindel,  George  Wagen- 
seller  and  J.  II.  Ulsh,  drug-stores;  S.  Oppen- 
heimer  and  Dreifoos  Brothers,  clothing-stores; 
M.  S.  Schroyer  and  «J.  Potter,  shoe-stores;  E. 
Deutz,  jewelry-store  ; George  Eby  and  W.  B. 
lleiglc,  saddle  and  harness-shops;  insurance 
agents  arc  E.  A.  Norman,  II.  E.  Miller  and 
William  11.  Snyder;  the  Keystone  Hotel,  by 
Samuel  T.  Frain  ; the  National  House,  by  AV41- 
Iiain  ITaltzworth  ; the  Biehl  House,  Joel  L. 
Hiehl ; the  First  National,  John  B.  Fockler. 

liANKS. 

The  first  bank  established  in  this  county  was 
chartered  under  the  name  of  “The  First  National 
Rank  of  Selin’s  Grove.”  On  the  1st  day  of 
January,  180-1,  a number  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  the  town,  as  well  of  the  county, 
cnteied  into  articles  in  w riting  for  the  purpose  of 
v organizing  a banking  association  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  banking,  as  provided  by  act  of 
Congress  approved  February  25,  1866,  and  to 
bo  known  as  the  PirsL  National  Bank  of  Selin’s 


Grove.  In  pursuance  to  the  articles  of  association 
entered  into,  the  stockholders  met  on  the  1 St h 
day  of  January,  18(5  I , at  the  public-house  of 
Mrs.  Seharf,  in  the  borough  of  Selin’s  Grove, 
which  then  stood  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
M arket  and  Chestnut  Streets.  James  K.  Davis, 
William  F.  Eckert  and  Benjamin  Schoeh  were 
chosen  as  judges  to  hold  an  election  for  nine 
directors.  This  election  resulted  in  the  selection 
of  the  following  persons,  who  composed  the 
first  board  of  the  bank,  viz.:  George  Sell  mire, 
Henry  C.  Eyer,  William  F.  Wagenscller,  A. 
C.  Simpson,  Joseph  Eyster,  Henry  N.  Backus, 
Moses  Specht,  George  C.  Moyer  and  M.  B. 
Holman.  This  board  met  for  the  first  time 
January  21,  1864,  at  the  office  of  George 
Sell  mire,  then  standing  on  the  north  side  of 
Pine  Street,  a short  distance  west  of  Market 
Street,  and  unanimously  elected  George  Sell  mire, 
Esq.,  their  first  president.  On  the  5th  of 
March,  1864,  Calvin  B.  North,  Esq.,  was  unan- 
imously elected  cashier  of  the  bank,  and  at 
once  entered  upon  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
which  at  this  time  consisted  in  arranging  books, 
and  papers  prior  to  the  transaction  of  banking 
business.  On  the  5th  of  April,  1864,  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  controller  of  currency  was  re- 
ceived authorizing  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Selin’s  Grove  to  commence  the  business  of 
banking.  This  banking  institution  first  opened 
its  place  of  business  twm  doors  above  the 
northeast  corner  of  Market  and  Walnut  Streets, 
where  business  was  conducted  until  December, 
1868,  when  they  moved  into  the  new  building 
just  completed  by  the  bank,  standing  on  the 
third  lot  above  tbe  said  corner  of  Market  and 
Walnut  Streets.  Here  they  still  continue  to  do 
business.  Mr.  Sell n ure  and  Mr.  North  since 
(heir  first  election  have  continued  as  president 
and  cashier  to  the  present  time.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  proper  to  state  that  Mr.  B.  F. 
Gregory  has  been  the  efficient  and  well-trusted 
teller  of  the  institution  from  September,  1864, 
to  the  present,  time. 

At  this  wonting  the  bank  is  conducted  by  the 
following  otlicers  : President,  George  Sehnuro; 
Cashier,  Calvin  B.  North;  'Teller,  B.  F.  Greg- 
ory ; Clerk,  I1’.  A.  Norman. 

Gkok<;k  Sciinukk,  Esq.,  was  born  in  Penn 
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township  on  December  28,  1811,  of  German 
ancestry.  1 1 is  grandfather,  John  George 
Srhnnrc,  according  to  the  records  ol  the  church 
in  I hidcuhnpeu,  Germany,  was  married  to  one 
Anna  Catharine  lUennor.  Ol  this  union  John 
Christian  Sehnure,  the  tiitherof  ( Jeorge,  was  born 
at  Dudcnhopeu,  in  the  princi])ality  of  Hesse 
Cassel,  July  2,  17(18.  In  1781,  John  Christian 
Sehnure  left  his  homeand  natiye  land  and  emi- 
grated to  this  country,  knowing  that  upon  the 
termination  of  the  voyage  a bondage  for  a term 
of  years  awaited  him  to  pay  his  passage.  Upon 
his  arrival  the  captain  of  the  vessel  bound  him 
for  three  years  to  a farmer  named  Uge,  residing 
in  Berks  County,  and  all  he  earned  in  that  time 
went  to  pay  his  fare,  clothing  and  board.  After 
serving  out  his  time  he  moved  to  what  is  now 
Middle  Creek  township,  Snyder  County,  where 
he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Pontius,  who,  at 
an  early  age,  had  removed  with  her  parents 
from  Philadelphia  to  that  locality.  She  was 
born  February  18,  1776,  and  died  in  Hartley 
township,  Union  County,  Sept.  17,1852.  John 
Christian  Sehnure  died  July  27,  1827.  Their 
children  were  Catharine,  who  married  Tobias 
Miller,  and  settled  in  Venango  County ; Henry, 
who  has  descendants  living  in  Michigan  and  In- 
diana;  Elizabeth,  married  to  Charles  Smith,  de- 
scendants living  in  Centre  and  Union  Counties; 
Christian,  descendants  living  in  Centre  and 
Union  Counties ; Michael,  descendants  living  in 
Union  County;  Mary,  died  unmarried;  George, 
who  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; Devi,  descend- 
ants living  in  Ohio;  Margaret,  married  to  Rob- 
ert Eneas,  descendants  living  in  Union  Comity. 

During  his  early  life  George  Sehnure  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm.  During  the  winter  sea- 
son he  had  from  two  to  three  months’  instruc- 
tion in  schools  where  some  were  taught  In  Eng- 
lish and  others  in  German.  'The  remainder  of 
the  year  was  spent  at  work.  When  but  nine 
years  of  age  lie  left  the  parental  roof  and  was 
employed  by  Robert  Poster,  who  kept  a store  in 
llartlclon.  This  (‘ally  beginning  impressed 
upon  his  youthful  mind  a love  lor  mercantile 
pursuits  and  laid  the  foundation  for  that  Indus- 
try and  thrift,  which,  in  after  years,  resulted  in 
financial  success.  After  serving  Mr.  Foster  a 
short  time,  he  returned  to  his  father’s  farm, 


VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

where  he  remained  during  the  summer,  and 
then  entered  the  service  of  A.  J ).  Hahn,  who 
kept  store  and  tavern  in  Ilartleton,  and  re- 
mained four  years.  In  1825  Mr.  Hahn  moved 
to  New  Berlin  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  ( Jeorge  Sehnure  accompanied  him, 
remained  his  cleric  for  one  year  and  then  went 
to  Northumberland,  and  for  three  years  was  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  John  A.  Sterrett.  The 
store  then  being  purchased  by  John  Guyer,  lie 
continued  with  the  new  owner  nine  months. 

In  1833  Mr.  Sehnure  came  to  Selin’s  Grove, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  former  employer,  John  A. 
Sterrett.  Their  store  stood  on  the  second  lot 
from  the  northeast  corner  of  Market  and  Wal- 
nut Streets.  After  continuing  this  partnership 
for  three  years,  Mr.  Sterrett,  having  sold  his 
interest  to  Henry  C.  Ever,  retired  from  the 
firm.  Eyer  A:  Sehnure  remained  in  business 
for  seven  years,  when  they  disposed  of  the  store 
to  Gundrum  & Reichard.  Two  years  later  Mr. 
Sehnure  entered  into  partnership  with  James 
lv.  Davis,  Jr.,  and  opened  a general  store  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  Market  and  Pine  streets. 
Mr.  Sehnure  having  bought  the  property  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  said  streets,  the  store 
was  moved  to  that  place,  where  he  and  Mr. 
Davis  continued  in  the  general  mercantile, 
grain  and  shipping  business  for  twelve  years. 
In  1858  the  store  was  sold  to  Charles  S.  Davis 
and  Lewis  R.  Hummel.  About  I860  Mr. 
Sehnure  bought  back  Charles  S.  Davis’  interest, 
and  engaged  in  business  with  Mr.  Hummel. 
This  new  firm  continued  four  years,  when  Mr, 
Sehnure  withdrew  and  devoted  the  several 
years  following  to  settling  up  the  partnership 
a Ifairs.  In  1868  he  formed  a partnership  with 
Daniel  (la rev,  and  purchased  the  Maine  Saw- 
Mill  property  from  Scribner  & Perkins,  at  a 
cost  of  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  lumber  trade  until  1873,  when, 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Carey,  he  devoted  his 
time  to  settling  up  the  business  allairs  as  well 
as  the  estate  of  his  deceased  partner.  In 
September,  1878,  Mr.  Sehnure  bought  out 
A.  Krieger’s  and  J.  Raw  ling’s  interest  in  the 
flouring-mill  at  the  upper  end  of  Selin’s 
Grove,  and  became  a partner  with  his  son, 
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II.  ]).  Schnurc,  who  had  previously  been  in 
partnership  with  Krieger  & Pawling.  Mi’. 
Schnurc  continues  in  the  milling,  grain  and 
lluii r business  with  his  son.  They  have  rebuilt 
dir  mill,  added  new  and  improved  machinery, 
!■  erected  a large  grain-house  and  connected  the 
i mill  with  the  railroad  by  means  of  a siding. 
About  1850  Mr.  Schnurc  was  elected  a director 
in  the  Northumberland  Hank,  and  was  frequent- 
|v  re-elected.  Upon  the  removal  of  the  bank 
to  Sunbury  he  was  continued,  and  is  a director 
at  the  present  time.  On  January  21,  1 80  4,  he 
was  elected  the  first  president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Selin’s  Grove  (formerly  the 
Northumberland  Bank),  and  for  almost  twenty- 
three  vears  has  continued  to  fill  this  position. 
He  has  frequently  served  as  a school  director,  as 
chief  burgess  and  as  Councilman.  About  18(18 
he  was  president  of  the  Sunbury  and  Lewis- 
town  Railroad,  then  known  as  the  Middle 
Creek  Railroad,  and  during  his  administration 
part  of  the  grading  w as  done.  For  many  years 
lie  was  president  of  the  board  of  directors  ol 
the  Missionary  Institute.  Throughout  this 
eventful  business  career  Mr.  Sclnmre  was 
always  successful,  resulting  in  the  accumula- 
tion of  much  wealth  and  property.  lie  was 
married,  September  28,  18-11,  lo  Miss  Cordoba 
Davis,  a daughter  of  James  K.  Uavis,  Sr.,  and 
a granddaughter  on  her  maternal  side  of  An- 
thony Selin,  the  tbunder  of  the  town.  Mrs. 
Sclnmre  died  March  I,  1851).  Their  children 
are  Francis  Marion,  born  November  18,  IS  In, 
married  to  Miss  Laura  Gross,  of  New  Berlin, 
November  11,  18(18,  died  October  5,  1871  ; 
John  Svlvoslor,  born  January  21,  J S IS;  died 
March  In,  1881  ; Howard  Davis,  born  October 
30,  1850,  married  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Six,  of 
Mechaniestown,  Md.,  September  20,  1870; 

Mary  Elizabeth  Fyer,  born  January  12,  1858, 
married  to  Ira  C.  Schoeh  October  28,  1878, 
died  June  5,  188  1;  Fmma  Catharine,  born 
January  4,  1857,  married  Harvey  II.  Schoeh 
September  20,  1882. 

< ) u the  1 5th  of  April,  180.8,  Mr.  Schnurc 
was  married,  the  second  lime,  to  Miss  Amanda 
Spvker,  of  Lev  isburgh.  She  died  January  I I, 
1877,  after  an  illness  of  a few  hours. 

In  the  various  walks  of  life  Mr.  Schnurc 
V 


has  ever  been  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  His 
opinion  and  advice  have  for  many  years  been 
sought  and  carefully  followed  by  many  of  his 
fellow-men.  His  economy,  perseverance  and 
discretion  have  been  carefully  studied  and  prac- 
ticed by  those  desiring  to  advance  in  life. 
When  a cause  was  just  and  deserving  of  aid,  his 
heart  contained  a sympathetic  chord  that  could 
always  be  touched  by  the  hand  of  charity. 

Calvin  B.  Noktii,  now  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Selin’s  Grove,  is  a native  of  Juniata 
County,  and  was  born  at  McA listerville  March 
28,  1824.  His  early  years  were  spent  under 
the  parental  roof  and  in  attending  the  public 
schools  of  that  day.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entered  a store  at  Thompsontown  as  clerk, 
where  he  remained  five  years.  He  then  went 
to  Philadelphia,  and  for  six  months  clerked  in 
a wholesale  dry-goods  store.  Returning  to  his 
native  place,  he  embarked  in  general  merchan- 
dising, in  partnership  with  his  father,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  relation  for  eight  vears.  He  then 
spent  about  one  year  in  the  Western  States.  I n 
1857  Mr.  North  received  an  appointment  as 
clerk  in  the  Interior  Department  at  Washington, 
D.  C.,  under  President  Pmchunan’s  administra- 
tion. Mere  lie  remained  until  November, 

1 8(J  I . In  February,  18(12,  Ik;  entered  the 
M illlin  County  Bank,  at  Lcwislown,  as  teller, 
and  continued  until  March,  1804,  when  he  was 
elected  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Selin’s  Grove.  Outlie  5lh  of  January,  1805, 
Mr.  North  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Richter, 
daughter  of  the  late  Peter  Richter,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Selins  Grove.  Their  only  son  and 
child  living,  Koseoe  C.  North,  was  born  Julv 
25,  1800,  and  is  now  attending  the  Media 
Academy.  The  parents  of  Mr.  North  are 
John  North  and  Jane  Huston,  a daughter 
of  Hugh  McAlister,  the  founder  of  McAlister-  t- 
ville.  They  both  had  an  extensive  relationship 
in  Juniata  County,  and  reared  a large  and 
intelligent  family,  viz.  : Calvin  B.;HughM., 
of  Columbia,  Pa.  ; Thomas  K.,  of  Carbondalc, 
111.;  Adolphus,  of  St.  Clair  County.  Ilk; 
Samuel  F.,  of  Carbondalc,  III.;  Fdmmid  D.,  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.  ; John  I )a  I las,  of  St.  Clair,  III.; 
and  Jennie  E.,  intermarried  with  Dr.  Washing- 
ton  [tighter,  of  Columbia,  Pa. 
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Tiih  Snyder  County  Bank  was  estab- 
lished in  1861).  It  was  a private  association 
and  carried  on  (lie  business  of  deposits  and  dis- 
counting until  1874,  when  it  suspended. 

Its  business  was  conducted  in  (lie  room  first 
occupied  by  the  National  Hank,  and  afterward 
in  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  post-olliec. 

Newspapers. — The  papers  now  published 
in  this  borough  arc  the  Snyder  County  Tribune 
and  the  Selin’s  drove  Times.  Fora  time  the 
American  Lutheran  was  published  here,  by  Rev. 
Peter  Anstadt,  who  was  its  editor;  also  the 
Lost,  Amos  Stroll  and  Israel  Gutelius,  editors. 
It  is  now  published  at  Middleburg.  The  Cour- 
ier, E.  P.  & A.  G.  Eohbaeh,  editors,  now  pub- 
lished at  Freeburg,  was  started  here.  The  Tri- 
bune was  established  in  1854  at  Middleburg  ; 
in  1858  John  Bilger  became  the  proprietor  and 
editor,  who  conducted  it  with  success  until  18G7. 
Mr.  1 >ilgcr  then  sold  it  to  Joseph  A.  Lombard,  , 
who  continued  to  publish  it  at  Middleburg  un- 
til 1871,  when  he  removed  to  Selin’s  Grove  and 
has  here  continued  its  publication  to  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Lombard  has  a well-equipped  print- 
ing-ollice,  both  as  to  type  and  presses.  The 
paper  is  a weekly,  and  has  always  been  Repub- 
lican in  politics. 

The  history  of  the  Times  is  as  follows:  As  far 
back  as  1815,  J.  Y.  Kennedy  edited  and  pub- 
lished a paper  in  New  Berlin  called  the  Union. 
About  the  1st  of  September  in  the  same  year 
Kennedy  sold  out  to  Henry  Shoup,  who  then 
became  the  editor  and  publisher.1  In  1822, 
Nathaniel  Ileurie  bought  the  New  Berlin  Ga- 
zette from  Frederick  Wise,  and,  uniting  it  with 
the  I'nihii  tailed  1 lie  liimii  'Ilmen  at.  New  Per 
liu.  In  1825,  John  Cummings,  Jr.,  became 
the  proprietor;  and  after  him,  John  A.  Sterrett. 

( )n  September  12,  188  1,  John  S.  Ingram,  who 
had  become  the  proprietor,  disposed  of  the 
paper  to  James  M.  Kuester,  who  also  retired 
December  10th  following,  whereupon  Gabriel 
Ycrick  became  the  editor  and  proprietor.  In 
1842  the  paper  was  published  by  Jacob  Reichley 
A,  Co.,  with  John  M.  Panin  as  editor.  Mr. 
Pa u m afterwards  became  the  proprietor.  Short ly 

1 The  iil)OVc  is  jm(  lien  lie,  sint.-i;  iiucpms  was  lia  I to  tin; 
imjxwM  of  t lint  tlalc,  a file  of  which  it-,  how  in  l ho  possession 
of  Franklin  Wei  rick,  of  Selin’s  drove. 


after  the  formation  of  Snyder  County,  Daniel 
S.  Boyer,  Henry  Mot/  and  others,  having  pur- 
chased this  paper,  removed  the  same  to  Free- 
burg, where  it  was  published  for  three  inontlis, 
and  then  taken  to  Middleburg,  the  paper  having 
been  purchased  by  Simon  Ncuwahl,  then  pub- 
lisher of  the  Snyder  County  Journal.  Mr.  Xeii- 
walil  combined  the  two  papers  in  one  and  called 
it  the  Journal  and  Times,  which  lie  continued 
but  a short  time,  and  on  December  28,  1857, 
Franklin  Wciriek  purchased  the  one-half  inter- 
est and  became  the  editor.  On  the  1st  of  April, 
1858,  the  paper  was  moved  to  Selin’s  Grove 
and  called  the  Selin’s  Grove  Times.  Mr.  Neu- 
wald  continued  his  interest  in  the  paper  until 
1861,  when  Mr.  Weiriek  became  the  sole  pro- 
prietor and  editor,  and  continued  the  publication 
until  January  1,  1882.  He  then  disposed  of 
the  paper  to  T.  Benton  Ulrich,  who  since  that 
time  lias  continued  to  be  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor. This  paper  has  always  been  Democratic 
in  principles  and  is  published  weekly. 

Set.in’s  Grove  Diuvino  and  Park  Associ- 
ation.— At  May  term  of  court,  1877,  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons  presented  a petition  to 
court  asking  to  be  incorporated  by  the  name 
and  title  “Selin’s  Grove  Driving  and  Park  Asso- 
ciation,” for  agricultural  and  other  purposes, 
viz.:  Dr.  B.  F.  Wagcnseller,  S.  Gemberling,  L. 
E.  Pawling,  Charles  Miller,  H.  J.  Ritter, 
George  Selin ure,  Jonas  Trexler,  C.  II.  Boyer, 
Philip  Ililbish,  F.  J.  Sclioch  and  A.  Z.  Schocli. 
The  organization  owned  ten  acres  of  land,  situ- 
ate in  Penn  township,  bordering  on  the  Susque- 
hanna River  and  Pennsylvania  Canal.  Thu 

capital  slock  was  four  llioiiMiind  dollara.  The 
shares  of  stock  were  forty  dollars,  and  one  hun- 
dred shares  of  stock  were  to  be  issued.  The  as- 
sociation was  managed  by  ten  directors.  The 
court  granted  articles  of  incorporation  at  Sep- 
tember term,  1 877. 

An  agricultural  society  was  organized  in 
1872,  which  has  held  annual  fairs  at  Selin’s 
Grove  every  year  up  to  1885,  when  the  thir- 
teenth animal  fair  was  held.  This  association 

held  their  lairs  on  the  [rroiind  of  the  Park  A — 

I ^ 

soeialion,  and  erected  buildings,  etc.,  on  which 

to  place  articles  brought  for  exhibit  ion,  ami  stalls 

were  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  cal  lie. 
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li'-orgc  Ililbish  (deceased),  of  F reciting,  served 
nr  year  as  president.  George  C.  Moyer,  Esq., 
if  Kreelnirg,  served  one  year  ami  Professor  1 X 
S.  Royer,  of  FreeRiirg,  -civcd  eight  years, 
uni  Jonas  Trexlcr  is  now  president.  Miles 
Wetzel  lias  been  the  cflieient  secretary  from  its 
organization  to  the  present  time.  \\  lien  Pro- 
f.-ssor  Royer  retireil  from  the  presidency  he  de- 
livered an  address,  in  which  he  stated  “That 
:li is  society  has  met  all  her  obligations;  fulfilled 
ill  her  promises.” 

Societies. — Lafayette  Lodge,  Xo.  194,  A.  Y. 
M.,  was  organized  in  182.4.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  charter  members  : Henry  C.  Ever,  J. 
11.  Lotz,  M.D.,  Henry  AY.  Snyder,  G.  Ilcbcrling, 
Grove,  E.  Hartnell,  J.  Stees,  H.  Am  berg, 
(’.  Derring,  George  Hcrrold,  Henry  Lotz,  John 
Mania  and  John  Cummings.  This  lodge  has 
always  continued  in  a flourishing  condition,  and 
lias  numbered  among  its  members  some  of  the 
most  highly  respected  and  influential  citizens  of 
the  county. 

Selin’s  Grove  Lodge,  Xo.  107,  I.  O.  of  O.  E., 
was  organized  August  17,  l84(i.  The  charter 
members  were  John  Swi noford,  J.  AI.  App, 
Frederick  Gundrum,  Jonas  Rergstresser  and 
Andrew  AYingert.  In  1877  it  had  one  hundred 
and  eightv-four  members.  In  1870  the  Odd- 
Fellows'  Hall,  a large  two-story  brick  building, 
was  erected.  The  first  story  of  this  building 
contains  a large  hall,  with  theatrical  stage,  while 
the  second  story  is  arranged  to  accommodate 
secret  societies.  The  present  officers  of  the 
lodge  are  Frederick  Hare,  X.  G. ; HAY.  ITeint- 
zleman,  A".  G. ; L.  H.  Baker,  Sec. ; P.  K. 
Blecker,  Asst.  Sec. ; II.  J.  Doelder,  Treas. ; IE 
J.  Docbler,  Hist.  Dept.  G.  M. 

William  Curtis  Encampment,  Xo.  164,  I.  O. 
of  O.  F.,  was  organ izc.il  February  29,  1868. 
The  charter  members  were  J.  \Y  . ( i angler,  1 1.  E. 
Richter,  A.  R.  Hicstaml,  J.  P.  Kant/.,  John  11. 
Wcnrich,  William  Gernberling  and  Joseph 
Weiirich.  The  present  ollicers  arc  II.  J.  Docbler, 
G r.;  G.  A.Hopper,  S.A\  J.  R.  Fodder,  J.  W.; 
II.  E.  Melvel  vy,  II.  P. ; L.  I).  Raker,  Scribe; 
J.  R.  Koehler,  Treas. ; J.  R.  Koehler,  Hist. 

Dept.  < i . 1 ’. 

Lodges  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  Good 
Templars,  Patriotic  Sons  of  America,  and 


Knights  of  Pythias  each  had  an  existence  in 
Selin’s  Grove  for  a time. 

Captain  C.  S.  Davis  Post,  Xo.  148,  G.  A.  It., 
was  named  in  honor  of  Captain  Charles  S. 
Davis,  who  enlisted  from  this  (own  August  26, 
1862,  and  who  was  fatally  wounded  while  gal- 
lantly leading  his  company  at  the  battle  of 
Ringgold,  Ga.,  November  28,  1844.  This  post 
was  chartered  January  22,  1880.  flic  following 
is  the  list  of  its  charter  members  : A.  \Y.  Potter, 
J.  A.  Lumbard,  M.  S.  Sell  rover,  Ii.  F.  Wagen- 
seller,  J.  R.  ltariek,  II.  Allcmau,  R.  T.  Parks, 
John  Spall r,  Henry  Docbler,  M.  R.  Gardner, 
Henry  Renner,  Michael  Shatfer,  Ixitt  Ulrich, 
Fred.  R.  Ulrich,  Levi  Fisher.  Since  the  organ- 
ization ninety  comrades  have  been  added  to  the 
roll.  For  two  years  after  its  establishment 
the  post  had  the  free  use  of  the  furnished  room 
belonging  to  the  survivors  of  Captain  Davis’ 
company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Forty -seventh 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  The  post 
then  rented  the  furnished  room  of  the  Odd- 
Fellows.  In  1884  they  rented  the  hall  on  the 
third  floor  of  Holmes’  building  and  beautifully 
furnished  the  same.  Here  they  continue  to  hold 
their  meetings.  The  following  comrades  have 
held  the  position  of  Post  Commander,  and  in 
the  order  named  : AT.  S.  Schrover,  two  years; 
J.  A.  Lumbard,  John  Ranch,  M.  L.  Vagenscl- 
ler,  R.  T.  Paries  and  H.  Renner,  each  one  year. 

Postmasters. — The  following  is  a list  of  the 
postmasters  from  1846  to  date  : 

Matthew  Goan,  Janies  17.  Davis,  Jr.,  Daniel  Baker, 
Anthony  Keenstlcr,  James  Agon,  M . J.  App,  J.  G.  L. 
Shindel,  Jeremiah  Crouse,  Aaron  Hat-singer,  Calvin 
Gutelius,  Mary  K.  Snyder,  George  It.  Hendricks. 

JrsTicKS  of  the  Pf.aci;. — The  names  of  the 
justices,  together  with  the  date  of  their  election, 
were, — 

John  Einmitt,  April  10,  1855;  Jacob  Kiblet,  April 
10,  1855;  S.  W.  Parks,  April  12,  1850;  John  Einmitt, 
April  10,  180(1;  George  A.  Massinger,  April  12,  1804 
(resigned);  George  Eby,  April  24,  1805;  Benj.  House- 
worth,  April  24,  1805;  George  Eby,  March  22.  InO; 
Benj.  Huusewerth,  March  22,  187U;  George  Eby, 
March  13,1875;  Benj.  Housewerth,  March  13,1875 
(deceased) ; Isaac  Burns,  August  20,  1878  (vice  House- 
wcrtli);  Isaac  Borns,  March  27,  1S79;  Charles  R. 
Kishi-I,  March  30,  l.HSO;  Isaac  Burns,  April  15,  1884; 
Charles  R.  Uislicl,  April  IS,  1SX5.1 

1 Tlie  history  of  the  Borough  of  Selin's  Grove  was  written 
hy  Horace  Alleman,  IImj. 
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OIL  A PT  10  R VII. 

M ii'Du:i;unu. 

Mi  i > f / 1 , i ; i : i ' u< ; is  ccnl nil  ly  located  ten  miles 
west  of  Selin’s  Grove,  mid  lienee  wns  selected  as 
the  sent  of  justice  upon  the  formation  ol  Snyder 
County,  in  Is’)").  'The  town  was  laid  out  in 
1800  on  (lie  south  side  ol  Middle  Creelc,  on  the 
land  of  John  Swinetdrd,and  was  for  many  years 
called  Swinefordslown.  The  survey  of  the  town- 
id  at  of  one  hundred  and  live  lots  was  made  by 
Frederick  Evans,  a man  of  much  prominence 
in  his  day  and  generation.  In  1801  a number 
of  lots  were  sold.  At  the  time  the  town  was 
laid  out  there  wore  several  houses  standing,  and 
as  earlv  as  1787  John  Swincford  had  a tavern 
at  the  place.  The  lots  were  sold  subject  to  a 
ground-rent  of  one  dollar  per  year  forever; 
when  this  burden  was  removed  is  not  known, 
but  at  this  time  the  lots  are  held  clear  of  all  en- 
cumbrance's. In  the  year  1802  the  following 
assessment  is  show  n for  Sw'inefordstowu  : John 
Aurand,  joiner  ; John  Fpler;  David  Fry,  shoe- 
maker ; Jacob  Fry,  Sr.;  Mark  Kennel;  Jacob 
Lech  nor,  inn-keeper;  David  List ; Isaac  Mcrtx; 
Zaeharias  Mussina  ; John  Nelson  ; Martin 
Smith,  cooper  : Robert  Smith;  George  Spade; 
George  Swincford  ; David  Spade;  John  .Miller; 
Michael  Nvant ; Michael  Wittenmyer,  clock- 
maker,  This  was  one  of  the  voting-places  for 
Penn’s  township.  The  election  returns  for 
1802  show  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  votes 
cast  for  l ion.  Samuel  Maelay  for  State  Senator. 

Michael  Wittenmyer  was  the  first  postmaster 
for  M.iddleburg.  lie  was  appointed  in  1811 
and  continued  in  ollice  until  182(>.  I lis  succes- 
sors have  been  Frederick  Stees,  182G  to  1820; 
Henry  A.  Smith;  Judge  Jacob  W ittenmyer, 
1811  to  1818;  Samuel  Wittenmyer,  1818  to 
187)2;  Henry  A.  Smith,  187)2  to  1 8(1 1 ; Jacob 
Aurand,  18(11  to  18(17);  John  II.  Wright, 
Robert  W.  Smith,  Mrs.  Robert  Wr.  Smith,  Ja- 
cob Aurand,  J.  W.  Dreese,  Dr.  G.  E.  ilassingcr, 
Samuel  \V  ilteinnyer  and  Dr.  I .<  1.  Parker,  pres- 
ent incumbent.  The  lirsl  postmaster  to  intro- 
duce the  letter-boxes  in  his  ollice  was  Jacob 
Aurand.  The  ollice  when  under  the  Smiths 
was  in  the  bar-room  ofthe  Black  Ilorsc  Tavern. 


Beneath  the  heavy  walnut  bar  was  a large 
drawer,  and  from  this  were  the  letters  for  the 
citizens  delivered. 

Middleburg  was  in  Centre  township  until 
the  erection  of  Franklin,  in  187)8,  and  remained 
part  of  Franklin  until  I8(i  l,  when  the  town 
was  incorporated  into  a borough.  The  first 
chief  burgess  of  the  borough  was  A.  J.  Peters, 
and  the  first  Council  was  composed  of  Hr.  J. 
Y.  Shindcl,  Robert  AV.  Smith,  Absalom  Snyder, 
David  Ranch,  Samuel  AUeman. 

Newspapers.— The  first  newspaper  in  the 
place  was  established  in  1854,  called  the  Volks- 
freund,  printed  in  German,  and  edited  by  An- 
drew' J.  Peters,  who  moved  the  paper  here  from 
New  Berlin.  Its  publication  was  continued  at 
Middleburg  until  about  1875,  when  it  was  re- 
moved to  one  of  the  eastern  counties.  The  ed- 
itors of  the  paper  were  A.  J.  Peters,  John  It. 
Stoll,  Peter  Hackenbcrg,  D.  Bolender,  J.  A. 
Fttinger,  W.  II.  Beaver  and  Mr.  Gearing.  The 
Snyder  Comity  Tribune  was  established  in  1855 
by  M.  T.  1 Ieiiitzleman.  The  successive  pub- 
lishers were  1 Ieiiitzleman  A Young,  Young  A 
Lewis,  Bilger  & Lewis.  Bilgcr,  Gift  ct  Myers, 
Lombard  & Myers,  and,  finally,  J.  A.  Ltun- 
bard,  who  now  publishes  the  paper  at  Selin’s 
Grove.  The  Snyder  County  Journal  was 
established  in  1855,  Weirick  & Newhall  being 
the  publishers.  They  then  purchased  the  Union 
Times  from  Henry  Motz,  of  Frceburg,  and, 
consolidating  the  two,  called  their  paper  The 
Journal  and  Times.  This  paper  was  removed 
to  Selin’s  Grove,  and  named  The  Selin’s  Grove 
Times,  with  Franklin  Weirick  as  editor  and 
proprietor.  The  paper  is  now  owned  and  ed- 
ited by  f.  It.  Ulrich.  ’ The  M iddlcl >u rg  J’osl  was 
established  in  1803  by  Jeremiah  Crouse,  Esq. 
After  continuing  as  its  proprietor  and  alitor 
until  1881,  he  sold  to  T.  IF  Harter,  the  present 
editor  and  proprietor. 

Fiuks. — Though  Middleburg  has  been  for- 
tunate in  escaping  much  loss  by  lire,  yet  there 
are  several  instances  which  should  be  recorded 
as  matters  of  history.  A Iter  midnight  on  June 
I,  187)1,  the  Irame  house  ol  Albright  Swine- 
lord,  I lien  used  as  a tavern,  was  burned.  Mr. 
Swincford  soon  erected  a line  brick  bouse  on 
the  same  site,  which  he  has  since  used  as  a pri- 
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v;ite  residence.  In  18(57  a fire  destroyed  the 
n-idence  and  store  ofS.  S.  Schoeh,  the  tin-sho|) 
-i'  I).  'I'.  Rhodes  ami  the  residence  of  John 
M.  Smith.  These  properties  oxlendcd  I'ronillie 
northeast  eorner  of  Market  and  Sugar  Streets 
to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Albright  Swineford. 
Samuel  \\  iltenmycr  has  since  erected  a line 
hick  dwelling  on  the  eorjier.  About  1878  an- 
other fire  destroyed  the  carpenter-shop  of  C.  \V. 
Cathennan  and  the  residence  of  Dr.  J.  \V. 
Rockefeller.  This  site  is  now  occupied  by  the 
residence  of  Jacob  Gilbert,  Esq.  A few  years 
prior  to  this  last  lire,  about  1875,  the  store  occu- 
pied by  C.  C.  Seebold  was  destroyed,  a little 
alter  midnight. 

In  ii  a a [tat  a xts  and  Occupations,  1814. — John 
Atirand,  Frederick  Hippie,  Robert  Hasslet,  Jacob 
Miller,  Philip  Wetzel,  Michael  Shultz,  carpenters; 
George  Aurand,  John  Rower,  saddlers  ; John  Annual 
Gorge  Bolender,  James  Barbin,  blacksmiths;  John 
Bolender,  Thomas  Shipton,  justices  of  the  peace; 
Henry  Bolender,  Andrew  Stalneeker,  Jacob  Swine- 
ford, Henry  'little,  hatters;  Jacob  Bilger,  Peter 
Eiscnhour,  Peter  Frain,  George  Bilger,  George 
Shambach,  masons;  John  Bolender,  Jr.,  Jacob  Gil- 
bert, Philij)  Ritter,  Edward  Fryer,  William  De  Haven, 
Fannie  l Mertz,  shoemakers;  Benjamin  Bowersox, 
Daniel  Bowersox,  Jtteob  Lawyer,  Isaac  Mertz,  Isaac 
Yarnell,  George  Yeager,  George  Smith,  Joint  Guinby, 
Jacob  Miller,  laborers  ; Jacob  Baitler,  weaver  ; Alex- 
ander Cummings,  Jacob  Oswaldt,  Peter  Beistle,  Ali- 
chael  Deibert,  tailors  ; Edward  Fanis,  Philip  Deal, 
John  Elate,  inn-keepers  ; George  Frederick,  Christian 
Fltambaeh,  wagoners;  Jeremiah  Hussingcr,  Leonard 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Smith,  Samuel  Boyer, 
tanners;  Abraham  Lose,  cooper ; Peter  llackenburg, 
Peter  Snyder,  schoolmasters;  George  Heim,  minis- 
ter; Abraham  Frederick,  miller ; John  Mover,  Thom- 
as Wtill  is,  Christian  P.  Shlemm,  doctors;  William 
Reuser,  blue  dyer;  Frederick  Steese,  Philip  Deel, 
John  Steese,  store-keepers;  Michael  Wittcnmycr, 
elock-makcr.  In  1814  there  was  one  lot  in  Alid- 
illolnirg  assessed  in  the  name  of  Simon  Snyder,  Gov- 
ernor. 

1820. — Jacob  Fryer,  inn-keeper  until  1850;  George 
Aurand,  justice  of  the  peace ; John  Bi  high  tins,  doctor ; 
John  Rower,  inn-keeper  until  PS, '18;  Lewis  Bertram, 
itin-keeper  until  1882;  James  Barbin,  blacksmith  un- 
til 1858;  Samuel  Gatiglcr,  inn-keeper  until  1841; 
Daniel  Bogar,  store-keeper;  John  Cummings,  Jr., 
store-keeper;  Frederick  Steese.  store-keeper;  Jona- 
than Holmes,  doctor  until  1885;  John  lligldey, 
schoolmaster;  Rev.  Jacob  Smith,  minister. 

1882. — Charles  Cummings,  store-keeper;  Jacob 
Fisher,  iim-kecpcr;  Samuel  Cuss,  tan-yard  ; William 


Garrrfan,  Lutheran  minister  until  1841 ; Anthony 
Iyinstlcr,  apothecary  ; Michael  Wittcnmycr,  justice  of 
the  peace;  Jacob  Wittcnmycr,  store-keeper  ; Samuel 
Witten  my  or,  store- keeper. 

1885.  -George  Royer,  tanner  until  1850;  Daniel 
Berkley,  inn-keeper;  Frederick  Evans;  Simon 
Frank,  merchant  until  1888;  Lewis  Gust,  tanner; 
George  Motz,  tanner;  George  McGinnis,  teacher; 
Isaac  Smith,  merchant  until  1811;  Jacob  Shannon, 
saddler  until  1844;  John  Smith,  inn-keeper  un- 
til 1844;  George  Swineford,  carpenter  until 
1850;  Jacob  Wittcnmycr,  merchant  until  1858;  John 
Bower,  inn-keeper;  Peter  Frain,  tailor,  still  living 
(1880). 

1838. — Jacob  Aurand,  constable,  justice  of  the 
peace  1840,  tinner  1847  to  1850,  register  and  recorder, 
etc.,  died  in  1884;  Peter  Drcese,  blacksmith  until 
1853  ; Michael  Wittcnmycr,  merchant;  Henry  Walter, 
merchant;  David  Swcnk,  hatter,  assessor  and  justice 
of  the  peace;  Henry  A.  Smith,  inn-keeper  until 
1SG0 ; J.  P.  Shindel,  Lutheran  minister  to  present 
time. 

1841.— Lewis  Bertram,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

1847. — II.  N.  Backhous,  merchant  until  1853; 
Joseph  Fystcr,  physician;  Swengle  & Hussingcr, 
merchants;  John  Smith  was  an  inn-keeper  from 
1835  to  1844,  when  Ire  was  succeeded  by  his  widow, 
Elizabeth  Smith,  who  still  keeps  the  Central  Hotel, 
also  known  as  the  “ Watile  House.”  Airs.  Smith  has 
always  led  a busy  and  industrious  life,  has  always 
been  kind-hearted  and  hospitable,  and  in  her  extreme 
old  age  is  still  noted  for  her  remarkable  activity.  She 
is  known  far  and  wide.  Albright  Swineford,  inn- 
keeper; after  the  destruction  of  his  building  by 
fire,  as  previously  narrated,  Air.  Swineford 
ceased  to  keep  tavern.  He  is  a son  of 
John  Swineford,  tire  founder  of  the  town ; is 
ninety  years  of  age,  hale  and  hearty,  and  no  later 
than  two  years  ago  went  on  Shade  Mountain  and  as- 
sisted in  making  a survey.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  as  corporal,  in  Captain  Ncr  Middles- 
warth’s  company.  Air.  Swineford  has  been  elected  to 
many  of  the  offices  of  the  town  and  township,  lie 
was  a member  of  the  building  committee  of  the 
Lutheran  and  German  Reformed  Church  of  this 
place,  contributing  liberally  towards  its  erection  in 
1834,  and  afterwards  towards  its  remodeling,  about 
18(52. 

Ti i k Evangelical  Lutheran  and  Ke- 
eormed  Church  op  Middeekuru  was  built,  in 
18:34,  of  brick,  with  high  gallery  on  three 
sides  and  a high  pulpit  on  I lie  cast  side.  This 
church  had  a steeple  with  a line-toned  hell  in  it. 
The  building  committee  were  Albright  Swine- 
ford, David  Ziehor,  George  Rolender  and 
George.  Royer.  The  services  tit  the  laying  of 
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the  corner-stone  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Garman,  Rev.  J.  R.  Sliindel,  Sr.,  and  Rev.  | 
Henry  Pries.  The  dedication  services  were 
conducted  l>v  Revs.  d.  I*.  Sliindel,  Sr.,  d.  ti. 

Anspaeh,  Henry  Pries  and Fisher.  At 

this  time  (lie  Reformed  congregation  was  served 
by  Rev.  Henry  Fries,  followed  by  Revs.  Sei- 
bert, Shultze,  A.  !».•  Casper,  Hackman,  S.  Gnte- 
lins,  C.  Z.  Wciscr,  R.D.,  and  d.  K.  Miller, 
d'he  Lutheran  congregation  was  served  by 
Revs.  (Jarman,  Krlenmeyer,  Rnthrantf,  Reiser 
and  Klose. 

About  1 860  the  church  was  remodeled  and 
changed  into  a two-storv  building,  with  base- 
ment  and  audience-room,  and  'vas  rededicated 
by  Rev.  Klose,  d.  C.  Bucher,  I).D.  and  Rev. 
Samuel  Gutclius.  The  following  Reformed 
pastors  have  since  supplied  the  charge  : Revs. 
Samuel  Gutclius,  Tv.  (J.  Hdmunds,  Iloffmeier, 
Sei [>le,  Yearick,  Potterer,  Kohler  and  T.  R. 
Dietz,  the  present  pastor. 

The  Lutherans  were  served  by  Rev.  Klose, 
Rev.  Prof.  IT.  Zeigler,  D.D.,  theological  stu- 
dents of  Missionary  Institute,  R.  Lazarus  Prem- 
inger, Orwig,  Irwine,  Rote,  Brodfeurer,  Ken- 
dall, Spangler  and  S.  P.  Orwig,  the  present 
pastor,  ddiis  church  has,  in  connection,  a large 
and  prosperous  Sabbath-school.  This  church 
was  supplied  by  the  following  pastors  during 
times  when  there  was  no  regular  pastor:  Rev. 
Henry  Aurand,  Rev.  Ephraim  K.  Kicffer,  Rev. 
C.  Z.  Weiser,  D.D.,  Rev.  d.  O.  Bucher,  I >.  I ). 
(Reformed),  and  Rev.  Prof.  II.  Zeigler,  I ).!)., 
Rev.  Willard  and  others  (Lutheran). 

Ginnioir  or  Tin-:  l In  min  Biimtuiikx  in 
(•Hi!  1st. — Tn  1850  Rev.  F.  Hershey  organized 
a class  at  Middlcburg.  Rev.  Hershey  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Rev.  Tv.  W.  Kramner,  under 
whose  pastorate  their  church  was  built, — about 
1853.  This  was  a one-story  brick  structure, 
with  steeple  and  bell.  Prior  to  the  completion 
of  the  court-house,  the  courts  were  held  in  this 
church,  and  the  county  offices  were  in  the 
building  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street. 
'Flic  class,  having  become  permanent  at  this 
lime,  has  thus  continued,  yearly  gaining  in 
strength  and  influence.  Rev.  Kramner,  having 
served  from  1852  until  1855,  was  succeeded  by 
the  following-named  ministers:  Henry  Dark- 


son,  1855  to  1858;  Joseph  Dougherty,  l8o* 
and  1850;  Daniel  Caufman  and  Henry  llil- 
bish  (now  pastor  of  the  Trinity  Reformed 
('hurcli,  at  Hanover,  I’enna.),  in  IMtiO;  Chris- 
tian Caufman  and  Barker,  1800  and  1801; 
.Jacob  Rank)  1802  and  1833;  George  W . I lull- 
man,  1801;  George  Lowery,  1805  and  1800; 
Jacob  List,  1807  and  1808;  Rev.  Shade,  in 
180!);  Samuel  W.  Moan,  in  1870;  William 
Dissinger,  1871;  Amos  Brawl,  1872;  John  K. 
Miller,  187J5;  Amos  Grawl,  1871—77;  Joseph 
Wcnck,  1878;  Peter  TIains,  18711-80;  \\ . 
Gamblin,  1881;  Rev.  Alii ler,  1882-84;  J.  \V. 
Bnehter,  1885.  Tn  1871  the  church  was  en- 
larged and  rebuilt,  a second  story  being  added. 

Tiro  Evaxu iilica l Association  has  an 
organization  in  Middlcburg.  They  have  stated 
services,  but  no  church  building  of  their  own, 
At  present,  they  occupy  the  United  Brethren 
Church. 

Schools. — The  public  schools  are  graded, 
and  are  held  in  the  large  two-story  brick  build- 
ing standing  at  the  end  of  Walnut  Street,  on 
Pine  Street.  Prior  to  the  erection  of  this 
building,  a frame  school-house,  painted  red, 
occupied  the  site.  After  climbing  up  steep 
steps,  the  pupils  entered  a small,  square  entry, 
w hich  led  to  the  main  room.  Within  the  door, 
to  the  left,  sat  the  schoolmaster,  well  supplied 
with  four-feet-long  switches,  and  woe  to  the 
tardy  or  unruly  pupil  that  came  within  his 
convenient  reach,  as  he  entered  that  door. 
The  seats  and  desks  were  made  of  solid  pine 
boards,  planed  smooth  at  iirst,  but  ere  many 
winters  had  passed,  deeply  cut  with  some  favor- 
ite initials  and  characters.  'Fliis  old  school- 
house  on  the  hill  was  called  the  Gravel  Ilill 
Seminary.  There  was  a similar  school-house 
at  the  cast  end  of  the  town,  on  the  lane  that 
leads  to  the  cemetery  of  the  place.  It  stood 
back  of  Motz’s  tannery,  close  by  Stump’s  Run, 
and  was  called  the  Slump's  Hun  Academy. 
Great  rivalries  used  to  exist  between  the  schol- 
ars of  these  two  schools.  Flic  teachers  were 
John  A.  Kttingor,  Daniel  Showers,  Franklin 
Weirick,  Charles  P.  Sw’engel,  John  Pcckman 
and  others.  There  are  at  present  two  schools 
in  the  town,  with  an  attendance  of  eighty 
pupils. 
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Sort  ktiks. — Rost  No.  5G,  (i.  A.  1C,  was  or- 
ganized April,  IXI>7.  'rill*  charter  members 
were  .lolm  7'.  Shindel,  Aaron  k . (Jill,  15.  T. 
Parks,  Joseph  A.  Lombard,  I . I’.  Malley, 
Hiram  Sehwenk,  .lames* A1  usser,  .Joseph  I'lsli, 
.loli n II.  Wri-lil,  Daniel  T.  I i 1 1 on< Is,  William 
,\.  Kister  and  Aaron  I i < m i n i i io<;r.  The  lirsl 
( 'oimiiander  was  I!'.  I . I’aj'ks;  Adjutant,  Joseph 
A.  Immbard.  'This  post  existed  1ml  a lew 
years.  The  last  Commander  was  Robert  Fisen- 
liour,  now  living  in  the  West. 

Captain  George  W.  ltvan  I’ost,  No.  3G  I, 
(I.  A.  R.,  was  named  in  honor  of  a gallant  sol- 
dier who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg. The  organization  of  the  post  took  place 
Aug.  7,  1 88  I,  w it  h twenty-three  charter  members. 
The  first  officers  were  G.  C.  Gulelius,  R.  G. ; J. 
\Y.  Orwig,  S.  Y.  ( ; Theophilus  Swineford,  J. 
Y.C.;  I ).  T.  Rhoads,  Q.  M. ; Dr.  R,.  ltothrock, 
Sing.  ; Dr.  J.  A7.  Shindel,  Chap.  ; F.  1C  Bower, 

I ).  of  D.  ; John  S.  Sleller,  O.  of  G.  ; A.  K. 
(.lift,  Adjt. ; Janies  R.  Smith,  Sgt.-AIaj. 
Thomas  Ralhfon,  ( R AI.  S.  This  post  has 
lilty-two  members.  Albright  Swineford,  a sol- 
dier of  the  War  of  1812,  is  an  honorary  mem- 
ber. The  present  ollieers  are:  R.  C.,  J ).  I1. 
Rhoads;  S.  \r.  C.,  A.  K.  Gift;  J.  \r.  C.,  Nor 
15.  M iddleswarih  ; Stirg.,  Dr.  J.  Y.  Shindel; 
Chap.,  Rev.  S.  R.  Orwig;  O.  of  D.,  Reed 
Jones;  O.  of  G.,  G.  C.  Gutelins;  Q.  AT., 
Thomas  Rathlon  ; Q.  AI.  S.,  Aaron  Renni'nger ; 
Adjt.,  S.  S.  Selioch  ; Sgt.-AIaj.,  Then.  Swineford. 

George  M I laekonberg  Camp,  No.  7(5,  Fast- 
en! Rennsyl vania,  Sons  of'  \reterans,  named  in 
honor  of  Lieutenant.  George  F,  II  aekenberg, 
was  organized  March  o,  LSXb.  The  camp  has 
a membership  id'  fwent  v-six. 

AI UsuiA  tj. — Aliddleburg  has  for  many  years 
iminilesled  an  inleresl  in  (lie  divine  art  of  music. 
Among  its  citizens  are  found  those  who,  as 
performers  on  instruments  or  as  vocalists,  will 
compare  favorably  with  (hose  of  other  parts  ol 
the  Stale. 

The  first  military  band  in  Middleburg  was 
organized  in  IS  It).  I he  original  members 
were  A.  k.  Gift,  John  S.  1 1 assi  ngcr,  \\  i 1 1 lain 
Swell k,  John  I lilgcr,  Joseph  Rohaulcr,  Fdward 
Wetzel,  John  Y.  (Shindel,  T.  U.  Mibighans, 
Aaron  ( I.  Massinger,  .Jacob  A.  Smith  and 


Charles  Royer.  This  band  had  an  existence  of 
about  five  years. 

About  I Xbf)  a second  military  band  was 
organized  with  upright-bell  brass  instruments. 
The  original  members  were  John  A.  Lttinger, 
( '.  L.  Smith,  Ldw.  Wetzel,  John  Reitz,  Jacob 
A.  Smith,  Robert  W.  Kern,  John  I'  rain,  Rhilip 
Swineford,  Christian  Sleiningcr  and  Lewis 
King.  This  band  existed  until  about  J8(it). 

The  third  military  band  was  organized  in 
1 8 G < J . The  original  members  were  A.  K. 
Gift,  Rhilip  Swineford,  I lenry  Raelmian,  James 
C.  Swineford,  John  Ar.  Shindel,  Theophilus 
Swineford,  Benjamin  Bachman,  John  L.  Bolcn- 
dcr,  James  R.  Smith,  Jacob  K.  Snyder,  G. 
Milton  Alotz  and  John  A.  Alotz.  This  band 
had  an  existence  of  four  or  five  years. 

In  1871  the  fourth  military  band  was 
organized,  and  is  still  (1S8G)  in  exist- 
ence. This  band  was  incorporated  September 
2G,  188-1.  Of  the  members  at  the  organization, 
J.  F.  Stetler,  A.  J . ( Vosgrove  and  Calvin  Sleller 
are  still  active  members. 

Rrofessor  J.  F.  Stetler  has  been  conductor 
since  organization.  The  present  officers  are  : 
[‘resident,  AL  K.  Massinger;  Treasurer,  A.  J. 
Crosgrove  ; Secretary,  Calvin  Stetler. 

flic  band  owns  a hall  building,  two  stories 
eighteen  by  thirty-six  feet,  an  elegant  wagon 

O e J / o O 

three  sets  of  uniforms  and  a good  set  of 

o 

instruments. 
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•I  Kit  KM  1 A It  CUOUSU. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
Selin’s  Grove,  Snyder  County,  Ra.,  October  I, 
1828.  lie  was  a son  of  James  Crouse.  Mis 
mother’s  maiden-name  was  Lydia  Singer,  a 
sister  of  Dr.  Singer,  of  Newport,  Rerry  County, 
Ra.  Me  had  five  brothers  and  three  sisters,  viz.: 
Dr.  ( i.  J . Crouse,  ol  Rhiladclphia  ; Dr.  W.  F. 
Crouse,  Cloverland,  Clay  County,  I ml.;  Anna, 
wi  le  ol  Dr.  J . M . Wa  1 1 is,  ol  I ’hi  ladelphia  ; llar- 
riel,  wifi;  ol  Rev.  Jacob  ReLers,  Lutheran  min- 
ister, Alanheim,  Ra.;  Mary,  w ife  of  J.  R.  Smith, 
merchant,  Muncy,  Ra.;  B.  F.  Crouse,  mail  enn- 
Iraelor,  Selin  s Grove  ; J.  t\.  ('rouse,  Newville, 
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Pa.;  Daniel  ('rouse,  attorney-at-law,  Harlan, 
la.  He  received  Ids  education  in  the  common 
schools  at  Selin’s  ( I rove.  1 le  married  I lenrictta, 
daughter  ol  Israel  dutelius,  who  died  at  Mid- 
dlelmrg  ( Mober  1 (i,  I 88  I , leaving  I wo  sons  and 
one  dull  {-■liter.  II  is  oldest  son,  James  (lulclius 
Crouse,  is  an  attorney-at-law,  practicing  at  Mid- 
dlelmrg.  He  was  clerk  in  the  prothonotary’s 
olliee  a number  ol  years,  which  brought  him  in 
contact  with  the  business  men  of  the  county, 


In  the  spring  of  18 do  he  was  elected  high 
constable  of  the  borough  of  Selin’s  drove;  re- 
elected in  the  spring  of  1850.  During  his  first 
term  he  escaped  the  unpleasant  duties  usually 
pertaining  to  the  olliee,"  but  early  in  his  second 
term  an  execution  was  placed  in  his  hands 
which  required  of  him  to  make  sale  of  the  (-fleet.- 
of  a poor  family.  This  was  revolting  to  hii 
generous  nature,  and  he  immediately  resigned. 

Under  (he  administration  of  President  Lin 


U 


and  secured  for  him  a good  practice.  When  i 
(piite  young  he  became  a clerk  in  the  store  of 
P-enjamin  Schoeh,  a leading  merchant  and  deal- 
er of  grain  and  seeds  at  Selin’s  drove,  where  he 
acquired  a good  business  education.  He  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Selin’s  drove  under 
Taylor’s  adminislraliou,  and  served  lour  years 
and  six  months.  lie  was  requested  to  continue 
in  the  olliee  on  the  incoming  of  an  adverse  ad- 
ministration, but,  he  declined,  believing  that  “ to 
the  victors  belong  the  spoils.” 


coin,  in  1801,  he  was  again  appointed  postmas- 
ter, and  held  the  olliee  lour  years  and  six  uioutliv 
In  ISAS  he,  went  into  convention  for  the  olliiv 
of  prol honotary,  but  was  defeated  by  only  two 
votes  by  Jacob  P.  Ilogar.  He  became  a strong 
advocate  ol  the  “( 'raw lord  ( 'ounty  ” system  of 
nominating  candidates  lor  the  Wepubliean  party 
in  Snyder  County.  Through  his  persistenu 
the  measure  was  carried,  and  the  popular  vote 
system  of  nominating  candidates  for  count! 
offices  has  been  in  use  since  180.'L  Early  in 
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the  smiitmT  of  180  I (ho  Republican  pri mary 
dection  was  hold,  and  Mr.  < 'rouse  was  nomiiia- 
tul  by  a decided  majorily  lor  (lie  office  ol  pro- 
tlionotury,  and  triumphantly  elected  at  llicgen- 
tnil  election  in  ( )ctober,  1st!  I.  I hiring  the  time 
I e held  the  olliee  lie  cn Rivaled  IViendships  and 
triiaeionsly  held  them.  1 1 is  means  were  sea  ready 
iiiniicnsurule  with  his  generosity.  1 1 is  charities 
were  many,  1 > n I lie  never  paraded  them  before 
die  public.  lie  was  nllable,  eourteons  and 
dlieient  as  a public  officer  ; moral  and  law-abid- 
ino-  as  a citizen  ; calculating  as  a politician.  lie 
'iwra fted  himself  in  the  public  esteem  to  the 
-nd  that  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  prothon- 
utary  and  clerk  of  courts  for  seven  consecutive 
terms — a period  of  twenty-one  years. 

.Mr.  Crouse  became  editor  and  proprietor  of 
The  Post  January  1,  1807,  and  made  it  the 
organ  of  the  Republican  party.  This  paper 
had  been  established  by  his  lather-in-law',  Israel 
tiiitelius.  1 1 is  good  management  ol  this  paper 
kept  it  in  the  front  rank  until  December  1, 
1882,  when  he  sold  it  to  T.  II.  Harter,  Esq. 

lie  was  a number  of  times  delegate  to  the 
tepiiblican  Slate  Convention,  and  a member  of 
the  Slate  Central  Committee  for  several  years. 

1 1 is  strength  at  home  caused  him  to  be  sent 
to  these  conventions,  which  brought  him  into 
dose  personal  and  political  relations  with  the 
leading  men  of  the  party,  and  gave  him  a State- 
wide reputation. 


IIOX.  G.  ALIOIKD  SC1IOCI I. 

On  Jan.  16,  1843,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  en- 
tered the  world  in  what  is  now  Snyder  Co.,  near 
Middleburg.  The  parentage  is  readily  traced 
back  to  the  Eaderland,  his  great  -great-grand- 
father, Mathias  Sehoeli,  with  his  brothers,  John 
and  George,  and  two  sisters,  coming  thence 
and  settling  in  ] Jerks  County,  Pa.  Mathias 
was  twice  married,  and  had  children  as  follows: 
John,  Henry,  Michael,  Jacob,  Deter  and  Cath- 
arine by  his  first  wife,  and  (ieorge,  Daniel  and 
Rebecca  by  (lie  second.  Jacob  (son  of  Mathias) 
had  children  as  follows:  (ieorge,  Michael,  Ja- 
cob, Sem,  Abram,  John,  David,  Ronjamin, 
Ualharine  (married  (ieorge  A.  Snyder),  Susan 
(married  Rev.  J . ( i . A nspurli),  Id  I iza  belli  (married 


Colonel  Philip  Cross),  Mary  (married  JJcatty 
( look ). 

Michael  (son  of  Mathias)  was  the  father  of 
(ieorge,  the  father  of  (ieorge  \\  . Sehoeli,  Esq., 
of  the  Milllinburg  (Union  County,  Pa.)  717c- 
fjropli.  Michael  (son  of  Jacob),  born  May  lo, 
17!)!),  married  Rosanna  klose,  who  bore  him 
seven  children,  tin:  eldest  of  w hom,  Emanuel, 
born  near  Middleburg, , married  Susan- 

nah, daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Miller) 
Kline,  and  had  t.wo  children, — George  Alfred 
(whose  name  heads  this  sketch),  and  Amanda 
Diana,  w ho  married  Lewis  E.  Paw  ling,  of  this 
county, and  has  bornohim  five  children:  Albert 
Sehoeli,  Samuel  James,  Emanuel,  Susan  Alice 
and  Delia  Elizabeth  ; an  infant,  unnamed  at 
death. 

Mr.  Sehoeli  appreciated  the  great  value  of  a 
liberal  education,  and  placed  his  son  Alfred  at 
the  Ereelmrg  Academy,  after  haviiur  mine 
tliroujdi  the  regular  course  a Iforded  by  the  com- 
moil  schools,  that  lie  might  obtain  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  this  well-known  institution. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  studies  Alfred  entered 
the  educational  arena,  and  taught  in  the  county 
schools  nine  winter  terms,  and  then  commenced 
upon  his  chosen  career,  the  mercantile, as  a clerk', 
first  at  (Middleburg  and  then  at  Selin’s  Grove. 
With  the  experience  therein  gained  he  opened 
a store  at  Middleburg  on  October  7,  1870,  and 
found  a ready  welcome  from  his  friends.  His 
business  rapidly  increased,  and,  in  1883,  he  pur- 
chased the  line  brick  block  on  the  corner  oppo- 
site the  court-house,  and,  after  remodeling  it, 
placed  a large  and  complete  general  stock  with- 
in its  walls,  and  has  constantly  added  to  his 
business  since  by  the  ability  with  which  he  man- 
ages it. 

In  1867  Mr.  Sehoeli  was  elected  jury  com- 
missioner, and  filled  such  position  until  1870, 
besides  which  he  has  never  hesitated  to  accept 
the  township  and  borough  oil  ices  which  have 
from  lime  lo  time  been  pressed  upon  him  by  the 
citizens.  Recognizing  his  fitness  to  serve  them 
in  a wider  sphere,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publican party  and  elected  Representative  in  the 
State  Legislature,  to  serve  in  the  sessions  of 
187b  and  1876.  1 1 is  connection  with  that  body 
was  recognized  by  his  fellow-members  as  valuable, 
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and  we  (|iinte  the  following  relative  !o  him  from 
the  “ I legislative  Sketch- 1 look,”  issued  in  1 X T < > : 
“ lie  is  a gent  leman  of  menial  ealihre.  1 1 is 
ideas  are  good  and  he  reasons  with  inueli  close- 
ness. 1 1 is  views  are  usually  practical  and  have 
good  common-sense  to  recommend  them,  lie  is  a 
gentleman  of  much  force  of  character  and  could, 
under  no  considerations,  he  tempted  to  swerve 
from  v hat  hceonsiders  to  lie  the  path  ofdutv.  We 
do  not  know  a more  consistent  man.  Certainly 


1X8  1,  he  was  re-elected  to  the  House  for  lXs/j- 
8(5,  and  has  done  good  work  for  the  county  in 
the  session  which  closed  June  1 lit h last,  one 
special  point  being  worthy  of  mention.  I he  un- 
veiling ol  Coventor  Snyder’s  monument  at  Se- 
lin’s drove,  set  for  May  11,  iXXo,  was  consid- 
ered an  occasion  for  the  legislative  bodies  In 
adjourn  and  participate  in  the  ceremonies.  A 
resolution  to  such  effect  originated  in  the  Senate 
.anti  w;ts  passed,  but  w hen  handed  into  the  House 


no  honorable  member  adheres  more  faithfully 
to  his  elect  ion-pledges  or  his  political  principles,  j 
I le  deserves  till  praise  for  the.  faithful  manner  j 
in  which  he  discharges  his  legislative  duties. 
No  member’s  name  appears  more  regularly  on 
the  list  of  yeas  and  nays  ; and  he  is  etpially  at- 
tentive to  his  dul  ies  in  I he  commit  lee-room,  lie 
is  much  esteemed  by  his  fellow-members  for  his 
unblemished  private  character.” 

1 1 is  act  ions  as  I heir  I leprc, sci i (a I ive  W'cre  so  sat- 


isfactory to 


const  it  iients  I hat,  in  the  fill  of 


was  summarily  suppressed.  Mr.  Selmeli,  appre- 
ciating the  wishes  of  his  constituents,  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  question,  which  was  car- 
ried, and  upon  the  original  question  coming  up 
Ibr  action,  made  a strong  appeal  for  its  pas- 
sage. 

When  the  vole  was  taken  it  was  found  to  Ik- 
nearly  unanimously  carried,  thus  evidencing  the 
weight  of  M r.  Sclioch  in  the  House  and  his  pop- 
ularity among  the  members,  who  were  thereby 
enabled  to  meet  with  the  assembled  thousands 
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: m the  pleasant  old  town  of  Selin’s  Grove  upon 
the  occasion  referred  to. 

( )ii  December  2d,  IH7B,  the  subject,  of  onr 
'hotel i was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Alice 
D.,  dan, "liter  of  the  late  John  and  Elizabeth 
i liisliel)  Mcncli,  of  near  M illlinburg,  Union 
Count,)’,  Pa.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  promi- 
nriit  families  in  Gentral  Pennsylvania. 

Their  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of 
•■lie  child,  a daughter,  but  the  All-wise  saw  fit 
to  cut  short  the  sweet  life  in  its  very  bud.  Airs. 
Alice  D.  Schoeh  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Upiscopal  Church,  and  one  of  her 
brothers.  Rev.  A.  11.  Monch,  was,  until  his  de- 
mise in  May,  1876,  a pastor  in  such  connection. 
In  early  manhood  Mr.  Schoeh  united  with  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  has  maintained  close 
connection  with  the  principles  of  that  body. 

When  the  Sunbury  and  Lewistown  Railroad 
was  projected,  lion.  G.  Alfred  Schoeh  foresaw 
its  certain  value  as  a promoter  of  the  public 
weal,  and  became  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
enterprise.  He  has  always  been  interested  in 
progressive  matters,  and  desires  to  benefit  the 
people  wherever  possible.  Still  a young  man, 
hardly  at  the  height  of  his  usefulness,  we  read- 
ily see  a long  and  honorable  career  before  him, 
carrying,  as  he  does,  the  respect  and  hearty  good- 
will of  the  citizens  of  his  county. 


CHAPTER  V I r I. 

PENN  TOWNSHIP.* 

Had  any  one  inquired  from  competent  author- 
ity, during  the  year  1767,  of  the  location  and 
'i/.c  of  Penn  township  along  the  Susquehanna, 
lie  would  have  been  informed  that  it  was  in  the 
northern  part  of  Cumberland  County,  and 
embraced  that  portion  of  Pennsylvania  bounded 
as  follows : 

“ Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  Cocolimius  creek 
with  McKee’s  path’;  thence  lip  said  creek,  according 
to  the  North-East  branch  thereof,  to  the  Susquehanna 
River  as  high  as  George  Galbraith's  (Gabriel)  planta- 
tion; thence  down  said  river  as  far  as  McKee’s  path  ; 
tlienee  along  said  path  to  the  place  of  beginning.” 

1 Ity  II oruoc  A lloinim. 


To  the  general  reader  this  boundary  is  rather 
indefinite ; but  to  one  acquainted  with  the  loca- 
tions this  description  would  satisfy  him  that 
Penn  township  contained  what  is  now  Union, 
Chapman,  Perry,  Washington  and  part  of 
Penn  townships,  in  Snyder  County;  also  the 
greater  part  of  Monroe,  Greenwood  and  Susque- 
hanna townships,  in  Juniata  County.  North- 
umberland County  was  erected  in  1772,  and 
Penn  township  was  re-formed.  From  the  records 
of  the  new  county  we  have  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  the  township,  then  in  Northumberland : 


“ Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Mahiuitango  creek  ; 
thence  in  a North  westerly  direction  along  Maluintan- 
go  creek  to  Meteer’s  spring;  thence  to  top  of 'Bussey's 
mountain;  thence  in  an  easterly  direction  to  I’enn’s 
creek  ; thence  down  said  creek  to  its  mouth  ; thence 
down  the  river  to  the  place  of  beginning.” 


This  description  embraced  what  at  the  pres- 
ent is  part  of  Brown,  most  of  Armagh  and  De- 
catur townships,  in  Mifliin  County,  the  southern 
portions  of  Hartley  and  Lewis  townships,  in 
t Union  County,  and  all  the  county  of  Snyder, 
I except  the  township  of  Monroe  and  a small  por- 
tion of  Jackson.  As  population  increased,  this 
vast  township  was  divided  into  smaller  ones, 
j which,  to-day,  number  not  less  than  eighteen, 
so  that  Penn  township  is  now  reduced  in  size 
to  about  nine  square  miles,  In  1784  nearly  the 
one-half  of  this  territory  was  formed  into  a new 
township  called  Beaver  Dam.  In  1804  Centre 
township  was  formed  out  of  parts  of  Penn  and 
Beaver  Dam,  and  subsequently  Jackson,  Middle 
Creek,  Washington,  Chapman  and  Union  town- 
ships were  formed  from  part  of  its  territory. 

Indian  Narratives. — On  the  lower  part  of 
the  Isle  of  Que,  and  embraced  in  this  township, 
have  been  found  traces  of  a general  burying 
ground  of  Indians.  This  was  fully  indicated  at 
the  time  of  digging  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  when 
the  excavation  was  made  for  the  cellar  of  Chris- 
tian Fisher’s  house,  and  at  numerous  other 
points.  Stone  hatchets,  arrow  heads,  fragments 
! of  pots,  etc.,  were  also  found  in  great  quantities. 
Within  the  present  limits  of  Penn  township 
there  was  perpetrated  one  of  the  most  inhuman 
and  unprovoked  murders  found  in  the  annals  of 
our  early  settlers.  In  January,  1768,  Frederick 
Stump,  residing  not  far  from  where  Selin’s 
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( < rove  now  stands,  and  near  t he  month  of  M iddle  1 
Creek,  without  any  known  provocation,  killed 
four  Indian  men  and  two  squaws.  In  order  to 
cover  up  his  crime,  Slump  cut  a hole  in  the  ice, 
and  consigned  his  victims  to  a watery  grave.  A 
man  hy  the  name  of  John  Ironeutter,  who  was 
Slump’s  servant,  assisted  in  this  inhuman  act. 
Goaded  hy  the  demons  now  aroused  within 
them,  the  day  following  they  proceeded  up  Mid- 
dle Creek  fourteen  miles,  and  there  killed  an 
Indian  woman,  two  girls  and  a child,  and  burnt 
them  up.  This  was  where  “Stump’s  Run” 
empties  into  Middle  Creek  at  Middloburg.  All 
this  barbarity  occurred  at  a period  when  friendly 
relations  existed  between  the  Indians  and  the 
whites.  As  may  be  readily  imagined,  this  un- 
fortunate occurrence  created  great  apprehension 
among  the  settlers,  who  now  had  just  reason  to 
fear  that,  out  of  revenge,  the  natives  would 
again  resort  to  (he  torch,  (he  tomahawk  and  the 
scalping  knife.  As  soon  as  (his  tragedy  became 
known  prompt  and  strenuous  efforts  were  made 
bv  the  provincial  government  for  the  apprehen- 
sion and  punishment  of  the  offenders,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  assuring  the  natives  that  no  one 
was  responsible  for  this  outrage  but  the  perpe- 
trators. Stump  and  his  accomplice  were  event- 
ually captured  and  lodged  in  jail  at  Carlisle. 
Whilethus  confined  a dispute  arose  as  to  whether 
they  should  be  tried  at  Philadelphia  or  Carlisle. 
During  this  altercation  a mob  arrived  from 
Sherman’s  Valley,  fifty  miles  away,  anil  from 
Stump’s  neighborhood,  and  rescued  him  and 
Ironcutter  from  the  hands  of  justice,  giving  as 
their  excuse  that  the  government  always  showed 
greater  concern  at  the  killing  of  an  Indian  than 
when  the  Indians  killed  many  whites.  On  this 
account  and  oilier  reasons  they  thought  Slump 
and  I roneul (or  ought  nol  to  be  punished.  Those 
culprits  were  never  re-arrested,  though  increased 
rewards  were  offered  for  their  apprehension,  and 
it  has  been  handed  down  that  both  died  in  Vir- 
ginia, Stump  having  died  about  1820. 

rroxKKRS. 

An  account  of  the  first  settlers  upon  ter- 
ritory originally  Penn’s  township  will  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  Selin’s  Grove.  Christian 
Kislier  is  the  reputed  first  white  .settlor  on  the 


Isle  of  Que.  Through  a gift  from  his  father, 
lie  became  the  sole  owner  of  the  greater  part  of 
the  island,  which  was  (hen  nothing  more  than  a 
forest.  lie  soon  constructed  a log  hut  as  lib 
dwelling.  flic  lower  part  of  this  island,  for  a 
distance  of  about  three  miles,  has  until  lately 
remained  in  the  possession  of  the  descendants  of 
the  original  Fisher,  who  are  now  quite  numer- 
ous iu  this  section  of  the  county.  The  posses- 
sions referred  to  consist  of  three  excellent  farms, 
the  upper  one  of  which  lately  passed  into  the 
possession  of  F.  J.  School). 

Martin  Row  was  also  one  of  the  carb 
pioneers  of  this  section.  He  lived  in  the 
neighborhood  of  what  is  known  as  Row’s 
Church  and  was  the  first  person  buried  in  the 
ancient  cemetery  adjoining  the  church.  Iliseml 
was  tragic.  Having  occasion,  he  went  to  mill 
quite  a distance  from  his  home.  While  stand- 
ing in  the  mill-door  tin'  fatal  arrow,  shot  from 
the  bow  of  a treacherous  Indian,  ended  his 
career. 

Jacob  Gem  burling,  with  his  wife,  Catharine, 
and  six  children,  moved  here  in  1782  from 
l’u  I pc  hock ei i , Lancaster  County,  Pa.  They 
took  possession  of  a tract  of  land  one  mile  west 
of  what  is  now  .Selin’s  Grove,  and  to  this  day 
the  place  is  known  as  the  Gemberling  home- 
stead. This  tract  contained  three  hundred 
acres.  When  Philip,  one  of  Jacob’s  sons,  had 
grown  to  manhood,  lie  bought  from  his  father 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  at  sixteen  dol- 
lars per  acre,  which  to-day  is  worth  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre.  Jacob 
Gemberling  died  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  and 
his  wife,  Catharine,  at  an  age  exceeding  seventy. 
Both  arc  buried  in  the  old  Lutheran  grave-yard 
in  Selin’s  Grove.  Jacob  Gemberling  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  German  Reformed  con- 
gregation. IL‘  was  one  of  the  building  coni- 
mittee  to  erect  the  first  church  in  Selin’s  Grove. 

Phil  p Gemberling  married  Miss  Fve  Gass, 
afterwards  Judith  Fetter.  Five  sons  and  four 
daughters  were  the  issue  of  the  first  mar- 
riage, while  of  the  second  the  issue  was  six  sons 
and  live  daughters.  Philip  Gemberling  was  an 
act  i vc  member  of  I he  ( lerman  Reformed  congre- 
gation, and  when  the  first  church  was  built  at 
Selin’s  Grove,  he  was  the  person  to  deliver  the 
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’ first  piece  of  timber  on  t he  ground  to  be  used 
in  the  const  met  ion  of  the  building.  There  hav- 
ing been  a competition  as  to  who  could  deliver 
tin:  lirst  limber,  .Mr.  ( leniberling  often  referred 
to  liis  achievement  with  just  pride,  lie  died 
at  the  advanced  ape  of  eighty-six  years. 

( J l-:o ii( ; i-:  Hi. men,  Su. — W hen  George  11- 
ricli  came  to  this  section  of  country  some  of  the 
natives  still  remained.'  Ulrich  had  sufficient 
nmdence  and  foresight  to  extend  a friendly 
: welcome  whenever  the  Indians  approached  his 
house.  This  friendly  relation  afterwards  proved 
nf  great  value  to  Ulrich  and  his  family.  On 
one  occasion  an  attack  was  expected  from  a 
large  body  of  hostile  Indians.  Ulrich  was  ad- 
vised by  some  of  the  Indians  to  leave  with 
his  family.  Not  desiring  to  abandon  his  crops 
to  them,  he  sent  his  liunilv  to  a place  of  safety 
and  remained  on  hU  farm.  The  enemy  came, 
committed  their  depredations,  but  did  not  dis- 
turb I Mrieh  in  the  least. 

The  Ulrich  spring,  near  (he  west  side  of  Se- 
lin’s ( i rove,  was  fre<|uenlly  visited  by  the  I n- 
iliaiis.  An  Indian  path  led  from  Middle  (’reek 
j past  this  spring  and  over  the  hills  into  I » 1 1 ( — 
t’alo  Valley.  The  sons  of  George  Ulrich,  Sr., 
were  George,  John,  Benjamin,  Jonathan,  Daniel 
* and  Samuel.  They  have  all  passed  away,  but 
their  progeny  remain,  forming  many  intelligent 
and  useful  families  in  the  community. 

John  Moyer,  father  of  William  INI  oyer,  de- 
ceased, and  grandfather  of  Henry  Moyer,  a 
leading  citizen  of  the  township,  was  also  one  of 
the  early  pioneers.  The  farm  now  occupied  by 
his  grandson,  Henry,  was  then  a dense  forest. 
|!y  his  sturdy  stroke  of  t he  axe  the  mighty  i >ak, 
hemlock  and  chestnut  fell  to  the  earth.  Mr. 
Moyer  frequently  told  of  his  exploits  and  among 
other  things  narrated  how,  when  he  desired  to 
partake  of  wild  turkey  or  deer,  all  he  had  to  do 
was  to  take  his  Hint-lock  rillc,  go  upon  the 
rid  pc  close  bv,  and  it  would  not  be  long  until 
he  could  shot  it  eit  her  or  both. 

Frederick  Miller  came  to  this  township 
during  the  last  century,  and  in  1788  owned  the 
homestead  farm  now  possessed  bv  his  great- 
grandson,  lion,  ('liarles  Miller,  who  was  born 
there!  March  If,  I 8 Id.  In  I7li(i  a warrant  for 
this  properly  was  issued  by  the  IVnus  to  Mar- 


| tin  Troster,  of  Buffalo  township,  then  in  C'um- 
i berland  Oounty,  who,  on  April  3,  1778,  by  deed 
! acknowledged  before  Ben  jamin  Wei.se r,  a justice 
j of  the  peace,  conveyed  the  same  to  Peter  Ilost- 
i crman,of  Penn  township,  then  in  Norl liumber- 
j land  County.  On  October  5,  1788,  it  was  eon- 
] veyed  by  Peter  llosterman  to  Frederick  .Miller. 
On  August  12,  J 7 fid,  in  order  to  perfect  his  title, 
Frederick  Miller  obtained  the  warrant  of  the 
commonwealth,  signed  by  Governor  Thomas 
Mifllin.  The  title  to  this  land  next  passed  to 
his  son,  George  Miller;  then  to  his  grandson, 
George  I).  Miller;  and  in  1874  to  his  great- 
grandson,  Charles  Miller.  This  valuable  farm 
is  situated  three  miles  west  of  Selin’s  Grove,  on 
the  public  road  to  Middleburg.  As  the  traveler 
leaves  Pawling  Station,  on  his  way  to  Selin’s 
Grove,  he  will  behold  to  his  left  this  fertile  and 
attractive  land.  When  lirst  settled  it  was  a 
| dense  forest  with  sturdy  oak  and  lofty  pine,  but 
] through  the  energy  and  toil  of  the  ancestors  it 
has  become  a spot  of  unusual  attractiveness. 

Frederick  Miller  was  a native  of  Germany, 
born  December  22,  1738,  and  died  Julv  I I, 

1821.  lie  was  married  to  Kvc  Maria , 

who  was  born  July  25,  1740,  and  died  Septem- 
| her  1 1,  1822.  George  Miller,  the  grandfather 
of  Charles,  was  born  April  1!),  17d3,  and  died 
May  1,  I Sob.  He  was  married  to  Magdalena 
Deshler,  a lady  of  English  descent,  born  June 
20,  177'J,  and  died  July  18,  132b.  The  par- 
ents of  Charles  Miller  were  George  1).  and 
Mary  (Kessler)  Miller,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  December  8,  1808,  and  died  .March  2, 
1881,  whilst  the  latter  was  born  -August  1 ' 
1813,  and  died  September  10,  ISbI.  All  these 
ancestors  sleep  their  last  sleep  in  the  ancient 
grave-yard  at  Salem.  The  issue  of  George  D. 
and  Mary  Miller  were  Sarah,  married  to  David 
Witmer,  and  resides  at  Salem;  William  K., 
married  to  Sarah  A.  Boyer,  died  November  1, 
18(54;  Charles,  the  subject  of  this  article; 
Matilda,  married  to  Calvin  E.  Fisher,  who 
died  in  the  fall  of  1872,  resides  at  Salem; 
Mary  F.,  married  to  Theodore  Bow,  and  resides 
! In  Middle!  Tech  township,  near  the  old  lioino- 
j stead. 

j The  childhood  and  youthful  davs  of  Charles 
| Miller  were  spent  in  assisting  his  parents  on 
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flic  farm  and  in  attending  school.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  o(  the  township 
and  in  the  Classical  1 >cpai'(inent,  of'  the  Mission- 
ary Institute,  at  Selin’s  drove.  < >u  the  1st 
dav  of  June,  ISll'J,  Mr.  Miller  was  joined  in 
wedlock  to  Miss  Lydia  Kant/,  daughter  ot 
Philip  and  Catharine  Kant/,  also  o(  Penn 
township.  Philip  Kant/  was  horn  in  Lebanon 
County  December  10,  1 TDD,  and  died  Septem- 
ber^!, 1851!.  Catharine,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 


was  invaded  by  the  Confederate  army,  Mr. 
Miller  offered  his  services  for  the  protection  of 
his  native  State,  and  became  a member  of  Com- 
pany I >,  eighteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Militia.  With  Ids  regiment  he  was 
advanced  beyond  Hagerstown,  Md.  I his  was 
during,  the  battle  of  Antictam,  when  many  of 
the  wounded  and  rebel  prisoners  were  brought 
within  their  lines.  Shortly  after  his  return 
from  this  service  he  taught  the  public  school 


Charles  Miller,  was  born  in  Penn  township, 
then  in  Northumberland  County,  February  <S, 
1802,  and  died  July  22,  I8(i(i.  Her  maiden- 
name  w as  Frdly.  The  children  of  Charles  and 
Lydia.  Miller  arc  Ida,  born  March  21,  LStid,  ; 
died  September  2d,  1872  ; W illiam  K.,  born 
September  27,  LSI!  I ; Ccorge  P.,  born  January 
!),  1 S t » 7 ; Franklin,  born  June  ft,  ISl!!); 

(diaries  Arthur,  born  September  25,  IS75; 
Scott  Fdgar,  born  April  12,  I87(>.  In  the 
fall  of  1802,  when  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 


at  Salem  until  the  spring  of  lN(jd.  In  1 S7 (», 
Mr.  Miller  was  favored  with  the  nomination 
and  election  by  the  Republican  party  as  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State.  Upon  the  close  of  the  term,  in  1878, 
Mr.  M iller  having  served  his  constituents  in  a 
satisfactory  and  acceptable  manner,  was  honored 
with  a re-election  to  the  same  seat,  for  the 
legislative  session  of  1878  to  1880.  ft  was 
during  this  term  that  the  Pittsburgh  Riot  Hill 
was  introduced,  and  attempted  to  be  forced,  by 
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menus  fair  and  foul,  upon  the  people  of  the 
commonwealth.  By  this  hill  it  was  provided 
that  four  million  dollars  were  to  he  taken  from 
the  State  Treasury,  to  he  distributed  unions 
those  w ho  sustained  damages  at  Pittsburgh,  bv 
reason  of  the  riot.  Fortunately  and  justly,  this 
was  never  consummated;  and  Charles  Miller, 
approached  with  large  and  tempting  induce- 
ments, ;ts  were  others,  resented  the  insult  and 
preserved  his  fair  name.  Standing  for  his 
constituency,  he  east  his  vote  and  influence 
in  helping  to  defeat  the  hill.  By  this  act 
of  integrity,  Mr.  Miller  so  ingratiated  him- 
self into  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
people  that  in  1 NX ‘2  they  willingly  returned 
him  to  occupy  for  a third  term  the  Representa- 
tive chair  of  Snyder  County.  Thus  has  M r. 
Miller  been  honored  by  the  citizens  of  bis 
county  with  a distinction  that  so  far  has  been 
accorded  to  none  other  since,  its  formation.  In 
1870  he  was  the  Senatorial  delegate  from  the 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Northum- 
berland, Snyder  and  Union  to  the  Republican 
State  convention,  and  in  188-1  was  compli- 
mented with  the  same  position.  In  addition  to 
these  more  popular  attainments,  Mr.  Miller  has 
served  several  terms  as  school  director  in  his 
district,  audited  the  public  accounts,  and  was 
postmaster  at  Salem  from  its  establishment 
until  his  resignation,  several  years  later,  when 
lie  was  succeeded  by  his  brother-in-law,  David 
Witmer,  who,  in  turn,  resigned  in  favor  of  his 
son,  George  Witmer,  the  present  incumbent. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Miller  lias  been  a consist- 
ent member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  having 
been  confirmed  by  the  Rev.  C.  G.  Frlenmver, 
on  the  2f>lh  day  of  May,  18(11,  at  the1  Salem 
Church,  lie  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
church  council,  has  always  taken  an  active  part 
in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  church  and  the 
cause  of  the  Sunday-school,  at  all  times  con- 
tributing liberally  to  both. 

Accustomed  to  the  industry  of  the  husband- 
man throughout  his  life,  he  enjoys  the  com  forts 
which  arc  the  sure  reward  of  holiest,  toil.  Do- 
ing just  and  fair  in  all  his  dealings,  he  has 
gained  the  confidence  and  esteem  ol  his  fellow- 
men.  Possessed  of  a fair  education  and  an 
honest  purpose,  he  has  acceptably  tilled  posi- 


tions of  distinction,  honor  and  trust.  Having 
a kind  and  generous  heart,  lie  lias  in  many 
instances  relieved  the  needy  and  received  their 
sincere  benedictions.  Such  arc  some  of  the 
| qualities  that  go  to  make  up  the  character  of 
! the  individual  whose  name  appears  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch,  and  whose  life  we  have  briefly 
and  faithfully  attempted  to  portray. 

P.wvi.im;  Fa  miry. — Joseph  Pawling,  who 
also  located  in  this  immediate  vicinity,  was 
among  the  early  settlers.  Through  his  energy 
and  perseverance  he  became  possessed  of  consider- 
able land,  amounting  to  three  hundred  acres. 
Samuel  Pauding,  in  1820,  was  possessed  of  one 
hundred  acres.  'The  greater  part  of  this  land  is 
nowr  owned  by  Lewis  F.  Pawling.  Other 
large  farms  are  owned  by  Dr.  11.  M.  Nipple 
(lately  Henry  C.  Fver’s),  James  K.  Davis, 
Sophanes  Gcmbcrling,  George  Selin urc,  Dr. 

I P>.  F.  Wagensellcr,  Isaac  Romig,  George 
Selioeli,  Ilenry  Seliocli,  F.  .1.  Schocli,  a num- 
ber of  the  Fisher  family,  C.  W.  Freese,  Wil- 
liam B.  Gembcrling,  John  K.  Hughes,  Isaac 
Artly,  William  X.  Fisher,  Sarah  M.  Fisher 
and  A.  A.  Conrad. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Penn’s  township  in  17G8  and  1 7 7 G : 

17(18. — Jolm  Aumiller,  Philip  Aiimiller,  William 
Blythe,  Jacob  Carpenter,  George  Dromer,  Adam 
Ewig,  George  Gabriel,  Jacob  ILimmerslcy,  John 
Lee,  Arthur  Moody,  Michael  Regar,  George  Rine, 
John  Reighbough,  Michael  Rodman,  Casper  Reed, 
Frederick  Stump  (taxed  with  one  negro),  Peter 
Straub,  Adam  Stephen  and  Andrew  Shafer.  Free- 
men.— William  Gill,  Edward  Lee,  John  McCormick 
and  Joseph  Reynolds. 

177G. — George  Adams,  Jacob  Albright,  Frederick 
Albright,  Casper  Arnold,  Lawrence  Arnold,  Michael 
Alt,  Adam  Balt,  Adam  Bander,  William  Baker,  Peter 
Bersl,  Jacob  Bear,  Tobias  Bickel,  John  Bombergcr, 
Peter  Bower,  Henry  Bower,  John  Bright,  John 
llrotiso,  Martin  Bran,  George  Bombarh,  Jolm  Groan, 

.1  acoh  1 lassingor,  Peter  1 1 osterman,  Jacob  1 1 osterman, 
Joseph  Jacobs,  Peter  Jordy,  Philip  Jordan,  Casper 
•lost,  Mieha  1 Kcrstetter,  Miclial  Keller,  John  Kohler, 
Andrew  Kline,  Jacob,  George  and  Stophel  Kline 
Peter  Kroner,  Daniel  Kronor,  John  Krebill  (Gray- 
hill),  Ilenry  Kroger,  George  Laiidonslagcr,  Adam 
Reiver,  John  Lewis,  Michael  Deploy,  David  Deist. 
Leonard  Donley,  Jacob  Devingoml,  George  Dowry, 
Christian  Dong,  Dawrenec  Maurer,  Peter  Maurer 
Richard  Manning,  Peter  Mark  lev,  Frederick  .Martin 
Charles  Mcnsch,  Simon  Menich,  Michael  Mciser, 
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.1  oli i j Meiscr,  TIioiikis  Meese,  Henry  Miser,  George 
Miller,  Down  It.  Miller,  Frederick  Wilier  ( 'hi  istiun 
Miller,  Henry  Miller,  William  Moon,  Michael  Mot/., 
John  Molz,  Andrew  Moor,  Michael  Mol/.,  Anthony 
Mall,  Alexander  Murray,  Hilaries  Jacobs,  Alexander 
ninl  Stophel  Mycr  (Moyer),  John  McQueen,  William 
McKean,  Francis  .Newcomer,  William  Nces,  Jacob 
Newman,  Jacob  Nell',  Patrick  O’Brien,  Peter  Pyle, 
John  Peed,  John  Peiehenhaeh,  Caspar  Peed,  John 
Ream,  Yost  Piddle,  Henry  Piidiart,  Christian 
Righler,  Kllis  Right,  George,  John  and  Martin  Row, 
(Jasper  Roush,  Henry  Ryne,  Christian  Socerisl,  John 
Schroek,  George  .Schroek,  Peter  Shader.  Andrew 
Shader,  Ludwig  Shalier,  Jacob  Sharrett,  John  Shcr- 
riek,  Andrew  Shetterlv,  Lawrence  Shallenlierger, 
Mathias  Shoeh,  John  Smith,  Nicholas  Smith,  Har- 
man Snyder,  Simon  Snyder,  Anthony  Snyder,  John 
Snider,  Abraham  Snevely,  Jacob  Spayd,  Jacob  Specs, 
Jacob  Stces,  John  Steel,  Adam  Stephen,  Peter 
St i-aup,  Mathias  Strayer,  Casper  Straup,  Melehor 
Stock,  A I icliael  Swengle,  John  Swartz,  George  Swoab, 
Michael  Trester,  Peter  Truckenmiller,  George  IJlrich, 
John  Whiles,  Samuel  Wallace,  Ludwig  W alter,  Jacob 
Walter,  Michael  Weaver,  Peter  Weiser,  Benjamin 
AVeiscr,  Peter  "Weirich,  William  Weirieh,  Peter 
Whitmcr,  Michael  Whitmore,  Andrew  W'ittenmyer, 
Ludwig  Wittenmyer,  George  Wise,  Ludwig  Wood- 
row,  Stophel  Zimmerman.  Mingle  men. — Simon  Biekel, 
Andrew  Dellman,  Leonard  Dill,  Charles  Dunkle, 
Henry  Garrett,  Jacob  Haverlock,  Frederick  Iscn-, 
bower,  Daniel  Kremer,  Martin  Kerstetter,  Andrew 
T.ist,  .Tames  Maxwell,  Conrad  Miller,  John  Riekert, 
John  Stroup,  Stophel  Snider,  Peter  Stock,  John 
Weaver  and  Henry  Zeller. 

It  must  he  borin'  in  mind  that  at  this  period 
Penn’s  township  embraced  nearly  all  of  xvliat  is 
now  Snyder  County. 

In  1785  we  find  the  following  amoim-  the 

O O 

taxables  of  Penn’s  township: 

John  A rbogast,  Jacob  Dries,  Simon  llerrold 
(ferry  and  grist-mill),  Dewalt  Miller  (saw-mill), 
John  Pontius,  Peter  Pontius,  Abel  Schoolmaster 
Thomas  Shipton,  Jacob  Shirley,  Duncan  Sinclair, 
David  Smith,  Selin  A Snyder  (Anthony  Selin  and 
Sinfon  Snyder),  store,  negro  slave  and  forty  acres  of 
land  ; James  Spcakman,  Mathias  Stoll,  John  Swine- 
ford,  Daniel  Vanhorn,  Jacob  Wciand  and  Jacob 
Wi tmer  (ferry). 

17'JJ. — Additional  inhabit  aids  : Matthias  App, 
Daniel  Aurand,  Daniel  Bastian,  Micliacl  and  George 
Bastian,  Jacob  Blasser,  Charles  Burchlichl,  Peter 
Clements,  Nicholas  and  John  Dosing,  Frederick 
Gable,  Peter  Grogg,  John  Hager,  John  llershey, 
George  lltimmell,  Pev.  Frederick  William  .lasemsky, 
Matthias  Kern,  Jacob  Kcnclig,  John  Krebs,  Abra- 
ham McKinney,  David  Nyhart,  Henry  Piiel  (saw- 
mill on  Middle  Creek),  Francis  Rhoads,  Jr.,  Christo- 


pher Shat/.lmrger,  Christopher  Shawher,  Jr.,  Janus 
Silvcrwood,  John  Snyder  (tan-yard),  Simon  Snyder, 
Jr.,  David  Solt,  John  N.  Strasser,  John  Jacob,  David 
and  Philip  Walter,  William  Weiriek,  Peter  Winner, 
Jr.,  John  and  George  Wolfe,  George  Young,  John 
/.cling, 

lit  the  preparation  of  this  article  we  have 
been  fortunate  enough  to  have  had  access  to  tin 
ancient  township-book,  now  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Henry  Moyer.  Prom  ibis  book,  which 
is  now  one  hundred  years  old,  we  gather  the 
following  interesting  facts  concerning  the  town- 
ship oflicials:  In  the  year  1785  the  supervisors 

of  the  township  were  Frederick  Miller  and 
Peter  Witinor.  Their  account  was  kept  in 
pounds,  shillings  and  pence,  as  were  all  the 
other  accounts  up  to  1808,  after  which  time 
they  were  kept  in  dollars  and  cents.  In  1792 
we  find  Paul  Bowersox  and  Jacob  Fckard 
supervisors,  and  from  their  account  we  learn 
that  they  paid,  per  S.  Snyder,  to  S.  AVeiscr 
compensation  for  surveying  a road  in  the  town- 
ship. In  1793  George  Bin  ford  and  Abraham 
Witrner  were  supervisors.  In  1795  Philip 
Molin  and  Andrew  AVittenmyer,  and  for  the 
following  year  John  Smith  ami  Mathias  App; 
in  1798,  Francis  11  bonds  and  Charles  Meyer; 
in  1799,  Adam  Bolender  and  Adam  Menges. 
In  1801  Adam  Bolender  and  Philip  Mover 
were  the  supervisors,  whose  accounts  were 
audited  by  Frederick  .Evans,  Francis  Rhoads, 
Jr.,  and  Daniel  Rhoads.  In  1803  George 
Kesler  and  George  Ott  were  supervisors.  In 
1805  the  accounts  were  audited  by  George 
Weiriek,  .Michael  Wittenmyer,  George  Holstein 
and  Daniel  Rhoads.  In  1800  George  and 
Henry  Laudenslager  were  the  administrators 
of  the  estate  of  Valentine  Laudenslager,  de- 
ceased, who  had  been  an  overseer  of  the  poor 
of  the  township.  In  1812,  in  the  settlement  of 
the  aeeounl  ol  Jacob  Roush  and  Henry  Frdlcv, 
supervisors  for  the  year  1800,  we  first  detect 
the  handwriting  of  Joseph  Fuehrer,  who  wrote 
in  a fine,  regular  and  beautiful  hand.  From 
this  time  on,  at  different  intervals,  we  find  that 
Mr.  Feehrer  was  called  upon  to  assist  in  keep- 
ing the  accounts.  In  1807  Jacob  Hummel 
and  (Jeorge  Moore  were  supervisors;  in  1809, 
Jacob  Hummel  and  Peter  llilbish.  In  1810 
George  Ott  and  Simon  Bickle  were  overseers, 
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:iihI  on  the  25th  day  of  October,  1811,  their 
accounts,  staled  in  the  handwriting  of  Joseph 
I'Yehrer,  were  audited  by  John  Rassler,  Michael 
Weaver,  Robert  Smith  and  George  Utzweiler. 
Under  the  date  of  May  22,  181:5,  we  tind  that 
the  auditors  of  the  township  were  Robert  Smith, 
Joseph  Pawling,  John  liassler  and  I’.  Haokon- 
herg,  Jr.  Peter  Richter  appears  as  one  of  the; 
auditors  in  1811.  In  18-lb  Anthony  Charles 
Selin,  son  of  the  founder  of  Selin’s  drove,  was 
one  of  the  auditors.  In  181(5  the  supervisors 
were  Daniel  Close  and  Melchior  Stock;  and  in 
1817,  Jacob  (lembcrling  and  John  Hartman. 
In  1818  the  accounts  of  the  supervisors  for  the 
preceding  year  were  audited  by  Joseph  Fee  brer, 

1*.  F.  Derring,  Thomas  Armstrong  and  John 
liaskin.  In  1818  Peter  Fisher  and  John  Nagle 
were  supervisors,  and  John  U.  Dyer,  father  of 
the  late  Henry  Id.  Ever,  was  one  of  the  audi- 
tors. In  181!)  Jacob  Hummel  and  Daniel 
Close  were  supervisors,  and  in  1821  John  Fisher 
and  Jacob  Hummel.  In  1828  P.  F.  Derring, 
Peter  Richter,  John  F.  layer  and  Abraham 
Haas  wore  auditors.  In  1828  Mathias  App 
and  Isaac  Robison  were  overseers  of  the  poor, 
and  in  the  same  year  Peter  Sholl  and  George 
Miller  supervisors,  who  were  succeeded  in  the 
following  year  by  Francis  Rhoads  and  Philip 
Gemberling.  In  1825  Jacob  Gingrich  and 
Daniel  Close  were  supervisors;  David  Lloyd 
and  John  Ulrich  overseers  of  the  poor.  In 
1826  Charles  Shafer  and  John  Moyer  were 
supervisors,  and  H.  C.  Fyer  and  George  Gcm- 
berling  overseers.  John  Deitrieh  was  one  of 
the  auditors  in  1827,  and  in  1828  Daniel  Rib- 
let  appears  as  one  of  the  auditors,  John  Moyer 
and  Daniel  Qtt  as  supervisors,  and  John  Raker 
and  Christian  Rildet  as  overseers.  In  182!) 
John  Kessler  and  Frederick  Hummel  were 
supervisors,  David  ( llass  and  Christian  Rildet 
overseers,  and  Francis  A.  Royer,  Jacob  Rhoads, 
Samuel  Fuehrer  and  Philip  (lembcrling  audi- 
tors. In  1880  Samuel  Pawling  and  George' 
Miller  were  two  of  the  auditors.  It  is  not  ! 
deemed  advisable  to  burden  these  pages  further 
with  the  names  of  officers  of  the  township,  as 
tliev  are  from  this  time  within  the  knowledge 
of  many  yet  living. 


SAT, KM. 

Phis  is  a small  settlement  of  about  forty  in- 
habitants. It  is  situated  two  miles  west  of 
Selin’s  Grove,  and  contains  a church,  post- 
oflice,  store,  public  school  and  sash-factory. 
The  following  list  represents  the  business  inter- 
ests of  the  place:  George  Witmer,  general  store 
and  post  master ; William  Haines,  sash-factory 
and  planing-mill  ; Daniel  Rroitsc  and  Samuel  S. 
Mowry,  blacksmiths.  At  Salem  there  stands  a 
large  three-story  brick  house.  In  years  gone 
by  this  house  was  the  scene  of  bustle  and  activ- 
ity, it  being  used  by  Samuel  Royer  as  a tavern. 
Here  it  was  that  many  of  the  teams  on  their 
way  to  and  from  Selin’s  Grove  stopped  for  the 
night,  and  in  the  morning  started  out  prepared 
to  transact  the  business  of  that  day. 

The  Haines  sash-factory  above  referred  to 
was  originally  a frame  structure,  built  in  1871, 
and  operated  by ’William  Haines  and  W illiam 
Snyder.  During  the  year  1878  the  building 
was  destroyed  by  lire,  but  was  rebuilt,  of  brick, 
by  Haines  A Snyder.  In  1877  Mr.  Snyder 
withdrew  from  the  firm,  the  business  having 
since  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Haines. 

flic  railroad  station  in  the  township  is  Paw- 
ling, situated  two  and  one-half  miles  west  of 
Selin’s  Grove.  There  is  a siding  at  this  point 
where  coal  can  be  delivered  and  grain  shipped. 
There  are  two  post-offices  in  the  township, 
Kantz  and  Salem. 

At  Kantz,  a small  settlement  half-way  be- 
tween Selin’s  Grove  and  Freeburg,  there  has 
existed  for  many  years  a most  excellent  stand 
for  a general  store.  The  store  is  now  o\\  ned 
and  conducted  by  Daniel  S.  Miller,  who  is  in 
partnership  with  Myer  Millner. 

Mums. — Prior  to  the  building  of  mills  the 
wheat  raised  in  this  section  was  taken  to  Read- 
ing, there  to  be  ground  into  Hour.  In  I 7 DO  John 
Wood  ling  erected  a stone  mill  on  .Middle 
Greek,  and  one-half  mile  south  of  where 
is  now  Pawling  Station  oil  the  Simbury  and 
Lewistown  Railroad.  Tradition  has  it.  that 
during  the*  erection  of  this  mill  between 
sixty  and  seventy  barrels  of  whiskey  were 
consumed.  This  mill  has  at  dilferciit  periods 
been  known  as  Snyder’s,  Fisher’s,  Kantz’s, 
(Hass’  and  Conrad's.  In  1888  another  mill 
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was  erected  in  the  township.  This  is  a 
brick  structure,  was  built  by  one  Ililbish,  and 
stands  on  the  west  side  of  Middle  ( 'reek,  about 
two  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of  Selin’s 
Grove.  The  mill  of  later  years  has  been  known 
as  Yost’s,  and  is  now  called  Hoover’s  .Mill, 
operated  by  Charles  Hoover  A Sons. 

Row’s  ( 'iirucir.-— This  place  of  worship  is 
located  at  Salem.  It  is  built  of  brick  and  is 
equal  to  two  stories  in  height,  though  the  inter- 
ior is  all  in  one  room,  with  high  galleries  on 
the  east,  south  and  west  sides.  On  the  north 
side  is  the  pulpit,  perched  upon  columns  that 
raise  it  almost  half-way  to  the  ceiling.  Under- 
neath the  galleries  are  the  pews,  with  their  high 
and  straight  backs.  This  church  was  commenc- 
ed in  the  spring  of  1 81 ■>,  and  completed  May, 
1815.  It  has  ever  been  a Lutheran  and  Ger- 
man Reformed  Union  Church.  Lutheran  pas- 
tors,— Revs.  Gearhardt,  .1.  R.  Shindcl,  Jr.,  E.  A. 
Erlenmcyer,  Rover  anil  Jacob  Wampolc.  Ger- 
man Reformed  pastors,-  -Revs.  Fries,  AVciser, 
Ilottenstoin,  Derr,  Leslie r and  Haas.  The 
Sunday-school  connected  with  this  church  was 
instituted  in  1810.  At  first  the  school  was  re- 
carded as  a hostile  invasion  detrimental  to  the 
welfare  of  the  church.  This  sentiment  finally 
wore  away  and  the  Sunday-school  was  encour- 
aged and  prospered,  and  to-day  numbers  two 
hundred.  Its  sessions  are  held  during  the 
summer  months,  though  often  during  the 
winter,  on  special  occasions,  as  Christmas,  the 
school  is  called  together  to  participate  in  at- 
tractive and  instructive  exercises.  William  K. 
Miller  D at  present  the  superintendent,  and  is 
aided  in  his  good  endeavors  by  the  young  men 
of  the  community,  among  whom  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Rawlings,  Moyers  and  Rows.  As 
far  back  as  LSI  I the  land  on  which  this  church 
is  built  was  conveyed  by  (he  Slate  to  the  con- 
gregation, as  will  appear  from  the  following 
correct  copy  of  a letter  written  by  the  surveyor- 
eeneral  to  George  Miller  and  others: 

“SURVEYOR  GeNKRAI.’s  Ol’KICU, 

I jiiiiciister,  .1  line  I A,  IS  1 1 . 

“ Getillcni'  ii  : 

“ Your  petition  to  the  Board  of  Properly  complain- 
ing of  a survey  made  by  my  Deputy  on  a Warrant 
granted  to  Melelior  Stock  and  others,  in  trust  fora 
Lutheran  Congregation,  has  just  come  to  hand.  I 


had  been  previously  informed  of  your  complaint,  and 
immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Thomas  Woodsidc,  the 
Deputy  Surveyor,  directing  him  to  call  on  the  pres- 
ent Trustees  ol  the  Ghureli,  ami  make  a survey  of  the 
L and  agreeably  to  the  former  lines,  and  return  the 
survey  so  made  to  this  otliec. 

“There  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  execute  my  Orders, 
which  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  the  Hoard 
acting  on  vour  petition.  Should  Mr.  Woodsidc  delay 
the  business,  1 advise  you  to  call  on  him  to  re-survey 
the  Land. 

“ I am,  Gentlemen,  Your  Obt.  Ilble.  Sen  t., 

“ Andrew  Porter,  S.  G. 

“Messrs.  George  Miller,  George  Good,  John  Meyer 
and  t lie  other  signers  of  the  Petition.” 

'This  letter  was  addressed  on  the  outside  to 
“ M cssrs.  George  Miller,  George  Good  and  John 
Moyer,  and  others,  Trustees  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  Rent)  Township,  Northumberland 
County,  Pcnna.” 

J r sticks  ok  tit E Peace. — The  following  is 
I a list  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  Penn  town- 
ship since  1854  : 

Jesse  Yocum,  April  11,1854;  II.  S.  Boyer,  April 
11,  1854;  Lewis  It.  Hummel,  July  17,  1850;  II.  K. 
Ritter,  April  27,  1857;  II.  S.  Boyer,  April  12,  18511; 
Daniel  Deifenbach,  April  15,  1802;  John  W.  Gem- 
herling,  April  15,  1802;  John  K.  Hughes,  April  9, 
1807;  John  W.  Gemherling,  April  14,  1808;  C.  1\ 
Kant/.,  April  9,  1872;  John  \\r.  Gemherling,  April 
15,  1873;  John  1C.  Hughes,  April  15,  1873;  William 
H.  Snyder,  March  25,  1878  ; John  1C.  Hughes,  March 
25,  1878;  Lewis  C.  Pawling,  March  7,  1882;  John  1C. 
Hughes,  April  0,  1883. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

REAVER  T0WNSI1  IP. 

Prior  to  1787  the  only  township  existing  on 
the  territory  of  what  is  now  Snyder  County 
was  Penn’s.  In  the  beginning  of  that  year  an 
cllbrl  was  inaugurated  for  the  erection  of  a new 
township,  and  at  the  May  sessions,  1787,  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Court,  the  following 
report  was  presented  by  the  viewers  appointed 
for  the  purpose  : 

“ We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  Penn  township, 
have  been  chosen  by  said  township  to  divide  the. same 
in  two  separate  townships,  agreeably  to  an  order 
of  court  directed  to  us,  and  wo  have  thought 
proper  to  divide  the  same  in  the  following  courses; 
that  is, — to  begin  on  the  Cumberland  line,  on  the  tup 
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nf  Shade  Mountain,  and  to  continue  thereon,  until  it  | 
meets  with  the  head  of  John  Smith’s  run  in  ye  gup  of 
said  mountain;  thence  flown  the  said  run  to  Middle 
Creek  to  the  mouth  of  Jacob  Walter’s  run;  thence  up 
the  same  to  long  ridge;  thence  over  the  same  a due 
north  course  to  the  loot  of  Jack's  Mountain  ; thence 
along  the  loot  of  the  same  to  Penn’s  Creek,  and  wish 
that  the  upper  he  called  Heaver  township. 

“(liven  under  on r hands  the -1 1 h day  ol  April,  I7M7. 

“Signed,  • 

“ P.  HORTSMAN. 

“MjCUAEE  WEAVER. 

“ .1  A CO  It  S 1 1 A RltTZ. 

“ Andrew  Moore. 

“ Jonathan  Seiger. 

“ Jacob  Lepley. 

“Directed  to  the  worshipful,  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  sitting  at  Sunbury.” 

Tliis  report  was  read  in  open  court,  and,  “ on 
mature  deliberation,”  the  court  confirmed  the 
same,  and  ordered  that  the  district  ‘‘so  divided 
oil  be  henceforth  called  Beaver  Dam  Town- 
ship.” The  name  Beaver  Dam  was  continued 
in  the  court  records  until  about  1800,  when  the 
Dam  was  dropped,  and  thereafter  mentioned  as 
heaver  township.  This  formation  embraced 
what  is  now  Beaver,  West  Beaver,  Adams, 
Spring,  part  of  Franklin  and  Centre  townships. 
In  the  year  1789  the  inhabitants  of  the  newly- 
formed  township  were,  according  to  an  assess- 
ment made  by  Daniel  Hassinger,  as  follows: 

Jacob  Albright,  Peter  An  pci  (Apple),  Frederick 
Beak,  Jacob  Heard,  George  Hell,  Conrad  Hopp  (Hobb), 
Anthony  HouLch  (distillery),  Philip  Premier,  Conrad 
llrciscngcr,  J high  Carrel,  Frederick  Carrol,  James 
Christy,  James  Clark,  Frederick  Deininger,  Francis 
Deward,  Frantz,  Dido,  Michael  Dicse,  John  Dries, 
Barnard  Everhart,  Adam  Gift,  Moses  Gooden,  Henry 
Outliers,  Jacob  Grim,  Mathew  II  ill,  John  Hart/., 
Jacob  Hassinger,  Daniel  Jlassingcr  (saw-mill),  Fred- 
erick Hassinger,  David  Hcrhster,  Jacob  Houser, 
Joseph  Yost  Kern,  George  Kline,  Christopher  Kline, 
Stophel  Kline,  Jacob  K ricks,  Henry  K rose  (Gross), 
Daniel  Krone,  John  halier,  Jacob  Deploy,  Thomas 
Lewis,  Nathan  Manning,  Jacob  Mattox,  Michael 
Maurer,  Andrew  Meek,  John  Meyer  (Moyer),  John 
Meyer  (weaver),  Jacob  Michael,  George  Monk, 
Nathaniel  Moon,  Francis  Moriarty,  John  Munnna, 
Henry  Nerhood,  Peter  Newcomer,  Nicholas  Nyer 
(grist  mill),  Edward  and  Asa  Oatley,  Benj.  Philips, 
Jacob  Poe,  Adam  Reger,  Elias  Reger,  Adam  Reigel- 
derfer,  Jacob  Roush,  Stephen  Royer,  [fustian  Boyer, 
Jacob  Sharrcd,  John  Smylher,  Peter  Snyder,  George 
Stock,  Andrew  Straub  (grist-mill  and  two  distilleries), 
Mathias  Strayor,  Jacob  Straub,  Mathias  Stull,  Wil- 


liam Stump  (distillery),  John  Thomas,  George 
Thomas,  Paul  Tromincr,  Daniel  Vanhorn,  Jacob 
Walter,  Casper  Wamicmacher,  John  Watts,  Stophel 
Weiss  (grist-mill),  Jacob  Wiuut,  John  Woods,  Mat- 
thew Young. 

'flic  following  .single  men  were  also  on  the 
list,  being  (axed  ten  shillings  each  : 

Joseph  Collins,  Anthony  Gift,  John  Gross,  John 
Hassinger,  Henry  Hassinger,  Stephen  and  Duos 
Lewis,  Elisha  and  Nathan  Maiming,  Benjamin 
Phillips,  George  Sherrard  and  Mathias  Slrayer. 

In  1794  the  following  persons  were  additional 
settlers  : 

Henry  and  George  Aurand,  James  Cummings, 
Thomas  Ewing,  John  Ewing,  William  Gill,  Jacob 
Hendricks  (mill),  Samuel  Harman,  Adam  llileman 
(mill),  Joseph  Romich,  Thomas  Shipton,  John  Shultz, 
John  Troxell  and  Moore  Wilson. 

In  1799  the  following  were  additional  set- 
tlers : 

Daniel  Aurand,  Jacob  Barlet,  Conrad  Blompon 
(mill),  John  Cummings,  Jacob  and  Abraham  Fry, 
Henry  Gilman,  Samuel  Gtosseope,  Daniel  Heil,  Job  n 
Howell  (fulling-mill),  William  Lehr,  Richard  Man- 
ning, John  Middleswarth,  John  Miller,  Jacob  Peters, 
Adam  Rcigeldorf,  Joseph  Romig,  (mills),  Jacob  and 
John  Rote,  Adam  Smith,  Adam  Steele,  Dewalt  Stern- 
ingcr,  John  Wise  (miller),  Jacob  Zeros  (paper-mill). 

Single  Mi}. — Henry  Hoyn  (in  a store  with  Henry 
Aurand),  Adam  Kern,  Peter  Kern,  Zachurias  Mus- 
sina and  John  Weber. 

Many  of  our  present  readers  will  at  once  rec- 
ognize in  the  foregoing  list  their  own  family 
names,  showing  that  at  the  date  stated  their 
ancestors  were  already  in  this  section. 

The  experience  of  one  of  the  early  settlers 
will  convey  some  idea  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  Christopher  Kline, 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  list,  emigrated  from 
Berks  County  to  the  Middle  Creek  Valley,  lie 
owned  and  occupied  the  farm  now  owned  !>y 
Mrs.  Philip  llarpster.  When  lie  first  settled 
here,  Indians  were  still  roving  around  through 
the  country,  though  peacefully  disposed.  The 
country  was  very  wild  and  game  plenty.  It 
was  a common  occurrence  to  behold  three  or 
four  deer  grazing  with  the  domestic  cattle  in 
the  woods.  So  tame  had  they  become  that  they 
could  be  approached  to  within  a short  distance. 
It  is  narrated  that,  not  far  from  Mr.  Kline’s 
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lion. so,  tlic  .skeleton  of  an  Indian  was  found, 
and  near  it  the  skeleton  of  a deer.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  the  Indian,  having  shot  the  deer, 
approached  him,  and  in  the  death-struggle  he 
also  was  fatally  wounded. 

At  an  early  date,  in  addition  to  the  clearing 
of  till!  forests  and  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  many 
other  industries  were  established.  In  I78!>, 
Stophel  W eis  was  the  owner  of  a grist  and  saw- 
mill, and  in  the  same  year  sold  the  same  to 
Christian  Royer,  in  whose  liunily  the  mills  re- 
mained until  1825,  when  the  property  was  pur- 
chased by  one  I’anebacker  for  his  son-in-law, 
Reuben  Grim. 

In  1800  the  property  passed  into  the 
possession  of  Jacob  Grim,  the  present  owner. 
Shortly  after  the  purchase  by  i’anebacker  the 
mill  was  rebuilt,  which  at  this  day  is  in  good 
running  order.  In  1 7!)1 , Conrad  Ropp  erected 
a hemp-mill,  near  Roavcrtuwn  j Jacob  Mas- 
singer, a tan-yard,  near  what  is  now  Adams- 
mrg;  Henry  Meyer,  a grist  and  saw-mill; 
Jacob  Meyer,  a tan-yard  ; Jacob  Sherrard,  a 
.l  ist  and  saw-mill  ; John  W eis,  a grist  and  saw- 
mill. From  the  assessment  list  we  learn  of  the 
following  additional  industries  : Ludwig  Fried ly 
built  a grist  and  saw-mill  about  1800.  This 
mill  passed  from  Ludwig  to  Jacob  Friedly, 
and  was  owned  bv  the  farnilv  until  1828,  when 
it  became  the  properrv  of  Jacob  Moyer,  and  in 
lSJb  pa-v-al  into  the  possession  of  his  son 
Michael.  Joseph  Moyer  is  the  present  owner. 
Daniel  Massinger,  who  for  some  years  was  con- 
ducting a saw-mill,  erected  a grist-mill,  which 
he  owned  until  1820,  when  it  passed  into  the 
possession  of  his  son  Daniel,  who  retained  it 
until  1 850.  This  property  now  belongs  to 
Aaron  Massinger,  a grandson  of  the  original 
owner.  Peter  Kline  built  a grist  and  saw  mill 
about  1810,  and  owned  it  until  1828,  when  it 
was  sold  to  John  Hupps.  Hupps  owned  it  until 
.1880,  whim  lie  died,  and  it  remained  the 
property  of  his  heirs  until  1887),  when  it  was 
sold  to  Henry  Rauch,  who,  in  turn,  sold  it  to 
Joseph  I laines  about  187)0.  This  property  was 
again  purchased  by  Henry  Rauch  under  the 
hammer,  and  was  lastly  sold  by  him  to  Andrew 
Ulsli,  the  present  owner.  The  properly  was 
rebuilt  by  Henry  Dubbs,  also  by  Henrv  Rauch, 


and  also  by  the  present  owner,  Mr.  Ulsli. 
George  Mirck  owned  a grist  and  saw-mill  from 
1814  to  1841.  They  were  located  near  w here 
Peter  Rcigel  now  resides,  now  in  Spring  town- 
ship, but  then  in  Reaver.  Joseph  Romig owned 
a grist  and  saw-mill,  located  above  Adamsbiirg, 
near  the  (lag-station  Ranh’s  Mills,  on  the 
Sunbury  and  Lcwistown  Railroad.  'This  mill 
property  was  assessed  to  Joseph  Romig  from 
1814  to  1841,  when  it  became  the  property  of 
John  Romig,  Sr.  Li  187)0  the  grist-mill 
ceased  to  run.  The  saw-mill  property  passed 
then  to  Solomon  Romig,  who  sold  to  Ranh  A 
Me  Williams,  from  Northumberland  County, 
w ho,  in  turn,  sold  to  Dr.  W.F.  Vandersloot,  E. 
S.  Lewis  A Brother,  the  present  owners.  Adam 
Fisher  also  owned  a grist  and  saw-mill  in  181  !. 
This  mill  stood  on  Gross  Run,  between  Adams- 
burg  and  Beavertown,  a little  south  of  the 
public  road.  In  1818,  Lawrence  Haines  was 
the  owner,  followed  in  1828  by  Jacob  Long, 
then  in  182!)  by  Daniel  Ben I’e r,  who  in  1888 
sold  the  same  to  Hon.  Nor  M iddleswarth,  wlm 
was  succeeded  in  the  ownership  by  Moses  Speeht, 
under  whose  ownership  it  was  destroyed  by 
lire.  The  saw-mill  is  still  in  operation.  George 
Rauch ler  was  assessed  also  in  1814  with  a grist 
and  saw-mill,  which  he  owned  until  1835. 
From  1820  to  1822  the  late  I)r.  Joseph  R. 
Lot/,  was  the  miller,  and  attended  the  mill. 
(Dr.  Lot/,  rose  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  Central  Pennsylvania,  and  lived 
for  many  years  at  New  Berlin,  Union  County. 

I Iedied  January  1 8,1 877),  aged  seventy-six  years.) 
In  1842  this  mill  became  the  property  of  Jacob 
Grecnhoe,  and  was  owned  by  him  until  185(i, 
when  if  was  owned  by  Samuel  Green  hoc  until 
I. Still.  'This  property  was  then  purchased  bv 
Dr.  Isaac  Roth  rock,  I lien  by  William  Swell  k, 
then  by  the  heirs  of  Dr.  Isaac  Rothrock  and 
lastly  by  Paul  Benfer,  who  is  the  present 
owner.  In  1811,  Adam  Kern  owned  a saw- 
mill, w hich  he  sold  to  his  son  Daniel  in  1838, 
who  subsequently  sold  it  to  George  Kern  the 
present  owner.  John  Lcelmer  operated  a full- 
ing-mill from  181  I to  182(i;  I )ewalt  Steiningcr, 
a saw-mill  Irom  1814  to  1841,  which  passed  to 
his  son  David,  who  sold  to  his  son-in-law, 
— Swartz,  the  present  owner  ; Jacob  K unz,  a saw- 
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mill  from  1814  to  1835;  Abraham  Keller,  a 
paper-mill  from  1814  to  1817;  Henry  Kern,  a 
>uw-mill  from  181  1 to  1840,  when  it  became 
the  property  of  his  son  Henry,  the  present, 
owner;  Christian  Mowrcr,  a grist  and  saw-mill 
in  1817.  In  1828,  .John  Droese  owned  a grist 
and  saw-mill  on  Middle  Creek,  three  miles 
below  Beavortown.  In  the  same  year  George 
Margaret/,  owned  a grist  and  saw-mill  in 
Heaver  township,  now  West  Reaver.  In  1882 
his  widow  came  into  possession,  and  in  1841 
was  owned  by  Herman,  a son  of  the  original 
owner.  It  subsequently  became  the  property  of 
William  Smith,  then  Franklin  Roush  and  is  now 

owned  by Fisher.  An  oil-mill  was  operated 

by  Abram  Keller  from  1817  to  1844  ; a saw- 
mill by  Henry  Rickel,  from  1828  to  1847  ; a 
saw-mill  in  1817,  by  Widow  Droese.  A saw- 
mill, located  just  above  Beavortown, wasoperated 
by  John  Gross  from  1828  to  182!) ; a paper-mill 
by  Jacob  Keller,  from  1823  to  1838  ; a saw-mill 
by  Jacob  Kern,  from  1823  to  1838;  a saw-mill 
by  Jacob  Moyer,  in  182.8;  a saw-null  by  George 
.Miller,  from  1823  to  182!);  a saw-mill  bv  John 
Price,  Jr.,  from  1823  to  182G;  an  oil-mill  by 
John  Drccse,  from  I82G  to  1835;  a saw-in  ill  by 
George  Dreese,  Jr.,  in  1826;  a fulling-mill  by 
John  Lechner,  in  182G  ; a saw-mill  by  Samuel 
Aurand,  in  182!)  ; a saw-mill  by  Christian  Price, 
from  1829  to  1838;  a saw-mill  by  Grim  A 
Smith,  in  1832  ; a fulling-mill  by  Frederick 
limit/,  from  1882  to  1888  ; a saw-mill  by  Jacob 
Hawk,  in  1832  ; an  oil  and  clover-mill  by  Jacob 
Keller,  in  18.32;  a paper-mill  by  Isaac  Keller, 
in  1832;  a paper-mill  by  John  Mowrer,  in 
1832;  a fulling-mill  by  John  Saylor,  from 
1832  to  1835  ; saw-mills  by  Henry  Sliirey  and 
Jacob  Wagner,  in  1832  ; a saw-mill  by  George 
Dreese,  from  1835  to  1838  ; a saw-mill  by  Daniel 
Grimm,  from  1835  to  1838;  clover  and  saw- 
mills by  Philip  Mitchel,  from  1835  to  1841  ; 
a grist  and  saw-mill  by  Joseph  Hassingcr,  from 
18.38  to  the  present  time;  a fulling-mill  by 
Abraham  Kalv,  from  1838  to  1841  ; a saw-mill 
by  John  Moyer,  from  1838  to  1841  ; a grist  and 
saw-mill  by  John  Troxcl,  in  1838  ; a saw-mill 
by  Adam  Kern,  in  1841  ; a fulling-mill  bv 
Buchner  A Peipher,  in  18  11  ; grist,  clover  and 
two  saw-mills  by  JN'er  Middleswarth,  from  1841 


to  1850;  a saw-mill  by  Philip  Manbeck,  in 
18  11  ;a  saw-mill  by  A.  P.  & J.  Pomig,  also 
by  John  Stump,  also  by  John  Dish,  in  1811; 
a paper-mill  by  Jacob  Breckbill,  from  1841  to 
1850;  a saw-mill  by  Frb  A Moyer,  from  1844 
to  1847 ; an  oil-mill  by  Reuben  Keller,  from 
1844  to  1847.  Samuel  Moyer  operated  a 
clover-mill  from  18  1 I to  1840,  and  a saw-mill 
from  1847  to  1850;  a clover-mill  by  Simon 
Oldt,  from  1844  to  1847  ; Daniel  Kern,  a saw- 
mill, from  18  11  to  1850;  George  Kern,  Daniel 
Swart/  and  James  S.  Smith  each  a saw-mill  to 
1850;  John  Frb,  Ilaal  A Fees  and  Jesse 
Hendricks,  saw-mills,  in  1844. 

In  1814  the  following  persons  had  distil- 
leries: Michael  Bohr,  Jacob  Fees,  Ludwig 
Freidley,  Christian  Jlulfnagle,  Christian  Mow- 
rer, Ner  Middleswarth  (two)  and  Henry  Shirey. 
The  following  doctors  resided  in  Beaver  town- 
ship from  1826  to  1829:  Augustus  Fhrenfeld 
and  John  Roney.  In  1835  William  Rushon 
and  Thomas  Youngman  were  justices  of  the 
peace.  In  1856  the  constables  were  Samuel 
Aurand  and  Henry  Manbeck.  At  this  period 
John  Gross,  Sr.,  operated  a foundry,  which  con- 
tinued until  about  1875.  Samuel  Greenhoe 
had  a distillery,  Jacob  Shrader  a saw-mill, 
Moses  Specht  a foundry  and  general  store, 
Joseph  Long  and  John  Met/el  justices  of  the 
peace,  Isaac  and  Roswell  Rothrock  physicians. 
About  1830  Lewis  Jacobs  kept  store  where 
Dish’s  mill  now  stands.  At  this  period  Samuel 
Weaver  placed  coaches  on  the  mail-routes,  the 
mails  being  previously  carried  by  post-riders. 

The  persons  assessed  in  this  township  as 
fanners  are  as  follows,  and  embrace  a period 
from  1814  to  1835  : 

Henry  Aurand,  John  Aurand,  Jacob  Aigler,  Si- 
mon Aigler,  Jacob  Bordner,  Jacob  Bobb,  Peter 
Bobb,  George  Becker,  Frederick  Bingainan,  Conrad 
Bobb,  John  Drees,  Peter  Drees,  John  Troxel,  Valen- 
tine Dien,  George  Drees,  John  Detweiler,  Frederick 
Deininger,  Jacob  Drees,  Henry  Dewald,  Peter  Fees, 
John  Fige,  David  Fisher,  Henry  Gross,  John  Hieter, 
Joseph  Hoefly,  John  Ilertzel,  Samuel  Hoeh,  John 
Gross,  John  Kern,  Valentine  Grimm,  Mathias 
Young,  Jacob  Klass,  Peter  Kern,  Henry  Knepp,  Sr., 
Martin  Kerstetter,  Adam  Kern,  Peter  Kline,  Jacob 
Lohmillcr,  John  Liyergood,  Michael  Banter,  John 
Deploy,  John  Lechner,  George  Mick,  John  Moyer, 
John  Middleswarth,  Herman  Oberdorf,  Peter  Ben- 
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fert,  Solomon  Romig,  John  Ritter,  Henry  Ritter, 
Metier  Snyder,  Dewult  Steininger,  John  Smith,  Adam 
Smith,  Timothy  Srhuh,  .lolin  Troster,  Christopher 
Royer,  Slollle  Reier,  John  Romieh,  Jessie  Romieli, 
(ieorge  Ransli,  Adam  Hager,  Henry  Rariek,  Adam 
Iliegle,  Andrew  IJIsli,  John  Weiae,  Philip  Wagner, 
Henry  Swartz,  Mieluud  Moyer,  John  Mick,  John 
Cummings,  Senr  l'ige,  Ahraham  (drove,  Henry 
(Mick,  John  (iehrhard,  Miehael  (lidirhard,  (ieorge 
Cutli,  Jacob  Jlerhster,  Christian  Jlul’naglo,  Simon 
Kerstettcr,  John  J.  Klein,  Michael  Klein,  (Christopher 
Klein,  Jacob  Kriek,  Jr.,  Henry  Kern,  Samuel  Knepp, 
John  Muck,  Jr.,  John  Mouscr,  Leonard  Manbeck, 
Ner  Middleswarth,  Jacob  Moyer,  Sr.,  Jacob  Muck, 
Nicholas  S.  Moyer,  Leonard  Peter,  John  Snook,  Peter 
Snook,  Henry  Swartz,  Anthony  Swartz,  Henry  Ship- 
ton,  Peter  Snook. 

Blacksmiths. — 1814,  George  Albright,  Samuel 
Auraml,  John  Driess,  Jacob  Drees,  Henry  Fetterolf, 
Henry  Click,  Jacob  Kriek,  Andrew  Sliawver  ; 1817, 
Henry  Anker,  Christine  Platt,  John  Fox,  Frederick 
Fetterolf;  1 S2< j,  Andrew  Fetterolf,  Jonas  Guth,  Jacob 
Kriek,  Jr.,  Michael  Lepley,  Henry  Roush,  John 
Shipton;  1885,  Jacob  Lepley. 

Tailors. — 1814,  Yost  Althousc,  John  Pony;  1817, 
John  Hamiuel,  .John  Nelson,  Sr.,  Peter  Wagner; 
188(1,  Jesse  Anderson,  Christian  Kissinger,  George 
Peters,  Henry  Shadle;  1835,  William  Saltzman. 

Weavers.- — 1814,  Stoflle  Aikennan,  Henry  Prein- 
inger,  Frederick  Preininger,  Philip  Paker,  Simon 
Fike,  Samuel  Glide,  George  Good,  Jacob  Hauser, 
Adam  Ileiter,  J-lenry  Kern,  John  Lehr,  Leonard 
Manbeck,  Jacob  Nerhood,  John  Swartz,  John  Moyer, 
Jr.;  1817,  Edmund  Perryman,  John  Diemer,  John 
Folk,  Adam  Guth,  Joseph  Layer,  Peter  Layer,  George 
Stock  ; 182G,  Jacob  Smith,  Frederick  Shreillcr, 
Samuel  Shreillcr,  Henry  Shirey. 

Carpenters. — 1814,  Adam  Pear,  Frederick  Prein- 
er,  Jonathan  Prouse,  George  Diebler,  David  Herbster, 
Thomas  Youngman,  George  Miller,  George  Riegle, 
Henry  Thomas,  John  Wagner,  Jacob  Hummel,  John 
Howell ; 182G,  Michael  Paker,  George  Paker,  Daniel 
Hassinger,  Jacob  Herbster,  Jr.,  Peter  Kline,  Jr.,  Fred- 
erick Ovcrmycr,  John  Peter,  Anthony  Schrader, 
Daniel  Swartz,  John  Wix,  John  Hall,  Benjamin 
Etzler. 

SADDLE!!. — 1811,  Henry  Pickid. 

Hatters.— 1814,  Philip  Berger,  Bernard  Eberhart, 
Jr.;  182G,  Samuel  Joseph. 

Shoemakers. — 1817,  G'hristiiin  Boney,  John  Erb, 
John  Falch,  David  Fry,  John  Herbster,  Jacob  Kune, 
Wlu.  l.ehr,  Christian  I.eplev,  Peter  Lowder,  Engle 
" • • : A • '.<:;!  Go.  -o:  Vi' . . V.-..- 


( ><  'ii  ge  Wag  nei , Sr. 

Coopers. — 182(1,  Jacob  Bordner,  David  Everhard, 
Jacob  Houser,  Charles  Krebs,  John  Lehr,  Jr.,  John 
Swonger, 


Justices  of  the  peace. — 1835,  Win.  Rushon, 
Thomas  Youngman. 

Const  a hi.  i-i. — Samuel  Auraml,  Jr. 

I1KA  VKKTOWN. 

This  thriving  and  attractive  village,  formerly 
called  Swifttown,  was  laid  out  by.Iaeob  Ueelmer, 
in  the  year  IS  It).  It.  was  on  land  which  in 
1700  was  patented  to  John  Swift,  who  at  a later 
date  conveyed  the  same  to  Jacob  Leclmer. 
Lechner  employed  Frederick  Evans  to  survey 
the  town  plot,  and  in  honor  of  the  original 
owner  of  the  hind,  called  the  place  Swifttown. 
At  the  time  of  making  the  survey,  there  were 
several  log-houses  standing  at  the  place.  The 
first  house  built  iu  accordance  with  the  town 
plot  was  by  John  Rush,  on  the  northeast  corner 
of  Market  and  Sassafras  streets,  the  lot  being 
numbered  59.  In  1812,  J.  C.  Weiser  started  a 
store  and  hotel  in  the  place,  and  continued  the 
business  until  1823,  when  another  hotel  was 
opened  by  Charles  Wireman.  In  August,  1813, 
John  Cummings  was  appointed  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  so  continued  until  1823.  In  1831 
he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Union  County,  and  in 
1834  was  succeeded  by  his  son  John  (commonly 
known  as  Jack  Cummings).  John  Cummings, 
Jr.,  was  a prominent  Democratic  politician,  who 
in  1871  was  elected  to  the  Pennsylvania  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Lycoming,  Snyder  and  Union. 
In  1817,  a man  by  the  name  of  Pine  Moyer 
taught  school  in  an  old  building  for  many  years 
called  “ the  spook  house,”  from  the  fact  that 
many  persons  believed  it  to  be  haunted.  This 
house  was  destroyed  by'  fire  in  18GG,  being  then 
owned  by  John  S.  Smith.  It  was  said  to  be 
the  oldest  house  in  the  village. 

The  following  list  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Bcavcrtown  at  the  early  period  of  1817,  will 
doubtless  prove  interesting  : Jacob  Hummel, 
joiner;  John  Cummings,  farmer,  etc.;  John 
Howell,  carpenter;  Daniel  Lehr,  weaver;  John 
Wagner,  Michael  Bohr,  Ner  Middleswarth, 
J,T.u  Cross.  J hu  Sw.ua c.  wheelwright ; Fred- 
v ’ v.  s V „ C. ' v 

Aigler,  John  I trees,  blacksmith,  John  BalJv, 
Jacob  B.  Diemer,  Adam  Fisher  (1823),  Prod. 
Hager,  Henry  Kern,  blacksmith.  Christian 
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bepley,  Joseph  Layer,  Henry  Ranch,  Christian 
Rover,  Henry  Rusher,  (.'lmstoplicr  Royer,  Ja- 
cob Swineford,  Ron j.  Etzler,  laborer  1823, 
Adam  8 peeh t,  polter  ; John  Spotts,  John  Stees, 
Rohei't  \\  il  lei,  Adam  Low alar,  earpenlor  ; John 
Bru  nor,  laborer;  James  Cummings,  Sr.,  laborer; 
John  Gram,  George  Rotors  and  Ilenry  Shadle, 
tailors;  Adam  Spccht,  laborer;  Simon  Snyder, 
tanner;  Wm.  Overmyer,  blacksmith.  In  1826 
Daniel  Beokly  kept  hotel  in  the  place,  and 
Isaac  Smith  was  the  merchant.  In  1834,  John 
Renter  kept  a store.  In  1835,  John  High  ley 
was  postmaster  ; John  Roush,  the  school  teacher  ; 
George  Hartz  and  Wm.  Weirick,  the  tailors; 
John  Shipton  and  Jacob  Lepley,  the  black- 
smiths; Andrew  Hendricks  and  Henry  Dreese, 
the  tanners;  Jacob  Abraham,  Henry  Boyer, 
John  Bickel  and  Ilenry  Smith,  the  storekeep- 
ers,  and  Solomon  Engle  and  Charles  Wireman 
were  the  justices  of  the  peace.  On  the  7th  of 
August,  1840,  Simon  Frank  took  charge  of  the 
old  hotel  stand,  the  “ Black  Horse  Hotel ;”  he 
also  conducted  a store.  David  1 1 u bier  and 
David  Swen k also  were  merchants  about  this 
time.  There  was  also  a foundry  conducted  by 
Moses  Spccht  & Co. 

In  1850  Alexander  llomig  was  the  school- 
teacher, Michael  Eckhart  the  postmaster  and 
inn- keeper,  John  M.  Haeher  and  Isaac  Ulsh 
inn-keepers.  In  1856  Daniel  Bingaman  kept 
store  in  the  place.  Beavertown  is  situated  about 
one  mile  north  of  Shade  Mountain,  on  the  line 
of  the  Sunbury  and  Lewistown  Railroad.  It 
lias  a population  of  about  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five.  Since  the  railroad  has  been  in  op- 
eration Beavertown  has  been  making  steady 
improvements.  'The  place  is  still  unincorporated 
and  is  part  of  the  township.  The  railroad  com- 
pany has  erected  an  attractive  and  comfortable 
depot  at  the  place,  manufactories  have  enlarged 
and  multiplied,  business  increased  generally, and 
modern  houses  are  superseding  those  of  former 
years.  The  present  postmaster  is  Moses  Spccht, 
who  has  held  this  position  acceptably  to  the 
people  for  the  last  twenty-five  years.  The 
“ Posl,-( Mlice ” sign  on  his  building  is  the  origi- 
nal  one  put.  up  when  the  ollice  was  first,  cslab- 
lishcd  in  the  village.  So  long  has  this  ancient 
landmark  been  exposed  to  the  elements  that  to- 


day its  letters  stand  in  relief,  the  original  surface 
of  the  sign  having  been  worn  away  about  one- 
fourth  of  an  inch,  in  1871  the  Isabella  Tan- 
nery was  erected  by  Samuel  F.  Lupper,  Esq. 
It  is  a large  establishment,  and  stands  to  the 
south  of  the  railroad  station.  It  is  operated  by 
steam,  and  is  estimated  as  being  worth  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  1881  this  property  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Wood  At  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
are  the  present  owners.  Large  quantities  of  iron 
ore  from  the  mines  close  by  are  shipped  from 
this  point,  also  lumber  and  prop-timber.  Ad- 
ams’ Express  Company  have  an  office  here, 
Moses  Spccht  being  the  agent. 

Tjie  Beavertown  Mutual,  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company. — This  enterprise  was  estab- 
lished in  the  place  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1879.  The  company  does  not  assume  any  risks 
outside  of  the  county.  The  following  statements 
and  figures  will  convey  some  idea  as  to  the  extent 
of  its  business: 

Amount  of- Insurance  in  force  December 

81,  1885 $1,021,102.00 

A mount  of  Premium  Notes  subject  to  As- 
sessment, December  81,  1885 104,010.22 

Amount  of  Insurance  effected  during  the 

year  1885 549,522.00 

Amount  of  losses  paid  since  organization 

of  Company  to  date 1,481.40 

Number  of  Policies  issued  during  the 

year  1885 458 

The  following  persons  constitute  the  present 
officers  and  board  of  directors  : President,  S.  A. 
Wetzel  ; secretary,  A . H.  Bowersox ; treasurer, 
J.  G.  Snyder.  Directors,  S.  A.  Wetzel,  S.  A. 
Helfrich,  William.  H.  Dreese,  Daniel  Kern, 
Phares  Gcmberling,  John  S.  Smith,  Henry 
Kern,  A.  M.  Smith,  Peter  Rigel  and  John  llep- 
ner.  In  i860  George  Stott  lor  and  Henry  Kern 
started  a foundry  at  this  place,  and  carried  on 
(he  business  until  about  1868,  when  Kern  re- 
tired, and  the  business  has  since  been  conducted 
by  George  Stct  tier. 

A.  J.  Middleswnrth,  who  lives  in  the  town, 
is  a son  of  the  Hon.  Ner  Middleswnrth,  and  was 
an  associate  justice  of  the  county  from  1865  to 
1870.  lie  was  major  of  militia  seven  years, 
lieutenanl-oolonel  lour  years  and  brigadier-gen- 
eral a number  of  years,  lie  is  also  an  elder  in 
the  Lutheran  Church. 
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Samuel  Wetzel  is  a Dative  of  Heaver  town- 
ship, and  resided  in  I lie  town  many  years.  He 
was  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  now  an  associ- 
ate justice  of  the  county  and  president  of  the 
Beavertown  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  | 

John  P.  Kearns  established  a coach  manufac- 
tory in  the  town  several  years  a^o,  which  has 
grown  to  an  extensive  business  and  gives  em- 
ployment to  many. 

J.  P.  Shirk  is  the  proprietor  of  a hardware 
store,  and  has  established  a large  trade  in  the 
town  and  surrounding  country. 

Bfavkktown  Loihje,  No.  023,  I.  O.  of 
O.  F.  of  Pennsylvania.  Instituted  February 
22,  1868,  by  D,  D.  (1.  M.  Jackson  W.  dang- 
ler. The  following  were  the  lirst  officers: 
T.  G.,  Charles  C.  Fees;  X.  G.,  John  Y.  Shin- 
del  ; V.  G.,  Peter  Rigle;  secretary,  I.  I.  Man- 
beck  ; A.  S.,  J.  J.  Mattern  ; T.,  Moses  Speeht. 
Charter  members,  J.  D.  Conrad,  A.  M.  Snyder, 
F.  M.  Moutelius,  John  Y.  Shindel,  Charles  C. 
Fees,  Moses  Sjiecht,  Henry  S.  Freed,  Peter  Ri- 
gle,  Joseph  S.  Ulsli,  Moses  Krebs,  I.  T.  Man- 
bcek,  J.  J.  Mattern,  Edward  A.  Smith,  Frank- 
lin Koch  and  Abraham  Wagner.  The  lodge 
has  a membership  of  thirty-five. 

Chukoiii:s. — There  arc  at  the  present  time 
four  congregations  in  the  place, — Evangelical 
Lutheran,  of  the  General  Synod  .;  Lutheran,  of 
the  General  Council;  Reformed,  and  the  Evan- 
gelical Association. 

Of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  congrega- 
tions, the  following  facts  have  been  communi- 
cated by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Shindel,  of  Middle- 
burg:  The  Beavertown  congregation  was  formed, 
principally  of  the  western  part  of  the  Adams- 
burg  congregation,  and  was  organized  in  1851 
as  a Union  Church,  for  the  use  of  the  Lutheran 
and  Reformed  denominations.  The  material  of 
the  building  was  of  logs,  framed  and  weather- 
boarded,  and  jaunted  white.  The  corner-stone 
was  laid  on  the  27th  of  April,  1851,  in  the 
presence  of  a large  concourse  of  people.  The 
ministers  present  on  this  occasion  were 
Revs.  Derr  and  Hackman,  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  Revs.  J.  G.  Anspach  and  J.  P. 
Shindel,  of  the  Lutheran.  By  the  11th  of  Oc- 
tober following  the  house  was  finished  and 
ready  for  dedication,  which  took  place  that  day. 


The  ministers  jiresent  at  the  dedication  were, 
Revs.  R.  Duenger  and  A.  B.  Casper  of  the  Re- 
formed, and  Revs.  J.  G.  Ansjiach  and  J.  P. 
Shindel  of  the  Lutheran.  On  the  1th  of  Jauu- 
| ary,  1852,  Rev.  Shindel  took  charge  of  the  con- 
gregation as  Lutheran  minister,  and  Rev.  Hack- 
man,  as  Reformed  minister.  The  services  of 
both  pastors  were  well  attended.  Peace  and 
harmony  was  found  among  them,  and  rendered 
it  very  pleasant  for  the  ministers  to  serve.  Rev. 
Shindel  continued  to  serve  this  congregation 
until  January  24,  1869,  when  he  delivered  his 
valedictory  to  a large  congregation,  and  regretted 
very  much  that  his  health  woidd  not  permit  him 
to  continue  his  services  among  them.  During 
his  ministry  among  the  peojde,  he  admitted  hy 
confimation,  one  hundred  and  ten  young  jier- 
sons.  Inliis  own  words  Rev.  Shindel  says: 
u Although  we  enjoyed  our  relationship  very 
much,  as  minister  and  church  members,  we  were 
frequently  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
many  church  members,  and  to  jiay  the  last 
tribute  of  respect  to  them.  On  the  21st  of  No- 
vember, 1852,  we  were  called  upon  to  bury  one 
who  was  especially  warmly  engaged  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  congregation,  viz.,  Solomon 
Engel,  aged  fifty-three  years,  nine  months  and 
seven  days.  Many  others  were  followed  to  the 
grave,  who  now  sleep  in  that  Beavertown 
cemetery  ; such  as  Jacob  Beaver,  Simon  and 
Jacob  Aigler,  John  Massinger,  Levi  Fisher  and 
many  others.  On  the  4th  of  June,  1865,  we 
carried  to  the  grave,  the  remains  of  the  Hon. 
Ner  Middleswarth,  aged  eighty-two  years,  four 
months  and  twenty  days.  His  last  words 
spoken  to  me,  whilst  on  a visit  to  him  during 
his  sickness  were,  ‘ Thank  God  that  I have 
lived  to  see  the  Rebellion  crushed,  and  that  we 
have  a government.  I am  willing  to  die  now.’ 
This  was  the  last  time  1 saw  him.  He  was  a 
contributing  member  of  the  Beavertown  emigre- 
gation.  Many  of  his  family  belonged  to  that 
church. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Shindel  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  John  Kcmjifer,  who  came  as  a supply  in 
the  summer  of  1871.  Rev.  Kcmjifer  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  S.  P.  Orwig,  who  sujijdied 
the  congregation  from  January  to  Ajiril,  1872, 
when  he  was  regularly  elected  pastor.  This 
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oiiurrcgation  was  then  connected  with  the  Mid- 
illohurg  and  Hassinger’s  congregations,  and  to- 
['ithci'  these  three  constituted  the  Middleburg 
rliarge.  Rev.  Orwig  served  the  congregations 
until  ( lofober  1 , 1 878. 

After  his  resignation  a faction  of  the  congre- 
pition  organized  themselves  into  what  they 
railed  an  old  school  Lutheran  congregation,  and 
extended  a call  to  the  Rev.  Stetlcr,  of  the  Min- 
i'lerimn  of  Uennsylvania,  who  accepted  and  is 
•till  serving  them  (1 885).  The  old  congrega- 
tion at  the  same  time  called  Rev.  G.  Roth, 
April  18,  1875.  Each  congregation  claimed  the 
ri^l it  to  the  church,  which  resulted  in  litiga- 
tion for  some  years,  lint  the  decision  was 
ifiven  in  favor  of  the  last-named  congregation. 
Rev.  Roth  served  them  one  year  and  then  re- 
signed. 1 1 is  successor  was  the  Rev.  Kendall, 
Irving  them  one  year.  Rev.  Irwinc  became 
their  pastor  in  the  spring  of  1877  and  resigned 
May  1,  1881.  Rev.  Erod fuehrer  served  as  a 
•apply  about,  six  months. 


8 


\i 
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Rev.  Spangler  became  their  pastor  duly  10, 
A.  D.  1882,  and  resigned  December  2,  1888. 
Rev.  S.  P.  Orwig,  the  present  pastor,  received 
and  accepted  a call  and  became  their  pastor 
April  1,  188-1.  The  present  number  of  com- 
municants is  about  one  hundred. 

The  Lutheran  Congregation  sold  their  inter- 
est to  the  Reformed  and  erected  a neat  frame 
building  with  a lecture  room  on  the  first  floor 
ami  an  audience  chamber  on  flic  second  floor. 

The  Lutheran  Church  was  dedicated  on  the 
23d  of  Mav,  1880.  The  ministers  present  on 
this  occasion  were  Rev.  Ricmensnyder,  of 
Lowistown ; Rev.  Belliner,  of  Selin's  Grove; 
W’ieand,  of  Adamsburg;  d.  R.  Shindel,  of  M id- 
dleluirg;  Rev.  Honeycutt;  and  Rev.  I.  Irvine, 
pastor.  The  General  Council  Lutherans  still 
worship  with  the  Reformed  in  the  old  church. 

Tiik  Bufoumkd  Cornell  of  Bcavertown  is 
now  under  charge  of  the  Rev.  \V.  M.  Landis. 
Ail  account  of  the  pastors  who  have  served  the 
congregation  will  be  found  in  'the  sketch  of 
Christ  Reformed  Congregation,  of  Adamsburg. 

Tin:  Evanofliual  Council. — This  place 
of  worship  was  creeled  by  the  1 hiited  Brethren 
in  Christ  denomination  about  I8IJ5.  h was 
purchased  by  the  Evangelical  Association  in 


1872.  The  building  and  lot  are  worth  about 
six  hundred  dollars.  The  following  pastors 
have  been  in  charge:  S.  E.  Davis,  S.  Ycariek, 
A.  Krause,  d.  M.  Price,  N.  Young,  \\  . IT. 
Stover  and  S.  Smith. 

Schools. — Old  Reaver  township  embraced 
what  is  now  Reaver,  West  Reaver,  Adams  and 
Spring  townships,  and  within  its  limits  were 
school-houses  as  follows: 

There  was  a school-house  near  Jacob  1 1 ouser’s 
in  Reaver  township,  in  1818,  on  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Albright's  to  J lassinger’s  Mill.  Drees’ 
school-house,  in  Beaver  township,  was  erected 
in  18-10  on  road  leading  from  Middleburg  to 
I fassingcr’s  Mill. 

About  the  year  1820  Henry  Hendricks 
taught  school  in  a log  house  where  Jerry  IFerb- 
ster  now  lives,  about  two  and  a half  miles  north 
of  Adamsburg.  He  lived  near  Jack’s  Moun- 
tain and  was  in  the  habit  of  carrying  a bottle  of 
whisky.  Jacob  Mook  taught  an  English  and 
German  school  at  this  place  about  1828.  Mook 
moved  to  the  W est. 

Henry  Cook,  a German,  taught  in  the  log 
school-house  near  Troxelville  about  sixty  years 
ago.  He  taught  an  English  and  German 
school  and  was  noted  for  his  profanity  and  the 
severity  he  practiced  in  whipping  his  pupils. 

David  Overmever  taught  a German  and 
English  school  in  a log  school-house,  near  An- 
drew Ulsh,  now  Spring  township,  about  sixty 
years  ago. 

Henry  Young  taught  in  Adamsburg  in  a 
double  house  used  for  dwelling  and  school  pur- 
poses. He  was  the  organist  of  the  Lutheran 
and  Reformed  Congregation  at  Adamsburg,  and 
taught  many  years. 

Henry  Smith,  now  an  aged  and  respectable 
citizen  of  Adamsburg,  attended  these  schools 
from  sixteen  to  thirty  days  each  year,  which 
was  about  the  average  time  of  attendance  of 
each  pupil. 

J.  C.  WYiser  was  one  of  the  first  teachers  in 
Bcavertown.  Taught  about  the  year  1820  ; 
taught  German  and  English.  John  Long,  Cur- 
tis C.  Capirs,  John  M.  Boueli,  Daniel  Gross, 
Samuel  Scholl  were  among  the  early  teachers. 
When  J.  C.  \V  eiser  taught  school  at  Bcavertown 
he  kept  a tavern  opposite  where  Moses  Speeht 
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now  lives,  lie  Hogged  liis  j ,n j,i Is  unmercifully. 
John  Long  was  a good  and  merciful  teacher. 

Joel  Klinger,  aged  eighty-three  years,  now 
living  liclwccn  Ailainshnrg  and  Troxelville, 
taught  school  many  vears  prior  to  the  adoption 
of  the  free  school  svstem. 

Leaver  township  has  at  present  ten  school 
districts  with  an  -attendance  of  three  hundred 
and  seven  pupils.  The  school  property  is  val- 
ued at  ten  thousand  live  hundred  dollars. 

Four  of  the  schools  in  this  township  are  now 
embraced  in  the  new  township  “Spring.”  The 
new  school-house,  with  four  rooms,  in  Adams- 
burg,  is  now  embraced  in  “Spring”  township. 
Beavertowu  has  a first-class  school-house  with 
four  rooms. 

Leaver  township  adopted  the  free  school  sys- 
tem in  18  l!)  and  was  the  last  in  the  county  that 
accepted  the  system.  This  territory  now  has 
some  of  the  best  school-houses  in  the  county. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 


moses  spgcirr. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Beavertowu,  Snyder  County,  Pennsylvania, 
March  4,  1818,  where  he  has  resided  up  to  this 
time.  He  is  a son  of  Adam  Speclit,  who  was  a 
corporal  of  Captain  Henry  Miller’s  company, 
attached  to  the  regiment  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel George  Weiriek,  at  Marcus 
1 loo  k,  N ovember  10,  1M4.  Adam  Spcoht 
came  to  New  Merlin  in  1701,  when  he  was  seven 
years  old.  In  later  years  he  married  Catharine 
Smith,  a daughter  of  Peter  Smith.  W hen  he 
moved  to  Beavertowu  it  was  a village  that  con- 
tained oulv  a few  houses.  At  this  place  he 
carried  on  the  pottery  business  many  years.  He 
died  November  li,  1872,  aged  eighty-eight  years. 
His  wife  died  April  20,  1870,  aged  eighty-two 
years.  Thev  are  interred  together  in  the  Bea- 
vertown  Cemetery. 

In  the  year  1839,  when  he  had  just  arrived  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he  was  elected  con- 
stable of  Old  Beaver  township,  which  then  em- 
braced the  territory  of  what  is  now  Beaver, 


i W est  Beaver,  Ad  aius  and  Spring  townships. 
In  1845  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Beaver  township,  succeeded  Solomon  Fugle,  hut 
resigned  before  the  expiration  of  his  term.  He 
has  also  served  as  seliool  director  lor  many 
j years  at  different  periods,  and  has  been  one  of 
j the  auditors  of  Beaver  township  for  a period  of 
forty  years.  In  the  year  1801  Frederick  Bau.-e, 
I the  sheriff  - ('  Snyder  County,  died,  when  Mr. 

J Spec-lit  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
i sylvania  to  fill  the  unexpired  term.  In  the  full 
of  1862  the  people  of  Snyder  County  elected 
I him  to  the  office  of  sheriff.  He  served  the  full 
term  with  great  acceptance  to  the  people,  lie 
used  every  means  at  his  command  to  save  those 
; against  whom  he  had  executions.  All  his  olli- 
cial  acts  were  characterized  by  promptness  and 
correct  official  duty,  but  they  were  “ tempered 
J with  mercy”  to  the  needy.  He  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Beavertowu,  in  the  year  1840, 
which  position  he  has  held  under  all  the  ad- 
i ministrations,  with  one  exception,  to  this  date — 

J a period  of  forty-two  years,  lie  also  served  a 
’ full  term  as  county  auditor  of  Snyder  County. 

] At  the  annual  settlements  he  scrutinized  every 
| item,  and  suffered  nothing  to  pass  unless  striet- 
! ly  in  accordance  with  justice  to  all  concerned. 
Tl.  ;sc  evidences  of  confidence  by  the  people 
among  whom  he  was  born  and  reared  are  the 
strongest  commentary  that  could  be  written  of 
! his  worth  as  a citizen. 

In  his  youthful  days  he  learned  the  gunsmitli- 
ing  trade,  and  was  engaged  in  the  business  of 
his  trade  for  a number  of  years.  lie  attended 
the  subscription  school  of  his  native  town  three 
terms,  of  three  months  each,  where  he  learned 
reading,  writing  and  the  rudiments  of  arithmetic. 
The  schools  of  his  youthful  davs  were  taught 
by  poorly-qualified  teachers,  and  he  is  “a  self- 
made  man,”  so  far  as  his  education  is  concerned. 
By  application  and  experience  he  became  a good 
) accountant  and  acquired  a business  education. 
In  the  year  1845  he  erected  the  building  he  now 
occupies,  to  which  he  has  added  improvement', 
as  the  demands  of  his  business  required,  and 
has  here  kept  a public-house  up  to  this  time. 

I It  has  acquired  a wide  reputation  for  the  excel- 
lent manner  in  which  it  is  conducted.  In  1847 
• he  commenced  the  mercantile  business,  in  which 
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lie  has  been  engaged  up  to  this  time,  having  ! 
one  of  the  largest  store-rooms  in  the  county. 
He  was  instrumental  in  having  the  steam  tan- 
nery located  in  Keaverlown,  which  is  an  enter- 
prise  that  gives  employment  to  a number  of 
men,  and  at  which  about  two  thousand  tons  of 

| 

hark  are  annually  consumed.  It  is  the  leading 
business  of  the  town. 

I Ie  was  one  of  the  principal  , .projectors  of 
of  the  Sunbury  and  Lewistown  Kail  road,  and 


mer  are  located,  and  devoted  an  entire  summer 
to  the  completion  of  this  enterprise  without 
compensation.  In  the  year  187!)  he  graded 
two  miles  of  the  changed  line  of  this  road, 
doing  the  hardest  work  on  the  line  at  a cost  of 
eleven  thousand  dollars.  He  carted  into  one 
till  fifty-eight  thousand  loads  of  dirt.  He  was 
the  contractor  and  built  the  Lutheran  and  lie- 
formed  Church  at  Beavertown,  in  the  vear  lNot), 
which  was  the  first  church  erected  in  the  place. 


served  as  a director  of  (he  company  until  it  was  I 1 To  also  contracted  lor  and  built  the  eommodi- 
ia  running  order,  lie  secured  subscriptions  ! ous  brick  school-house,  with  four  rooms,  in 
from  citizens  of  the  locality  where  the  road  is  i Beavertown,  in  the  year  1880,  and  suggested  a 
located  totheamounl  of  thirty  thousand  dollars;  j number  ol"  improvements,  which  were  adopted 
collected  and  paid  the  whole  amount  to  the  cor-  i after  the  plan  had  been  made  by  the  directors, 
^oration.  Ife  secured  the  gratuitous  right  of  j Mr.  iSpecht  has  three  children,  all  living  in 
} way  for  eighteen  miles  of  the  road,  and  free  and  Beavertown, — Arthur,  Louisa  and  Horace.  Ar- 
imeneumbered  deeds  and  titles  for  the  lands  thur  carries  on  the  foundry  business,  in  which 
, where  the  stations  at  McClure,  Adamsburir,  his  father  had  also  been  engaged  for  many 

i . . ' 3 ’ 

beavertown,  I’axlonville,  Middleburgand  Kre-  j years,  Horace  has  a notion-store, 
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lie  lias  lived  to  sec:  tlie  small  village  grow 
into  a business  town  on  tlie  railroad  in  which 
lie  is  so  miii'li  interested.  lie  etui  look  with 
pleasure  on  the  buildings  lie.  has  creeled  in  his 
native  tow  n,  and  the  places  of  business  his  ener- 
gy and  enterprise  have  brought  into  existence, 
lie  is  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  and  is  a living 
exemplification  of  the  proverb — “Whatsoever 
1 1 1 \r  hand  Findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy 
might,”  and  “ he  that  driveth  with  a slack  hand 
become! li  poor,  but  the  hand  of  the  diligent 
maketli  rich.” 
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WEST  HEAVER  TOWNSHIP. 

Tin:  first  effort  to  divide  Heaver  township 
was  in  February,  1839,  when  a petition  was 
presented  to  the  court,  and  viewers  were  ap- 
pointed as  follows  : Samuel  Barber,  Robert  (1. 
11.  Ilavs  and  George  Ivremer.  These,  viewers 
made  a report  at  September  term,  1839,  setting 
forth,  “ 'That  on  the  20th  day  of  August  last, 
they  fixed  a division  line  and  suggested  that  the 
new  township  be  called  Lewis  township.”  This 
report  was  not  confirmed.  Another  petition 
was  presented  for  the  same  purpose  tit  the  Jan- 
uary term,  18-13,  and  Mr.  M.  II.  Weaver, 
Thomas  Bower  and  James  K.  Davis  were  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  view  the  township. 
'They  reported  at  April  term,  1843,  a division 
line,  as  it  existed  prior  to  the  formation  of  Spring 
township,  which  report  was  confirmed  by  the 
court  on  May  1(1,  1843,  and  the  new  township 
named  W est  Beaver. 

The  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Beaver 
township  for  an  account  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  township,  'flic  following  is  a list  of  the 
names  of  property-owners  and  their  occupa- 
tions, who  lived  in  this  township  between  the 
years  1839  and  1.8f)0; 


Geo.  Arbogast,  stage-driver. 
1 1 vary  Annual,  stage-driver. 
l>aniel  Alter,  carpenter. 

.1  aeob  lireiner. 

Daniel  linker,  Sr.,  farmer. 
William  Merger,  shoemaker. 
.1 . Raumgartner,  Sr.,  laborer. 
John  Mrannoii,  laborer. 
Daniel  Merger,  millwright. 
,1.  Mamngartiier,  J r.,  laborer. 


Henry  Menfer,  fanner. 
Daniel  Maker,  Jr.,  farmer. 
William  Hard,  shoemaker, 
inn-keeper  and  postmaster. 
John  Mobb,  farmer. 

( 'hris’n  Mrown,  store-keeper. 
William  Maker,  gentleman. 
I’hilip  Maker,  farmer. 

Fred.  Maker,  Sr.,  laborer, 

1 1 . Maimigartoer,  laborer. 


Samuel  Mrmmer,  laborer. 

M iebael  Moyer,  laborer. 

John  Maker,  Sr.,  farmer. 

I red.  Mak er,  .1  r.,  laborer. 

A.  Maunigarlner, Sr.,  weaver. 
Ilenrv  Cosgrove.  inn-keeper 
and  postmaster. 

John  Diemer,  farmer. 

Charles  I larnley,  farmer. 
William  Damley,  laborer, 
t Tiarles  ) >a  m ley,  Jr.,  fanner. 
George  Erb,  farmer. 

Israel  Erb,  shoemaker, 
tolm  Erb,  shoemaker. 

David  Eessler,  eliair-niaker. 
Abraham  Freed,  laborer. 

Isaac  Fees,  inn-keeper,  dep- 
uty postmaster. 

Deter  Fees,  gentleman. 

Henry  Felker,  farmer. 

John  Felker,  farmer. 

Joseph  Felker,  miller. 

Deter  Freese,  farmer. 

Elias  Fuhrman,  farmer. 
Henry  Gross,  farmer. 

George  Goss,  Sr.,  farmer. 
Jacob  Goss,  wagoner. 

Henry  Goss,  son  of  George, 
shoemaker. 

Henry  li.  Goss,  son  of  1 lenry, 
farmer. 

Henry  Goss,  Sr.,  farmer. 
George  Goss,  J r.,  farmer. 
John  Gross,  gelder. 

M.  Gcrhardt,  Jr.,  farmer. 
Samuel  D.  Grail',  farmer  and  ] 
saw-mill. 

Elias  Goss,  laborer. 

Deter  Goss,  Sr.,  farmer. 

Deter  Goss,  Jr.,  blacksmith. 
Simon  Goss,  carpenter. 

Widow  Catherine  Hoffman. 
Henry  IIoll,  farmer. 

Daniel  llerbster,  laborer. 
Thomas  llerbster,  laborer. 
George  llerbster,  laborer. 
Henry  Hook,  weaver. 

I),  Ilassingor,  Jr.,  farmer. 
Deter  Heater,  farmer. 

Daniel  Hartley,  laborer. 

J.  Ilinely,  farmer,  distiller)'. 
Jacob  Hartman,  shoemaker. 

I )avid  1 lollocher,  tanner. 
George  lloofnagle,  mason. 
Widow  llammel. 

Deter  llerbster,  farmer. 

Jacob  llerbster,  farmer. 
Gabriel  llerbster,  carpenter. 
William  Heater,  laborer. 
Deter  Hodman,  laborer. 

Geo.  Henry,  Sr.,  gentleman. 
John  Hartley,  pearl  button- 
maker. 

Frederick  Haines,  laborer. 
Henry  lloofnagle,  laborer. 
Jacob  llerseh,  laborer. 


Deter  Knepp,  Sr.,  farmer. 
Widow  Maria  Krebs. 

Henry  Krebs,  farmer. 
Charles  Krebs,  farmer. 
Jaeob  K rebs,  laborer. 

Daniel  Knepp,  Jr.,  laborer. 
James  Kalpet/cr,  laborer. 
Adam  Kalpct/.cr,  Jr.,  black- 
smith. 

Daniel  Koch,  tailor. 

Henry  Knepp,  Jr.,  farmer. 
11.  Knepp,  Sr.,  gentleman. 
Simon  Kersteltcr,  farmer. 
Jacob  Klick,  laborer. 
Willow  Catherine  Klick. 
Adam  Kalpetzer, Sr., cooper. 
John  K nepp,  Sr.,  farmer. 
John  It.  K nepp,  Jr.,  fanner. 
Daniel  Knepp,  Sr.,  farmer. 
Reuben  Koch,  tailor. 

Jaeob  Keinmerling,  Sr, 
gentleman. 

Jacob  Koons,  laborer. 
George  Kline,  farmer. 
Michael  Kline,  farmer. 
Jacob  Kline,  farmer. 

John  Kline,  Jr.,  farmer. 
John  K line,  Sr.,  farmer. 
John  K riek,  farmer. 

George  Keliley,  farmer. 
Daniel  Keliley,  carpenter. 
George  Knepp,  farmer. 
Henry  It.  Knepp,  teacher. 
John  Keller,  laborer. 

Jesse  Leplcy,  laborer. 
Michael  l.epley,  farmer. 

.[oh n Lash,  farmer. 

John  T.elir,  weaver. 

Henry  Lieh tie,  shoemaker. 
A.  K.  Middleswartli,  farmer. 
Andrew  Miek,  farmer. 

II.  II.  Mageritz,  justice. 
Mageritz,  Smith  A Mageritz. 
George  Mageritzs  heirs, 
grist  and  saw-mill. 
Charlotte  Mageritz. 

John  Moyer,  farmer  ami 
saw-mill. 

Daniel  Mattern,  mason. 
Isaac  Mattern,  farmer, 
j 1 lenry  M i Her,  farmer, 
j Jacob  Mattern,  mason. 

I I’hilip  Manhcck,  farmer. 
Michael  Maurer,  farmer. 
John  Maurer,  farmer. 
Henry  Maurer. 

Widow  Miteliel,  clover  amt 
saw-mill. 

j Anthony  Manbeck,  farmer, 
j Edward  A.  Mageritz,  farmer. 
Joseph  Manbeck,  laborer. 
Conrad  Moll,  shoemaker. 
Henry  Moyer,  farmer. 
Jaeob  Middloswartli,  farmer. 
Jaeob  Neidig,  tanner. 

David  Oeker,  carpenter. 
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John  01  dt,  fanner,  saw-mill. 
Daniel  I’rice,  succeeded  by 
llcnjamin,  farmer. 

U'illiam  Price,  farmer. 

John  Peter,  Sr.,  farmer  and 
saw-mill. 

John  Peter,  Jr.,  laborer. 

Jacob  Peter,  carpenter. 

Henry  Peter,  farmer. 

Leonard  Peter,  gentleman. 
Jacob  Price,  Lai  lor. 

Joseph  Pontius,  farmer. 
George  Uomig,  laborer. 

John  D.  Romig,  farmer. 

Sam’l  Reninger,  shoenniker. 
llenj.  Ream,  blacksmith. 

Geo.  N.  Itotli,  blacksmith. 
Jonathan  Rotuig,  farmer. 
George  Ritter,  farmer. 
N’icholas  Reitz,  laborer. 

Henry  Ritter,  Sr.,  farmer. 
Jacob  Ritter,  farmer. 

James  Rauch,  miller. 

Henry  Rauch,  farmer,  grist 
and  saw-mill. 

Henry  Ritter,  Jr.,  farmer. 
Susanna,  widow  of  .1 . Itomig- 
Thomas  Rustun,  pearl  hut- 
ton-maker. 

Solomon  Romig,  Jr.,  farmer. 
S.  Itomig,  Sr.,  gentleman. 
Isaac  Romig,  farmer. 

Peter  Romig,  laborer. 

Daniel  Romig,  farmer. 

John  Romig,  Sr.,  grist  and 
saw-mill. 

John  Romig,  Jr.,  farmer. 
Widow  Margaret  Rager,  tan- 
yard. 

John  Royer’s  heirs. 

William  Smith,  teacher. 
Philip  Spigelmyer,  farmer. 
Daniel  Spigelmyer,  laborer. 
Adam  Slmut.  laborer. 

,1.  Smith,  farmer,  saw-mill. 

J.  Smith,  Sr.,  gentleman. 
Jacob  Spigelmyer,  farmer. 
David  Spade,  unseated  land. 
J.  Spigelmyei1,  Jr.,  laborer. 
Godlicb  Specht,  doctor. 
George  Smith,  farmer. 

Jacob  J . Smith,  farmer. 
Solomon  Sleininger,  farmer. 
John  Stumplf,  Sr.,  farmer 
and  saw-mill. 


Joseph  StumpfT,  farmer. 
William  Stumplf,  farmer. 
Samuel  Stumplf,  carpenter. 

1).  Sleininger,  gentleman. 
David  Sleininger,  farmer. 

J.  Sleininger,  fulling-mill. 
Peter  Shreller,  weaver. 

Peter  Strousc,  farmer. 

1 faniel  Strousc. 

Levi  F.  Smith,  blacksmith. 
Simon  Sleininger,  farmer. 
Matthias  Smith,  farmer. 

Joint  Strousc,  millwright. 
Solomon  Stuck,  laborer. 

John  Snook,  Sr.,  farmer. 
Reuben  Sbadey,  farmer. 

Isaac  Snook,  laborer. 

Solomon  Snook,  laborer. 

C.  Swanger,  shoemaker. 

Peter  Sipe,  cabinet-maker. 

J.  Sleininger,  blacksmith. 
Jacob  F.  Smith,  blacksmith.  ! 
William  Shilling,  laborer.  I 
Joseph  R.  Stumpfl’  single, 
farmer. 

Jacob  Stumplf,  supervisor. 
Henry  Spigelmyer,  farmer. 
Daniel  Swanger,  farmer. 
William  Truster,  farmer. 
George  Truster,  farmer. 

John  Truster,  farmer. 

John  Try,  farmer. 

Andrew  IJIsli,  Sr.,  farmer  j 
and  postmaster. 

Andrew  lilsh,  Jr.,  farmer. 
John  Fish,  farmer,  saw-mill.  [ 
George  Wiandt,  farmer. 

John  Weiand,  Sr.,  farmer. 
Adam  Wagner,  Sr.,  laborer. 
Adam  Wagner,  Jr.,  laborer. 
Elias  Wagner,  laborer. 

George  Wagner,  miller. 

Moses  Weader,  laborer. 

Amos  Wireman,  farmer. 

John  Weader,  fanner. 

Elias  Weader,  farmer. 

Andrew  Weader,  farmer. 
George  Wagner,  laborer. 

John  Wagner,  farmer. 

Daniel  Wagner,  farmer. 
George  D.  Wagner,  farmer. 
John  Weiand.  Jr.,  laborer. 

I .lldwig  Vetter,  farmer. 

John  Voting,  laborer. 


There  tire  two  villages  in  tin’s  township — 
Bannerville  and  McClure.  Many  of  its  inhab- 
itants devote  their  time  and  attention  ro  agricul- 
ture. The  school-houses  and  churches  erected 
throughout  (lie  township  bear  testimony  of  the 
advanced  character  of  ibis  community,  extend- 
ing through  the  township  is  the  ISiinhury  and 


Lewistown  Railroad,  which  also  tends  to  invig- 
orate business  and  private  enterprise. 

The  churches  established  are  Evangelical 
Lutheran  (General  Synod)  on  Black  ( )ak  Ridge; 
the  Union  Church,  of  Lutheran  and  Reformed, 
at  the  same  place;  Evangelical  Association 
(Baker’s  Church),  at  Cosgrave  Hall  ; Evangeli- 
cal Association,  tit  McClure.  St.  .John’s  congre- 
gation was  organized  in  1 71)0  by  the  Rev.Gcist- 
weist,  and  a few  years  after  a church  was  built 
on  Black  Oak  Ridge  by  the  Reformed  and 
Lutheran  congregations.  Jt  was  used  jointly 
until  1876,  when  the  Lutherans  withdrew  and 
built  St.  Paul’s  Church  not  far  away.  Old  St. 
John’s  Church  was  torn  down  in  the  same  year 
and  the  present  church  built  by  the  Reformed 
and  General  Council  Brethren.  The  conercRa- 
tion  is  in  the  “ Old  Beaver  Charge,”  and  in  the 
care  of  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Landis,  who  resides  at 
Adamsbur<r. 

St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church  (General  Synod) 
stands  on  Black  Oak  Ridge,  in  West  Beaver 
township.  This  congregation  was  formed  out 
of  a part  of  the  Lutheran  congregation,  which 
worshipped  in  old  St.  John’s  Church,  with  the 
Reformed  congregation.  A separation  took 
place  about  1876,  and  in  that  year  St.  Paul’s 
Church  was  erected. 

rannervii.ee. 

Up  to  about  1850  the  village  now  known  as 
Bannerville  was  known  by  different  names,  the 
most  prominent  of  which  was  Clieesetown.  Be- 
fore the  railroad  was  built,  and  when  Henry 
Aurand  and  Isaac  Fees  carried  the  United 
States  mail  and  passengers  from  Lewistown  to 
Northumberland  and  hack,  in  the  old-style 
stage-coaches,  their  route  lay  directly  through 
this  locality.  Jtso  happened  that  a certain  old 
ladv  living  at  the  east  end  of  (he  village  was  a 
great  lover  of  “ Dutch  cheese,”  which  she  her- 
self manufactured.  These  were  made  in  the 
sliitpe  of  apple-dumplings,  and  in  order  to  get 
the  proper  flavor  were  exposed  to  the  sun  and 
weather  by  being  placed  on  a hoard  on  the  roof 
of  the  front  porch,  'flic  cheese  being  thus 
placed  to  public  view,  some  of  the  stage  passen- 
gers, who  had  frequently  traveled  the  road,  at 
last  inquired  the  name  of  the  place,  whereupon 
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an  old  passenger  replied  “ Cheeselow’n.”  This 
name  was  attached  to  the  place  idr  many  years, 
when,  d urine'  a po]  ideal  eon  test  in  t he  township, 
if  was  found  that  the  voters  in  the  village  all 
belonged  to  one  party,  lienee  the  name  Banncr- 
ville  was  adopted.  The  place  is  situated  almost 
mi  the  M i 111 i n ( dimly  line,  and  is  about,  live 
live  miles  north  of  McClure  railroad  station. 
Among  the  old  citizens  of  the  town  we  are  able 
to  recall  John  Peter,  Sr.,  John  I fieincr,  justice 
of  the  peace,  Solomon  Steininger,  William 
Stciningcr,  Sr.,  -Jacob  Smith,  Henry  Hook, 
Gabriel  I lerbster,  carpenter,  and  Peter  Knepp. 
John  Fike  kept  store  in  1855  at  this  place; 
James  Price  in  1 850,  ’57,  ’58,  and  afterwards 
.Brower,  Ulsli  and  Shellenberger.  Dr.  -J.  V. 
Shindel  located  and  practiced  herefrom  1855  to 
1857.  After  him  Drs.  Manning  Bowes,  II. 
Kothrock,  J'.  II.  Swigart  and  now  Dr.  I.  D. 
Shine.  Dr.  Jackson  ( )rwig,  dentist,  was  a prom- 
inent citizen,  and  died  here.  Tracing  the  foot- 
steps of  their  fathers,  we  now  have  Ileubcn  Smith, 
'Thomas  Hcrbster,  Hiram  I lerbster,  Joseph 
Peters  and  Peter  Knepp,  There  is  no  ehureh 
at  Bannerville,  the  citizens  being-divided  among 
the  churches  .surrounding.  In  1850  a Sunday- 
school  was  organized  and  met  in  the  public 
school-house.  -John  Diemcr  was  the  first  sup- 
erintendent and  Dr.  -J.  Y.  Shindel  the  first 
scerctarv.  This  Sunday-school  is  still  in  exist- 
ence, and  continues  to  prosper.  .Regular  postal 
communication  has  been  established  between 
this  place  and  Met 'lure,  thus  affording  to  the 
citizens  several  daily  mails  to  and  from  the 
great  business  centres.  Bannerville  is  situated 
near  the  road  that  leads  to  “ Little  Valley,”  or 
“ New  Lancaster,”  where  many  hunters  of  deer 
and  other  game  go  during  the  hunting  season. 
A late  business  directory  of  the  place  gives  us 
the  following:  John  O.  Gross,  lumber;  E. 
Knepp,  carpenter;  Allen  E.  Roth  rook,  tanner; 
Enoch  Shellenberger,  general  store;  (diaries  A. 
Smith,  wagon-maker;  Solomon  Wagner,  black- 
smith. The  place  contains  a population  of 
about  seventy-five. 

.\I°CUJKK. 

'flic  land  where  now  stands  Met  Jure  was 
owned  in  I -S < > 7 by  George;  Stuck.  At  this  time 


the  Middle  Greek  Railroad  (now  the  Sunhun 
and  Lewistown  Railroad)  was  finally  located. 
George  Stuck  then  laid  out  a few  lots  and  called 
the  place  “ Stuckton.”  It  was  then  a town 
without  houses.  In  July,  1871,  the  owner  of 
the  land  deeded  a lot  containing  one  acre  and 
one  hundred  and  I went  y-seven  perches,  to  the 
railroad  company  on  w hich  now' stands  McClure 
Station.  Soon  after  this  the  farm  was  sold  to 
G.  E.  Holshue,  who,  in  August,  1871,  employed 
A.  K.  Gift  to  lay  out  a town-plot.  The  name 
Stuckton  was  dropped,  and  the  name  McClure, 
in  honor  of  Alexander  K.  McClure,  then  an 
officer  of  the  railroad  company,  was  given  to  tin- 
plot.  The  number  of  lots  laid  out  was  two 
hundred  and  nine. 

McClure  is  well  located,  and  is  accessible 
from  all  points  by  good  roads.  Grain  and 
produce  are  brought  from  quite  a distance,  and 
shipped  from  this  point.  Mrs.  Dolly  Over- 
mycr  built  the  first  house,  on  the  north  side  of 
Railroad  Street,  in  1871.  She  was  a very  in- 
dustrious woman,  and,  it  is  said,  dug  the  cellar 
for  the  house;  herself.  In  the  same  year,  .Abra- 
ham Holshue,  a brother  o!  the  proprietor, 
erected  the  first  business  house,  for  a dry-goods 
and  general  store,  on  the  west  corner  of  Bower 
and  Walker  Streets.  This  building  was  de- 
stroyed by  lire  in  the  spring  of  1885,  as  tin- 
property  of  Miss  -lane  Troxcll.  She  sold  tin- 
lot  to  II.  V'.  Ulsh,  who  rebuilt  soon  after  the 
fire.  The  first  blacksmith  and  wagon-maker’s 
shops  in  the  place  were  erected  in  1872  by  II. 
11.  Smith,  on  the  east  side  of  Bower  Street. 
About  1873,  Reuben  D.  Walter  built  a hotel 
on  the  northeast  corner  of  Bower  and  Railroad 
Streets,  on  lot  No.  1 Id.  The  first  hotel  started 
close  by  McClure  was  by  John  Krieh  : this  was 
in  18<)7,  about  the  time  of  grading  the  rail- 
road.  Several  years  ago  lvrieh  quit  the  hotel 
business  (w  hich  was  carried  on  in  a very  primi- 
tive style)  and  is  still  living,  being  now  in  his 
eighty-fifth  year,  lie  has  resided  in  this  local- 
ity all  his  life.  John  Eclker  is  another  pioneer 
of  the  place.  He  is  now  eighty-six  years  old, 
still  halo  and  hearty.  Many  years  ago  Jacob 
Smith  built  a water-power  saw-mill  near  where 
the  town  now  is.  'The  mill  is  still  in  existence 
and  running.  In  1 88-1,  Joseph  Johnson  built 
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1 steam  stave-factory  near  the  old  saw-mill.  1 
The  same  year  Johnson  sold  out  to  Ilowell 
A Reeder,  who  still  continue  the  manufacture  j 
of  staves.  In  1880  William  Bratton  started 
the  first  foundry.  At  the  present  time  there  is 
one  church  in  the  place,  called  the  Evangelical. 
Though  the  town  is  still  small,  it  can  boast  of 
a good  brass  band.  Its  population  is  about 
«evcnty-five.  The  two  general  stores  of  the 
place  are  conducted  by  II.  W.  Ulsh  and  Jacob 
Transuc.  C.  W.  Fisher  is  the  miller;  J.  C. 
Ilowell,  the  blacksmith  ; Felix  Long,  butcher; 
Jacob  Miller,  hotel;  and  Amos  Snook,  saw- 
mill and  distiller. 

Gravd  Army  Post.— Captain  Michael 
Smith  Post,  No.  3 do,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of 
Pennsylvania,  located  at  McClure,  was  organ- 
ized at  Bannerville,  July  23,  1883,  by  P.  C.,  W. 
\\T.  Trout,  of  Post  17G.  Charter  members, — 
Emanuel  Peter,  George  Benfer,  William  Lop- 
ley,  Henry  M.  Ulsh,  Joseph  D.  Ulsh,  Lewis 
Treaster,  W illiam  Jverstetter,  Amos  Snook, 
Henry  Kaldey,  Tobias  JO.  Reitz,  John  I.  Smith, 
W illiam  I lerbstcr,  John  S.  Uommel. 

Tin;  officers  for  1884  were:  P.  C.,  N,  B. 
Middleswarth  ; S.  V.  C.,  John  S.  Hoinmel  ; J. 
V.  C'.,  John  I.  Smith  ; O.  D.,  George  Benfer  ; 
O.  (4.,  William  l lerbstcr ; Chapl.,  Henry 
lvahley;  Surg.  'Tobias  E.  Reitz;  Q.  M.,  Amos 
Snook  ; Adjt.,  Henry  S.  Spiglemycr;  S.  M., 
W illiam  Lcpley;  Q.  M.  S.,  Emanuel  Peter. 

Officers  for  1885  were:  P.  C.,  George  Ben- 
I’cr ; S.  V.  C.,  John  S.  Hommcl ; J.  V.  C., 
Lewis  Treaster;  Q.  M.,  John  I.  Smith  ; Chapl., 
Charles  A.  Smith  ; O.  D.,  Wilson  Roniig. 

There  are  at  present  forty-seven  members  in 
good  standing.  It  has  observed  Memorial  1 )av 
since  its  organization  bv  decorating  the  graves  of 
the  noble  dead  at  the  following-named  ceme- 
teries: St.  I’aul,  St.  John,  Baker,  Samuel, 
Lawver  and  Chapel,  traveling  a distance  of 
twenty-three  miles  during  the  day. 

Eiji.'C.VTIoxa R. — There  are  at  present  seven 
schools  in  the  township,  three  having  been  lately 
taken  off  in  that  part  of  the  township  formed 
into  Spring  township. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 

ABRAM  K.  M 1 1 > OLIiS  W ART  1 1 . 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  lion. 
Nor  Middleswarth,  was,  without  doubt,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  valuable  citizens  of 
Central  Pennsylvania.  Nearly  all  his  life  was 
devoted  to  the  service  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  he  was  recognized  by  members  of  all 
political  parties  as  a thoroughly  representative 
public  man.  Of  his  many  years  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  chamber  of 
this  State  and  in  the  halls  of  Congress  of 
the  nation  the  records  bear  proper  testimony, 
and  his  ability  was  fully  shown  when  occupy- 
ing for  several  years  the  chair  of  Speaker  of 
the  House  at  Harrisburg.  Of  his  children, 
Abram  K.  and  Aaron  J.  were  twins,  born 
January  22,  1815,  in  Beaver  township.  Union 
County  (now  Snyder  County),  and  as  both 
these  gentlemen  are  still  living,  it  is  believed 
they  are  the  oldest  living  twins  in  the  coun- 
try. Abram  Kelley  Middleswarth  attended 
the  regular  district  schools,  and  when  he  left 
school  went  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  where 
he  remained  until  1838,  when  he  removed  to 
West  Beaver  township  and  managed  his  father’s 
farm  until  he  had  purchased  three  others  besides 
the  one  he  was  living  upon.  In  1 83G  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  military  movement, 
and  in  1839  was  elected  first  lieutenant  in  the 
volunteer  company,  and  in  1842  was  promoted 
by  unanimous  vote  to  the  captaincy,  in  which 
position  he  served  for  seven  years.  At  that 
time  he  was  elected  ad  jutant  of  the  battalion  and 
remained  therein  until  the  breaking  up  of  the 
same.  \\  hen  it  became  necessary  that  the 
township  elect  school  directors  by  the  general 
choice,  Captain  Middleswarth  was  first  elected  to 
that  honorable  position,  serving  in  it  nine  years. 
He  has  been  chosen  to  fill  various  township 
offices,  and,  in  18G2,  was  elected  countv  com- 
missioner and  served  in  such  capacity  the  full 
term  of  three  years,  to  the  advantage  and  satis- 
faction of  the  people. 

On  .January  1G,  183G,  Captain  Middleswarth 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  IVter  and  Wilhelmina  (Uas>ingerj 
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I In  j>,  who  was  born  March  9,  1817,  and  the  Clementine  Hhindel,  born  August  8,  1 858,  nmr- 
loll  owing-named  children  have  been  born  to  riod  William  M.  Bratton;  two  children  have 
such  union:  Delilah,  born  May  27,  18.‘57,  mar-  been  born  to  them — Charles  Abraham  (<lr- 
ried  John  I'Ylker,  and  has  borne  him  seven  ceased),  Flizabclh  Dora,  born  January,  1880. 
children — Abram  (died  in  infancy),  Flizabel h Captain  Middlcswarlh  is  now,  in  his  seventy- 
(died  in  childhood),  Reuben  N.,  Mary  Id.,  Isaac  first  year,  a hale  and  vigorous  man.  He. shaves 
R.,  llcttic  ('.and  John  A.  Reuben  X.  married  himself  and  attends  to  his  large  farming  i uter- 
Miss  Sallie  A I i Her  am  1 has  two  children — Crank  1 ests  and  gives  good  promise  of  a long  life.  In 
Foster  and  G.  Elizabeth.  Mary  F.  married  politics  he  has  been  a life-long  Republican,  as 
Robert  F.  Krebs  and  has  borne  two  children — his  name  almost  says,  in  Snyder  County;  and 


Charles  Fester  and  Yernie  Flizabeth.  Isaac, 
born  IS  10,  married  Miss  Mary  Spccht,  who  iias 
borne  him  four  children — Charles  Merrill,  Fm- 
met  F.,  George  F.  and  Fi/./.ie  J.  JNer  B.,  born 
January,  RS  I I,  married  Miss  Amelia  Drecse, 
who  has  borne  him  one  child,  Laura  S.,  who 
marries  l II  oward  IJlsh,  and  has  born  him  one 
child,  a girl,  unmarried.  Flvina,  born  January, 
IS  Id,  married  George  W.  Beider,  and  has  borne 
him  live  children — Charles  F.  (deceased),  Car- 
rie F.,  Reuben  X.,  John  and  Katie.  Sallie 


in  religious  connection  he  became  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  at  Adamsburg  in  1811, 
and  is  a regular  attendant  upon  the  services. 


CHARTER  XI. 

CICNTRK  TOWNSHIP. 

At  August  sessions,  I SO  I,  a petition  was  pre- 
sented at  Northumberland  County  Court,  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Renn  and  part  of  Beaver 
townships,  setting  forth  the  necessity  of  dividing 
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the  town.sl) i [>  Penn.  Thomas  Sh i pton,  John 
Weirick  and  Frederick  Fvans  were  appointed 
m divide  (lie  township.  At  April  sessions, 
1805,  these  commissioners  made  their  report, 
.mil  declared  that  they  had  laid  out  a new  tovn- 
•liip,  with  the  follow  i ng  boundaries : “I  loginning 
from  or  ne:  ir  M owrer’s  M ill,  to  I ’cter  ( iodshall’s  ; 
tlienee  along  the  election  district  line  to  George 
Thomas’  place;  thence  to  Thomas  1 hill’s  place, 
and  up  Jack’s  Mountain  to  the  summit;  tlienee 
along  the  same  to  Penn’s  Creek,  a little  above 
Wcirick’s;  tlienee  down  the  same  to  M owrer’s 
Mill  aforesaid.”  The  court  confirmed  this  re- 
port and  ordered  the  new  township  to  be  called 
■'Centre.” 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  new  town- 
ship as  then  formed  embraced  all  the  territory 
of  the  present  Centro  and  Franklin  tow  nships, 
as  well  as  part  of’ Middle  ( h eck  township.  Con- 
cerning this  territorv  we  would  present  the  fol- 
lowing historical  facts:  Prior  to  1814,  Freder- 
ick Stees  erected  and  operated  two  grist-mills, 
two  distilleries  and  two  saw-mills.  One  of  the 
I'l’ist-m ills  was  situated  one-half  mile  south  of 
Middloburg,  and  close  by  it  stood  an  oil-mill. 
This  is  now  the  Power  mill  property,  on  the 
south  side  of  Middle  Creek.  Prior  to  the  erec- 
tion of  this  mill  by  Stees,  however,  there  was  an 
old  pioneer  log  mill,  built  in  177G  by  John 
Swineford.  In  1812  the  log-mill  was  torn 
down  and  a stone  mill  erected.  In  1829  this 
property  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  lion. 
George  Kroner.  It  is  now  the  property  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Thomas  Bower,  who,  in  1881, 
tore  down  the  stone  mill,  and  in  its  place  erect- 
ed a largo  frame  mill,  with  all  the  modern  im- 
provements. 

The  other  mill  owned  and  erected  by  Steese 
was  located  at  what  is  now  Paxtonville.  In 
1829  he  also  sold  (his  mill,  which  was  purchased 
by  Robert  Maclay,  who  operated  it  until  18”  I, 
when  it  was  purchased  by  John  Kern.  John 
Roil/.man  owned  a grist-mill  on  Middle  ('reek', 
four  miles  east  of  Middlelmrg.  There  was  also 
connected  with  this  mill  a distillery  and  saw- 
mill. I laving  owned  this  properly  from  181  I 
to  1829,  it  then  passed  to  \\  illiam  Koil/.man, 
who,  In  1888,  sold  the  same  to  John  Kline. 
The  properly  now  belongs  to  Samuel  II.  Voder, 
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who,  in  188b,  erected  a large,  three-story  brick 
mill,  on  the  site  of  the  old  frame  one.  Peter 
Kuhns  was  assessed  as  owner  of  a grist-mill  and 
saw-mill  from  181-1  to  1817.  They  then  be- 
came the  property  of  John  Kuhns,  and  were 
owned  by  him  until  1828,  when  they  were  pur- 
chased by  George  Sam psell.  in  I8b0  his  son, 
ITopnia  Sampsell,  became  the  owner,  who  is  still 
operating  them.  These  mills  are  located  on 
Penn’s  ( 'reek,  on  the  west  side  of  the  public 
road  leading  from  M illlinburg  to  Middloburg. 
Jacob  Kern  was  assessed  as  owner  of  a saw- 
mill and  fulling-mill  from  1814  to  1829.  in 
1856  this  saw-mill  is  assessed  in  the  name  of 
Christian  Kern,  whose  descendants  still  own  it. 
Jacob  Kepley  owned  a saw-mill  from  1811  to 
182(5;  Leonard  Swart/lander  a saw-mill  from 
181  I to  1828;  Henry  Haas  a saw-mill  from 
1817  to  1828;  John  Bishop  a saw-mill  in  1817. 
Jacob  Stciuingor  had  a saw-mill  three- fourths 
of  a mile  west  of  Middlelmrg,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Charles  II.  Steininger.  Frederick 
Stine  owned  a saw-mill  from  1817  to  1829  and 
Frederick  Wise,  a saw-mill  from  1817  to  1828. 
Wise  also  owned  a distillery  from  182(5  to  1829. 
John  Sanders  had  a distillery  from  1826  to 
18  11  ; Adam  Shower,  an  oil-mill  from  1826  to 
1829;  Daniel  Zieber,  a distillery  from  1826  to 
1888;  Adam  Mosscr, oil-mill  from  182(5  to  1829; 
John  Brunner,  an  oil-mill  in  1829;  Frederick 
Walter,  a distillery  from  1829  to  1882;  Jacob 
Sehopp,  a distillery  from  1882  to  1835;  An- 
drew Stahlneeker,  a distillery  from  1832  to 
1885;  Henry  Snyder,  a saw-mill  in  18.82;  Al- 
bright Swineford,  a saw-mill  from  1832  to 
1841;  George  Daubeman,  a foundry  in  1838; 
Flias  Stahlneeker,  a distillery  from  1835  to 
1811;  Henry  Smith,  a distillery  located  on 
Stump’s  Run,  in  Middlelmrg,  from  1835  to 
1 8 I I ; Henry  Wittenmyer,  a saw-mill  from 
182)8  to  1850,  w hich  is  now  the  property  of 
John  Hetrick,  a relative.  This  last-named  saw- 
mill is  located  on  Canoe  ('reek,  one  mile  from 
M iddlelmrg. 

In  18  11  George  Loss  owned  a saw-mill, 
located  on  the  main  road  from  Middlelmrg  to 
( 'en I revi  I le.  He  also  kept  a hotel  from  18  11 
to  I860.  Jacob  Krb  owned  a saw-mill,  in 
1850,  in  what  is  now  Franklin  township. 
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John  Kline  owned  a saw-mill  in  1830;  Isaac 
Smith,  a saw-mill  in  1 8 JO ; Conrad  Welfloy,  a 
tannery  in  Centrevillo,  in  1 840.  This  tannery 
passed  into  the  possession  ol  S.  A M.  L.  I Kis- 
singer in  1 S( >( ),  and  at  the  present  time  is 
owned  by  Uriah  II.  Kessler.  Adam  Shawver 
owned  an  nil-mill  in  1 .Si  7 ; Philip  Uehkieher, 
an  oil-mill  from  1 S 1 7 to  1823;  William  A I it- 
ch e 1 , an  oil-mill  from  1817  to  1823;  Christo- 
pher Seehold,  an  oil-mill  from  1817  to  1823; 
Conrad  Stroger,  a fulling-mill  in  1823;  Simon 
Snyder,  a saw-mill  in  1814;  George  and  John 
Smith,  distilleries  in  1814;  and  Peter  Decker 
and  Henry  Lotz,  distilleries  in  1823. 

Rromixext  Citizens  of  Cextke. — Fred- 
erick Wise  was  elected  sheriff  of  Union 
Countv  October  30,  1810;  was  a member  of 
the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  in  1820—21. 
At  this  time  lie  resided  one-half  mile  from 
Middleburg,  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied bv  Morris  Hrdley.  Frederick  Stees  was 
elected  to  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  in  1817— 
i s.  Colonel  George  Wei  rick  was  elected  county 
commissioner  in  1824:  was  a justice  of  the 
peace  in  1813;  a member  of  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1 832G13.  lie  was  the  founder 
of  the  village  of  Centrevillo,  which  has  often 
been  known  bv  the  name  of  Wciriekstown. 
Colonel  Wei  rick  was  also  elected  to  fill  the 
various  township  offices  from  time  to  time. 
Tn  the  War  of  181 2 lie  was  a lieutenant-colonel, 
and  served  with  marked  distinction.  Robert 
P.  Maclay  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania  in  1833-34;  in  183b  was  elected 
protbonotary ; was  also  a member  of  the  State 
Senate  hi  1838-419,  1841—42.  John  Bolcnder 
Was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  on  March  20, 

! s 1 .3,  and  oh  August  26, 1 Si 5,  was  appointed  an 
associate  judge  of  Union  ('minty.  Jacob  Swine- 
furd  was  coroner  in  1822,  and  an  associate  judge 
from  1818  to  1801.  Michael  Wittenmycr  was 
the  first  postmaster  in  Swinefordstown ; and  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1829.  ITe  was  noted  as  a 
skilled  workman  in  making  the  old  style  of 
■‘locks.  1 1 is  son,  Samuel  W ittenmycr,  is  still 
the  posscssi.r  ni  one  of  his  lather’s  clocks.  John 
Rower  was  countv  commissioner  in  1 s I 0,  and 
in  1 8-11  was  countv  coroner.  George  Anrand 
was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1820,  and  in  1836 


was  register  and  recorder.  Louis  Jlertram  was 
a justice  of  the  peace  in  1838.  Jonathan  Farns- 
worth was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1 8*17.  John 
Highly  was  a just  ice  of  the  peace  in  18.30,  and 
in  the  following  year  David  Schwenk.  Thomas 
Shipton  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  1813,  and 
in  1818  was  county  treasurer.  Jacob  Reichlv 
held  numerous  official  positions.  In  1841 
Henry  Sanders  was  county  commissioner,  and 
in  1848  James  Ilarhin  occupied  the  same  posi- 
tion. In  1846  Henry  S.  Boyer  was  elected 
sheriff. 

II i,\si x Ess  Mex. — The  following  persons  were 
engaged  in  the  occupations  named  at  the  dates 
specified : 

Frederick  Stees,  Philip  Deil,  John  Stees  and  John 
Swineford  were  inn-keepers  in  1 7 84 ; Jacob  Lcclmer, 
inn-keeper,  1804;  Philip  Deil,  inn-keeper,  18H; 
Edward  Lamb,  inn-keeper,  1814;  Paul  Bogar,  store, 
1828;  John  Bower,  hotel,  1828;  Josiah  Greenawalt, 
store,  1828;  Jacob  Fryer,  hotel,  1829 to  1840;  Daniel 
Bogar,  store,  1820;  John  Cuminings,  Jr.,  store,  182!); 
Chas.  Cummings,  store,  1882 ; Jacob  Fisher,  inn-keep- 
er, 1882;  Anthony  Kinstler,  drug-store,  1832;  Sam’l 
Wittenmycr,  store,  1832  to  1880  ; Jacob  Wittenmycr, 
store,  1832  to  1850;  George  Weirick,  store,  1832;  Ja- 
cob Hartman,  .store,  1835;  Henry  Walter,  store,  1 >85; 
John  Lawrence,  hotel,  1847 ; Daniel  Showers,  hotel, 
1855;  Daniel  Weidersaul/ hotel,  1801;  Henry  Weaver, 
1.S08;  E.  Weaver,  180!)  ami  1 - 7 < ) ; Valentine  Waller, 
store,  1850;  Peter  Hartman,  hotel,  to  I8S4  (Byron 
Hartman,  present  landlord);  William  P.  Long,  hotel; 
Reuben  Greenhoe,  hotel;  J.  J.  Mitchel,  hotel. 

PilYSiOIAXS.  — Dr.  Houtz,  afterwards  associate 
judge;  Dr.  .Seehold,  1800;  Dr.  LG.  Barber,  ls7*; 
Dr.  ivunawal,  1880;  Dr.  J.  W.  Sampsel,  1 SSU. 

Merchants. — Kleckner  A Roush,  John  M.  Rine, 
Simon  ton  A Walter,  Walter  A .Showers,  Hartman  A 
Long,  C.  Showers. 

Merchants  from  1 850  to  1800. — J.  AC.  Kleck- 
ner, Win.  Bogar,  ilaniel  Bogar,  Jack  Sampsel,  J.  T. 
Huflhage),  J.  P.  Anrand,  J.  W.  Specht. 

NAMES  OF  TAXAIll.E-  IN  1*11. 

Farmers. — George  Apple,  John  Bucli,  Henry  Ikr 
lemler,  Fred’k  Bolender,  John  Brol.st,  Michael  Bow- 
ersox,  Stephen  Brue,  Henry  Boyer,  Charle-  Bciun-r, 
(leorge  Beil  ford,  Sr.,  George  Ben  ford,  Jr.,  Daniel 
Ben  lord,  Henry  Benford,  Fred’k  Beiiniekhole,  John 
Bishop,  George  Bolieli,  George  Bilger,  John  Boyer, 
Anthony  Boyer,  George  Breoii,  N ieliolas  Boils,  ( leorge 
Help,  Jacob  I)elp,  Peter  Daiivermaii,  Henry  Deni,-, 
Jacob  Dark,  Jacob  Erl  ley,  George  Eisenlioot,  Gcno 
Engle,  Sr.,  Jacob  Fehnly,  Jacob  Fryer,  Jacob  Foehl, 
Peter  Fried,  Adain  Ferlich,  Peter  Gutclishall,  Henry 
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Gilbert,  Jeremiah  Gift,  Anthony  Gift,  Jacob  Gift,  Ja- 
cob Grubb,  William  Gutman,  Ifenry  Hass,  Henry 
lliiiebaeh,  Paul  Heim,  .John  Hendricks,  Abraham 
Massinger,  Jacob  Hartman,  Jacob  llassingcr,  Conrad 
Massinger,  Jacob  Kline,  Meter  Kiester,  John  Krick, 
Solomon  Klose,  Jacob  Kune,  Philip  Kern,  Jacob 
Ivcar,  saw-mill;  Samuel  Mantis,  Jacob  Deploy,  Sr., 
Jacob  Lawyer,  saw-mill;  George  Lawyer,  Francis 
Long,  Conrad  Mouck,  Michael  Moyer,  George  Moser, 
Henry  Moyer,  Mrcd’k  Mowru,  Adam  Mey.e,  Philip 
Ovcrmycr,  David  Ovormyer,  George  Ott,  Joseph  Pon- 
tius, Peter  Pontius,  John  Reninger,  Daniel  Romich, 
Sebastian  Itoycr,  Henry  Rearich,  George  Smith,  Geo. 
Spaid,  Jacob  Smith,  M ichael  Swengle,  George  Snyder, 
Jacob  Stoninger,  saw-mill ; George  Sbambach,  John 
Spaid,  DavidSpaid,  Peter Snuke,  1 lenrySnuke, Conrad 
Shroyer,  John  Swarm,  George  Stimclcy,  llattis  Sny- 
der, Philip  Swartzlincd,  Jacob  Sower,  Henry  Sncp, 
John  Sower,  Abraham  Swartzlincd,  Melchor  Stuck, 
Andrew  Witten myer,  Joseph  Walter,  George  Witten- 
myer,  Christian  Walter,  Jeremiah  Walter,  David 
Walter,  Sr.,  Jacob  Wittemnyer,  Philip  Walter,  Jacob 
Wcirieh,  Henry  Waller,  James  Wales,  .Jacob  Wales, 
Michael  Waggoner,  Philip  Wetzel,  Henry  Wetzel, 
Peter  Wetzel,  John  Yoder,  Frederick  Yordon. 

TAXABLES  IX  1817. 

Weave  its. — John  Anderson,  Philip  Bechtel,  J oseph 
Duck,  George  Dersham,  John  Erb,  John  Engle,  George 
Engle,  Jr.,  Henry  Hook,  Philip  llassingcr,  Abraham 
Keiper,  Michael  Lepkiclier,  Conrad  Rupel,  George 
Stuck,  Philip  Swarm,  Henry  Wittenmyer. 

Shoemakers. — Jacob  Bechtel,  Conrad  Bickhart, 
Peter  Engle,  Abraham  Fry,  Peter  Hannon,  Christian 
Hummel,  Samuel  Mertz,  Philip  Rudy,  John  Rudy, 
Michael Sner,  Joseph  Sner,  John  Wittes,  John  Weller, 
Michael  Walter. 

Blacksmiths. — John  Bigler,  Jacob  Eisenhart,  John 
Henry  1 1 ummel,  George  Henry  Hummel,  John  Klace, 
Jacob  Lepley,  Jr.,  Jacob  Shoch,  Peter  Stuck,  Ilcnry 
Wetzel,  Jr.,  Thomas  Wertz. 

Masons. — Jacob  Bowersox,  George  Bowersox,  Hen- 
ry Boyer,  Jr.,  .John  Bowersax,  Christian  Dauverman, 
Ludwig  Decider,  John  Spaid,  George  Young. 

M 1 llw rio irrs. — Jacob  Berger,  Solomon  Shadle, 

Tinsmiths.  David  Bruce,  John  llruee,  John 
Sliotz. 

Coopers. — Frederick  Boas,  David  Fees,  William 
Slater,  Francis  Smith. 

Distillers* — George  Smith,  John  Smith;  1832, 
Peter  Decker,  Henry  Lotz,  John  Reitzman,  Frederick 
Stccs,  Conrad  Shroyer. 

Carpenters.— John  Dieblcr,  Jr.,  Jacob  Nces  (or 
Nice),  David  Smith,  Frederick  Stoncbrook,  Anthony 
Shrader. 

Bump-maker. — Christian  Fall II. 

En listed  Soldi er. — Andrew  I lorner. 

WauON-m a KI'.rs. — Peter  Kern,  David  Walter,  .Jr. 

1 Iati'ER. — Jacob  Smith. 


Millers. — John  Kunce,  Joseph  Smith,  oil ; Henry 
Sliirey,  John  Walter, oil;  John  Weaver. 

School-master. — Jacob  Reppas. 

'J’a n n er. — Daniel  Snyder. 

S A DDLE-TR  El  DM  A l<  ER. — ( ieorgC  UttZ. 

Tailors. — Nicholas  Rudy,  Henry  Yeisley,  Adam 
Yordon. 

Laborers. — Adam  Arnold,  Jr.,  Henry  Apple,  Geo. 
Bolcndcr,  Isaac  Bair,  Fred’k  Benlord,  John  Ben  lord, 
Ercd’k  Bilgcr,  Samuel  Boyer,  Frcd’k  Bolieli,  Henry 
Conrad,  John  Colter,  George  Devore,  Thomas  Dojis, 
Martin  Guiney,  John  Hauelc,  John  llassingcr,  John 
Ilaekenberg,  Jacob  Hook,  David  Hull’,  John  Kadcr- 
man,  Henry  Lepley,  Adam  Lepley,  John  Moyer,  John 
Moser,  Samuel  Nagle,  Andrew  Reitz,  Michael  Stuck, 
Michael  Snyder,  John  Sbambach,  George  Samsil, 
Daniel  Shoch,  Henry  Swartzlincd,  Daniel  Stimcly, 
Melchor  Stuck,  Daniel  Snyder,  John  Snej>,  Christian 
Stuck,  Phil  ip  Walter,  Jacob  Yoder,  Peter  Yordon. 

CENTREVTELE. 

This  is  the  only  village  in  the  township.  It  is 
situated  five  miles  north  of  Middleburg,  the 
county-seat,  on  the  public  road  leading  to  New 
Berlin,  Mitllinburg  and  Ilartleton.  Jt  lias  a 
population  of  about  one  hundred  inhabitants. 
The  town  was  laid  out  in  1800  by  Colonel  Geo. 
Wei riclc.  There  are  in  the  town  two  stores, 

one  hotel,  two  schools  and  two  churches, — the 
Union  German  Reformed  and  Lutheran,  and 
a church  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  built 
about  1870.  There  are  also  other  enterprises 
in  the  place,  as  will  appear  from  the  following: 
Carpenters,  S.  Bolig,  L.  A.  Musser;  merchants, 
Hartman  A Long,  C.  M.  Showers;  shoemaker, 
J.  W.  Keister;  milling,  Hopnia  Sampsel  ; 
drugs,  I)r.  J.  W.  Sampsel;  insurance  agent, 
S.  E.  Sheary  ; undertakers,  Shrader  & Mohn  ; 
wagon-maker,  Henry  Snyder;  blacksmiths, 
George  G.  & «T.  E.  Spangler;  cooper,  George 
Stine;  harness-maker,  H.  A.  Wolllcy. 

( iiu lit 'i  i es.— There  are  six  congregations  in 
the  township, — Lutheran,  Reformed  and  Evan- 
gelical at  Ccntrcville,  Evangelical  at  Fry’s, 
United  Brethren  in  Christ  at  Bowersox’s,  and 
Zion’s  United  Brethren  Church.  Of  the  time 
of  building  the  Union  Church  of  the  Lutheran 
and  Reformed  congregations  at  Ccntrcville  there 
is  no  record, — nothing  hut  tradition,  and  that 
very  unsatisfactory,  fixes  the  date  during  1804. 
The  building  is  located  a short  distance  north 
of  the  village,  on  a small  eminence.  The  build- 
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in";  is  two  stories,  built  of  logs, weather-boarded 


C NAP T E 1 


> 

i 


x r i . 


and  painted  white.  Tt  has  galleries  on  three 
.sides,  and  will  seat  from  four  lo  live  hundred 
persons.  The  ground  on  which  (lie  building  is 
erected,  and  (lie  grave-yard  back  of  the  church, 
is  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  Colonel  Geo. 
Woiriok,  a man  of  prominence  in  his  day. 
The  Lutheran  congregation  extended  a call  to 
llev.  J.  P.  Shindcl  to  become  their  pastor,  to 
which  invitation  he  acceded,  and  on  October 
27,  1839,  commenced  his  labors  among  them. 
He  continued  to  preach  for  them  in  the  Ger- 
man language  until  1851.  It  is  not  positively 
known  who  were  Rev.  Shindcl’s  predecessors;  but 
it  i.->  likely  the  Rev.  .J.  G.  Anspaeh,  of  Mifllin- 
burg,  was  one.  Of  the  Reformed  ministers 
there  were  Revs.  Frederick  Herman  and  Kei-  j 
fer.  The  Lutheran  ministers  after  Rev.  Shin- 
del  were  llcvs.  Peter  Salim,  McCool  and  A.  C. 
Felker,  their  present  pastor.  Efforts  are  now 
being  made  to  erect  a new  church  in  town.  A 
considerable  sum  has  already  been  secured  for 
the  new  building.  The  intention  is  now  to  erect  ' 
it  as  a Union  Church. 

The  first  service  of  the  United  Brethren  de- 
nomination in  this  county  was  held  on  October 
14,  1800,  when  Bishop  Newcomer  visited  Buf- 
falo Valley  and  preached  at  John  Valter's  ! 
house,  three  miles  north  of  Middlelmrg,  in  j 
Penn  (now  Centre)  township.  In  1813  this 
same  minister  again  visited  and  preached  for 
them.  A class  was  organized,  but  there  is  no  ; 
knowledge  of  a regular  pastor  until  1850,  when  j 
Rev.  E.  Ucrshey  became  pastor  and  organized  | 
a class  at  what  is  now  called  Zion’s  Church,  j 
six  miles  northwest  of  Middlelmrg,  where  a , 
frame  church  building  was  erected.  4 he  same  j 
pastors  that  have  supplied  the  Middlelmrg 
charge  also  served  the  Zion  congregation.  I he 
church  is  still  in  existence. 

Edih’ationai.. — The  township  at  present 
has  six  schools,  with  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  pupils,  and  school  property  of  the  value 
of  four  thousand  dollars.  Ccutrcv i lie  has  a 

two-story  school  building,  with  two  rooms,  ft  . 
is  surmounted  by  a cupola,  which  contains  a [ 
bell. 


PERKY  TOWNSHIP.1 

An  account  of  the  erection  of  Mahanlangn 
township,  in  1795,  with  a list  of  its  taxablcs  in 
179G,  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  Chapman 
township. 

At  a Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  held  at  New 
Berlin  December  1 8,  1 81 5,  a petition  was  pre- 
sented by  inhabitants  of  Mahantango  township, 
asking  that  the  west  end  of  the  township  he 
struck  off  for  a new  township,  and  suggesting  a 
division  line  as  follows: 

“ Beginning  at  the  Susquehanna  River,  at  the 
mouth  of  J lerrohl’a  Creek  ; thence  u p the  same  three 
miles  and  eight  perches  to  Widow  Ilenselnian; 
thence,  northerly,  one  mile  and  100  perches,  to  the 
great  road  leading  from  Line’s  tavern  to  Swinefords- 
town,  near  J.  Rcichenbach ; thence  along  said  road 
one  mile  and  2SG  perches,  to  the  line  of  Penn’s  town- 
ship ; thence  along  the  line  of  said  township  to  Center 
township  line;  tlience  along  the  same  to  Shade 
Mountain  ; thence  along  said  mountain  to  the  Mitllin 
County  line;  tlience  down  the  same  to  the  Susque- 
hanna river;  tlience  up  the  same  to  the  beginning.” 

The  court  appointed  Joseph  Stillwell,  Esq., 
Thomas  Slnpton,  Esq.,  and  Christian  Royer 
viewers,  who  reported  favorably  at  the  Febru- 
ary term  of  court,  181G.  The  report  was  con- 
firmed and  the  township  was  named  Perry,  in 
honor  of  Commodore  Perry,  the  eastern  end  of 
the  territory  to  retain  the  name  Mahantango. 

Mahantango  Creek  flows  through  this  town- 
ship, and  upon  it  and  its  tributaries  are  located 
twelve  grist-mills  and  fourteen  saw-mills.  Tim- 
ber was  plenty  on  Shade  Mountain  and  the 
other  ridges  in  the  township,  but  the  timber 
business  is  decreasing  and  some  of  the  saw-mill's 
that  had  extensive  business  in  former  years  lif- 
etime dilapidated,  and  the  decrease  in  timber  has 
compelled  a number  of  them  to  be  abandoned. 

Fremont. 

Fremont  is  located  on  a tract  of  forty  acres 
of  land,  which  belonged  to  Frederick  Sices, 
who  gave  it  to  Michael  Eckert  for  digging  the 
race  to  the  Mount  Pleasant  AT  ill. 

'I  he  town  was  laid  out  in  1853  by  George 
Boyer,  who  was  born  in  Centre  township  in 
1801.  He  still  lives  in  Fremont.  He  was  a 
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county  commissioner  with  Samuel  Slioll  and 
George  Swart /.  lie  laid  bought  ninety-six 
acres  of  land  of  Michael  Minium,  on  a part  of 
which  Fremont  is  now  situated.  Israel  Arbo- 
rist and  P.  M.  German  bought  the  first  lots. 
The  lots  were  sold  for  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
dollars  each.  There  are  about  forty  buildings 
in  the  place,  two  stores,  hotel  and  post-office. 
The  buildings  are  nearly  all  new,  and  the  vil- 
lage presents  a neat  appearance.  P.  Kepler  re- 
sides here  and  keeps  a feed  and  flour-store,  and 
is  engaged  in  conveyancing  and  surveying. 
Captain  "William  Harding,  who  was  a soldier 
: in  the  Mexican  War  and  also  in  the  War  of  the 
A Rebellion,  has  resided  here  a number  of  years 
a and  has  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  place,  and 
is  still  a resident,  and  has  served  as  justice  of 
. the  peace  and  a general  counselor  for  a number 
uf  years.  J.  T.  Merger,  a justice  of  the  peace, 
lives  north  of  the  place,  engaged  in' agriculture. 
He  taught  school  and  was  a faithful  soldier  in 

1 the  late  war.  Peter  German  and Shell- 

i enberger  are  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
' ness. 

St.  John’s  Lutheran  and  Reformed. — 
The  members  of  the  congregations  that  wor- 
shipped  in  this  church  at  Mt.  Pleasant  Mills 
originally  belonged  to  Bauorman’s  or  Kruppc, 
and  to  Moore  or  Zion’s  Church,  near  Freeburg, 
until  1810,  when  they  formed  a congregation 
with  Rev.  J.  Conrad  Walter,  Lutheran  as  their 
teacher  and  pastor.  On  New  Year’s  Day,  181 1, 
he  preached  a trial  sermon,  and  his  introduc- 
tory February  2,  1811.  He  continued  to  serve 
them  three  years,  when  his  arduous  labors  else- 
where compelled  him  to  abandon  the  charge. 
Rev.  .Adams  served  the  Reformed  congregation 
about  one  year,  and  Rev.  Gerhart  also  preached 
one  year.  Not  having  regular  pastors  after  this 
the  members  again  returned  to  Bauerman’s  and 
Zion’s  congregations.  In  the  year  1818  Ilev. 
Walter  was  again  called  and  preached  his  first 
sermon  on  his  return,  October  Ith.  T lie  first 
church  council  consisted  of  Henry  Rahenstein, 
elder,  and  Philip  Wirt,  deacon,  on  the  Lutheran 
side;  Balthaser  Mitterling,  elder,  and  Henry 
Spaeth,  deacon,  on  Reformed  side.  They  had 
no  church,  but  held  services  in  a school-house 
built  by  Philip  Face  and  sold  to  .John  Sell  nee, 


of  whom  the  congregation  bought  it,  together 
with  two  acres  of  land,  for  four  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  congregation  adopted  new  rules  and 
elected  Michael  Gaugler,  trustee;  Nicholas  Ar- 
bogast  and  Henry  Fckelman,  elders;  Nicholas 
Minium  and  Henry  Straub,  deacons  of  Lutheran 
congregation;  and  Jacob  Housewerth,  trustee; 
Balthazcr  Mitterling  and  John  Bender,  elders  ; 
Valentine  Haas  and  Daniel  Frantz,  deacons  of 
Reformed  congregation.  Rev.  Walter  served 
until  his  death.  Rev.  AVm.  German  served 
after  him,  and  Rev.  Frlenmyer  forty  years,  and 
Rev.  J.  FWarn  pole  since  187G.  Revs.  Hackman, 
Gutelius,  Derr,  Donat  and  others  also  served 
the  Reformed  congregation,  and  Rev.  S.  P. 
Brown  since  1881.  'The  church  is  a good,  brick 
structure,  built  in  1853.  They  have  a choir 
and  a good  reed-organ. 

Emanuel  Cii  unci  I of  the  Evangelical  As- 
sociation was  built  in  18G9.  It  belongs  to  the 
Port  Trevcrton  Circuit.  It  is  a neat  frame 
structure,  and  has  been  recently  painted  and  im- 
proved. 

Arrogast’s  Ciiurcii  belongs  to  the  Lutheran 
denomination.  Michael  Arbogast  and  David 
Goy  took  a leading  interest  in  the  erection  of  the 
church.  It  was  built  about  the  year  1859. 

The  United  Brethren  Church  is  sit- 
uated in  Fremont;  is  a frame  structure  painted 
white,  on  which  is  a cupola  and  bell.  Member- 
ship small ; belongs  to  Freeburg  Circuit.  N. 
Brosius,  II.  Fisher,  building  committee.  Jacob 
Minium  donated  ground.  An  Evangelical 
Church  is  located  in  F remont  ; a new  frame 
structure ; congregation  small  ; belongs  to 
the  Port  Trevcrton  Circuit. 

Early  Settlers  and  Mills. — Henry 
M eiser,  grandfather  of  David  Meiser  (now  an 
aged  citizen  of  Perry  township),  came  from 
Germany.  David  Meiser  says  that  his  grand- 
father, in  company  with  other  German  families, 
first  settled  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there 
went  up  the  Mohawk  and  crossed  to  the  head- 
waters of  the  Susquehanna  and  came  down  the 
North  Branch  and  landed  atSwataraand  Ilum- 
melstown.  From  there  the  grandfather  came 
to  now  Perry  township  and  stopped  where 
Markley  now  lives,  near  Aline,  lie  brought 
his  clients  on  a two-horse  wagon  and  built  a hut 
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made  of  bark.  lie  moved  away  from  this 
place  three  times  on  account  of  the  Indians. 
On  one  occasion  lie  put  his  children  in  a chaff- 
bag-,  placed  them  on  a horse  and  went  to  where 
New  Rulfalo,  in  Derry  County,  is  now  located, 
to  escape  the  J nd ians.  At  this  place  they  had 
a temporary  fort,  where  they  would  flee  for  re- 
fuge from  the  Indians.  On  one  occasion  an  In- 
dian came  and  took  the  bread  out  of  the  bake- 
oven.  At  another  time  an  Indian  came  where 
Mrs.  Meiser  was  alone.  He  appeared  cross  and 
snappish.  She  gave  him  bread  and  eatables 
such  as  she  had,  to  pacify  him.  When  Mr. 
Meiser  returned  he  followed  the  Indian  and  an 
encounter  ensued,  which  resulted  in  the  killing 
of  the  Indian.  Mr.  Meiser  was  a great  hunter; 
he  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  this  pursuit, 
lie  had  a deer-lick  in  the  swamp  now  owned 
by  Mr.  Markley,  near  the  new  covered  bridge, 
where  he  killed  deer  whenever  he  chose  to  do 
so.  One  day  two  panthers  passed  his  hut  ; he 
followed  them  and  shot  one  of  them  near  where 
Dinger’s  mill-dam  now  is.  'The  same  night  the 
other  panther  came  to  the  hut  and  called  for 
his  mate,  when  he  shot  him  through  an  op- 
ening in  the  side  of  his  hut. 

Michael  Meiser,  son  of  Ilenry  Meiser,  built 
an  oil-mill  near  Meiserville  about  eighty-five 
years  ago.  The  old  stone  building  is  still  stand- 
ing but  not  occupied. 

Henry  Meiser,  built  a saw-mill  where  John 
Defier’s  saw-mill  is  now  located  about  ninety 
years  ago. 

The  fifth  generation  of  the  Meiser  family  re- 
side in  Meiserville  and  its  vicinity. 

Henry  Sliadel  was  born  in  Wiirtembcrg, 
(lermany,  October  22,  1752.  He  came  to 
I >erks  ( ’ounty,  where  he  married  Maria  < > 1 1 1 i n - 
ger,  who  was  born  in  I1' ranee  t ebruary  2,  1752. 
They  had  lour  sons  and  live  daughters.  Tliev 
came  to  Northumberland  (now  Snyder)  County, 
and  settled  in  Mahantango  (now  Derry)  town- 
ship in  171)5,  and  built  a grist  and  saw-mill 
about  tin' year  IS10.  'The  original  foundation 
of  the  mill  is  -till  -landing,  '"el  the  mill  has 
been  rebuilt  inside,  three  times.  J.  A.  Shade!, 
tin-  present  ow  ner,  weather-hoarded  I ho  log  mill 
and  otherwise  improved  it,  and  also  the  saw- 
mill on  the  same  premises.  Ilenry  Sliadel  was 


a teamster  in  "Washington’s  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  It  is  said  that  he  had  a 
very  retentive  memory  and  could  relate  many 
incidents  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  I le  died 
January  21,  1822,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  five 
months  and  twenty-nine  days,  and  his  wife  died 
February  25,  1822,  aged  eighty  years.  They 
are  both  interred  at  the  Grubb’s  Church  Ceme- 
tery. All  his  sons  moved  West  except  Samuel, 
who  remained  on  the  old  homestead  in  Derry 
township.  Samuel  was  born  March  3,  1784; 
he  was  a lieutenant  in  the  War  of  1812,  in 
Captain  Valentine  Haas’  company,  Seventy- 
seventh  Regiment,  Colonel  Weirick.  He  mar- 
ried Anna  Keen  and  had  four  sons  and  three 
daughters.  John  Sliadel,  his  son,  was  born 
April  12,  1829,  and  died  on  the  old  homestead 
November  17,  1871.  He  had  one  son,  J.  A. 
Sliadel,  who  now  lives  on  and  owns  the  old 
homestead,  and  is  at  present  secretary  of  the 
school  board  of  Derry  tow  nship.  He  also  had 
a daughter,  who  is  married  to  Dr.  M.  Kothrock, 
of  Fremont,  a place  about  two  miles  distant 
from  the  “Shaded  property.” 

Jacob  Haas  made  application  for  a patent  of 
the  tract  of  land  known  as  the  Sliadel 
tract  in  the  year  1708,  and  the  patent  was 
granted  to  Samuel  Shaded  in  1809. 

The  elections  for  Derry  township  were  held  at 
this  place  from  1817,  when  Derry  township  was 
formed,  to  the  time  when  West  Derry  was  taken 
from  Derry.  The  elections  were  held  in  Fro 
mont  since  that  time.  The  last  election  held 
at  Shadel’s  was  in  1861.  The  fifth  generation 
are  now  living  on  the  premises, — Henry,  Sam- 
uel, John,  J.  Albert  Sliadel  and  his  children. 

Mii,i,s. — A stone  grist  and  saw-mill  at  Aline 
post-oHioe,  Derry  township,  was  built  by  Gen- 
eral Adam  Leigh  I in  1831.  Jacob  Lenig  made 
the  stone  wall.  Abner  Horn  burger,  Sr.,  and 
Deter  JIains  were  the  millwrights.  The  mill 
property,  with  some  land,  has  been  since  succes- 
sively owned  by  Dr.  Thomas  Height,  son  of 
Adam  height,  Samuel  Troutman,  Ilenry  Trout- 
man, Henry  and  Francis  Mark  lev.  A.  I linger, 
po-tma.-ter  at  Aline,  an  active  and  intelligent 
member  of  the  school  board,  is  the  present 
owner.  If  is  built  on  tlu:  Mahantango  Greek, 
two  miles  below  Shadel’s  mill. 
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Near  tins  place  Mr.  Moyer  had  built  a pow- 
(liT-m ill,  which  exploded,  and  Mr.  Moyer  was 
thrown  through  tlio  roof  into  the  head-race 
without  receiving;  injuries.  He  rebuilt  the 
mill,  and  General  Height  soon  alter  became  the 
owner  of  the  properly  through  inheritance,  and 
Peter  llains  continued  to  manulaet lire  powder, 
when  it  was  destroyed  by  an  explosion  the 
second  time  and  it  was  not  rebuilt.  General 
Height  became  a prominent  citizen,  was  an  asso- 
ciate judge  of  Union  County,  a candidate  for 
Congress  and  has  a monument  over  his  grave 
in  a private  plot  near  the  mill. 

Meiser’s  mill,  a stone  structure  and  saw-mill, 
is  about  one  mile  below  Dinger’s  mill  on 
Mahantango  Creek. 

A grist-mill,  saw-mill  and  an  oil-mill  were 
erected  here  about  eighty  years  ago  by  Frederick 
Moiser,  father  of  Joseph  Meiscr,  the  present 
owner.  Joseph  Meiscr  was  born  and  raised 
here.  A small  village  named  Meiserville  is 
located  here.  There  is  a store,  hotel,  post-olliec, 
wagon-maker,  blacksmith-shop  and  other  busi- 
ness interests  here,  all  under  the  management 
of  Joseph  Meiser.  It  is  located  on  the  road 
leading  from  Middleburg  to  the  Susquehanna 
River,  and  the  road  from  McKee’s  Half 
Falls  through  “ Shafferstown  ” terminates  here. 
A new  covered  bridge  across  the  Mahantango 
was  erected  here  last  summer  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  Snyder  County.  John  Pelfer’s  saw- 
mill is  located  a half-mile  above  this  place  on 
the  same  stream. 

A brick  mill,  owned  by  Frederick  Meiser, 
on  Mahantango  Creek,  was  built  by  the  present 
owner  about  three  years  ago.  It  is  favorably 
located  to  do  custom  work.  It  is  opposite 
Oriental,  near  the  Juniata  County  line.  There 
was  an  old  log  mill  at  this  place,  erected  about 
forty-live  years  ago  by  Frederick  Meiser,  father 
of  the  present  owner.  This  mill  was  in  opera- 
tion until  torn  down  to  give  place  to  the  one 
now  erected  there.  One  mile  above  this  place 
is  Shaffer’s  saw-mill,  which  is  operated  at  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year.  Hain’s  wool-card ing 
mill — an  establishment  that  has  been  abandoned 
after  it  had  been  in  operation  a number  of 
years — is  also  located  on  Mahantango  ('reek, 
about  one  mile  below  Meiserville. 


The  wool-carding  establishment  of  II.  J. 
Ilciser  is  located  on  Mahantango  Creek,  about 
one  mile  below  Sell  nee’s  mill.  This  property 
was  owned  by  Johnson,  Pine,  I’rosius,  Willier, 
Hath fou  and  J.  M.  Rine.  Napoleon  I’rosius, 
and  Adam  Willier  after  him,  carried  on  the 
tannery  business  here.  The  present  owner  car- 
ries on  wool-carding,  manufacture  ol  cloth,  cab- 
inet and  furniture  business,  sawing,  and  also 
has  a cider  press  in  operation.  He  uses  the 
water  for  all  these  purposes.  He  has  added 
new  buildings,  and  adorned  and  beautified  the 
premises  in  various  ways.  Henry  German’s 
saw-mill  is  located  on  a tributary  of  the  Ma- 
hantango, one  mile  north  of  Sch nee’s  mill. 

Joseph  Meiser  has  a grist  and  saw-mill  about 
half  a mile  above  German’s  saw-mill,  on  the 
same  stream  of  water.  This  water  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  drive  both  the  grist  and  saw-mill  in 
the  dry  season.  'The  stone  grist  mill  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  on  Mahantango,  is  at  present  owned 
by  John  Schncc,  a son  of  Philip  Sell  nee.  It  is 
a large  structure,  and  has  been  owned  by  the 
Schnce  family  about  seventy-five  years.  Fred- 
erick Stecs  built  it  in  1800.  Nicholas  Minium 
made  the  wall;  Jacob  Housewcrth,  the  carpen- 
ter work. 

In  1813  Stees  sold  the  farm  at  Alt.  Pleasant, 
with  all  its  improvements,  including  mill,  saw- 
mill, water  rights,  etc.,  to  John  Sell  nee,  from 
Lebanon  County,  for  thirteen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars.  After  the 
decease  of  John  Schnce,  his  son,  Philip  Sehnee, 
obtained  the  property,  and  held  it.  Upon  his 
death,  his  son  John,  the  present  owner,  came 
into  possession. 

Alt.  Pleasant  NX  ills  was,  for  a number  of  years, 
a prominent  place  in  Perry  township.  A store, 
hotel,  mill  and  post-ollice  are  at  this  place. 
The  hotel  is  now  owned  by  A.  S.  Stahl,  who 
has  a large  patronage.  He  has  refitted  and 
improved  it. 

John  Schnce  and  his  son,  .Absalom  Schnce, 
have  erected  a fine  brick  building  at  Alt.  Pleas- 
ant, in  which  the  latter  lives,  and  in  which 
they  are  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile 
business.  Henry  S.  Schnce,  of  Free  burg,  owns 
part  of  the  original  farm.  The  fifth  generation 
now  reside  on  the  premises,  — John,  Philip, 
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John,  Absalom  and  his  children.  Absalom  is 
married  to  a daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  C.  G. 
Erloumyer,  who  was  Lutheran  pastor  at  Frec- 
burg,  and  who  served  the  congregation  at  this 
place  forty  years. 

David  Woccldy  carries  on  the  tanning  busi- 
ness about  one  mile  west  of  Mt.  Pleasant 

Milk 

Schools. — Levi  S.  (Joy,  of  Freeburg,  has 
in  his  possession  a deed  dated  August  15,  A.i>. 
1812,  wherein  George  Ivuchn  conveys,  for  the 
consideration  of  seven  dollars  and  eighty-three 
cents,  live  and  one-fourth  acres  of  land,  situate 
in  Mahantango  township  (now  Perry),  North- 
umberland County,  to  Frederick  Coy,  Daniel 
Winner,  Casper  Gel  nett  and  George  Shettorly, 
“in  trust,  and  to  their  successors  acting  in  the 
ofliec  of  trusteeship,  which  said  successors  shall 
be  chosen  and  elected  by  a majority  of  the 
trustees  present  at  the  time  of  election,  from 
time  to  time  forever.  To  and  for  the  onlv  use 
and  benefit  and  behoof  of  a German  and  Eng- 
lish  school  for  the  instruction  of  the  youth  in 
both  languages,  as  also  for  a place  of  worship 
to  all  denominations  and  professions  of  Chris- 
tian religion  universally  in  unity,  for  ever,  and 
to  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever.” 

The  tract  is  described  as  containing  five  and 
a quarter  acres,  and  is  a part  of  a larger  tract 
which  George  Ault  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  by 
indenture  dated  August  7,  171)9,  conveyed  to 
George  Ivuchn. 

'The  deed  for  this  school  land  is  acknowl- 
edged before  Michael  Rathfon,  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  witnessed  by  him  and  Frederick 
] ><  'eg. 

There  was  a school  house  on  this  land,  where 
a subscription  school  was  taught  during  the 
winter.  The  remains  of  this  old  school-house 
could  be  seen  until  quite  recently.  Francis 
Portslinc  taught  here  many  terms.  He  had 
come  from  France  in  1777.  1 J is  father  had 

charge  of  a select  school  in  France,  and  Francis 
could  speak  French,  German  and  English.  He 
also  had  a fair  knowledge  of  Latin.  Michael 
Womcr,  father  of  Dr.  II.  F.  Woiner,  Liv- 
erpool, .-till  living  near  Fremont,  was  one  of  his 
pupils.  lie  came  from  Baltimore  to  York, 
where  he  married  a Miss  IJciges,  and  from 


there  he  came  to  Perry  township.  lie  died  in 
1858,  aged  ninety-six  years,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Portslinc  Cemetery,  about  one  mile  west  of 
Meiservillc.  J I is  son,  George  Ports! ine,  aged 
eighty-live  years,  is  still  living  near  Meiservillc. 
His  grandson,  Eli  Portslinc,  who  has  taught 
many  terms,  is  teaching  one  of  the  public 
schools  of  Perry  township  in  1885.  This 
school  land  is  situate  at  the  road  near  Shatter’s 
saw-mill.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  public- 
school  system  no  attention  was  given  to  this 
land,  and  it  seems  that  adjoiners  have  absorbed 
it  and  have  taken  possession  of  it. 

There  was  a school- house  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
that  was  used  for  school  and  church  purposes 
before  the  adoption  of  the  tree-school  system. 
Joseph  Sehnee  and  others  taught  subscription 
school  during  three  months  of  the  year.  On 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Charles  Goodling  a 
subscript  ion  school  was  taught  during  the  winter 
months,  in  the  spring-house  that  is  still  stand- 
ing there.  A.  G.  ITornberger,  Esq.,  living 
near  Aline,  was  one  of  the  first  teachers  after 
the  adoption  of  the  free-school  system.  He 
now  lives  where  his  father,  Abner  Hornbcrger, 
resided,  who  had  come  from  Lancaster  County 
in  J817,  and  w ho  was  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
many  years. 

He  was  also  a millwright,  and  assisted  in 
building  the  following  grist-mills:  Frederick 
K renter,  now  Weiser’s,  Juniata  County;  Mr. 
Wi truer,  below  Liverpool  ; Frederick  Meiscr, 
Sr.,  opposite  Oriental  ; Rathfon  & Minium,  in 
Shade  Mountain  Gap  ; Frederick  Wendt,  now 
IT.  II  Bechtel,  Monroe  township,  Juniata 
County  ; for  General  A.  Leight,  now  Dinger’s, 
at  Aline.  II  e also  assisted  in  building  many 
saw-mills.  lie  was  a man  of  great  muscular 
strength  and  powers  of  endurance,  yet  mild  and 
affable  in  his  manners.  Esquire  Hornbcrger, 
his  son,  was  also  a soldier  in  the  late  war, 
has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  many 
years,  and  served  as  administrator,  executor, 
assignee  and  guardian  in  many  estates,  superin- 
tendent of  Sunday-school  and  various  offices  in 
the  Evangelical  Church,  of  w hich  he  is  a mem- 
ber. 

File  following  is  from  the  note-book  of  D.  S. 
Boyer,  county  superintendent,  1857. 
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“ School  near  Shadcl’s  mill,  visited  December  1 1 ^ 
1857.  House  weather-boarded,  not  plastered  nor 
ceiled,  21  feet  square.  Joseph  Decker  teacher. 

“Second  visit,  February  4,  1858.  54  scholars  pres- 

ent, house  unfit  for  its  purposes,  too  many  classes. 

“School  near  Hchnce’s,  visited  December  14,  1857. 
A log  house  formerly  used  by  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
congregation  as  a church,  18  by  .‘55  feel,  ceiled  with 
boards  ; large  wood-stove  near  the  middle  of  room  ; 
14  desks  to  seat  4 pupils  'each ; William  Heading, 
teacher. 

“Second  visit,  February  3,  1858.  7ti  pupils  present; 
house  too  small. 

Derry  at  present  contains  eight  schools,  and 
has  male  pupils  one  hundred  and  eighty-three; 
females,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four.  Value 
of  school  property,  §3000.  Since  the  above 
report  they  have  purchased  new  patent  desks 
for  lour  houses  and  rebuilt  one  of  the  houses. 
Each  house  is  well  supplied  with  blackboard 
surface  and  a large  county  map  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. There  are  several  new  and  elegant  school- 
houses  in  the  district. 


C J 1 A P T E n X III. 

WEST  FERRY  TOWNSHIP. i 

An  effort  was  made  in  1850  to  divide  Perry 
township  east  and  west.  A petition  was  pre- 
sented at  the  May  term  of  court  in  that  year, 
which  set  forth, — 

“That  your  petitioners  labor  under  great  inconve- 
nience for  want  of  a division  of  said  township,  to 
commence  at  a point  near  Kohler’s  Mill,  on  Mahan- 
tango  Creek,  which  is  the  line  between  Snyder  and 
Juniata  Counties,  leading  along  forest  mountain 
eastward  to  where  it  intersects  the  Washington  town- 
ship line.” 

Commissioners  were  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  the  division  and  to  make 
a draft  of  the  proposed  line.  The  commissioners, 
David  Wcirich,  David  Showers  and  J.  Henry 
App,  made  a report  to  the  court,  September, 
185G,  expressing  tbe  opinion  that  the  terri- 
tory included  in  the  lines  of  the  accompanying 
drall  ought  to  be  creeled  into  a separate  towu- 

1 Ry  Daniel  >S.  Royer. 


ship.  To  this  report  exceptions  were  filed  Sep- 
tember 25th  and  argued  December  12th,  held 
under  advisement  by  (he  court,  and  in  May, 
1857,  was  read  and  approved,  lYiai. 

In  1 85(5  another  petition  was  circulated  in 
the  township,  having  for  its  object  the  division 
of  Pony  township  by  a line  running  north  and 
south.  The  following  action  of  court  at  the 
February  term,  1857,  sets  forth  the  reason  for 
the  petition  and  the  proposed  boundaries  : 

“The  petition  of  .sundry  citizens  of  Perry  township 
respectfully  represents  that  they  labor  under  great 
inconvenience  from  the  extent  and  geographical  sur- 
face of  said  township  of  Perry.  That  this  inconveni- 
ence would  be  obviated  by  dividing  said  township  by 
a line  beginning  at  or  near  Solomon  Kerstetter’s  black- 
smith-shop ; thence  by  a straight  line  north  ten  de- 
grees west  until  it  intersects  the  dividing  line  between 
said  township  of  Perry  from  Franklin  and  Beaver 
townships,  on  the  top  of  shade  mountain,  and  erect- 
ing that  portion  of  said  township  lying  on  the  west 
side  of  said  line  into  a new  township.” 

The  petitioners  asked  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  make  inquiry  concerning  the 
division.  The  court  in  the  matter  made  the 
following  decree  February  2G,  1858  : 

“ In  the  above  case  two  returns  have  been  returned 
to  the  court  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
court  to  divide  said  township,  and  tbe  erection  of  a 
new  township  out  of  part  thereof,  in  two  separate 
applications.  The  first  return  was  favorable  to  a 
division  by  a line  from  cast  to  west,  and  the  second  to 
a division  by  a line  from  south  to  north.  Now  to 
wit,  February  2(i,  1858,  on  due  consideration  had  of 
the  premises,  the  court  order  a vote  of  the  qualified 
voters  of  said  township  to  be  taken  on  the  question  of 
a division  thereof  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  second 
return,  to  wit,  by  a line  from  south  to  north,  on  Fri- 
day, the  2'Jth  day  of  March  next,  upon  which  the 
election  ollicers  of  the  township  proposed  to  be  di- 
vided shall  hold  an  election  at  the  place  fixed  by 
law  for  holding  township  elections,  and  to  be  gov- 
erned therein  by  the  several  laws  of  ibis  common- 
wealth relating  to  township  elections.” 

In  accordance  with  this  decree,  an  election  was 
held  at  the  time  appointed,  at  which  a majority 
of  votes  was  cast  against  the  division,  where- 
upon a remonstrance  was  liled,  setting  forth  “ that 
the  election  was  held  in  an  undue  and  unfair 
way,  and  that  (he  tickets  were  not  in  accordance 
with  the  acts  of  Assembly,  ami  according  to  the 
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number  of  legal  votes  polled  there  was  a majority 
east  against,  dividing  said  township.” 

The  exceptions  tiled  were  sustained  and  a 
new  election  was  ordered  to  he  held  October  12, 
l.SdS, ‘‘on  the  way  proposed  for  the  division 
thereof  by  the  report  and  the  return  from  south 
to  north.” 

The  election  was  held  and  resulted  in  favor  of 
division,  which  action  was  confirmed  at  Decem- 
ber term  of  court,  1858,  and  the  new  township 
named  “ West  Perry.” 

This  township  was  formed  from  the  western 
part  of  Perry  township.  1 Hester’s  Valley  is  in 
the  northern  part,  bounded  by  Shade  Mountain. 
In  the  middle  part  is  the  Limestone  Valley,  com- 
posed of  good  soil.  In  the  southern  portion  is 
Buckwheat  Valley,  a light-yellow  gravel  soil. 
A\  est  Mahantango  Creek  borders  on  the  south 
and  west  and  Perry  on  the  east.  It  forms  a 
triangle  at  the  western  termination.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  western  end  is  composed  of  good 
soil  and  is  inhabited  by  a thrifty  agricultural 
community. 

In  1818  a road  was  laid  out  from  the  Men- 
nonite  Church  to  a road  at  or  near  the  house  of 
Michael  Allbright.  This  house  is  still  standing 
dose  to  the  creek.  John  Gray  hi  11  purchased 
about  one  thousand  acres  of  land  in  1772,  then 
Northumberland  County.  Richfield,  Juniata 
County,  occupies  part  of  this  land.  Gray  bill  was 
born  in  Germany  August  18,  1735;  died  Feb. 
18,  1806,  aged  seventy  lie  is  interred  in  the 
old  cemetery  north  of  Richfield,  and  on  his 
tombstone  is  inscribed,  “ lie  was  the  oldest  set- 
tler in  this  vicinity.”  The  sons  of  John  Gray- 
bill  were  Jacob,  Christian,  John  and  Peter. 
Joseph,  a great-grandson,  lives  on  the  homestead 
farm.  Jacob  married  Miss  Snyder  and  settled 
in  the  vicinity.  Christian  S.  Graybill,  a son  of 
Rev.  Christian  Graybill,  now  resides  on  the 
place.  His  sons  were  John,  Christian,  Jacob, 
Herman  and  Thomas,  who  all  settled  near  the 
father’s  place.  Christian,  brother  of  Jacob  and 
son  of  John,  married  a Miss  Lauver  and  settled 
in  now  Snyder  County,  and  their  descendants 
are  in  the  vicinity.  John,  brother  of  Jacob  and 
Christian,  was  ordained  bishop  of  the  Men- 
nonite  Church  when  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
and  served  until  his  death,  in  1888.  He  was 


the  first  Mcnnonite  minister  in  the  vicinity, 
lie  is  interred  in  the  old  cemetery,  and  his  de- 
scendants are  still  in  West  Perry.  Peter  war- 
ranted the  land  he  sold  to  John  Shellcnbergcr 
in  1 775,  near  Kiehlield.  Barbara,  wife  of  John 
Graybill,  attained  to  the  age  of  ninety-three 
years. 

Rev.  Christian  Graybill,  a descendant,  was 
born  November  2,  1789;  died  February  10, 
1876,  aged  eighty-seven  years;  was  forty-eight 
years  a minister  of  the  Mcnnonite  denomina- 
tion. 

Churches. — The  Mennonitc  Church  was 
built  in  1859.  John  G.  Graybill,  A.  AVincy, 
John  AViney,  building  committee  ; M.  S.  Gray- 
bill, secretary. 

The  Evangelical  Association  have  a brick 
church  edifice  in  Buckwheat  Valley.  It  is  named 
the  Daniel’s  Church. 

The  United  Brethren  denomination  erected  a 
log  church  near  Kohler’s  (now  Shellcnberger’s 
mill,)  but  it  is  now  abandoned,  they  having 
erected  a new  church  at  Richfield. 

Rev.  John  K.  Snyder,  a distant  relative  of 
Governor  Snyder,  was  born  April  11,1800; 
died  November  25, 1881,  aged  eighty-one  years, 
seven  months  and  fourteen  days.  He  was  a 
colonel  of  militia  when  he  joined  the  U.  B. 
Church.  He  became  a minister,  and  had  the 
faculty  to  impress  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  on 
the  hearts  of  his  hearers. 

J.  G.  Hornbcrger,  Fsq.,  served  several  terms 
as  county  auditor,  three  terms  as  justice 
of  the  peace.  He  has  taught  school  a number 
of  terms  and  holds  the  professional  certificate. 
His  services  are  in  frequent  demand  to  serve  as 
executor,  administrator,  assignee  and  guardian. 
He  is  a son-in-law  of  Rev.  J.  K.  Snyder  and 
one  of  the  executors  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Sny- 
der. 

George  A V.  Stiver  has  served  two  terms  as 
county  auditor.  He  has  taught  fourteen  terms 
of  common  school  and  is  a progressive  teacher. 
He  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  and  holds  the 
professional  certificate. 

Daniel  Haas  is  a school  director  of  AVest 
Perry  township.  An  active  school  man.  He 
is  a grandson  of  Valentine  Haas,  who  was  cap- 
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tain  of  a company  in  the  War  of  1812.  1 1 is  .son, 
IL  C.  Ilaas,  an  intelligent  young  man,  is  one 
iif  the  school-teachers  of  W est  Perry  township. 

The  mill  now  owned  hy  John  Shellenherger 
is  located  mi  iMahan(an<ro  ( 'rock,  near  Ricli- 
lick!.  Jl  was  long  known  as  “ Kohler’s  Mills.” 
Messrs.  Pile.  I lousewerth  and  Mittcrlinsi  owned 
' it.  It  has  a strong  water-power  and  has  an 
extensive  patronage.  The  present  owner  is  an 
active  and  energetic  man. 

Thomas  Shellenherger  erected  an  extensive 
steam  tannery  in  the  western  part  of  the  town- 
ship about  twenty  years  ago.  It  is  now  owned 
and  conducted  by  a party  who  came  from  Lan- 
. caster  County. 

Henry  P>.  Snyder  has  a water-power  saw-mill 
on  Mahantango  Creek,  three  miles  from  Rich- 
field. 1 1 c docs  an  extensive  customer  work. 

John  II.  Willis  was  born  of  English  descent 
in  Wilmington,  Del.,  June  2d,  18f)l.  His 
father  died  before  the  son  was  born.  April  18, 
1853,  he  was  bound  to  John  and  A ngcline  Mey- 
er, Norristown,  Pa.,  who  moved  to  W est  Perry 
township,  where  Mr.  W illis  has  ever  since  re- 
sided. He  struggled  through  disadvantages  ; 
laid  the  foundation  of  an  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  West  Perry  township  ; taught 
i common  schools;  entered  the  State  Normal 
School  at  Lock  Haven,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1883.  He  was  entirely  dependent  on  bis 
own  resources.  He  has  taught  fourteen  sessions 
of  the  common  schools  and  was  principal  of  the 
Middleburg  schools  when  graded  during  the 

o o r> 

winter  of  1883  and  1884.  He  is  a deacon  of 
the  Reformed  Church  at  Richfield,  president  of 
the  Republican  Standing  Committee  of  Snyder 
County,  and  was  secretary  of  the  same  in  the 
year  1884. 

Schools. — The  condition  of  the  early  schools 
in  this  part  of  Perry  (now  West  Perry)  is  best 
explained  by  tbe  following  extracts  from  the 
note-book  of  D.  S.  Boyer,  county  superintendent, 
1857:  “School  house  in  Buckwheat  Valley, 
near  Gordon’s,  visited  December  15,  1857.  A 
log  school-house,  weather-boarded,  not  plastered 
nor  ceiled,  twenty  four  foci  sipiare.  Wood-stove 
near  the  middle.  Long  desks  along  the  wall. 
Long  benches  too  high  for  smaller  pupils.  No 
black-board.  Hats,  etc.,  hanging  along  the 
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wall.  Thirty-seven  present.  Union  Primer, 
Cobb’s  & Byerly’s  Spellers,  Cobb’s  1,  2,  3 Read- 
ers, Testament,  McGuffie’s  Reader,  Sanders’  1 
English  Reader,  History  of  the  World,  German 
Psaltery,  Smith’s  A Rose’s  Arithmetics  used, 
i No  directors  have  visited  this  school. 

“Second  visit,  February  4,  1858.  School 
opened  by  reading  tiie  Testament.  Lighty  pu- 
pils on  the  roll.  School  too  large  for  the  house, 
which  is  unfit  for  use.  John  R.  Ecklin,  teacher. 

“School  at  David  Kremer’s,  western  part  of 
township,  visited  February  3,  1858.  House 
eighteen  feet  square,  situate  near  the  road.  A 
miserable  log  cabin,  not  plastered  nor  ceiled; 
well  ventilated  witli  broken  windows  and  open- 
ings in  the  floor.  Blackboard  one  by  four  feet. 
Long  desks  along  the  wall,  and  high  slab 
benches.  Twenty-eight  pupils  on  the  roll. 
Cobbs  A Sanders’  and  McGullie’s  Readers, 
Cobb’s  Sequel  English  Reader,  Rose  A Stod- 
dard’s Arithmetics  used.  Alexander  Bertcli, 
teacher.” 

'This  school-house  was  in  that  part  of  the 
district  that  is  now  embraced  in  the  Independ- 
ent District,  where  they  have  now  two  new  and 
elegant  school-houses,  seated  with  patent  desks 
and  well  supplied  with  blackboards,  etc.  This 
is  known  by  the  name  “ Evandale.”  School 
property  now  valued  at  fourteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. There  has  been  a marked  improvement 
since  1858. 

The  following  is  thestatistical  report  for  1885: 
“ Four  schools,  5 months,  4 male  teachers,  sal- 
ary, 824.  Males  1 1G,  females  79.  Five  mills 
levied  for  school  purposes,  $517.85.  State 
appropriation,  $12(5.75.  For  repairing,  $57.53. 
Teachers’  wages,  $480.  Fuel  and  contin- 
gents, $(53.75.  Collection  fees,  $43.53.  Salary 
| of  secretary,  $15.  Resources  in  excess  of  lia- 
bilities, $52.52.  Value  of  school  property, 
$2800.” 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the 
schools  of  this  district  since  1858.  They  have 
four  comfortable  houses,  and  they  have  good 
teachers  employed.  John  W.  Haas,  who  was  a 
professional  teacher  living  and  teaching  in  this 
district  for  a number  of  years,  assisted  in  ad- 
vancing the  schools. 
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CHAPTER  X T V. 

WASH  [Nil  TON  TOW  NS  II 1 1’.1 

In  the  summer  of  1817  petitions  were  eir- 
(Mi latcd  ;imoi ig  the  inhahitiuits  ol’  ports  of  Penn’s, 
Centre  and  Malianlango  townships,  having  for 
their  ohjeel,  (he  erection  ol  a new  township. 
The  petitions  were  presented  to  the  court  of 
Union  County,  and  John  Hayes,  .John  Dries- 

baeh  and were  appointed  viewers.  The 

two  whose  names  are  here  given  made  a report 
at  the  December  term  of  court,  1817,  and  de- 
scribed boundaries  of  the  proposed  township, — 

“Beginning  at  a marked  Hickory  on  the  banks  of 
the  Susquehanna  River  above  and  near  the  mouth 
of  George  Arnold’s  Run  ; thence  north  51  degrees 
west  1070  perches  to  a marked  white  oak  ; south  39 
degrees  west  200  perches  to  a marked  white  oak  ; 
north  51  degrees  west  (3(>0  perches,  north  53  de- 
grees west  -100  perches,  north  20  degrees  west  780 
perches  to  Shadel’s  house  ; thence  49  degrees  east 
1070  perches  to  Middle  Greek  ; thence  down  the  same 
to  the  Susquehanna ; thence  down  the  said  river  to 
the  beginning,  to  he  known  by  the  name  of  Washing- 
ton.” 

The  report  was  read  the  first  time  December 
18,1817,  and  again  December  14,  1818,  when 
it  was  confirmed.  A part  of  this  township 
was  taken  to  form  part  of  Chapman  township 
when  it  was  erected,  in  February,  1820. 

This  is  one  of  the  interior  townships  of  Sny- 
der County.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Franklin  and  Middle  Creek  townships,  cast  by 
Penn,  south  bv  Union  and  Chapman,  west  hv 
Perry  :•  •w:,-;".;p.  M:h.iU  Crock,  a 
which  has  it.'  ~oun-e  in  the  western  part  of  the 
eountv,  flows  along  the  eastern  boundary  of  this  I 
township. 

It  is  six  miles  from  east  to  west,  and  the  same 
distance  from  its  northern  to  its  southern  boun- 
daries. 

The  township  contains  three  valleys,  extend- 
ing east:  and  west,  and  three  ridges  running  east 
and  west,  parallel  with  the  valleys.  Chestnut 
Ridge,  along  the  northern  boundary,  abounds  in 
hematite  and  fossil  iron-ore,  and  there  are 
many  drifts  now  open  and  success  full  v and  I 
profitable  worked.  The  ore  is  hauled  hv  teams 

1 By  Daniel  8.  Boyer. 


to  K reamer  and  Globe  Mills  Stations,  on  the 
Sunhury  and  Lewistown  Railroad,  a distance  of 
two  miles.  . Flintstone  Ridge,  south  of  Frer- 
burg,  abounds  in  good  limestones.  Many  lime 
quarries  are  open  and  lime-kilns  are  built  near 
the  quarries.  A good  quality  of  cement  stone 
has  been  found  on  the  ridge,  on  (he  premise.' 
of  A iigiisfus  Springman,  near  I'Yeebiirg.  Ncitz’s 
Ridge,  south  of  Flintstone,  has  several  drills 
made  by  miners  about  ten  years  ago. 

Pleasant  Valley,  between  Chestnut  and  Flint 
Ridges,  has  a good  quality  of  limestone  and  red 
shale  land. 

Flintstone  Wiley  is  a narrow  strip  of  flint- 
stone land  noted  for  its  productiveness,  'flic 
sharp  flintstones  and  heavy  soil,  of  which  it  is 
composed,  require  more  labor  to  cultivate  than 
light  gr  avel  soil,  hut  it  yields  a good  return  to 
the  husbandman. 

Neitz’s  Valley,  located  between  Xcitz’s  Ridge 
and  third  ridge,  contains  a yellow  gravely  soil, 
easy  to  cultivate.  In  this  valley  strong  indica- 
tions of  coal-oil  can  he  found.  On  the  surface 
of  the  water,  at  a number  of  places,  a scum  can 
he  found,  some  of  which  has  been  collected  into 
bottles  and  tested.  The  lands  in  this  valley  have 
been  leased  by  a party  who  propose  to  prospect 
for  coal-oil. 

Wisahieken  Creek  flows  through  Pleasant 
A7alley  into  Middle  Creek.  It  is  formed  by 
numerous  springs,  which  arise  in  Chestnut  and 
Flint  Ridge.  A small  stream  flows  throimh 
Flintstone  Valley  into  Middle  Creek.  This 
'tr-.am  divides  the  quality  of  the  -.41.  On  the 
north  -id-:-  of  it  i-  round  the  heavy  hint  land, 
and  on  the  south  gravel  land.  A small  .'trearn 
also  Hows  through  Neitz’s  Valley  into  llic  Middle 
( ’reek. 

J iion-Okk. — On  (he  premises  of  W illiam 
11.  Ripka,  two  miles  north  of  Freehurg,  iron- 
ore  of  the  best  quality  is  mined.  Mr.  Ripka  is 
a millwright  and  put  in  the  machinery  of  the 
sand-works  at  McYoytown,  Millliu  County,  ami 
built  a number  of  mills  and  saw-mills  in  Cen- 
tre, Mitllin  and  Snyder  Counties. 

Iron-ore  is  also  taken  out  on  the  land  of 
Isaac  Diemcr,  Andrew  Picked,  George  C. 
Moyer,  ( '.  Haines  and  others.  The  iron-ore 
business  was  commenced  here  about  twelve 
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years  ago  by  Ilcini,  Cruikshank  & Co.,  from 
Sliamokin.  It  is  taken  on  wagons  to  (lie  Sun- 
bnry  and  Lew  is  town  Railroad,  to  Meiser  and 
Smilhgrovc,  a distance  of  about  two  miles, 
where  it  is  shipped  to  Danville  and  to  oilier 
places. 

Motion's. — The  elections  for  Washington 
township  were  held  many  years  at  the  election- 
liou  e of  ( i eorge  Moyer.  When  W illiam  Moyer, 
Esip,  purchased  the  property  he  removed  the  old 
election-house,  and  on  the  erection  of  a new  build- 
ing he  desired  the  elections  held  at  another  place. 
A petition  was  presented  at  December  term  of 
court,  1874,  and  Judge  Bucher  ordered  the 
elections  to  be  held  at  Boyer’s  town  hall,  in 


ij  Freeburg. 

At  February  term,  1871),  a petition  was  pro- 
| seated  to  court  praying  for  the  removal  of  the 
place  of  holding  the  elections  from  Rover’s 
’ town  hall  to  the  house  of  Andrew  Roush.  The 
Court  ordered  an  election  to  be  held  April  lb, 
1871),  on  the  question  of  removal.  The  result 
of  the  election  was:  Against  removal,  seventy- 
four  votes  ; for  removal,  sixty-live  votes.  The 
Court  thereupon  decreed  that  the  elections 
should  continue  to  beheld  at  Boyer’s  town  hall. 

Covered  Bridles  across  Middle  Creek. 
— At  February  term  of  court,  1820,  Samuel 
Templeton,  George  Boyer,  George  Miller,  Sam- 
uel Baum,  Jr.,  Joseph  Stillwell  and  Christopher 
Secbold  were  appointed  commissioners  to  view 
sites  for  covered  bridges  across  both  branches 
of  Middle  Creek  on  the  road  leading  from 
Freeburg,  through  Washington  township,  to 


Selin’s  Grove. 


They  reported  at  May  sessions  that  bridges 
were  necessary  over  the  two  branches  of  Middle 
Creek,  which  report  was  confirmed  by  the 
Court.  Contract  was  made  with  Colonel  J.  C. 
Jlcrrold  for  their  construction,  who  soon  alter 
built  them,  and  they  are  still  in  use. 

Carry  Settlers. — Frederick  Albright  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Flintstone  Valiev. 
He  located  one  mile  south  of  Freeburg,  where  j 
there  is  an  excellent  spring.  He  built  a log 
cabin  on  the  tract  now  owned  l>v  Philip  and  .J.  j 
A.  Moyer.  It  was  not  until  several  years  later 
that  he  took  out  his  warrant.  'The  patent  was 
granted  November  27,  1788.  It  contained  one 
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hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres  and  was  named 
“Garter  Snake.”  He  and  his  wife  sold  sixty- 
two  acres  to  their  son-in-law,  Adam  Stahl,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1800.  Another  tract  of  one  hundred 
and  six  acres  was  patented  as  “Ileroph”  No- 
vember 21),  I 71H). 

A man  named  Ruland  was  the  first  settler  in 
Pleasant  Valley.  He  built  a cabin  in  the 
meadow  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  John 
Hummel,  a half-mile  from  Freeburg. 

Peter  Straub  lived  three  miles  northwest  of 
Freeburg  in  1785.  lie  had  a one-story,  wea  - 
ther-boarded  house,  painted  red,  on  the  site 
where  the  house  of  Jacob  Haines  now  stands, 
lie  dressed  in  home-made  clothes  and  never  had 
buttons  on  his  garments ; he  tied  them  with 
strings.  ITe  made  his  owm  hats  of  straw  and 
w'ore  no  others;  he  never  used  candles,  and  the 
only  light  he  used  was  made  of  pine-knots, 
which  w'ere  burned  in  an  opening  in  the  chim- 
ney, called  kce-ejfly  in  the  German  language.  He 
had  only  three  hickory  chairs  in  use;  they 
cooked  in  an  open  fire-place,  and  the  sour  krout 
stand  was  kept  in  the  kitchen;  he  used  wooden 
spoons  and  bowls  of  his  own  manufacture.  He 
had  no  children,  but  left  a considerable  legacy, 
when  he  died,  to  collateral  heirs.  His  wife  also 
dressed  in  home-made  clothes,  and  was  an  ex- 
pert at  the  spinning-wheel,  an  article  much 
used  in  her  day. 

Grist-Mills. — There  are  three  grist-mills 
in  Washington  township.  The  mill  in  Free- 
burg is  situated  on  Wisahieken  Creek,  and  was 
built  by  Andrew  Straub,  the  founder  of  Free- 
burg. It  is  a two-story  structure.  The  present 
owners,  Levi  S.  and  George  W.  Goy,  erected  a 
dry-kiln  near  the  mill  in  the  year  1883  ; also  a 
saw-mill.  They  do  considerable  sawing,  and 
use  steam-power  at  low  stages  of  the  water  to 
propel  the  grist-mill.  This  is  a great  con- 
venience to  the  citizens  of  Freeburg  and  its 
vicinity. 

The  mill  now  owned  by  F.  F.  Hilbish  and 
George  K.  Moyer,  on  Wisahieken  Creek,  two 
miles  east  of  Freeburg,  on  the  road  leading  to 
Selin’s  Grove,  was  built  by  Christian  ITautz. 
flic  present  owners  have  recently  remodeled  it, 
and  put  in  now  machinery,  and  also  a new 
steam-engine.  They  use  the  engine  at  low 
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stages  of  the  water.  This  mill  is  used  fur 
customer  work,  and  is  couveuieutly  located.  It 
occupies  the  place  where  au  old  mill  stood 
which  had  been  erected  by -J.  G.  Ale  ages  many 
years  ago. 

Andrew  and  A.  .1.  Bcnshell  built  a two-story 
grist-mill  at  Middle  Greek,  about  twenty  years 
ago,  three  miles-  east  of  Frecburg.  It  has  a 
good  water-power  and  good  machinery,  and  is 
now  owned  by  Philip  Benfer.  An  old  log  mill 
was  built  by  Philip  Morr  on  the  premises  now 
owned  by  Joseph  Diehl,  one  mile  east  of  Frce- 
burg,  on  the  road  leading  to  Selin’s  Grove.  It 
was  afterwards  converted  into  an  oil-mill, 
which  ceased  operation  with  flax-raising. 
Frederick  Stees  erected  a new  two-story  grist- 
mill on  this  site,  and  also  a saw-mill.  This 
mill  was  burned  in  the  year  1 853,  when  owned 
by  Jacob  Sclioch,  deceased.  No  mill  has  since 
been  erected,  and  the  race  which  conveyed  the 
water  to  the  mill  is  tilled  and  leveled  and  the 
ground  is  used  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Tannkimks. — Samuel  Moyer  owns  the  tan- 
nery on  the  southwest  corner  of  North  and 
Front  Streets,  in  Frecburg.  He  carries  on  the 
tanning  business.  This  tannery  was  established 
by  Colonel  Henry  Straub  about  the  year  1835. 

Philip  Moyer  carries  on  the  tanning  busi- 
ness at  a tan-yard  which  he  established  in  the 
year  1851.  It  is  located  one  mile  northwest  of 
Frecburg,  on  the  road  leading  from  Frecburg 
to  Middlcburg. 

On  the  premises  of  Mrs.  George  ITilbish,  cor- 
ner of  Water  and  Market  Streets,  in  Frecburg, 
Francis  A.  Boyer,  Sr.,  commenced  the  tanning 
business  about  the  year  1815.  His  father, 
Philip  Boyer,  bought  this  establishment  about 
that  date.  flic  last  tanning  business  was  done 
by  David  Moyer.  George  llilbish,  now  de- 
ceased, destroyed  the  vats  about  the  year  18G5, 
and  a garden  now  occupies  the  spot  where  the 
vats  were. 

On  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  estate  of 
Michael  C.  A I oyer,  deceased,  one  mile  west  of 
Frecburg,  his  father,  Christopher  AToyer,  estab- 
lished a tan-yard  in  the  year  1831.  The  busi- 
ness was  kept  up  till  1851,  a period  of  twenty 
years. 

On  the  firm  of  John  Freed,  three  miles  west 


of  Frecburg,  Peter  Witmer  erected  a tan-yard 
in  the  year  1828.  The  business  was  kept  up 
till  1848.  John  P.  Mertz  was  the  last  to  carry 
on  the  business. 

On  the  corner  of  Front  and  North  Streets, 
where  the  widow  of  the  late  Pev.  G.  G.  Erlcn- 
mycr  now  lives,  John  Roush  erected  a tan-yard 
about  the  year  1812.  .John  llilbish  was  the 
last  one  that  conducted  the  business,  and  the 
present  occupants  filled  up  the  vats  about  the 
year  1855. 

Distilleries. — There  were  twelve  distil- 
leries in  "Washington  township.  The  last  two 
were  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  year  1853,  and 
nothing  now  remains  to  show  where  any  of 
them  were  located.  Farmers  would  take  their 
apples  and  peaches  in  large  English  wagon-bed-, 
bidding  from  forty  to  eighty  bushels,  and  get 
them  distilled  into  whiskey  and  applejack  for 
half  of  the  proceeds.  The  prices  of  rye  whiskey 
ranged  from  thirty-three  to  thirty-seven  cents 
per  gallon,  and  of  applejack  from  twenty-two 
to  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon.  It  was  a usual 
sight  to  see  immense  piles  of  apples  surrounding 
the  distilleries,  belonging  to  different  parties, 
which  were  awaiting  their  time  for  distillation. 
The  names  of  the  last  owners  of  the  distilleries 
and  the  places  where  located  are  as  follows: 

Peter  llilbish,  where  Samuel  G.  llilbish 
now  lives,  one  mile  west  of  Frecburg.  John 
Alotz,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Peter  Klinglcr, 
two  miles  west  of  Frecburg.  Henry  Straub,  on 
the  farm  of  II.  AI.  Freed,  three  miles  west  of 
Frecburg.  Lorenzo  Haines,  on  the  farm  of 
Philip  Apple,  one  and  one-half  miles  west  of 
Frcc*b u rg.  John  German,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  John  Sell  nee,  in  Flintstone  Valley. 
Henry  Deckert,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Henry  Kustcr,  in  Flintstone  V alley  (Bailey 
homestead).  John  I Iolsapple,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Jacob  ATorr,  in  Flintstone  Valley. 
Adam  Stahl,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Philip 
and  John  A.  Aloyer,  in  Flintstone  Valley. 
Philip  Alorr,  on  the  farm  of  A.  Springman, 
three-fourths  of  a mile  east  of  Frecburg. 
Lorenzo  Haines,  on  lot  of  George  G.  AToyer,  on 
Ghcrry  Run,  near  Frecburg.  Frederick  Aloyer, 
on  the  farm  of  F.  G.  Moyer,  one  mile  north  of 
Frecburg,  on  Cherry  Run,  near  the  old  ceine- 
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tery.  Harman  Speese,  on  (lie  land  of  Henry 
K lister,  one  mile  northeast  of  Freeburg,  on  the 
road  leading  to  Conrad’s  Mill. 

( ‘i  i r ia  1 1 ks.-  -The  history  of  Zion’s  Lutheran 
Uh  n roll  and  eel  net  cry  will  he  found  in  t he  sketch 
of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church  in 
Freeburg. 

The  only  church  in.  the  township  at  (he 
present  time  belongs  to  the  congregation  of 
Lnii  id  Brethren.  It  is  located  two  miles  south 
of  Freeburg.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  Sep- 
tember 5,  1880,  and  a one-story  frame  edifice 
.was  erected  in  that  year,  The  society  are  reg- 
ularly organized,  and  are  supplied  by  circuit 
preachers. 

Schools. — Before  the  adoption  of  the  com- 
mon-school system  there  was  only  one  school- 
house  in  Freeburg  and  Washington  township, 
which  was  located  on  the  ground  where  the 
Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church  now  stands 
in  Freeburg.  It  was  a log  structure,  one  story 
high,  weather-boarded  and  painted  red. 

Among  the  early  teachers  were  Kamfield, 
Schuyler,  Gundrum,  Hollenbusli.  Later  were 
Logan,  Sands,  Burge,  Burr,  Montclius,  Naille, 
Motz,  Jesse,  Hugh,  Absalom  and  William 
Teats.  The  latter  is  still  living  in  Washington 
township,  of  whom  we  present  the  following 
sketch,  which  embraces  a long  period  in  our 
school  history. 

William  Teats  was  born  in  Washington 
township,  Union  (now  Snyder)  County,  Feb- 
ruary 14,1810.  His  father,  William  Teats, 
came  to  Pennsylvania  from  New  Jersey.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-three  years,  leaving  a 
large  family  mostly  depending  on  William,  then 
only  seventeen  years  old.  His  entire  school 
term  was  only  seven  weeks.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  taught  a subscription  school 
in  a log  house  near  his  home,  in  Washington 
township,  in  the  year  182i).  1 Ie  continued  to 

work  at  his  trade  during  the  summer  and  teach 
subscription  school  during  the  winter  until  the 
adoption  of  the  frce-scliool  system.  He  taught 
forty-two  terms  subscription  and  public  schools. 
He  has  three  sons,  who  also  are  teachers.  Levi, 
the  eldest  son,  (aught  sixteen  terms,  but  is  now 
a farmer  in  Perry  township;  Philip  M.  Teats, 
second  son,  was  ten  years  justice  of  the  peace  in 


West  Berry  township,  and  taught  seventeen 
terms,  now  residing  at  Bloomsburg  ; Robert  M. 
Teats,  his  youngest  son,  has  taught  twenty-two 
terms,  nine  of  them  near  his  home,  in  Wash- 
ington township.  Levi  has  a son,  Henry  W. 
Teats,  who  is  also  a teacher.  Robert  M.has 
two  sons, — Ira  W.,  who  has  taught  two  terms, 
and  William  W.,  Jr.,  taught  one  term. 

William  Teats,  the  lather,  lives  with  his  son 
Robert,  with  all  his  faculties  unimpaired,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years. 

Fifty  years  ago  Washington  township  had 
twelve  distilleries  and  one  school.  Now  there 
are  eleven  public  schools,  an  academy,  two 
music-schools  and  no  distillery. 

Geography  was  first  taught  in  the  county,  in 
Freeburg  in  1 828,  and  grammarat  the. same  place, 
1881.  George  Weirick  was  the  teacher  who 
taught  geography  and  the  pupils  were  Philip 
Ililbish,  now  living  at  Selin’s  Grove;  George 
C.  Moyer,  living  at  Freeburg;  Elias  R. 
Menges,  one  of  the  first  associate  judges  of 
Snyder  County,  who  now  resides  near  Bristol, 
Elkhart  County,  Ind.  Jesse  Teats  taught  the 
first  grammar  and  George  C.  Moyer  and  Henry 
J.  Boyer  (oldest  brother  of  Professor  D.  S. 
Boyer),  now  living  in  Chicago,  Ilk,  were  the 
only  pupils.  Theodore  Burr  was  the  first 
teacher  who  taught  natural  philosophy,  and 
Daniel  S.  Boyer  was  his  only  pupil  in  that 
branch. 

William  P.  Moyer,  present  principal  of  the 
graded  school  for  Washington  township,  has 
taught  twenty-one  terms  and  holds  the  perma- 
nent certificate  issued  by  the  State.  "William 
II.  Moyer,  the  present  postmaster  at  Freeburg, 
also  holds  the  permanent  certificate.  He  has 
taught  a number  of  terms  of  public  school,  and 
was  an  assistant  teacher  in  the  Freeburg  Acad- 
emy. T.  E.  Arbogast  was  a successful  teacher, 
also  a school  director,  and  is  now  one  of  t he  lead- 
ing merchants  in  Freeburg. 

The  statistics  for  1855  are  as  follows:  Nine 
schools,  four  months  ; nine  male  teachers.  Male 
pupils,  two  hundred  and  eleven  ; females,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  nine. 

For  the  year  1884,  twenty-nine  years  later, 
the  statistics  are  as  follows  : Eleven  schools,  five 
months  ; eight  male  and  three  female  teachers. 
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Number  of  male  pupils,  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five; females,  two  hundred  and  ten. 

There  are  four  schools  in  one  building  in 
Freebnrg.  Value  of  school  property,  five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

L.  S.  (Joy,  a gentleman  of  a good  common- 
school  education,  is  secretary  of  the  board.  He 
advocated  the  necessity  of  putting  new  desks 
i to  two  of  the  rooms  in  the  Freebnrg  school- 
house.  The  board  agreed  to  this  measure,  and 
seated  the  upper  rooms  with  the  new  improved 
Paragon  desks,  September,  1885. 

Washington  is  credited  with  having  been  the 
first  district  in  the  county  that  accepted  the 
public-school  system. 

FUKKnrKO. 

This  village  was  founded  about  17!N!  by  An- 
drew Straub,  and  was  called  Straub’s  Town  for 
several  years.  1 1 contained  ninety  five  building- 
lots,  sixty-six  feet  by  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  feet.  lie  donated  one  acre  of  ground  for 
church  and  school  purpose's.  The  Lutheran 
Reformed  Church  is  erected  on  one  of  the  lots 
donated.  The  proprietor  of  the  town  became 
so  poor  that  at  his  death  he  was  buried  at  the 
expense  of  the  township  in  the  grave-yard  he 
had  previously  donated  in  Freebnrg.  He  died 
in  the  stone  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Henry  Custer,  in  Penn’s  township.  No  tomb- 
stone marks  his  resting-place. 

The  inhabitants  of  Straubstown  in  1802  are 
given  in  Linn’s  “ Buffalo  Valley,”  as  follows  : 
“ A lspice,  Doctor  Henry  ; Pel  inly,  Jacob  ; 1 Iaek- 
enberg,  Michael,  joiner ; Long,  Peter;  Moore, 
Andrew;  Moore,  Philip;  Myer,  Michael  ; Mycr, 
Jacob,  son  of  Stephen  ; Myer,  George ; Nagle, 
John  ; Reigert,  Paul  ; Polish,  John,  tan-vard  ; 
Rupert,  John;  Sclioek,  Jacob;  Smith,  John, 
weaver;  Straub,  George,  son  of  Peter;  Stump, 
Abraham;  Weaver,  Michael.” 

The  first  addition  made  to  the  town  was  in 
1854,  when  Henry  Motz,  Fsq.,  laid  out  twenty- 
one  building-lots  ; the  second  was  made  hy 
John  Emrieh,  in  1807,  consisting  of  twenty-one 
lots,  the  third  addition  by  Hon.  George  C. 
Moyer,  eighteen  lots;  the  fourth  addition,  of 
forty  lots,  by  Daniel  S.  and  Jacob  J.  Royer; 
the  fifth,  of  one  hundred  and  forty  lots,  was 


made  by  Augustus Springman,  in  the  year  1873. 
This  last  addition  was  part  of  a tract  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  acres  surveyed  to  Daniel 
Orl  on  a warrant  dated  April  1 I,  17o5.  Ort 
sold  the  tract  to  Andrew  Moore,  March  13, 
17(b).  Ft  was  named  “ Milltown,”  and  was  de- 
scribed as  being  in  Dutch  Valley,  near  Middle 
Greek.  The  patent  was  issued  July  9,  1785. 
'I 'he  town  now  contains  three  hundred  and  fifty 
building-lots,  and  is  five-eighths  of  a mile  in 
length.  It  contains  one  hundred  and  ten  dwell- 
ing-houses, an  academy,  two  music-schools,  two 
churches,  a public  school-house  with  four  rooms, 
five  stores,  two  drug-stores,  two  saddler-shops, 
two  shoemakers,  two  tinsmiths,  one  tan-yard, 
four  blacksmith-shops,  two  wagon-maker’s  shops, 
one  feed-store,  two  marble-shops,  one  lum- 
ber-yard, one  foundry,  a barber-shop,  one  saloon, 
five  establishments  in  which  cigars  are  manu- 
factured, two  print ing-oflices,  two  plasterers,  two 
physicians,  three  attorneys,  one  minister,  two 
dealers  in  musical  instruments,  two  justices  of 
the  peace,  three  carpenters,  one  chair-maker  and 
a grist  and  saw-mill.  George  R.  Straub  has 
carried  on  the  coach  business  in  Freebnrg  since 
1852.  P.  L.  Mains  has  a furniture  establish- 
ment, and  is  also  an  undertaker  and  painter. 
F.  F.  Hilhish  has  erected  a large  sale-stable,  at 
which  he  has  had  thirty  sales  of  horses  since 
January,  1883.  The  horses  are  bought  hy 
Messrs.  Wilson,  of  Walnut,  111.,  and  shipped 
here  by  railroad.  Mr.  Hilhish  has  sold  at  pub- 
lic and  private  sales  since  he  established  the 
business  about  one  thousand  horses,  and  handled 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars 
in  the  business. 

Christian  Royer,  a Revolutionary  soldier,  kept 
the  first  store  in  Washington  township,  in  the 
year  1789,  in  the  old  stone  house,  still  standing 
and  occupied  by  Daniel  Raney,  one  mile  north 
of  Freebnrg.  He  afterwards  built  a house  on 
the  corner  now  occupied  by  I''.  (I.  Moyer,  in 
Freebnrg.  He  gave  an  old  fiddle  to  Christo- 
plier  Moyer  for  all  the  timber  he  used  in  this 
house.  He  moved  into  it  and  opened  a store 
about  the  year  1797,  one  year  alter  Freeburg 
was  founded. 

Philip  Morr  kept  a store  in  Freebnrg,  in  the 
house  now  owned  by  M.  L.  Frlenmyer,  on  Front 
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Street,  about  (lie  year  17!)!).  George  Hosterman 
kept  a tavern  in  Front  Street,  about  the  year 
1X12,  in  the  house  now  owned  by  the  estate  of 
I kmicl  ( i lass,  deceased. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  IS7I  to  incorporate 
Freeburg  into  a borough.  A petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  court  signed  by  forty-two  persons. 
The  petition  was  taken  into  consideration,  and 
the  grand  jury  granted  a borough  February  2 1, 
1871. 

A May  term,  1871,  a remonstrance  was 
presented  to  the  court  against  the  incorporation, 
and  exceptions  tiled,  and  L.  M.  Myers  ap- 
pointed commissioner  to  take  testimony.  Sev- 
enty-five witnesses  were  examined,  a majority 
of  whom  test  died  against  the  incorporation.  A 
number  who  had  signed  in  favor  of  a borough 
were  induced  to  change  their  opinions,  and  testi- 
fied against  the  incorporation.  The  matter  ended, 
the  report  of  the  grand  jury  was  not  con- 
firmed by  the  court,  and  Freeburg  still  remains 
in  Washington  tow  nship. 

The  Freeburg  ('a wrier  was  established  in 
Freeburg,  July  25,  1807,  with  D.  B.  & C.  F. 
Mover  as  editors  and  proprietors.  This  firm 
conducted  the  paper  up  to  August  1,  187-1, 
when,  upon  the  death  of  the  senior  member, 
Henry  B.  Moyer  purchased  the  interest  of  the 
deceased,  and  at  once  assumed  the  duties  of  one 
of  its  editors  and  proprietors,  the  firm-name 
being  II.  B.  A C.  F.  Moyer.  C.  F.  Moyer, 
one  of  the  proprietors,  erected  a fine  two-story 
office  on  Market  Street,  Freeburg,  in  1876.  The 
Courier  is  a Republican  paper. 

The  Freeburg  News  is  a Democratic  paper  es- 
tablished by  L.  (i.  Early  in  Freeburg,  July  1, 
1885.  Its  office  is  on  Market  Street.  Mr. 
Early  learned  the  business  at  Reading. 

Lu'j’i 1 isj&an  and  Reformed  Church  of 
Fkefiiu  Ro. — These  distinct  congregations 
erected  a Union  Church  at  Freeburg  in  1812. 
The  history  of  each  will  here  be  given  in  con- 
nection with  the  church  building. 

On  the  Morr  farm,  now  owned  by  Augustus 
Springman,  our  forefathers  worshipped  in  a 
private  house  long  before  a church  was  erected. 
In  1770  a patent  was  granted  to  Andrew  Morr, 
Casper  Roush,  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  Refer  Straub,  for  forty-two  acres  of 


land  one  mile  north  of  Freeburg,  for  the  use  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  On  this  land  they  built 
a loir  school-house,  which  was  also  used  for 
a church  for  seventeen  years.  About  six  acres 
of  this  land  is  still  owned  by  the  Lutheran  con- 
gregation at  Freeburg,  and  an  old  cemetery, 
which  has  been  recently  newly  fenced  and 
cleared  is  on  a part  of  this  land. 

In  1787  the  Lutherans  commenced  build- 
ing a church  on  the  grounds,  called  Zion’s 
Church,  but  never  finished  it.  In  this  church 
they  worshipped  twenty-eight  years.  The  Re- 
formed congregation  was  organized  in  the  year 
17!)1. 

Andrew  Straub,  the  proprietor  of  Straubs- 

town  (now  Freeburg),  donated  one  acre  of 

ground  for  church  and  school  purposes,  on 

which  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  coimrega- 
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tion  built  a Union  Church.  The  corner-stone 
was  laid  May  7, 1812,  by  Rev.  Engel,  Lutheran, 
and  Rev.  Adams,  Reformed  minister.  The 
church  was  named  St.  Peter’s  Church  of  Free- 
burg. 

The  War  of  1812—14  delayed  its  completion 
until  1815.  It  was  a two-story  stone  church 
surmounted  with  a cupola,  in  which  was  placed 
a good  bell.  It  had  a gallery  on  three  sides, 
and  was  considered  a model  building  for  the 
times.  After  three  years’  labor  it  was  dedicated 
October  21),  1815.  On  this  occasion  the  pastors, 
Rev.  Conrad  Walter,  Lutheran,  and  Rev.  Isaac 
Gerhart,  Reformed,  wore  assisted  by  Rev.  .1.  P. 
Shindel,  of  Sunbury,  who  preached  the  dedica- 
tory sermon,  and  Rev.  II.  Gerhart,  of  Bedford, 
and  Rev.  V.  II.  F l ies,  of  Miffiinlmrg.  Christian 
Boyer  and  Jacob  Roush  were  the  building  com- 
mittee on  the  Lutheran  side,  and  Henry  Stetler 
and  John  Nagle,  Reformed.  This  church 
stood  fifty-six  years,  until  March  23,1868. 

The  members  of  both  congregations  assem- 
bled to  tear  it  down,  June  28,  1868.  A large 
concourse  of  people  assembled  to  view  the  con- 
tents of  the  old  corner-stone.  Rev.  C.  G. 
Erlenmycr  preached  on  this  occasion,  on  the 
words  recorded  in  Psalm  77-50,  “ I have  con- 
sidered the  days  of  old,  the  years  of  ancient 
times.” 

Rev.  J.  W.  Lcschcr,  Reformed  pastor,  also 
participated  in  the  exercises.  A broken  bottle, 
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two  mouldy  Catechisms  and  a manuscript  which 
was  nearly  all  consumed  was  all  that  remained 
of  I lie  contents  of  the  stone.  Rev.  Lrlcnmycr 
feelingly  remarked,  that  what  was  left  of  the 
contents  was  an  emblem  of  mortality.  The 
I > u i I < 1 i n «r  committee  for  the  erection  of  a new 

O 

church  were,  Francis  A.  Royer  and  John 
llummel,  Lutherans;  George  Ililhish  and 
George  C.  Moyer,  Reformed.  John  llummel 
died  before  the  completion  of  the  church,  and 
George  Shotsbergcr  was  elected  to  fill  his  place. 

Rev.  Enterline  organized  the  Lutheran  con- 
gregation in  the  year  1 787.  From  1790  the 
following  Lutheran  ministers  served  the  congre- 
gation : Rev.  Jascnsky  and  Rev.  Ilerpst;  from 
LS04  to  1819,  Rev.  Conrad  Walter;  from  1819 
to  1820,  llev.  J.  P.Shindcl;  from  1821  to  1831, 
Rev.  Jacob  W.  Smith;  from  1832  to  1842, 
Rev.  W illiam  German  ; from  1842  to  1876, 
Rev.  C.  G.  Krlcnmyer  ; from  1876  to  1885, 
Rev.  J.  W . \\  ampule.  The  corner-stone  of 
the  new  church  was  laid  June  2,  1868;  Rev. 
C.  F.  Iloffmeier,  Reformed  minister,  preached 
from  Isaiah,  chapter  xvviii.,  16th  verse,  and 
Rev.  J.  W.  Early  also  preached  on  the  same 
subject.  Rev.  J.  K.  Millet  preached  from  1 
Corinthians,  chapter  iii.,  11th  verse.  Rev. 
C.  G.  Erlenmyer  deposited  in  the  corner-stone 
a Bible,  Catechisms  of  Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed, a Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church 
paper,  all  the  papers  published  in  the  county, 
an  article  giving  a brief  history  of  the  old 
church,  names  of  present  officers  and  building 
committee.  Rev.  J.  Wk  Leschcr  and  Rev. 
Joseph  Schlappig  were  also  in  attendance,  and 
participated  in  the  exercises.  The  services  were 
held  in  Boyer’s  Hall.  For  nearly  two  years, 
during  the  building  of  the  church,  both  congre- 
gations held  services  in  Rover’s  Mali. 

r~> 

The  new  church  edifice  is  a brick  building  with 
a basement.  The  cupola  is  ninety-eight  feet 
liia'li,  finely  constructed.  The  bell  and  fixtures 
weigh  two  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds. 
The  present  ollicers  of  the  Lutheran  congre- 
gation are  John  Hummel,  George  Shotsber- 
ger  and  Augustus  Springrnan,  trustees; 
Jonathan  Grimm,  David  Arbogast,  elders; 
J.  S.  Hendricks  and  Jonathan  B.  Arbogast, 
deacons;  Daniel  S.  Boyer,  secretary;  and  Au- 


gustus Springrnan,  treasurer.  Present  mem- 
bership, two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  .Sunday- 
school  has  an  organ  in  the  basement.  The 
United  congregation  have  an  organ,  and  the 
Lutheran  congregation  have  a pipe-organ  in  the 
gallery.  The  church  officers  were,  in  May  1812 : 
Trustees,  Refer  German,  Peter  Ililhish  (Re- 
formed), Philip  More,  Jacob  Roush  (Lutheran), 
Elders,  Frederick  Albright  and  George  Morr 
(Lutherans),  Adam  Hilbish  and  George  Moyer 
(Reformed);  Deacons  Michael  Weber  and 
Henry  Stctler  (Reformed),  Philip  Roush  and 
John  Berry  (Lutheran).  The  first  Reformed 
minister  who  preached  here  was  Rev.  Rondel, 
but  the  first  pastor  of  the  congregation  was  Rev. 
Jonathan  Rahausser,  who  preached  in  Zion’s 
(Lutheran)  Church,  located  one  mile  north  of 
Freeburg,  from  1791  to  1794.  Rev.  Geistweit 
preached  several  years  ; Rev.  John  Frederick 
Adam  from  1797  to  1809;  Rev.  Isaac  Gerhart 
from  1813  to  1818.  The  charge  then  consisted 
of  eight  congregations,  extending  from  Selin’s 
Grove  to  Black  Oak  Ridge.  Rev.  Felix  from 
1818  to  1824  ; Rev.  Daniel  Weiser  from  1824 
to  183)3.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  a nail- 
smith.  In  1834  Chassis  chose  Rev.  Benjamin 
Boyer.  The  charge  was  now  reduced  to  four 
congregations.  Rev.  Samuel  Seibert  from  1840 
to  1844;  Rev.  J.  IT.  Derr  from  1848  to 
1852;  Rev.  Samuel  Gutclius  from  1854  to 
1861;  Rev.  C.  Z.  Weiser  from  1861  to  1862; 
Rev.  A.  R.  ITottenstein  from  1862  to  1865; 
Rev.  J.  W.  Leseher  from  1866  to  1869;  Rev. 
J.  S.  Shade  from  1870  to  1871.  Since  July  9, 
1871,  Rev.  WA  A.  Haas  has  been  the  pastor. 

The  leaders  of  the  congregational  singing 
were,  in  their  order,  in  the  Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed congregations:  Jeremiah  Repass,  •Jacob 
German,  F.  O.  Moyer,  Daniel  Swartz,  David 
Boyer  and  W illiam  Moyer,  h irst  organ  dedi- 
cated April  22,  1867.  The  present  ollicers  of 
the  church  are : Trustee,  F.  C.  Moyer;  Elders, 
Philip  Moyer  and  William  Moyer;  deacons, 
Joseph  Moyer  and  Henry  B.  Moyer  ; Treasurer, 
George C.  Moyer.  Present  membership,  about 
two  hundred. 

At  the  time  Rev.  Gerhart  labored  here  there 
was  only  one  Reformed  minister  northwest  of 
the  Blue  Mountains.  Those  were  primitive 
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anti  pioneer  times.  At  Hotsehaft’s  (Grubb’s) 
Church  only  two  men,  besides  the  minister, 
wore  coats  to  church  in  summer.  All  (lie  rest 
«une  in  their  shirt-sleeves.  Al  I’lack  Oak 
Ridge  two  women  only  came  to  church  with 
bonnets  on.  The  others  all  wore  men’s  woolen 
hats. 

b’i;v.  CirAiu.Ks  Gustavos  Mki,i;\mi:vi;i: 
was  born  at  Moensheim,  Leon  burg  County, 
kingdom  of  Wiirlemberg,  Germany,  Pebruarv 


1882.  During  the  following  summer  (1833) 
lie  look'  charge  of  the  Liverpool,  New  Ihilfalo 
and  Wild  ('at  congregations  in  Perry  County. 
In  the  fall  of  I83.'l  he  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  gospel,  and  was  received  as  a member  of 
the  West  Pennsylvania  Synod  at  Milllinburg, 
Union  County,  and  ordained,  in  1 83b,  at  Me- 
ehaniesburg,  < 'umberland  Count)',  dune  II, 
I 8GI),  he  was  dismissed  and  received  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  ( )ld  Pennsylvania  Synod,  June,  1 870, 


IS,  A. D.  1808.  lie  was  a son  of  Palthasar 
Erlemneyer,  and  his  consort,  Dorotha  Sophia: 
baptized  by  liev.  George  Roessler  in  his  early 
infancy,  and  received  into  the  Lutheran  Church 
by  the  same  pastor  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
lie  entered  the  college  at  Stuttgart  and  remained 
four  years.  He  studied  theology  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Tubingen.  A Iter  nine  vears  of  special  and  ! 
patient  study  In' entered  the  liolv  ministry.  In 
the  spring  of  1882  he  left  his  native  count  it  j 
and  embarked  on  a sailing-vessel,  and,  alter  a 
stormy  passage,  landed  at  Haiti  more  October  it,  I 


C;V- 


at  Pottsville.  lie  served  in  the  holy  ministry 
fort v-three  years,  and  in  the  Freeburg  charge, 
left  vacant  by  his  death,  thirty-four  years.  At 
Sell  nee’s  congregation  he  preached  forty  succes- 
sive years.  He  preached  his  last,  sermon  on 
Sunday,  Pebruarv  20,  1870,  on  Luke  viii. 
I- If) — parable  of  the  sowers. 

1 1 is  was  indeed  a busy  pastorate.  1 1 is  care- 
lid  and  neatly-kept  diary  showed  the  following 
record  of  his  lung  ministry:  Infant  baptisms, 
o278  ; adults,  188;  total,  3138;  confirmations, 
2< )l  8 ; weddings,  I 8!)3  ; funeral  sermons  preached, 
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2 2 2 8 . The  Iasi,  record  in  his  dial')'  is  February 
22d,  recording  a visit,  to  a sick  member  of  his 
congregation.  lie  was  assiduous  in  his  visita- 
tions of  the  sick.  At  all  hours,  in  all  kinds  of 
weather,  he  responded  to  the  calls  of  his  profes- 
sion. 1 1 is  fervent  prayers,  the  hymns  he  sang 
and  his  selections  of  Cod's  word  were  alwavs 
appropriate  for  the  siek-rooin.  'flic  manv 
funeral  sermons  he  j* reached  gave  him  an  expe- 
rience in  this  part  of  his  ministry  which  seldom 
falls  to  the  lot  of  any.  lie  was  passionately 
fond  of  church  music,  and  he  had  a strong 
voice,  which  could  he  distinctly  heard  above  all 
the  rest,  especially  when  he  led  his  congrega- 
tion in  singing  Cerman  hymns,  lie  was  a ripe 
scholar  and  a man  of  excellent,  literary  taste,  of 
refined  sentiments  and  cultivated  mind,  care- 
fully and  classically  educated,  vet  modest  and 
unassuming.  I le  felt  an  interest  in  the  cause  of 
education,  and  he  was  president  of  the  Freeburg 
Academy  a number  of  years.  The  poor  and 
needy  found  in  him  a devoted  friend.  f rom 
the  pulpit  and  in  private  he  would  plead  in 
their  behalf.  Trouble  and  distress  alwavs 
enlisted  his  warmest  sympathy  and  generous  aid. 

1 1 is  benefactions  often  brightened  the  homes  of 
the  poor  and  need)’.  It  afforded  him  great 
pleasure  to  witness  the  innocent  amusements  of 
children.  Long  before  the  joyous  Christinas 
season  he  would  accumulate  presents  for  his  own 
children  and  for  those  of  his  neighbors  and 
friends.  11  e was  alwavs  punctual  in  filling  his 
appointments,  yet  seldom  carried  a time  piece. 
Although  advanced  in  years,  he  could  read  and 
write  without  the  use  of  glasses. 

November  !),  1 Sob,  he  married  Catharine 
Steel,  of  New  Mullah),  Perry  County,  who- sur- 
vives him,  together  with  ten  children — three  sons 
and  seven  daughters-  and  a number  of  grand- 
children. lie  contracted  a cold  on  Friday, 
February  2bth,  and  gradually  grew  worse,  with 
intervals  of  relief,  until  March  b,  I87(>;  he  died 
of  typhoid  pneumonia,  aged  sixty-eight  vears, 
II is  death  caused  the  profoundcst  sorrow  in  the 
community  where  he  lived  and  among  the 
members  of  his  congregation,  lie  was  a faith- 
ful pastor,  a courteous  gentleman,  an  earnest, 
sincere  minister,  a man  ol  amiable  disposition 


position  was  proverbial,  and  he  seemed  to  realize 
to  the  fullest  extent  “ H leased  are  the  peace- 
makers, for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of 
( iod.” 

At  least  fifteen  hundred  persons  attended  his 
funeral  to  pay  their  tribute  of  respect  to  his 
memory.  LVv.  J.  (1.  An-paeh,  .).  \\  . Early, 
F.  L.  Meed  and  Ik  Morn,  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  Keys.  \\  . A.  I bias  and  L.  C.  Ed- 
monds, of  the  Reformed  Church,  participated  in 
the  funeral  ceremonies.  Funeral  services  were 
held  and  discourses  delivered  in  all  t lie  church- 
es connected  with  the  Freeburg  charge  subse- 
quent to  his  funeral  by  the  pastors  on  the  Re- 
formed side  in  charge  of  the  same.  Extended 
notices  of  his  death  appeared  in  all  our  county 
papers  and  in  a number  of  papers  of  our  neigh- 
boring counties.  The  oflieers  of  the  Freeburg 
Academy  passed  suitable  resolutions  and  entered 
them  on  their  minutes.  The  Freeburg  Lyceum, 
ol  which  lie  was  a member,  assembled  and  re- 
corded their  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  a zealous  work- 
er, a finished  gentleman  and  an  accomplished 
scholar.  The  members  of  the  Freeburg,  Salem 
and  Sehnce’s  congregations  assembled  in  their 
respective  churches  and  passed  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  their  feelings  in  the  loss  of  him 
“who  has  been  a tender  counselor  in  the  fam- 
ily, a kind  comforter  in  the  house  of  mourning 
and  an  ailect innate  sympathizer  at  the  bed  of 
sickness;  an  earnest  pastor  among  his  people, 
an  instructive  and  conscientious  prophet  in  the 
pulpit  and  revered  priest  at  the  altar;  a work- 
man that  need  not  be  ashamed.”  A monument 
association  was  formed  at  Freeburg  on  the  day 
of  his  funeral.  Daniel  S.  Moyer  was  selected 
president;  il.  IT.  Crimm,  secretary;  Edward 
Massler,  treasurer,  and  solicitors  appointed  for 
each  congregation.  The  amounts  contributed 
are  as  follows:  Freeburg  congregation,  $231.25; 
Salem,  Si  DO ; Sell  nee’s,  $8(  >.7n ; Art  ley’s,  $19.50; 
Motschalt’s,  $8.8<>.  lion.  F.  R.  M cages  and 
others,  of  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  former 
members  of  Rev.  Frlenmeyer’s  charge  w hen  tlicv 
lived  in  l’eimsylvania,  contributed  Sl.'hoO.  flic 
total  amount  paid  into  the  monument  fund  was 
$ Ilk). 2 I.  \\  i 1 1 1 this  I iiikI  a splendid  monument 
was  purchased,  which  was  on  exhibition  at  the 
Centennial,  at  Philadelphia,  which  has  been 
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placed  over  liis  grave  in  llic  Kreebnrg  ( 'erne-  j 
toy,  with  .suitable  inscriptions  on  two  of  its 
sides.  ( )n  a dav  set  for  the  unveiling  of  this 
im)iimnei)l  a largo  crowd  was  in  attendance, 
which  again  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the 
memory  of  the  just  shall  live. 

To  his  eldest  son,  Martin  Luther  Erlenmoyer, 
belongs  the  credit  for  furnishing  the  means  to 
have  the  illustration  ol  his  respected  lather 
placed  in  this  book,  and  to  Professor  J).  S. 
Hover,  a member  of  the  Kreebnrg  congregation,  j 
for  the  biography. 

Kxm:i>  UnitTii im:n. — Rev.  Eusebius  Her-; 
j gel  icy,  an  itinerant  preacher,  came  to  Kreebnrg 
in  1 Sol,  and  purchased  a lot.  JIc  commenced 
the  erection  of  a one-story  brick  church,  which  j 
under  his  charge  was  completed. 

lie  labored  with  his  own  hands,  and  by  per- 
severance and  diligence  succeeded  in  having 
the  church  completed  and  dedicated. 

Kiii:i:iu:i;<;  Acadkmy. — This  institution  is 
located  north  of  Kreebnrg,  on  an  elevation,  and  j 
is  a three-story  brick  structure,  thirty-live  by  j 
fifty-eight  feet,  surmounted  by  a cupola,  in  ] 
which  is  a sweet-toned  bell.  The  first  floor  i 
1 contains  a school-room,  dining-room,  kitchen 
1 and  cellar  ; second  floor,  main  school-room  j 
! and  two  rooms  for  dwelling  department;  third  ! 
floor,  two  rooms  for  family  use  and  nine  rooms 
for  students’  use.  The  first  building,  which  had 
been  erected  in  LSn.'i,  was  burned  October  13, 
1855,  and  had  been  insured  for  8 1000. 

The  lirst  meeting,  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
building  an  academy,  was  held  in  Kreebnrg 
August  111,  1852.  John  Kant/  presided;  1 ). 
R.  1 1 ilbisli  and  Emanuel  1 lout/,  vice-presidents  ; 
and  John  1 1 ilbisli,  secretary;  Ikcv.  0.  H.  Kr- 
lenmvrr,  (Jeo.  C.  Mover  and  II.  Mot/,  were  the 
first  trustees. 

This  institution  was  incorporated  under  the 
style  and  title  of  tin'  “ Kreebnrg  Academy  of  the 
Lutheran  and  Herman  Reformed  denomina- 
tions.” The  following-named  were  principals  of 
the  institution  in  the  order  in  which  they  arc 
named:  Jacob  S.  Whitman,  ( feo.  K.  McFarland, 
Rev.  ( '.  / . Weiscr,  Rev.  J.  K.  Millet,  Daniel  S. 
Rover,  N.  1 ).  Vandyke,  Daniel  S.  Rover,  K.  \\  . 
Ream  and  Win.  II  Dill. 

It  is  ;i  romnrknl >1h  liirt  that  all  the  gvnlham'ii 


that  were  principals  of  this  institution  are  still 
living,  and  all  engaged  in  educational  pursuits, 
with  (me  exception.  Mr.  Ream  is  now  county 
superintendent  of  Montour  County,  and  W.  II. 
Dill,  county  superintendent  of  Snyder  County. 

The  present  oflicers  of  the  institution  are 
Daniel  S.  Royer,  president;  John  A.  Ililbish, 
vice-president;  (Jeo.  C.  Moyer,  treasurer;  C. 
K.  Mover,  secretary  ; R.  K.  Arnold,  Kredcrick 
E.  Ililbish  and  Sam’l  (J.  Ililbish,  trustees. 

SocirriKs. — The  Simon  Snyder  Council  of 
the  l nited  ( )rder  of  A meriean  Mechanics  was  in 
successful  operation  for  a period  of  three  years, 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  hard  times  and  re- 
moval of  many  of  its  members,  it  disbanded. 

W ashington  Camp,  of  the  Patriotic  Order 
Sons  of  America,  also  had  a flourishing  lodge 
at  Kreebnrg  for  a period  of  four  years.  They 
held  regular  meetings  and  were  quite  prosper- 
ous for  a time,  but  finally  disbanded. 

Kreebnrg  Lodge,  No.  (ill,  I.  ().  of  ( ).  K., 
was  chartered  by  the  (fraud  Lodge  of  Pennsyl- 
vania October  10,  18(17.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  charter  members:  ITenry  Berry, 
Noble  (fraud;  II.  If.  Hrimm,  Vice-Grand; 
S.  V . Watt,  Secretary ; B.  E.  Arnold,  Assist- 
ant Secretary ; PeterS.  Rigel,  Treasurer.  Their 
room  is  neatly  furnished  and  the  walls  adorned 
with  charts,  etc.  The  annual  report  for  1885 
shows  that  the  assets  of  the  lodge  amount  to 
So  bo.  no.  The  present  officers  are  L.  S.  Hoy, 
Noble  (Jrand;  Heorge  W.  Wood  ling,  Yiee- 
(Jrand;  Francis  HI  ass,  Secretary;  Peter  S. 
Rigel,  'Treasurer;  Representative  to  (fraud 
Lodge,  Daniel  S.  Boyer.  'flic  following  are 
Past  H rands:  R.  F.  Arnold,  Francis  Hlass, 
Jacob  M.  Roush,  Daniel  S.  Rover,  Henry 
I Jerry,  S.  W.  Wat  I,  .1 . I >.  Shirk  ,11.  II . ( J rim  in, 
W'illiam  A.  Hlass,  Henry  II.  Hlass,  Janie-  P. 
A foyer. 

Boy i:u’s  Town  ITai.j,. — Daniel  S.  Boyer, 
realizing  the  necessity  of  a town  hall,  erected  a 
suitable  building,  which  was  dedicated  Decem- 
ber 2b,  J8b7.  It  is  a frame  structure  two  stories 
high,  thirty-six  by  sixty  feet,  surmounted  by  a 
cupola,  in  which  is  a bell  weighing  four  hundred 
pounds.  Rev.  Samuel  Homer,  D.D.,  now  liv- 
ing at  Washington,  D.  C.,  delivered  a dedica- 
tory address.  Rev.  J.  W.  Lesehor,  Reformed 
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minister,  delivered  the  following  dedicatory 
add  ress : 

‘‘Tin;  proprietor,  who  is  |iresent,  has  eroded  this 
edifice  lor  Literary  purposes,  and  desires  l hut  it  ho  sol- 
emnly set  apart  to  that  ohjeel. 

“lie  has  given  it  the  name  of  1’oyer’s  Town  Mali, 
of  Krechurg,  and  by  this  name  we  do  now  set  if  apart 
and  dedicate  if  to  the  work  of  l1', duration  and  Literary 
Kill  ert  ai  n men  t . 1 1 eiuadort  h,  let  it  lien  house  id  re- 

fined entertainment,  where  Science  shall  he  honored 
and  Literature  proclaimed,  and  the  combined  bless- 
ings of  both  descend  on  our  children.” 

The  first  lloor  contains  it  stage  and  hall;  the 
coot  id  storv  two  rooms,  which  tiro  used  by  the 
( )d(  1-lAfl lowaS  and  Philharmonic  Society. 

Autiioks. — Deter  I lackenbcrg,  Sr.,  a resident 
of  Freeburg,  in  the  year  1888  wrote  a book  en- 
titled “Jdubcrsic/it  dec  Relhjioti'  (Dissertation 
on  Religion.)  It  is  a well-written  book  in  the 
(iorman  language  and  is  a work  of  real  merit, 
and  can  be  found  in  many  libraries.  It  contains 
two  hundred  and  eighty  pages.  1 1 is  remains 
rest  in  the  Freeburg  Cemetery. 

( ieorge  ( iundrum,  a school-teacher  at  Free- 
burg (and  one  of  the  best  teachers  ot  his  time), 
was  the  author  of  a book  on  orthography,  en- 
titled “The  American  Interpreter.”  1 1 is  re- 
mains arc  interred  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Selin’s 
( Jrove. 

Dev.  Isaac  Gerhart,  a Reformed  minister  tit 
Freeburg,  from  1813  to  1818,  assisted  by  I'1  red- 
crick  lever,  prepared  a musical  work  in  1817 
called  “ Choral  Harmonic.”  It  was  afterward 
revised  and  sold  to  Colonel  Henry  C.  Fycr.  It 
was  well  adapted  to  church  music  and  it  is  to- 
day used  as  the  leading  note-book  in  our  Ger- 
man congregations  in  Snyder  and  adjoining 
counties. 

Dev.  Daniel  \\  riser,  when  he  was  serving  the 
Deformed  congregation  tit  Freeburg,  translated 
a work  of  the  distinguished  divine,  Matthew 
Mead,  of  London.  Although  he  was  not  the 
author  of  the  work,  the  translation  of  it  was 
a literary  task  requiring  much  labor.  The 
work  in  Hnglish  is  called  “Almost  a ( liristian,” 
in  German,  “ Heynuha  cm  ('/'ir/sl.”  It  contains 
sound  religious  truths  that  have  not  grown  old 
with  the  lapse  of  years. 

Daniel  Dielfcnbaeli,  for  many  years  a teacher 
in  our  common  schools  and  a noted  mathemati- 


cian, published  a t rernian  book  in  the  year  18  10 
containing  three  hundred  and  sixty  pages,  enti- 
tilled  “ Sciy  Jesus,”  (Victory  of  .Jesus).  It  i- 
a religious  work  and  the  author  bestowed  much 
time  and  attention  on  it. 

Rev.  Henry  Zeigler,  D.D.,  while  he  was  pro- 
fessor of  theology  ol  the  Theological  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missionary  Institute,  at  Selin’s 
Grove,  composed  and  published  a work  on 
theology. 

Daniel  S.  Royer  wrote  twelve  chapters  on 
.Snyder  County,  which  were  published  in  the 
Frceburej  Courier,  together  with  the  Centennial 
address  he  delivered  at  Freeburg  in  1S7G,  and 
his  six  addresses  on  agriculture  delivered  at  the 
Grata  Fair,  in  Dauphin  County,  during  six  >ue- 
eessive  years.  Also,  twelve  articles  on  the  life 
of  Governor  Snyder  published  in  the  Selin's 
Groce.  Times,  and  a historic  address  delivered 
at  Selin’s  Grove  at  the  unveiling  of  the  monu- 
ment of  Governor  Snyder,  published  in  the 
Frecbury  Ncirs,  and  a translation  of  the  sermon 
delivered  bv  Dev.  J.  P.  Shindel  at  the  funeral 
of  ( iovernor  Snyder. 

Frederick  C.  Moyer  was  born  near  Free- 
burg in  1810.  lie  was  a son  of  Christopher 
Mover,  who  was  born  at  Campbellstown,  Leb- 
anon County.  He  commenced  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  in  April,  1832,  at  Freeburg,  and 
I continued  nine  years,  when  his  youngest 
! brother,  George  C.  Moyer,  became  his  partner, 
and  the  firm  was  styled  G.  A F.  C.  (Moyer,  and 
I continued  as  such  to  this  time.  He  was  in  the 
j mercantile  business  fifty-three  years.  In  the 
j year  1838  lie  moved  into  the  house  he  now  occu- 
pies and  commenced  a hotel  on  the  northwest  cor- 
ner ofSouth  and  Market  Streets,  lie  continued 
thirty-eight  years.  In  187(i  he  remodeled  his 
house,  raising  it  to  three  stories — the  upper 
story  used  as  a musical  college  and  second  storv 
for  sleeping  apartments  for  the  students  of  the 
coUeirc.  lie  has  also  been  extensively  engaged 
j in  agriculture,  introduced  ditching  low  lands, 
straightening  creeks  and  used  lime  extensively. 
I n this  he  was  afterwards  imitated  by  many  of 
his  neighbors.  He  was  a trustee  of  the  Milllin- 
j burg  Academy, — a State  institution  during  the 
I years  18  11,  ’bland  ’Hi;  an  auditor  of  l Ai  ion 
j Count  v from  Is  17  to  1 Sot)  ; director  of  the  first 
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Ikid k established  at  Lewi, -burgh  ; postmaster 
for  twelve  years,  under  the  administrations  of 
Harrison,  Taylor  and  Lincoln;  he  also  served 
lliree  years  as  one  of  the  auditors  of  Snyder 
County.  lie  is  a member  of  the  Reformed 
Clmrch  and  served  as  trustee  for  the  congrega- 
tion for  thirlv-four  years,  and  conducted  con- 
gregational singing  many  years.  lie  has  a 
family  of  nine  children.  Daniel  13.  and  John 
( '.  ilied  alter  they  had  attained  to  manhood. 

1 1 is  three  sons — William,  Philip  13.  and  Henry 
I!.  Moyer — also  liye  in  Frceburg  ; also  Caro- 
line, intermarried  with  S.  (I.  J lilbish  ; Lydia, 
interim  rried  with  II.  Drown  ; Jane,  intermar- 
ried with  F.  L.  Ililbish ; Sarah,  who  was 
intermarried  with  Dr.  J.  C.  Shadier  (now 
deceased). 

Rev.  Isaac  Ccrhart,  Reformed  minister,  in 
1820  formed  a class  in  vocal  music,  when  Mr. 
Moyer  received  his  first  instruction  in  the  “art 
divine.”  In  182G  he  became  a successful 
music-teacher,  having  classes  in  different  locali- 
ties. In  LSoJ  he  was  selected  to  lead  the  sing- 
ing in  church  and  continued  twenty-seven 
years.  When  lie  retired  his  son,  W illiam 
.Moyer,  succeeded  him.  lie  erected  the  musi- 
cal college  at  Lrecburg,  which  was  dedicated 
September  2,  1871, — a “Normal  School  of 
Music,  well  supplied  with  pianos  and  organs.” 
Two  sessions,  of  six  weeks’  duration,  have  been 
held  every  year  since  its  establishment. 
musical  convention,  of  one  week’s  duration, 
has  also  been  held  every  year,  in  the  month  of 
January,  under  his  directorship. 

I’m  UIAUMOMO  Ml -SICA  I,  Soci  KTY. — The 
I’liilharmonie  Musical  Society,  of  Lrecburg, 
was  incorporated  October  28,  1871).  The  in- 
corporators were  11.  II.  Grimm,  Ls<p,  William 
II.  Moyer,  T.  J.  Lorrev,  W.  IT.  Dill,  Es.p,  L. 
(i . ( I lass,  William  II.  (irimm,  S.  Fd.  (irimm, 
Dr.  D.  C.  Nipple,  W . A.  Glass,  0.  A.  Glass,  J. 
A.  Ililbish,  F.  S.  Willis  and  J.  W.  Seanlan. 
The  first  trustees  were  II.  II.  Grimm,  W . 11. 
Mover  and  T.  d.  Forrev.  The  object  of  the 
association  is  the  practice  of  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music  and  discussions  on  the  subject  of 
music.  This  society  meets  regularly  every 
Wednesday  even  inn'  in  Hover’s  Mall,  where 
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piano,  charts  and  other  necessary  furniture.  It 
is  divided  into  a junior  and  senior  department. 
Faeli  department  lias  its  time  of  meeting  for 
practice.  They  have  held  four  musical  conven- 
tions in  l!oyei'’s  Hall  of  one  week’s  duration. 
Dr.  Wr.  ( ).  Perkins,  of  Poston,  the  noted  author 
of  musical  works,  conducted  three  of  these  con- 
ventions, and  Professor  NY.  W.  Keenan,  of  New 
York,  conducted  two  conventions,  and  he  lias 
also  taught  four  terms  of  six  weeks  during  the 
summer  of  1884-85.  All  the  conventions  and 
music  terms  were  well  patronized.  The  present 
officers  are  II.  I L Grimm,  president;  Daniel  8. 
Boyer,  secretary;  W.  Ik  Moyer,  assistant  secre- 
tary; Sarah  L.  Haines,  treasurer;  W7  If. 
Grimm,  conductor  of  senior  department ; Wr. 
IL  Morgan,  conductor  of  junior  department; 
Maggie  L.  Glass,  organist  of  senior  department  ; 
Lizzie  R.  I till,  organist  of  junior  department. 
Each  member  pays  a certain  amount  of  weekly 
( I lies. 

George  C.  Moyer  was  born  near  Lrecburg,  in 
Washington  township,  Union  (now  Snyder) 
County,  Pa.,  April  7, 1816, and  is  a son  of  Chris- 
topher Moyer  and  his  wife,  Betty,  whose  maiden- 
name  was  Howcrter.  Mis  parents  emigrated  to 
the  above  county  from  Lebanon  County,  l’a., 
about  the  year  1 798.  Christopher  Mover  began 
life  as  a farmer,  until  about  the  year  1818,  when 
lie  went  into  the  mercantile  business  ; lie  followed 
this  business  until  1832. 

George  C.  Moyer  received  a com  moil-school 
education.  He  began  to  work  on  his  father’s 
farm,  near  Frceburg,  from  his  boyhood  to  the 
year  1833,  when  lie  learned  the  tanning  business 
and  followed  it  until  1811.  On  the  Dili  of  March, 
1811,  he  associated  himself  with  his  brother, 
Frederick  C.  Moyer,  in  the  mercantile  business, 
under  the  firm-name  of  G.  W F.  C.  Moyer, 
which,  up  to  this  writing  (September  5,  1885), 
has  not  been  dissolved. 

In  his  younger  (lavs  Mr.  Moyer  served  as 
major  under  the  militia  law  of  Pennsylvania, 
lie  has  held  many  offices  in  his  native  town- 
ship. He  aided  in  establishing  the  Frceburg 
Academy,  which  was  founded  in  1853,  and  was 
one  of  the  lirsl,  three  t mstees  elected.  After 
the  destruction  of  the  academy  Du i Idi ntf  by  lire, 
October  13.  H55.  he  was  din-  n as  a member 
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of  ( lie  building  committee  for  the  rebuildin>«’  of 
that  institution  anil  was  its  treasurer  for  the 
long  peri<  >i  I of  thirl)'  years.  lie  was  one  of  the 
first  directors  of  the  First  National  Hank  of 
iSelin’s  ( i rove,  am  I has  held  ( he  oll'iee  since  it  was 
chartered,  during  a period  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  two  surviving  charter 
members.  March  17,  1805,  he  was  appointed 
by  < Governor  A.  G.  ( ’urtin  as  associate  judge  for 
an  unexpired  term.  October  <8,  1808,  he  was 
elected  to  the  same  office  for  a full  term  of  fi xe 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  building  committee 
of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church  of  Frce- 
mrg  in  1808—00.  In  1874  he  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Union  Agricultural  Association  of 
Selin’s  drove.  Julv  1 7,  1874,  he  was  appointed 
as  postmaster  of  Free  burg,  which  position  he 
has  held  for  upwards  of  eleven  years.  lie 
was  the  first  prospector  for  iron-ore  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Frceburg,  which  has  led  to  extensive 
operations  in  different  parts  of  the  township. 
Mr.  Mover  is  a member  of  the  Reformed 
Church  and  has  laid  the  offices  of  deacon,  elder 
and  treasurer.  February  1,  1812,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eliza  Fisher,  a daughter  of  the 
late  Michael  Fisher,  of  Selin’s  drove,  and  has 
five  surviving  children — two  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

William  Moyer,  son  of  Frederick  C.  Moyer 
and  his  wife,  Alary  A.,  daughter  of  John  Royer, 
was  born  in  Frceburg,  .Snyder  County,  Fa., 
September  27,  \.t>.  18.44.  During  his  youth 
he  was  employed  at  his  parents’  home  in  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture,  hotel  and  store,  and 
attending  the  village  school. 

From  1848  to  185.4  he  attended  school  at 
Rerrysburg  ( 'lassieal  I nstit  ute,  Aaron  ( '.  Fisher's 
select  school  at  Selin’s  drove,  Tuscarora 
Academy,  Rerrysburg  Seminary  and  Frceburg 
Academy. 

In  the  interim  he  also  acquired  the  art  of 
marble-culling,  working  under  instructions  in 
Philadelphia  in  1852.  lie  taught  classes  in 
vocal  music  in  the  counties  of  I lauphin,  •)  uniata, 
Northumberland,  Union  and  in  nearly  every 
school  district  of  Snyder  doiinl  v.  I le  organized 
his  first  class  at  Elizabel h ville,  Dauphin  ( minty, 
in  185.4.  lie  taught  public  school  in  the 
double  brick  school-house  on  the  site  now 


occupied  by  I he  Lul  horan  and  Reformed  ( 'hinvli, 
in  Frceburg,  for  four  successive  terms,  of  four 
mouths  each,  from  1851  to  1857.  In  October, 
1858,  Ik:  was  elected  count  y surveyor  of  Snyder 
(,'ounly  for  three  years.  lie  married  Sarah  ( 
daughter  of  -John  A.  and  Amelia  Ililbish,  at 
Montgomery’s  Ferry,  Fa.,  December  18,  1 Slit ). 
January,  1842,  he  was  elected  secretary  u! 
Frceburg  Academy,  and  served  continuously  fur 
twenty-one  years.  He  was  elected  to  the  olfne 
of  county  superintendent  of  schools  in  I8(f4, 
and  retained  to  the  year  1872.  He  was  coin- 
missioned  notary  public  by  (do vs.  Curtin  and 
(deary  from  18(54  to  187<J;  elected  a director,  in 
187(5,  of  the  Selin’s  Grove  and  New  Rcrlin 
Railroad.  March  1.4,  1875,  he  was  elected  a 
justice  of  the  peace  ; re-elected  in  1880and  1885, 
tilling  many  fiduciary  appointments  of  trust, 
as  executor,  administrator,  assignee  and  guar- 
dian. The  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  June,  187!*.  lie  was  re- 
elected a fourth  term  to  the  office  of  county 
superintendent  ol  schools  in  1881.  lie  lias 
had  charge  of  the  vocal  department  in  the 
Musical  College  since  its  establishment,  and  is 
the  musical  conductor  at  its  annual  conventions. 
He  was  received  into  the  membership  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  at  Frceburg,  by  confirmation, 
in  1855.  In  May,  1855, he  was  elected  one  of 
the  superintendents  of  the  Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed Sunday-school,  and  has  so  continued  tor 
thirty  years,  representing  his  school  in  county 
convention  and  his  county  at  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Association,  convened  in  Philadelphia, 
Williamsport,  Lancaster  and  Johnstown.  lie 
has  served  as  secretary  of  the  Reformed  con- 
gregation since  18(51.  In  1 88.4  he  was  chosen 
to  the  office  of  elder,  and  subsequently  elected 
delegate  to  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  which 
elected  him  a delegate  to  represent  it  at  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  at  Rallimorc,  Mil.,  May,  188  1. 

i'A  I.I.AS. 

Pallas,  a small  village  situated  four  miles 
south  of  Frceburg,  contains  hotel,  store  and  a 
post-office.  R.  P.  Straub  is  postmaster,  and  is 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  The  place 
was  established  by  Daniil  Kisenhart,  who 


■I  7 I [ '<  f ■ilhi.'t  iii;  > 


o ti  • j:  ii'ijvl"  i : Iii  ,i  < : At  !y>  Wnillo  v!l  ! 1 

",  ■ .'!>  ,11'jtj,  .-lit  1 i'J’.i-:  ! lOitl  •.  fjul  , ’ >li  I-  ill  \<  icr 

. 

•i!'  ■ hanol-  >.r;tr  *H<  « ,<<'■*'.  ii{  .<•<•<■ .]  (i!  ; ,'!•  r '•  miot.  I;  /.  v i iii//  - i 

vH  bar.  jo-toii.  uj. 


lihH.V  -ill  ; li:  I v<  i .1  - ( ..  , /.  ,71  V If,!  I'M,, 

' 

, i . )>  I ■ • > j ' ' 1:(  fl  » • 

'll'-  -if  • ■ ' ! uj  rff  ' 1 iikvi'I 

■-.I,;/  'll  ■ 1.  1 - I*!' 


■!<il  i -HO -t'Arj  Ok  8(;l:l  lltif;  I : " fr”! 

(IV  ■(  J*lli  ni  )r  ' 7J  - ; y y !*•  < ll  # 

i;  . ^ /l  iii  ( HIM  I?  - i>  I )'.  IV  ..  » 

cm  ,!•>[-•  1 1 1 i ‘ L ui  r . f i/uv:>  jJ : 

»il  'fillflf.  1)0  (,)  1 ,j // 

lll'-l  fwnrio'I'lJJ  Oli;  *l"v  v.'i  111  :)■<.')•  I -|‘ 

Ixiiiii  ;il|  i U ul  !>J  >1  L .y;H0i>ilvA 

■loimllii;  • I IJS’J  f ; in  hi;7  hj  ' •>  Ifeiti  ui  h>  tt  i*u’  : i < - 


SNVDKIt  COUNTY. 


1.043 


moved  lierc  about  twenty  years  ago  from 
Northumberland.  He  was  elected  sberilf  of 
the  county.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  he 
moved  to  Shamokin,  w here  he  now  resides,  and 
his  son-in-law,  M r.  Straub,  resides  hen;.  This 
was  known  as  the  John  Hover  property. 


BIOG  R A PHI  C A L SK  ETCI I ES. 
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.1  ( ) 1 1 X UIKST. 

John  Wiest  was  born  in  Gniontown,  Dau- 
phin County,  Pa.,  J.)eeembcr  2b,  1821).  lie 
was  a son  of  Jacob  Wiest,  a respected  and 
wortl  y citizen,  who  was  noted  for  his  correct 
habits  and  good  business  <|iialifications.  Ilis 
mother’s  maiden-name  was  Maria  Tobias.  He 
was  baptized  in  his  infancy,  and  was  subsequently 
received  as  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church 
by  Rev.  Adam  Lcisz,  at  Gniontown.  He  em- 
braced every  opportunity  afforded  him  to  ac- 
quire knowledge  in  his  youthful  days,  and 
became  an  excellent  and  rapid  penman,  and 
quite  early  in  life  developed  business  qualifica- 
tions. I he  was  obedient  to  the  commands  of 
his  parents  and  devoted  bis  leisure  hours  to 
diligent  study.  The  >t odious  habits  which  he 
formed  in  his  youth  were  practiced  by  him 
during  his  whole  life.  In  him  we  have  an 
exemplification  of  the  truth, — “Just  as  the  I 
twig  is  bent  the  tree’s  inclined.” 

In  the  year  1848  he  left  the  parental  roof 
and  became  a salesman  in  the  extensive  dry- 
goods  house  of  Sieger,  Lamb  A Co.,  Philadel- 
phia. His  success  as  a salesman  was  an  aston- 
ishment to  all  who  knew  him,  and  very  early 
in  life  he  became  a memlrer  of  the  firm.  lie 
continued  a member  of  this  establishment  until 
lie  had  acquired  wealth,  when  he  retired  from 
this  firm,  having  added  greatly  to  the  busi 
i less  of  this  house.  After  this  he  made  four 
trips  over  the  continent  to  Colorado,  when 
railroad  facilities  extended  only  to  Missouri, 
and  a large  part  of  these  trips  was  made  by 
stage  and  private  conveyances  through  an  un- 
settled country,  and  where  many  unreconciled 
Indians  lived  and  regarded  strangers  and  travel- 
ers with  susnicion.  1 


July  8,  1 8ot>,  lit;  married  linniiu  J.  Royer, 
youngest  daughter  of  Rune  Royer,  a successful 
merchant  at  Free  burg,  a lady  of  excellent  char- 
acter ami  good  training.  I Icr  only  sister,  Kate, 
is  the  wife  of  Edward  I fussier,  Esq.,  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  l ieeburg.  Nine  years  prior  to 
his  death  he  left  Philadelphia  and  moved  to 
I'Yceburg,  where  he  resided  at  the.  lime  of  his 
death.  During  his  residence  hero  lie  was  en- 
gaged in  selling  groceries,  and  had  established 
a very  extensive  trade  through  Snyder  and  other 
counties,  and  the  salary  he  received  was  abun- 
dant evidence  of  his  success  in  the  business  he 
was  engaged  in.  lie  continued  in  the  active 
pursuit  of  his  business  until  five  months  prior 
to  his  death,  when  he  was  compelled  to  abandon 
it  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  gradually 
grew  worse,  expiring  at  his  home  August  7, 
1883,  aged  fifty-four  years.  His  wife  survives 
him,  together  with  one  daughter,  Mary,  and 
two  sons,  Albert  and  Howard  ; also  four  broth- 
ers,—George,  Elias,  William  and  Daniel  ; and 
two  sisters, — Lizzie,  wife  of  Dr.  Sminkoy,  a 
physician,  living  at  Gratz,  Dauphin  County, 
and  , wife  of  John  Ringainan,  at  George- 

town. 

W hile  he  resided  at  Philadelphia  he  was 
noted  for  his  activity  in  the  cause  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  of  which  he  was  a devoted  mem- 
ber, and  took  a great  interest  in  all  the  agencies 
adopted  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  Christ  on 
earth,  and  gave  liberally  of  his  means  for  that 
purpose.  That  he  was  able  to  fulfill  so  many 
engagements  for  benevolent  and  Christian  pur- 
poses and  not  neglect  his  other  business,  has 
often  caused  the  surprise  of  those  who  knew 
him.  Those  who  knew  him  best  were  aware 
that  he  was  receiving  the  fulfillment  of  the 
promise, — “They  that  wait  on  the  Lord  shall 
renew  their  strength.” 

lie  was  treasurer  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Sunday-school  Association  a number  of  years, 
and  was  a devoted  friend  of  the  Sundav-sehool 
cause.  He  was  an  elder  in  the  Reformed 
Church  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  an  active 
member  of  the  prayer-meeting  in  the  Frceburg 
congregation  and  teacher  of  the  Rible-class  in 
connection  with  the  Sunday-school,  and  memor- 
ial services  were  la  id  in  honor  of  bis  memorv 
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by  the  members  of  the  .Sunday-school,  consist- 
ing ol‘ addresses  and  resolutions,  lie  was  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Philharmonic  Society 
at  Frceburg,  and  suitable  resolutions  were  en- 
tered on  the  minutes  of  the  association,  and 
Professor  Daniel  S.  Boyer  delivered  a eulogy 
on  his  life  in  the  society’s  hall,  .August  Id, 
I <S8.‘i.  lie  was  one  of  eight  persons  who  started 
the  Young  A I oil's  Christian  .Association  in 
Philadelphia,  John  Wanamaker  also  being  one 


(indeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might,  For  there 
is  e » work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor 
wiVdnn  in  the  grave,  whither  thou  goest.” 
“ 1'  ar  1 am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the 
tim  > of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  1 have  kept 
the  rfaith.  I have  fouclit  the  nood  fifdit.  I 
have  linished  my  ( ursc.  Henceforth  there  is 
laid  up  for  ie  a crown  of  righteousness,  which 
the  Lord,  tl  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me  at 
I that  day.” 


of  them.  Lev.  J.  A.  Bombergcr,  D.D.,  his  for- 
mer pastor  at  Philadelphia,  preached  an  appro- 
priate discourse  at  his  funeral  from  the  words 
ILcb.  vi.  Pd:  “That  ye  be  not  slothful,  but 
followers  of  them  who  through  faith  and 
patience  inherit  the  promises.”  Levs.  1 laas  and 
Wain  polo  also  participated  in  the  exercises, 
"fhe  following  words  from  Holy  Scripture,  we 
believe,  epitomize  the  life  of  (he  deceased  : — 
“And  I heard  a voice  from  Heaven  saying, 
Write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord 
from  henceforth.”  “Whatsoever  thv  hand 


In  life  he  maintained  his  Christian  character, 
and  was  respected  as  such  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  lias  gone  to  his  grave  honored  and 
respected. 

Arot’STl'S  SIMM  MJMAN. 

One  of  Snyder  County’s  most  successful 
farmers  is  Mr.  Augustus  Springman,  of  Wasli- 
| ington  tow  nship,  lie  was  born  near  Neiser,  in 
Prussia,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1827.  His 
father,  Joseph  Springman,  married  Miss  Ilcde- 
wiek  K rouse,  and  to  them  were  born  John, 
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Augustus,  Annie  and  Maria.  I >y  his  rypond 

wile  lie  laid  two  children,  viz.,  Km  (n,,,,.  .id 
Caroline.  Air.  Springnian  died  in  jUS  |0,  iv- 
ing  his  v ile 'and  children  in  limilci.l  (;jrt  in- 
stances, and  the  young  Augustus  atilU!m  ey 
of  his  step-mother.  -Viler  his  lather’s  do-w),  lie 
hired  out  to  watch  sheep  and  received  the 
sum  of’  two  dollars  per  year  1 • his  ser- 
vices. After  two  years  spent  n watching 
sheep  and  cows  he  hired  'out  tc  farmers,  and 
then  received  eight  dollars  year’s  work. 

We  next  find  him  serving  waiter  in  the 

household  of  Air.  Herman  1 1 unibold,  of  Fred- 
erickseck,  in  Prussia.  Mr.  Ilumbold  was  a 
very  wealthy  man  and  lived  in  grand  style,  and, 
\vl  1 i 1 ( in  his  service,  Air.  Springnian  wore  a 
suit  of  livery  which  cost  five  hundred  dollars. 
In  1 SOI  he  went  to  Berlin,  and.  after  seeking  1 
in  vain  for  lucrative  employment,  was  forced  to 
accept  work  in  a soap-factory  at  four  dollars  per  | 
month;  and  though  his  employer  was  very 
wealthy,  his  help  were  compelled  to  live  on 
what  was  left  after  the  family  had  eaten,  and 
Air.  Springnian  went  hungry  manv  a day.  lie 
linallv  left  the  soap-liietory  and  sought  other 
employment,  and,  while  doing  so,  was  arrested  ; 
by  the  llerlin  police  and  locked  up.  On  ns 
release  he  started  for  his  home  on  foot.  lie  had 
two  hundred  miles  to  walk,  and  often  became 
so  famished  for  food  that  he  gathered  up  and 
ate  what  the  farmers  had  thrown  away  as  use- 
less. But  these  were  not. the  only  times  he  had 
known  want.  In  the  winter  of  IS  IS,  when  the 
times  in  Germany  were  very  bad,  he  bought  the 
sweepings  of  a grist-mill  floor,  baked  it  into 
bread  and  ate  it.  In  February,  1852,  he  left 
his  native  town  as  the  pioneer  emigrant  from 
the  place,  and  embarked  in  a sailing  vessel  at 
Bremen  for  Baltimore,  paying  forty-live  dol- 
lars for  his  fare  and  out  lit . lie  had  received 
from  his  brother,  as  his  share  of  1 1 is  father’s 
estate,  the  sum  of  lifty-live  dollars.  The  last  of 
March,  after  a long  and  stormy  passage,  lie 
landed  in  Baltimore,  Abb,  with  82.50  in  his 
pocket  and  unable  to  speak  a word  of  Fnglish. 
lie  had  no  idea  of  what  he  would  do  or  where 
la1  should  go.  lie  was  young,  strong,  indus- 
trious and  temperate,  and  had  come  to  I lie  new 
world  to  carve  out  lor  himself  a home  and  a 


competency.  He  went  out  into  the  city,  and, 
not  knowing  which  way  to  go,  threw  up  a cane 
lie  had  brought  from  Germany,  in  accordance 
with  an  old  German  custom,  and  as  the  head  of 
the  cane  pointed  so  was  he  to  go.  A.  fellow- 
countryman  who  saw  the  act  approached  him 
and  asked  him  where  he  wanted  to  go.  lie 
replied  that  lie  did  not  know  the  name  of  the 
place.  The  stranger  named  several  places,  and 
when  he  mentioned  Harrisburg  Air.  Springnian 
said  that  was  the  place,  and  was  shown  to  the 
depot.  He  went  in  and  put  all  his  money  in 
the  window  and  asked  for  a billet  to  Plarri.— 
burg.  The  agent  did  not  understand  him,  when 
a strange  gentleman  stepped  forward  and  said, 
“ The  man  wants  a ticket  to  Harrisburg.”  The 
agent  pushed  the  money  back  and  said  there 
was  not  enough  to  take  him  to  Harrisburg. 
The  stranger  gave  him  enough  to  make  the 
required  amount,  and  has  never  been  seen  or 
heard  from  by  Air.  Springnian  since. 

Arrived  in  Harrisburg,  the  question  was 
what  to  do  and  where  to  go.  He  had  not  a 
cent  of  money,  and  had  not  had  anything  to  eat 
since  the  day  before,  lie  inquired  of  a man 
who  could  talk  German  where  lie  could  find  a 
German  hotel,  and  one  was  shown  him,  to 
which  he  at  once  betook  himself  and  asked  the 
proprietor  for  food,  after  explaining  his  desti- 
! tute  circumstances.  He  was  ordered  out  of  the 
house,  but  finally  persuaded  the  German  land- 
lord to  give  him  some  breakfast  and  a room  by 
leaving  with  him  his  watch  and  clothing.  His 
I search  for  work  was  at  first  unsuccessful,  but  he 
linallv  obtained  work  in  unloading  a raft  of 
J lumber,  for  which  he  received  sixteen  dollars, 

[ and,  by  working  almost  night  and  day,  he 
| finished  a two  weeks’  job  in  three  days.  The 
man  who  had  given  him  the  work  then  gave 
him  another  raft  to  unload  for  seventeen  dol- 
lars. After  the  raft  was  unloaded  he  had  no 
liHieully  in  obtaining  employment,  and  in  two 
weeks  alter  his  arrival  in  1 Iarrisburg  he  had 
j fifty  dollars  after  paying  all  expenses  and  re- 
j placing  the  clothes  he  had  lost  by  fire  soon  after 
! lie  arrived,  lie  then  worked  his  passage  in  a 

j boat  to  the  lied  Bank  Furnace,  in  

^ ( 'oiinly,  where  lie  obtained  employment.  His 
fellow -laborers  were  Irish,  and  did  all  in  their 
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power  to  make  1 1 is  work  hard  and  to  get  him 
discharged.  lie  kcj »(  on  in  the  oven  tenor  of 
his  way,  doing  his  work  well  and  hearing  as 
well  as  he  could  the  ill-will  of  his  fellows.  Hut 
he  could  i lot  always  pul.  up  w ith  their  abuse, 
and  he  thrashed  several  of  them.  At  last  four  | 
of  them  attacked  him,  with  the  intention  of 
killing  him.  lie  had  been  warned  and  was 
prepared  for  them,  and  he  laid  about  him  with 
a piece  of  crowbar  to  such  good  purpose  that 


the  Krecburg  .Academy,  and,  under  the  instruc- 
tion .'Vof.  I).  S.  Boyer,  learned  to  read 
and  W'itc  Knglish  and  certain  forms  and  calni- 
latioi  s nse'ful  to  a business  man. 

\Vhhc  traveling  in  Juniata  (Anility  he  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Josephine  bird, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret.  (McCoy) 
bird,  whom  he  married  March  15,  IS  16.  She 
was  born  July  2,  IS  12,  and  was  a descendant  ot 
the  Bird  family,  of  Philadelphia,  who  came 


one  of  them  was  badlv  hurt  and  the  rest  j)ul  to 
flight.  He  then  asked  his  employer  for  his 
discharge,  but  instead  was  made  a boss,  and  his 
assailants  were  severely  reprimanded.  He  re- 
mained at  Mr.  Wood's  furnace  two  and  one-half 
years,  and  then  left  with  seven  hundred  dollars 
in  his  pocket.  He  went  to  Danville  and 
worked  for  a time  in  a furnace  there  ; then  quit 
and  went  to  peddling.  I b'  was  for  a time  uu-  i 
successful  and  lost,  all  his  money,  but  regained  ! 
it  again.  At  this  period  in  his  life  he  entered  j 


from  Scotland  before  the  Revolution  and  settled 
near  Harrisburg,  where  they  became  a wealthy 
and  prominent  family.  After  his  marriage  Air. 
Spring-man  came  to  Prcebuig,  where  he  bought 
a home  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business; 
also  dealt  in  horses  and  cattle.  In  I860  he 
bought  the  Wingus  farm,  on  which  he  remained 
until  1870,  when  lie  bought,  in  Sunburv,  a 
grist-mill  and  Hour  and  feed-store.  lie  re- 
mained in  Sunbury  one  year;  then  sold  out  and 
returned  to  Kreeburg,  where  he  bought  tin 
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farm  on  which  lie  resides  at  the  present  time. 
Mr.  Springnmn  received  from  his  wife’s  family 
a nice  fortune,  which  lie  has  handled  in  a mas- 
terly manner,  anil  has  every  year  added  thereto. 
He  now  owns  live  farms,  all  of  which  he  man- 
ages in  a business-like  manner,  lie  has  at  four 

O 

{lillercnt  times  laid  out  additions  to  Frceburg,  j 
and  has  done  much  towards  making  the  town 
what  it  is  to-day.  He  is  a liberal  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  and  stands  high  in  the  county 
where  he  has  resided  so  long.  lie  is  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  one  of  its  trustees; 
also  its  treasurer.  Ife  is  a Democrat  in  politics 
and  has  been  several  times  judge  of  elections, 
and  for  four  years  has  been  overseer  of  the 
poor,  lie  has  also  been  a ( 'ongressional  dele- 
gate, and  represented  Snyder  County  at  the  last 
Congressional  election  as  one  of  the  conferees. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Springnmn  have  been  born 
children  as  follows  : Margaret,  born  November  J 
2f),  18I>1  ; Laura,  May  I,  1st;  1 ; Ida,  August  ! 
21,  18(H) ; Irena,  February  28,  I8<>8;  and  do- j 
sepli  lb,  September  18,  1878.  In  18li7  Mr. 
Springnmn  and  his  wife  visited  CJernmny  and 
spent  some  time  in  the  home  of  his  youth.  I le 
met  wit h a royal  reception  among  hi,-  friends  and 
relations,  who  came  miles  to  see  him.  In  trav- 
eling from  Bremen  to  Berlin  they  rode,  as  be- 
came a wealthy  American  citizen,  in  a first-class 
car,  much  to  the  surprise  of  a German  general,  1 
who  stared  at  Mr.  Springnmn  through  his  glass,  j 
an  act  returned  with  interest  by  Mr.  Springnmn  j 
getting  out  his  field-glass  and  staring  at  the  I 
general,  who  grew  very  angry,  which  in  no  way  : 
disconcerted  Mr.  Springnmn,  who  felt  that  a 
citizen  of  wealth  and  standing  from  the  Foiled 
States  was  as  good  and  had  the  same  privileges 
as  a German  general.  Mr.  Springnmn  became  I 
more  an  American  than  ever,  and  proud  of  his 
adopted  country  and  its  free  institutions. 


CJIAPTFB  XV. 

C It  A l’,M  A N T0WNS11 1 11.1 

Till',  area  comprising  the  southeastern  part 
of  Snyder  County  was  early  organized  into  a 


township,  called  Mahan  tango,  whose  territory 
eventually  was  divided  among  other  newly- 
formed  townships,  and  the  name  Mahantango 
as  designating  a township,  disappeared. 

At  the  April  term  of  court  of  Northumber- 
land County,  I7db,  a petition  was  presented  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Bonn  township,  asking  for  a 
division,  and  that  a now  township  be  erected, 
to  be  named  Mahantango.  The  court  ap- 
pointed Simon  Snyder,  Philip Mcrtz,  Frederick 
Iiood,  Andrew  M core  and  Peter  Ilosterrnan  to 
view  the  territory,  and  if  in  their  opinion  it 
was  desirable,  to  divide  the  township.  The 
viewers  reported  at  the  April  term  of  court, 
I7!lb,  that  they  had  divided  the  township  of 
Penn,  making  the  division  line — 

“ Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Middle  Creek,  thence 
up  said  creek  to  a marked  Black  Oak  on  t lie  hank  of 
the  creek  ; thence  a direct  course  to  the  top  of  Firestone 
or  Limestone  Ridge ; thence  along  on  the  top  thereof 
to  a heap  of  stones  on  the  said  Ridge ; thence  north  20° 
west  .to  the  mouth  of  < Forge  Mol/.  Run;  thence  up  the 
said  Run  to  ils  Head;  thence  along  the  middle  of  the 
road,  through  the  Gap  in  the  Shade  Mountain  to  a 
marked  White  Oak;  thence  a due  west  course  to  the 
mouth  of  John  Smith’s  Run,  dividing  Penn’s  and 
Beaver  townships.” 

flic  court  confirmed  the  report  and  ordered 
“tlmt  the  new  township  be  called  and  known 
by  the  name  of  Mahantango  township.”  The 
following  is  a list  of  residents,  etc.,  of  Mahan- 
tango township,  made  in  ITldi  (territory, 
Chapman,  Perry,  W est  Perry,  now  in  Snyder 
( Aunty)  : 

Frederick  Albright,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  John  Albright, 
George  Ault,  William  Anderson,  Casper  Arnold,  saw- 
mill ; Henry  Barnhart,  John  Bay,  John  Bickart, 
('hades  Bii'chlichi,  John  Blasscr,  Daniel  Rower, 
Peter  Bower,  Jacob  Bowman,  Michael  Bright,  George 
Brumbach,  Philip  Burget  or  Burkhart,  lvnp,  Jacob 
Kckhart,  Ghristian  Forrcy,  Henry  ( larman,  saw-mill ; 
John  and  Peter  (larman,  George  Gaughlcr,  Casper 
Gel  toil/.,  Henry  (let  herd,  cooper;  Frederick  Goy, 
Jacob  Graybill,  Christian  Grayhill,  John  Graybill, 
Jacob  Gunckcl,  Jacob  Hallig,  John  llagerman, 
James  J lamilton,  M ichacl  Hawn,  saw-mill ; Michael 
Hawn,  Jr.,  Paul  I Icon,  Jacob  Heller,  Peter  Heim- 
hack,  Dr.  Christian  Heinlz,  Henry  Heisler,  Simon 
I lerrold,  grist  and  saw-mill;  George  llerrold,  John 
Hershey,  John  I lershey,  .1  r.,  Mathias  1 1 cl /.cl,  Janies 
I loll',  tailor;  Peter  I Instermau,  Charles  Imholl,  two 
s t ills  ; John  Johnston,  saw-mill;  John  Jordan,  Jacob 
Reiser,  J oh  n Kersletter,  George  Kerslellei',  Leonard 


i lYid'essor  Daniel  S.  I’oyur. 
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I\  erst  otter,  Martin  Kersfctler,  John  Kcistelter,  Jr., 
W blow  K ersLctter,  John  Ueiter,  Jacob  Uivengood, 
Jolm  Liverpool!,  Jacob  I Jvergood,  Haw-mill ; Samuel 
Mc< 'lintock,  Jacob  Marlin,  deorge  Mciser,  Adam 
Mciser,  Henry  Meisor,  Jr.,  Henry  Mciser,  Sr.,  saw- 
mill; Michael  Mciser,  Philip  Mciser,  Baltzer  Metier- 
ling,  Wiunt  Nieman,  saw-mill;  Jacob  and  Philip 
Nitz,  Ilobcrt  Patterson,  lletny  Pfeill,  John  Leber, 
Frederick  Reed,  (Jasper  Reed,  John  Jleiehenbach, 
Jacob  Reichcnbach,'  deorge  Reinerd,  Christian 
Richter,  Jolm  Richter,  Henry  Line,  two  stills;  Jacob 
Roush,  Jacob  Roush,  Jr.;  Stephen  Saddler,  Christian 
Seecrist,  saw-mill  and  distillery;  John  Shailer, 
Michael  Shailer,  saw-mill;  Peter  Shailer,  llenry 
Sliedde,  saw-mill  ; John  Shetterly,  saw-mill ; llenry 
Shetterly,  Catherine  Shetterly,  Andrew  Shetterly, 
Adam  and  Michael  Shower,  Philip  Shrciber,  David 
Smith,  oil-mill;  Herman  Snyder,  John  Snyder,  Sr., 
Thomas  Snyder,  Herman  Sliyder,  Sr.,  deorge  Snyder, 
shoemaker;  John  Snyder,  tanner;  Herman  Speese, 
Frederick  Stahl,  John  Stahl,  Frederick  Stoes,  grist 
and  saw-mill  and  shop-keeper;  Earnest  Stephenson, 
weaver ; Adam  ami  Leonard  Stephy,  Charles  Straub, 
Charles  Straub,  Jr.,  Peter  Straub,  Nicholas  Strausser, 
horse-jockey  ; Martin  Swartz,  Jolm  and  Peter  Swartz, 
John  Thornton,  'William  Thorsby,  John  Troub, 
Robert  Vane.e,  Widow  Whitmer,  Jacob  Whitmore, 
Samuel  Whitmore,  distillery  ; Jacob  Wiunt,  John 
Wiant.  Abraham  Witmer,  Peter  Witmer,  saw-mill 
Simon  Woodrow,  Adam  and  (lodfrey  Woiner,  John. 
Zellers,  Stophel  and  William  Zimmerman,  John 
Zuallv,  weaver. 

Single  Freemen. — Frederick  Coy,  Jacob  Ilaak, 
Ceorge  Mciser,  joiner  ; Jacob  Nitz,  Andrew  Shader, 
Frederick  Stephy,  carpenter;  Samuel  Whitmore, 
Michael  Wiant,  Jacob  Zimmerman. 

The  Hollowing  persons  were  additional  in 
I Sl)2 : 

John  Rergstresser,  millwright;  Valentine  Christ ; 
Michael  Derstein  ; Willis  Gordon  ; Robert  Ilagcrty; 
Ceorge  and  Jacob  Heimbaek;  Widow  Ifoltzapple; 
Adam  Light;  Widow  Richter;  John  Richter;  Fred- 
erick Stees,  adds  fulling-mill  and  smith-shop ; Con- 
rad Walter. 

This  township  remained  in  existence  lor 
about  a quarter  of  a century,  and  finally,  by  the 
erection  of  Perry  and  Washington  townships, 
its  territory  became  so  small  that  petitions  were  , 
made  to  the  court  to  enlarge  it  by  annexing  parts 
of  Penn  and  Perry.  This  view  seems  not  to  have 
been  received  liivorablv  by  the  court,  and  al- 
though no  record  is  found  of  any  further  action, 
vet  Maliantango  township  appears  for  the  last 
time  in  an  official  capacity  upon  the  records  of 
the  court  at  the  May  term,  IS  lib 


The  following  records  show  the  action  taken 
l>y  (lie  court  and  people  before  its  abandon- 
ment : 

At  September  term  of  court,  I 8 I (i,  inhabitants 
of  Maliantango  presented  a petition  by  Ezekiel 
II.  1 )avis,  stating  “ that  in  consequence  of  the 
division  of  the  said  township  of  Maliantango, 
lately  made,  there  are  only  about  fifty  tax- 
able inhabitants  left  in  the  old  part  of  the  said 
township  . . . and  asked  that  the  lines  of  the 
adjoining  townships  of  Penn  and  Perry  he 
altered  so  as  to  annex  parts  of  these  two  town- 
ships to  the  township  of  Maliantango  in  such 
a way  as  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  all  these  townships.”  The  court,  De- 
cember Pith,  appointed  Jolm  Hays,  Conrad 
Weiser  and  Joseph  Stillwell  to  view  the  prem- 
ises and  report.  The  viewers  met  and  delayed 
I the  matter,  disagreed  and  Joseph  Stillwell  de- 
! dined  acting,  and  George  Weirich  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  place. 

The  small  territory  containing  the  fifty  tax- 
ables  mentioned  was  in  the  next  year  embraced 
in  the  territory  mentioned  in  the  petition  for 
Chapman  township,  which  petition  was  pre 
seated  to  the  court  of  Colon  County  at  the 
February  term,  1820,  by  inhabitants  of  parts  of 
Washington  and  parts  of  Perry  townships, 
stating,— 

‘‘That  the  petitioners  labor  undergreat  difficulty  on 
account  of  having  to  travel  to  Straubstown  (Frceburg) 
i to  the  several  elections,  on  account,  of  the  distance, 
hilly,  rough  and  uneven  roads  hardly  passable  at 
these  seasons.  We  therefore  pray  the  court  to  grant 
a new  township  to  be  called  ."Susquehanna.  Begin- 
ning at  the  mouth  of  Middle  Creek,  in  Washington 
township ; thence  up  the  said  creek  to  Simon  Sny- 
der’s paper-mill,  including  said  mill;  thence  along 
the  old  hill  road  to  a small  field  belonging  to  John 
Herman;  thence  to  John  Long’s  house;  thence  to 
(irubh’s  church,  in  Ferry  township,  including  the 
same;  thence  to  Frederick  Meiscr’s  house  and  mill, 
including  it  at  Maliantango  (.'reek;  thence  down 
said  creek  to  the  Susquehanna  River;  thence  up  t lie 
said  river  to  the  beginning;  being  in  length,  north 
and  south,  nine  miles,  and  in  breadth,  east  and  west, 
about  five  miles.” 

I he  court  appointed  John  I lays,  Adam  Wilt 
and  Joseph  Still  well,  Esqs.,  commissioners,  who 
reported  in  favor  of  a now  township,  to  he 
named  “ Chapman/’  in  honor  of  Judge  Chap- 
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1 man.  Their  report  was  confirmed  by  the 
! court. 

Laki.y  Skttlk.m i:\ts. — .Mention  is  made  in 
tlic  sketch  ol  McKee’s  llnll  halls  of  Thomas 
McKee,  who  was  probably  the  first  settler  in  the 
i township.  -John  Shamorv  wasoneof  the  early  set- 
tlers and  came  to  the  loealitv  very  early.  lie 

• emigrated  from  ( iermanv,  and,  like  main others 
who  came  in  those  years,  solid  his  time  to  pay  his 
passage.  They  were  known  as  “ Redemptioners.” 
Reserved  his  time  in  Baltimore,  alter  which  he 

I Tame  up  the  Susipiehanna  River  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  Chapman  township  (then  I’enn). 
lie  built  a hut  where  the  old  house  on  the 
premises  of  George  Heintzclman  was  afterwards 
built.  He  was  in  this  section  when  the  Indians 
■ troubled  the  settlers,  and  he  removed  to  Rucks 
County,  where  he  remained  until  about!  TOO, 

: whim  he  returned  and  lived  in  the  vieinitv  of 
his  original  settlement  until  his  death,  in  1771. 
He  was  a carpenter  and  eons  true  ted  the  old 
Grubb  Church,  and  was  the  second  to  be  buried 
in  the  old  burial-place,  attached  to  the  church. 

\ 1 1 is  son,  dohn  Shamorv,  was  born  in  1773,  and 
■,  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-live  wears  at 

* the  house  of  his  great-grandson,  .1.  S.  Kongacre. 

llenrv  Rinc  was  born  about  the  year  17-17 
1 and  settled  in  this  vicinity  about  1 70S.  lie 
built  a cabin  at  the  place  where  an  old  oak-tree 
now  stands,  on  the  place  now  owned  by  A. 
Springuian.  He  lived  near  this  place  all  his 
. days,  died  in  INI  7 and  was  buried  in  an  inclo- 
sure near  his  first  settlement,  where  his  son,  John 
lline,  and  other  members  of  the  family  are 
buried.  In  1883  John  AL  Him;  placed  a suit- 
able monument  to  mark  the  resting-place  of  his 
ancestor  and  others  of  the  family.  The  land 
at  this  place  is  now  occupied  by  the  fifth  gene- 
ration of  the  same  name. 

Joseph  Brittain  was  a soldier  in  the  W ar  of 
the  Revolution,  alter  which  he  purchased  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Thomas  Rage,  Fstp  lie 
was  the  maternal  grandfather  of  J.  C.  Ncr- 
liood,  now  of  the  township.  1 1 is  grandfather, 
Adam  Nerhood,  was  a soldier  in  the  W ar  ol 
1812,  and  was  stationed  with  Ins  company  at 
Black  Rock.  Frederick  kreil/.er,  lather  ol  J. 
i (,'.  K rcitzer,  and  Reler  Lehr  were  also  soldiers 
in  the  \\  ar  ol  RS  I 2 - 1 I . 

| 


Gnrnn’s  Cnrueii  was  organized  in  177b, 
and  named  Baucrman’s  or  KTnppc  Church. 
Rev.  Michael  Kntcrlinc  was  the  first  Lutheran 
| >as( or.  1 1 e was  succeeded  by  Matt  bias  G ouzel  ; 
.Frederick  Ifinze;  .John  Ilerbst;  Rev.  Conrad 
Waller,  1801  to  LSI!),  when  he  died;  Rev.  J. 
R.  Shindel,  >Sr.,  served  one  year;  Rev.  Jacob 
Smith,  from  1820  to  1830;  Rev.  William  Ger- 
man, from  1830  to  1X3!);  Rev.  C.  G.  Lrlenmyer, 
from  1X12  to  his  death,  March  (i,  187b;  No- 
vember 1,  187b,  Rev.  J.  F.  Warn  pole  became 
the  pastor  and  is  now  in  service.  This  church  is 
owned  conjointly  by  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
congregations.  The  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
congregation  were  Rev.  Jacob  Rippass;  George 
Geistweit;  John  Deitrieh  Adam;  Conrad  Geist- 
weit,  who  in  1804  accepted  a call  to  York,  Ra. ; 
Isaac  Gerhart  served  six  years;  John  Helix, 
Rev.  Daniel  Weiscr,  who  served  till  September 

10,  1X33;  Benjamin  Boyer  served  one  vear; 
Mr.  Baer,  nine  months;  Samuel  Seibert,  from 
1 83b  to  IX  to;  W.  G.  Hackman,  IX  lb  to  1X4!); 
Joshua  Derr,  T850  to  1 854 ; Samuel  Gutelius, 
1855  to  1X58;  Air.  Hoflineicr,  1X70  to  1873; 

11.  I)  aniel,  one  year;  \Y.  Donat,  1X74  to  18, si. 

The  Rev.  S.  P.  Brown,  the  present  pastor, 

was  partly  reared  in  the  township,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1881  the  congregation  of  Grubb’s 
Church  extended  to  him  a call  to  become  their 
pastor,  which  he  accepted,  and  entered  upon  his 
duties  July  10,  1881.  He  was  born  in  Lebanon 
County,  Ra.,  February  4,  1851,  and  came  to 
Chapman  township,  Snyder  County,  with  his 
father’s  family  in  the  spring  of  18b5.  He 
entered  the  academy  at  Freeburg  in  1872,  where 
he  remained  until  the  lull  of  187b,  when  In; 
entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster, 
and  was  graduated  Alay  8,  1879.  In  August 
of  that  year  he  received  a call  from  the  Re- 
formed Church  at  Abirietta,  Lancaster  Countv, 
which  he  accepted,  remained  two  years  and 
resigned  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Chapman  township,  w here  he 
soon  after  became  the  pastor  of  Grubb  Church 
congregation. 

II  is  evident  that  a church  building  was 
erected  before  1773,  as  the  place  was  used  as  ;i 
burial-ground  in  that  year,  and  il  is  stated  that 
John  Shamory,  who  did  the  carpenter-work  of 
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1 lie  clmi'i'h  building  was  buried  in  (lie  yard  in 
177  1.  The  old  building  was  used  (with  many 
repairs)  until  the  second  church-building  was 
creeled,  in  US7b.  Il  is  a substantial  brick 
structure.  Forty  acres  of  land  belong  to  (lie 
conjugation,  on  which  a d wel ling-house  and 
other  buildings  are  creeled.  The  land  was 
warranted  to  George  I Irieh,  of  Bonn  township, 
for  school  and  church  purposes,  in  a mistake, 
who  had  it  corrected,  and  patented  in  the  name 
of  Simon  Ilerrold,  Sr.,  and  Andrew  Mid- 
dower, trustees  of  the  congregation.  This  is 
(he  oldest  church  organization  in  Snyder  Bounty, 
having  had  an  existence  of  one  hundred  and 
(on  years. 

Trinity  Ciiuiu'ii,  at  McKee’s  Half  Halls, 
\va>  built  as  a Union  Church  by  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ  and  (he  Methodist  episco- 
pal Churches  in  I he  year  lNtJO.  It  is  a hand- 
some-brick  building,  two  stories,  surmounted 
with  a cupola  and  bell.  At  the  present  time  it 
is  exclusively  used  by  (he  United  Brethren  in 
Christ.  The  first  trustees  were  John  House- 
worth,  B.  Kroner  and  I’hilip  llilbish.  The 
present  trustees  are  1!.  F.  Swartz,  D.  II  offer 
and  George  A.  Shaifer. 

Zion’s  Lutjikkan  Church  at  MrK ion’s 
Hark  Falls. — First  subscription  to  raise  mo- 
ney for  the  erection  of  this  church  was  circulated 
in  February,  18.19.  Thebiiildingeommittee  were 
I Ion.  Jonathan  \\reiscr,  president;  Jeremiah  B. 
Hall,  secretary;  John  M.  Rinc,  Waller  A]>p 
and  George  Snyder.  The  corner-stone  was  laid 
July  29,  1861,  and  the  church  was  dedicated 
October  (I,  18(51.  Rev.  John  If.  Davidson  was 
the  first  pastor.  The  first  church  council  was 
installed  Mav  10,  IS(i2.  J.  B.  Hall  has  been 
an  elder  in  the  church  and  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school  since  its  organization. 

I’aiimhsk  Cm  ncii,  situated  in  the  northern 
part  of  Chapman  township,  was  built  by  the 
United  Brethren  denomination  in  the  year 
BSl  I.  'The  building  committee  wore  Henry 
Ncrhood,  George  II.  Shaffer,  Daniel  Swartz 
and  Simon  F.  Ilerrold.  It  is  a frame  build- 
ing, thirty-live  by  forty  feet,  one  story  high. 
Membership,  about  seventy.  W illiam  lieiehen- 
baeh  deeded  half  an  acre  to  this  church  for  one 
dollar.  Rev.  Fusobius  Hersehev  was  the  first 


United  Brethren  preacher  in  this  locality,  and 
the  territory  he  explored  in  1 Nit),  named 
‘CSiisipudianua  Mission,”  now  embraces  the 
three  circuits,  Susquehanna,  Freebiirg  and 
M iddlcburg. 

'There  is  an  old  grave-yard  near  Abel  llcr- 
rold’s  mill,  in  Chapman  township,  which  con- 
tains many  idd,  rough  stones,  marking  graves, 
without  any  inscriptions.  It  is  known  as 
“ I lerrold’s  grave-yard.”  The  Herrolds,  Ar- 
nolds and  other  inhabitants  are  interred  here. 
Some  of  the  inscriptions  show  interments  here 
in  1 <S  1 ( ).  'The  oldest  inhabitants  have  no  rcr- 
collection  who  was  first  buried  here.  It  is 
conceded  to  be  at  least  one  hundred  years  old. 
It  has  recently  been  enlarged  and  cleared  of 
I briars,  etc.,  and  it  is  still  used  as  a burying 
place.  There  are  several  line  tombstones  and 
monuments  in  it  that  have  been  recently  erec- 
ted. 

M'K  I :ifs  II  ALL  FALLS.1 

'This  beautiful  little  village  is  situated  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Susquehanna  I fiver,  eight 
miles  above  Liverpool  and  twelve  miles  below 
Selin’s  Grove.  It  was  the  first  settlement  along 
the  Susquehanna  River  in  what  is  now  Snyder 
] County.  The  place  derived  its  name  from 
Thomas  McKee,  an  Indian  trader,  who  is  first 
mentioned  in  this  region  of  country  in  1741. 
lie  was  one  of  the  party  of  traders  who  dis- 
covered the  body  of  Jack  A rmstrong,  who  was 
murdered  at  what  is  now  Mount  Union.  He 
may  have  resided  at  this  place  at  that  time,  but 
it  is  not  certainly  known.  But  upon  the  open- 
ing of  the  Land  Ollice,  in  I 7 bo,  he  took  out  a 
warrant,  March  5,  17o1,  for  a large  tract  of 
land  at  the  mouth  of  Mahantango  ( 'reek,  which 
extended  along  the  river  above  and  below,  em- 
bracing the  Half  Falls.  An  Indian  path  ran 
across  his  plantation,  which  was  later  known  as 
McKee’s  Bath.  It  extended  from  Shamokin  to 
the  Juniata,  and  touched  the  Susquehanna  at 
the  mouth  of  Mahantango,  and  crossed  westerly 
to  the  mouth  of  Delaware  Run,  near  Thomp- 
sontowit.  He  sold  the  greater  part  of  the 
tract  south  id'  the  mouth  <J  the  creek,  July  2ti, 
I 7 G 7 , to  Jacob  Seerjst,  which  later  was  paten- 
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led  as  Seerist’s  Meadows,  The  three  islands  in 
(lie  river — Shuman’s,  of  one  hundred  acres; 
liny,  of  seventy  acres;  and  Kline,  ol  eighty 
acres  (now  Yeager's) — were  included  in  his 
warrant.  Thomas  McKee  died  at  the  place  in 
177.!. 1 One  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land 
iihoye  I lie  Mall  falls  I rael  was  sold  to  K I idol  | ill 
Ninelzer,  August  7,  I7li(i,  and  relnrned  to 
.Michael  Witmer,  who  had  jinrehased  lands 
also  below  the  month  of  the  creek  and  on 
which  the  Wci.sor  mill  now  stands.  It  is  stated 
that  Peter  Shall'er  came  to  the  place  about  170-7, 
and  located  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  and 
fish  ill”’.  1 1 is  stay  was  not  long,  as  the  roaring  of 
the  falls  prevented  him  from  hearing  his  “cow 
hells,”  and  the  offensive  odor  caused  by  the  de- 
composition of  dead  shad  accumulating  along 
the  shore  made  the  place  particularly  objection- 
able to  this  fastidious  gentleman.  George  I). 
Shafer  and  Simon  llier,  both  aged  citizens  of 
Chapman  township,  are  his  grandsons. 

Michael  Witmer  died  before  1760.  II is  son 
John  came  into  possession  of  the  mill  property, 
now  in  Susipiehanna  township,  Juniata  County, 
and  his  son  Abraham  settled  permanently  upon 
the  north  side  of  the  creek,  and  constructed  the 
stone  building  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  canal, 

o 

now  an  old  dilapidated  structure.  Me  died 
about  186b.  J I i s remains,  with  those  of  his 
wife,  are  buried  in  the  small  space  of  ground 
in  the  rear  of  the  store-house  now  occupied  by 
Irish  A Brandt.  Abraham  Witmer,  of  Port 
Trevorton,  is  a descendant  of  Michael  W itmer. 
A sketch  of  part  of  the  McKee  and  W itmer 
lands  will  be  found  in  the  history  of  Susque- 
hanna township,  Juniata  County.-  The  old 
stone  house  was  for  many  years  used  as  a tav- 
ern, once  famous  as  a stopping-place  for  raft- 
men  and  traders  along  the  river.  It  was  kept 

'Two  warrants,  ilntist  August  12,  17K2,  wore  issued  to 
Thomas  Mtfeo,  and  a pal  out  granted  to  him  August  18, 

1 707,  for  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  and  one-half  acres  of 
land,  situated  in  Mauanoy  township,  Northumberland 
County,  named  11  Fellowship."  Alexander  .McKee,  admin- 
istrator of  the  estate  of  Thomas  McKee,  deceased,  by  an 
order  of  the  Orphans’  Court  of  Northumberland  County, 
by  deed  dated  September  20,  1773,  sold  the  above  tract, 
'•  Fellowship,"  to  William  Dunbar,  of  Fort  I’itt,  etc  This 
land  lies  opposite  McKee’s  Half  Falls,  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  and  the  town  of  (ieorgetovvn  is  located  upon  it. 


in  1 S 1 2 In  (ieorge  Ktz.weiler,  mid  during  the 
const  met  inn  of  the  Pennsylvania  (’until  was 
known  as  one  of  the  best  taverns  along  the  line 

of  the  works.  It  was  then  kept  by Mc- 

t'arlv.  lie  was  succeeded  hv  Judge  Keilsny- 

der, ( < lass  and  John  Shoob,  the  latter  now 

residing  in  I Jverpool. 

The  liisl  store  house  was  luilll  ahoiit  the  year 
I N22  hy  John  Walls  and  Paul  ( iedd»  s,  hoi h of 
whom  are  now  aged  citizens  of  Lewisbiirgh,  the 
former  having  been  associate  judge  of  Union 
County  .and  State  Senator.  They  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  for  several  years,  during 
which  time  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  was  in 
course  of  construction.  Jonathan  Walls  after- 
wards purchased  the  store  from  his  brother, 
Judge  John  Walls,  and  continued  in  business 
fora  period  of  about  twenty  years.  1 1 is  suc- 
cessor was  Samuel  Young.  In  the  year  18-lb 
Philip  llilbish,  the  present  owner  of  the  brick 
hotel  building  and  farm  adjoining  McKee’s 
Ilall  Falls,  settled  here,  built  a store-house  on 
the  canal  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
for  a period  of  live  years,  when  lie  sold  out  to 
Lewis  Jacobs,  who  afterwards  appointed  assign- 
ees, and  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Backus,  w ho 
came  from  Middlcbtirg  and  rented  both  hotel 
and  store  of  P.  llilbish  in  1852. 

In  18-18  Philip  llilbish  purchased  the  land 
at  McKee’s  from  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Witmer, 
and  several  years  after  built  a handsome,  capa- 
cious brick  house,  which  he  kept  fora  hotel  for 
a period  of  three  years,  then  occupied  it  as  a 
dwelling-house  until  1868,  when  he  changed  his 
residence  to  Selin’s  Grove.  Ever  since  the 
building  has  been  occupied  as  a hotel.  It  is 
extensively  patronized  by  the  “ traveling  peo- 
ple,” and  during  the  warm  summer  months  is 
converted  into  a summer  resort,  for  which  it  is 
well  adiipted  and  patronized. 

In  IS  bo  the  store  again  changed  into  the 
hands  of  Philip  llilbish  and  S.  A W.  C. 
Thompson.  After  four  years’  business  the 
Thompsons  sold  out  their  interest  to  P.  llilbish, 
who  continued  the  business  again  fora  number 
of  years.  In  the  year  1862,  II.  AT.  Freed,  now 
an  active  merchant  of  Liverpool,  purchased  the 
store  ol  P.  llilbish,  continuing  business  for 
several  years.  Jacob  \\  cst  was  hi>  successor 
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for  two  years,  when  lie  died,  and  Ilcnry  \V. 
Shuman,  now  of  Sliamok  in,  look  charge  of  1 1 it: 
store  lor  one  year,  lie  was  succeeded  bv  10.  ( i. 
Shcafler,  now  an  enterprising  inerehanl  of  ( )ri- 
enlal,  who  shorllv  after  sold  his  hal  l-inleresl  lo 
W illiam  I’.  I lilbish,  ill.  present  an  altorucv-at- 
law  ill.  Snnhnry.  They  continued  in  partner- 
shi|>  lor  several  years,  when  the  Conner  sold  his 
interest  to  Mr.  llilbish,  who,  after  several 
years’  business,  took  in  as  a partner,  in  the  year 
1881,  A.  11.  lllsh,  of  Perry  County.  Subse- 
quently the  firm  changed  to  1’lsh  A:  Brandt, 
which  name  it  still  retains. 

Between  the  years  1822  and  182b  there  were 
eleven  post-olliecs  in  Union  County  (now  com- 
prising Union  and  Snyder  Counties),  and  Mc- 
Kee’s Half  Falls  was  one  of  them.  During  the 
spring  floods  from  seven  to  twelve  hundred 
rails  pass  over  the  falls.  This  is  one  of  the  main 
points  along  the  river  for  the  raftsmen  to  tie  up 
for  the  night  and  stormy  weather.  It  is  the 
terminus  of  a “day's”  run. 

The  Pennsylvania  Canal  runs  through  t hi* 
place  and  a Herds  employment  to  main'  ol  its 
inhabitants  in  the  village  and  surrounding 
country.  About  forty  canal-boats  belong  to 
this  place  or  level,  giving  employment  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  to  transport 
these  boats,  with  their  contents,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  mules  are  required.  The  principal 
trallie  is  coal,  shipped  from  Nantieoke,  by  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Company,  to  their  wharves 
at  “Ohio  W harf”  (the  mouth  of  the  Juniata), 
Columbia,  I lavre-de-Oraee,  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  and  to  intermediate 
points  to  supply  the  local  dealers.  Dumber  is 
also  boated  from  Williamsport  and  Dock 
Haven,  though  its  transportation  is  becoming 
less  each  year.  Railroad  tics  and  bark  are 
boated  from  here  in  considerable  quantities. 

Theie  are  two  stores  in  the  place,  doing  an 
extensive  business.  These  old  “stands”  are 
known  all  along  the  river  as  Bine’s  store  and 
1 1 i 1 bish’s  store.  The  former  is  kept  by  John 
S.  Bine,  son  of  John  M.  Bine,  who  was  his 
son’s  predecessor,  and  amassed  a large  fortune 
in  the  business,  being  estimated  the  wealthiest 
citizen  in  the  county.  The  latter  is  kept  by 
Dish  A Brandt,  formerly  of  Perry  County,  Pa. 


These  linns  buy  and  ship  on  an  average  thirty 
thousand  railroad  ties  and  seven  hundred  tons 
of  bark  annually,  and  dispose  of  about  two 
thousand  tons  of  coal  per  year.  This  place  is 
I hi'  chief  cent  re  and  outlet  for  I lit*  count  rv  lying 
back  of  here,  including  Mciscrville,  Fremont 
and  Richfield  and  a densely  populated  agricul- 
tural disl  riel. 

The  ferry  over  the  Susquehanna  at  this  place 
connects  with  ( leorgetown,  Northumberland 
County,  a town  on  Northern  Central  Railway, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream.  It  was  legally 
chartered  by  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  year  1872,  and  the  exclusive  right 
and  privilege  for  ferrying  was  granted  to  Philip 
llilbish,  formerly  of  this  place,  now  a resident 
of  Selin’s  Grove,  and  Martin  K.  Bachman,  of 
Georgetown,  Northumberland  County.  Since 
its  existence  it  has  been  in  successful  operation, 
being  the  only  point  having  access  to  the  railroad, 
and  passengers  desiring  to  travel  by  rail  must 
cross  over  with  the  ferry  to  the  Northern  Cen- 
tral Railway  depot  at  Georgetown.  Consider- 
able live  stock — such  asshcep,  cattle,  horses  and 
hogs — arc  transported  across  this  ferry  and  taken 
to  the  coal  regions  of  Northumberland  and 
Schuvlkill  Counties.  About  three  hundred  and 
sixtv-five  tons  of  merchandise  are  annually 
ferried  to  and  from  the  freight-oHiee  of  the 
Northern  Central  Railway  at  Georgetown,  this 
being  the  only  point  by  which  the  various 
mercantile  stores  in  this  and  neighboring  local- 
ities receive  their  merchandise. 

The  surrounding  territory  is  devoted  solely 
to  agriculture  and  stock-raising.  Conspicuous 
amongst  those  engaged  in  this  pursuit  are  J.  B. 
Hall,  ( ieo.  S.  Bine  and  J.  Kohler  Peck,  Fsip 
The  soil  along  the  river  is  exceedingly  fertile, 
and  here  can  be  found  some  of  the  finest  and 
most  productive  farms  along  the  Susquehanna 
Valiev.  'Those  particularly  worthy  of  mention 
are  the  two  farms  of  .1.  ]>.  Hall,  comprising 
over  four  hundred  acres  in  a high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, who  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  intelligent  farmers  of  the  county ; the  farm 
of  Jno.  M.  Bine,  containing  about  two  hundred 
and  twenty-live  acres  of  improved  land  ; and  that 
of  Philip  1 1 ilbish,  adjoining  McKee’s,  containing 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  a high  state  of 
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iiltivalion.  The  | trod  nets  are  wheal,  rye,  coin, 
Jp.its,  potatoes  ami  tobacco,  the  latter  being  cul- 
tivated in  considerable  <|ii:iiitit ics  the  past  six 
vans. 

Si  i:m:iiv. — The  village,  with  its  surround- 
ings ( is  attractive  and  noted  Ibr  its  varied  and 
H romantic  seencrv,  which,  lor  its  piet nresipieness 
.mil  grandeur,  is  not  surpassed  along  the  Sus- 
»i|iiehanna.  The  river  expands  into  a stream 
'lie  and  a fourth  miles  wide  and  is  studded  with 
■ •everal  islands,  midway  in  the  stream,  lying 
para  1 1<  d with  each  other.  The  water  passes  over 
two  ledges  of  primitive  rocks,  which  extend  in 
i :i continuous  chain  from  either  shore  and  form 
what  are  called  the  “ halls, ” whiclt  htive  a 
precipice  of  about  three  and  a halt  feet  in  the 
first  and  three  feet  in  the  second  descent.  The 
rliain  of  rocks  abrupllv  terminate  at  the  island, 
ntilv  to  resume  their  mnlinuitv  on  the  east  side 
df  the  island,  to  the  opposite  shore.  I lie  tails 
extending  over  to  the  island  are  named  after 
McKee,  hence  McKee's  I bill’  Falls  ; those  on  the 
pposite  or  Georgetown  side  have  no  name. 

M aiiam  av.o  ( ' i: i : I ; k lb:i iick. — ,\  petition 
was  presented  to  court  at  the  May  term,  1 «S J I, 
for  the  erection  of  a bridge  over  Mahantango 
. I’reek,  where  \\  eiser’s  mill  i-  now  situated,  flic 
court  appointed  Adam  height,  Thomas  Shipton 
and  Frederick  Stees  viewers  on  the  part  of 
Union  Countv  ; llenrv  doth,  I lenry  ( iross  and 
Christian  Secrist  for  A I i ill  i n County.  Their 
report  was  set  aside.  Subsequently  John  Schuee, 
.lob n Martin  and  Michael  Kathlbn,  together 
with  three  commissioners  from  Milllin  ( 'ounty, 
reported  in  lavorof  a bridge  to  be  erected  bv 
the  count  ies  of  I n ion  and  Milllin,  which  report 
was  confirmed  bv  the  court  December  lit,  INI  I. 
It  was  also  approved  February  lb,  1 (Sib,  by 
l|  l’llilil  i Morr,  h'redcrick  Giitclius  and  dames 
l*ale,  count  v commissioners.  Frederick  Mover 
ceiitractcd  to  build  this  bridge  tor  eighteen  liitn- 
ilrcd  dollars.  In  August,  |S|(i,a  Ireshet  came, 
when  it  was  found  that  the  plan  of  the  commis- 
sioners was  insullieient.  flic  piers  which  Moyer 
had  put  up  were  swept  away.  In  September  of 
| the  same  veer  another  freshet  came,  and  swept 
awav  the  lumber  he  had  near  the  creek.  At 
September  term  ol  court  Mover  presented  a pe- 
tition to  court  asking  to  be  paid  for  his  loss, 


alleging  that  the  cost  of  the  bridge  was  thirty- 
six  hundred  dollars,  and  that  lie  was  compelled 
to  sell  his  house  and  lot  in  Straubstown  in  con- 
sequence of  his  losses.  The  grand  jury  awarded 
him  six  hundred  dollars  extra  compensation, 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  court  May  111, 

I S 1 s. 

i mou’iin t>i;.\<  i:. 

1 ndependonee  isa  small  village  situated  about 
two  miles  above  McKee’s  Half  Falls.  A tavern 
opened  by  George  Horrold  in  1781  at  this 
place  later  became  a stopping-place  on  the  stage- 
route.  The  old  swinging  sign  had  painted 
upon  it  the  coat  of  arms  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  motto  “ Virtue,  Liberty  and  I ndependeuee.’, 
It  was  the  place  where  horses  were  changed  in 
the  days  of  the  old  Concord  coaches,  'flic  set- 
tlement took  its  name  from  part  of  the  motto 
on  the  sign.  The  present  brick  hotel  was  built 
bv  Colonel  J.  ( '.  Ilerrold,  the  grandfather  of 
David  Ilerrold,  the  present  owner. 

Colonel  I Ierrold  married  a daughter  of  Fred- 
erick .Stees,  the  noted  mill-builder,  and  himself 
became  a builder  and  contractor.  lie  erected 
the  two  covered  bridges  that  cross  Middle  Creek, 
on  the  road  from  Selin’s  Grove  to  Freebttrg, 
and  was  the  contractor  who  built  one  mile  of 
the  canal  from  Witmer’s  northward,  in  1827. 

David  Ilerrold  has  in  his  possession  a stone 
about  eighteen  inches  in  length,  and  five  inches 
in  breadth,  which  he  found,  years  ago,  con- 
cealed in  a path  in  the  rear  of  the  old  Ilerrold 
mill,  in  which  is  cut  the  figures  1711.  It  is 
shaped  like  a monument-stone  used  by  sur- 
veyors. 

fhe  village  of  Independence  contains  a 
hotel,  a store,  eighteen  dwellings  and  a school- 
house. 

Minus  and  Disti u.F.ni us. — In  1782 George 
Ilerrold  was  assessed  with  two  mills  and  a ferry. 

I le  lived  half  a mile  above  the  village  of  I ude- 
pendence,  at  the  place  where  Abel  Ilerrold’s 
mill  now  stands.  It  is,  without  doubt,  the  oldest 
mill-site  in  the  township.  It  is  not  known 
when  the  terry  was  abandoned.  The  grist-mill 
was  torn  down  in  1812  and  the  present  mill 
erected.  There  is  at  this  place  a stone  in  the 
shape  of  a pyramid,  with  a round  hole  in  its 
centre,  which  was  said  by  old  settlers  to  have 
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Im'cii  used  in  a hemp-mill  which,  in  1757,  was 
owned  hv  Simon  Ilerrold.  Ihe  territory  now 
einliraced  in  Chapman  and  I Inion  townships 
contained  in  early  davs  nine  distilleries.  In 
IN'JOa  distillery  was  In  operation  on  the  farm 
now  owned  hy  .1.  K.  Peek,  which  continued 
a I ><  m I thirty  years.  'The  place  was  later  used  as 
the  site  lor  a school-house.  A distillery  was  in 
operation  about  the  same  time  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  A ngust us  Spring-man.  On  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  (Jnhriol  Eisenhart,  in  Union 
township,  many  years  John  Ilerrold  was  run- 
ning a distillery.  A distillery,  run  by  (Jcorge 
Arnold,  was  on  the  farm  of  J.  Aaron  Meyer, 
t Jcorge  I lerrold  was  also  running  a distillers'  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  J.  S.  Wolfe,  Union 
township.  Abraham  Blancr  was  engaged  in 
the  business  on  the  farm  of  Mrs.  \\  illiam  (I. 
Ilerrold,  in  Union  township.  J.  A.  Stahl’s 
distillery  was  on  the  farm  of  Daniel  Stahl,  in  I 
the  same  township.  Of  others  in  Union  town-  i 
ship  were  Samuel  Wit  mer,  on  the  J m Igc  Witmer, 
Jacob  Seerisl,  on  the  premises  of  Christian 
I’itner,  and  Major  Philip  llurkhart, on  the  farm 
of  John  I bill. 

The  great  Hood  of  the  Susquehanna,  in  IS  17, 
washed  away  the  surface  of  several  acres  of 
ground  boiween  the  landing  of  John  M.  Pine 
and  Beneville  Kivnier  (now  J.  B.  Mali),  expos- 
ing a large  number  of  human  bones,  Indian 
crockery,  pipes  and  war  implements.  'Phis  was 
an  old  Indian  grave-vard,  of  which  there  had 
been  no  previous  tradition.  About  eight  hun- 
dred yards  from  it,  where  there  is  now  a grave- 
vard,  there  were  a number  of  pit.-,  said  to  be 
the  vestiges  of  an  Indian  village. 

A.  II.  Straub  lives  in  the  northwestern  por- 
tion of  the  township,  on  a farm  which  he  has  in 
an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,  and  on  which 
he  has  built  a line  residence. 

Soman, s. — Among  the  early  teachers  was 
John  Pull,  who  taught  a school  at  Indepen- 
dence about  the  year  188(1.  Umanuel  Thomp- 
son and  Dr.  P.  S.  UpdcgralP,  afterwards  the 
noted  Elmira  physician,  taught  in  later  years. 

I *n IT  taught  an  English  and  (ie.rman  school  and 
died  at  Mount  Pleasant  Mills,  lie  was  a black- 
smith bv  trade.  I hc  old  log  school-house  at 
Independence  was  erected  on  half  an  acre  of 


ground  donated  by  Arnold.  Mrs.  Cniiiip- 

sliank  also  taught  here. 

At,  (Jrubb’s  a part  ol  the  dwelling-house  was 
used  for  school  purposes.  John  4 oiing  lived 
here  and  taught  a subscription  and  singing- 
school.  Mrs.  Young  was  an  excellent  singer. 

Rudolph  Bruggcr  preceded  Mr.  N ou ng;  at 
this  place  as  a teacher,  lie  was  a native  of  (let- 
many.  Henry  Arnold  also  taught  at  , UruhhV 
and  at  ot  her  places. 

The  lirst  school-house  at  McKee’s  was 
erected  about  the  year  1885,  near  the  present 
residence  of  J.  J>.  I bill.  Prior  to  that  instruc- 
tions were  given  in  a private  house  in  the  vicinity 
of  McKee’s  by  Daniel  Bohrcr,  . subsequently  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  who  died  in  1880.  1 1 is  -nil 

James  and  his  sister  are  school-teachers  at  pres- 
ent. In  18  l,“>  the  old  school-house  was  demol- 
ished and  another  erected,  w hich  was  also  torn 
(low'll,  and  the  brick  structure  erected  which  b 
now  used  for  the  public  school. 

There  are  now'  in  the  township  six  school- 
houses.  d’lie  value  ol  school  property  is  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  houses  are  in  good  condition  and  thev 
are  nearly  all  furnished  with  patented  desks. 
Phe  present  board  of  school  directors  are  pro- 
gressive and  intelligent  men  and  are  here  given 
— Henry  Hendrick,  president;  J.  B.  Mall, 
secretary;  II.  (A  ShalTer,  treasurer;  Messrs. 
Sepkicher,  Troutman  and  Houser. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

.MIDDLE  CREEK  TOW  NS  II  MV 

At  the  December  term  of  the  Union  County 
court,  in  I 8.47,  the  inhabitants  of  part  of  Wash- 
ington, Centre  and  Penn  townships  petitioned 
for  a new  township.  Phe  viewers  appointed 
were  Joseph  Stillwell,  Ner  Middleswarth  and 
Valentine  Haas,  who  made  their  report  to  May 
term,  1888,  with  the  following  specifications: 

“ Beginning  on  the  line  of  Union  Township  on  the 
farm  ol  - BeiLzel,  (lienee  through  Penn  township 
South  tt°  East,  1252  perches,  to  a Pine  near  Snyder’s 
.Mill;  I lienee  across  M iddle  ( 'reek  South  5.7  West,  2.1 
perches  to  a (him  on  the  mountain  between  .Middle 

1 tiy  Horace  Allemiui,  Esq. 
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Creek  iuul  I'Yt'elmrg ; thence  along  the  same  South 
3-U  West,  IlliO  porches  to  a < llicst.mil  Oak;  tlicncc 
through  Washington  and  (Vutiv  townships,,  including 
tlie  farm  of  Michael  Kleekncr,  North,  Ml!2  perches 
to  the  line  of  Union  township  between  John  lierhaji 
and  John  linkers;  thence  along  the  said  line  to  the 
j j keginning.  And  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  territory 
b included  within  said  lines  ought  to  he  erected  into  a 
!;]  si  m rate  township,  to  he  called  Middle  ( Veek.” 

Tin's  report  was  < '< it i (i ri i u;< T til  | *1  (;i n In* r term 

Lot  court,  ISAS.  Middle  ( ’reek  townshi  |>  ns  tints 
|j  erected  was  almost  twice  as  large  as  tit  present. 

I poll  the  formation  of' Jackson  township  ( 1 No.'}) 
iietirlv  the  one-hall’  was  taken  from  tin;  nortli- 
' ecu  end  of  M iddle  ( 'reek. 
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I N 1)1  A N N A It  i:  \ti  \-  t :s. 

W it hin  the  lionndaries  of  this  township  there 
occurred  one  ol  I he  many  eold-hlooded  massacres 
incident  to  the  period  of  our  first  pioneers.  In 
ITS  I,  as  nearly  as  can  he  ascertained,  there 
resided,  about  seven  miles  west  of  Selin’s  ( Jrove 
nil  t he  Hurt h side  ol  M iddle  ( Jrcek,  a family  by 
the  name  of  Stock  (Stuck).  Through  some  cause 
Stock  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Indi- 
ans. One  day  while  Stock  and  three  of  his  sons 
were  at  work  together  in  a field,  clearing  out 
the  timber,  a party  of  about  thirty  Indians  ap- 
proached, having  been  attracted  by  the  sound 
of  the  ax;  and  from  one  of  the  hill-tops  sur- 
rounding, beheld  the  objects  of  their  hatred. 
Seeing  that  Stock  and  his  sons  were  stout  men, 
well  armed  and  on  their  guard,  the  Indians  left 
them  undisturbed  and  passed  on  to  the  house. 
Upon  nearing  the  dwelling  they  saw  another  son 
plowing  in  the  held  close  by,  whom  they  in- 
stantly  shot.  This  son  had  that  day  been  to 
mill,  at  what  is  now  Honor’s  Mill,  in  Franklin. 
Hurrying  toward  the  house,  with  their  fiendish 
yell,  they  seized  the  terrified  and  helpless  women, 
Mrs.  Stock  and  her  daughter-in-law.  The 
mother,  grabbing  a canoe  pole,  bravely  defended 
herself  in  that  desperate  struggle,  as  she  sought 
to  reach  her  husband  and  sons  in  the  clearing, 
hut  the  fatal  stroke  of  the  tomahawk  ended  her 
life,  and  she  was  immediately  scalped.  The 
premises  were  plundered.  They  then  started 
oil",  dragging  the  daughter-in-law  with  them, 
intending  to  make  her  their  captive.  Hut  so 
overcome  was  she  with  terror  at  what  she  be- 
held and  experienced,  that  consciousness  forsook 


her.  Seeing  that  their  flight  would  thus  be  re- 
tarded, they  dragged  her  into  the  woods  and  killed 
and  scalped  her.  What  a picture  met  the  eyes  of 
j therein  ruing  laborers!  lOxpeelingthe  weleomeof 
I his  heroic  wife  and  the  refreshing  comforts  of 
| their  frugal  meal  and  humble  cot,  (lies  beheld 
a sight  that  might  well  sicken  their  very  hearts, 
flic  alarm  was  ; 1 1.  once  given.  Three  experi- 
enced I iidian-hiiulers,  Grove,  Hence  and  Stroll, 
led  in  rapid  pursuit.  Though  lleeing  rapidly, 
they  were  overtaken  before  they  reached  New 
York  Slate.  The  Indians  had  settled  for  the 
night  around  their  camp-fire,  and,  in  their  sup- 
posed security,  were  narrating  and  reciting  the 
scenes  of  their  murder.  Suddenly  the  attack 
of  their  pursuers  was  made,  and  so  unexpected 
was  it  that  many  ol  the  Indians  were  killed  and 
the  rest  put  to  precipitous  flight.  Upon  the 
return  of  the  whites  the  exhibition  of  the  numer- 
ous Indian  scalps  made  it  manifest  that  the 
Stock  massacre  had  been  avenged. 

Another  object  .of"  interest  associated  with  the 
times  when  the  red  men  roved  our  forests,  is  the 
old  log  fort,  still  standing  in  this  township. 
Along  the  public  road  leading  from  Selin’s 
Grove  to  Middleburg,  at  the  west  end  of 
Ivreamer  (Smith’s  Grove),  on  the  south  side  of 
the  road,  there  is  a low  log  building.  Upon 
closer  examination  a heavy  plank  floor  about 
seven  feet  from  the  ground  is  noticed.  On  the 
second  story  are  two  openings,  eight  by  twelve 
inches,  the  one  to  the  north,  the  other  lacing 
| south.  This  relic  of  Indian  times  is  still  in  a 
remarkably  good  state  of  preservation.  When 
attacks  were  made  by  the  savages  the  w hite  set- 
tlers gathered  here  for  protection  and  defense, 
flic  marks  of  determined  assaults  are  still  visi- 
ble, since  many  of  the  logs  are  full  of  the  im- 
prints of  arrows. 

I ’ion  KICKS. — Among  the  first,  settlers  in  this 
locality  were  the  Stocks,  Frederick  Ucitzel, 
Frederick  Lentz,  the  Wcrtzes,  I lenry  Wetzel, 
Seibers  and  Sehoeh.  The  names  of  many  of  the 
early  settlers  will  be  found  in  the  history  of 
I’onn  township,  which  formerly  embraced  Mid- 
dle ( ’reek. 

I N ll  A III  r.\  NTS  IN  1 S to.  A 1 1 i:i  1 1 ;i  1 1 1 Itclgey,  slioc- 
maker;  h rederiek  liolig,  funner;  Peter  liolig,  carp- 
enter; hYedriick  liolig,  Jr.,  carpenter;  Henry 
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Hoi i nger,  laborer;  l''reil click  Bans,  lurnier;  John 
Bishop,  limner;  Frederick  Bilgcr,  limner;  .lacoh 
liolig,  carpenter ; Ghurlrs  Bcnler,  limner;  John 
Gourluey,  justice  of  peace;  William  Courtney, 
tinnier;  John  I Umkleherger,  blacksinilli ; John  Dan- 
lunnan,  farmer;  Michael  I Lunins,  shoemaker ; Jacob 
Dinnius,  farmer;  Jacob  Deitriek,  farmer;  William, 
John  ami  Joseph  Duck,  laborers;  George  Dauhci- 
inan,  plough-maker;  Ghrislian  Dauhermau,  mason; 
George  Fugle,  I'ariner;  lieiiry  Frdley,  farmer;  John 
Frdley,  hlaeksmilh ; Michael  Frdley,  farmer;  Jacob 
Frdley,  farmer;  Charles  Fryman,  saddler;  Jacob 
Grecnoiigh,  miller;  Lewis  llueter,  farmer;  Benjamin 
llummel,  shoemaker;  Solomon  Hummel,  larmer; 
George  llummel,  farmer  ; Samuel  I lendricks,  fanner ; 
Abraham  Hendricks,  weaver;  Daniel  Kessler,  shoe- 
maker; Jacob  Kessler,  farmer ; John  Kessler,  black- 
smith; John  K line,  farmer ; Michael  Keek,  farmer; 
Charles  Keck,  single;  Daniel,  I ’hi  lip,  John  and 
Henry  Krause,  farmers;  John,  farmer;  Benjamin, 
single;  A ndrew,  tailor,  and  Daniel,  single;  K reamer, 
Samuel  and  Flies  Krause,  single;  Adam  Klingler, 
Frederick,  John  and  Samuel  Leil/.el,  farmers;  Jacob 
Mohr,  farmer;  Michael  Neiman,  farmer;  Henry 
l’outius,  farmer;  Deter,  (leorge,  Henry,  Jr.,  Adam, 
Samuel  and  Andrew  Hontius;  George  lien  i nger, 
mason;  Henry  and  Samuel  Keif/anan,  farmers  ; Jacob 
Snyder,  Michael  Speelit,  Samuel  and  Michael  Snyder, 
farmers;  George  Slroub,  farmer;  Michael  Schocli, 
farmer;  Jacob  Schocli,  Jr.,  farmer;  Conrad  Stock, 
justice  of  peace;  John  Stroub,  farmer;  John  Shader, 
farmer;  Adam  Sower,  single;  Levi  Stock,  tanner; 
Marcus  Tlirecfoot,  innkeeper;  Henry  Wetzel,  black- 
smith; Samuel  Yoder,  farmer;  Henry  Verger, 
farmer;  Daniel  Zeiber,  farmer;  Jacob  Zeiber,  single. 

IxDtrsTitiKS. — In  1788  there  was  a saw-mill 
owned  and  operated  by  Ilenrv  Meiscr.  About 
this  same  time  a frame  grist  mill  was  Imill  on  the 
south  side  of  Middle  Creek,  at  what  is  now 
known  as  Meiser’s  Station,  on  the  S.  W L. 
R.  R.,  and  as  Globe  Mills  post-office. 

lint  its  old  burrs  and  wooden  machinery  be- 
came worn,  hence  in  1 8 So  the  mill  was  replaced 
by  a large  and  modern  brick  one,  built  by 
Samuel  II.  Yoder.  This  new  mill  has  the 
latest  and  most  approved  machinery,  and  is  ex- 
cellently situated  for  shipping  purposes. 

A short  distance  from  k reamer,  on  the  north 
side  of  .Middle  ( ’reek,  stood  a small  log  factory, 
which  was  owned  and  operated  In  Henry 
W etzel,  Sr.,  at  this  place.  ( < nil-barrels,  scythes 
and  sickle-blades  were  made.  The  property  now 
belongs  to  his  son,  Henry  N.  W etzel,  who,  for 
twe  terms,  served  as  county  commissioner. 

At  the  present  day  a number  of  the  citizens 


of  tin*  township  find  employment  in  rebuilding 
and  repairing  the  railroad  which  passes  through 
the  township.  'This  branch  of  industry  is  under 
the  efficient  management  of  Samuel  I lol  linger, 
residing  at  k reamer,  and  who  has  the  super- 
vision of  that  section. 

k t: i ; \ m i : i : . Since  the  opening  ol  the  Sun 
bury  and  Lewislown  I tail  road  I lure  has  sprung 
into  existence  <piite  a settlement,  known  n- 
lx  reamer.  The  growth  of  it  is  due  to  the 
mining  of  iron  ore  from  the  hills  close-hv  to 
the  south.  From  this  point  the  ore  is  shipped 
to  the  different  centres  of  manufacture.  Tin- 
place. sometimes  called  Smith’s  ( 1 rove,  in  honor 
of  Jacob  A.  Smith,  now'  has  a population  of 
about  eighty  persons.  It  also  contains  an 
Kvangelieal  ( 'hureh,  1 mi  It  in  1872,  a tavern, 
two  general  stores, — Smith’s  established  about 
1 8 7 < > , and  Jacob  1 1 um mi  I ’s  established  in  I S ,S . > ; 
a blacksmith-shop,  shoemaker-shop,  and  several 
other  industries.  Dr.  J.  .\.  Seip  is  the  physi- 
cian of  the  place.  The  “ Half-way  House,” 
situated  hall-wav  between  Selin’s  Grove  and 
Middleburg  stood  here.  'Township  elections 
are  held  at  K reamer  and  in  the  days  of  “ bat- 
talions ” and  “ Flying-horses,”  it  was  a scene  of 
mirth  and  hilarity.  'This  hotel  is  now  con- 
ducted by  Samuel  Rumbaiigh.  'The  post-olliee 
was  established  hereabout  18G0,  the  appoint- 
ments to  which  have  been  held  by  Jacob  A. 

! Smith,  and  his  daughter,  Lydia  K.  Smith. 

Ski  UK  it’s  Ciirncti  stands  a short  distance 
south  of  Globe  Mills,  and  was  dedicated  .May 
28,  1810.  The  ministers  at  the  dedicatory  ser-  > 
vices  were  Revs.  d.  <1.  Anspaeh  and  J.  1*. 
Shindci,  of  the  Lutheran  denomination,  and 
A.  Ik  Gasper  of  the  Reformed.  The  name 
given  fo  the  church  was  Si.  1‘eler’s  ( 'Inircli. 
The  first  ministers  were  Rev.  * I*.  Shindel  I 

(Lutheran),  and  A.  Ik  Gasper  (Reformed). 
Among  the  first  church  members  were  Michael 
Schocli,  Sr.,  ( ico.  J.  Schocli,  John  Kline,  ( Murad 
Stock,  A ngsf.ead  ( h'bagast,  Mathias  J )aul>eriiiau, 
Alnaham  I lendricks, Michael  lveck, and  tin*  Kcs- 
I sler  family,  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  ; and 
i Danii  l Scibcr,  I’hilip  Seiber  and  Samuel  Yoder 
and  family,  of  the  Reformed  congregation.  1 he 
first  communion  was  lie  Id  May  Ml,  1811,  when  ' 
eighty-live  members  participated,  sixty-live  ol 
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' whom  wore  I ml  hcrans  mid  twenty  Reformed. 

Roth  ministers  were  present  and  assisted  in  the 
I services.  Rev.  Shindel  continued  to  serve  this 
I people  until  I S do,  d urine-  which  time  the 
Lutheran  congregation  increased  to  one  hundred 
| and  sevent v-live.  On  dune  21,  I8n(>,  Uev. 

3 Shindel  was  recalled,  and  continued  to  serve 
the  Lutheran  eone-ree-ation  until  May,  1 S 6 ( > . 

The  successive  pastors  were  Revs,  h rederiek 
Kuthrauf,  R.  Orwig,  Richard  Lazarus,  A.  Lr- 
Iemnyer  and  daeoh  L.  Wampolo,  who  is  at 
\ present  preaching  liei'e. 

Fudi.ky’s  (’in  mu  is  situated  on  the  pul »- 
! lie  road  leading  from  k reamer  to  New  Ecrlin, 
owned  conjointly  hy  the  Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed denomination.  I he  church  was  Imilt 
1 and  dedicated  in  I8u7.  At  the  dedicatory  ser- 
vices Rev.  Or.  dohn  ( ’.  liucher,  father  ot  the 
present  Judge  l iucher,  was  present  in  behalf  ol 
||  (he  Reformed  congregation,  and  the  Rev.  Reuben 
W’eiscr  in  behalf  of  the  Lutheran  membership. 
The  proper  name  ol  the  church  is,  “St.  Raul’s 
('hurch.”  At  the  present  time  Rev.  daeob  L. 
Wampolc  is  the  Lutheran  pastor,  and  the  Rev. 
jj  T.  R.  Dietz  the  Reformed  pastor.  The  mem- 
bership at  the  present  time  is  about  thirty  Re- 
? formed  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  Luth- 
| eran. 

I Educational. — There  are  four  public- 
schools  in  this  township,  with  an  average-  attend- 
ance of  one  hundred  and  si  \ ly-fou  r scholars,  The 
average  salary  paid  teachers  is  tsventy-two  dol- 
lars per  month.  The  schools  are  taught  live 
months  in  the  term.  'The  annual  expenditures 
are  from  five  hundred  and  I illy  dollars  to  six 
hundred  dollars,  w hich  are  promptly  met,  leav- 
ing thedistrict  clear  of  all  liabilities. 

? Justices  of  the  peace  commissioned  since  1X5)5  were 
| M.  I Liubenium,  A pril  to,  1X55;  Levi  Lcilv.cl,  April 
10,  I X55 ; ,1 . M . 1 >:i ii henna ii,  A pril  10,  1 SliO  ; Levi  LeiL- 
zel,  April  to,  lNlil  ; Reiihen  I >.  Walter,  April  10,  1 Stitt; 
Henry  Scliocli,  April  10,  IStiti;  Levi  Leit.zel,  April  0, 
1S07;  Lewis  Amig,  April  I,  IS7I  ; Levi  Leil/el,  A pril 
tl,  1872;  Reuben  L>.  Walter,  March  II,  IS74;  A.  It. 
Keck,  March  11,1870;  Levi  Leit/.el,  March  17,  1877; 
John  < ).  Keeler,  March  8,  1880;  Philip  Roush,  No- 
vember it,  1880;  J.  S.  Wciser,  April  0,  1881  ; (!.  E. 
(ilass,  March  7,  1882;  A.  ( l-'iehls,  April  18,  1885. 

The  present  population  of  the  township  num- 
bers seven  hundred  and  (ifty. 


C II  A RT  F R X \r  I I . 

FRANKLIN  TOWNSHIP.1 

d ll  I’,  first  effort  to  erect  this  township,  by 
dividing  Centre,  was  made  in  1 822,  when,  at 
the  December  term  of  court,  held  tit  New  Eer- 
lin,  a petition  was  presented,  setting  forth, — 

“That  Centre  township  was  about  12  miles  in 
length  and  S in  breadth,  and  that  the  inhabitants  ol 
Centre  and  West  Buffalo  townships  were  much  incon- 
venienced by  the  extent  of  t lie  election  district,  and 
that  a new  township,  composed  of  parts  of  Centre 
ami  West  Buffalo,  would  he  of  great  benefit.” 

Frederick  Gutelius,  Robert  .Marker  and  Rob- 
ert Foster  were  appointed  to  view  the  same  and 
report.  At  September  term  following  their  re- 
port was  presented,  and  with  it  a draft  of  the 
proposed  new  township.  Examination  of  tliis- 
draft  will  show  that  the  new  township  was  to 
he  when;  Centre  now  is,  while  Centre  was  to 
In*  south  of  Franklin.  A report  was  presented 
S to  the  court,  hut  it  did  not  effect  the  desired 
result,  and  nothing  further  was  done  until,  in 
May,  f 8R0,  when  John  Roe  key  presented  a 
petition  to  the  court,  reciting  that,  as  the  town- 
ship of  Centre  was  so  large  and  extensive  in 
territory,  he,  as  constable,  could  not  attend  to 
all  the  duties,  and  asking  that  James  Walls  he 
appointed  as  deputy.  The  appointment  was 
made.  At  August  term,  1842,  another  peti- 
tion was  oili-red,  and  James  Madden,  Joseph 
Stillwell  ami  John  Foster  were  appointed 
' viewers.  At  September  term,  1842,  they  made 
! report  that  they  had  run  a line  of  a new  town- 
ship, which  they  requested  to  he  called 
! “ Franklin.” 

The  boundaries  described  for  the  new  town- 
ship embraced  Centre  township.  To  this  re- 
port objections  were  made  and  remonstrances 
tiled,  and  the  report  was  not  continued.  ( hi 
l February  28,  I Sb.4,  James  F.  Linn,  John 
Sehoch  and  John  Gundy  were  appointed  com- 
missioners and  made  a report,  that,  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  order  of  court  to  divide  Centre  town- 

1 Tin-  notes  for  tin;  history  of  Franklin,  Centre,  Heaver, 
West  Heaver,  Adams,  and  Spring  townships,  and  for  the 
borough  of  Middletown,  were  collected  by  U.  C.  Gutelius 
I and  Dr.  J.  Y.  Shindel,  of  Middleburg. 
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ship,  they  ran  a line,  embracing  the  present 
township,  and  made  a report  which  was  con- 
firmed May  2S,  1 Sod.  Thus,  after  a period  of 
thirty-one  years  from  the  first  effort,  the  town- 
ship was  erected 

E.vni.v  Srrn.Kits. — John  Yost  Kern,  who 
was  born  at  Ercisehhaeli,  (lermany,  in  the  year 
1 7 l(i,  ami  who  was  married  to  leave  Mary 
Weiss,  emigrated,  in  the  year  1771,  to 
America,  and  settled  in  the  Middle  ( 'reek 
Valley,  on  territory  now  composing  the  town- 
shipof  P'ra  1 1 k 1 i 1 1 . ( )n  t he  i It  h of  June,  177i, 

he  obtained  a warrant  on  certain  lands,  in  pur- 
suance of  which  a survey  was  made,  September 
7,  I 77b,  of  land  adjoining  lands  of  John  ( icorge 
Eslingcr,  Leonard  I )iehl,  Jacob  Walter  and 
others,  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
live  and  a half  acres.  Mere  he  settled  and 
commenced  improvements.  ( > 1 1 the  blsl  ot 
Meeembcr,  I SOo,  these  lands  were  conveyed  to 
hi*  son,  John  Kern.  The  larger  part  of  this 
tract  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Henry  M. 
Ixearick. 

At  the  time  .Lilian  Yost  Kern  settled  here, 
Indians  roamed  through  the  valleys  in  great 
numbers.  When  at  work  in  the  field,  the 
rille  was  an  indispensable  protection  to  the 
settler.  Johan  \ isl  Kern  died  about  LSlo,  and 
is  buried  in  the  old  grave-yard  at  I Iassinger’s 
( 'Ii ii tali,  in  I ranklin  township,  where  nearly  all 
of  the  old  pioneers  to  the  valley  are  buried, 
among  whom  we  would  incut  ion,  the  Massingers, 
Jhibbs,  Walters,  (lifts,  Swinelbrds,  Swengels, 

I low  erso.xes  and  Sm it  lis,  the  descendants  of  whom 
are st  ill  numerous  in  I he  valley.  Johan  Yost  Kern, 
and  Lave  Marv  his  wife  had  six  sons ; Henry, 
John,  Adam,  Peter,  Jacob  and  Philip;  also 
three  daughters:  Annie  Mary,  intermarried 

with  John  Waller,  Louisa  A nna,  intermarried 
w ith  Jacob  llobb,  and  ( 'hrisliana  intermarried 
with  Joseph  Waller.  These  last  two  were 
arand-pareiits  ol  ( 'harles  A.  llolendcr,  present 
treasurer  of  Snyder  ('ounty. 

Henry  Kern  lived  in  Heaver  township,  near 
Ilea vertow  n.  I Ie  died  in  Seneca  ( 'oiuily,  < )liio, 
in  LSbo,  at  the  house  ol  his  brother  Peter.  He 
was  married  to  ( 'at liarine  Lepley,  who  survived 
him  twenty  years.  I hey  had  one  son,  Henry 
Kern,  Jr.,  now  of  Meayerlow m,  an  aged  and 


highly  respected  citizen  of  the  county,  in  his 
seventy-third  year.  Their  daughters  were  seven 
in  number,  viz:  Elizabeth,  married  to  John 
Sw  inchart,  si il I resides  in  Heaver  township  and 
is  now  eighty-six  years  old  ; < ‘alhari.ie,  died 
single,  in  Heaver  township;  Mary,  married  to 
Enoch  Hick,  and  died  in  Seneca  ( Monty,  ( )liiu  ; 
Susan,  married  to  ( Icorge  Lender,  and  died  in 
Seneca  (’ounty,  Ohio;  Margaret,  married  to 
(leorge  1'all, and  died  in  Marshall  ('ounty,  link; 
Harbara,  married  to  Henry  Et/.ler,  and  died  at 
Heavertown  in  US8o;  Leah,  married  to  Martin 
Logie,  died  at  Heavertown. 

In  1 7 HO  Johan  Yost  Kern  bought  a farm 
near  what  is  now  Heavertown,  containing  one 
hundred  and  ti ft v acres,  from  John  Swift.  In 
LSI  Hi  it  was  conveyed  to  his  son  I Ienrv,  and  is  now 
owned  by  his  grand-son  Henry,  d ims  has  the 
old  homestead  remained  in  the  family  ninety-six 
years. 

John  Kern  was  married  to  Catharine  Hover 
In  1 Ml  I lie  purchased  two  farms  in  Heaver 
township,  (due  is  now  owned  by  A.  J.  Middlcs- 
warth,  and  the  other  by  John  S.  Smith.  ( )n 
the  latter  he  died  about  the  year  lS2b,  and  was 
buried  in  the  old  grave-yard  at  Massinger's 
Church,  in  Lranklin  township.  John  Kern 
had  three  sons:  John,  Jr.,  Manic)  and  (Icopm. 
John,  Jr.,  died  in  Center  County  without  issue. 
Daniel  still  resides  in  Heaver  township,  and 
(leorge  resides  in  the  Borough  of  Middleburg. 
lie  also  had  two  daughters : Elizabeth,  married 
to  John  Gift,  the  father  of  A.  K.  (lift,  Esip,  of 
Middleburg.  Catharine,  married  to  Dr.  Isaac 
Ziegler,  of  Ucbersburg  Centre  ('ounty.  She 
died  in  1 MS-1 . 

Adam  Kern,  son  of  the  original  ancestor  in 
this  country,  owned  and  occupied  a farm  in 
w hat  is  now  Adams  township.  The  larm  was 
since  divided,  John  M.  Moyer  owning  the 
eastern  part,  octal  pied  by  his  son  Harrison,  and 
tlx-  western  part  being  owned  by  D.  A.  Kern, 
where  Adam  Kern  died  at  an  advanced  age, 
and  is  buried  in  the  old  grave-yard  near  Troxel- 
ville.  Nearly  all  the  descendants  of  Adam 
Kern  moved  to  the  western  Slates.  His  sons 
were  Jacob,  John  and  Daniel. 

Peter  Kern  lived  in  Adams  township,  and 
was  a wagon-maker  by  trade. 
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Jacob  Kern  owned  iind  occupied  a farm  in 
West  Reaver  township,  oik;  mile  cast  of 
Met  'lure,  d'lie  farm  was  since  divided,  the 
eastern  part  now  being  owned  and  occupied  by 
Isaac  .Middles wart li  ; while  the  western  part  is 
now  owned  hv  Ner  15.  M iddleswarth,  the 
present  sherilf  of  Snyder  (Joiintv.  Roth  Deter 
and  Jacob  kern  emigrated  to  Seneca  ( '(unify, 
Ohio,  about  lx:!:!,  where  they  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days.  I hey  both  accumulated 
a great  deal  of  real  estate.  Many  of  their 
descendants  reside  in  Seneca  County  and  in 
del  lev ue. 

I'hilip  Kern  had  two  sons,  Reuben  and 
Michael;  also  three  daughters,  Rebecca,  Susan 
and  Marv.  lie  died  in  Reaver  township.  An 
incident  connected  with  the  early  history  of  the 
Kerns  is  as  follows:  Some  time  after  the  death 
of  .Johan  Yost  Kern,  one  of  his  sisters,  I 

Elizabeth,  widow  of- Miller  was  still  living  I 

at  l'Ycisehbaeh,  (iermaiiy.  She  wrote  to  her 
nephews  to  send  one  ol  their  number  to 
( iermanv  to  accompany  her  to  the  United  States, 
and  that  in  the  mean  time  she  would  make  her 
last  w ill  and  testament,  bequeathing  all  of  her 
estate  w hich  was  considerable,  to  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  her  brother,  .Johan osl.  She  slated 
that  as  her  relations  in  the  old  country  were 
verv  distant,  and  few  in  number,  she  wished  to 
live  the  remainder  of  her  life  among  her 
kindred  in  the  United  States.  Henry,  the 
father  of  our  present  llenry  Kern,  ol’  Reaver- 
town,  was  selected,  who,  with  a power  of 
attorney  to  collect  the  legacies  in  ease  their  aunt 
should  be  dead,  started  upon  his  voyage  to  the 
Fatherland.  This  power  of  attorney  is  still  in 
the  bearer’s  possession,  ami  is  dated  April  'id, 
IS2I.  In  the  fall  of  1X21  I Ienry  arrived  in 
(iermanv.  For  some,  cause  his  aunt,  Islizabeth 
Miller,  was  not  ready  to  go,  and  he  returned 
without  her.  In  IX2:>  he  made  a second  trip. 
She  had  then  converted  all  her  estate  into 
money, and  was  ready  to  go. 

Her  money  was  exchanged  for  Bibles,  Testa- 
ments and  clocks  by  her  nephew.  The  clocks 
were  maim  fact  ured  at  Rlaek  Forest,  {Srlunirr: 
iru/d).  I1  poll  their  arrival  in  America  these 
articles  were  sold,  and  thus  was  realized  quite 
an  amount  of  wealth  lor  (hat  day.  Many  ol 


these  clocks  are  yet  in  good  running  order,  and 
at,  this  day  have  become  heir-looms,  highly- 
prized.  Upon  her  arrival  Mrs.  Miller  first 
lived  with  her  nephew  .John,  on  the  farm  now' 
owned  by  .John  S.  Smith.  .John  died  soon  alter 
she  came,  when  she  made  her  home  w ith  Adam, 
and  died  at  his  house  at  an  advanced  age.  She 
is  buried  in  the  old  M usser’s  Valley  grave-vard, 
near  'I’roxel  villc.  This  old  < ierman  lady  had 
many  peculiarities.  Where  she  came  from 
nothing  was  wasted.  \\  lien  her  nephew  .John 
was  making  clearings,  cutting  down  the  pine 
timber  and  burning  it  in  log  fires,  this  old  lady 
would  often  exclaim,  “ It  is  a sin  to  so  burn  this 
nice  wood,”  or,  in  her  native  tongue,  es  ixf  tine 
si'md  clax  nchone  holt::  no  ~u  verhrenen. 

In  1771  .John  Smith,  the  great-grand  fat  iier 
ofT.  J.  Smith,  Fsq.,  of  Middleburg,  came  from 
lauieaster  County  and  purchased  the  Hopewell 
tract,  of  two  hundred  and  eight  acres,  R ing  on 
the  south  side  o(  Middle  Cree  k.  lie  creeled  a 

cabin,  dug  a well  and  planted  an  orchard. 
Scarcely  had  he  made  these  improvements  w hen, 
on  account  of  the  interference  of  the  Indians  he 
wasobligcd  to  return  to  I /monster  ( Anility.  Nine 
years  later  he  again  returned  to  his  new  home 
and  found  his  cabin  and  well  in  good  condition 
and  the  orchard  in  full  bloom.  'This  tract  was 
now  divided  into  two  farms.  From  .John  Smith 
it  passed  to  his  son  (ieorge,  then  to  his  grand- 
sons Henry  A.  and  .John  A.,  and  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  great-grandchildren,  T.  ,J. 
Smith  and  his  sister. 

Raul  Rowersox  came  to  this  county  from 
( iermanv  about  1772.  lie  is  the  progenitor  of 
all  the  Rowcrso.xes  in  this  section  of  the  State 
and  is  now  represented  by  his  great-great-grand- 
children. He  had  six  sons — Michael,  Renjamin, 
David,  .John,  (ieorge  and  .laeoh — and  three 
daughters,  each  of  w hom  was  married  to  a min- 
ister of  the  ( iospel. 

.Jacob  Walter  was  born  in  (iermanv  in  1727, 
and  the  Walters  in  this  township,  as  well 
as  in  the  county,  are  all  his  descendants.  lie 
lived  one  mile  west  of  Middleburg,  where  the 
Swanns  now  live.  For  many  years  all  ministers 
coming  to  this  valley  held  services  at  his  house. 

Aliout  I7(!X  there  emigrated  from  ( iermanv 
to  America  three  (iil’t  brothers,—  Deter,  Nieho- 
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las  and  John  A.  Shortly  after  landing  at  Phil- 
adelphia they  settled  at  Reading.  Peter  was  a 
clock -maker,  and  s|icnt  his  whole  life  at  Read- 
ing, engaged  in  his  cal  line'.  N ielmlas  soon  lell 
Reading,  and,  locating  at  what  is  now  h'ranklin 
County,  devoted  his  at (e n I ion  to  agricultural 
mi i rsi i i t s.  John  A.  left  Reading  in  the  year 
1771,  and  settled  in  Middle  ( 'reek  \ a I hw,  then 
( 'utnberland  County,  on  the  left  hank  of  Mid- 
dle Creek,  three  miles  west  of  where  Middle- 
burg  now  stands.  This  farm  is  now  occupied 
by  Adam  li.  W alter.  In  1708,  John  A.  (lift 
also  bought  a limn  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
same  stream,  a little  west  of  where  now  stands 
Paxtonville.  flic  hulk  of  this  last-mentioned 
farm  is  now  owned  by  Aaron  K.  Gift. 

This  early  pioneer,  and  progenitor  of  the  Gift 
family  in  this  county,  had  three  sons, — Jacob, 
Anthony  and  Jeremiah,  the  grandfather  of  A. 
K.  Gift.  T here  were  also  several  daughters. 
Jacob  was  killed  bv  the  Indians  in  1770,  at 
Fort  Freeland.  The  two  surviving  sons  became 
the  owners  of  the  farms  above  mentioned,  An- 
thony being  the  owt  er  of  the  farm  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  creek,  and  Jeremiah  the  one  on  the 
right  bank,  near  I’axtonville.  Jeremiah  (lift 
was  married  to  Catharine  Kline,  one  of  the 
ancestors  of  the  Kline  family,  living  in  the 
west  end  of  the  county.  lie  was  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  and  a man  possessed  of 
some  scholarly  attainments,  studious,  and  a 
great  reader.  In  his  younger  days  he  taught 
school,  not  in  the  comfortable  buildings,  with  | 
well-furnished  rooms,  as  of  to-day,  but  in  log- 
cabins. 

lie  died  in  18  18,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years,  leaving  six  sons, — Jonathan,  John, 
Simon,  Michael,  Jacob  and  Daniel  ; also  three 
daughters, — llebecea,  Rayburn.  and  Flizabelh. 

In  1826,  John  Gif!  was  married  to  Kli/.abelh 
Kern.  Their  issue  were  Aaron  K.,  \\  illiam 
I).,  Amelia  and  Uarbara  IT  Moth  died  in 
Franklin  township,  the  father  in  LSlili  and  the 
mother  in  1876,  at  her  son  W illiam’s  residence. 

Aaron  K.  Gift,  the  surveyor,  who  now  lives 
at  Middleburg,  son  of  John  and  Klizabeth 
Gift,  was  born  in  Franklin  township,  Novem- 
ber lit,  1 887,  on  the  farm  purchased  by  his 
grandfather  in  175)8.  lie  studied  surveying  i 


I with  the  late  lion.  Samuel  A Neman,  and  taught 
| school  from  18  17  to  187)0.  In  18.55  lie  wa> 
married  to  Miss  Amelia  lower,  a daughter  of 
John  and  Catharine  (( lemberling)  I {over,  resi- 
dents ol  Franklin  township,  near  I {oyer’s 
Rridge,  lour  miles  west  of  Middleburg.  Mrs. 
(lift  is  a great-granddaughter  of  Christopher 
Royer,  who  came  to  this  count rv  I roiu  Germany 
in  17  18.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion 
Mr.  Gift  was  actively  engaged  in  farming  and 
surveying. 

In  June,  1868,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
Thirtieth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Militia,  Colonel  W illiam  Monies  commanding. 
An  account  of  the  movements  of  this  regiment 
during  the  war  will  be  found  in  the  General 
1 1 istory. 

George  Kremer  occupied  a conspicuous  posi- 
tion in  the  early  days  of  Union  County,  and 
lived  for  manv  years  at  Lewisburgh,  and 
in  his  later  life  on  a farm  near  Middleburg, 
Snyder  (Vanity,  where  lie  died  September  10, 
1851,  aged  .seventy-nine  years.  lie  was  the 
son  of  Jacob  Kremer,  and  was  born  at  Middle- 
town,  Dauphin  County,  November  21,  1775. 

1 1 is  father  (Jacob  Kremer)  and  uncle  (I’etcr 
Shuster)  came  from  Germany,  w here  the  latter 
had  been  in  the  military  service.  General  Sinis- 
ter kept  a store  in  Middletown  and  young 
Kremer  been  me.  his  clerk,  and,  in  1702,  went  to 
Selin’s  Grove,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
his  uncle,  Simon  Snyder,  afterwards  Governor, 
w ho  then  carried  on  a grist-mill,  store,  farm  and 
warehouse.  I le  remained  in  Selin’s  ( Jrovc  until 
1806,  when  he  removed  to  Lewisburgh,  then 
called  Derrstown,  and  started  a store  there  in 
1808,  which  he  continued  until  1827.  lie  was 
ideeled  to  the  Lcgislaf  lire  i 1 1 I8l2and  I 8 I 8.  In 
18  16  he.  was  a candidate  lor  Congress,  but  was 
defeated  ; not  discouraged,  he  again  became  a 
candidate,  and  was  re-elected  to  Congress  in  the 
fall  of  1822,  and  re-elected  in  I 82  I,  and  served 
two  terms,  extending  from  I 828  to  1827.  The 
district  was  composed  of  l nion,  Northumberland 
and  seven  other  counties  joined  together  for  the 
election  ol  three  members. 

Mr.  Kremer,  in  his  second  term  in  Congress, 
became  involved  in  a dispute,  which  brought 
him  into  public  notice,  of  which  a storv  is  related 
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In’ John  W.  I 'ui'iii'V,  in  1 i is  “ A tieedoles  of  1 ‘ub- 
' lie  Men.” ' 

Mr.  A.  F.  Guss,  in  an  article  upon  Mr. 
Kremcr,  gives  (lie  incident  from  liteO  obtained 
! from  the  Con<rre.ssional  Dehates." 


1 A good  story  is  told  of  (lie  oel td >i'!i t oil  George  Kremcr, 
wild  figured  conspicuously  during  the  " bargain  and  sale’ 
excitement  about  t lie  time  Horny  ('lay  was  appointed  Sec- 
retary of  State  liy  President  John  Ipuncy  Adams.  Mr. 
Kraner  represented  the  old  Union  and  Northumberland 
Congressional  district  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a fine  type 
nf  the  primitive  manners  and  rugged  Democracy  of  that 
period.  He  was  firmly  convinced  that  Mr.  (day  threw  his 
influence  against  General  Jackson,  by  which  (he  electoral 
vote  of  Kentucky  was  given  to  Mr.  Adams,  for  a considcr- 
ation  ; and  when  the  first  place  in  the  Cabinet  was  tendered 
to  and  accepted  by  the  Kentucky  statesman,  honest  George 
j:  “ cried  aloud  and  spared  not Tins  sensation  he  created 

I disturbed  the  politics  of  the  whole  country,  and  led  to 
. . ‘ 

| many  differences  between  public  men.  John  Kandolph,  of 

| Ifoanok e,  dilated  upon  the  accusation  against  (day  to  such 
; im  extent  that  the  new  Secretary  id'  Stale  was  compelled 
j to  challenge  him  to  mortal  combat.  lint  I do  not.  propose 
9 to  write  a chapter  on  the  “bargain  and  sale.”  I write 
j simply  to  revive  an  incident  between  Kandolph  and  Kro- 
ner, characteristic  of  both. 

Alter  one  of  the.  peculiar  speeches  of  the  eccentric  Vir- 
p giniun,  which  lie  interlarded  with  copious  quotations  in 
Latin  and  Greek,  Kremcr  rose,  and,  in  a strain  of  wcll- 
1 acted  indignation,  poured  forth  a torrent  of  Pennsylvania 
German  upon  the  head  of  the  amazed  and  startled  Kan- 
’ ihdpli.  His  violent  gesticulations,  his  loud  and  boisterous 
tones,  his  defiant  manner  were  not  more,  annoying  to  the 
imperious  Southerner  I Inin  the  fact  that  he  could  not  under- 
stand a word  that  was  spoken.  And  when  honest  George 
took  his  seat,  covered  with  perspiration,  Kandolph  rose 
mid  begged  the  honorable  gentleman  front  Pennsylvania  to 
j enlighten  the  House  and  the  country  by  translating  what 
he  had  just  uttered.  Kremcr  retorted  as  follows:  “ 1 have 
only  to  say,  in  reply  to  my  friend  from  Virginia,  that 
when  he  translates  the  dead  languages,  which  he  is  con- 
stantly using  for  the  benefit  of  us  country  members,  info 
something  like  Kttglisli,  1 will  be  equally  liberal . in  trans- 
lating my  living  Pennsylvania  Hutch  into  something  that 
the  House  can  understand.”  The  laugh  was  completely 
against.  Kandolph. 

j - • * It.  is  related  that  in  a healed  debate  some  member  id 
j the  House,  in  opposition  to  Kr.mier's  views,  made  a 
beautiful  speech,  closing  with  a.  Katin  quotation,  where- 
upon Kremcr  quickly  retorted  that,  all  that  amounted  to 
milbing,  I lull  lie  could  show  him  a trick  worth  two  of 
that,  and  Commenced  to  hurl  at.  hint  1 Pennsylvania 
Dutch,’  to  the  great  amusement  of  the  House. 

•'  An  examination  of  the  Congressional  Debates  shows  the 
story  about  quoting  German  to  be  well  founded.  It  was 
March  1(1,  IH'JI,  on  a clause  in  the  general  appropriation 
bill  to  grant  $ Jo, 000  for  the  erection,  of  the  north  portico 
of  the  While  House.  Mr.  Cushman,  of  Maine,  in  bis 
speech  said  : 1 I ask , in  I be  language  of  the  Roman  orator. 
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Upon  his  retirement  from  Congress  he  pur- 
chased ahont  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
Franklin  township,  near  MitldKburg,  and 
moved  his  film i I from  Lewislnirgh  to  the  farm 
April  2,  1827,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
September  10,  186  1.  Mr.  Jvremer,  on  the  27th 
of  May,  1811,  married  Catharine,  the  only 
daiitditer  of  Colonel  Frederick  Fvans.  She 
was  a woman  of  fine  culture  and  of  extraordin- 
urv  memory.  She  died  at  Aliddlelmrg,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1880.  Samuel  ( ).  Kvans  married 
Amelia,  a daughter  of  George  and  Catharine 
Kremcr,  who  now  lives  on  the  Fvans  home- 
stead, in  Delaware  township,  Juniata  County. 
Mrs.  Thomas  Mower,  who  now  lives  on  the 
K renter  homestead,  near  Aliddlelmrg,  is  also  a 
daughter.  Airs.  Mower  lias  in  her  possession  a 
pamphlet  of  twentv-five  pages,  which  contains 
a copy  of  his  letter  dated  Washington,  January 
25,  1825,  published  in  the  ('oliunbian  when  he 
was  a member  of  ( fongress,  and  iu  which  lie 
explained  the  bargain  and  sale  alleged  to  have 
been  entered  into  by  John  < Quincy  Adams  and 
Heurv  Clay  in  order  to  defeat  General  Jack- 
son’s  claim  to  the  Presidency.  Also  a card 
from  Henry  Clay,  published  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  dated  January  31,  1825,  followed 
by  a reply  from  George  Kremcr,  and  an  appeal 
by  Henry  Clay  to  the  House,  dated  February 
3,  1825,  followed  by  Air.  Kremer’s  protest  in  a 
letter  to  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
the  charges,  dated  February  8,  1825,  and  a let- 
ter published  in  the  'Washington  (tazdte  Feb- 
ruary 2(5th,  by  Air.  Kremcr,  on  the  liberty  of 
the  press.  And  this  letter  is  followed  by  a long 
and  forcible  address  from  ATr.  lvrcmer  “ To  the 

Inti  not.  with  I lie  Mtliuc  views,  (Jinim  rrjiul/lirtnn  hunniiis? 
In  qua  iirlii’  oivumu*?'  Kriuner  in  bis  reply  said:  lie 

thought  it  (the  proposed  portico)  was  a monument  of  pride 
and  ex  I ra  vagauee  and  not.  of  republieiin  principles.  lie 
could  not  undertake  to  answer  the  gentleman's  line  speech. 
To  him  a great  pari  of  it.  was  unintelligible  and  in  reply  In 
some  quota! ions  lie  had  made  in  it,  from  a dead  language, 
lie  should  answer  in  bis  own  unit  her  t lerinnii  tongue  : • leh 
bailees  nicht  verstamlen.’  Kremcr  went  on  to  say  Hint 
the  nation  was  now  in  debt.  He  did  not  believe  that  any 
man  had  a right  to  entail  debt  on  posterity.  As  to 
this  porlioo,  it.  was,  in  bis  opinion,  as  unnecessary  as  a 
lift  It  wheel  toil  wagon,  lie  did  not  think  Congress  bad 
a right  even  to  put.  up  a necessary  building  till  we  were 
able  I o pay  for  it 
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Klccloi-s  of  I Ik;  Ninth  Gotijri'cssionul  I tislrict  of 
Pennsylvania/’  in  which  he  reviews  in  forcible 
lanyaiaet'  his  connection  with  this  transaction. 

Mr.  Kremer  was  a Quaker  in  sentiment,  and 
often  said  had  lie  lived  anionc-  (hem,  he  would 
have  attached  himsell  to  that  denomination,  as 
lie  believed  they  ("line  nearest  to  the  t caching  of 
Christ  of  any  Christian  association.  lie  made 
peace  between  two  adjoining  farmers  living  near 
Lewisbnrgh,  who  had  gone  to  law  for  some 
trivial  cause.  1 Te  went  to  the  house  of  one  of 
(lie  parties,  invited  him  to  take  a ride,  and  as 
they  passed  the  house  of  the  other,  he  proposed 
inviting  him  along,  to  which  he  consented,  and 
after  riding  a short  distance  he  proposed  resting 
under  a shade-tree.  'The  party  tied  their  horses 
and  seated  themselves,  when  Mr.  Kremer  drew 
from  his  pocket  a,  Testament,  and  read  from  the 
sixth  chapter  of  Corinthians:  “Dare  any  of 
yon  having  a matter  against  another,  go  to  law 
before  the  unjust,  and  not  before  the  saints.” 
The  contending  parties  were  church  members. 
Alter  listening  to  Mr.  Kromer’s  reasoning  they 
shook  hands,  dropped  their  controversy  and 
separated  as  friends,  lie  gave  liberally  to  the 
support  of  the  church  and  often  reproved  church 
members  for  the  small  support  they  gave  to 
the  Christian  ministry.  I Te  was  a devoted  friend 
to  Kev.  Pries  and  ltev.  Wm.  German.  On  one 
occasion  he  ellected  a reconciliation  between 
Rev.  Pries  and  some  members  of  his  congrega- 
tion, who  had  become  dissatisfied  at  Rev.  Pries’ 
plainness  of  speech. 

Prcderick  Pvans  settled  in  Union  County 
before  1800;  was  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was 
commissioned  captain  in  the  Second  Regiment 
of  Artillery  July  28,  1812.  lie  assisted  in 
building  Port,  McHenry,  at  lialtimore,  and  was 
one  of  its  noble  defenders  September  18,  1814. 
He  often  described  the  scene  inside  as  terrific. 
Three  bomb-shells  struck  and  exploded  inside 
of  the  fort,  and  he  remarked  one  man  shaking 
as  if  lie  had  a chill.  Me  asked  to  sit  under  one 
of  the  cannon.  Evans  gave  him  permission, 
when  shortly  another  shell  struck  inside  and 
Killed  him  instantly.  Another  man  was  killed 
within  three  feet  of  him.  Their  coffee  ran  out, 
and  they  had  very  little  to  eat  for  three  days. 
He  spoke  of  a woman  who  brought  water  for 


them.  A bomb-shell  hitting  her,  exploded  anil 
she  was  blown  to  atoms.  He  brought  a small 
piece  of  her  dress  home  with  him,  the  largest 
part  of  her  remains  that  he  could  find,  'flic 
fourth  shell  that  came  in  was  marked  “A  pres- 
ent from  the  King  of  England.”  This  did  not 
explode.  It  weighed  within  two  pounds  u> 
much  as  an  ordinary  barrel  of  flour.  This  he 
brought  away  with  him,  and  it  still  may  be  seen 
at  the  mill  of  S.  ( ).  Evans,  in  Delaware  town- 
ship, Juniata  County.  An  article  by  A.  E.  (Iiiss 
on  the  lion.  George  Kremer,  makes  interesting 
mention  of  Captain  Evans.1 

1,1  Among  (lie  heroic  defenders  of  Fort  McHenry,  tit  Bal- 
timore, on  Unit  memorable  night  in  which  the  ‘Star  Span- 
gled Banner  ’ was  born,  was  Captain  Frederick  Evans,  of 
the  Second  Regiment  of  Artillery,  under  Armistcd.  One 
of  (lie  unwelcome,  visitors  cast  into  the  fort  from  the  British 
licet  was  a large  bond),  which  did  not.  burst  in  the  air  but 
came  rolling  around  loo.se  in  the  fort.  Captain  Evans  look 
charge  of  it,  and,  having  removed  its  explosive  contents, 
kept  it  as  a relic  and  a plaything  for  the  children. 

“ lie  had  a brother,  Louis  Evans,  living  within  a mile  of 
Thompsontown,  Juniata  County,  Pa.  After  the  war  laid 
closed  these  brothers  brought  this  shell  up  the  Susque- 
hanna and  Juniata  in  a river-boat,  propelled  against  the 
current  by  pure  muscular  strength.  Having  arrived  tit 
Thompsontown  Landing,  Louis  obtained  his  team;  the  shell, 
placed  in  a temporary  box,  was  put,  upon  the  wagon,  ami 
they  started  for  Evans’  mill,  it  being  then  after  night.  Just 
after  they  had  passed  through  the  little  village  the  shell 
suddenly  broke  through  the  box  and  wagon-bed  and  fell  to 
the  ground.  Louis  wanted  to  reload  the  precious  keepsake, 
but.  Frederick  said  : ‘ Let  the  damned  thing  lay  till  to-mor- 
row ; nobody  will  run  off  with  it.’  So  they  went  home. 
When  they  returned  for  it  in  the  morning  they  found  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  gathered  around  it.  There 
were  men,  women  and  children,  all  excited  and  wondering 
whence  this  curious  stranger  had  come  and  wlmt  it  was. 
Some  thought  it  must  have  come  from  t he  heavens  above,  ami 
sent  as  a token  of  some  impending  calamity.  Numbers  of 
them  had  tried  to  lift  it,  but  a certain  Mrs.  Kessler  was  the 
only  one  that  had  succeeded  in  raising  it  from  the  ground. 

“This  shell  is  to-day  in  the  saw-mill  of  Samuel  0.  Evans 
son  of  Louis,  a veritable  relic  of  the  bombardment,  of  Fort 
McHenry.  Being  somewhat  rusty,  it  does  not  seem  to  have 
as  much  ‘ business  ’ in  its  appearance  as  it  had  when  the 
captain  first  saw  it,  when  lie  extinguished  the  fire-spitting 
fuse  and  thus  prevented  it  from  making  an  unwelcome 
fragmentary  visit.  It  is  one  foot  in  diameter;  its  walls  are 
one  inch  and  a-lialf  thick  ; it  has  a cavity  of  nine  inches 
and  weighs  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  pounds.  It  is  one 
of  four  shells  that  fell  inside  of  the  fort,  and  it  is  said  t lull 
it  originally  lmd  marked  on  it:  ‘A  present  from  the  King 
of  England,’  though  when  the  writer  saw  it  he  neither 
heard  of  nor  observed  any  such  marks;  hut  they  may  have 
been  obliterated  by  the  rust.” 
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Frederick  Evans  resided  at  Selin’s  Grove,  and 
about  1800  removed  to  Lewisburgh.  lie  was 
surveyor  of  Northumberland  County,  which 
then  embraced  Union  and  Snyder,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1810  and 
1811.  His  only  daughter,  Catharine,  mar- 
ried, in  LSI  1,  George  Jvremer,  afterwards 
member  of  Congress.  In  his  later  years  be  re- 
sided with  Mr.  Kremcr,  near  Middleburg, 
Snyder  County,  where  lie  died  December  4, 


stranger  upon  a foreign  shore  and  rested  not 
until  he  had  crossed  the  Susquehanna  and  pen- 
etrated far  into  the  forest,  there  to  begin  for 
himself  and  his  descendants  a place  they  might 
call  home.  The  immediate  locality  of  his  set- 
tlement was  near  what  is  now  known  as 
K reamer.  The  first  land  acquired  by  him  was 
by  trading  one  of  his  rifles  to  the  Indians,  who 
placed  a far  greater  value  upon  this  weapon 
, than  upon  the  land  they  gave  in  exchange. 


ji 


1814,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  He  and  his 
wife  and  the  lion.  George  Kremcr  are  buried 
in  the  old  cemetery  on  the  Kremer  homestead, 
now  the  property  of  Thomas  Lower. 

John  A.  Sciiooii. — Among  the  first  settlers 
to  inhabit  what  is  now  the  fertile  valley  of 
Middle  Creek  was  Mathias  Schoch,  a native  of 
Germany,  and  who  was  the  grandfather  of 
John  A.  Schoch.  Leaving  his  native  land  to 
try  the  fortunes  of  the  new  continent,  he  en- 
countered the  perils  of  the  deep,  landed  a 


Jacob  Schoch,  a son  of  the  early  settler  and  the 
father  of  John  A.  Schoch,  wras  born  and  raised 
in  what  is  now  Middle  Creek  township.  Jn  his 
youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  blaeksmithing, 
which  he  industriously  pursued  throughout  his 
life.  Ly  economy  and  faithful  attention  to  his 
trade,  he  was  enabled  to  acquire  much  of  the  now 
valuable  land  in  the  valley,  so  that  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  had  become  the  owner  of  no 
less  than  four  large  farms.  .Jacob  Schoch  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hendricks,  a lady  of 
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English  descent,  and  a Quakeress,  who  resided 
with  her  parents  in  Chester.  John  A.  Sehoeh 
was  hm'ii  January  5,  ISOS,  a short  distance 
above  what  is  now  K reamer.  In  his  early 
davs  he  remained  on  the  ('arm  with  his  father, 
assisting  in  the  laborious  duties  that  came  to  the 
lot  of  the  husbandman  at  that  period.  On  the 
2d  dav  of  December,  1S.”>0,  Mr.  Sehoeh  was 
joined  in  wedlock  to  .Miss  Lydia  llonlz,  from 
near  Free  burg,  eldest  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Elizabeth  llonlz,  the  former  of  whom  ori"- 
inallv  came  from  what  is  now  Lebanon  County, 
but  at  the  time  Lancaster,  and  the  latter,  whose 
maiden-name  was  Zellers,  from  .Berks  County. 
In  ISA  I Mr.  Sehoeh,  with  his  young  bride, 
moved  into  the  stone  house,  at.  that  time  the 
oul\'  building  where  now  stands  the  village  of 
Iv reamer.  This  house  was  afterwards  known 

as  the  Half-way  House,  having  been  converted 
into  a tavern  when  it  passed  out  of  the  owner- 
ship of  the  Sehoeh  faniilv.  ’This  building  was 
erected  by  Jacob  Sehoeh,  the  father  of  John  A., 
in  I 822,  where  he  resided  with  his  faniilv  for 
nine  vours,  and  then  disposed  of  I he  same  to  his 
son  prior  to  his  occupying  it,  as  above  stated. 
In  IS.’Ui  Mr.  Sehoeh,  with  his  family,  moved  to 
what  became  the  family  homestead,  a beautiful 
and  productive  farm,  situated  in  Franklin 
township,  three  miles  west  of  Middleburg. 
Here  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  raised  and  provided 
for  a large  and  intelligent  family.  From  this 
place  went  forth  the  influence  of  an  indus- 
trious and  honorable  life.  Here,  on  the  loth 
day  of  December,  ISU-'I,  his  spirit  was  sum- 
moned to  take  its  lliglit  to  a better  world. 

I he  children  of  John  and  Lydia  Sehoeh  are 
as  follows  : Franklin  J.,  married  to  Catharine 
Leiseiiriiig ; resides  at  Selin’s  Crove.  Annie 
Elizabeth,  married  to  John  M.  Smith;  resides 
near  Finite  Kiser,  Neb.  David  Abraham, 
married  to  Harriet  Wagner;  resides  at  Orange- 
ville, Stevenson  County,  111.  Catharine  M., 
single;  resides  with  her  mother  at  Selin’s 
< Irove.  Ada,  married  to  Samuel  Ivemfcr  ; resides 
at  Selin’s  ( I rove.  John  1 lout  z,  died  in  in  la  new 
John  Calvin,  married  to  Margaret  S.  Massin- 
ger; resides  on  and  owns  the  old  homestead 
farm  in  Franklin  township.  Ammon 


married  to  Margaret  S.  Appleman  ; resides  at 
Bloomsburg.  Silas  II.,  died  at  Selin’s  ( Irove, 
February  12,  1872,  aged  twenty-two  years. 
Ira  C.,  married  to  Mary  E.  E.  Sehnurc,  who 
died  .lime  b,  188-1;  resides  in  Selin’s  Grove. 
Harvey  II.,  married  to  Emma  C.  Sehnurc ; re- 
sides in  Selin’s  ( irove. 

Being  endowed  with  good  judgment,  and 
possessing  an  honest  anti  just  heart,  Mr.  Sehoeli 
was  frequently  selected  as  an  arbitrator  to  pass 
upon  (he  disputes  that  arose  between  his  fellow- 
men.  So  great  was  the  confidence  placed  in  his 
sense  of  right  that  he  was  often  called  quite  a 
distance  to  decide  on  controversies  that  arose. 
In  public  affairs  he  was  always  a man  of  influ- 
ence. So  highly  was  he  honored  by  his  ac- 
quaintances, that  in  the  settlement  of  estates 
and  the  guardianship  of  wards  he  was  con- 
stantly sought  and  urged  to  accept  these  trusts 
and  responsibilities.  With  a full  sense  of  con- 
scientious duty,  he  withheld  not  in  times  of 
need,  and  was  always  charitable  in  instances  of 
distress.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  for- 
warding of  all  educational  interests.  He  began 
agitating  the  introduction  of  public  free  .schools, 
and  laboriously  fought  against  the  opposition 
raised.  Though  standing  alone  at  first,  he  suc- 
ceeded, in  the  following  year,  in  winning  over 
to  his  views  a few  of  his  neighbors,  and  to- 
gether they  began  the  erection  of  a school-house 
on  land  donated  by  Mr.  Sehoeh.  Thus  was 
established  the  first  free  school  in  the  western 
part  of  the  county.  In  the  founding  of  the 
Missionary  Institute,  at  Selin’s  Grove,  Mr. 
Sehoeh  manifested  great  interest  and  activity, 
and  ever  during  his  life-time  lent  every  means 
possible  for  its  advancement  and  perpetuity. 
From  his  youth  he  was  a member  of  the  Lu- 
theran ( 1 1 1 u i'( • 1 1 ol  the  General  Synod,  having 
been  confirmed  at  Bow’s  ( 'luireli,  by  the  Bev. 
J.  F.  Shindel,  Sr.  From  his  first  connection 
with  fne  elm  re'll  lie  was  a member  of  the 
council,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a 
trustee.  Among  the  honored  men  of  this 
county  the  name  of  John  A.  Sehoeh  will  ever 
be  held  in  grateful  remembrance. 

George  Frederick  IJolcnder  was  located  in 
the  township  before  1800.  His  son,  George, 
inherited  the  farm, and  his  son,  Daniel  Bolender, 
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still  owns  the  fitnn.  lie  was  born  August  lb, 
18,'!.'!;  lie  was  educated  in  (lie  schools  of  1 1 is 
township,  and  in  early  life  held  numerous 
positions,  lie  was  also  the  conferee  of  Snyder 
County  for  a number  of  times,  to  nominate  a 
Republican  candidate  for  Congress.  Me  was 
elected  shcnifnl  Snyder  ( 'mini  v in  the  tall  ol 
1 «S(i(>,  and  became  very  popular  as  an  ollieer. 
He  was  re-elected  in  1872  and  1878,  serving 
three  full  terms,  lie  now  resides  at  Middle- 
burg,  as  the  proprietor  of  the  Washington 
House,  which  he  has  conducted  lor  eleven 
years. 

I'AXTOXVILJ.E. 

Paxtonville  is  situated  at  the  loot  of  Shade 
Mountain,  on  the  north  side,  and  is  two  and 
one-half  miles  southwest  of  Middlcburg.  The 
place  has  been  known  also  by  the  name  of 
Reaver  Furnace,  whilst  as  a railroad  station  it 
is  known  as  Renter.  'The  origin  of  this  place 
is  due  to  the  establisment  of  a blast  furnace,  in 
the  year  1848,  by  Nor  Middleswarth,  .Jacob 
Kern,  .Joint  Kern,  Daniel  Kern  and  John  C. 
W ilson,  who  was  the  business  manager  of  the 
company.  'The  firm-name  was  Middleswarth, 
Kern  A Co.  The  furnace  was  put  in  operation 
August  11,  1848,  and  was  continued  until 
1856,  when  it  blew  out.  This  company  made 
charcoal  and  pig-iron,  and  averaged  from  six 
to  eight  tons  per  day.  'The  property  passed 
into  the  possession  of  Ner  Middleswarth,  who 
operated  for  some  time  and  then  leased  it  to 
Dr.  Hooke,  -Jesse  Walter,  Nutting  A Francis. 
The  furnace  was  again  put  in  operation,  and  was 
running  from  18b.'!  to  18(ib,  when  it  was  again 
stopped  and  never  started  up  since.  W ith 
this  industry  once  established,  a settlement  soon 
sprang  up.  Buildings  for  the  employees,  both 
of  the  furnace  and  of  the  iron-ore  mines,  were 
erected.  A company  store  was  established,  and 
other  enterprises  of  private  individuals.  The 
activity  of  the  place  continued  until  about 
1 Sbb,  when  those  operating  the  furnace  failed, 
and  it  was  abandoned.  For  many  years,  the 
strong  wagons  laden  with  pig-iron,  and  drawn 
bv  six-horse  teams,  passed  through  Middlelmrg, 
on  their  way  to  Selin’s  drove,  where  the  iron 
was  transferred  to  canal-boats,  and  taken  to  the 
iron-works  throughout  (lie  Slate.  A bout  1871 


the  property  was  purchased  by  Robert  Paxton, 
who  worked  the  mines  and  shipped  the  ore  to 
the  Bloomsburg  Iron-Works. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  in  the  place  a 
post-ollice,  school-house,  store  and  church.  The 
church  belongs  to  the  Fvangelical  Association, 
and  was  built  in  18b!).  Previous  to  that  time 
services  were  held  in  the  school-houses.  v\l  the 
present  there  are  about  forty  members.  Revs. 
Stover  and  Sones  now  preach  for  this  people. 
The  business  of  the  place  is  represented  as  fol- 
lows : ( diaries  Boyer,  merchant ; John  B.  Boyer, 
confectionery;  M.  Frantz,  capenter ; Henry 
Mitchell,  blacksmith;  Charles  P.  Sweugel, 
grist  and  saw-mills  and  iron-ore.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  place  is  about  sixty-two. 

At  one  time  .John  Kern  owned  a grist  and 
saw-mill  near  the  place.  This  mill  was  erected 
in  1812  by  Frederick  Stees,  and  sold  in  182!) 
to  Robert  P.  Maclay,  who  operated  it  until 
18;!  !,  when  it  was  purchased  by  Kern.  Kern 
then  sold  to  Jacob  Renter,  who  in  turn  sold  to 
Charles  P.  Swengle,  who  is  now  operating  the 
same.  In  1872  Swineford  A Shindel  started  a 
store  here,  and,  in  187.4,  sold  the  same  to  Charles 
Boyer,  the  present  merchant,  who  tore  down 
the  old  frame  company  store-house,  and,  in  its 
place,  erected  a line  brick  store  and  dwelling- 
house  near  the  railroad. 

FRANK  MX. 

At  this  place,  twenty-five  years  ago,  there 
was  nothing  but  the  large  stone  house  and  barn 
of  the  K reamer  homestead,  the  ancient  stone 
grist-mill  and  the  ruins  of  an  old  oil-mill.  After 
the  completion  of  the  Sunbury  ami  Lewistowu 
Railroad  a town-plot  was  laid  out,  streets  and 
alleys  opened  and  buildings  commenced.  Many 
neat  and  comfortable  frame  and  substantial 
brick  dwellings  have  been  erected.  The  [dace  is 
about  one-half  mile  from  Middlcburg  proper, 
on  the  south  side  of  Middle  Creek,  and  is  the 
Middlcburg  station  on  the  Sunbury  and  Lewis- 
town  Railroad.  Nochurch  has  been  established 
here  as  yet,  the  citizens  attending  worship  at 
Middlcburg.  'The  population  of  the  place  is 
about  two  hundred.  The  business  already  es- 
tablished here  is  represented  as  follows:  The 
first  store  in  the  place  was  opened  by  Isaac 
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Louver,  the  proprietor  of  the  plot,  on  which  the 
town  is  now  built.  This  was  in  1X71.  The 
building  stands  close  by  the  banks  of  the  creek, 
and  is  a large  brick  structure.  .Mr.  Beaver 
was  succeeded  by  Sclioch  A'  Shuck,  who  in  turn 
wore  succeeded  by  Siinonton,  Barber  it  Co. 
The  present  linn  at  this  stand  is  B.  II.  Custer 
it  Co.  John  Bijger  (now  deceased)  established 
a coal-yard  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  town. 
Other  business  is  conducted  as  follows : N.  B. 
Winey,  grain  elevator  and  coal-yard;  C.  II. 
Dunkelbcrgcr,  grain  elevator  and  <;oal-yard. 
Theodore  Swineford,  hotel;  J.  Bogan  re  if,  stoves 
and  tinware;  Isaac  Beaver,  dentist;  Daniel 
Millhouse,  boots  and  shoes;  A.  Kreeger,  coal 
and  trrain  merchant  ; Bower’s  grist  and  saw- 
mills. 

ClllJIil  IlliS. 

Besides  the  church  mentioned  at  Uaxton- 
ville,  there  are  three  other  denominations 
in  the  township  about  two  miles  west  of 
Middleburg,  viz:  General  Synod  Lutheran, 
General  Council  Lutheran  and  Reformed.  To 
the  lies'.  J.  I*.  Shindol  we  are  greatly  indebted 
for  the  history  of  the  pioneer  church  of 
Middle  Creek  Valley.  In  1785  a band  of  earnest 
and  devout  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Christians 
assembled  themselves  together  from  time  to 
time  for  worship.  Their  meetings  were  held 
from  house  to  house.  In  November  of  this 
year  Joseph  Simon,  a converted  Jew,  and  his 
wife,  Rose,  conveyed  unto  Jacob  Walter,  in 
trust  for  the  Lutheran  and  German  Reformed 
congregations,  sixteen  and  one-half  acres  of  land 
for  church  and  school  purposes.  This  was  in 
two  tracts,  one  of  them  two  miles  and  the  other 
four  miles  west  of  Middleburg.  Upon  the 
eastern  tract  a log  building  was  soon  constructed, 
where  for  a number  of  years  services  were  held. 
'This  building,  however,  was  never  dedicated. 
Those  who  preitched  in  this  rude  structure  were 
Revs.  Shellhart,  Josansky  and  Fspy,  of  the 
Lutherans,  and  Revs.  Rahausen,  Ilensel  and 
Geistweit,  of  the  German  Reformed.  During 
t he  services  at  this  period  the  Indians  of  these 
wilds  would  occasionally  prowl  around  this  log 
house,  watching  these  early  worshippers.  In 
t lift  year  I7DI  preparations  were  made  to  build 
a new  church,  and  between  that  year  and  171)8 


(he  building  was  erected  on  a site  a little  to  the 
west  of  the  small  log  house.  This  was  a large 
square  building,  with  very  high  log  walls, 
finished  inside  with  galleries  on  three  sides,  and  a 
small  round  pulpit  perched  high  on  a square  post, 
with  a long  flight  of  steep  stairs  for  the  preacher 
to  ascend  and  descend.  This  pulpit  was  on  the 
north  wall,  and  at  its  base  was  erected  a large 
square  altar.  The  church  was  capable  of  seat- 
ing five  hundred  persons.  In  171)8  this  new 
church  was  dedicated  as  Christ’s  Church  ; the 
Rev.  Geistweit,  Reformed  pastor,  and  Rev. 
Shultz,  Lutheran,  invited  from  abroad,  con- 
ducted the  services  of  the  occasion.  About 
1807  this  building  was  weather-boarded  and 
painted  white.  In  the  quite  early  history  of 
these  congregations  many  self-constituted  minis- 
ters from  Germany  imposed  upon  these  people. 
A certain  man  by  the  name  of  Gensel  gave 
himself  out  as  a Lutheran  minister,  who,  it 
seems,  was,  like  all  those  impostors, very  fond  of 
liquor.  He  would  sometimes  get  very  drunk, 
and  yet  be  allowed  to  preach  the  Gospel.  This 
would-be  minister,  Rev.  Gensel,  on  one  occa- 
sion, was  fording  Middle  Creek,  where  Royer’s 
bridge  now  is,  when  he  fell  from  his  horse  and 
was  drowned  in  a pool  of  water  not  more  than 
six  inches  deep.  Some  supposed  it  to  have  been 
a stroke  of  palsy.  Tins  was  the  last  of  Rev. 
Gensel.  The  regular  pastors  of  these  congrega- 
tions from  time  to  time  have  been  as  follows  : 

Lutheran. — Revs.  Underling,  llerbst,  1802-4; 
John  Conrad  Walter,  1 805-19;  J.  1‘.  Shindel,  Sr., 
1820,  supply  ; J.  W.  Smith,  1821-31  ; William  German, 
1831-38 ; J.  1’.  Shindel,  Jr.,  1838-00  ; C.G.  Erlenmyer, 
1804-72. 

ItEKOUMun. — Revs.  Geistweit,  1793-1804;  W.  Ad- 
ams, 1807-9;  Isaac  Gerhart,  1813-20;  — — — Felix, 
1820-25;  Daniel  Weiser,  1825-29;  Henry  ilassler, 
1829-35;  Frederick  Herman,  1835  ; U.  11.  Hollheins, 
1838-40;  A.  I>.  Gasper,  1840-18;  W.  G.  Hackman, 
1348-58;  G.  W.  Shullz.e,  1858-03;  L.  G.  Edmonds, 

1 803-0.) ; ( !.  F.  1 lollineier,  1 805—70  ; T.  J.  Seiplc,  1 870- 

73; Vearielc ; Dotlcrer  left  in  1875,  since 

which  time,  no  pastor. 

Rev.  John  Conrad  Walter  was  buried  close 
by  the  clmreh  iu  which  he  had  labored  so  suc- 
cessfully. A large  concourse  attended  his 
burial,  and  (lit;  Rev.  J.  R.  Shindel,  Sr.,  ol’Sun- 
bury,  performed  the  solemn  last  rites.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  the  wholecharaeextended  to  Father 
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Shindel  ;i  cordial  invitation  to  succeed  their  be- 
loved ] >:isl or.  lie  < •< > 1 1 1 < I not,  however,  le.ivt;  1 1 i s 
congregation  at  Sunbnry,  but  promised  to  preach 
for  them  until  they  could  get  a regular  pastor* 
This  he  did  until  Rev.  .1.  \V.  Smith  became 
their  pastor,  as  above  stated.  Rev.  *T.  R.  Shin- 
del,  dr.,  stales  that,  having  commenced  his 
labors  among  this  people,  lie  found  them  kind 
and  affectionate,  and  that  in  the  course  ol  his 
ministrations  he  had  the  great  satisfaction  ol 
enumerating  many  members,  catechumens  and 
baptisms.  After  Rev.  Shindel,  dr.,  quit  preach- 
ing, Rev.  Dr.  IT.  Ziegler  and  students  of  the 
Missionary  Institute,  at  Selin’s  drove,  supplied 
the  pulpit . About  1 870  a division  occurred  among 
the  Lutherans,  when  those  claiming  to  be  Gen- 
eral Synod  Lutherans  decided  to  separate  them- 
selves from  those  claiming  to  be  General  Coun- 
cil Lutherans.  In  1871—72  the  General  Synod 
Lutherans  erected  their  own  church  on  land 
! owned  by  Mr.  Allen  Sehoch,  one  acre  of  which 
was  donated  bv  him  for  a church  and  cemetery, 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Lvangelieal  Luth- 
eran congregation.  Their  church  was  built 
under  the  supervision  of  a building  committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  John  S.  Massinger,  Allen 
Sehoch  and  Henry  II.  Shaffer.  The  corner- 
stone was  laid  in  May,  1871,  on  which  occasion 
there  were  present  Rev.  Dr.  Peter  Lorn,  of  Selin’s 
| drove,  and  Rev.  S.  P.  Orwig,  pastor.  In  the 
( fall  of  1872  the  church  was  finished  and  ready 

jj  _ . J 

a for  dedication.  At  the  dedicatory  services  the 

| ministers  present  were  Revs.  \\  m.  II.Gottwald 
(,  and  S.  P.  Orwig,  pastor.  'The  church  retained 
(J  the  old  name  and  it  was  dedicated  as 

Cukist’s  EvA.vfiKucAL  Luti  i ion  an  Git  i;  itcn. 
] — -This  place  of  worship  is  a neat  brick  structure', 
two  stories  high,  is  thirty-eight  by  fifty-eight  fbcb 
and  will  seat  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
\ sons.  'This  church  cost  about  three  thousand 
dollars.  Revs.  Irwin  and  Spangler  have  also 
served  this  congregation,  though  at  the  present 
time  Rev.  Orwig  is  again  in  charge,  having 
been  elected  a second  time. 

The  General  domicil  members  of  the  old 
congregation  remained  in  the  old  building,  re- 
taining the  ground  donated  many  years  ago  bv 
Joseph  Simon,  tlm  converted  Jew.  They  soon 
determined  to  build  a new  church  also.  They 
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tore  down  the  old  two-story  house,  and  with  a 
great  deal  of  its  material  constructed  the  new. 
The  corner-stone  of  this  new  church  was  laid 
with  proper  ceremonies  on  Trinity  Sunday  ; in 
May,  1872,  when  the  following  ministers  were 
present:  d.  (1.  Erlenmyer,  Lutheran;  A.  II. 
dasper,  T.  J.  Seiple  and  L.  ( Edmonds,  Re- 
formed. ( > 1 1 tlm  2d  day  ol  I'ebruary,  IK  <2,  the 
church  was  dedicated.  I he  dedication  sermon 
was  preached  by  Rev.  II.  II.  Brunning,  visiting 
pastor  of  Lutheran  Church.  Rev.  J.  d.  Bucher, 
D.D.,  T.  J.  Seiple  and  L.  C.  Edmonds  also 
took  part  in  the  dedicatory  services.  Part  of 
the  means  to  build  this  church  arose  from  the 
sale  of  the  tract  of  land  two  miles  farther  west. 
'The  church  is  a very  neat  one,  with  basement 
for  Sunday-school  and  lectures,  and  an  upper 
story  for  congregational  worship.  The  seats 
arc  well  arranged  and  will  accommodate  about 
four  hundred  persons.  'The  steeple  is  supplied 
with  a tine-toned  bell.  Rev.  D.  M.  Stetlcr  is 
the  present  Lutheran  pastor.  Ilis  congrega- 
tion numbers  about  forty  members.  Tlm  Re- 
formed portion  is  very  small,  without  a pastor, 
and  seems  to  have  become  extinct. 

IlASSlNdKli’s  Gravk-VAUI). — 'This  is  one  of 
the  oldest  burial-grounds  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  It  is  located  to  the  north  and  just  in  the 
rear  of  where  stood  the  old  log  weather-boarded 
church,  built  in  17!)8.  Prom  among  the  ancient 
head-stones  we  have  taken  the  following  history  : 
“Ilenry  Ilassingcr,  born  1700,  died  1700,  aged 
80  years.”  “Jacob  W alter,  bom  172!),  died 
January,  1808.  Married,  July,  1857,  to  Maria 
Kauffman.”  “John  Conrad  Robb,  born  17-10, 
died  1800.”  “*101111  Conrad  W'alter  (preacher), 
born  November  80,  1775,  in  Germany;  died 
August  10,  1810.”  “'Thomas  Shiplon,  born 
1758,  died  1827.”  “John  Ilassingcr,  born  No- 
vember 1 I,  170  1,  died  May  12,  1810,  aged  15 
years,  5 months  and  28  days.”  “Jacob  Ilass- 
inger,  born  August  10,1702,  died  November  1, 
1821  ; 50  years.”  “John  Frederick  Bolcndcr, 
born  May  10,  1701,  died  January  18,  1882.” 
“John  Jacob  Steininger,  born  February  15, 
1705,  died  October  18,  1847.”  “ Michael  W il- 
tenmyer,  born  December  18,  1772,  died  July 
20,  1850.”  “ David  Schwenk,  Esq.,  born  De- 
cember 17,  1788,  died  January  1 0,  1801.” 





. * . 4 f 


-a:v  ■ srwr j- 

•••  a'jiii.- 

|V , rf  . ...  ' ,,  rv  , . 

•-  " , 


1568 


.JUNfATA  AND  SPSQUIGI  ANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNS Y LVANIA. 


Catharine  Schwenk,  Dorn  -January  10,  1787, 
died  -January  28,  1 801 .” 

Koi/catioxa f,. — Franklin  township  at  pres- 
ent contains  eight  school  districts,  with  an  at- 
tendance at  the  schools  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  pupils.  fhe  school  property  is  valued  at 
six  I housand  dollars. 

Professor  D.  S.  Hover,  superintendent  of 
schools  in  1858,  in  his  notes  of  that  year,  says 
of  the  schools,  that  David  Sell  wen  k was  one  of 


18:51.  He  is  a son  of  Conrad  Massinger, 
who  was  liorn  September  l-'l,  1 7 D 1 , and  died 
Deeeinber  14,  1851.  Mis  mother’s  maiden- 
name  was  I nicy  Ann  Snyder,  who  was  born 
March  2d,  1 8D2,  and  died  August  2,  1870. 
Their  remains  are  intern'd  in  the  cemetery  of 
Christ’s  Lutheran  ( 'hureh,  one-half  mile  west 
of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Massinger,  and  two 
magnificent  tombstones  mark  thcii  resting- 

o I? 

place.  John  Massinger,  his  grandfather,  was 


the  early  teachers  in  the  school-house  near  -Jacob 
W alter’s.  Il  was  weather-boarded,  twenty-two 
by  twenty-four  feet.. 


B I OG R A P 1 1 1 CAL  S K ETC  1 1 . 

■JnilN  S.  IIASSINdKK. 

I hc  sulijeet  oJ  Ibis  sketch  was  born  in  Frank- 
1 in  township,  Union  (now  Snyder)  ( fount  v,  A pril 


born  November  1 I,  1 70  1, and  died  May  1 2, 18 10, 
aged  forty-five  years.  Mis  great-grandmother, 
whose  maiden-name  was  Catharine  Hob,  was 
born  November  1 1,  1 7(D) ; died  ( )ctober  2,  1820, 
aged  fifty-six  years.  They  are  both  interred  in 
close  proximity  in  theold  cemetery  at  Massinger’s 
( 'hureh,  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Massinger, 
and  their  graves  are  also  marked  with  slones 
suitable  lor  (lie  times  when  they  departed 
this  life.  Mr.  Ilassinger  is  the  descendant, 
on  both  sides,  from  one  of  the  oldest  Ger- 
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and  accurate  in  orl  hography  in  all  his  writings. 
He  is  the  friend  and  jtatron  of  edneat  ion,  and 
evinces  a great  interest  in  (lie  advancement  of 
common  schools.  The  voters  of  the  township 
in  which  he  has  always  lived  showed  their 
appreciation  of  his  services  in  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation by  electing  him  nine  years  to  the  impor- 
tant office  of  school  director.  In  this  office  he 
discharged  his  duties  fearlessly  and  conscien- 
tiously. lie  has  filled  various  ollices  in  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  has 
always  been  a consistent  member;  a regular  at- 
tendant upon  the  services  of  the  sanctuary,  con- 
tributing liberallv  to  the  benevolent  objects  of 
the  church  and  to  the  support  of  the  ( Christian 
ministry. 

ITo  is  a great  lover  of  music,  and  has  led  the 
con  "relational  singing  in  the  church  from  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  to  the  present  time.  He 
was  also  a member  of  the  first  band  that  was 
organized  at  Middleburg  thirty-six  years  ago, 
and  bv  his  punctuality  and  musical  zeal  assisted 
in  keeping  it  in  operation  for  a considerable  pe- 
riod of  time.  The  musical  and  financial  suc- 
cess of  the  musical  conventions  held  at  Middle- 
bur"'  bv  Prof.  Shervin  in  the  winters  of  1 8Sl2 
and  1 88b  were  in  considerable  measure  due  to 
his  exertions  and  assistance. 

Mr.  llassinger  married  Margaret  Louisa 
Kleekner,  a daughter  of  George  Kleekner. 
They  were  blessed  wit h four  sons,  viz.  : Millard 
K.  II  assinger,  who  lives  on  the  homestead  with 
his  father,  is  now  president  of  the  board  of 
school  directors  of  Franklin  township.  lie  is 
also  a member  of  the  Middleburg  Band,  which 
has  a wide  reputation  as  a musical  organization. 
Dr.  G.  Edgar  Massinger,  practicing  medicine  at 
Middleburg,  graduated  at  the  Jeilerson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia.  Palmer  S.  llassinger, 
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in  Bellevue,  Ohio.  It  is  a remarkable  fact 
that  the  four  brothers  were  at  one  time  mcm- 
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l! 

: lie  lias  resided  ever  since.  lie 
cneration  that  has  owned  and 
rm,  and  his  sons  who  are  living 
with  him  are  the  fourth  generation.  I laving 
made  farming  his  chief  business,  everything 
around  his  premises  indicates  good  management 
and  success,  lie  is  of  a sociable  and  agreeable 
disposition,  “ gioeri  to  hospitality,”  and  visitors 
at  his  house  always  realize  that  the  cordial 
greetings  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  llassinger  are  the 
outcroppings  of  “good-will  to  man.” 


CHAPTER  XVI  II, 

JACKSON  TOWNSHIP.1 

Bkkoiik  Jackson  township  was  reduced  to  its 
present  limits  considerable  controversy  existed 
at  different  periods.  The  first  petition  for  the 
erection  ofthis  township  was  presented  at  May 
sessions,  1858,  of  I nion  County  court,  signed 
by  citizens  of  Ibiion,  Limestone  and  Penn 
townships.  The  court  therefore  appointed  David 
Wei  rick,  George  Motz  and  Jonas  II  arrison, 
viewers,  who,  at  September  sessions,  185b,  re- 
ported as  follows : 

“That  in  their  opinions,  it  would  lie  inexpedient 
and  improper  to  erect  a new  township,  according  to 
the  several  boundaries  in  the  order,  and  therefore  re- 
port against  the  erection  of  such  township.” 

Upon  the  filing  ofthis  report,  September  10, 
185b,  another  petition  was  presented,  and  Henry 
Motz,  Samuel  Wilson  and  Abraham  Sehoeh 
were  appointed  reviewers,  who  made  report  De- 
cember, 185b,  favoring  the  new  township.  To 
this  report  remonstrances  were  filed  February 
20,  1851,  and  the  report  referred  back  to  the 
same  commissioners  to  report  draughts  of  town- 
ship. On  the  2 1th  February,  1854,  they  re- 
ported with  draught  of  the  new  township,  and 
named  it  Jackson.  To  this  report  exceptions 
were  filed,  but  the  exceptions  were  overruled, 
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ami  the  rej x >r(  approved  and  continued,  the  new 
township  to  he  called  Jackson.  According  to 
this  report  the  township  thus  formed  had  the  fol- 
lowing boundaries  : 

“ beginning  at  a corner  of  the  township  of  Union, 

I J mes time  a ml  I InHalo  ; t lien ec  along  (lied  i vision  lines 
dividing  Union  township  and  liuHnlo,  and  Union  and 
Hast  Ihillhlo  townships ; thence  south  to  a l!nn  near 
the  house  of  A ndrew  15rou.se;  thence  to  stone  near  the 
house  of  John  Herman;  thence  to  a post  near  Joel 
Ueit/.el’s  house;  thence  near  ( ieorge  Unger  s house; 
thence  to  a pine  stump  and  corner  of  the  tow  nships  of 
Middle  Creek  and  Centre;  thence  along  the  division 
line  dividing  Union  township  and  .Middle  Creek  and 
Union;  thence  to  I’enn’s  (.'reek,  near  Swank’s  Mill; 
thence  down  the  south  side  of  I’enn’s  Creek  to  a post 
opposite  the  corner  on  Liu;  north  side  of  said  creek,  be- 
tween the  lands  of  Philip  Seebold  and  Michael  Mil- 
ler; thence  to  a post  near  the  house  of  Jacob  Spons- 
ler,  Jr.;  thence  to  the  place  of  beginning.” 

In  January,  USAS,  by  act  of  the  Legislature, 
that  part  of  Jackson  township  which  lay  in 
Union  Count v became  annexed  to  Limestone 
and  Union  townships  of  said  county. 

At  Mav  sessions,  J82U,  the  public  road  from 
Lewislmrgh  to  Selin’s  (Jrove,  which  passes 
through  this  township,  was  reported  as  laid  out. 
This  report  was  approved  May  20,  1820.  The 
commissioners  to  lay  out  this  road  were  MU  L. 
Ilains,  James  Davis,  Joseph  Ueehrer  and  John 
Snvder.  The  present  population  of  the  town- 
ship is  seven  hundred  and  fifty. 

KnATZiiuvn.i.i:  is  situated  on  the  public 
road  leading  from  Selin’s  drove  to  Aew  Berlin, 
live  miles  from  either  place.  Jr  received  its 
name  on  account  of  its  being  built  upon  lands 
once  owned  by  Daniel  Kratzer,  receiving  its 
name  in  1847,  at  which  time  there  existed  a 
school-house,  a Lutheran  and  Reformed  ( 'luireh, 
the  dwelling-house  of  Daniel  Kratzer,  one  also 
of  Noah  Waller  and  a store-house  erected  by 
Thomas  Yeariek  in  1 S 111. 

The  rebuilding  of  the  old  Union  (luireh 
and  the  opening  ol  A eariek’s  store  soon  induct’d 
others  to  settle  at  this  point  and  to  erect  dwell- 
ings. Thus  commenced  the  town  of  Kratzer- 
ville.  Before  that  period  the  vicinity  where 
now  stands  the  town  was  sparse! V settled,  but 
since  then  it  has  steadily  grown  to  its  present 
size  and  population.  KratzervilD,  on  account 
of  its  central  locality  from  surrounding  towns, 


with  roads  leading  in  numerous  directions,  sur- 
rounded by  an  agricultural  community,  is  an 
important  trading  point.  There  is  no  town  ol 
its  size  in  the  county  where  more  farm  pro- 
ducts are  received  and  shipped  bv  its  dealers. 
The  population  numbers  about  one  hundred. 

There  are  nowin  the  place  two  churches,  a 
number  of  stores,  a school-house  and  one  tav- 
ern. One  of  the  churches,  the  Lutheran  and 
(ierman  Reformed,  is  an  old  and  well-estab- 
lished union  congregation.  The  other  ehureli 
belongs  to  the  Lvangelical  denomination.  This 
place  has  had  a post-olliee  for  a number  of  years, 
and  is  now  in  the  daily  receipt  of  mail. 

The  first  post-olliee  was  established  here  in 
l84(j,  with  Thomas  Yeariek  as  postmaster. 
The  succeeding  postmasters  in  the  order  of  their 
service  were  as  follows:  Jacob  Slear,  Samuel 
Kreishcr,  Samuel  R.  Yeariek,  John  S.  Beaver, 
Henry  S.  Beaver  and  the  present  incumbent, 
Jefferson  Dauberman.  During  John  S.  Beaver’s 
term  of  olliee,  and  mainly  through  his  efforts, 
the  place  has  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a daily 
mail  for  more  than  ten  years.  At  first  there 
was  only  a weekly  mail,  then  a tri-weekly  and 
finally  the  daily  mail. 

The  business  and  other  enterprises  of  the 
place  are  represented  as  follows:  Henry  S. 

Beaver,  general  store;  Ben  for  <A'  Co.,  general 
store;  Henry  Dark,  saddler;  J.  M.  Dauber- 
man general  store;  Samuel  E.  Cross,  produce 
dealer;  B.  F.  Harman,  produce  dealer;  Perci- 
val  Harman,  drugs  and  physician;  A.  A.  Hum- 
mel, confectioner  and  drugs;  S.  Kreisher, 
wagonmaker;  George  Prutsman,  blacksmith; 
John  Ritter,  saw-mill.  The  situation  of  the 
place  is  beautiful,  being  on  an  elevated  section 
of  the  country  and  surrounded  by  productive 
farms;  the  scenery  presented  to  the  view  is  at 
once  attractive. 

Among  the  prominent  characters  of  Kratzer- 
ville  that  have  passed  away,  no  one  was  more 
widely  known  nor  will  be  longer  remembered 
than  John  S.  Beaver.  He  was  the  life  of  the 
place.  For  many  years  he  carried  on  the  mer- 
cantile business,  kept  tavern  and  was  postmaster. 
A mong  the  curiosities  ol  his  place,  which  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten,  was  his  large  (ierman 
clock  that  played  a number  of  tunes  and  set  the 
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niiir~ic*ians  and  dancers  on  its  top  into  activity, 
to  (lie  amusement  of  many.  Mr.  I leaver  was 
always  active,  a lluenl  speaker,  obliging  and 
generous,  and  always  successful  in  turning  an 
honest  penny.  lie  died  in  the  latter  part  of 
I <S82  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness  and  activity. 

The  older  and  most  inllnenlial  citizens  of  the 
place  are  now  represented  by  Samuel  II.  Year- 
iek,  .John  M.  Danherman,  Sr.,  and  Y.  II.  War- 
ner. Recurring  to  the  consideration  of  the 
churches  of  the  place,  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
many  to  know  more  of  these  places  of  worship. 
The  old  Union  Church  was  established  about 
the  year  ISIS,  the  building  being  constructed  of 
logs.  It  was  formerly  known  as  Ilessler’s 
Church,  a man  named  Messier  having  donated 
the  ground  on  which  it  is  built.  It  is  now 
know  n as  Mount  Zion’s  Church.  Of  the  early 
Lutheran  pastors  we  learn  ol  Rev.  George 
Heim  and  Rev.  J.  R.  Should,  though  there 
were  several  preached  occasionally  before  these. 
Rev.  Shindel  took  charge  of  this  church  and 
preached  his  first  sermon  there  dune  21,  1885. 
lie  served  I his  congregation  with  marked  suc- 
cess for  a period  of  t wen  tv-three  years.  Alter 
Rev.  Shindel  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Anspach  served 
from  LSd-l  to  1855,  when  Rev.  Shindel  was 
again  elected  pastor.  In  1NJ7,  finding  that  the 
old  log  church  was  not  sufficiently  large  to  ac- 
commodate the  congregations  that  then  asseni- 
bled,  it  was  torn  down,  and  on  the  20th  of  d une, 
1847,  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  members 
laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  building  that  is 
now  standing.  This  church  is  built  of  brick, 
seats  between  seven  hundred  and  eight  him- 

<D 

tired  persons,  and  has  the  high  galleries  on  the 
sides  as  was  at  one  time  the  custom.  This 
church  cost  about  two  thousand  live  hundred 
dollars.  At  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  the 
ceremonies  were  conducted  by  Revs.  d.  15.  Ans- 
pach and  d.  R.  Shindel,  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  Revs.  R.  A.  Fisher  and  Hackman,  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  The  new  church 
was  finished  and  dedicated  October  21,  IS  17. 
At  the  dedication  there  wrere  present  Revs. 
5 eariek,  of  the  Reformed,  and  Frlenmeycr  and 
Shindel,  of  the  Lutheran,  'flic  congregation  lias 
also  been  served  bv  Revs.  A.  !>.  Casper,  Reter 
A list  ad  I,  Marly,  I’ranning,  ( tehcnslbrd  and  I laas. 


The  church  of  the  Fvangelical  association,  at 
Kratzerville,  owes  its  origin  to  the  earnest  and 
devout  labors  of  I >avid  Heiser,  now  deceased, 
a very  estimable  and  intelligent  man.  About 
sixty  years  ago  he  came  to  ( 'hapinan  and 
located  at  this  point,  and  for  a long  time  was 
the  only  adherent  to  this  faith  in  the  whole 
neighborhood.  Services  were  first  held  at  his 
house,  which  is. still  standing  half-way  down  the 
hill  to  the  cast  of  Kratzerville,  on  the  south 
! side  of  the  road.  I u course  of  time  the  member- 
| ship  increased  by  the  holding  of  revival  meet- 
! ings.  This  increase  of  members  gave  rise  to 
the  desire  and  necessity  for  a more  suitable 
j place  of  worship.  About  this  time  Mr.  Heiser 
donated  a lot  of  ground  to  the  township),  where- 
on was  erected  a school-house,  with  the  under- 
| standing  that  his  denomination  should  also 
have  the  right  to  worship  there.  In  18(b)  the 
membership  had  become  (piile  large  when  the 
present  handsome  church  edifice  of  this  denom- 
ination was  erected. 

To  the  credit  of  Kratzerville  it  may  be  stated 
that  no  liquor  is  sold  in  the  place.  Many  years 
prior  to  his  decease,  in  deference  to  the  washes 
of  the  good  citizens  of  the  community,  and  also 
i in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  con- 
science, Mr.  John  S.  Reaver,  who,  about  1850, 
had  opened  up  the  only  hotel  in  the  place, 
ceased  to  traffic  in  liquor.  1 1 is  son,  Ilenry  8. 
Reaver,  wdio  has  succeeded  his  father  in  busi- 
ness, continues  to  entertain  the  traveling  public, 
but  follows  the  example  of  his  father  in  refusing 
\ to  deal  in  ardent  spirits. 

MitJ-S. — There  are  three  grist-mills  in  Jack- 
son  towmship,  two  of  which  are  of  very  early 
date.  Maurer’s  mill  is  located  on  Remi's  Creek, 
about  three  miles  west  of  Kratzerville,  and  two 
miles  east  of  New  Berlin.  It  was  built  by  Jacob 
Maurer  about  I S05,  upon  the  site  of  a still 
older  mill,  which  was  torn  down  to  make  place 
for  the  new.  The  land  on  which  this  mill 
stands  was  purchased  in  1 7!)li,  by  Mr.  Maurer 
from  Ilenry  Drinker,  a merchant  in  Rhila- 
dclphia.  This  land  was  a part  of  a larger 
tract,  which  Thomas  Renn  and  Richard  Renn, 
late  proprietaries  of  I ’ennsylvania,  bv  letters  pat- 
ent bearing  date  the  1 St h dav  of  June,  1757, 
! gran  led  unto  Samuel  Wallis,  who  in  turn  con- 
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veyed  In  lbe-simple  unto  A Del  .Jones  anil  Ilonry 
Drinker.  Drinker,  us  above  stated,  conveyed 
to  .Jacob  Maurer,  since  which  time  the  mill  has 
been  known  as  Maurer’s.  At  the  present  day 
this  property  is  owned  and  operated  by  (Jeorgc 
Maurer,  a' descendant  of  the  older  Maurers. 

About  one  half  mile  further  up  the  creek, 
and  on  the  opposite  "side  from  Maurer’s  stands 
A rbogasl’s  mill.  'This  is  also  a very  old  mill, 
and  in  all  probability  was  built  prior  to  the 
present  Maurer’s  mill. 

lienler’s  mill  is  situated  about  one-half  mile 
northeast  of  Jvratzerville,  and  was  erected  about  I 
1843,  by  Christopher  Seebold.  it  is  at  present 
owned  and  operated  by  Philip  Bonier,  hence  its 
name.  All  these  mills  continue  to  grind  grain 
with  the  old-fashioned  burr  stones,  not  having 
as  yet  adopted  any  of  (he  later  processes.  The 
Hour  made  is  of  good  quality.  'The  early  estab- 
lishment, of  these  mills  is  accounted  for  from  the 
fact,  that  at  these  places  the  grain  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  was  gathered,  and  then  shipped 
by  means  of  arks  floated  down  the  creek,  thence 
down  the  river  to  the  eastern  markets,  where  it 
found  a ready  sale.  Large  quantities  of  the 
Hour  ground  at  these  mills  was  also  shipped  in 
the  same  way.  A saw  and  planing-mill  also  in 
this  township  is  in  operation,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Penn’s  Creek  from  New  Berlin.  Jt  is 
owned  by  B.  F.  Solomon,  who  is  also  a maker 
of  the  old-fashioned  wooden  pumps. 

.1 1 'STICKS  OK  TI1K  Pk.U'K. — The  justices  of 
the  peace  elected  and  commissioned  since  18o(i 
have  been,— 

Jacob  Dubs,  August  JO,  ISfil! ; (Jeorge  Fugle,  Aug- 
usl  ,‘!u,  I 855  ; Abraham  Dyer,  April  I t,  is, 77  ; George 
Melir,  April  lb,  is, 78;  II.  C.  Cook,  April  12,1851); 
V.  II,  Wagner,  April  15,  1852;  John  M.  Daubennan, 
April  21,  18(15;  V,  11.  Wagner,  April  1),  1SU7  ; John 
M.  Daubennan, . March  22,1870;  Y.  II.  Wagner,  A pril 
«l,  1872;  Seth  Mitchell,  March  Jti,  1875;  Y.  II.  Wag- 
ner, March  17,  1877;  John  M.  Daubennan,  March  .‘10,  ! 
1880;  A".  II.  Wagner,  April  7, 1882  ; John  M.  Dauber-  j 
man  April  18,  1885. 

Fdkcationa  i,.  — The  Jackson  township 
school  district  embraces  live  schools,  which  are 
taught  five  months  in  the  year.  The  average  | 
attendance  during  a term  is  about  one  hundred.  ! 

In  the  year  I 85b  Jackson  town-hip  had  six 
schools.  There  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-  ] 


lour  male  and  ninety-live  female  pupils ; fifteen 
wore  studying  Herman,  h ive  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  dollars  were  levied  for  school  purposes. 
The  Stale  appropriation  was  Sb2.<!5,  and  the 
cost  of  fuel  and  contingencies  was  I>y 

the  act  of  Mav  1 , 1 S(j  1 , creating  an  independent 
school  district,  a part  of  Jackson  was  embraced 
in  this  district,  reducing  it  in  school  territory. 
In  the  years  1883  and  ’84  there  were  five  schools 
kept  open  months.  Ninety-nine  nude  and  sev- 
enty female  pupils  were  in  attendance.  Five 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  tax  were  levied  for 
school  purposes.  State  appropriation  £122.11. 
In  order  to  show  by  contrast  what  the  improve- 
ments have  been  in  the  schools,  the  following, 
taken  from  the  note-book  of  Daniel  S.  Boyer, 
comity  superintendent,  in  1857,  ’58  and  ’51),  is 
presented  in  this  connection.  The  live  school- 
houses  and  furniture  of  the  present  day  arc 
quite  an  improvement  in  this  direction. 

“School  near  George  lirouse,  in  Jackson  township, 
visited  January  1858;  situate  near  the  road  leading 
from  Cro/.erville  to  New  Berlin;  no  shade-trees;  a 
log  house  twenty-five  feet  square,  not  ceiled;  eight 
feet  in  the  clear;  eight  windows;  two  long  tables; 
pupils  facing  one-another  ; no  blackboard. 

“School  near  David  Snyder  visited  January  7, 
1858;  a weather-boarded  house,  twenty  feet  square; 
six  windows,  to  open  upwards;  house  not  ceiled; 
nine  desks  to  seat  two  pupils,  four  desks  to  seat  four 
pupils  each,  yet  forty-nine  pupils  crowded  into  this 
space.” 


CHAP  T F U XI  X. 

UK  ION  T0WNS1I I I’d 

A I'KTiTio.v  was  signed  in  the  (till  of  1S5(! 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Chapman  township,  and 
presented  to  the  court  of  Snyder  County  at  the 
February  sessions,  1857,  asking  that  a new 
township  he  formed  from  the  territory.  Upon 
this  representation,  Mr.  AI  iddleswarth,  John 
Troxcl  and  (leorgc  Sehoeli  were  appointed  as 
viewers  bv  the  court.  'They  made  examination 
of  the  part  of  the  township  proposed  to  he  set 
off,  and  made  a report  at  the  May  term,  1857,  in 
which  they  state  that  the  majority  of  the  inhab- 
itants arc  opposed  to  a division,  and,  after  a 

1 liy  1).  S.  Boyer. 
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careful  examination  of'  tin;  territory,  also  de- 
cided again-l  a division  ol  lint  township.  Tin: 
report,  against  a division  was  continued  m’.s7  hy 
the  court,  May  80,  1807,  and  continued  abso- 
lutely February  -8,  187)8. 

Another  attempt  was  made  to  divide  the 
township  in  I So!).  ( ommissioners  were  ap- 

pointed, who  made  a report  at  the  September 
term  of  court  in  (hat  year,  and  presented  a draft 
of  a new  township,  embracing  a part  of  the1  ter- 
ritory proposed  to  lie  erected  in  1 8o7.  The 
report  closed  with  an  expression  of  opinion  that 
the  territory  included  within  the  lines  ought  to 
be  erected  into  a separate  township,  to  be  called 
by  the  name  of  McKee.  Exceptions  were  tiled 
September  21st,  and,  .June  2b,  1800,  were  oyer- 
ruled  and  report  of  division  continued  lay  the 
court.  The  court  then  ordered  that  a vote  of 
the  electors  of  Chapman  township  be  taken  on 
I he  (piesl  ion  of  division  on  Thursday,  August 
;:<),  lSbt).  There  is  no  minute  in  the  court 
records  to  show  that  an  election  was  held,  nor 
of  any  further  action  upon  the  matter  at  that 
time. 

In  18(11  the  subject  was  again  brought  up, 
and  commissioners  were  appointed  to  view  the 
territory.  Their  report  was  signed  December 
2d,  and  made  to  the  court  at  the  December 
term,  18bl,  accompanied  by  a draft  of  the  pro- 
posed township. 

No  records  are  found  that  throw  light  on  the 
action  taken  prior  to  the  erection  of  the  town- 
ship. An  election  was  ordered  to  be  held  on 
the  28d  of  April,  18b!),  at  which  time  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  votes  were  cast  in -favor  of 
division  and  thirty-live  votes  against.  Return 
was  made  to  the  court  May  2b  in  that  year,  and 
the  court  ordered  that  the  new  township  be 
called  “ Union,”  and  that  the  elections  in  said 
new  township  shall  be  held  at  the  public  school- 
house  in  the  lower  end  of  Port  Trevorton. 

Chapman  township,  when  it  was  erected  in 
1820,  extended  along  the  Susquehanna  I’iver 
from  the  mouth  of  Mahanlango,  where  it  Hows 
into  the  Susquehanna  River,  to  the  Penn 
■township  line,  a distance  of  nine  miles.  I Inion 
township  extends  along  the  Susquehanna 
River  from  the  mouth  of  Ilerrold’s  ('reek, 
where  it  Hows  into  the  river  to  the  Penn  towu- 


! ship  line,  a distance  of  four  miles  and  forty 
rod-.  The  land  along  the  river  is  fertile  and 
productive.  The  other  portion  is  rolling. 
Rack  from  the  river  the  soil  is  a red  shale. 
Further  back  the  soil  is  mixed  with  yellow 
gravel  and  a sandy  loam,  nearly  all  of  it  being 
under  cultivation.  There  are  no  large  streams 
back  of  the  river  and  no  water-power  sullieicnl 
to  drive  a mill. 

One  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  what  is  now 
Union  township  was  Peter  Witmer,  grandfather 
of  the  lion.  Daniel  W itmer.  Me  was  born  in 
Ilertzheim,  Nassau,  Dillsburgssiliaft,  in  1787. 
He  married  Maria  Solomon,  in  Philadelphia, 
1 77)7.  1 le  came  up  the  Susquehanna  River  in 

a river-boat,  from  Columbia,  in  17bb,  when  his 
son  Samuel,  father  of  Judge  Witmer,  was  only 
five  years  old.  He  landed  at  the  place  w here 
Judge  Witmer  now  lives  and  put  up  a 
log  hut  between  the  place  where  the  two 
dwelling-houses  are  now  erected.  It  was 
afterwards  long  used  as  a stable.  In  Inter 
years  he  built  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Isaac  Fyer.  Ilis  son  Samuel  built  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Judge  Witmer,  in  1814. 
When  Peter  Witmer  died  his  son  Samuel 
bought  the  property.  Samuel  \\  itmer  wras  born 
April  4,  1771.  When  he  died  his  son,  lion. 
Daniel  Witmer,  bought  the  farm.  He  now 
owns  and  occupies  it,  together  with  his  two 
sons-in-law,  Isaac,  layer  and  N.  T.  Dun- 
dore.  'The  fifth  generation  now  lives  on  the 
same  premises.  For  what  is  called  the  “hill 
tract,”  a warrant  was  issued  to  John  'Thornton 
May  b,  1800,  w ho,  by  deed  dated  September 
20,  1800,  conveyed  it  to  George  Moore,  who, 
bv  deed  dated  April  20,  1818,  conveyed  it  to 
Samuel  W itmer.  For  the  river  tract  two  war- 
rants were  issued, — one  dated  February  7, 
I7-7.7,  to  Rebecca  Uea  ; another,  dated  April  18, 
1780,  to  John  Motz.  Samuel  Witmer,  in  his 
last  will  and  testament,  dated  September  21, 
182!),  appointed  Sarah  Witmer  and  George 
llcrrold  Ids  executors,  to  whom  a patent  was 
granted  January  2!),  I 88 1 . 

Among  the  early  settlers  were  John  Thorn- 
ton, who  lived  where  Port  'Trevorton  is  now 
located.  John  W itmer,  uncle  of  Judge  Wit- 
mer, lived  on  the  place1  now  owned  bv  John  S. 
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Wolf.  Frederick  Brill  lived  where  Henry 
Seech  rist  now  lives.  The  early  .settlers  built 
log  cabins,  of  round  logs,  with  two  rooms,  and 
a chimney,  built  at  the  back  end,  of  slicks  of 
wood  and  mud.  Such  cabins  were  also  erected 
on  the  farm  where  Peter  Gemberling  died  sev- 
eral years  ago,  and  where  Ilenrv  llood  now 
lives.  The  grain  rinsed  and  not  needed  was 
taken  to  Beading  and  Philadelphia  on  wagons, 
and  merchandise  brought  back  on  the  return 
trip  for  the  small  stores  then  kept  in  (he  neigh- 
borhood. 

John  Blasser  came  from  Cumberland  about 
177G,  and  purchased  an  improvement  of  one 
John  Peed,  who  is  assessed  in  Penn  town- 
ship in  1 775.  John  Blasser  died  May  24, 
1791,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  grave-yard  near 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  William  C.  Herrold,  who 
is  his  great-granddaughter.  It  is  said  that 
Reed  was  killed  by  the  Indians.  John  Blasser,  j 
a son  of  John  Blasser,  donated  the  burial-place 
lot  for  public  use  many  years  ago.  lie  died  in 
1829,  and  is  buried  there.  Abraham  Blasser 
died  in  188G,  and  is  also  buried  there. 

Jacob  Sholley  came  from  Lebanon  to  this 
section  in  1778  and  located  where  Port  Trevor- 
ton  now  is.  1 1 is  house  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
canal  basin,  where  the  bridge  crosses  the  canal. 
The  canal  was  built  through  part  of  his  orchard. 
J).  P.  Sholley  justice  of  the  peace,  a descendant 
of  Jacob  Sholley,  owns  part  of  the  farm. 

flic  tract  of  land  now  owned  bv  HI  ins  S.  Stohl 
was  warranted  to  John  Herman  under  three 
warrants,  dated  December  18,  1778;  June  4, 
1792;  and  May  19,  1794.  The  tract  was 
patented  to  him  April  17,  1810,  and  contained 
two  hundred  and  sevontv-livc  acres.  Mr.  Stohl 
is  a graduate  of  the  Frecburg  Academy,  a 
member  of  the  board  ol  school  directors,  and  I 
lor  several  vears  has  been  secretary  of  the  board. 

Charles  L.  Witmer,  secretary  of  the  school  1 
board  of  1 1 n ion  township,  was  a school-teacher 
for  a number  of  years.  lie  is  now  engaged  in 
farming. 

John  S.  Wolfe  served  one  term  ns. sheriff  of 
Snyder  County,  and  served  in  nearly  all  the 
township  offices.  Me  resides  near  (Jeneral 
Williams,  and  is  oxleiisivolv  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. 


J.  I).  Biegel,  a native  of  the  township,  has 
j been  a school-teacher  for  a number  of  years. 

N.  T.  I hmdore,  a native  of  Berks  Countv,  is 
a partner  of  his  father-in-law,  lion.  D.  \\  il- 
mer,  in  the  mercantile  Imsinos  at  Dundoro.  lie 
is  also  postmaster  at  this  place,  lb  ha-  served 
I as  school  d i rector. 

Isaac  A.  Ever,  son-in-law  of  Judge  Witmer, 
also  resides  here. 

William  II.  Boyer,  a merchant  near  Port 
Trevorton,  is  a son  of  ex-Sherilf  Henry  S. 
Boyer.  He  served  in  the  Rebellion  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
first  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
was  at  the  battles  of  Clmnccllorville,  Antietam 
and  South  Mountain. 

Verdi  11a,  a small  settlement  near  Keiser’s 
Church,  has  a post-office,  of  which  Isaac  S. 
Longaerc  is  postmaster. 

Daniel  Krebs  is  now  serving  his  first  term 
as  a justice  of  the  peace  in  Dnion  township, 
and  resides  on  his  farm,  near  Witmcr’s  church. 
I b ■ is  the  father  of  Dr.  Jacob  Krebs,  a young 
physician,  residing  at  Herndon,  Northumber- 
land (’ountv,  who  is  a son-in  law  of  Elias 
Went/el,  a farmer  of  Union  township. 

Colonel  Thomas  W.  Hoffman  and  Lieutenant 
I Jacob  F.  Hoffman,  natives  of  Lykens  township, 
Dauphin  County,  came  to  Port  'Trevorton  in 
lNGo,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
which  they  still  continue.  Colonel  Hoffman 
was  engaged  in  business  in  Philadelphia  when 
the  war  broke  out.  He  enlisted  in  the  Seventy- 
second  Regiment,  and  was  in  many  of  the  bat- 
tles of  the  Potomac  army.  After  the  campaign 
in  the  Wilderness,  he  was  mustered  out;  but 
Governor  Curtin  authorized  him  to  recruit  a 
company,  which  became  Company  A,  Two 
Hundred  and  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, commanded  by  (he  late  Colonel  A.  B. 
MeCalmont.  1 le  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Fort  Steadman,  and  lie  was  brevetted  major 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  services.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  capture  of  the  line  of  earth- 
works in  front  of  Petersburg.  In  this  engage- 
ment lie  received  the  appointment  of  lieutenant 
colonel  by  brevet  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
services.  He  was  attached  to  the  stall’ of  Gen- 
eral Ilartranfl,  as  engineer  officer  of  theuliv- 
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isimi,  until  .Juno  1,  1 S ( > ."> , when  lie  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service,  and  returned  to  1 1 is  home 
in  l)nii|>liin  ('utility,  and  soon  alter  came  to 
I’ort  Trevorlon. 

Colonel  I Tollman  married  Miss  Sallie  Shin- 
del,  a daughter  of  Solomon  Shindel,  an  ex- 
iiiemlier  of  the  I ,cgislal lire  of  Dauphin  County, 
and  a grand-daughter  o I Rev.  J . I *.  Shi  rule  I,  Sr., 
of  Suubury. 

Lieutenant  Jaeoh  I'd  I Tollman,  who  came  to 
l’ort  Trevorton  with  his  brother  in  18G5,  mar- 
ried ;i  daughter  of  Abraham  Witmer,  of  ( biion 
township.  JTe  resided,  before  the  war,  in 
I niontowii  and  Berrysburg,  and  enlisted  in  the 
emergency  under  Colonel  Jennings,  and  en- 
countered  Ewell’s  Corps  of  Leo’s  army.  When 
a clerk  in  lvelker  A Bro.’s  hardware  store  at 
Harrisburg  lie  enlisted  in  the  company  of  his 
brother,  Captain  T.  M . I l()Hinan,and  assisted  him 
in  raising  (he  company,  and  was  chosen  hirst 
Lieutenant,  and  afterward  appointed  Adjutant 
of  the  Two  Hundred  and  Light h Regiment  bv 
Lieutenant-Colonel  M.  T.  I leint/elman.  After 
serving  a while  in  that  position  he  resigned  and 
returned  to  his  companv,  which  he  commanded 
in  the  battle  of  Fort  Steadman,  and  received  a 
gun-shot  wound  in  that  engagement. 

ClIUKCll  OK  THE  EVANGELICAL  Associa- 
tiox. — Missionaries  of  the  Evangelical  Associ- 
ation came  to  Chapman,  near  Union  township, 
in  1881,  and  organized  a class  consisting  of 
Benjamin  Striekler,  Peter  (iermau,  John  Gaug- 
ler,  John  Thornton,  Henry  Witmer  and  Mrs. 
Samuel  Witmer  (the  mother  of  Judge  Witmer), 
and  several  others,  who  are  all  dead  except 
John  Gaugler,  who  now  lives  in  Ohio.  In 
1 8 Jo  they  built  the  church  still  standing,  but 
which  was  since  remodeled  and  repainted.  Ft 
was  the  lirst  church  in  this  locality.  The  near- 
est church  of  the  Fvangelical  Association  at 
that  time  was  at  Xew  Berlin,  Union  County, 
and  another  at  Lebanon,  I’a.  John  Gaugler 
donated  one  acre  of  land  for  cemetery  purposes 
and  the  timber  used  in  the  erection  of  the 
church.  The  building  committee  were  John 
Gaugler,  Benjamin  Striekler  and  Jacob  Wit- 
mer. 

Zion’s  Ciit'iieii  was  erected  in  the  year  ]N‘>7. 
It  is  .1  brick  building,  situated  about  two  miles 


north  of  Port  Trevorton.  Rev.  J.  Stamm  was 
tjie  minister  on  the  circuit  when  the  church  was 
built.  The  membership  is  about  thirty,  (ieorge 
Gaugler,  Isaac  Flanders  and  Peter  Stellcii  are 
the  trustees.  It  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren 
denomination. 

K EisEifs  Cm  kcii,  four  miles  north  of  Port 
Trevorlon,  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  and  lie- 
formed  denominations.  Built  in  1810;  Jona- 
than Shotsbergcr  and  Jacob  Walburn  building 
committee.  Jacob  Iveiser  had  donated  two 
acres  of  ground  for  a cemetery  many  years  be- 
fore the  church  was  built.  Funeral  sermons 
were  preached  in  his  house,  near  where  the 
church  now  stands.  On  the  tomb-stone  of  Jacob 
Iveiser  we  learn  that  he  died  May.  1829,  aged 
forty-two  years.  John,  son  of  Jacob  Bigel, 
died  1804.  Elizabeth  Lewengut  died  in  the 
year  1807.  Jacob  Lewengut  died  July  JO, 
1822.  One  time-worn  tomb-stone  shows  figures 
ol  1801  ; the  name  could  not  be  deciphered. 
Those  old  tomb-stones  show  an  age  of  eiglitv- 
live  years.  As  some  were  buried  before  with- 
out tomb-stones,  the  oldest  inhabitants  say  this 
grave-yard  has  been  used  over  one  hundred 
years. 

Schools. — The  school  history  of  this  town- 
| ship  properly  begins  in  1809,  when  it  was  form- 
ed. Its  previous  history  is  given  in  Chapman 
1 township,  out  of  which  this  township  was  formed. 
There  was  a log  school-house  near  where  Jacob 
\\  alburn  lives,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town- 
ship, where  a subscription  school  was  kept. 
Simon  Snvder  taught  here,  and  also  near 
Keiser’s  church,  in  1825  to  1839.  Daniel  Sny- 
der also  taught  near  Keiser’s  church.  John 
Lenig,  Esrp,  taught  a school  several  winter 
terms  in  his  spring  house,  on  the  premises  now 
owned  by  Adam  L.  Spangler.  His  son  John 
acted  as  a supply  when  his  lather  was  otherwise 
engaged.  Most  of  the  early  teachers  who  un- 
dertook to  teach  the  English  reading  were  unable 
to  speak  the  English  language. 

Samuel  School,  Es<p,  born  March  25,  1805, 
and  died  August  17,  1880,  taught  school  four- 
teen winters.  lie  was  a good  German  scholar 
and  penman,  and  was  a man  of  excellent  char- 
acter; was  a county  commissioner  of  Snyder 
County  three  years,  fifteen  years  justice  of  the 


lilt  ' I 


">■'1  i ‘X  'T — .t. 

! //  > : it  ’ll//  ;t:  ■ 

t ■ 


' ■ ’ " ■'  .I',.-  * ^ ■ 

u-  »W»,  HH-jnw.  ! U jj,M  ! f>rt,  *}0  „•  , 

: '”»■  • *•  ' !»-<»  j,flJ 


157G 


JUNIATA  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


peace,  and 

sell  oo  1 < 1 

i reel  or  fourteen 

years.  Me 

conduct  ed 

the  sin 

igiug  in  church 

at  ( irubb’s 

( 'liiirch  am 

1 other 

places  for  lil’ty 

years.  He 

also  taught 

subseri 

ption  school  at 

K ant/,  J lea- 

ver  townsl 

iiji,  am 

1 in  Chapman 

township  at 

Grubb’s  C 

liureli. 

1 le  concluded 

his  school  in 

an  orderly 

maiinei 

1 1 1 188b 

i there 

were  in  this  township  eight 

schools,  having  two  hundred  and  lour  male  and 
one  hundred  and  sixty-two  female  pupils.  The 
amount  levied  for  school  purposes  was  §1087; 
the  State  appropriation  was  §5257.73. 

The  present  hoard  of  directors  are  G.  M. 
Houser,  president;  E.  \V it mer,  secretary  ; 
ITS.  Stahl,  treasurer;  Solomon  Shod,  D.  Cl. 
Stahl  and  M . 1*.  Arnold,  Esq. 

L’okt  Ti:r:\'oirro.\  was  laid  out  in  the  war 
1 853,  and  was  named  in  honor  of  John  15. 
Trevor,  of  New  York,  one  of  the  original 
stockholders  ot  the  Trevorton  (foal  and  Rail- 
road Company,  d'lie  draft  of  the  town  was 
made  hy  Mr.  Quillage.  The  town  now  con- 
tains a population  of  about  four  hundred.  It 
has  two  hotels,  two  stores  and  several  shops. 

J.  15.  Swart/,  who  served  as  a school  director 
of  l T n ion  township,  is  engaged  in  the  furniture 
business.  .J.  N.  Houser,  of  this  village,  is  one 
of  the  present  county  commissioners. 

There  are  two  chartered  lorries  across  the 
river  k-  pi  ar;L:~p!  . IT  first  was  eiian>;-ivd 
i n 1 8 i 0,  t he  other  i n 1 88n. 

The  Trevorton  Coal  and  Railroad  Companv 
built  a bridge  across  the  Susquehanna  River 
about  1 8o  I . Tins  was  a double  bridge  and  had 
a wagon  track  on  it.  It  was  a great,  convenience 
to  the  public.  On  one  side  wasa  railroad  track 
over  which  coal  was  carried  to  a basin  in  the 
canal,  loaded  on  boats  and  conveyed  to  all  points 
along  the  canal,  d’lie  bridge  became  unsafe  and 
the  company  took  it  down  in  1870. 

In  1 854  Jeremiah  Royer  erected  a saw-mill 
and  planing-mill  near  the  lock  in  the  canal, 
using  the  water  from  the  canal  and  carried  on  an 
extensive  business. 

John  D.  Bogar,  the  present  owner,  bought  the 
mill  in  1870,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber.  It  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing industries  of  the  place,  furnishing  employ- 
ment to  a number  of  men. 


Along  the  two  mile  level  from  the  lock  at 
General  Williams  to  Port  Trevortoii,  about 
thirty-eight  men  and  nineteen  boys  are  engaged 
in  tin-  boating  business,  and  nineteen  boats  are 
in  use. 

In  1 8b  1 Rosllethwait  A Bogar  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business;  in  l.SotJ,  Sayers  A 
Forsyth;  in  1 Sb8,  .).  R.  Bogar  A Bro.j  in 
duly,  18(10,  Brown  A Deppon  ; in  August,  18Gb, 
Holfman  A Bro.,  who  have  continued  to  this 
date. 

CnritciiKs. — In  1850  Rev.  E.  Horseboy  wn- 
sent  by  the  conference  of  l hi  i tod  Broth  reu  Church 
to  this  county,  lie  had  no  membership,  but 
worked  diligentlv  and  secured  the  erection  of  a 
church  at  JTeeburg,  performing  a part  of  the 
work  with  his  own  hands.  d'lie  Ini  toil 
Brethren  Church  at  Port  d'rcvorton  was  built 
in  1873,  when  Rev.  Yeager  traveled  on  the 
circuit.  It  was  named  “ Mark  wood  Church” 
in  honor  of  Bishop  Markwood.  It  has  a mem- 
bership of  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  present 
trustees  are  Jacob  K.  1 [oilman,  George  ( i angler, 
D.  S.  d'hursby,  Esq.,  J ).  Snyder  and  M.  P. 
Arnold,  Esq.  Idle  congregation  is  in  a pros- 
perous condition,  d’lie  parsonage  is  at  this 
place.  Revs,  Horseboy,  1 Iaekman,  Crannier, 
Smith,  Noll,  Stamm,  Moyer,  Brewer,  Yeager, 
Buchter  and  Zimmerman,  are  some  of  the 
mini'O  r-  that  have  preached  on  this  circuit. 

d he  Evangelical  Association  has  a neat  and 
commodious  church  and  parsonage  here.  Rev. 
Young  is  the  present  pastor. 


C II  AFTER  XX. 

MON  no  IS  TOWNSHIP.1 

At  the  December  sessions  (1 855)  of  Union 
County  a petition  was  presented  to  the  court 
asking  for  the  erection  of  a new  township  out  of 
parts  of  Penn  and  Union  townships.  Henry 
Motz,  George  Hilbish  and  F.  C.  Moyer  were 
appointed  as  commissioners.  They  presented  a 
report  of  their  work  to  the  court  in  January, 
1850.  d'lie  report,  together  with  a plat  or  draft, 
was  tiled  and  confirmed.  All  of  these  proeecd- 


1 lly  lloniec  Allemnii,  Ksq. 


' T!  11 SV  'If or  5W)  tSfytfl 

•!t  •'  •>•/,  • ill  ')  ■ 


. : 1 . 

y\  I- ■'  •">.  m-  • 

’ 

•hur-''’  l>:.v  >y:  • » ia(,U  <ilj  i |U>  '•  ' >i  i •!  , 

• li  ' l ’ i'  . ; 

:.h.  ...  t ■ 1 ' -i  i.  i • ~i  :•  ! 

.‘('JJI  .VO  ill*  ‘’1.;  'l!f  j'H.-ttio  'I  . Jo l* 


SNYlMHt  COUNTY. 


1577 


ings  were,  on  ihe  Aid  of  May,  1 8 ~) ( > , certified  to 
the  new  county  of  Snyder,  in  which  territory  the 
new  township  then  was.  Thus  was  created  the 
township  of  Monroe  out  of  the  northeastern  part 
of  Penn  and  the  southern  pari  of  I nion  town- 
ships. 

l’.utK  mu.. 

< )ne  of  tin'  most  romantic  places  along  the 
Susquehanna  is  the  famous  Clue  Hill,  in  the 
northeastern  extremity  of  the  township.  Tong 
before  (he  eye  of  the  white  man  beheld  its 
beautv,  the  child  of  the  forest  was  familiar  with 
its  attractions.  From  its  summit  he  beheld  the 
early  dawn  and  the  lar-olf  coming  of  the  king 
• of  day.  Casting  his  eye  beneat  h he  beheld  the 
sparkling  waiters  gathering  close  to  its  embrace 
and  the  undulating  hills  and  valleys  bevond. 
As  he  stood  wrapped  in  wonder  and  admiration 
his  soul  must  have  been  lifted  higher  in  praise 
and  adoration  to  the  Croat  Spirit.  As  thus  it 
moved  the  Fed  man,  so  now  the  influence  of 
this  place  is  still,- — to  lift  the  soul  of  man  from 
Nature  up  to  Nature’s  Cod.1 

1 Prior  to  1800,  .John  Mason,  a man  of  many  eccentrici- 
ties, came  from  Philadelphia,  selected  the  highest  point  of 
I'.lne  Mill  and  began  to  build  on  it  a two-story  frame  house 
and  paint  it  white.  It  had  about  fifty  feet  front  and  a por- 
tico extending  all  around  it.  On  the  lop  of  the  house  was 
an  observatory.  Another  building  of  his  was  known  as 
the  “leaning  tower,”  which  stood  on  the  very  edge  and 
leaned  over  the  precipice  at  an  angle  of  about-  thirty-live 
degrees  and  was  securely  fastened  to  a solid  foundation  by 
means  of  strong  iron  bolts.  Upon  the  top  it  was  surrounded 
by  a railing.  This  tower  was  built  about  1S;!U.  About 
1871  it  was  removed  by  an  act  of  vandalism.  No  invitation 
was  ever  extended  by  Mason  to  visit  him;  yet  all  who 
happened  there  were  treated  with  courtesy  if  they  did  not 
disturb  him.  lie  visited  Philadelphia  about  twice  a year, 
always  making  the  journey  on  foot.  A short  distance  from 
where  the  tower  stood  is  his  grave,  with  the  following  in- 
scription on  his  tombstone  : 

“John  M \son, 
of  lllue  Mill. 

Horn  in  l’hilada.  hoc. 

7th,  17tks, 

I tepart ed  this  Idle 
At  Long  Peach  l'’arin, 

Near  Newberry, 

Lycoming  Co.,  April  2’ith, 

1 8 lb, 

Aged  MO  years,  I inus, 
and  1 8 days.1' 

Another  matter  of  interest  connecled  with  this  romantic 
spiii  is  the  following  story,  as  related  by  Jacob  Cook,  late 


On  the  exist  side  of  i >1  tic  1 1 ill,  tit  the  liist  ra- 
vine, a few  rods  below  the  Northumberland 
bridge,  the  great  Indian  path  began  from  the 
Siistpiehanna.  The  path  j Kissed  up  through 
this  ravine,  and  for  .several  miles  followed  the 
same  course  its  the  present,  public  road  that  leads 
past  Tosher's,  Young’s  and  Truths  lands;  then 
it  turned  toward  the  river;  thence  along  the 
bank  of  the  river  toward  Winfield;  thence  to- 
ward Tewisbtirgh,  Buffalo  ( reek,  Shikellimv’s 
town,  along  the  river,  around  the  rocks  and  into 
White  I )eer  1 1 ole  Valley. 

Among  the  first  public  roads  passing  through 
what  is  now  Monroe  township,  was  the  old 
Slate  road  leading  from  Northumberland  to 
Harrisburg.  This  hits  always  been  a busy,  and 
much  travelled  thoroughfare.  A long  this  road, 
from  Northumberland  to  Selin’s  (drove,  a dis- 
tance of  seven  miles,  there  were  in  the  davs  of 
staging,  no  less  than  nine  taverns,  all  except 
one  were  built  prior  to  TSOU.  Their  names 
were, — Schuyler’s  tavern,  at  the  foot  of  Blue 
Hill;  Thomas  Armsl  roitg’s,  at  the  ferry;  (Norge 
Keen’s,  Keensville  Hotel,  (now  Shatnokin 
Dam);  Daniel  I lutninel’s,  “ The  Rising  Sun,” 
where  the  public  road  leads  toward  Tewis- 
hiirgli.  This  was  a long  frame  building,  with 
porch  extending  along  the  front.  In  its  place 
now  stands  a large  brick  house,  built  and  used 
as  a hotel  by  Air.  Hummel,  now  occupied  and 
owned  by  Samuel  Hartman  as  a dwelling; 
Captain  Jacob  Hummel’s,  still  standing,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  road,  and  is  the  residence  of 
Benjamin  Long  ; John  Filbert’s,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  road,  and  lately  owned  by  Dr.  1*. 

of  Muncy,  Pa.:  4 ‘About  the  time  of  the  Indian  troubles, 
Marcus  it  tiling,  living  in  the  town  of  Northumberland, 
was  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  when  he  was  suddenly 
chased  by  a number  of  Indians.  Me  Van  as  swiftly 
its  he  could  towards  ihe  precipice  at  lllue  Hill,  but 
they  gained  so  rapidly  upon  him  that  lie  expected  to  he 
taken  there.  They  also  fancied  him  secure  in  their  grasp. 
Ileing  drove  to  the  edge  of  Ihe  frightful  precipice,  with  the 
savages  yelling  in  his  rear,  he  determined  to  make  the 
dreadful  leap,  preferring  to  die  in  this  manner  rather  than 
fall  beneath  the  tomahawk  of  the  Indian.  Seizing  a large 
branch  of  a tree  in  his  hands  lie  jumped  over  and  lauded 
some  ninety  feet  below  on  a shelf  of  rock  unhurt  ! From 
this  point  lie  jumped  forty  feel  further  and  escaped  with 
only  the  dislocation  of  his  shoulder.  The  savages  were 
obliged  In  rim  round  for  a mile  when  lie  escaped." 
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li.  Wagensellcr  ; Jacob  I fettrich’s,  “Jackson 
1 louse/’  now  owned  by  William  Hettrich  and 
occupied  liy  George  Stine  as  a residence; 
George  Shalfer’s  slood  where  now  stands  the 
brick  residence  of  John  llummel.  Tins  was  a 
weather  boarded  building,  and  was  moved  by 
John  Hummel  to  a place  between  the  public 

road  and  canal,  w here  it  still  stand-  ; 

Young’s,  “ I >daek  Horse  Tavern,”  now  in  the 
upper  part  of  Selin’s  ( J rove.  This  building  was 
burned  in  1818.  Young  started  to  rebuild  it, 
but  it  was  finished  by  Francis  Rhoads,  who 
kept  tavern  there  for  a number  of  years,  when 
William  Gauglcr  took  charge.  On  the  sign  he 
had  painted  a large  rock  fish.  A man  named 
Docblcr  once  kept  tavern  here.  The  building, 
a large  two-story  brick,  is  still  standing,  and  is 
now  occupied  by  \\  illiam  J.  Wagensellcr,  as  a 
dwelling  and  store.  In  the  spring  of  the  year, 
these  taverns  were  the  scenes  of  much  hilarity 
by  the  raftsmen,  who  on  their  way  home,  after 
delivering  their  rafts  at  their  destination,  never 
failed  to  give  these  places  the  benefit  of  their 
presence.  I'll  esc  “ Yankees,”  as  they  were 

called,  were  a jovial  class  of  men,  always  full 
of  fun  and  ready  with  all  kinds  of  tricks. 
They  left  an  impression  that  will  never  be  for- 
gotten by  those  who  were  called  upon  to  enter- 
tain them.  After  spending  the  winter  in  the 
dense  forests  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State, 
in  felling  trees  and  forming  their  rafts,  spring 
meant  for  them  a jollv  time,  floating  down  the 
river. 

In  addition  to  those  taverns  already  named, 
was  one  built  bv  Airs.  George  Gauglcr,  in  1885, 
at  Shamokin  l)am.  It  stood  near  the  river 
and  was  intended  more  especially  to  accommo- 
date the  river-men.  It  is  now  occupied  bv 
George  Annual  as  a dwelling.  Hartman’s 
tavern,  half  a mile  below  the  dam,  was  built  in 
18 Jo,  and  is  owned  now  by  1!.  G.  Fiss.  The 
tavern  built  in  1882  by  Renjamin  Hummel, 
father  of  John  Hummel,  was  intended  to  ac- 
commodate the  raftsmen.  In  1855  it  was  aban- 
doned as  a hotel,  and  in  1 88 J its  bricks  were 
used  in  ('reeling  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Theodore  11  umiiiel. 

SI  I AMOK  IX  DAM. 

Shamokin  Ham  is  live  miles  north  of  Selin’s 


Grove,  and  contains  about  three  hundred  in- 
habitants, many  of  w hom  are  fishermen,  who 
find  an  excellent  market  in  Sunbiiry.  Other.-1 
act  as  pilots  in  conducting  rafts  through  the 
shale  in  the  dam  and  in  piloting  them  down 
the  river.  Prior  to  the  construction  of  the  j 
dams  at  ( 'ohimhia  and  ('lark’s  Ferry  there  ex-  | 
isted  at  this  place  excellent  shad  fisheries. 
Fisheries  also  existed  along  the  w hole  of  the  j 
eastern  part  of  the  township  adjoining  the 
river.  Great  numbers  of  shad  were  caught  . 
every  spring.  G.  Alilton  Gross,  a citizen  of! 
this  place,  is  a practical  fi-herman,  and  one  who  j 
has  given  much  time  and  attention  in  studying  I 
the  habits  and  nature  of  the  finny  tribe.  Air. 
Gross  deserves  great  credit  for  devising  a plan 
whereby  the  obstructions  to  the  propagation 
of  our  choice  fish  may  be  overcome,  and  the 
benefits  of  our  once  valuable  fisheries  be  again 
re-established.  Me  has  invented  a fish-way, 
w hich,  if  adopted  by  the  .State  Fish  Gommis- 
sioners  and  placed  in  the  dams  across  the  Sus- 
quehanna, will  once  more  restore  to  many  of 
our  citizens  that  which  their  forefathers  en- 
joyed. The  plan  adopted  by  Air.  Gross  sup- 
plies all  the  conditions  which  nature  afford.-, 
in  order  to  enable  migratory  fish  to  pass  up  the 
rapid  waters  to  the  head  of  the  streams  for 
propagation.  This  new  fish-ladder  or  slnite 
contains  such  eddies  and  sluices  that  it  cannot 
be  otherwise  than  easy  of  ascent  to  fish. 

Shamokin  Dam  contains  a post-office,  Aletli- 
odist  Fpiseopal  Church,  a public  school-lmiise, 
two  general  stores,  two  taverns,  grocery  and 
steam  saw-mill.  There  also  exists  a Lutheran 
congregation,  supplied  by  llev.  Dr.  Dimni, 
of  Selin’s  Grove.  Their  worship  is  held  in  the 
school-house. 

Tm:  AIktiiodist  Ei’isrou.u.  Curtail  first 
worshipped  in  the  public-school  building.  In 
1870  a neat  house  of  worship  was  built,  the 
Rev.  (i.  AY.  Aliller  being  then  the  pastor. 
After  Air.  Aliller  left,  the  congregation  was  I 
supplied  by  the  following-named  pastors  : Revs. 
John  Stine,  1871—72  ; John  Alorehead,  1 ST->— 

7 5 ; F.  T.  Swartz,  187 G— 78  ; J.  \Y.  llueklev, 
1870—81  ; T.  <).  Glees,  1882-84;  G.  \V. 
Stevens,  1885  to  date.  In  1884  a fine-toned 
bell  was  place  in  the  church  belfry.  This  bell 
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was  made  a memorial  kithe  late  l)r.  Isaac  I f < »t- 
tenstein,  who  deeded  the  lot  whereon  the  eliurch 
is  built,  and  \\  ho  was  liberal  in  bis  contribu- 
tions to  it.  Ilis  name  appears  on  the  bell. 
Among  the  membership  of  (bis  congregation 
are  the  Youngs,  Bakelesses,  ( 1 anglers,  Kesslers, 
Walls,  Malieks  and  Jacob  Hendricks.  Mrs. 
Mars'  I lotlcnstein,  relict  of  Dr.  Isaac  1 lotion- 
stein,  now  in  her  eighty-second  vear,  is  a 
devoted  and  valuable  member  of  the  congrega- 
tion, and  manifests  great  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  this  people. 

St.  A I att  n kw’s  Kith  i;i;  a n ( 'iirnwii. — ddds 
congregation  was  organized  in  1872,  bv  1 lev. 
AI.  L.  Sliindel,  then  pastor  at  Selin’s  drove. 
He- served  this  church  until  1874,  when  be 
was  succeeded  by  Roy.  K.  J>.  I\il linger,  the 
regular  pastor  at  Northumberland.  Subse- 
quently this  congregation  was  served  by  Rey. 
I T.  ]>.  Belmer  and  theological  students  from 
Selin’s  drove;  llev.  Dr.  1*.  Horn,  188.4,  and 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  R.  Pimm,  1884,  who  is  now  their 
pastor.  As  yet,  this  congregation  has  no  place 
of  worship  of  its  own,  but  efforts  in  this  direc- 
tion have  been  commenced.  The  families  rep- 
resented in  this  congregation  are  T rex  levs, 
Iiummels,  danglers,  Fishers,  1 Risers  and 
others.  The  present  membership,  fifty  ; Sunday- 
school  members,  one  hundred. 

Shamokin  Dam  has  had  a post-office  since 
1830.  'The  first  postmaster  appointed  was  the 
late  deorge  Keen,  who  kept  the  office  in  his 
tavern.  Dr.  T saac  Ilottenstcin  was  appointed 
deputy  postmaster.  Jonas  Trexler  is  the  pre- 
sent incumbent. 

The  1 nisi  ness  and  other  interests  of  the 
place  are  represented  as  follows:  Jonas  Trexler, 
general  store  and  postmaster;  Fisher  A Kessler, 
general  store;  Dr.  11.  II.  Bordner  and  David 
Wendt,  grocery;  Frederick  Ilottenstcin,  tav- 
ern ; d.  W.  Brown,  steam  saw-mill,  doing  an 
extensive  business.  The  two  justices  of  the 
township,  R.  C.  Fiss  and  J.  d.  dangler,  reside 
at  the  present  time  at  Shamokin  Dam.  A 
short  distance  above  the  town  is  an  old  ferry, 
which  at  present  is  supplied  willi  steamers, 
which  make  their  trips  to  and  from  Sunbury 
every  fifteen  minutes.  4 lie  river  here  is  spanned 
by  a fine  iron  bridge,  built  by  the  Reading 


Railroad  Company  in  1883.  Concerning  the 
\ origin  of  the  ferry  the  following  is  an  account: 

“ August  14,  1772,  Thomas  l’ciin  and  Richard 
I’cim,  by  letters  patent,  grunted  to  Robert  Ising,  his 
executors  and  assigns,  the  privilege  of  keeping  a 
ferry,  over  lire  main  branch  of  the  (Susquehanna  at 
.Sunbury.  King  conveyed  his  light  to  Adam  Haver- 
ling,  November  .‘to,  1774;  llaverling  to  Christopher 
(lellig,  April  17,  1 7 7 7> ; licltig  to  Abraham  Dewitt, 
October  8,  1770  ; Klcanor  Dew  itt,  alius  Cahlcrn,  ad- 
ministratrix of  Dewitt,  to  .John  Lyon,  October  2o, 
1787;  and  on  the  2d  of  November,  1787,  John  Lyon 
presented  a petition  to  the  Assembly  for  the  privilege 
for  a term  of  years,  which  was  granted.” 

Schools,  CinmiiKs,  ktc. — In  1830,  Dr. 
Isaac  Ilottenstcin  built  a frame  school-house  on 
his  laud,  opposite  deorge  Keen’s  tavern,  lb* 
employed  John  P.  .Sliindel,  Jr.,  now  of  Middle- 
burg,  but  then  a theological  student,  as  teacher, 
fhc  school  was  opened  November  18,  1830. 
it  grew  gradually,  and  at  the  close  of  the  win- 
ter tbere  were  forty  pupils.  Afr.  Sliindel  taught 
there  until  1832,  from  November  until  .March 
in  each  year.  The  school  was  continued  for 
many  years.  The  building,  in  1884,  was  turn 
down,  and  a dwelling  built  in  its  place  by  Afr. 
Jonas  Trexler.  There  are  now  eight  schools 
in  this  township.  The  average  salary  paid 
teachers  is  twenty-eight  dollars  per  month. 

In  addition  to  the  churches  mentioned  as 
being  at  Shamokin  Dam,  there  also  exists  a 
prosperous  eliurrh  of  the  Fvangclieal  Associa- 
tion, which  was  built  in  1882,  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  township.  The  first  church  of  the 
l tiited  Brethren  in  Christ  established  in  Sny- 
der County  was  in  Alonroc  township,  by  the 
Rev.  Fttsebius  Hersehey. 

The  mill  owned  by  F.  J.  Sltoeli,  on  Penn’s 
Creek,  though  now  much  improved  and  en- 
larged, existed  as  early  as  1 ?(>(>,  and  is  men- 
tioned in  a survey  made  by  William  Alaclay, 
during  the  year  named,  when  the  site  was  des- 
ignated as  occupied  by  “App’s  .Mill.”  Along 
the  east  side  of  Penn’s  (’reek,  near  Selin’s 
( iroyc,  an  iron  forge  existed.  ATany  blooms  were 
made  here  and  shipped  down  the  stream  to  the 
riycr,  and  on  to  the  manufacturing  centres  ol 
the  eastern  part  of  the  Slate.  All  traces  of  this 
enterprise  have  passed  away,  except  (lie  ditch 
.which  shows  where  the  water  was  conducted  to 
the  I urge. 
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Tn  tliis  township  arc  to  he  found  some  of  the 
host  farms  in  the  comity.  In  the  northern  part 
mav  he  mentioned  those  of  .John  Young,  David 
Young,  lvoherl  Hesltcr,  Daniel  I ic. slier,  Daniel 
Heaver  and  others,  while  in  the  ('astern 
and  southern  parts  mav  he  mentioned  those 
owned  hy  the  Apps,  John  Ilnmmel,  .lohn  H. 
( 'ooper,  S.  I’.  Kantz,  Deorge  Sehiiurc,  Deorge 
Sehoeh  and  Peter  K linglcr  and  others. 

flic  present  population  of  the  township  is 
about  twelve  hundred. 

Justices  or  the  Peace. — The  following 
is  a list  of  the  justices  of  A Ion  roe  since  185G  : 

L.  R.  I tuimne],  July  17,  185G. 

If.  1).  Fisher,  April  14,  isr>7. 

John  Fi.slier,  April  10,  18(i0. 

II.  J).  Fisher,  April  15,  18l>2. 

Joseph  .Deploy,  April  24,  lStio. 

.Simon  Christine,  April  9,  Isil7. 

II.  I ).  Fisher,  A pril  2.'!,  1 8(>9. 

II.  II.  I let Irich,  I lecemher  l(),  1N(>9. 

John  V’cudl,  N uvemher  9,  IS70. 

John  V on  no-,  April  9,  Is72. 

Daniel  Heaver,  April  1.1,  1X78. 

Simon  App,  March  14,  1874. 

.1.  AI.  Ilaiun,  March  I 1 , 1871!. 

J.  ( '.  dangler,  March  11,  1 S 7 ( > . 

U.  ( '.  hiss,  March  17,  1877. 

J.  C.  dangler,  April  9,  1S.S1. 

It.  ( Kiss,  March  7,  1S.S2. 


CD  APT  E R XX  r. 

ADAMS  TOWNS  II 11*. 

At  February  sessions  of  court  in  1ST  1,  a pe- 
tition from  the  inhabitants  of  Heaver  township 
was  presented,  setting  forth, — 

“That  the  township  of  Heaver,  by  reason  of  its 
size,  is  very  inconvenient  and  burdensome  to  the  in- 
habitants and  voters  in  attending  elections;  that  on 
account  of  various  streams  of  water  in  said  township, 
it  frequently  happens  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  at 
certain  seasons  of  the  year  to  attend  elections;  that  a 
large  number  of  voters  in  said  township,  residing  in 
Mussel’s  Valley,  have  between  four  and  eight  miles 
to  t he  election -house  ; that  the  convenience  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  inhabitants  would  he  greatly  promoted 
by  dividing  the  town-hip.” 

On  February  2 A,  1871,  the  court  appointed 
A.  1C.  Clift,  Thomas  Hauer  and  John  P. 
Smith  commissioners  to  report  at  the  next  term. 


At  May  term  they  made  report,  setting  forth 
that  they  made  a draft  of  said  township  of 
Heaver,  and  of  the  division  line  proposed  to  be 
made. 

They  further  reported  that, — 

“'1’he  election  of  a new  township,  according  lo 
the  proposed  division  line,  would  he  to  the  conve- 
nience of  the  inhabitants  thereof;  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  should  he  granted,  and  that  such 
township  should  be  erected.’’ 

At  September  sessions  the  court  issued  the 
following  order  and  decree  : 

“The  returns  of  t lie  officers  of  election  of  Heaver 
township,  in  the  county  of  Snyder,  field  the  21st  day 
of  August,  A.l).  1874,  on  the  question  of  the  division 
of  said  township  of  Beaver,  having  been  laid  before 
the  court,  and  it.  appearing  to  the  court  that  a ma- 
jority of  the  votes  taken  at  said  election  are  for  the 
division  of. said  township  of  Heaver.  It  is  therefore 
ordered  and  decreed,  that  the  said  township  of 
Heaver  he  divided  agreeably  to  the  lines  marked  and 
returned  by  (lie  commissioners,  and  it  is  further 
ordered  and  decreed  that  the  name  id  the  said  town- 
ship erected  by  virtue  of  said  division,  lying  north  of 
said  division  line,  shall  be  Adams.” 

M ho  vote  on  the  division  was  as  follows:  For 
division,  two  hundred  and  seventy  ; against  di- 
vision, eighty-nine. 

ti:o.\  Er.vn.r.H. 

Troxelvillc  is  situated  about  two  miles  south 
of  Jack’s  Mountain,  and  live  miles  north  of  Ad- 
amsburg.  The  town  derives,  its  name  front  its 
founder,  John  Troxel,  for  whom  a survev  was 
made  hy  A.  lx.  (lilt,  Esq.,  in  185li.  In  1857- 
58  Isaac  Heaver  built  a hotel,  and  John  Troxel 
a large  store-house.  Prior  to  this,  however, 
Xeil  Hrothers  carried  on  the  mercantile  business. 
William  Haunt  was  the  merchant  from  1857  to 
18l!7,  during  w hich  time  he  was  also  postmaster. 
He  now  resides  in  Xew  Herlin.  Mr.  Haunt  was 
succeeded  hy  John  M.  Troxel,  who,  in  turn,  was 
followed  by  Joseph  S.  l lslt.  The  next  firm 
was  Moyer  A Swartz,  and  afterwards  J.  \Y. 
Swartz.  Mr.  Swartz  was  postmaster  from  1871 
to  1878,  w hen  he  was  succeeded  bv  J.  ( r.  Moyer, 
the  present  incumbent.  The  successors  to  Mr. 
Moyer  in  the  store  were  Dross  A:  Manheck,  who 
were  also  succeeded  hy  Dross  it  ( ireenhoc.  In 
1875  the  first  store-house  wras  torn  down  and  a 
line  brick  one,  with  a spacious  store-room,  was 
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a Imill  liy  4. (i.(intK.  Andrew  Pet  t end  f was die 
t lir~l  vi  ! j.1  r-ksmit  li. 

Curia  iif.'. — The  old  1 'nioiif  lnin-h  i>l  Tn-.\- 
Hville,  uvviutl  conjointly  by  the  Reformed  aw!  ‘ 
Lutlu  mu  cxitrretjitiiHti,  \v:i-  sold  in  1870,  and 
, purrloscil  In*  the  Rrliinnol  mn^re^atioii.  At 

• tills  tilin'  the  Evangelical  LutlHYuns  built  a new 

brick  chureh,  at  a o»>t  uf  six  t!i‘*u-aud  dotlars. 
Tlie  p'['>r  sii|»|»lying  the  diargc  then  was  l’ev. 
W.  R.  Weiand.  The  congregation  has  about 
one  hundred  iniinU  r^.  The  pastors  aft 
Weiaml  were  Revs.  M.  L.  Diibder  awl  II.  A. 
Lcttenuan,  tie  present  inetintG  I 
fi*niH.-«l  nmjTt'jiliiHi  w ordiippd  in  I lie  old 
clam-h  until  wln.-ri  ;h*-.-  '!:  ;.  hnreii 

costing  six  thousand  dollars.  The  new  ehcreh 
is  on  the  same  lot  upon  which  the  old  one  stooi  1, 
but  nearer  the  public  r>  « I.  A:  the  tim*  the 
ngregnliou  pnrvhascd  tin*  ohl  kniUiiu;  Rev. 

. Ronikh  \v:L'  j«~t*»r.  Ill-  successors  were  Revs. 
L C.  K«In tomb-,  T.  R.  I ami  W . M.  Kin- 
dis, the  present  st  The  members  of  the’ 
Evangelical  Ass* clarion  worshipped  for  many 
years  in  tlie  sdioril-hoiasesy  but  in  ]>7*J  thex' 
liuilt  a church  in  the  plate.  It  is  a frame  strac-  1 
( tore,  a i i*I  is  a mat  building,  with  a steeple,  ami 
j cost  about  eighteen  hundred  dollars.  This 
chureh  was  erected  umler  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
Ycariek. 

M . 1 :.  - :* 

dktanev  cast  >»f  Troxdville.  It  was  orig- 
inally calh.il  “ Henry's  Church,”  named  after 
Henry  Swartz,  who  donated  several  acres  for  a 
chnn-h  and  a cemetery.  The  date  of  its  organ-  ' 
izatiou  is  unknown,  hut  must  at  hast  have  been  ’ 
as  early  a-  1807.  At  first  it  was  Lutheran  « 

and  was  apparently  die  firs*  

r tion  in  this  region.  Much  of  value  and  inte 
-■  : : . - 1-  : 
te-orl:  were  imperfectly  kefit.  In  1807  the  I 
Lutlieran  tungnsatiou,  d tough  small,  ea  _• 

1 its  lir-t  regular  pa-t*»r  tlae  Rev.  John  Conrad  ' 
\\  alhT.  S-nriets  w»-re  then  held  in  a - 
house  even'  fijnr  weeks.  Early  in  1811  tin. 
Lutheran  iungregati«.':i  and  the  tienuan  Re- 
formed members  of  die  community  united  in 
liuibliiig  a lion.-*.- of  w*«rdii{e  Tlie  nini  r — <■  :* 
n*  laid  Aj-ril  A".  1811,  wlieu  Revs.  Jolm  * 
rad  Walter  ami  • .ffi.-b|.d  TV 


building  tin'll  ren-ivid  t *•  n:un*  *>f  " lleiirv*~ 
( Imrrh/*  I leiin-  Slimrtz  «ni  elder,  John 
Mover deacon  ami  Frederick  Eetti-n»lf\i as  treas- 
urer and  trustee  at  this  time.  Two  laitheraii 
members,  Jt*b  M<>y-r  and  Ad  ..  Kern,  with 
two  Refiirmcd  members,  Samuel  Modi  ami  Jdm 
Aumnd,  were  tlie  Imilding  committee.  The 
dumb  building,  tliigh  incomplete,  was  used. 
After  tlie  War  of  18 1 2 the  work  was  begun  a . 
ami  dedicated  in  October,  1814,  by  Ri  John 
Conrad  Walter,  George  Heim,  A ost  Henry 
I ri*  -...*:  I '.-a*-  G*  r .art. 

Rev.  \V  alter  served  die  laitlieran  congregation 
for  liftii-ii  years,  until  his  death.  A u-_ru-t  11,  !'h». 
A copy  of  a memorial  print,  in  jmesessioii  of 
St.  Luke’s  eongregariou  of  Troxdviile,  h still 
extant,  bearing  testimony  to  die  faithfulness 
with  which  lie  served  a diargc  of  eight  e 
lions.  this  chureh  of  Miser's  I icing  one  of 
' 1 . _•  ■ - 

Rev.  J.  1*.  Shim  Id,  Sr.,  ' - 

die  laitheran  congregation  i-  a supply.  Rex'. 
J.  W.  .Smith  oji>n  after  became  its  regular 
pastor,  ami  served  about  seven  years,  when  lie 
resigned.  Rev.  William  German  w - 
cd  hi~  soettsw,  and  served  the  eong  . - 
tion  until  1 84*  •,  wlieu  Rev.  Gustavus  Krlen- 
meyer  took  charge  ami  lal^oml  until  1G1, 
when  lie  resigne»L  Rev.  J.  1*.  Skindd,  Jr.,  was 
1 to  succeed  him.  preaching  his  first  ser- 
mon Gloler  25,  1851,  ami  served  the  •■ongre— 
gntion  with  great  fiddity  until  ls-i9,  when  lie 
: d.  but  was  seen  after  recalled  ami 
-•erv-:  :Vthfu :rit:l  :»e  retired  fr  a _.*;•.*- 
w«>rk  in  the  ministry,  January  24.  1859.  1 hir- 

ing his  ministry  he  was  successful  in  gathering 
in  the  young  by  confirmation  ; two  hundred 
and  forty-four  were-  received  by  him  into  iL-.- 
diurdi.  Th*-  memlicrdiip  was  tlien  more  than 
two  hundred . 

A _•  _• 

without  a jit-ior  fur  M-venl  years,  during  which 
time  a numlcr  «*f  d«-rgvnien  vi-iml  ilie  congre— 
gation  ; namely.  Revs.  I tank  . -,«*li 

and  Zimmerman.  Rev.  Kempfer  was  ei 
about  1872  ami  served  one  year.  In  1*7-4 
Rev.  V. . R.  \\  kaml  was  dwtol  a-  the  regular 
in-tor.  He  was  in  a great  measure  iiiHtru- 
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Troxcl  villc,  in  I iS7‘d,  all  (i  r I he  separul  ion  of  t In; 
Lilt hcrnu  nml  I Informed  congregations,  which 
look  place  January  1 '■>,  Ks7T 

< )C  tin;  Reformed  ministers  no  record  was 
kept.  The  names  which  have  Leon  handed 
down  Ly  tradition  are  those  of  Keys.  Isaac 
(Jerhardt,  Daniel  W eiser,  A.  P>.  ( 'aspor,  Shult/e, 
llaekman  and  L.  < '.  Ldmouds,  each  of  w hom 
served  short  periods,  in  regular  succession. 
The  first  three  were  previous  to  Iicv.  Shindcl’s 
time.  The  last  four  were  his  colleagues, 
preaching  as  the  Reformed  ministers. 


j participated  in  the  stirring  events,  and  rose  to 
! the  rank  ol  captain,  lie  look  part  in  the  Lnttlc 
of  the  Krandvwiue,  and  his  grandson,  the  sub- 
ject ol  our  sketch,  rcmcmhcr.s  the  old  gentle- 
man narrating  features  of  that  light  on  frequent 
occasions,  (’aplaiu  Kingman  married  Ghris- 
tena  lliifnaglc,  who  was  horn  May  d,  I7b8, 
and  one  of  his  children  was  llcury,  horn  Au- 
gust I,  17!»d.  The  old  Revolutionary  hero 
lived  to  sec  the  goodly  number  of  ninety-one 
years  roll  over  his  head,  and  passed  away  in 
I 84li. 


Tin-:  KixTzr.uu  AIi:i;i>i:k. — In  December, 

1 S 7 7 , within  the  borders  of  this  township,  on 
the  southern  slope  of  Jack’s  Mountain,  and  but 
one  mile  north  of  Troxcl ville,  was  perpetrated 
one  of  the  most  atrocious  tragedies  known  in 
the  annals  of  crime.  John  Kintzler  and  Mar- 
garet, his  wife,  an  aged  couple,  natives  of  Wiu- 
temberg,  Germany,  there  lived  a quiet,  obscure 
and  inoffensive  life,  For  the  sake  of  gain  they 
were  both  murdered  in  cold  blood.  The  per- 
petrators of  the  act  were  finally  captured,  con- 
victed and  duly  punished.  Persons  desiring 
entertainment  from  the  horrible  details  of  this 
atrocitv  can  be  gratilied  bv  searching  the  rec- 
ords  of  our  criminal  court.  For  reasons  satis- 
factory to  the  writer,  it  is  deemed  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  public,  to  suppress  all  account 
of  the  affair. 

I he  inhabitants  of  Adams  township  are  an 
industrious,  hospitable  and  intelligent  people. 
They  arc  principally  of  German  extraction  and 
are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
religion  and  education.  Their  principal  employ- 
ment is  that  of  farming  and  the  manufacture  of 
I umber. 


BI( )G  RAP  1 1 ICAL  SKETCHES. 


.1  A 0< ) I i 111. Ml  MAX. 

Johan  Yost  Kingman  and  his  wife,  Juliana 
(<  )rt),  came  from  Germany  to  Berks  County, 
Pa.,  in  17ol.  About  one  year  after,  the  lms 
band  died,  leaving  a son,  Frederick,  horn  Jan- 
uary Id,  17db,  who,  when  the  Revolutionary 
W ar  began,  took  up  arms  for  his  country,  and 


Henry  Kingman  married  Christcna  Moyer, 
who  was  horn  in  Northumberland  County, 
September  I t,  1 7 i * 7 , and  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Yost  (died  in  his  twentieth  year);  John 
Frederick  (married  Susan  Partsch,  and  died  in 
Noble  County,  link,  November  27,  187b,  in 
his  fifty-fourth  year);  Isabella  (married  Jacob 
Neidieh,  now  residing  in  St.  Joseph’s  County, 
Mich.);  Christcna  (married  Flias  R.  Swartz, 
residing  at  Troxelville);  Jacob,  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch  ; Flixabeth  (married  Abra- 
ham Ilufnagle,  of  Union  County,  now  de- 
ceased); Gutelda  (married  W illiam  Swengel, 
now  deceased);  Alary  Ann  (married  William 
Wagner,  now  residing  in  Centrevillc,  Alich.); 
Amanda  (married  Henry  Aliddleswarth,  and 
lives  in  Kansas). 

Henry  Kingman  came  with  his  parents  to 
(now)  Snyder  County,  and  took  up  land  for 
farming  purposes,  for,  since  coming  to  America, 
the  family  has  been  mainly  interested  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  died  September  18,  1801. 
Jacob,  his  son,  and  Catharine  Fctterolf  (born 
September  21,  1.828)  were  married  on  Decem- 
ber 28,  18d2.  This  connection  also  goes  back 
to  Germany,  the  family  having  settled  in  Berks 
County  over  a hundred  years  ago.  Frederick 
and  his  wife,  Catharine  (Dreese)  Fctterolf,  had 
issue, — four  boys,  one  of  whom  was  Peter,  and 
three  girls.  Peter  Fctterolf  married  Sarah 
Swartz,  and  by  her  had  four  boys  and  six  girls, 
of  whom  Catharine  was  the  fifth  child  and 
married  Jacob  Kingman.  Peter  was  a first- 
class  blacksmith,  and  lived  to  see  his  ciirliticth 
birth-day.  The  following-named  children  have 
gladdened  the  hearts  of  Jacob  and  ( ’at liari no 
Kingman,  viz.:  1st,  Flizabeth,  born  Mav  17 
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18b(>,  married  Xer  M.  Middleswarth,  and  has 
home  hair  children, — John  Shuman,  l'rudie 
Estella,  ( 'harles  .laeoh,  Sarah  Calharine;  2d, 
•Jacob,  horn  September  10,  I.SUO,  married  on 
•January  2.'!,  1881,  to  Alice  Amelia  Middles- 
warth,  who  has  borne  him  three  children, — 
Yerdie  Grace,  .Jacob  Cleveland  and  Charles 
I’M  win,  the  latter  two  being  twins;  2d,  Savilla 
Christena,  born  February  lb,  18G3,  married  in 
1880  ])r.  .1.  C.  Shuman,  and  has  one  child, — 


; soil  was  enabled  to  retire  from  active  work  in 
j 1882.  In  the  year  18  lb  he  joined  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  at  1 roxclville,  and  lie 
l and  his  wife,  who  also  became  a member  at  an 
early  day,  have  been  among  the  most  valuable 
members  ever  since.  Mr.  Bingman  was  .-super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  for  many  years, 
( and  in  1870  was  elected  trustee  of  the  church. 

In  187!)  the  St.  Luke’s  congregation  undertook 
i the  erection  of  a new  church,  and  the  beautiful 


Mabel  Baltic;  (4th),  Annie  Catharine,  born  | 
•lanuarv  4,  18Gb,  died  December  22,  1883;1 
(bth),  John  Frederick,  born  March  !),  18G3; 
((5th),  Ida  C.,  born  January  18,  1870;  and  two 
children,  who  died  in  early  youth. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  German  and 
Fnglish  schools  then  nourishing,  and  at  once 
ole >-••  farming  as  hi-  life-work.  By  dint  of 
int-cdligeut  < ivt lviglii  and  nc-n*  ■ ue  rh;  1'  n ; 
success,  and  by  attending  closely  to  the  matters 
properly  pertaining  to  the  cultivation  of  the  1 


and  costly  edifice,  located  in  the  centre  of  Trox- 
clvillc,  was  built  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Mr.  Bingman,  and  completed  in  1880.  To 
this  worthy  work  our  friend  was  a most  gene- 
rous giver,  his  contribution  being  over  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  while  the  suc- 
cess of  the  work  was  largely  due  to  hi>  intelli- 
gent and  earne-r  endeavor.  JJe  ha-  borne  a 
.urge  .u  3un,'.:.:.g  M ;uA 

school  director  for  three  years;  while  in  any- 
thing calculated  to  promote1  the  well-being  of 
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his  family  and  (hi low-man,  he  has  never  hesi- 
tated to  join.  lie  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Sunbury  and  Lewistown  Railroad,  and  was 
interested  in  that  road  until  its  absorption  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  system. 

In  1 872,  when  the  question  of  establishing  a 
bank  at  ]\1  illlinlnirg  was  broached,  he  at  once 
took  position  in  its  favor,  and  upon  its  organ- 
ization, in  .1  u ne  of  that  year,  he  was  elected 
director,  which  position  he  still  retains.  .Polit- 
ically, ho  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
present  dominant  party,  the  Democratic.  Now 
in  the  middle  of  life,  he  is  healthy  and  happy, 
and  surrounded  by  loving  children  and  warm 
friends,  spends  his  days  quietly  and  in  doing 
all  the  good  which  lay  in  his  power,  i.  e.,  the 
power  of  a hearty,  whole-souled  Christian  man. 


JOHN  (ifSTA  VI'S  MOV  Kit,  KSq>. 

Some  years  before  the  Revolutionary  War 
there  came  to  this  country  from  Germany  a 
family  bearing  the  name  of  Meyer,  which 
settled  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  began  to 
manifest  an  interest  in  the  new  country  bv 
taking  up  a large  tract  of  farm  land  and  early 
putting  it  into  proper  condition.  Of  this  race, 
.Jacob  was  the  first  to  leave  Berks  County  for 
what  is  now  called  Snyder  County,  and  shortly 
after  settling  in  Musser’s  Valley,  he  built  the 
" I'ist-mill  three  miles  east  of  Troxelville,  Adams 
township,  now  Snyder  County,  since  known  as 
Meyer’s  Mill,  and  still  in  active  operation,  lie 
carried  on  the  milling  business,  and  on  the  con- 
siderable section  of  land  ’which,  he  purchased  he 
erected  a log  tannery  and  operated  both  mill 
and  tannery  until  the  end  of  his  days,  which 
occurred  about  1 853.  lie  found  time  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  various  public  offices  and  was 
considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  men  of  his 
dav.  His  wife,  Christina,  bore  him  sixteen 
children,  one  of  whom  was  John,  born  Febru- 
ary 10,  1S()-.  During  his  earl)'  manhood  John 
Meyer  drove  team  with  merchandise  between 
Musser’s  Valley  and  Philadelphia  for  nine 
vears,  long  before  railroads  were  thought  of. 
I le  afterwards  engaged  in  the  tanning  business, 
and  enjoyed  a large  and  widely-distributed  con- 
nection throughout  t’entral  Pennsylvania  until 


1 875,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  son,  J.  J.  S. 
Moyer,  now  a resident  of  Salem,  Oregon,  and 
retired.  Always  imbued  with  the  desire  to  ~r.- 
public  a Ifairs  properly  managed,  lie  frequently 
.mi Herod  his  private  matters  to  become  secondary 
to  the  weal  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  accepted 
office  in  furtherance  of  such  wish.  He  acted  as 
school  director,  supervisor,  etc.,  many  years,  and 
his  loss  was  much  lelt  when  death  came,  June 

j It),  188”). 

About  the  your  1850  the  family  name  was 
changed  to  Mover  by  common  consent  of  the 
members.  -John  Moyer  married  Miss  Catharine 
Bingman  (who  was  born  June  25,  1<S08),  and 
the  fruit  of  such  union  was  eleven  children,  of 
whom  the  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  youngest. 
Snyder  County  mountain  fastnesses  have  ever 
afforded  safe  retreat  to  the  savage  bear  and 
timid  deer,  and  scores  of  the  hardv  men  raised 
within  the  limits  of  its  territory  have  attained 
renown  as  hunters,  while  several  others  have 
found  their  fate  at  the  hands  of  a mistaken 
comrade  while  out  seeking  game.  Of  the  lat- 
ter was  Henry  Swartz,  shot  bv  Jacob  Thomas 
under  the  idea  that  he  was  aiming  at  a bear. 
The  unfortunate  marksman  still  lives  at  the  age 
of  eighty-eight.  The  brother  of  the  victim, 
Daniel  Swartz,  was  a farmer,  and  his  sons  num- 
bered four,  Elias  R.  being  the  youngest. 
The  latter  married  Miss  Christina  Bingman, 
who  1 tore  him  twelve  children,  six  of  either  sex, 
one  of  whom,  Miss  Maggie  J.  Swartz,  a relative 
of  old  Squire  George  Swartz,  one  of  the  most 
noted  and  respected  justices  of  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  united  in  marriage,  on  Mav  3,  1873), 
to  J.  G.  Moyer,  at  Troxelville,  by  Rev.  AVk  R. 
AVieand.  This  union  has  been  blessed  as  fol- 
lows : Perie  Pruelle,  born  October  18,  1874; 
Victoria  May,  born  April  12,  187b;  Franklin 
Guy,  born  January  18,  1878,  died  June  15, 
1881. 

Our  subject  was  educated  at  the  Fnion  Semi- 
nary, New  Berlin,  mil  on  the  completion  of  his 
studies,  in  I 808,  began  a business  career  as  clerk 
forCaplain  G.  II.  I lassenplug,  in  M ussor’s  \ al- 
ley, w here  hi;  remained  nearly  three  years,  and 
then  ormed  a copartnership  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  on  a general  store  business,  under  st  vie 
of  Moyer  <V  Swartz,  at  Troxelville.  This  veil- 
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turc  proved  snooessfu I,  iind  in  1878  lie  bought 
out  the  interest  ol  Mr.  Swart/,  anil  Imill  up 
such  a large  trade  as  in  1875  made  it  advisable 
for  him  to  put  up  the  handsome  two-aud-a-half 
Story  brick  block  which  now  adorns  the  little 
mountain  village  where  our  Irieud  exercises  the  , 
funet ions  ol  postmaster,  to  which  position  lie, 
though  of  Democratic  faith,  was  appointed  by  j 
D.  M.  Key,  Postmaster-Ccneral  under  President  I 
Haves,  in  1878,  in  which  year  he  retired  from 


sylvania,  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut,  one  day’s 
shipments  reaching  as  high  as  forty-seven  thou- 
sand feet.  Mr.  Moyer  is  therefore  a consider- 
able employer  of  labor  in  his  own  and  adjoining 
counties,  and  distributes  large  sums  of  money  in 
his  various  enterprises.  Notwithstanding  the 
pressure  of  his  business  allairs,  Mr.  Moyer  has 
taken  time  to  serve  the  people  of  his  township 
as  auditor,  etc.,  and  always  to  their  satisfaction 
and  benefit.  On  March  30,  1880,  he  was  coin- 


store  trade  to  enter  partnership  with  Mr.  Wm, 
15.  J5aum,  of  New  Berlin,  in  various  lumbering 
operations.  This  firm  owns  large  tracts  of 
timber  land  in  Snyder  and  Mifflin  Counties, 
and  has  had  running  at  one  time  eight  saw-mills 
at  different  points  on  the  Sunbury  and  Lewis- 
town  Railroad.  They  manufacture  largely  of 
lumber  (hard  and  soft  woods),  railroad  ties,  etc., 
and  have  made  a heavy  and  valuable  clientage, 
shipping  to  points  throughout  New  York,  Penn- 
100 


missioned  justice  of  peace,  and  having  been 
re-elected  on  expiration  of  his  term,  still  fills 
such  position. 

’Squire  Moyer  and  his  wife  have  been 
associated  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  a number  of  years,  and  when  the 
question  of  a new  edifice  was  broached,  he  was 
made  one  of  the  building  committee,  and  be- 
came its  secretary  and  treasurer.  Through  the 
earnest  and  intelligent  efforts  of  this  commit- 


Ill  -Mil  ‘+t-  floi  : iq u<  i;  • : , ! $iin-  rfm  sit  fow  . uri  H -v  V.  '•  ,«•  ; 

, > >.•■'.  mi  | i.  ; ' f fT!  I I iu.  t-  t.  , . 1-u  ■ • : 

' 


1586 


JUNIATA  ANI)  SUSQUEHANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 


too,  in  which  tin'  ’squire  was  noticeably  valu- 
able in  obtaining  subscriptions  from  Philadel- 
phia brethren  and  Ario  Pardee,  of  Hazleton, 
Pa.,  the  present  commodious  and  handsome 
structure,  >St.  Luke’s,  at  Troxelville,  was  built 
and  consecrated  in  1880. 

Though  still  young  in  years,  the  progressive 
active  subject  of  'our  sketch  enjoys  the  cordial 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
we  may  hope  the  future  years  will  discover  to 
him  larger  rewards  than  have  yet  been  attained. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

SPRING  TOWNSHIP. 

At  the  Court  of  (Quarter  Sessions  for  Snyder 
County,  held  at  Middleburg  on  September  2d, 
1884,  the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  of 
Reaver,  W est  Leaver  and  Adams  presented  a 
petition,  indicating  a number  of  reasons  why  a 
township  should  be  erected  out  of  parts  of  the 
townships  mentioned,  and  asked  the  court  to 
appoint  viewers  to  run  appropriate  division 
lines.  Whereupon  the  court  appointed  W illiam 
Moyer,  of  Kreeburg,  John  Fields,  of  Middle 
Creek  and  S.  S.  Schocli,  of  Middleburg,  as 
viewers.  After  having  performed  the  duties 
mentioned  in  their  appointment,  they  made  re- 
port to  the  court  in  December,  1884,  setting  j 
forth  that  they  inquired  into  the  propriety  of 
erecting  the  proposed  township,  and,  having  j 
found  it  to  be  expedient,  they  proceeded  to  run 
the  exterior  lines  of  it. 

At  the  February  sessions,  in  1885,  the  report 
was  confirmed,  and  the  question  of  erecting  the 
township  was  submitted  by  the  court  to  the 
qualified  voters  of  Leaver  township,  and  to  the 
voters  of  Adams  and  West  Leaver  residing 
within  the  proposed  limits,  as  reported  by  the 
viewers.  The  election  was  held  April  18,  1885, 
and  resulted  in  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
votes  for  formation  of  a new  township  and  sev- 
enty-one against  it.  On  May  25,  1885,  the 
court  decreed  the  new  township  erected  and 
named  it  “Spring.” 

ADAMSnUIWi. 

This  village  was  formerly  in  the  western  part 


of  Leaver  township.  It  is  about  one  and  one- 

half  miles  north  of  Shade  Mountain,  and  two 

I 

miles  west  of  Lcavertown,  on  the  Sun  bury  and 
Lewistown  Railroad.  The  population  is  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five.  The  post-office 
address  is  Leaver  Springs.  The  town  was 
laid  out  by  Adam  Reger  in  1806,  and  fin- many 
years  called  Regcrstown.  Adam  Reger  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  was  born  October  11, 
1749;  lie  died  March  17,  1820,  and  was  buried 
in  the  old  grave-yard  of  the  place,  by  the  side 
of  his  wife.  Of  his  descendants  there  is  no  in- 
formation, as  they  moved  from  this  section. 
The  first  merchant  and  hotel-keeper  was  Henry 
Mick,  who  continued  the  dual  business  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1835.  For  some  years 
after  his  death  the  business  was  conducted  by 
his  widow,  who  was  well-known  by  the  famil- 
iar name  of  “Mother  Mick.”  About  1835, 
Joseph  Sampsel  started  a hotel,  and  Paul  Logar 
a store.  This  store  was  subsequently  kept  by 
Captain  Jacob  Smith,  a man  named  Miller, 
Miller  A Oberdorf,  Major  Henry  Smith  and 
Adam  Smith,  John  Licked,  \\  ill iam  Rushon 
(who  was  elected  prothonotary  of  Union  Coun- 
ty in  1841),  Reuben  Keller  (who  served  one 
term  in  the  State  Senate)  and  Benjamin  L. 
Raudenbush.  Other  merchants  of  this  town 
were  Daniel  Smith,  Houser  A Dreese,  llouser 
A Greenhoe,  Man  beck  A Smith,  succeeded  by 
the  firm  of  Helfrich  A Smith,  who  are  at  pres- 
ent in  business.  A.  S.  Helfrich,  of  this  firm, 
served  one  term  as  treasurer  of  Snyder  Coun- 
ty, and  his  partner,  George  Smith,  as  mercan- 
tile appraiser.  Loth  are  energetic  business- 
men. The-  Raudenbush  store,  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  Raudenbush,  was  kept  by  Romig  A 
Aurand,  followed  by  H.  J.  Romig. 

The  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  1814, 
were 

Adam  Frink  (carpenter),  John  Reger  (cooper),  John 
Mick,  John  Grimm,  Henry  Grimm,  Jacob  Lowmiller, 
.John  Shilling,  John  Icily,  Jacob  Gill,  George  Mar- 
kle,  Sr.,  Jacob  lvern,  Daniel  Wagner,  Michael  ltigle, 
William  Lehr,  Michael  Kline,  Dewalt  Stininger, 
Philip  Eberhart,  George  Grimm,  Jacob  Rigle,  George 
Mick,  John  Marshall,  Michael  Valentine,  Jacob 
Herbs  ter. 

1817.  Additional  names:  Samuel  Aurand,  Simon 
Aigler,  Jesse  Anderson,  David  Everhard,  Peter  Freese, 
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William  (Hass  (blacksmith),  Jacob  llassingcr,  John 
Hi  am,  Christian  Monrcr,  Henry  Mick  (store  and  tav- 
ern-keeper), John  Price,  Jr.,  Adam  Reger,  Adam 
Reichcldcrl'er. 

IS 2J.  Additional  names  : Adam  Young-man,  Jacob 
Howell,  John  Kraft,  Joseph  Sampsel  (hatter),  Yost 
Wagner,  Michael  Valentine,  Frederick  Stein,  Thom- 
as Youngman  (carpenter,  justice  of  the  peace  in 
183d),  John  Hall  (carpenter), 

182(1.  Additional  names.'  John  Boush  (laborer), 
John  Grate  (shoemaker),  George  Wittenmyer  (shoe- 
maker). 

1821).  Additional  names : Peter  I list  cl  (tailor),  Jacob 
Grimm,  Joseph  Long  (gunsmith),  John  Sailor,  John 
Hodman  (chair-maker),  John  Bartchess  (saddler). 

1882.  Additional  names:  Henry  Rosier  (minister, 
German  Reformed),  Jacob  S.  Smith  (store),  Isaac 
Rothrock  (physician,  elected  to  State  Legislature  in 
I860),  William  Saltzman  (tailor),  Benjamin  Bower-  j 
sox,  George  Melt/,  (shoemaker). 

1885.  Additional  names:  William  Snyder  (inn- 

keeper), Henry  Mitchel  (tinker),  Henry  Young 
(school-teacher). 

The  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Cllll Ht'l  1. 
— 'The  exact  date  of  the  building-  of  the  lirst 
church  in  Adamsburg  is  unknown,  but  must 
liave  been  about  the  time  Rev.  J.  Conrad  Wal- 
ter began  his  labors  hero,  which  was  in  1807. 
Rev.  Walter  preached  for  the  Lutheran  congre- 
gation here  for  twelve  years,  until  his  death, 
August  11,  1819.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
J.  P.  Shindel,  Sr.,  of  Sunbury,  as  a supply  for 
nearly  one  year,  when  Lev.  J.  W.  Schmidt  was 
called,  and  served  seven  years.  Rev.  Schmidt 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  William  German,  who 
also  preached  about  seven  years,  and  resigned. 
In  1838,  Rev.  d.  P.  Shindel,  Jr.,  took  charge 
of  the  congregation.  The  house  was  then  old 
and  dilapidated,  and  the  repairing  and  remod- 
eling which  was  necessary  was  done  in  1889. 
The  old  building  was  used  May  28,  1855,  when 
the  corner-stone  of  a new  building  was  laid. 
Revs.  Kiefer  and  Casper  officiated  on  this  occa- 
sion. On  the  1th  of  November,  1855,  the 
church  was  dedicated. 

Revs.  A.  B.  Casper  and  Hackman,  of  the  Re- 
formed, and  Rev.  J.  P.  Shindel,  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  were  present.  participating  in 
the  exercises.  The  second  church  building, 
like  the  tir-i,  was  built  of  logs,  weather-boarded 
and  painted  white.  The  first  building  was  two 
stories  with  a gallery  on  three  sides.  The  sec- 


ond building  was  one-story,  with  a gallery  at 
one  end  for  the  choir  and  organ.  The  seats 

were  so  arranged  as  to  accommodate  about 

| ° 

three  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  The  cupola 
was  furnished  with  a fine-toned  bell.  Of  the 
Lutheran  ministers,  Rev.  Richard  Lazarus  suc- 
ceeded Rev.  Shindel,  and  he  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  John  Kempfer,  who  died  at  Adamsburg 
in  1880,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  Then  Rev. 
\V.  R.  Wieand  was  called  and  served  a number 
of  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  M.  L. 
Deitzler.  The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  II.  A. 
Letterman,  who  is  still  serving.  Under  Rev. 
Wieand’s  pastorate  a new  church  was  built. 
St.  Peter’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  was 
I built  in  1878,  is  of  brick,  and  cost  five  thousand 
and  five  hundred  dol lars. 

Christ’s  Reformed  Church. — The  fir.-t 
organization  effected  of  this  denomination  in 
the  county  was  in  1790,  by  tlve  Rev.  Mr. 
Gcistweit.  It  was  named  the  St.  John’s  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  and  out  of  it  all  the 
congregations  of  Snyder  County  have  been 
formed,  'flic  congregations  in  the  western  part 
of  the  county  have  long  been  known  as  the 
“Beaver  Charge,”  and  contain  four  congre- 
gations,— Adamsburg,  St.  John’s,  Troxelville 
and  Bcavertown,  all  of  which  arc  now  in  charge 
of  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Landis,  who  resides  at 
Adamsburg.  An  account  of’  the  church  build- 
ing will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  the  Lutheran 
congregation,  which  was  united  with  this  con- 
gregation in  the  ownership  of  the  church  prop- 
erty. In  1.880  the  Lutherans  sold  their  in- 
terest to  the  Reformed  congregation,  which 
continued  there  until  the  winter  of  1884-85, 
when  the  house  was  sold  to  the  Major  William 
II.  Byers  Rost,  No.  384,  G.  A.  R.,  who  have 
converted  it  into  a hall.  The  congregation  in 
1884  resolved  to  build  a church,  which  was 
begun,  and  on  Christmas  Hay,  1885,  services 
were  hold  in  the  chapel.  It  is  intended  to  com- 
plete the  audience-room  during  the  summer  of 
1886. 

The  pastors  who  -ucw-d-.-l  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Gei-rweit  were  u-.  follow.-.  : the  Rev-..  Adams, 
I.-uae  Gerhart,  John  helix,  L.  W (riser,  11.  S. 
j Bassler,  1830  to  1843;  F.  Herman,  John  Hotf- 
heim,  A.  B.  Caspar,  W.  G.  Hackman,  G.  W. 


' 


frl  ( • iiiiMl 


")  .t  v>  - 


••  i i'  • m . r ’ ■ ■ : • t ,-ii ■ ■I'-jil j;  !!  i 


' - ’n, 

i ; -v  s*'  n -J  , ’ i.ii  i » 

.•  a : ' ft  iii  't.'1  . *j.  ■ ' i ■ mj  < urn  gniv  ..  j -i  *.*,?  int«  ->i  • r:l  • 1 

■ 

,'tHXi  V V lit  L ciiiitiJci  j tul  ...  ■ 1 ,<■'  - : I H 1 1 ; . >'/t  \ !'.)  i.i  5 ; I •••»  • 

;!im  ■ •!.  ^ni-tril  ,i  n «;  . > ! t 'I  rx f ’ ‘r>  Him;  - .ip.  . ■ . /, 

, ;M  l J 1,  '■  •.!.  ' > . • * - I; 

V 7 V ,V,  , J,  t'l  i I ■/;'  »r  r-n*  , :i  . 'r  . it  ; : 


15SS 


.MINI ATA  AND  8USQIIM11  ANNA  VALLEYS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Shultz,  L.  C.  Edmonds,  1 N ( » : > to  lSTti;  A. 
Romig,  187(5  (o  1880  ; L.  C.  Edmonds,  1880  to 
1883,  :iiiiI  in  the  lull  ol  the  laller  year  the 
present  pastor,  III);  Rev.  W.  M.  Landis  was 
called,  ami  is  still  the  pastor. 

Adamsburg  lias  a good  school  building,  also 
a i i on t and  comfortable  depot,  at  the  Sunbury 
and  I jowistown  Railroad.  'The  firm  of  Bucher, 
Rooke  A Co.  have  built  a railroad  from  the 
Sunbury  and  Lewistown  road  to  their  valuable 
ore  mines,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  load  their 
ears  at  the  mines. 

There  are  several  line  springs  at  the  place* 
which  is  the  origin  of  the  name  Beaver 
Springs  Post-office.  In  close  proximity  are 
valuable  deposits  of  iron  ore,  which  give  to  the 
place  very  encouraging  prospects  for  the  future. 

Grand  Army  Post. — Major  William  II. 
Byers  Post,  No.  384,  Department  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, G.  A.  It.,  was  named  in  honor  of  com- 
rade William  II.  Byers,  a member  of  company 
1,  Forty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who, 
at  the  organization  of  the  company,  was  chosen 
First  Lieutenant,  in  February,  18(54.  The 
Post  was  mustered  by  comrade  Joseph  A.  Lom- 
bard, of  Captain  C.  S.  Davis  Post,  assisted  by 
comrade  Benner,  of  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Ben- 
fert  Post,  October  13,  1883),  with  the  following- 
named  charter  members:  Dr.  A.  M.  Smith, 
Samuel  Werner,  William  J.  Klosc,  Ilenry  II. 
Daub,  Sr.,  James  F.  Keller,  D.  It.  Dailies, 
Samuel  J.  Gundrum,  Bane  Getz,  William  II. 
Fwing,  Joseph  Sehrelller,  Philip  Zong,  L.  J. 
Man  I icelc,  Lewis  Rauch,  Daniel  Itiegel  and 
David  Brown. 

The  following-named  comrades  were  installed 
as  officers  of  the  post  : Samuel  Werner,  P.  ( f ; 
W.  J.  Klose,  S.  V.  C.  ; Ilenry  II.  Daub,  Sr.,  J. 
V.  C.  ; James  F.  Keller,  Adjt.  ; Samuel  J.  Gum- 
drum,  Q.  AI.  ; Isaac  Getz,  Surg.  ; L.  It.  I laines, 
Chap.;  A.  M.  Smith,  O.  I). ; William  II.  Fw- 
ing, O.  G. ; Philip  Zong,  Q.  M.  S.  ; .Joseph 
Sehrelller,  Scrgt.  Maj. 

J'ui:  Adamsimjug  Cornkt  Band  was  organ- 
ized in  February,  1.88 1 , under  a constitution 
framed  by  Dr.  J.  < ).  Wagner,  with  the  follow- 
ing-named members:  J.  G.  Speclit,  Pharos 
Romig,  It.  It.  Long,  W.  P.  Gross,.!.  < '.  Scham- 
bneh,  Albright  Dreese,  Fphraim  Romig,  James 


Dreese,  William  Youngman,  Robert  Dreese, 
It.  B.  Dossier,  N.  I'riberger,  David  Getz,  James 
Vctz.el.  J.  G.  Spi chi  was  the  lirst  leader.  In 
188  1 W.  II.  Mitchell  was  elected  leader,  and 
has  remained  such  to  the  present. 


.lOSKI’II  MASSING  Kit. 

Snyder  County,  as  now  limited,  was  first  set- 
tled by  the  thrifty  Pennsylvania  Germans  from 
Lehigh  and  Berks  Counties,  and  of  those 
families  one  bore  the  name  which  heads  this 
sketch,  settling  in  the  Middle  Creek  Valley, 
then  Union  County,  some  few  years  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Revolution.  In  this  family 
were  a large  number  of  children,  including 
Daniel,  George,  Abraham,  Conrad,  Jacob,  John, 
Philip,  Esther,  ct.  al.  Over  one  thousand 
acres  of  land  were  taken  up  by  the  father. 
Daniel  married  Maria  Walter,  and  the  children 
were  named  Susan,  Elizabeth,  Catharine,  Wil- 
helmina,  Eve  and  Daniel.  F he  father  of 
Daniel,  first  named,  foreseeing-  the  certain  ini- 
provement  of  the  then  young  settlement,  built 
a grist-mill  on  the  Middle  Creek,  about  two 
miles  northeast  from  Beavertown,  and  his  .~on 
Daniel  carried  on  the  business  of  milling  until 
his  death,  about  1835.  The  original  mill  was 
found  too  small  for  the  growing  business,  and 
on  two  occasions  it  became  necessary  to  rebuild, 
and  the  structure  which  now  stands  upon  the 
site  first  selected  was  put:  up  in  1851,  and  still 
remains  in  good  working  order  in  the  hands  ol 
one  of  the  grandchildren  of  the  founder.  The 
second  Daniel  was  born  in  1791,  and  succeeded 
to  the  business  as  soon  as  qualified  to  take 
charge  of  it.  lie  married  Christina  Aigler, 
and  the  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine 
children — Daniel,  Joseph,  Leah,  Christina, 
Lydia,  Rachel,  Elizabeth,  Aaron,  Harriet. 
About  the  year  1835  Daniel  llassinger  erected 
another  building  for  grist-mill  purposes — this 
time  on  the  Swift  Run,  a tributary  stream  of 
the  Middle  Creek,  fed  by  mountain  springs  and 
furnishing  abundant  power  throughout  the 
year.  This  mill  is  located  two  and  a half  miles 
north  from  Adamsburgh  and  two  miles  south 
of  Troxclville,  and  enjoys  a good  field  of  terri- 
tory. The  first  few  years  the  building  was 
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rented  out  ; but,  on  dost  ph  reaching  a proper 
age,  lie  was  placed  in  charge  oi’  it,  and  has  ever 
since  continued  it  in  operation.  < > 1 1 March  it, 

1 8 1 5,  Joseph  Massinger  lirst  saw  the  light  of 
day,  and,  at  an  early  age,  was  placed  in  the 
mill  of  his  father  to  learn  its  practical  work- 
ings. In  IS  I!)  it  became  advisihle  to  rebuild, 
and  the  present  commodious  mill,  with  three 
runs  of  stone,  was  erected.  On  .January  II, 
1835,  Joseph  Massinger  married  Sophia  KIosc, 


born  May  ltd,  1855;  married  first,  Nancy, 
Maurer,  and  had  Maniel  A.,  .Joseph  and  Sarah  J. 
(married  John  Spigelmycr  and  has  one  child); 
second,  Kvc  Maurer,  and  has  Charles,  Perry, 
Jacob,  James,  Ida,  Reuben  W.  (2)  J.  Ilcnry, 
born  December  3,  185(5,  married  Matilda  Hel- 
fricli  and  has  four  children — Klizabcth,  Mary, 
Perry  and  Jane.  Klizabeth  married  Peter 
Kiegel  and  has  one  child.  Mary  married  Ros- 
well Krick  and  has  one  child — Maggie.  (3i 


! who  was  born  in  Centre  township  August  20, 
j 1813. 

Jacob  KIosc  was  a resident  of  this  county,  and 
among  his  children  were  Solomon,  Daniel  and 
Jacob.  Ilis  wife’s  name  was  Catherine  Trout- 
■ man.  Solomon  married  Sophia  (lift,  and  the 
family  always  followed  farming.  They  had 
twelve  children — Sarah,  Barbara,  Sophia,  Roily, 
Keali,  Rebecca,  Amelia,  Lydia,  Melinda,  Jacob, 
Reuben  and  one  who  died  unnamed.  Of  these, 
Sophia  married  Mr.  I las, singer,  as  above  staled, 
and  bore  him  ten  children, as  follows  : ( I)  Aaron, 


Leah  Sarah,  born  January  19,  1839,  married 
Henry  Aurand  and  has  three  children — George 
A.,  Servatius  and  Reuben  William.  (-1)  Lydia, 
born  July  30,  1841,  married  Robert  Mid- 
dleswarth  and  has  two  children, — Abraham 
David,  married  Sarah  ITerbster  and  has  one 
child,  Naomi;  Jcnnette,  married  Henry  Kct- 
j terolf.  (5)  Joel  Daniel,  born  July  27,1815; 
i married  Si bi  1 la  Norman  and  has  four  children 
j — John,  Mary,  Annie,  Carrie.  ((J)  Abraham 
Jacob,  born  August  21,  18  15,  married  Lydia 
McLennan  and  has  live  children — I ra  Joseph, 
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Robert  I >.,  Jiii iic.s,  ( 'harles,  ( ’arrio  >S.  (7)  Reuben 
Frederick,  Lorn  June  ,‘>0,  181!).  (8)  Sophia 

Catharine,  1 >om  December  ID,  1851,  married 
Emanuel  Snook  and  lias  five  children — Ferry, 
Annie,  John,  Charles  and  Carrie.  (!()  W illiam 
Solomon,  horn  June  22,  1851,  manned  Ellen 
A.  Kantz  and  died  December  28,  18815.  (.10) 

Christina  Amanda,  Lorn  June  22,  185  I,  mar- 
ried John  1).  Dreese  and  has  one  child — Ida 
May. 

Mr.  Massinger  has  given  his  children  a lib- 


eral education,  and  his  seventh  child,  educated 
at  Wittenberg  College,  Springfield,! ).,and  at  die 
theological  seminary  also  located  there,  was  or- 
dained, in  August,  1871),  a minister  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Kansas  Synod, — Ilev.  It.  F. 
Massinger.  Mr.  Joseph  Massinger,  served  the 
people  as  school  director  some  years,  and  wa.-> 
at  one  time  elder  in  his  church — the  St.  Jacob’s 
Lutheran,  at  Troxelvillc.  In  political  prefer- 
ence lie  is  an  ardent  Itepublican. 
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A . 

Academy,  M i 1 1 1 i 11  low  ii,  7 1 2,  L • »7 . 

Academy,  Ain  View,  si i.a . 

Anul'-my,  New  I lloomlield,  01s. 

Academy,  Mount  I 1 1 1 j -y , DSL 

.Waik-my,  Mai  I..  l-\ ill.-,  I lul. 

Adams’,  Ml’.'.,  letters,  00. 

Adams,  W illiam  < ,»s'S. 

A limns,  Nun.  1 1 , r.yj. 

Ada  ms  'I'ow  i i.-'l  i ip,  10x0;  erection  ol,  1 • »S* » ; 
Troxelvillc.,  I0fiu;  Fnioii  Church,  I-r»Si  ; 
Mussel's  \ alley  Church,  10x1  ; KinlzJcr 
murder,  10x2. 

Adamsblll g,  I Sl » ; laid  out,  10X0;  i . « \ ; 1 1 • I • • in- 
1 1 a ) > i ( a 1 1 Is  in  1811,  l.'.Si;  ; I ,ul hcra ii  Church, 

| GST  ; ('In  i 0 \s  Rcl’oi  met  I ( 'I  i ti  rcl  i , ' 1 ; Fraud 

Army  I’osl,  I0SS  ; Cornel  band,  I ."«s.s. 

Albright,  lion  Andrew,  I J *0. 

A lexander,  J *-»■»••  I »l i , RID. 

Alexander,  S.imml  Lewis,  M.D.,  1x7. 

A Kxainl.  r,  .K»)m,  Ml. 

Alexander,  .lames,  1»1d, 

A IliMivillr,  r.  or,. 

Allison,  William  M.,  hxs. 

Allen,  Slater  W.,  r,oo. 

Mien,  J)r.  1 ».i\ i»l  L.,  (5DS. 

Allis.m,  Re\ . Matlliew,  717. 

Alexander  family,  1ul0. 

A Ihrighl,  l Jroi  jot,  I I I I. 

All- •man,  Horace,  I |3D. 

A Ill-man,  Samuel,  I 132. 

American  Mechanics,  l nite.l  Order  o|  : I'al-  1 

lerson  Council,  No.  2lM,  7-0 ; No.  ;'.oO,  of 
Thompson!'  >u  n,  X7H  ; No.  I .Mi,  of  Tln»ni| >so n- 
lown,  S7S  ; William  IVnn  Coiineil,  No.  1 1 1 1, 
of  Marysville,  huiO  ; IVrry  Council,  of  Dun- 
eaniion,  Id.Sl. 

Anderson,  Williaih,  70S. 

A mlersonl m re;,  lolo. 

A mlesville,  07.r>. 

Anderson  lamily,  loll),  lt»2U. 

Allies,  ( 'oloiiel,  I leliry/lOo. 

Armstrong,  hr.  .John,  01S. 

Arnold,  John  II.,  1 l.'JS. 

Aid,  hr.  .Jose] ili  II.,  175. 

Arms,  Charles  .1.,  171. 

Armstrong’s  murder  by  Indians,  00. 

Armstrong,  < oloiiel,  70. 

Armstrong  family,  Ols. 

Armagh  Tu\v 1 1 sl i i ] » : deseriptioii,  001  ; assess,  i ~ 
list,  J773,  001  ; early  scl tiers  and  Indians, 
003;  eliurilns,  OOO-.'.OO  ; IVrry villi- and  Mil- 
roy,  OtJO  ; < hurehe.x  of  Milroy,  Oid-Ok I ; Sig- 
lei  ville,  001  ; churches  and  schools,  501-071  . 
post-ollie.-.s,  071  ; mills  and  oilier  industries, 
071  071;  justices  of  the  i»-are,  071  ; fossil  rc- 
mains,  07  1 , biographical,  07  1 070. 


America,  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of:  Washington 
Camp,  No.  ii  IS,  of  Marysville,  IlltJO. 
Association,  Young  Men’s  Christ  inn,  of  Lewis- 
burgh,  1-Sl). 

A.'.'joi  iation,  Milllin  County  Pair,  021k 
A-s  x ial ion,  Odd-Fellow.*.’  Hall,  720. 

\ssoeiatii»ii,  Veterans’  Reunion,  of  .Juniata 
County,  TlU). 

ialioii,  buffalo  \ alley  runners’  .Mutual 
Fire,  I JOS. 

Association,  Riverside  1’urk  and  Agricultural, 
O',  il). 

A i kiuson  .«  M ills,  0S7. 

Mkinsoii,  Hon.  lami.-?  F.,  OSD,  0D7. 

Augusta,  Fort,  InO. 

Aurand  family,  Lllu. 

IS. 

I lack  ii>,  Dr.  S.  S.,  I I 10. 

F>arkus,  |)i  William  IF.  1 I ID. 

Fain  r,  lion.  .John  A.,  Did. 

Laker,  .1.  Thoni|..soii,  122 3. 

Lauks:  Peoples,  Newport,  1120;  .Juniata  \ al- 
ley loam  h,  1120;  Juniata  Valley , 72 1 ; Fn- 
i"ii  National,  1201  ; Milllinlmrg,  bJ70  ; I’orl 
Loyal  branch,  .Si >1  ; First  National  of  Mil- 
llinburg,  1070;  1*  armor*'  ul  Mil  lerstown, 
1 1 12. 

banks,  I >r.  Lueieli,  0D7. 

banks'  lleeolh  i lion  , DtJ. 

banks,  I >a\  id,  S ; i. 

banks  la  mi  In  , x ' I. 

banks,  bphraim  107. 

barn  el  I,  lion  ( hath  A.,  0S2,  DID. 

bin  roll  lion  O.-or;;.  I>  , 1:1.1. 

I ‘.arbor.  Roberl  Ik,  1201. 

F.arneit  family,  1072,  loSO. 

I amcr,  Jacob,  1112. 
barber,  I >r.  1 . <i  1 i • r , I 100. 
baslmr,  Michael  .).,  1333. 

Raskins  family,  ItKiD. 

I’ll  kins,  W illiam,  00  (nolo). 

Laxter  family,  R70. 

ben  wr  Township,  10U l ; erection  of,  1005;  in- 
habitants of  in  I7M),  L7D 1 and  17D0,  lOtJO; 
Kline  family,  1000;  early  settlers  and  mills, 
I0U0;  assessment,  1X1100,  Lvj7  ; llcavcr- 
town,  10OS  ; schools,  1011. 

15.  avertown,  Mutual  Fire  J nsuranco  Company, 
l ODD  ; societies,  1010;  churches:  Lutheran, 
1010;  Reformed,  1011;  Kvungelical,  1011; 

schools,  1011. 

I’ea\  ertown,  7 12,  I00X. j 

I leave  i low  ii,  iocs  ; laid  out,  I0UX;  inhabitant  > 
in  IX 1 1,  10us. 

II.  ale  Township  : elected,  7x2;  boundari.  , 
7X2;  early  s.-ttl.-rs,  7x2;  an  old  title,  7x2; 
ho.Nh-’s  mills,  7S  >.  .lohiislow n,  7X0;  Wal 


nut,  7X0  ; I nuis  family  « apt  ivity,  7x7  ; I n»w  cr 
Tuscarora  I’reshy'eriau  Church,  7x.x;  puli' 
I i .[schools  7XD  ; Tuscarora  A.  ademy,  7 DO  ; In- 
dian liiuiiud  ami  l’oi*t,7D0;  the  old  h it  I’ndd 
7DI  ; a mastodon,  7DI. 

•..•ale’s  Mills,  712. 

lealc,  Jet  man  Walker,  Ml).,  CDF 

•eah:  family,  7x:i. 

’..•ale,  W illiam,  7 12. 

leale,  Ivl ward  Aloirisou,  1221. 

hard,  John  Adams,  12IX. 

•ealty,  Rev.  Charles,  7 D. 
k‘aver,  Ceoige,  1 13D. 
leaver,  Thomas,  1320. 
leek,  ]>r.  Samuel  L.,  1227. 
leidler,  Jacob,  ti'jn. 
leeliteFs  'famiery,  1 1 2 x . 
lei  I,  (ieneral  William,  Lxi). 
ielleville,  C20. 

Iciiedict,  Kliplialet  Lm  ia n,  K.7. 
lerry,  benjamin,  M.l).,  1M. 
k rgs I resser,  Captain  John,  I 'd. 
leshler,  Dr.  II.  C.,  1 I hi. 
i \ . r,  l)r.  Charles,  1227. 

Jell,  John,  (500. 

Jihiglious,  Dr.  Tlnunas  J.,  11..2. 

Jihiglious,  Dr.  Juhn,  1 1 10. 

Jigham’s  Foil,  718. 
ligham's  < ia]),  7 13. 
tigelow,  Dr.  Llipha/.,  1x0. 

JigeloW , Dr.  W illiam  («.,  Ix">. 

•ijp  low,  hr.  FI i pine/.  C.,  1x0. 
ligelow , I )r.  brown  A isii. 

.ill  ..f  seal  from  Scoot,  7x0. 

’.iiigman,  Jacob,  10X2. 
lixlcr  family,  1()|0. 

I lack  family,  II  OS. 

Hack,  John,  I g IS. 

Hack,  James,  1 2 17. 

Hack  Log,  737. 

•lain  family,  DOS. 

Hair,  Dir.  Samuel,  122D. 
due  Jacket,  717. 

Ily Hie,  Hon.  Calvin,  1570. 

loard  of  Trade,  the  Lew  ishurgh,  l _ ■ >. 

Jonsall  family,  1 1 3(5. 
look,  Dr.’  11.  I’’.,  ODD. 
look,  Dr.  Ik,  IDO. 
loune,  Fort,  105. 
loom',  Captain  Hawkins,  lul. 
lompiel,  Colonel,  7XX. 
ionlner,  Dr.  II.  IF,  1 100. 
lotdorf,  Oeorgo  A.,  USD,  I RID. 

’•olany,  21.  20. 

lower,  hr.  Charles,  |M). 

lower,  Frederick  H.,  1111. 

Jon  ai  d family,  lotJu. 
lo\  huckleberry,  loss, 
loyd  family,  1 Ols. 
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INDEX. 


Moyer,  Samuel  .M  l).,  I'.ll. 

Moyer,  l)r.  I'.  A.,  1 I.V.i. 

Boyer,  Daniel  S.,  I I'*  I. 

Boynton,  Wharton,  .Morgan  A-  ('<».,  8(1.',, 

I5radtv,  Lienicnant  Samuel,  in  War  of  IM2, 
I !_'  ). 

Brady,  I2*|u. 

I 5i  •mIv,  i ’iipla  in  John,  In  I. 

I ’.rally,  James  ami  John,  .hi  I li  of,  I0!». 

I Irmly,  Foil,  li);7. 

Brady,  Samuel,  ‘J'J. 

Ilra.lley  A Dull,  Sand-works,  .778. 

I>/  a I Inn,  < aplaiu  A udiow  , 12  1. 

Brallon,  A ndrew,  (il  A. 

Krai  Dm,  Captain  William,  '.»7. 

Krai  I mi  Tow  nsliip  : ilesn  ijilion  ol',  G I A , lo- 
raliou,  GIA;  Andrew  Brallon,  r.KJ  ; early 
solllcrs,  GlA-GlG  ; schools,  (i|C.  ; justices  of 

I ho  peace,  GIG. 

Hraddoek’ri  dul'cat,  IA. 

Bridge.  Co.,  fa) 7. 

Bridge  at  Pori  Koval,  780. 

Kiiner  family,  JODI. 

Hniwii  A Benjamin,  lull. 

Ki'ow  n,  William  C.,  I Mu  (nole). 

Jiruw  n,  Jolm,  Sr.,  I A I A. 

Ki mv u family,  lO'.i'J, 

Krow  n,  John,  La.si'i. 

Krown,  General,  in  War  of  KSI2,  I2A. 

Brown,  Captain  Samuel  II.,  A, 78-  AA'J. 

lir.mghl,  David,  Cot). 

I iruolilalid  I 'iirnaee,  ADS. 

Krown  Township:  L’c  ' lion  ol,  GA8  ; mills,  still- 
lioiisn  and  tanneries,  GAS;  Malm’s  a\e- 
laeiory,  GA'J ; still-1  muses,  Gil);  early  set- 
tlers, GlO;  capture  of  lie:  Wilsons  by  In- 
dians, G TI  ; churches,  Gl2;  justices  of  (lie 
peace,  G ! J j l\ i-hacoipullas  Seminars,  GI2: 
Ke.  dsvilln,  GIA  ; Melhodhl  Chiuvh,  Ihcds- 
ville,  Gil  ; biographical,  (ill,  GIA. 

Bniudago,  Dr.  ( 'liarles,  I2AI. 

Kruhaker,  Dr.  J.  h.,  DlS. 

Kim  cer,  Dr.  Ignatius,  I2AG. 

Brubaker,  Dr.  Jias  id  31.,  12AL 

lirs  'on,  Samuel,  7(*2. 

Buy  son,  Dr.  John,  G'.il. 

Kucher,  Judge  Joseph  C.,  -IGA,  I I'.ll,  I 12  I. 

Kill  her,  Kev.  Tlieod'  -re  I’.,  ‘.I  |l). 

I iucke,  I »r.  Il.  nry,  17. 

KueU,  Dr.,  17  1. 

Hull,  \\  llliam,  1 ins. 

Kill  I,  Colonel  Koherl,  death  ol,  I JG. 

Kullalo  Mills,  I AGS. 

Kill I'alo  Township,  Kerry  Comity:  formation, 

II  12;  Kucke  s Valley,  1112;  Cirly’s  Notch, 
1112;  1 1 u ntei-’.-N  Valley,  1 l IA  ; lirst  set  tiers, 
IMA;  'Montgomery’s  Ferry,  II  I I ; assess- 
ments, I L 11  ; ed ileal ional,  I I I I. 

Kullalo  Township,  Kuiuii  County:  early  Mi- 
llers, 12.'2;  Kullalo  Cross- Koa< Is,  12. *1;  Cow  - 
an, 12'Jo  ; Vick.- burg,  J2'JG;  schools,  121)8; 
churches,  'I2DS. 

Buivhfudd,  15.  I ' , GS'.J. 

Kunhlield,  how  is,  771. 

Kuiyhlield  family,  8>2. 

Kurnside,  lion.  Thomas,  -1C. I , GT'J. 

Kurils,  llenei’al  .lame,-.,  .728. 

Burg,  Dr.  Simon  Wesley,  I2.i I . 

liny  ei's,  ( 'aplaiu  William  I’.,  1AI. 

Ky»  i s family,  to  I I. 


Cady  A.  Miller,  Ini;. 

I 'aider  A W i Ison,  7< Ml. 


( 'aldwcll,  ( aplaiu , KJ2. 

Camphell,  Andrew  W.,  G22. 

Cameron,  William,  l2Gu. 

Campludl,  Koherl,  7G-. 

('anip-iiieel ing,  First  Methodist,  in  Juniata 
County,  78G. 

< 'aim  ron,  William,  .)  r.,  1*217. 

Canals  Pennsylvania,  I2H,  IA7  ; Juni.ila,  I .7  , 
lirst  hoal,  IAS  ; paekel -holil  “Juniata,'  I As  , 
paeket  lines,  JA8,  I2>G;  (Jruss-cul,  1A’.» ; sale  •-! 
canals,  I All. 

Candor,  Du\  id,  -IG'J. 

Carroll  Township:  oreelioii  ol’,  10JG  ; early  lo- 
cal ions,  in  17  ; Shermaiisdah  , 10.72  ; churelie.-, 
1 1 )A2  ; schools,  1 0.7,7. 

Case,  Dr.  James  II.,  lll'J. 

CliH| ier,  Kev.  A.  K.,  I2AA. 

Caul h*  family,  Mil . 

Caveny,  Mrs.  Hannah,  881. 

Celiieleries  (see  name  of  churelies  to  which  at- 
tached, or  references  under  boroughs  and 
township  headings). 

Centre  Township,  Inis ; erection  of,  1.71s 
early  settlers  ami  industries,  KOI!)  ; promi- 
nent citizens,  I .20  ; early  business  men, 
1-20;  names  of  taxahlcs  in  1811,  I *»20 ; laju- 
cal  ional,  1.722. 

Cent  reville,  I .’*2 1 ; Colonel  George.  Weiriek, 

1 >21  ; Lutheran,  Keformed  and  Mv angelical 
Associations  Fnilcd  Kiel  hren  and  Zion’s 
Churelies,  1.721 . 

Central  Manufael tiring  Company,  I2G'.). 

Census,  Cnion  County,  II8A. 

< Vnlrc,  100‘J. 

Ceiitreville,  Jnniala  County,  8GI. 

Centre  Township,  Kerry  County:  erection  of, 
10SA  ; taxation,  10SA  ; early  settemeiils, 
losA  ; furnaces,  l0l)U ; 3luim  villc,  Kl'.io  ; 
schools,  lotto. 

Cesua  family,  toil. 

( Tver,  John,  G I1.). 

Chapman  Township,  1 A 1 7 ; election  of,  lAll); 
Shainnry,  ltiiie  and  Krittam  families,  I A In  ; 
Grubb's  Church  (laitheran  and  Keformed), 

I A t'J  ; Trinity  Church  (U  iliteil  Ki  el  In  eu  and 
.Methodist),  lAAo  ; Zion's  iiiillierait  Church, 
IAA0  ; Paradise  Church,  lAAo  ; Cemetery, 
IAA0  ; McKee's  llall'  Mails,  I AA I ; Half  l alls 
Ferry,  IA.7'2  ; Mahanta ngo  Creek  llridge, 
IA5A  ; Independence,  lAA.'J  ; mills  and  <1  irsl ti- 
ll l ies,  l . i A ; .schools,  1A.,1. 

< hamhei  lain,  W in.,  1AA  I. 

Chambers,  D.  < G87. 

( 'hapnian,  Seth,  1 1 87. 

Charlton,  Dr.  James,  I2AA. 

Crcigh,  Dr.  John  ('.,  in  War  of  1812,  1 28. 

Christy,  Jacob  A.,  GsA. 

Christianity,  early,  80- 8 A, 

eu  u koi  i t:.s. 

Methodist  Mpiscopal  : First  Society  of  Lewis 
town,  .320  First  African,  Lew  islow  n,  A2A; 
Second  African,,  Lewislown,  A2A;  Dry 
Valley,  f.A8  ; in  ..Mi  I my,  f»G2  ; at  Laurel 
Kun,  .7GA  ; ol  Newloh  Hamilton  A no  ; of  31c- 
Yeylown,  GI0  ; of  Alleuville,  GA7  ; Mountain 
Chapel,  Krown  township,  Gl2;  in  Reeds 
villc,  G 1 1 ; Wesley  Chapel,  Cranvilh-  town- 
ship, GAA  ; (<  i'll  her  Chapel,  Ciau\illo  low  n- 
ship,  ('•■•: ; ; at  Warner,  GA'.i  ; the  Mouver,  or 
A tin  i ■ lit , GA'.i  ; of  Mew  isl.iw  n,  71'J  ; at  Mack, 
7A»7  ; al  Waterloo,  7A7;  of  Waterford,  7 K.  ; ol 
3K-I  'o\.-\ ille,  V I • » ; of  Port  Ko\al,sn|;  Pine 
Clove  ( liurcli,  ol  .1  a ri'  ho,  sA2;  Mi-llmdisl  Pro 
testant,  of  i ‘arroll  township,  luAA;  of  East  Sa- 
lem, 871  ; of  Thompsunt.ovvn,  870;  of  New 
Klooinlield,  'JAG  ; of  Loysville,  UTS  ; of  Lan- 


disbiii'^,  *J8A  ; of  New  Cermaiilown,  ‘Jh2  ; the 
Fairview  ( 'I lurch,  '.»'i2  ; 1 loi  *.  \ alley  Chur*  h, 
U'.*2 ; of  Plain,  1007;  Emory  ' hap«  I,  of 
Madison  township,  1027  ; «»l'  Iclo  shm^, 
lnl‘2;  of  Carroll  township,  10A7  ; of  .Marys* 

\ ille,  I < h . | ; of  Diincaiifion  borough,  1**77  ; 
p.-nie  IPri  ('liurcli,  l«*7H  ; Dninaii  Island, 
1078  ; ad'  Will  alli.-ld  loWlirahip,  H«  'G  ; |V|»* 
mil’s,  c/f  Wheal  field  low  fish  ip,  liUlii ; of 
Lherpool  borough,  1117;  of  Newport  h*  i 
oiigh,  1121  ; of  Mill,  isl.iwn,  nil  ; of  N<  w 
Kullalo,  1 IGD  ; of  Mewisbm-h,  127.7;  of  New 
Columbia,  1A-17  ; of  Millliubur^,  I AT  I , id 
Hartley  township,  KiSS  ; of  Selin’s  Grove 
borough,  I 171  ; of  Chapiuan  township, 
1.770;  ol  Monroe,  township,  1»78;  <»f  Now 
Kelli  li  township,  I II  I. 

Rrinhy b riaii  ; General  lemai  ks  upon,  A12 
I n a,  .n  I • wi  town  ■ i I ; Lillie  Valley,  -.7, 
East  l\  ish  e o.piillas  and  Dry  N'alley , >A7.  A'lii; 
of  Mill'oy,  AGI  ; of  Si^Ieiw  ille,  6G, I ; of  New- 
ton Hamilton,  AM)  ; of  .McVeytown,  G08-iilll; 
of  Alleuville,  G.:!G  ; Centre  < liurcli.  Brown 
township,  G.  12;  church  of  Granville  town- 
ship, G.72-GAA  ; at  Strode  Mills,  i.A A ; of  Little 
Valley,  GAS;  of  M illlinlown,  712  ; of  J.ack 
township,  7a7  ; of  W aterford,  7-1.7;  of  Vic 
Coysville,  717;  Lower  Tiiscaroru,  788;  of 
Perry  \ ille,  8UA;  J..»st  (’reek  Church,  840;  of 
.Mexieo,  8G2  ; of  Tlioiup.soiitowu,  87G  ; id  New 
Klooinlield,  DAG  ; of  Luysvillc,  1)78  ; of  l.andis- 
bur^j'JSl;  of  Plain,  lOllA  ; of  Madison  twp., 

1 1)2 A ; of  Sa villc  township,  1012;  of  Slier- 
maiisdale,  1"A2  ; of  Diiucaiiiioii  l»orou^h,U)7'-; 
Midtile  Kid-e,  1102;  of  Newport  hormi-l., 
1121  ; of  Dirk’s  Cap,  II  iA  ; id'  M illm -tow  li, 
HID;  of  NN  .ills  township,  1107;  of  Lewis- 
hiir.'h,  1271  ; at  liiillalo  Cross-Koads,  12DS 
in  While  Deer  township,  PM7  ; ol’Millliii- 
hura;,  K;7:i  ; td  Hartley  township,  P5S7  ; 
of  1 1 a i Melon,  I A!  18  ; in  New  Merlin,  1-1 10  ; of 
l Ireac.'  lowu-hip,  I 120. 

Keformetl  Cliureh  in  Adams  township,  IASI  ; in 
Peaverlown,  1 A 1 1 ; in  Ceiitreville,  1.721  ; in 
Perry  township,  1A2A  ; in  Stdiii'n  Grove  hor- 
oii-h,  117.5;  in  I’nioii  township,  1.77*7;  in 
Fivelmi  p,  I AAA  ; in  Franklin  tow  nship,  IAi.G; 
in  Washin:;h>n  township,  IAA2  ; in  Wot 
peaver  low  n.sliip,  IAI.7  ; in  .M iddlehur^  hor- 
oueli,  I IDI  ; in  Middle  Creek  township, 

I . .AG  , ill  Pei i li  low  nsh ip,  1 AO' 1 ; at  $ol*udov ill.-, 
GAS;  Sai.nuePs  ('liurcli,  GAS;  at  Linin^er, 
Mi  A ; of  I Min.  .union  boiae^li,  1U80  ; of  Puf- 
falo  township.  IA(»2;  Lewis  tow  nship,  llun; 
New  Berlin  borough,  IllU;  in  l!n:^  town- 
ship, 1 I20n  ; in  Ch:i|)inan  townshqi,  1 A t'J  ; iu 
Adamlmi  2,  1.7*7  ; *d  Loysville,  d77  ; of  8a- 
\ ill.-,  1 » 1 1 2 ; Presbyterian  of  Spring  town- 
ship, 11.78;  First,  of  Lewislown,  .720;  of 
Kelly  township,  1AA7  ; Trinity,  of  Laiidis- 
hiir-,  '.ISA  ; Zion,  of  Plain,  I m hi  ; Sandy  Hill, 
ol  .Matli">n  lown.-hiji,  1027  ; of  Marysville, 
loci  ; St.  Andrews,  or  Shuman's  Church, 
HHA;  Christ’s,  "l  Newport  borough,  112-5; 
in  31  illliiiiuim,  IAGS  ; Si.  John's,  Spring 
township,  1 1 J ; First,  of  Lewishurgh, 
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li va ngelical  l.ullui.iii:  St.  John’s,  of  Meehan 
icsville,  (.27  ; Samuel's  ( 'liurcli,  ('.‘.8;  St.  Sl«-- 
pheu's,  of  Milfold  township,  7I'»;  of  Port 
Koyal,  8o.,;  ol  3 1 > Misterville,  MA  ; of  Sln*r- 
nmiisdule,  l*i.7 1 ; I'riuily,  ■ >l  Liverpool  bor- 
ough, 1117  of  Spring  low  n hip,  1 1 All ; of 
I.i.-w  ishurgh,  1 27: 5 ; of  Puli.il> • township,  KI02; 
Si.  John’s,  of  Kelly  township,  IA  ;7. 

Church  of  (Sod,  Carroll  tow  usliip,  l(»AA;  Church 
of  Cod,  Kyo  tow  nsliip,  DS5,  1UG2  ; iu  Marys- 
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villi*,  lord;  ill  blllir. union  Mol'oiigli,  lONO; 
I ’ i in:  drove,  of  Miller  rl*. #\v 1 1- 1 1 i | »,  I I.;  5 ; of 
Spring  Township,  II  ; of  How. • Town-hip, 
1 1 i 'd. 

I T n i I <m I I (rclli i i n in  Christ  : In  W'.i y m*  T,>wn 
ship,  dSG  , ( nl  1 1 • v i 1 1 • • , l'2l  ; Port  To  \ 'lion, 

I r»7 • » ; of  Sln,rniiin.sil;ili,)  lord  ; of  Mary -\ ill'', 
lord  ; of  biinriiniion  Luroii:h,  loso;  ol' 
W ' Iu'slI lifltl  Township,  lo*i.'»  ; Perry  Town 
ship,  1222  ; ( hapman,  I > >0  ; W<  >1  1 ’« • 1 1 s . 

I '.is  : Preohurg  I..29  ; M iddlelmi  ■;  M"i  oiijdi, 

I 192  ; New  Merlin  Lonnr: h,  I 1 10  , M.-\ir 
si  12 ; ol'  Past  Sul. -in,  87  I ; ol'  Kichlield/S.sd. 

Ppiseupal  : SI.  Mink’s,  ol'  Lewislown,  ■>--  ; 
Trinity,  Loeko’s  Mills,  .TVs  ; ol'  Thompson* 
Iiiwii,  S7li. 

Raplist  ; l''irs(;  Regular,  of  Lewislown,  222; 
Livlhren  Chnreh,  210;  ;il  Loekporl,  .'>‘l!l  ; of 
Milford  Township,  729  ; of  Spruee  M ill  Tow  n- 
ship,  792  ; (icrman,  of  Payelle  Tow  nship, 
Sll  ; Pree  Spring,  ni'iir  N an  Wort,  N.Vti  ; of 
Ri eh  field,  S’ So  ; of  fjr  wish  ill  gh,  I 27  8 ; a I Win- 
field, 1220;  of  Kelly  Tp.,  Ib.i'.S : in  l.iv^ 
Tp.,  1120m;  in  Selin's  Clove  Uorough,  1171. 

Rnplisl  Herman  Ml'et hren,  ol’  Jackson  Town- 
ship,  1007. 

Evangelical : in  Lewislown,  522;  in  New  Lan- 
caster Valley,  229  ; of  Lillie  Valley,  GdS  ; of 
Patterson  Monmgh,  NOG  ; of  Luciist  loin,  Sl’.O; 
llel hlehein,  of  ( ireon wood  Tow nsh i p,  SOI  , al 
Dressier,  802  ; Stony  Point,  of  Madison 
Township,  l<*27  ; I’elhel,  of  live  TowTiship, 
101.2  ; Salem  Church,  I Olid  ; Kuiauind,  of 
Marysville,  lord  ; of  Newporl  Roruiig  h,  I 12.’.  ; 
Si.  Paul's,  of  Lewisburgh,  1280  ; Salem 
Church,  Idl'd;  Phene/er  ('11111011,  1219; 
Pmanucd  Church,  1220;  Cowan  Chiireh, 
1220;  New  Columbia  Cliuivh,  1210;  White 
Deer  Chnreh,  1217;  Now  Merlin  Lorough, 
1110;  Li  me  ,1  mu  - Township,  M2()d  ; Middle- 
h 1 1 rg  llOrmigli,  1 1 02  ; West  Perry  Town- 
ship, 1.728;  Meavcrtowu,  I dll  ; Ceiilre- 
villo,  1721  ; Port  Trevorlon,  1270;  Hregg 
Township,  1 12t)n  ; Union  Township,  1272; 
of  Ifartloy  'J'ownshiji,  12>'S. 

Lutheran  Church  al  Lewi,  town,  dlii;  /.ion’s, 
Lowistown,  dlii  ; in  Milroy,  222  ; of  Sigler- 
v ill.-,  201  ; of  A llmi ville.,  027  ; of  Soradovil h*, 
05S  ; Messiah,  of  Lowistown,  7 IS  ; Wiliow 
drove,  of  (jack,  727  ; Licking 1 'reek  or  St.  Ste- 
phen’s of  Milford  township,  7d7  ; on  Church 
Hill,  Turl)e|t  township,  780  ; al  Cent reville 
Slid;  of  Thompsoiilowu,  877  ; St.  Joint's,  of 
Monroo  township,  88.2  ; SI . .lames,  ol  Siisijiio- 
h : » 1 1 1 1 a , St *2  ; ( 'hrisl’s  Church, '.id I ; old  Union 
Log  Church,  92  1 ; Trinity  Reformed,  ol  New 
Pdoomfield,  922  ; Lehanon,  of  Sherman’s  Val- 
ley, 070  ; /ion,  of  Plain,  lOod  ; SI.  Paul,  of 
Madison  township,  1027;  RulValo  I nion, 
1020;  St.  Andrew’s,  of  Psheol,  Id-12  ; of 
Marysville,  loiid  ; Christ’s,  of  Diineaniiou 
borough,  IliTO  ; SI.  David’s,  id'  Wheallj.ld 
township,  100d;  SI.  .Iolm's,near  Markelsville, 
1102;  SI.  Samuel’s,  1 102  ; ChrisPs,  in  Liver- 
pool township,  1111;  of  Newporl  borough, 
1121;  Si.  Michael's,  of  Croon  wood  lownship. 
1127  ; SI.  Peter’s,  lids  ; Mould  /ion,  Spring 
township,  lld'.l;  Ludolph,  Spring  township, 
lld'.l;  in  Walls  township,  HOT;  ofMillliu 
burg,  1270  ; of  Hartley  town  hip,  1287  ; of 
I lari  lelon,  1298;  in  Lewis  township,  Mo.. 

I loo  ; of  New  Merlin,  Mill;  in  ( hapmaii 
township,  I "*  1 9,  Iddn  ; in  Hu  ion  tow  nship, 
1272  ; in  W a-hineton  township,  1222  ; in 
Weal.  Leaver  township,  l.d  1.0;  in  Moiiloe 
lowii.dilp,  1279  ; in  Mill'll.  I. m - honnig'h, 


1191  ; in  Middle  Creek  township,  I ddO  ; in 
• Penn  township,  Idol  ; in  Selin’s  Prove 
borough,  1172,  1171;  in  Perry  towndiip, 
1-22;  in  Ceiil  ivvillc,  I * J I ; in  lieaverlown. 
Idlo  ; in  Adams  tp.,  Id.sl  ; in  Adamsburg. 
Id87  ; in  Pranklin  I]).,  1200  ; in  Pn>  I urg 
Ip.,  1220. 

Lutheran  and  deruinn  Reformed,  of  Miehlield, 
8s  | ; Old  Union  l.o1  ('hlll'ell,  901 . 

Lillheran  Cong  legal  ion  ol'  lekeslmig,  1012. 
Miscellaneous:  Ppi<opal,  Protestant,  of  New 
poll  Li )j mi  d 1,  I 122  ; Cnlholie,  Homan,  ol 
the  Sailed  Heart,  Lewislown,  >22;  Kiver 
Lrelhieii,  of  Carroll  township,  10,..; 
Christian,  J«’irsl,  of  Lewisburgh,  1270;  Ma- 
nassas Union,  Jackson  township,  I0n7  ; Free 
Church  of  Milroy,  .Mil  ; Duiikanls’  Church 
I I 2nd  ; Christian,  Prce,  of  Siglerville,  221  , 
Si.  Paul  Union,  8ti:»  ; Strasser,  in  Turkey 
Valley,  892  ; Christian,  United,  of  Dehi 
ware  township,  871  ; Mel hel,  in  Shatter's  YaL 
ley,  970;  Mennoriilo  Church,  West  Perry, 
1228;  of  Payette  township,  .8 10. 

• isiia  s Hun,  loll*. 

' i v 1 1 list  ol' Juniata  County,  ('.(id, 
lark  family,  1071. 
lark  family,  10(19. 

Clark  family,  122L. 

( larke,  John  Caittain,  9 I. 

( Meiidoniiin  family,  987. 

( ’lose,  I lenry  L.,  .r)7(i. 

( 1 olamiis,  8 hi. 

( 'o.  hran,  William,  8d|. 

( oiler  Oil  Company,  1029. 

Commissioners  of  Juniata  County,  (JUG. 
Commissioners*  clerks  for  Juniata  County,  GGH. 
( 'outlier,  David  M .,  028. 

Connell,  Dr.  James  M.,  178. 

( '00k,  Mr.,  -1 82. 

( 'ooper,  Thomas,  1187. 

Cove  1’orge,  |-o72. 

('ox,  Daniel  Webster,  1222. 

( 'ox  family,  sjio. 

Crawford,  Dr.  K.  Darwin,  092. 

( 'raw lord , Dr.  Dav id,  (>9l. 

(.'raw lord  family,  O.H. 

( 'raw  lord,  James,  (191 . 

( 'raw  ford,  Mrodie  I .,  (190. 

Crawford,  Samuel  15.,  092. 

('raw ford,  Dr.  David  M.,  092. 

Crawfoni,  Dr.  James  \V.,  092. 

Creamer,  Morris  W’c.Mcy,  1200. 

Cieie;h,  Dr.  John,  -17d,  921. 

(.'l  ist,  Dr.  Theodore  S.,  1229. 

( 'rouse,  Janies  (I. , I 112. 

(.'rouse,  Jeremiah,  1 192. 

( Yoiiimillor,  John  I*.,  1427. 

Crotzer,  Dr.  A.  J.,  1220. 

( 'iiinmin,  Dr.  W illiam,  919. 

( 'uddy,  Dr.  dcor^e  I 09d. 

C11 1 hertsoi),  I loraee  J.,  171 . 

Ciilheitson,  James,  M.D.,  179. 

Culp,  l>r.,  921. 

Cummings,  Joseph  P.,  14*12. 

('iiiinniitgs,  J*r.  Severus,  ISO. 

Cummings,  Dr.  Alherl,  480. 

('uiinii)^ham,  William  I).,  728. 

I). 

I > trliii;;(oii  famil  y,  InsT. 

I*a\  is,  ( 'Inn  lew  S.,  2 111. 

Davis,  .1  olin,  f»20. 

Davis  Lock,  8 00. 

I 'avis,  Dr.  Pli jah,  170. 

Davis,  Willi.im  1 ' , I,  ' 

Delaw. in'  Town -hip  holllldai  ies,  Sll.’i  ; enrl\ 


setlleiii'  iits,  802;  hools,  872;  chur  In  - 
871  ; U.i-l  Salem,  871  , (Joo.l-W  ill.  >71 
Delaware  Literary  So>  i«  ly,  8.7s. 
j Deii  1 ii  h,  I lenry  («.,  11  In. 
j D.  iti  ksoii,  Mrs.  Mary,  1 1 
1 I >e<  hal  t,  I >r.  J.  W.,  090. 

! 1 >« • 1 1 , Ludwig,  I . l(>. 

1 D-  Laneey,  Dr.  C.  IT,  9 :1 
Dill,  William  II.,  11  II. 

I I Omni  family,  890. 

I»i\en,  Jam.  , L.,  979. 

Died  i.  h,  John,  121  I. 

Dill,  Andrew  II.,  1217. 

Duly,  Dr.  Pzra,  470,  (191,  70.5. 

Doty,  L.  W.,  (190. 

Doty,  Dr.  Mosw.  ll,  l?d,  1227. 

Holy,  Dr.  Soul  haul,  170. 

Doty,  P.  S , Jr.,  090. 

Doty,  Pdmuud  Southard,  Osd. 

Doty,  James  ( '. , 088. 

Duty,  Parker  A Co.,  721. 

Doling,  Dr.  John  II.,  928. 

Doiidlc,  Daniel,  1202. 

Douglass  mill,  1002. 

Dougherty,  Lieutenant  Samuel,  Mil. 

Dougherty,  John,  002. 

Dougherty,  Lieutenant  John,  101. 

Donaldson,  Captain  John,  122. 

Doyle’s  mills,  785. 

Derry  Township  : desi  riplioii,  222  ; assessment 
of  1790,221;  Logan,  22*5;  kellyville,  220; 
VcN'igei  town,  029  ; .Maitland,  • In  ; history  of 
the  L ret  1 1 lei  1 Church,  210;  early  set  I Ins 
212;  Logan  Steel  and  Iron  Company  and 
Standard  Steel- W'oi ks,  21s  ; schools,  2dn  ; 
justices  of  the  peace,  221. 

DecaLur  Township  : erection  of,  021;  assrss- 
nicnl  of  1812,  lid  1 ; early  locations,  Odd,  0 .7  . 
posl-olliees,  027  ; Lilleyville,  02s  ; Wagner, 
028;  ►Surudovillc,  028  ; Painter,  C. VS ; ( hm»  In  .-, 
028  ; schools,  Od'J. 

Dean,  Dr.  I *.  C.,  490. 

Drieshach,  Martin,  1197. 

Duueaniion  Borojigh  : incorporation  of,  1071  ; 
Petersburg,  1072  ; Diincannoii  Mecord,  lo70  ; 
elmrehes,  1070-81  ; soi*ieties,  1081-82  ; 1‘ire 
Department,  1082  ; Diincantion  history 
sketehe.-'.,  ll*82. 

Diincannoii  Iron  W'orks,  1072. 
hum  an,  John  Piaster,  I2u9. 

L*ul!  A Wilson,  san>l-w inks,  299. 

Dull,  ( 'asper,  002-002. 

Dunliar.  IW.ekiel,  082. 

K. 

Past  Luffalo  Tp.  : formation  of,  1210  ; early 
settlers,  1210  ; schools,  1218  ; churches,  1:; IS. 
Past  Salem,  871. 

Past  Waterford,  742. 

Maker,  Dr.  Joseph,  1220. 

Karushaw,  Rev.  W illium,  2512. 

Past  Newport,  I 1 29. 

Ply,  Dr.  Joseph,  92'J. 

Phy,  James  lb,  M.D.,  920. 

Pckcrt.  Dr.  John,  '.*21. 

Pd  wards,  Dr.  Samuel,  922. 

Phrelll’i'ld,  Augustus  ClellieUS,  172. 

Plder,  Dr  William,  09d. 

Pllioll.diurg,  1121. 

Plliotl,  I).  SI,  wall,  Il’i'J. 

Pllioll,  William  P.,  of  War  of  Is  1 2,  122  (nolo), 
208,  (i  HI. 

Klliolt  family,  102 1 . 

Kllioll,  Rev.  Dr.,  1022. 

I'  lder,  Dr.  Thomas  A.,  097. 

I4ld.*r,  1C.,  172. 

Phi. 1,  tic  a go  W , 170 
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1NDKX 


1 .Mi  r,  llul'n  171. 

Ellin I, Mathias  Joseph,  l.'l'.t 
1C  1 1 is,  I*  rands,  ...»  1 1 1 < 1 1 » • ) . 

I'.'nif ri.  L l.iiiiil.v,  I 17. 

I'm.  i i.  Is,  Dux  i.l,  |3  I. 

F.nsloW  family,  d»7. 

I'ii  -li  -Ii,  David,  Si  , I I 'I. 

Fn-ming*  i I . niil.N  , K'eii. 

Knl.  i |.i  i >i ■ .*  hi. I Works,  7.S7 . 

K|.|.l.'\ , l»i  c.  •*.  \\  .,  ' I . 

Ki  I • * 1 1 1 1 1 . • \ ei  , I o*x  i t;  . I . i, 

Im  m.  I ..n,  I 
I!  li>  ..I.  in I.:. 

Evans,  I • i .1  ii * i l I )a vt • ii | o » r( , 1223. 

Kvsilis,  ( ap  a i ii,  I r» • « h • i i * k , 121  (noli*.),  I 302. 
Evans,  S.  ' even,  m'.s. 

KvatlS.  < i r 1 1 ' ' l a 1 I . MlC,  S<  »S . 

Evans  family,  Siis. 

Kv.mdah •,  8 '3. 

I .'vans  I'amily,  I2l  k 
Ky.-r,  Dr.  Aaron  W.,  1 Li  JO. 

F.yst.r,  I >r.  Joseph,  I I li'». 

Fa rli* v,  Jacob,  15532. 

Fay i*l  1 1*  Ti i\v ii.'li ip  ; l«u*al ion,  832  ; early  settle, 
mem , s ; i lum*li.  s,  s |o;  selmols,  8-1 1 ; Me- 
Ui-terville,  >12  ; church,  Sir*  , Lodge  of  I. 
0.  ( ).  I*’.,  S | ; Soldier-.'  < h'pha  II.''  School,  s 17  j 
( 'ocola iii us,  S |i» ; Oakland  ,71  ills,  S Id. 
Fermanagh  Township:  original  territory,  SO!) 
ta\aldi  s of  L703,  800;  agreement  relative  to 
(.rotectioii  of  frontier,  Si  I ; taxable  indus- 
tries, si.!,  each  industries,  813  831  ; sclmols 
s3l  ; Fine  drove  Church, 8.52. 

Fet I (*ndf,  Dr.  Isaac  7.,  1232 
Fisher,  Dr.  Charles,  1230. 

Fisher,  l)r.  A.  .1.,  007. 

I it liian's  Journal,  DOS. 

J’l.kkingor,  .!.  II.,  Dl". 

Flo\  d.  Dr.  Samuel,  003. 

Floyd,  Dr.  .John  Ik,  -ItH. 

I lx  nu,  71 . Hi  inner,  M . Ik,  ISO. 

Foclil,  Dr.  Martin  L.,  1 
F* dimer,  Dr.  Joseph  Ik,  I 232. 

J'ollnier,  Daniel,  1. 120p. 

Foil  hut,  William  Puckman,  122.7. 

Ft.llmer,  John  Ik,  1217. 

Forge  at  Licking  < reek,  700. 
l orls  Im i II  on  the  Fro u t ier,  < .7 . 

F<  a I , old.  and  lu  l l,  7'.'  I . 

Forge,  Fio,  lii'H. 
l ore  t Hill.  |:;f,0. 

Forest  Iron-works,  Fill. 

I ...  il„,  17-  ID,  771. 

Fought,  71  is.,  captivity  of,  F’»2l. 

Franklin  Township,  1777;  erection  of,  .1777  ; 
early  settlers  177s  ; Kern  family,  1 7 "> S ; ; 
Smith,  Ruvverso.x  and  Cifl  families,  177!) 
lion  Courge  Ki-enn-r,  170ii;  ('apt.  Frederick 
Evans,  1302;  I'axtoiivil le,  1707;  Franklin* 
1707;  Lutheran  Reformed  Church,  1700; 
Christ's  Evangelical  Futlieran  Church,  1700; 
1 1 a -si  n^ers  grave-yard,  1707. 

Frei  burg,  133 1 ; founded,  1 7il  1 ; early  inhab- 
itants, 17::  I ; additions  to,  1 3 55  1 ; attempt  to 
incorporate,  1777;  Free  burg  Courier,  17:57; 
Free  I hi  rg  News,  17:53;  Futlieran  and  Ke- 
formed  Cluirch,  17:57;  Fnited  Ihvlhreu 
1 7:  a. »;  Freehurg  Academy,  I7’.*»;  societies, 
I 7: 5!  i ; Royer's  Town-Hall,  I.  > . 5 . • : authors 
17  In  ; Normal  .Music  Sellout,  III  Philhar- 
inoiiie  ,M  usieal  Society,  |7  I I . 

Freeland,  fall  of  Fort,  111. 

Fiv.  laud  Fort,  F-7. 

I T i e 1 1- lull  i 1 1 llool  and  I .. . dd«  i Company,  • "i; 
Frow  , Dr.  .lame.-.,  i.'Tl. 


Fry  family,  s72. 
lull,  i , \\  j 1 1 i a in,  000. 

I link’s  family,  S.77. 

I urnace,  Tim  I ' n ion,  1:527. 

Furnace,  Monlaliello,  Id'.).'!. 

I urnace,  Marshall,  1 127. 

Furnace,  Ferry,  lt)!M>. 

Furnace,  ( >si k Clove,  I 170. 

Furnace,  .1  uniala,  lii'.lU. 

I urna.  e.  Hope,  070. 

Callagher,  Tlioinas,  70.1. 

Calloway.  .Major,  120. 

< lallucalh,  James,  007. 

i ialbmilh,  Dr.  James,  022. 
i larver,  I )r.  M . Ik,  -I US). 

Cast,  Henry,  1373. 

Cast,  In.  Joliu  Reynolds,  1 2d  I . 

Cass,  Henry,  1177. 

Ce.ldes,  Dr.  John  Kay,  12512. 

Cemiuol,  James,  0 In. 

Cerliart,  Dr.  Wilfred,  12110. 

Cirty’s  Notch,  1 I 12. 
i iirty  (Cirlee),  Simon,  007,  1 1 01. 

Cel/.,  David  Henry,  1208. 

Ccology:  .Juniata  County,  Id;  IMilllin  Count  v. 

20  ; Derry  County,  21  ; Snyder  County. 

Union  County,  2.T 
tiihson,  Coorge  Sr.,  117:5. 

Cibson  family,  1 17:5. 

Cihson,  John  Rannister,  000. 

* iilbert,  Jacob,  1 l-ll). 

Clov er,  Horace  1*.,  122  I. 

Clover,  Dr.  Samuel  J*.,  1231. 

Cobble,  Rev.  Aaron  10.,  I 115. 

Cooky,  Dr.  Fdward,  1110. 
hood-W ill,  87-1. 

Cordon,  Isaac  < 5.,  121*1. 

Cuurlcy,  lh  v.  John,  717. 

Crand  Army  of  the  Republic;  Hillings  Pest, 
No.  170,  727;  Stevenson  Post,  No.  182,  of 
.McVeyhiwn,  012  ; Fieot.  David  II.  Wilson. 
No.  FlI,  727;  I5eiijamin  lleiilert  Post,  Xo.  1 
.'HO,  8u|;  Sergeant  John  Jones  Post,  Xo  1 
I IK,  07.8 ; Post  No.  I NS,  100.7;  Lieut.  XV  i I 
liam  Allison  Post,  No.  100,  I0S2;  Lieut.  Ar- 
nold l.obmigh  Post,  No.  2‘J7,  1127;  Andrew  ! 
Cregg  Tin  ker,  No.  72,  1208  ; William  P 
Foster  Post,  No.  217.  1377. 

Cranville  Township  : eie«  lion  of,  017;  nalust 
lies,  017;  early  settlers,  017;  Hope  Furnace. 
070;  foundries,  <57 1 ; sellouts,  071  ; ehurehe-, 
072  : j il- 1 ices  ol  the  peace,  07:5. 

C ranges:  Spruce  ilill  C range,  No.  772,  700; 
Milford  C ra lice,  No.  77:5,  700;  Tusrarora 
Crane*,  No.  77l,7oo;  Walnut  C range,  No. 
77f*,  7oo ; Lost  Creek  C range,  No.  780,  7o0  i 
Turl.etl  Crauge,  No.  7sl,  Too.  Wiilkci 
Crang<*,  No.  786,  700;  Fermanagh  C range, 
No.  787,  7ti0;  .1  uniata  Cuuiit  v Crange,  Ton  ; 
Snyder  County  Pomona  (Iran go,  1107  ; Mon- 
roe Crange,  No.  101, 1 107  ; Ruth  Crange,  No 
: 52  5,  HOT;  Adam  Crange,  No.  tsl,  1 107  : 
Fuion  Crange,  No.  711,  1107;  Pi  nil  Crauge, 
No.  .70:  i,  III*,:  West  Reaver  Crange,  No.72'*. 
1107;  Reaver  Crange,  No.  Tlo,  I If, 7 ; Centr* 

( Range,  No.  773,  l 107. 

Cralium,  I Ion.  James  IF,  list  , '.IDS. 

< -laham,  \v  illiam,  7u0. 

Cl  aham,  Di . I ici.rge  M.,  000. 

Cialiam,  i . i • « Wa.-diiligtuu,  1207. 

Cram  ill**  Foi  l,  07. 
tlrayhill,  Ri  Imp  John,  Hs:; 

Cray,  John,  on. 

1 5 ray  l and  I .it  igul  miih,  7'dH. 


1 Cr.iv  family,  7n7,  L:  51. 

i * i * * n,  I >r.  < W . 1 22- . 

' Cn  efi,  IM’.  John,  O'.H. 
lim  iavii»il  T*»vx  iir-hip  : Juniula  Count  v • r«  * ini 
in,  887;  early  ;ikm-wm,i*h|-)  8*7;  laxahli*  in- 
dustries, 887  >80;  schools,  SU|  ; Relhh  hi  lti 
Evangelical  < hur*  h,  801 . 

Clcelioilgh,  |)r.  J.  J. , I lot). 

1 livelih  ood  'Low  lisliip,  P<  l iy  Colllit  > . lei  i dol  i . 

1 1 . 1 . 1 1 . i . * ii  I . mi.  i 1 1 1,1  iU  H * 

II. ill,  IF’.  I ; ro.olf*,  II  : . ; caily  us-  im  nh. 

I I3.i  ; mill .,  I 1.50  ; old  inliuhilniil  * "I  tl ir*l in* 

I mu,  I 1 3i '•  ; educational,  I LC  ; dm  re  lies,  1 157  : 
land  grants  a ml « ai  ly  settler-,  I F58;  hiograph- 
ical,  1 Fi'd  ; the  press,  II 10. 
i Creeiih  af,  Dr.  Ret-  i L.,  000. 

Cregg  Township,  1 I2"h  ; erection  of,  I l2oh  ; 
early  settlers  in,  1 120  h ; Marcus  Hilling, 
1-120'h;  original  surveys,  1 1 20  i ; Alleuwooil, 
M20j  ; hri'lges,  1 120j  ; Union  (Jeim  teiy, 

I 120 j ; Spring  Carden,  J 120  j ; l'rowii 

family,  ll20j;  Hunter  family,  ll2uk; 

Oakes  family,  1 120  k ; Shellaharger  fam- 
ily, 1120k;  Snoihh  family,  ll2Uk;  Sil- 
limati  family,  VI2ok;  A him,  1120k; 

early  settlers,  1 120  I ; schools,  I l20l  ; Wash 
ingtuu  Presbyterian  Church,  1 120 1 ; While 
Deer  Raptist  Church,  ll20m;  IAangeli.ul 
Association,  M20n;  .Messiah  l iiion  Chuivli, 

1 121)11  ; Kmanuel  Kvaiigoiical  Church, 
1120  n. 

Croniuger's  caj-tivity,  70S. 

Croll,  Ceorge  C.,  .71. A.,  M.D.,  I22d. 

Crush,  Dr.  R.  F.,  1)27. 

(5riinm,  Henry  11.,  MOD. 

Crier,  l)r.  Joseph  F.,  122s. 

Crier’s  Point,  lof.l. 

| drove,  Adam,  131 1. 

Crubb,  Dr.  Tsaac  N.,  007. 

Cudykunst,  Charles,  l l2i)ij. 

Cumly,  Jacob,  1237. 

Cuss, Charles,  700. 

Cuss,  Abraham,  700. 

Cuss,  A.  L.,  723,  7«'»7. 

( luss,  Simon,  700. 

Cutshall,  l)r.,  023. 

II. 

Haas,  Valentine,  Cajdain,  131. 

I lacked , James  R.,  In  1 7. 

I lackeiidorn,  Dr.  Noah  I*!.,  OdO. 

Hall,  \\  illiam  Ma*  lay,  *108. 

Ilalfpeimy,  'I'lioma-  Fdward,  122.7. 

Halfpenny  A 8.»n>,  1231. 

Hamilton,  Ca])tain  John,  870. 

Hamilton,  John,  00. 

I lamhright,  John,  105». 

I Push  ha  rger,  Alexander  Samuel,  .71.1).,  Ido. 
Harsh  burger,  Dr.  Henry,  007. 

! I a mb  ha  rger,  Ahraham,  .71.  D.,  *l>d 
Hart  fra  nil,  ( **lom*l  John  F.,  213. 
lLirtlulori  Roiougli,  1307,  First  settler,  15507  ; 
creel  ion  of,  1308  ; schools,  15108  ; eh  in  ches, 
13.08  ; biographical,  15500. 

Hartley  Township  : Erection  of,  1370  ; bound- 
aries, 1.570  ; area,  12.70;  curly  settlers,  1380; 
Liuueltoii  .Mill,  L5SJ;  R.-rlin  Iron-Works, 
1382;  saw-mills,  1:583;  Laurelton,  15583  ; 
-cliools,  l : 58 1 ; free  sdnuds,  15583:  division  of 
township,  155SO  ; religious,  13S7  early  sett- 
le IV,  15588. 

Harman,  C.  C.,  M.D.,  17«L 
Harrison,  Dr.  1 min  is  C.,  1220. 
liar,  y,  C.  N\,  IM  I).,  1 
Harris,  John,  .71.  D.,  0 • I . 

Hal  ris,  Juh n,  701. 
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HanliiiK,  AIiiht 
Manly  family,  77b. 

Harvest  I lome  Hirnie,  7 Id. 

I I ayes, .l.4,n,  Sr.,  bdj. 

Hacked  family, 

Mali,  l)r.  4.  01*. 

Halo,  hr.  lOliah  \V.,  Isii. 

Kali-,  Keiibcn  .M.,  HIS. 

Male,  K lias  \V.,  1Gb. 

Hamlin,  Hr.  Hhilo..  Jilin. 

1 1 hi  ii  1 i 1 1,  James  II.,  I2IH5. 

Hamilton  family,  I » * I 
Hiinawalt,  K«  v.  .1.  Ii.,  oil. 

1 (arris,  Alexander,  i>*7. 

Harris,  John,  D»b8. 

Harlman,  Jacob,  mill. 

Hartley,  Colonel  Thomas,  III),  I • • 1 . 

I lartman  I'amily,  ln'.IT. 

Massinger,  Ih.  G.  Mdgar,  1170. 

1 (ussinger,  .) v»s«’ j>h,  I7SS. 

I lasninger,  J.  S.,  15(5*. 

I lusscnplug,  Captain  George  II.,  ‘Job  25' 
Hayes,  Hr.  W illiam,  122*. 

IlayoH  family,  I J 17. 

Hayes,  Alfred,  12u7. 

Heading,  Hr  James  (!.,  bus. 

Heim,  It.  v.  John  \V  illiam,  '.*77. 

I I end  i,  ( Ihrislian,  I'b'.i. 

1 1 mil'll,  N idiolas,  lb  I I. 

1 1 end  i,  George,  H>2l. 

Honcli,  Samuel,  b*7. 

Ileneh,  John,  777. 

I lemlei  x)ii,  W illiam,  s J 1 . 

I leiulriek,  Captain  Win.,  SS. 
Ilellonstine  A Hry,  807. 

Henderson,  Hr.  Joseph,  -1 7 • 

Hepburn,  Samuel,  Judge,  lisl,  DOS. 
Herman,  Hr.  Hereival,  1 lob. 

Hetriek,  Christian,  1217. 

Hickman,  an  Indian,  775. 

Hill,  David  J.,  kb. D.,  12*7. 

II  ill,  1205. 

Hill,  George,  1 471-1  17b. 
llimnnlreieh,  Deo.  W.,  170b. 

Holla,  Cyrus,  1TJ.S. 
llull'maii,  ( Icorgc  S.,  771 . 

Hogg's  family,  7'Jb. 

1 1 ol  man,  .Michael  Ik,  1 1 1'J. 

I InuseAverlh.  11.  I ’.,  I i::S. 

Hom  y Drove,  712. 

Hoover,  Dr.  Lewis,  ITS. 

Hoover,  Dr.  George,  4Sii. 

Hooke,  Dr.  Ik  F.,  1)2-1 . 

Hope,  Jimmie,  the  burglar,  10*2. 
Horn’s  Fort,  l";.. 

Horning,  John,  SIS;  died  at  the  ag 
hundfed  and  twenty  years. 

Horning,  I >i . Lewis,  ITS. 

Ilosterman,  Colonel,  107. 
lloltenslein,  Dr.  Isaac,  M I I. 
Iloltenshin,  Dr.  II.  I'.,  I I lb. 

Houston,  Dr.  John,  122b. 

Houston,  s .m.,  7bl . 
lbmsow  crib,  William  IT,  I 112. 

Mower,  i ‘Ii aides,  I 175. 

Howe  Township:  boundaries,  Ilb2; 
land,  o\\  ners,  1102;  I urn  pike,  1 1 it.  ; 
1 lbJ  ; ehurchesi,  1 1 ti  l. 

11  udsoii,  Hr.,  bl»5. 

Huliugs,  Marcus  and  family,  llbb. 

1 1 ulings,  I >avid  W.,  D57. 

H ulinp . family,  Dibs. 

I loll,  F.-rt.,  lob 

llnrlbiil,  Charles  S , M.D  , 4*8. 
Iliilinpm,  Tliunia  !M  a reus  Colonel,  27'. 

I I ummol,  Jacob,  I |07. 


of  one 


.a  igillill 
selu  « 'I 


k 171 


immiel,  Jacob  Captain,  L50. 
inner,  Samuel  i 'olomd,  lo5 
u liter,  i Diaries,  7k'. 
ii  Ion,  I Ion.  ( /'harli'H,  1(57. 
iltelieMin,  Uev.  John,  .71  I,  Toil,  717. 
yalt,  Hr.  D.  F.,  1270. 
ckeshill'g,  IO|0. 

•lies  family,  lo  1 1 . 

•Ices,  Dr.  S.  Ik,  III 8. 
ekes,  Dr.  Jonas,  O’. i*. 
ekes,  Dr.  Joseph  D.  Ik,  02b. 
unis,  Francis,  J r.,  70*. 
unis  family  (rap l i vity),  7S7. 
iisiiraiice  Company,  Horry  County  Muhin’ 
Fire,  002. 


nterior,  early  glimpses  of  the,  2.7. 
ron  Furnaces  and  Forges:  Freedom  Forge, 
7 1 s ; Freedom  Iron-Works,  .018;  Freedom 
Inm  and  Steel  Company,  510;  Logan  Steel 
and  Iron  Company,  710;  Standard  Slee) 
( Company,  .5  10. 

I ion  and  Steel  Manufacture  ; early,  7 IS;  rapa- 
city of  furnaces,  7 ID  ; the  De.sseinrr  prorcs.,, 
010. 


I on  ores,  7. 


ron- Works,  Duncan  non,  1<>72. 

i vine,  l 'oloUfil  Wili.nn  II.,  170. 

i v i lie  family,  J07i». 

r vv  in,  ( 7 do  lie  1 James,  1 22. 

i win,  I )r.  John,  0 1 7. 

i v ine,  Mason,  b00. 

rvvin,  I >r.  John,  (105. 

rvv  in,  William,  l.'JLk 

rvv  in  ( .eiierul  William,  I >2,  171. 

i vine,  .71  rs.  Jane,  (ISO. 

rvvin,  William,  l2o|. 

rvvin,  Christopher,  78b. 

ndians,  2b  ; Jesuit  relations  of  TG50,  20  ; Capt. 
John  Smith,  2b;  Daniel  Cook  in,  27  ; a paper 
map,  27;  Champlain’s  expedition,  27;  M<- 
p)ieii  lhulc,  27  ; Captain  Henry  Fleet,  2*; 
Visselier’s  map,  2s  ; Fliinlngcnet  pamplihd, 
2S  ; Van  (h  r Douk  history,  28;  Augustine 
I lei  man  map,  2*;  the  Mark  M impels,  20  ; 
Ii  re-arms,  _o  ; tin.-  I ro.ijilois,  20  ; the  Juniata 
tiihc,  ill);  Oiiojul/a- llo'j(it  Hi  . Heekevvelder, 
missionary,  .">2  ; Standing  Hock,  82;  Com  ad 
Weiser,  72  ; Tuseaioias,  .‘H  ; David  (Jusiek, 
."I,  1 1 a riot  \s  Vi  rg  i 1 1 ia , 77  ; Lawson,  7b;  mas- 
saere  1711,2b;  Tuxarora  war,  77;  wampum, 
::s  ; Governor  Heim,  7*  ; the  Five  Nations, 


I 


ISO ; Covcrnor  Spollsvvood,  -10;  Fieilerick 
Kidder,  41;  Governor  Unmet,  II;  Fort  Du-  I 
ipiesne,  Id;  Colonel  , lames  Ihird,  Id;  in  ! 
Hevolutioimry  War,  II;  t ho  trailers,  45  ; l.e  ! 
Toi  l,  lb  ; ShicUalamy,  lb. ; Logan,  Hie  Mingo  j 
chief,  -17;  Carondowunna,  -IS;  Jones’  Ill's-  | 
lory  of  Juniata  Valley,  10;  Hetcr  ('heaver, 
50;  Mauawky liickon,  51;  location  while 
men,  51  ; land  purchase,  5-1  ; treaty  1740,  5.)  ; 
the  endless  hill,  55;  sipiattcrs,  77;  W illiam 
White  massacre,  5b;  Simon  Dirty,  7b  ; See- 
relary  Deters,  7b  ; William  Mown,  57;  Mar- 
cus Huliugs  77;  treaty  1771,  77;  In- 
dian hostility,  7s  ; Governor  ftlor  is,  i 
John  Harris  letter,  51),  b.7  ; Andrew  Ain  dour, 
i.ii;  Marie  l.e  Hoy  and  Ikirbara  I .eininger,  bli ; 


Colonel  Alener,  hi;  massacre  in  177b,  C.7;  j 
Hugh  M iti  lu  ltree,  05;  letter  from  Carlisle, 
i.ii ; Gordon's  History  of  Pennsylvania,  0b; 

/ \ -iuisiiI i'ii niti  < in  <(/•■,  (.7,  bl  1,  7b;  froiil  iii  j 
fills,  liY  ; Fori  Granville,  1 .7 ; Henjamin 
Frank  lin,  * • . Fori  Aiien-la,  ns  ; Snmml 
.Miles,  i,S;  C il  Higlinni,  OH;  John  Gray's 
family,  O'.i  ; I’ninfiel  Da-lle,  do  ; Hal  lei. muis  . 
loll,  1.0  Holierl  Uobison,  70,  71  ; Hugh  1 


1 . . 1 ■ ruction  of  Foil  Dial 

71;  IVI.  r W alkei , 72  ; John  A 1 111.nl long,  7d  : 
abandonment  of  the  sett leim  i.i 77  ; Ann- 
si  l ong’s  expedition,  7d  ; Hriin's  ( in  k ma»- 
sane,  5S;  s » mnl  period  ol  Indian  War,  71  : 
the  great  runaway , 78 ; the  mw  purchase, 
78 ; treaty  document,  70,  Uev.  Cliaihn 
Ueatty  journal,  70;  massacres  in  1777,  Ifb: 
Wyoming  massacre  in  177*,  107;  Colonel 
Hartley  expedition,  III);  fall  of  Foil  1 lec- 
Li ml.  111;  JJnerick  family,  117;  Indian 
paths,  115  117;  raids,  > 7d  77b ; mound  and 
loll,  700. 

.r. 

Jackson  tovvimh ip,  Horry  County : election  ol, 
00b  ; boundaries,  Dob ; early  settlers,  000- 
ll)u:j;  Hlaiu  boiougli,  loud  ; churehes,  luo.'- 
loi >7  ; early  schools,  1007. 

Jackson  tow  nship,  Snyder  County,  17(10;  elec- 
tion of,  15(50;  K ral/.ei  v ille,  1770;  Lutheran 
and  Heloliued  Chun  Ii,  1570;  posl-olliee, 

I .70;  ( nion  Chun  h,  1571  ; I Ivang.  lieul 
Association,  1571  ; mills,  1571  ; justices  of 
(In-  piaee,  1572;  ednc.il iolial,  1772. 

.I.n  k.son,  W illiam  W.,  lobb. 

J allien,  Charles  Howland,  122.7. 

.I.n  ol/.n,  George,  Jr.,  (i*0. 

Jenkins  family,  1 7)2. 

Jesuit,  relations  of,  2b,  1(550. 

Jones,  W illiam,  121*. 

Johnston,  Alexander,  007. 

Johnston,  Uev.  James,  577. 

Johnstown,  7s7. 

.Ldmson,  I >r.  A . It.,  02s. 

.lolinsoii,  Hr.  Alexander,  178. 

.LJinsoii,  Hr.  !!.  M.,  100. 

Jolmsuii,  George,  00  I . 

Johnson,  Dr.  T.  L.,  021 . 

Joyce,  Dr.  William,  1227. 

Juniata  County  : erection  of,  Gbl  ; location  of 
county-seal,  (Hid;  erection  of  county-seat, 
(5bd  ; civil  list  of,  15(57  ; progress  of  first  settle- 
ment, bf»7  ; the  region  in  1777,  l'itliian's 
journal,  bb* ; first  appearance  of  geograplii- 
cal  names  011  the  tu\-li>ls,  (»7(J  ; facts  and 
oddities  from  the  tax-lists,  U72  ; election  dis- 
tricts and  elections,  bTb  : negro  slavery  ami 
servitude,  1177;  heueh  and  bar,  bV'J-bOO ; 
medical  history,  non-iiou;  Juniata  County 
Agrieiill.ural  Society,  (500 ; Uivei>ide  Hark 
and  \grieult lira)  Society  , <100  ; granges,  Ton  ; 
Veterans1  ltcunion  Association,  7U0. 

Juniata  County:  lloroiigh  of  Milllintovvii 

7<  * I -727  : Lack  township,  727-711  ; Tusca- 
rora  township,  741-710;  .Milford  township, 
710-774;  Turbot  I township,  777-7*1  ; lteale 
township,  7*1-701  ; Spruce  Hill  township, 
701-Sol  ; Hol  t Uoyal  borough  (Herrysville), 
801-805  ; Hattersoii  borough,  805— *0*  ; Fer- 
managh tow  nship,  8DS-872  ; Fayette  tow  n- 
ship, 8 12-Slb  ; Walker  township,  *l(5-8b7  ; 
Delaware  to\vn>hip,  *b.7-*7  l ; borough  of 
Tlioiupsoiitow 'ii,  *74-*7‘J  ; Alouroe  township, 
870- *87 ; Greenwood  tovviishi|i,  **7-801 
Susipieliainm  township,  *0l-*04. 

Juniata  township:  Area,  limb  ; mills  in  1707, 
1007  ; land-owners  in  17**,  loi»7  ; asses>meiit 
of  1*20,  l0U7  ; inhabitants  of  iliMim  lioii, 
1000;  Al arkelsvi lie,  1100  ; Markelsville 
Academy,  I I'll  ; churches,  ll>»2;  society , 
D.  A.  Ik,  I DH  ; biographical,  I DM 
Juuiala  ( oiiuly  geuloj-y  , la  20. 

.Imikin,  lien jauiiu  I .,  ' v:,  Dun 
J 11 1 1 kin.  J.  IT,  ol  I. 

Kaiiovvel,  Dr.  J.  F.,  I 157. 

I\ ;« 11  lliuii li  family , *27. 
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Kelly  township : Agriculture,  L'.iO;  early  m-I-  | 
Hits,  ldd(>  ; .ShiUel limy's  Home,  |:.  :l  ; We-i 
Milton  or  Datesman’s,  KU5 ; schools,  LMD  ; I 
eliiii' 'lies,  |:j::T  ; biographical,  IT’S. 

Kelly  villa,  village  of,  52 li. 

Kelly,  I » r.  Ja urns,  < »1M». 

K.  lly,  Hi.  (i'.il. 

Kelly,  !Major  .lolm,  '.<7,  MU. 

K also,  ( ha rlos  W . , 0S5. 

Kennedy,  I >r.  John,  1220. 

KeinMe,  hr.  Heorgc  S. , 1220. 

Kepler  family,  87 1. 

Keyslone,  IlMil. 

Kepncr,  John,  777. 

K leek liel’,  hr.  Sarah,  12  21. 

K lerkner,  I >r.  James,  | j ;| . 

Kleckner,  Jolm,  I.;;.:.. 

Kleeknei,  havid,  1201. 

K nights  of  Pythias  : Lewistown  Lodge,  No. 

255,  52£ i ; Jnniala  Lodge,  No.  ‘J7 < >,  525  ; Co- 
eolamus  Lodge,  No.  2U7,  725  ; BuHiler  Lodge, 
No.  201),  of  Marysville,  ] i n ; Yanllehiirg 
Lodge,  No.  2SS,  of  hnncannoii,  M»s|. 

K night,  Janus  N.,  I Ids. 

Killing  of  Mrs.  Wilson  by  Indians,  lull. 

K im  aid,  John,  121  I. 

K ing,  Joseph,  (id  I. 

J\ insloe,  hr.  Lemuel,  C>'.)5. 

K insloe,  Hubert  M . , .Mm. 

Kirk,  l)r.  Juscpli  I'.,  li'iii. 

Kirk,  William,  722. 

Kirkpatrick  family,  1071. 

K irk patriek,  Kicha.nl,  s I'.i. 

K irkpatrick,  Kichard,  I I ID. 

Kishaeoipiillas  Mutual  Lire  Insurance  Com- 
pi'iiy,  «'-2S. 

K istler,  havid,  I OL,  1 . 

K istler, , I'll  I. 

Kliiieymmg,  l)r.  Frederick,  D2I. 

King,  J)r.,  H22. 

Kohler,  Ik  Kush,  .M.D.,  •I'll. 

Kohler,  L.  S.,  M.  I).,  -I'SS. 

Kleiner,  lion,  (Jeorgo,  Idol,  1500. 

Kyle,  ( ! raw  ford,  01  1 . 

L. 

Lack  Township,  erection,  -1-1 727  ; assessment 
in  17‘>d,  72*  ; 1 707,  720  ; county  and  town- 
ship lines,  721  ; taxable  industries,  72i  ; 
early  settlers,  722  ; Peru  Mills,  7-i._»  ; public 
schools,  7: ill  ; Lack  post -ollicc,  727  ; an  old 
Presbyterian  Church,  7 )7;  Waterloo,  7-‘.7  ; 

I thick  Log,  7:17  ; Tu.scarora  Sleeping  Place, 
728  ; biographical,  7L.S,  711. 

Lai rd,  \\  i 1 1 ia in  W .,  ID''. 

Laird,  Dr.  Jolm,  017,  020. 

LalTerty,  Alexander,  70l . 

Land  sale  by  Indians  in  1751,  57. 

Landisburg  Infantry  Company  in  Is12,  128. 

I.aun  lion  \ illage,  12S2. 

Landisburg  Borough,  laid  out,  080  ; taverns, 
‘.isl  ; owners  of  lots  in  1812,  0X2;  as  a counly- 
seat  ,0S2  ; lodges,  !'8l  ; lire  companies,  '.Is  I ; 
schools,  US  I ; Mount  Dempsey  Academy,  08-1  ; 
churches,  0X1,  '.ISA  ; societies,  US.'*;  popula- 
tion, '.>85. 

Larabee,  hr.  John,  1220. 

Lauver,  Michael,  ssl. 

Lcbo,  1157. 

Lecbner,  hr.  Henry  A.,  II  ID 

I ,ele\  re,  hr.  Isaac,  02  1 

Lei:-bl,  hr.  T.  A.,  I I ID. 

Lee,  Major,  killed,  I Add. 

Lee's  inn*- -acre,  I '.22. 

I ej-er,  hr.  William,  I 228. 

Lei  ter,  Andrew  A.,  I2<>7. 

Lepb'.V , James,  I I '.I'd. 


Lewis  Township,  Id'd'd  ; erection  of,  1200; 
streams,  11(1(1;  description  of,  lino;  early 
surveys  and  location,  Moo-Mol  ; Indian  in- 
cidenl,  1102;  mills,  1102;  Jolm  Kay,  Mod; 
Philip  Kulil,  llol;  Peter  KauUmaii,  Mol; 
Orwig  family,  1 111  I ; kumiss  family,  Mill; 
Mciicli  family,  Mo.*;  Ilower  family,  1105  J 
Itei.-ib  family,  1105;  'I  1 1 < - Kay  (dmreb,  1105; 
The  Lnl  Ini  an  ( bun  h,  MOD;  The  Bel'ormcd 
< 'hurt  li,  I I oD  ; schools,  1 lor. ; Milluioiil,  l-loO. 

Lewis,  Kllis,  I LS'd. 

Lewislmrgb  Bridge,  1255. 

Lowisburgh  foundry,  PdDS. 

Lewisbuigb  pinning  mills,  IdD'd. 

Lewistown  and  Tuscarora  Bridge  Co.,  507. 

Less  istow'n  Academy',  511. 

Lew  i.shiiigb  Borough,  1220  ; early  limp  of  Lew- 
isburgb,  12  l(l ; Ludwig  hen  , 1210;  early 
settlers,  Idl'd;  schools,  1252;  postmasters, 

1 2 Vi  ; Board  of  Trade,  1255  ; Lewisbuigb 
Bridge,  1 25a  ; Cross-Cut  Canal,  1250;  incur* 
poi'alioii  of  (lie  borough,  1257  ; Imrgess,  1257  ; 
lire  department,  I25S  ; ga.s  company,  125'.); 
water  company,  1250  ; bank,  1201)  ; the  press, 
12DI  ; lodges,  1207;  mauufaetiircs,  PdDS; 
military',  1270;  churches,  1271  ; schools, 
1281  ; uni  vei  sity,  1 2.X I ; biographical,  P2s0  ; 
cemetery,  IdSS. 

Lewistown  Borough  ; local  ion  of  county -scab 
•I J»d  ; lot  owners  in  1702,  -lo-l ; erection  of  bor- 
ough, 105  ; presidents  and  burgesses,  -lo5  ; 
market  lioiise  and  town  hall,  -107  ; lire  de- 
partment, I '.*7- ins  ; police  department,  *108  ; 
business  interests,  l‘.iS-502  ; water-works, 
50d  -5i »|  ; hanking,  50 1-505  ; taverns  and  lin- 
tels, 5o5-5u()  ; bridges,  500  ; newspapers,  5» »7— 
510;  schools,  510;  libraries,  512;  churches, 
512-521;  lodges  and  societies,  52-1  ; Milllin 
County  Fair  Assix-ial ion,  520;  biographical, 

Liberty  Valley,  7-Id. 

Liberty  Hall,  I IdL 

Liggett,  Marlin  L.,  Old. 

Lightner  family,  IMS. 

Lil'ley ville,  05 S. 

Limestone,  7. 

Lincoln,  it.  \ . 1*.,  1200. 

Lincoln  family,  Li'.il. 
y Linn,  Dr.  \ ndrew  P.,  ITS. 

Linn,  liov.  John,  102'*. 

Linn,  John  Blair,  1215. 1 

Linn,  .James  Merrill,  1210. ' 

Linn,  James  I’.,  120'J. 

Limestone  township,  1115;  erection  of,  1115- 
1110;  early  surveys,  HID;  assessment  of, 
1775,  1117;  Barln-i  family,  1117;  Captain 
John  Clarke,  111'.);  extract  from  Flavel 
Bonn's  Journal,  Ills;  letter  of  Clov.  Snyder 
toHcm  ge  Kremer,  I 11!)  ; early  settlers,  1 ll'.i  ; 
Daniel  Lewis,  111'.);  Indian  incident,  1120- 
1120  a.;  Christian  Shively,  1T2'»;  Ball/.er 
Klinesmilh,  1120a.  ; Mom-s  Van  ('ampeii, 
11201*.;  petition  of  lldward  Tale,  1 ■120b.  ; 
Chambers  family,  l ldtib.  ; Sanders  family  , 
ll2oe.  ; Khakner  family,  1120c.,  See  ho  Id 
family,  Pl20c.  ; Pi-llmau  family,  1 I20d.  ; 
Mitelo-ll's  upper  mill,  I 1 2nd  ; schools,  I I20d. 
Churches:  hunkard  and  I angelical,  l-12iii|. 

Liverpool,  Township,  area,  11 10;  early  settlers, 

I I III  ; churches,  Mil;  schools,  I I I I ; bio- 
graphical, INI. 

Liverpool  Borough,  laying’  out  of  borough,  Mil. 
early  set  1 1*  is,  1115,  postiinc-ters,  HID;  foun- 
dries, MID;  tanneries,  I I ID  ; schools,  HID; 
church.  •,  1117;  newspapers,  1117;  Cn-lholic 
lemeleiy,  IMS;  biographical,  1 1 P.1,  1121. 


Lockpoll,  .'.till. 

Logan,  Kev.  \S  illiam,  x.'»k 

Logan  fami ly,  Mils. 

Logan,  \ illage  of,  5dD. 

Long,  Cook.--. n,  Colonel,  lo.5. 

Long,  Arthur  Ik,  52D. 

Long,  J)r.  Fredcriek,  00 0. 

Long,  Ik  C , Slid. 

Loomis,  Justin  Kolph,  L.I.  h.,  12m-. 

Loudon,  A iiliihalil,  1 1 07. 

L..W1I011,  John,  Captain.  80,  12.50, 

Loy,  family,  !M7,  1012. 

Loys>  ille  Orphan  Home,  !)7o. 

Loys\  ille,  ‘.'75. 

Lot/,  Dr.  Joseph  It.,  1222. 

l.otz,  Dr.  (Jeorge,  I2dd. 

Ludwig,  Dr.  \\  illiam  II.,  122*. 

Lukens  family,  852. 

Lupfer,  ( 'asper,  X'.)7. 

Lupfer,  Wilson,  '.il  I 

Lupfer  family  , 1087. 

Lyle,  Dr.  J.  W.,  I'.il. 

Lyon,  Janu-s,  017. 

Lyons  family,  7D0. 

Lyeoii,  John,  X5d. 

Lyons,  .Jeremiah,  OSS. 

31. 

Maclay,  lion.  Samuel,  12!M. 

Mael  arlainl,  Janies,  HOD. 

Maclay,  William,  Till. 

.Maclay,  Samuel,  Jr.,  M.D.,  182. 

Madison  township:  erection  of,  1008  ; boun- 
daries, loot);.  Centre,  loo!);  Cisna’s  Kuu, 
1010;  A ndorsoiibm*g,  1010;  Bi\ler,  IClO; 
K istler,  lol  I ; Farly  selth-menls.  loll  ; Mas- 
sacre of  the  Woolcmnber  family,  lol2  ; 
Churches,  1025-28;  Schools,  1028. 

Magee,  1 1 oil.  John  A.,  !»D1. 

.Mahon,  Dr.  J>avid  !>.,  IsD. 

Malmn,  Dr.  J.  T.,  i>7. 

Mann’s  Axe- factory,  Dd!i. 

Mannsville,  loiio. 

M a nay  link,  587. 

Maurs,  Charles,  1200. 

Map,  First,  2D. 

Marysville  borough  : incorporation  of,  llidd  ; 
Churches,  10DI  ; Schools,  1()D5  ; Societies, 
1 ( H *5  ; Sliail  Fisheries,  1(»D5  ; Pi-rry  l orgc, 
KIDD  ; Biographical,  10DD. 

Man*,  Frank  Spencer,  P22d. 

Market,  Alfred  Miller,  Mi  l. 

.Marks,  Charles  S..  171. 

Marks,  John  I.,  M.D.,  1ST. 

.Markel ville,  lino. 

Masonic  Organizations : No.  08  of  Milllin, 
52 1 ; Lewistown  Lodge,  No.  2nd,  524  ; Lewis- 
town  Chapter,  No.  180,  525;  McYeytown 
Lodge,  No.  dTD,  012  ; Fuion  Lodge,  No.  d2l, 
of  M illlintown,  721;  Jackson  Lodge,  721; 
Lewistown  Lodge,  No.  2(»d,  7 2-1  : I'nion 

Lodge,  No.  d2l,  M illlintown,  721;  Lamhor- 
lon  Lodge,  of  Thompsoiitown,  No.  d7I,  878  ; 
Adams  Lodge,  No.  dill,  057;  (k.ldt-n  Kill. 
Lodge,  l.andishurg,  No.  20S,  DM  I ; Perry 
Lodge,  No.  15s,  of  Marysville,  1005;  New- 
port Lodge,  No.  dsl,  1120;  N.  w 'port  Chapter, 
No.  2:1s,  1 12 D ; Charily  Lodge,  No.  M l,  of 
Lew  isburgh,  12D7. 

Massaen*  of  Wooleomhcr  family,  lopj. 

Mars,  Dr.  A.  \N  .,  ISD. 

Miimiii,  John,  1)2'.). 

iM  a I hers,  John  1 1 DS7. 

Mather,  .lames,  Fs.p,  Ds.l. 

Mastodon,  in  Juniata  County,  7‘JI. 

Mi  A fee,  John,  770. 
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IHcAI<M)tcnvii,  77i;. 

McAllinlur,  J.  'JH.  K 
M.:A  lintrr  lamily,  h.'l  f , ^ 

Mi'AIMiTvjlfi-,  H'lii. 

Mi  A lister,  in.  Oliver  II.,  017/ 

.'Mi  l 1 idc  liiiuil v,  lohG. 

M.Cluiv,  Airs.  .lean,  I j. . J. 

AlcClinloek,  .lulu.  I.’,,  ill  Hi. 

Mel  ’o^hVille,  ",  111. 

Aid  'lure  family,  DOG 
M.  ('hue,  linn.  .1  * *se |'li  IM .,  r..v.» 

.McCoy,  John,  GIG. 

IM.  ( only,  Thomas,  GDI. 

Aid ' 1 1 1 1 o 1 1 g h , i > 1 . Juli  n,  GD2. 

.Mi  l 'lure,  .lolm,  '.»s  I 
Aid 'lean,  Rev.  0.  (>.,  21.7. 

McClmv,  Hun.  Alev  Kelly,  GS7,  loll,  102H. 
.Mel  Medan  family,  7 .Ml.  >- 
Met \>y,  Tlmmib  J<\,  I7o. 

Mel  'on in* 1 1 family,  MM). 

Aid 'rum,  ll.  nry,  Till . 

MeCuy,  Heneral  Thomas  I’.,  I I I,  171. 

Mm  'hillock  family,  DHG. 

M e \ il  I , Captain  Robert,  I'.iiJ  (nolej. 

Mei  'lung,  John,  1212. 

Ald.Mcnuhau,  Lieutenant  Hiram,  lush. 
.MeHunaM,  Julm,  74s. 

Mo  Howell,  JamoH  Al 407. 

All  Howell,  John,  u71. 

M cl  >owel I,  Samm  l,  G67. 

Ale  Donald,  Samuel  Ha  vies,  1 11'.',, 

AH  Kwen.  Major  William,  lush. 

Me l-'addciis, , Gin. 

AIcHcchau,  .John  L.,  OS!). 

.Melnlire,  ('hurled  J.  T.,  !il_, 

M.  Kit,  John  A.,  171. 

IMt  Kennan,  I’alriek,  IMp,  702. 

.McKee,  Andrew,  H 17- 
MeKee,  Thomas,  22. 

AIcKoc,  Robert.  712. 

MeKee,  Hugh,  (ils. 

Ale  Kan, ah li n,  Hr.  Thomas,  I22D. 

AlcLaughlin,  Mic  hael,  172. 

Mr  Morris,  Hr.  Nohle,  1121. 

Me.Meen,  Kuherl,  OSS,  622. 

Me  Neil,  hr.  J.  (.'•.,  1221). 

AleNitt,  Kuherl,  720. 

Mc  Namara,  James  I llio. 

Me  Nil  I,  I ienlenani  Robert  J.,  Ipsb. 

Ale  IMierran,  Uror.ge  \\  .,  GSN. 

MeNVylown,  borough  of:  sellleinenl,  MOD; 

earh  'i  lllers,  I »()()— lii l7  ; bridges,  ii(»7  ; post 
olliee,  (i(i7  ; incorporation,  Go7  ; liur^csi,  (ios  ; 
j list  ire  uf  the  peace,  (JOS  ; churches,  UiiS-l'.IU  ; 
schools,  G 1 o ; newspapers,  (ill;  AJooru,  Mc- 
Williams A Co.’s  JJunk,  Gil;  biographical, 
Gil  ; social  ies,  GI2. 

AleYcy , John,  GDI. 

.Mealoy,  Hr.  Samuel,  1H7. 

Means,  Kuherl,  212. 

Means,  Koherl  Anderson,  MG. 

Marshall,  Juntos,  1 Id  1. 

Alcchauicsburg,  77G. 

AleehanirHville,  G27. 

.Medical  profession,  Hit;  c hapter  on,  171  ll)2. 
Medical  Sociel irs  of  A1  illlin  ( 'cainty,  IDI  IU2 
Alcdical  Society  of  Juniata  County,  Glio-iIDD. 
.Medical  Society  of  l'erry  County,  010-071. 
.Medical  Society  of  Union  County,  1220-1224. 
.Medical  Sociel  y of  Snyder  ( 'ouuly,  I l II. 

M oiler,  1 1 ar\ey,  K.,  I 1 12. 

Alelclmr  family,  in  Is. 

.Members  of  Assembly  from  Union  and  Juniata 
( 'on n l ies,  Glia. 

Members  ol  Stale  Senate  Irmu  Juniata  ('ouuly, 
GGG. 


Members  of  Congress  from  Juniata  County, 
Glia. 

Members  of  An.sompJy  from  Juuiutu  County, 

Glia. 

I M en nujiiir,  near  Uasl  Salem,  #74. 

' Aleiiieli,  In.  Marlin  U.,  1222. 

Meinionih  . uf  Mun rue  luwiirdiin,  M2. 

Men  no  I'uwnship  erection  ol,  022;  early 
sell  lei's,  024  ; school,-,,  020  ; A llc-ii  ville,  GUG  ; 
W hile  Hall,  027  ; biographical,  028. 

Merrill,  James,  I2M. 

Men  ill,  Charles,  121  I. 

M.n  ill,  Charles,  I 1 11. 

Mel  /.,  Jacob  K .,  |s5,  l.Mi. 

M ibhell  family,  I 120. 

.Mcdtlen,  Samuel,  #07. 

Mel  lien,  Alexamler,  #07. 

Mexico,  SGI. 

.Mexican  War:  The  Juniata  Hoards,  122;  tin 
Wayne  Hoards  122,  III);  I lie  Kerry  Could,) 
Company,  122  ; Ihe  Washington  Hoards,  122  ; 
Lewistuwn  Hoards,  122;  Lewistuwn  Artil- 
leries, 122;  Hosier  uf  Irwin's  company,  121  ; 
dillieiilly  between  Irwin  and  Alerrick,  IM  ; 
first  battle  Irwin’s  command,  122  ; sickness  uf 
soldiers,  I2G  ; an  ollieer’s  diary,  120-12#  ; 
hanging  of  deserters,  121);  battle  of  .Moiiuo 
del  Key,  lid;  ensile  of  Chapullcpce  taken, 
I In  ; Sc  ull’s  mil ry  into  the  city  of  Mexico, 
III);  Lieutenant  T.  U.  Ale  I Joy,  112;  return 
uf  Lewistuwn  Company,  I 12;  speech  of  Alt 
Coy,  112  ; sur\  ivors  at  the  present  time,  111, 
sketches  of  Henerals  Irwin  and  AleCoy,  111  ; 
Soldiers  from  Kerry  County,  12L  : Landis- 
burgh  Hoards  and  New  JJlooiulield  Light 
I n lan try,  l.M. 

Mc\  lert,  Hr.  Asa  K.  122‘J. 

.Myers,  Hr.  Seth  U , 01)7, 

Soldiers  from  Union  County,  1.71. 

Michau.x,  father  and  sou,  loss. 

Middle  Creek  lownship,  1721  ; erection  of, 
1721;  Indian  narratives,  1222;  pioiieers- 
1222;  early  inhabitants,  1222;  early  in, 
dnslries,  1 27(1 ; K reamer,  122(1;  Sei bur’s 
Church,  I77il;  Lnllcy’s  Church,  1227;  edu- 
cational, 1277. 

Middlebtirg  borough,  HDD;  laid  out,  1 loo ; 
settlers  in  1 si )2 , I 11)0;  first  postmaster  in, 

I Ido  ; incorporation  uf,  I I DO  ; newspapers: 

I Ulliti  J rciiiiily  1 4 do  ; Tnl'iutr,  1 IDO  ; J/2/d/e- 
bnr.j  141)0;  Silin', s Ururc  Turns,  111)0; 

I ires,  II  DO  ; inhahilanls  uf,  in  1 S I I and 
laic  i , I ID  l , Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church, 
11 D 1 ; Uniled  brethren,  11D2;  Kvangelieal 
Association,  1 ID2;  schools,  1KJ2  ; societies, 

1 1U2  ; bands,  14'.  12. 

.M iddleswarth,  Nor,  Captain,  122,  1217. 

M iddleswarth,  Abram  K.,  1717. 

A1  illlinbnrg,  602. 

Al  illliuburg  Academy,  12»i7. 

M illlin  bridge,  7l)7. 

Alilllintown  borough:  Settlement  of  locality, 
70l  ; Alexander  Lallerly,  701  ; Williapi  Ala- 
clay,  701  ; John  Harris,  7ol  ; growth  of  the 
town,  7 < )2  ; incorporation,  7()2  ; burgess, 
7o7  ; roads,  ferries  and  bridges,  70G  ; post- 
ollices  and  post  mast  el's,  7l)D;  hotels,  70D ; 
schools,  7 lo  ; churches,  712-720  ; cemeteries, 
720  ; lire  Companies  and  tires,  720-721  ; 
hanks,  721;  (he  press,  722-721  ; lodges,  order.- 
and  societies,  72  I 72G  ; manufac  I mvrs,  72(1; 
soldiers'  uioimmenl,  7 2D  ; terrific  slyM'in, 
72H  ; Al  illlinhm  g Lodge,  NT.  27(),  1277. 

M illlin  CuuiiIn  ; purchase;,  111);  election  of 
lown.'-hips,  I Id  ; local  ion  of  i:oiinly-s<*at,  122; 
com  I house  and  jails,  ■121-457;  poor  house, 


427;  civil-list,  457-100;  {Nipulatimi,  400; 
bench  and  bar,  ID  -171;  judges,  102-102 
172;  attorneys,  10  - 172  ; un-mcint1  judges, 
j *172  ; di^ii  icl  atloi  uc  fiom  I '»u,  172  : at  lor- 
1 1 , i . ■ 174 ; im  dieul  prof  ion,  171  ll)2 

| Tie-  Kuroiigli  •, I l.c  wisluwn,  |D2  222; 
Derry  TownMiip,  52,2  . * I ; Aiuuigh  fuwn 
ship,  521  27 ‘J  ; Way  in*  Township,  57  D hs  ; 
Ihe  Ku  i‘c  ciigli  of  Newtcm  Hamilton,  2HS 
-51)2;  Oliver  Town  hip,  2D2  0G0 ; I lie  Ror- 
oiigli  of  Ale  Vey.ow  n,  Guo-Gi:'»;  Rralloii 
Township,  012  GIG;  I nioii  Tow  u - h i p,  n|D 
G22 ; Aleiinu  Township,  1.22  G2S  ; Ihuwo 
Tow  nsl  iip,  OIJH  -Gi7  ; (i  ram  i I lo  Township,  017 
-02|;  Decal  nr  Township,  024  GGI. 

A I illlin  (Jo.  Heology,  20  21. 

Al  illliuburg:  local  ion,  1202  ; early  selthis,  12G2  ; 
incorporation,  1202;  census,  12G 2 ; business 
interests,  12G2  ; school,  12GG  ; c hun  lies, 
I2D s ; newspapers,  1274  ; boeieliesaiid  lodges, 
1272  ; banks,  1275  ; biographical,  1272. 

Al  1 1 lord  Township  : erection  of,  741);  bounda- 
ries of,  7ID;  early  setllcrs,  77i);  taxable;  in- 
dustries, 721  ; early  sol  tiers,  722  ; Licking 
(Jreek  Church,  727  ; Samuel  lloiislou,  7GI  ; 
Robe  rt  Campbe  ll  s mill,  702  ; early  land 
transfer  ; 704  ; captivity  of  Leonard  Hroii- 
inger,  70S  ; forge  on  Licking  (Jreek,  70!);  pa- 
per-mill on  Lie  king  Creek,  770  ; Juniata  Tan- 
nery, 770  ; public  schools,  770  ; biograph- 
ical, 771. 

Al  iller  Township:  locution,  1121  ; derivation  ol 
name,  1121  ; early  settlers,  1121;  Dailey’s 
Station,  1122;  churches,  1122. 

.WiHcrstuwn  borough  : curly  settlement,  1110; 
location,  1110;  assessments,  I I 10  ; manufac- 
lories  and  public  buildings,  1 1 1 1 ; hotels,  1 1 1 1 ; 
educational,  till  ; churches,  1141  ; iron-ore, 
1111  ; newspapers,  1112;  banks,  1112. 

Mill  t,  Charles,  1 1 1)1). 

Al  iller,  l)r.  David  IL,  1221. 

Miller,  I Ion.  Ueorge  1212. 

Alilh  r s,  Henry,  company  roster,  120. 

Alilh  r,  Liiocli,  I27s. 

Al  iller  and  Cady,  100. 

Ali  roy,  200. 

Alillikeii,  David  If,  Al.D.,  t)22. 

Millikeii’s,  Captain,  troop  of  horse,  121. 

Alillikeii,  John  A.,  Gss. 

Al illigan  family,  lols. 

Alim  liarl’s  Hap,  GIG. 

.Minerals,  2. 

.Missionaries,  eurl>,  22. 

Al  itched,  Da\  id,  1)42. 

Mitchell,  Colonel  John,  1120. 

Al  it  man,  J >r.  Klsic,  1 1G0. 

Al  itch  ell,  Heiieral  Williiim  Halbrailh,  1G2. 

Mitchell,  George  Vance,  AI.l).,  462. 

Alii,  lu  ll,  Al.  T.,  AI  D.,  lvsG. 

Al ilchcll,  Samuel,  622. 

Al  itched,  1 >r.  Heurge,  D2G. 

ALihantango  Township,  1217;  ureclioii  ol, 
12 17  ; inhabitants  of,  1247  ; abandonment  of, 
1216. 

Mohn,  Dr.,  1222. 

.Mobil,  Dr.  ( ’al\  in  ( '.,  1 222. 

Malicli,  Solomon,  1 1 ;7. 

At  on  roc  Township,  1270;  erection  of,  1270; 
blue  Hill,  1277  ; John  jA|ason,  1277  ; old 
taverns,  1277  ; ishauiokiu  Dam,  1276 
Alellmdisl  Lpisiopnl  Chuivli,  1276;  M.  Mat- 
thew l.ulheran  Cliun  h,  I »7'J  ; schools,  17711; 
old  ferry,  I »7t)  ; jiihlices  oPthe  peace,  I.7SU. 

Alonlelius,  John,  I ID.;. 

Alonlgoinery’s  Kerry,  MIL 

Aloutoiir,  A lull  « w , n.  |. 
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Monroe  Township  : I •<  >i  1 1 it  la  i i<  -s,  S7D  ; early  J 

s.-lllors,  S7D  ; < hurrlm.-,  NS:t  ; schools,  ssl;  | 
Kfl  ll  lii-lil,  S.'  I , rlimvIi.M  Olid  MM-irl  I.  -ft,  SN  i , | 

Mxiiii.l  il.-,  .ss.-p. 

!M ( 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ ' 1 1 1 , Sohlici  .*2,  >'l  INI  illliuluss  ii,  i !•>. 

Mool‘0,  William  «•  I I 

Mooiv,  Mi  Williams  A ' 'u.,  dl  I . 

M omv,  I h . S; 1 1 1 1 1 1 « 1 1 A , , l'.’-. 

Mmi  inn,  \\  i 1 1 i ■ 1 1 1 1 A , " 1 

>|  in  ■ is, ,n  . 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 . Mil,  H, 

Mi.riimiT.  I1' i iiiil- , - 1 

Mull  I I I la  l ill,  I • -I  II  | III  III  I'-l'-l  , I ■ . , 1.1' 

Mun  is,  hr.  Thomas  ( 1, . ■» I n,  D2>. 

Morgan,  John  I!.,  12.  is. 

Mui/.'  i , Marlin,  I 022. 

Mould  Pleasaiil,  Slil. 

Muimlai ii,  « > i ig'iu,  I * 17. 

Moyer,  .lull n tiuslavii',  l-isl.  -v. 

M min i ia , John,  I2"l. 

Mum  v,  Furt,  I "5. 

M urpliy,  hr.  W ork,  (1d.». 

M urphy  , Thomas,  7 I". 

M array , hr.  A.  A.,  b'."l. 

.Muss,  r,  . I osepl i . 122". 

Myers,  I..  V,  I I *'.'. 

.M yriri,  Dr.  .lull li  II.,  I hi". 

Nail -Murks,  Lewidm. ll,  I2UD. 

Nell,  h-me  Ik,  M.D.,  l>7. 

Nipple,  Dr.  h.,  ll"). 

Norloii  A Selheiim  r,  722 . 

Null  Ii,  Mrs.  Jam-  II.,  722. 

Nelson  family , S 17- 

Ne\v  < .«  i inanlow  n,  DD2. 

Neihun  lanhly,  loS;7. 

New  luii,  hr.,  1222. 

Nevvluii  llaiuillnn,  Hnronghol  lueuliuii, 

a ...  .1,1,. Ill  rolls  in  I ■ 5»  ; ill-  -.1  p"i  aliun, 
hs’.i  ; churches,  .s:i  ..no  •,  Camp- M e.-l  in-.  \- 
sui  iatiuii,  fi'JO  ; newspapers,  .7no  ; i >i  l»  l - 1 • I 
low s,  6‘»i) ; l,io:_;rnpliieul,  .'mu. 

N.  Wpul  l I »o|  ' 'll  : 1 1 : llei.l,  r\ ille,  I I 2 1 ; • ail  \ 

days,  1 122  ; schools,  1122;  i hinvhcs,  1122 
1 1 A-  ; newspapers,  112.7;  hanks,  1120;  sure- 
ties 1 120-1  I2'k 

New  Jin  Halo  Ik  iron  "Ii  : laid  out,  I HJS  ; a new 
town,  1 Ul-S  ; ineorpuraliuii,  1 HU)  ; manuko  - 
Im  it  s,  1 1 1'-D  ; churches,  llli'.i;  mIiooI.-,  11**1*  ; 

|,  i tv,  folding  ami  fishery,  llli'.i;  stores  and 
taverns,  1 1 70. 


ha/.Hte  itnd  Farmers’  an-l  Mei  luinles’  Join 
mil,  .7011  ; M i III i n Magic,  Olli# ; la wislnwii  lh 
puhlieail  and  WurUillgineli’rt  \-lvoeale,  Oilll  ; 
Tie- True  J)<  nioei at,  .,011  ; The  heinuenit  and 
Soldi  lie  I,  , do  ; hmiluei  al  ie  Smi  till'd,  -I",  Tin 
I'  l'ee  I’n  . s,  Ido  ; 'pile  \ ii rora,  0 1 " ; NeWloli 
Ihtmilloii  Watchman,  ..‘JO;  l-’lea  Hilo,  000; 
Newton  Hamilton  Standard,  duo  ; The  JVn 
pie V Friend,  id  I ; Villa-.;.  Herald,  hi  I ; M* 
Veyl  iw  n .loin  n -I,  id  I ; M illlin  I . . I 
Milllin  Nils  i>c,ile,  722  ; .him. da  Tel-  i.iph 
and  I’eupl.  T Adn.eale,  722  ; Juuiala  Join 
nal,  722  ; Spirit  ol  the  Times  and  hetuueralie 
ITcart,  722;  Juniata  l imes,  .2/.;  Ponnsyh a- 
n iit  IJe-iiah  r,  72:'» ; Juuiala  Pegi-slor,  72.5 ; 
To -i  ,ii  -a  .i  He/*  ister, 7 ' , True  heiuo*  I it,  1 
homoerut  and  KegishT,  7215 ; Juniata  \ alley 
Hei  iehter,  72.’# ; Juuiala  Aurora,  and  the 
ferry  and  Milllin  homily  Advertiser,  720; 
Juuiala  Free  Press,  722  ; Juniata  Herald  and 
Anti-Masonic  homorrat,  722  ; Juniata  S«-nl  i- 
nel,  72.2  ; Juniata  Uepuhlieun,  721;  Juniata 
Sentinel  and  lb-publican,  72 1 ; H.-puhlieau 


I.a  liner, 

721 

; I ndejiein 

lent, 

721  ; 

J uniala 

Trihiiue, 

721 

; Pol  l Hoy; 

.1  Ti 

inert,  8!U 

1;  Perry 

Fore: 

ster, 

duo 

; IV ir v Co. 

h.-m 

ocrat,  '.)' 

,1  ; Lis  - 

el'pool  M * 

•n  n 

ry , Dill ; Per 

ry  ( 7 

-.  l-'re.-m 

iuii , '."ll ; 

Ness'i 

poll 

Ne 

•WSj  1125; 

Ne 

ss|,-.rt  ' 

Ua/.elte, 

1 12.7; 

Pei 

•Pie' 

7s  Advocate 

all 

d Press 

, III"; 

Mill. 

•rsto 

SMI 

(ia/el  1 e, 

1 1 1 

2;  Mill 

erstossu 

Led- 

vr, 

1 1 1. 

: ; The  L, 

•t  1 go, 

r,  1112 

; Noss- 

poll 

Led 

ger, 

1 M2  ; The 

\,  - 

i\>  L.  lls- 

r,  1205  ; 

1 nio 

ll  II 

icku 

ry,  1 2*17  ; 1 

,ess  i'.luirgh  . 

Journal , 

I2U.7 

; Lo 

wisl, 

iiirgl,  J. nil'll 

al  ui 

id  Union 

i Counts 

A«lv«. 

h ale 

, P-1 

17  ; Lewi.-lmrgh 

1 )euiocr 

at  I.'-  t 

I.eWI 

.'hni 

•gh 

Mamlai'l,  1 

2(1.7 

; Pt-C'l'le 

’rt  \ . 1 S . - 

(ale, 

I2H 

• ; 1 

I nioii  Star, 

1211 

- ; hide 

J ><  ll'leul 

Pi.->.' 

, 1 .: 

:iif)  ; 

1 .ess  iMmi 

;h  ( 

'lii'oni-  Ii 

-,  17'-.; 

Less  i 

>hu  i 

gh 

( 'In  oilieh* 

and 

Union 

' '.anil  \ 

» Idle 

ral  . 

\ds, 

•it  iser,  1 2('-ii; 

Lev 

- ishiirgh  Cln  oui 

(lean-1  tin-  \\  - t Ihaiich  ilem  ral  Adverli  - i, 
1 2hl>  ; 1,1-wi  burgh  Chl'olii'lo  and  the  We.-: 
I Irani  h Farmer,  I2M1;  Union  County  :;ia; 
and  Lcwislmrgh  Chronicle,  120(1;  Tim 
lliiniuiist,  I 200  ; The  (_»  uardia  n,  1 J * ■ • » ; 1.-  w is 
hill';:  ll  helll'M-rat,  12hli  ; llliull  Argils,  IJI.I  ; 
h'-widiiii  h .luiirnal,  1207;  Tim  Saturday 
News,  12117;  l.ueal  News,  1207;  Science  and 
Health,  1 2(17  ; The  I ' nioii,  1271  jT.-mpcraiui 
\d vueale  and  Family  Visitor,  12.7  1;  l in-m 


O 

Odil-FelloW'n  : LewistoWli  Lodge,  No  1)7, 

I.ewinloWII  l-ill*  ampliu  III  N«*.  2-70,  020, 
Hell  I .<  »dgn,  N".  Ill,  02.,  No  212,  ..f  Mllloy, 
'ad;  Aiip.hwiik  Lodge,  \u  172,  000;  M- • 
Veylown  Lodge,  No  1 22,  0l2  ; I’.iodil  Star 
I , i ,,  f No  m . M ill  nl  vii  I 
i . i , 7 ■ i , l - - t ( . il.1  , No  hi  , i 

( .ir  iru  Ian!  - l - ly  I'*  u , \ ill  l.o* Ik*  . N* 

.Of,,  Kit  I ; M.  \ h i mll«  I - 1 . V.  7 1*  . • I ■ 
Sincerity  l.od  - , No.  >77  ; Mi  W ilh.ium 

N-i  7«»2,  of  Hi*  Ii Im  Id,  >"'i  ; Ma-  kiliaw 
i . i ' n i o - , Mount  i - 

liOil^c,  No.  172,  of  Lainlishiir^,  1»S0  ; N.».  2!'U 
of  3Jarynville,  1005  ; Kveign  eii  l.udf'i’,  No. 
200,  of  hiilicuunou,  losl  ; Newp'.rl  Hud^*-, 
No.  102,  I 1 2h  ; Hllllalu  \ all- y I'ilieanipmci.  I, 
No.  1-7,  I2h7  ; Hcwishur^h  1.  I^e,  No.  ‘JU, 
12f.il;  Cri.Mi  iil  l.od;je,  (»f  .Milllinhurg,  1270. 
Oakland  Mills,  MU. 
hakes,  John  II  , 1 I20n 
• >li\er,  Jndvic  John,  0'jl. 

Old  fort  Town,  770. 

oli %'<:!'  M'own.ship  : erection  of,  00*2  ; assc-s.-mient 
(if  1k;j(»,  002;  location,.'/):!;  early  net  tiers, 
O'.l.i-O'J.S  ; Hrooklatid  l urnace,  d'.e  ; Jliadl.-y 
A hull's  sand* Works,  ..'ah;  hull  A Wilxin'n 
Kiinhwuikrt,  000  ; las  kp-.rl,  000  jSIrode's 
. mills,  film  ; schools,  ODD  ; jurdiecH  of  the 
[ieace,  ill  t). 

diver  township,  ferry  County:  boundaries 
112*-;  formation,  ll2h;  early  land-owner.', 
1127;  industries,  1127.  Marshall  Furnace, 
1127  ; glue- la*  lory,  1127  ; Heehle]\  tan- 
nery, Il2h;  WVsL  Newport,  I12S;  Fast 
NewjM.it,  1120;  schools,  1121);  cemetery, 
I 12.' I. 

' h w iyc,  Samuel  1 1-  ur\ , I2lh. 

"i  i h,  hr.  II.  O.,  Did  . 
in  ieiital,  M*l. 

Uw eic,  t )\\  - n,  h lo. 
i »w i ns  family,  I0'J2. 

P. 

fallcrsoli,  Captain  James,  07,  SOI. 

I’atli  rson,  Ca|ilain  W illiam,  772. 
fa  I P i s-  -n  family  , >02. 
fatlcrson,  John,  ,2>. 

I alterson’s  landing,  h02. 

f a l ti- I'soii  llorou;;h  : lu«  aliun,  SiiO  ; lh--  fiimp 


New  filuoiu  lii-ld  f*orou;-,h  : Ill’s  I setllci,  DU; 
he^inuine,  of  the  town,  D 1:1  ; iiicm  p-calimi 
Ul7  ; posl-ollin-,  D 17  ; ferry  County  Hank 
!•  IS  ; schools,  D IS  ; New  Hlooinlield  \eademy, 
D IS  ; churches,  D51-D07  ; lud^'-s,  D07-D0>  ; 
ferry  Cuiihty  Jlislorieal  Soeiely,  DOs-DOl)  ; 
the  pros,  DI10-D(12  : insurance  eoinjians,  '."12. 

Ne\\  Herliu,  the  borough  of,  1107  ; early  settle- 
ments and  residents,  i li *7  ; the  county-seal 
l |l)S  ; public  market  in,  I l"S  ; addition  t", 
1 liis  ; incorporation  of,  1 lOh  ; l nion  County 
Agricultural  Society  at,  1 l"h ; old  jiuhlic 
buildings,  HUD;  industries,  1-lUD  ; .'iliools, 
MUD;  the  lleformed  (Miuich,  III');  liiitheian 
Church,  111";  10 v angelical  Assm  iatimi,  I !l»  ; 
Preshyleriaii  Church,  I I It) ; I niled  Hielhreii, 
Church,  I 110  ; M.-lhodis!  Chur-  It.  I II  I . 
NoWspup'rs,  lilt;  New  llciliu  Ca/.etle,  I III; 
I'nioii  Hickory,  Mil,  Auli-Musoiiic  Slar, 
Jill,  1 1 nion  Adler,  Mil;  t nion  h--nioci  a I, 
Mil;  10sangelie.il  .Messenger,  1112;  I 'nidi 
Seminary,  I 1 12. 

Ne\\r>pai>ers  : Milllin  (!a/i-lle,  . »<  *7  ; Western 

Star,  .."h  ; .1  uniala  ( ia/el le,  Otlh  ; l.-wi-li-wn 
Ca/.ello,  OOS  ;' IM  illlin  loi/elle,  OD.S  ; Milllin 
,uul  Juuiala  Ads*  rtcer,  ..uS  ; A I illlin  County 


County  Slar,  1.271;  llmno  (ia/el to,  l '.7  1: 
hesvi.shurgh  ( h rouielo,  1.271  ; Slar  ami 
Climiii*  le,  1271  ; Union  t'oiinly  I’ress,  12.7.; 
Milllinhurg  Telegraph,  1271;  M illlinhui  g 
Times,  127"»  ; Selin’s  (Jrnve  'I’inies,  1 Ihh  ; 
American  Lutheran,  I Iss  ; Courier,  1 h>.>  ; 
Tribune,  IlsS;  New  Herliu  Gazette,  11 1 1 : 
Union  Hickory,  Mil;  Anti-Masonic  Slar, 
Mil  ; Union  Adler,  Mil  ; l nion  Democrat, 
Mil;  Fvangi-lical  .'Messenger,  1112;  Y->lk>- 
Fri-uml,  I 111(1  ; Tribune,  I lDO  ; Middleburg 
Host,  Milt)  ; ferry  County  Standard,  Del. 
Newport  Standard,  Dill;  People's  Ad  vocal  e 
ami  f-  rry  County  Di-mocratic  P ess,  Dill  , 
The  Times, ‘Jill  ; Perry  Forester,  DS.’J ; him 
eanmm  lieconl,  107(1;  Liverpool  Mercury 
ami  Pen) do's  Advertiser,  1117  ; Liverpool 
Sun,  IMS;  Ness1  port  Standard,  1127;  V ss - 
poll  Ledger,  I 1 2.7  ; Tim  L-  .lger,  I 1 2.7. 

Nipj.lc,  hr.  II.  M.,  II 70. 

Nij.ple,  l»r.  .1.  lh,  1 155. 

Nihl« u-k,  hr.  W illiam,  D22. 

North,  II-  i mail  II.,  (l.VD. 

Noursc,  Juliii  T.,  USD 

North,  ( .'ah  in  Ik,  I IsS. 


kin  Flooil,  St  1.7  ; civcliuii  of  town,  SOf> ; llook- 
and-l.atlder ('oni|iany,  N* »ti  ; lirsl  school  hoard. 
SOil;  Fvangelieal  As'ocialioii  Chuivli.  su<>  ; 
Voa«!s  ami  ferrii  s,  so?  ; participants!  ol  Wur 
of  1 S 1 2,  SD7-SI IS. 

fatti-rsoii,  hr.  I-M ward  Hurke,  IT •#. 

Patterson,  Alfred  J., 

Parker,  Andrew,  tlsl. 

Pawling,  S.  Ik,  1250. 

Parker,  JOzra  Ik,  tls7. 

Parker,  Joseph  W.,  I7u. 
farshall,  hr.  Join.,  ITS 
Parks,  li.  T.,  If  ID. 
fainter,  tl.78. 

I’atloJi,  John,  7n  1. 

Paper-mill  on  Li*  king  Creek,  77". 

Parcels,  Walter  V,  M h , ID  * 
i 'at  toil,  .1  r.,  Hciijamin,  I * • > . 

Parker  A Co.,  721. 
ferryville,  nil",  >02. 
ferry  County  Hank,  D l>. 

Pel  I man , Samuel,  I 12'). 
feterS,  Micha.-l,  12D2. 

Peters,  Hil  liard,  leth-nm  early  m llh  im  iih  au-l 
removal  of  lr**s|ias.M*rs,  ^17,  II  I*.. 

I Vt«  rshiirg,  IU75. 
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I’li'ivi',  |)r.  .1.  \\ . , nil . 
i’ o ru  .Mills,  7:r>. 

Puiiuell,  I1’.  M . HI.,  ll'.Ml. 

Perry  Forg e,  lOfl'l. 

Perry  County  geology,  21-22. 

Perry  County  : Mr t i « # n old  ounty,  *95  , cun t «•  -'t 
over  County-scat,  89  5 ; meet ing.->  and  sub- 
scriptions. 890-898  ; comity  buildings,  »’.*  ; 
election  districts,  901-902  ; civildist  ul  comi- 
ty, 902-91)1  ; | ><  >|  I Illation,  ‘.HI.1)  ; Ill-lull  111  |<  I 

bar,  905  •.» I r>  ; jiliy-.j. inn-*,  '.'hi  '.(••I  ; edurut ion, 
934  : » 1 :j  ; tile  pi,->,  9nn-wG2  ; Nr\v  ltlo.iinfi.il 
borough, 913-902 ; Tyrone  (|»,  . j ■!'i>u ; bor- 

ough uf  Lundjaburg,  980-9*5 ; Toboynu 
township,  9*5-990  ; Jankion  township,  990- 
loi)8  ; MudDon  township,  loos-p»33;  .Savillu 
township,  P>33-P»l0 ; Carroll  township, 
lo4rt-1057  ; Rye  township,  P >57-1002  ; bor- 
ough of  Marysville,  1002-1007  ; Conn  town- 
ship, 10(57-107  4;  borough  of  Ihincannon, 
1071  -los.'J  ; Centro  township,  1 083-1 09 1 ; 
Whoul'liuld  township,  lo9l -p>9»;  ; Juniata 
township,  1090-1105  ; Tuscan>ra  township, 

1 1 < *o—l  1 1 n ; Liverpool  township,  lilt 1 11-1; 
borough  of  Liverpool,  1111-1121;  bor- 
ough of  Newport,  1121-1120;  Oliver 
township,  112G-1131  ; Miller  township,  1131- 
1134;  Greenwood  township,  1 131-  1 1 Jo  ; bor- 
ough of  Millerstown,  1 140—1 14-  ; BnlValo 
township,  11  12-1145  ; Spring  town -hip,  I 1 -1  .*> — 
1102;  Howe  township,  1102-1101;  Watts 
township,  1 lii  1-1  li>'' ; borough  of  Xow  Buf- 
fulo,  1 1 GS-117i>. 

Penn  Town-diip,  Perry  County:  Topography, 
1067  ; early  settlements,  J U#»7  ; Baskinsvillo, 
10GO  ; the  Covu  Forge,  P>72  ; Duncannon 
Iron- Works,  1072  ; schools,  ln73. 

Perry  Township,  1522  ; erection  of,  1522  ; Fre- 
mont, 1522  ; St.  John  s Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed Church,  153::  ; Fmainiel  Church, 
1,52:1  ; ArbogaM  Church,  1523  ; United  Ilreth- 
len  Church,  1523;  early  settlers  and  mills, 

1 .23  ; Meiser  family,  1523  ; Shodel  family, 
1521;  elections,  1521;  mills,  1524;  Mount 
Pleasant  Mills,  1525;  Sclniee  family,  1525; 
schools,  1520. 

Penn  Township,  Snyder  County,  117;  erection 
of,  1 197  ; Indian  narrative.',  1 l!»7  ; pioneer.- 
of,  Plus ; How  ami  Gemberling  families, 
1198;  Ulrich,  Moyer  and  Miller  families, 
1499  ; inhahitants  of,  in  17*. *,  1501  ; inhabit- 
ants of,  in  1785-1793,  15n2  ; early  otlicers  of, 
1502  ; Salem,  1503;  Kautz.  1 '.03  ; mills,  15«i3; 
How's  Church,  15n4  ; justices  of  the  peace 
1501. 

Pfoutz  Valley,  113*. 

Pfoutz,  John,  1 1 oS. 

Pfahler,  Albert  M.,  11  In. 

Physical  features,  l-2l 
Phillips,  William  91.,  1 13-114. 

Piper,  Dr.  Frederick  A.,  1233. 

Pipor,  Dr.  .John  G.,  1230. 

Piper's,  Captain,  company,  War  of  1812,  128. 
Pleasant  View,  793. 

Plunkett,  Dr.  William,  1220. 

Platte,  J.  Warren,  090. 

Port  Hoyul  Horoiigh  ( Perry ville)  : incorpora- 
tion, 8o2;  public  schools,  802  ; IVi  n ville 
Bridge  Company,  802  ; churches,  803-8o|  ; 
bank,  804  ; TiiBcarora  Lodge,  801;  Purl  Hoyaj 
Timex,  800  ; Airy  View  Academy,  805. 
Population  of  Milllin  Comity,  I0o. 

Population  of  Juniata  < 'minty,  c.» .7 . 

Population  of  Perry  County,  905. 

Population  of  Union  County,  118,;. 

Population  of  Snyder  County,  I 168. 


Pori  Trcvortou : laid  out,  157(5;  Trevmlon 
c..al  A U a 1 1 road  Company,  157'',  l idled 
Brethren  Church,  1570;  Fvnngelieal  Assoei- 
tion,  I57i‘.. 

Potter,  N.  I.,  I I II. 

Potter,  Albert  W , I I In. 

Port  Loyal,  779. 

Porter,  General,  in  War  of  1*12,  125. 

Potter,  < ienei'al  Janies,  p)5, 

Post,  early  trading,  27. 

J’oller,  Lew  i-,  91.; 

J’ower.s  family,  Iu»'. 

Pontius,  Dr.  Benjamin  T.,  1232. 

Pontius,  Lmanuel,  1237. 

Pontius,  John  N. , 1304. 

Prothonotaries  for  .Juniata  County,  GOG. 

Price,  Sergeant  Thomas,  9-1. 

Pollman,  ( River  K .,  1 l2(*f. 

Purdy  family,  81G. 

Purdy,  James,  81 G 

Purdy,  Dr.  Nathaniel  ('.,  1229 

a. 

(Dug,  Dr.  K.  M 69s. 

R. 

iiakerd,  James  C.,  471. 

Hailroads:  Pennsylvania  line,  >139-443;  Sunbury 
and  Lewistown,  114-145  ; Selin’s  Grove  and 
North  Branch,  115-4  10;  Susquehanna  Hail- 
road  Company  (now  Northern  Central),  44G  ; 
Lewisburgh  and  Tyrone,  4-1 G — 147  ; Milllin 
and  Centre  County,  417  ; Shaniokin,  Sun- 
bury and  Lewistown,  147  ; projected  rail- 
loads,  417— 14. s. 

Rebellion,  War  of  the  : part  taken  in  by  Union, 
Snyder,  Juniata,  Milllin  and  Perry,  151  ; 
troops  from  quintette,  152-153  ; Logan 
Guards,  153,  DU  : Lewistown  and  Pottsville 
Companies,  159;  Second  Regiment,  104; 
Fourth  Regiment,  103 ; Seventh  Regiment, 
1G7  ; Lleventh  Regiment,  108  ; Fourteenth 
Regiment,  170;  Fifteenth  Regiment,  17u ; 
Thirty-Fourth  Regiment,  170-177  ; Thirty- 
tilth  Regiment,  177-183;  Thirty-sixth  Regi- 
ment, 1*3-188  ; Forty-second  (known  as  the 
“ Buck  tai  I - ’ or  the  Kane  Billet  Regiment, 
lss-193  ; Folly  third  Regiment,  193;  Fortv- 
fourth  Regiment,  or  First  Cavalry,  193-203; 
Forty-tilth  Regiment,  203-209  ; Forty-sixth 
Regiment,  209-210  ; Forty-seventh  Regiment, 
210-227  ; Forty-ninth  Regiment,  227-245 ; 
Fifty-liist  Regiment,  215-201  ; Fifty-second 
Regiment,  2'  1-204  ; Fifty-third  Regiment, 
204-275  ; Seventy-fourth  Regiment,  275- 
278  ; Sovonty-seveuth  Regiment,  278-282; 
Seventy  eighth  Regiment,  282-280  ; Fighty- 
tliird  Regiment,  280;  Ninety-second  Regi- 
ment, 280-297;  One  Hundred  and  First  Regi- 
ment, 297-303;  One  Hundred  and  Fourth 
Regiment,  3K1-305  ; One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
Regiment,  305  ; One  Hundred  ami  Seventh 
Regiment,  305-310;  One  Hundred  and 
Thirteenth  Regiment,  310-31*  ; One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-sixth  Regiment,  318-323; 
One  llundiedand  Thirly-liist  Regiment,  323- 
333;  Oue  Hundred  and  Thirty  third  Regi- 
lm-dt,  333-311;  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
second  Regiment,  311-311;  One  Hundred 
and  Forty->e\ i-nth  Regiment,  344-8-18;  One 
Hundred  and  Foi  ty-ninth  Regiment,  349-351 ; 
< Me  II  undred  and  Fiftieth  Regiment,  351-353; 
one  Hundred  and  Fifty-lirst  Regiment,  353- 
350  ; One  Hundred  and  Six t y— llrst  Regiment, 
350-31-9  ; one  Hundred  and  Sixt\->c<ond 


lie- 1 men  I,  »»r  Se\  eiiteeni  h ‘ a \ airy,  5<.i  . ;T  1 ; 
Mu-  Hundred  anil  - eni  lit  I 1 
371-375 ; duo  llmidivd  and  Light  v-ln  si 
Regiment,  375-377  ; One  Hundred  and 

ILighty-fourth  Regiment,  377-3*1  ; Om 
Hundred  and  Fighty-lilth  lb  _ineiit,  '1- 
3*1  ; one  Hundred  and  Lighty-S'veiith 
Regiment,  3*1  ; One  Hundred  and  Ninely- 
Iburili  Regiment,  3*1 -3*0  ; One  Hundred  and 
N in.-ty- tilth  Regiment,  3*0  ; Two  Hundred 
and  Fn  t Regiment,  3*0  ; Two  Hundred  ami 
•Second  Regiment,  3*0-389:  Two  Jlundnd 
and  Fifth  Regiment,  389-3! *5  ; Two  Hundred 
and  Kiglifh  Regiment,  395—107  ; Two  Hun- 
dred and  Tenth  Regiment,  497-411  ; Two 
Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Regiment,  HI; 
Lmergeney  Troops,  411-412  ; Twenty-Lightli 
Regiment  Lmergeney,  412—114  ; one  hun- 
dred days’ men  (1-801)  Perry  County,  414; 
miscellaneous  soldiers,  411—115  ; Third  Ar- 
tillery, 115  ; S,  C.  Regular  Army,  415  ; sur- 
geons, 415;  hospital  stewards,  415;  Four- 
teenth Regiment,  415  ; Fifteenth  Regiment, 
415. 

Reed,  Andrew,  470. 

Reed,  Judge  John,  0*0. 

Reed,  Hon.  John,  905. 

Reed  ' ( lap,  T IG. 

Rcedsville,  013. 

Reichnrt,  Dr.  William,  1232. 

Rciilor  family,  1 1 2I . 

Keider  ville,  1121. 

Reinhold,  Dr.,  480,  099. 

Registers  a ud  recorders  for  Juniata  County, 
600. 

Rengler,  Daniel,  1302. 

Revolution,  War  of  the,  83  ; oppressions  of 
England,  84  ; letters  from  Philadelphia,  *1  ; 
act  of  Congress,  *7;  Captain  William  Hen- 
dricks’ company,  68  ; Captain  John  Low  don, 
89  ; Lieutenant  James  Parr,  89  ; journal 
Major  William,  91  ; roster  LowdoiUs  com- 
pany, 91  ; rostei  Bair’s  company,  92  ; roster 
WeitzePs  company,  93;  Se  rgeant  Price,  91  ; 
Associators  of  llutValo  and  Penn’s  townships, 
95;  roster  Clarke's  company,  95;  Banks 
recollections,  90  ; Captain  John  Hamilton,  9n  ; 
Seventh  Battalion  roster,  90  ; Captain  V il 
liam  Bratton,  97  ; .Major  .John  Kelly,  ‘97  ; 
rosier  Twelfth  Regiment,  '98;  Samuel  Brady, 
99  ; rosier  Selin’s  company,  99;  Revolution 
allairs  on  the  frontier,  inn  ; Indian  invasion, 
lint  ; tho  Fleven  militia  companies,  Phi  j 
proceedings  of  the  Northumberland  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  lnl  ; .John  Ilnmluighl's 
letter,  B»3  ; division  of  ammunition,  PM  ; 
scarcity  of  salt,  103  ; roster  of  Wciser's  com- 
pany, 104  ; increased  vigilance  on  the 
frontier,  10-1  ; Major  Kelly,  the  Bradys  and 
Room*  forts  built,  PH  ; Fort  Freeland,  p>5  ; 
regular  troops  inarched  to  the  protecli.*n  ol 
settlements,  109;  death  ul  James  and  J.  hn 
Brady,  109  ; the  great  runaway,  P>7  : Tories 
and  Tory  schemes,  114  ; last  year  of  the  war, 
110  ; Robinson's  company  roster,  110  ; roster 
Peter  Glove  and  Samuel  MeGrndy’s  com{>aiiy, 
III.;  First  Battalion  Northumberland,  117  ; 
surrender  of  Cornwallis,  117  ; sundry  Rev- 
olution soldiers,  117  (note)  • .soldiers  residing 
in  Union  County  in  1820,  US;  soldiers  in 
Perry  < ’minty,  I20.. 

Rev ner,  Dr.  William  B , 1232. 

Reynolds,  Dr.  J.  Cromwell,  179. 

Rev  Holds,  I »avid,  527. 

Rentier,  Dr.  (1.  V,  ’*  12. 

Revs,  Zachary,  * *6‘ C 
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H Iii*ll III . I »|\  .1  oil li  ( |Mi, 

Rhoads,  In-.  Henry  W.,  I till  1. 

Klioddv  family,  9G4. 

Hire  family,  10IJ7. 

I lico,  John  F.,  808. 

Itice  (Gi-rnian  Reis)  family,  777. 
ll icli I i t • 1 1 1 , '>"4. 

Kiddle,  .1  udgr  James,  |G3. 

Ki-hel , (..  i.rixo  I’.,  M . 1>. , I'.M). 

Ui vers  and  navigatimi  : I in j t< • v«- me n C Sus- 

quehanna River,  432  ; Mierman  h < i*  i k,  432 
-433  ; Swalara  and  West  Branrlr,  Id.  I ; Juni- 
ata  River,  434  ; arks,  134;  lYun's  (.'reek, 
437  ; boating,  437. 

Uban,  Flnvel,  1210. 

Robinson,  Colonel  Jolm  K.,  i"#8 . 

Robinson  family,  7-3i>. 

Robison,  Hugh,  caiitured  by  Indians,  71. 
Robison,  A Ibert,  GdO. 

Robison  family,  lull. 

Robison,  Fort,  loll. 

Rock,  7-lo. 

Roddy  family,  10111. 

Roddy  family,  1(M2. 

Rodgers,  Hr.,  027. 

Rogers,  Captain  Matfbew,  12!. 

Ronk,  Philip,  >.77. 

fiotliroelr,  Abraham,  M l).,  J 7 7 , I7>'. 

Rothroek.  George,  /VIA. 

Hotli rock,  Ri  v.  .lose pi i,  VII. 

Ruthro.  k,  Hr.  John,  1231. 

Rothroek.  .John.  717. 

Rothroek.  Joseph,  82.1 . 

Rothroek,  Joseph  Trimble,  M.H,  17s 
Rothroek,  Samuel  11.,  M.D  , 17c,. 

Rothroek.  Hr.  Naur,  141.7. 

Rotbro.  k,  Hr.  M, , 1 1 .«». 

Rothroek.  Hr.  Roswell,  1 lib. 

Roto  family,  1392. 

Ross,  .1.  |[.,  KJ2. 

Ross,  J.  Saraeant,  bim. 

RoilSe,  . I o h 1 1 , J « 1-1.7. 

Royal  Are, ilium,  Lewi>hui"_i'h  Cu'iucil,  N".  9l>. 
12(®. 

R ii h 1,  Philip,  lido. 

Ruble,  Mathias,  .7.7.7. 

Rumiwas , tin-  ideal,  ]U7. 

Rye  Township : Fivnioii  of,  I < » .7  ; a-.-es.siiirhfs 
of  1 7<  c,.  In, 77  ; early  s-  ltl'  is,  lo.V.i  ; mills, 
Idl'd  ; Keystone,  1 1 h.  1 ; drer's  Point,  1ml  ; 
schools,  lobi  ; churches,  10G2. 

Salim.  Hr.  William  Trifle  K.ipp,  c.i7. 

Samps.  I,  Hr.  1 W.,  1 1.77. 

Sampse I,  1 »r.  I >.  M .,  12  '.2. 

Samloo,  Hr.  Jacob,  098. 

Saville  Tow  nsbip  : dimensions,  1 ; taxaldes 

in  1S2<»,  1 ; early  locations,  1 < : i 4 ; churches, 

lo:id  ; early  schools,  lo39  ; lekcsburg,  Ill-Ill ; 
churches,  li*42  ; Escliol,  1013  ; . liurches, 
104:'.;  biogrughicuFI^  1044-104G. 

Schallle,  Samuel  Wilson  Wykoll,  1 2 S s . 

S«  Imiire,  » -Verge,  1 Ho. 

SclinaMe,  (ieorire,  1 Pad. 

Scb  wat  I/,  Port,  105. 

School,  Juniata  Valley  Xonnitl,  ddb. 

(Schools  will  be  found  tinder  the  beads  of 
the  townships  in  which  they  arc  located.) 
Schorf,  William  P.,  1110. 

Scholl,  Rev.  Jacob,  11.78. 

Sclioih,  (i.  Allied,  1 Ido. 

Schoch,  Marlin  L , 122  I. 

Scbocli,  John  A.,  1.7b:’. 

School  superintendent-  of  J uniala  County,  C.bii. 
Sell  nil  re,  John  C.,  I:;d7. 

Schuyler,  Hr.,  1232. 

Scott,  Hern  ial,  in  the  War  of  l8l‘.\  12.7. 


I 

Seel.old,  Hr.  William  I*’.,  1232. 

See  boh  I,  Hr.  John  P.,  1233. 

ft?* • i 1 1,  Hr.  J.  \V.t  14 GO. 

Selin,  3 15-34 b. 

Sellers  family,  >81. 

s.-IIii’h  Cl  ove  It i lie  Volunteers  ill  1M2,  129. 

Sellers  family,  S70. 

Selliejmer,  Colonel  John  Ik,  1 .7'J. 

Selin.  Captain  Anllmiiv,  dd. 

s.  linV  drove  : Bnrongh  of,  1 168  ; early  settlers 
in  libs;  massacre  by  tin;  Indian- in,  1 IGS  ; 
fust  settlement  in,  1 It »'J  ; Me  of  Rue,  at, 
1 lbO  ; plan  of,  1170;  pioneer  settlers,  1470; 
Captain  Benjamin  Weiser,  John  and  Simon 
Snyder,  and  Anthony  Selin,  1470;  lot- 
tery in,  1170;  inhabitants  in  1802  in,  1471  ; 
business  inlet e>ts  in  1820  in,  1471  ; incorpo- 
rated in  a borough,  1171  ; business  interests 
in,  183b  ; First  Church,  Cnion  Church,  1172; 
til  'd  I.ulhcran,  1 172  ; Reformed  Church,  117  ’.; 
Evangelical  l.ulherau  Church,  147-1  ; .Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  1174;  Bapti-t 
Church,  1171  ; roads  in,  1474  ; schools  in, 
147.7;  Missionary  Institute,  117.7;  Susque- 
hanna Female  College,  1477  ; musical,  1177  ; 
Simon  Snyder,  1178;  Alary  Kittera  Snyder, 
1480  ; Snyder  mansion,  1481  ; dedication  of 
Snyder  monument,  1482;  big  fires,  1183; 
water-works,  1 Is:;  ; business  interests,  1 1 84  ; 
Banks:  Fir-t  National,  148.7  ; Snyder  County 
Bank.  1 l ss  ; George  Schnure,  ]48f»  ; Calvin 
I!.  North,  14*s  ; Newspapers  : Selin's  Grove 
Times,  1 I8>  ; \nierican  Lutheran,  1488  ; 
Courier,  1188;  Tribune,  1-iss ; Selin's  Grove 
Hriving  and  Park  Association,  1188;  Agri- 
cultural Society,  1188;  Societies,  l l8d  ; post- 
masters, 1 I8d  ; justices  of  the  peace,  1 189. 

Seminary,  G-l 2. 

Sermon,  first,  in  Tnscarora  Valley,  712. 

Settlements,  early,  .73  ; Frederick  Star  in  174m, 
,73  ; Richard  Peters’  letter,  .73  ; driving  out 
settlers  1743,  .71  ; lands  purchased  from 

Indians,  .7  1-7.7  ; Splatters,  77  ; settlers  from 
1717—18,  7ij  ; letter  to  lVters,  56  ; first  white 
woman  in  Ki.-hucoquillas  Valley,  .77. 

Shaetler,  Hr.  J.  C.,  1 172. 

Sharon,  James,  .>17. 

Sharon  family,  S3G. 

Shaffer,  William  < >gdcn,  1223. 

Shaw,  John  W , Ib9. 

Shaetler,  Hr.  A.  IF,  lsd. 

Sliellenherger  family,  SSI. 

Shelleiila  rger  Hr.  M ichael,  Gd  I. 

Sheets,  Hr.  John  W.,  1 1.77. 

sheoder,  Hr.  J . » '.,  924. 

Shcibley,  Hr.  James  P.,  024. 

Sheihley  family,  dG'J. 

Slierifi’s  for  Juniata  County,  GG7. 

Shelly,  Hr.  A.  W.,  098. 

Sliellenherger,  John,  830. 

Shikellimy’s  home,  1331. 

Sliindel,  J.  d.  L.,  1 128. 

Shine,  Hr.  S.  H.,  1 100. 

Sliindel,  Hr.  John  V.,  1471. 

Sliindel,  I>r.  Isaac  N.,  MIG. 

Shcrinansdalo,  lof»2. 

Short,  William,  737. 

Shuman  family,  1038. 

Shuman,  Hr.  John  C.,  1477. 

Siglervillc,  704. 

Sigler,  George.  Jr.,  an  Indian  captive,  771,  077. 

Silk  culture  in  Perry  County,  1001. 

Siobcrt,  Mai  tin  Neil-on,  013. 

Sillies,  James.  8<is. 

Simplon,  It*  v.  James,  712. 
j Simpson,  Anthony  C.,  1434. 


Simpson,  F.  S.,  11 12. 

Siiiionloji,  l h.irlen  Wiggin-,  IP. Mi. 

Singer,  In  Joshua  F.,:»2S. 

Slenkei , NiUC,  1201 

Smiley  family,  1**17. 

smile y.  | Ion.  ( ha rh  s II  , 'll 

smith,  Hr  A . M.,  II 77. 

Smith,  Jacob  A. , lib". 

Smith,  ThuiHUS  .1  . 1 I ■>. 

Smith,  Hr  II  J.,  1 P •). 

Smith,  Samuel,  17s. 

Smith,  I »r.  Samuel,  180. 

Smith,  < diver  P.,  777 . 

Smith,  Hr.  H.  < I ' •. 

Smitli , I )r.  J.i men,  1 23u. 

Smith,  Hr.  William, 
i Smith,  Hr.  William,  ow.i. 

Smyth,  General  Alex.imh  r,  in  war  of  1812,  122. 

Snowden,  Hr.  Isaac,  ‘.'17. 

Snowden,  Hr.  L.  G.  1>0. 

Snowden,  Hr.  Isaac  W.,  004. 

Snyder,  Governor  Simon,  117'. 

Snyder,  Martin  L.,  1112. 

Snyder,  Alary  Kittera,  lib'). 

Snyder  County  Agricultural  Society,  1107. 

Snyder,  Jeremiah,  1 138. 

Snyder,  John  »R,  1 lid. 

Sn\dcr,  Captain  John,  120. 

Snyder,  Governor  Simon,  orders  from  during 
the  war  of  1812,  121,  1 27. 

Snyder  County,  geology  of,  22-23. 

Snyder,  Colonel,  122. 

Snyder  Spring  Oil  Company,  10  Id. 

Society,  Juniata  County  Agricultural. 

Society,  Perry  Count)  ALdical,  d32. 

Soldiers’  Orphans*  School,  >17. 

Soils,  in. 

Sons  of  Veterans,  U.  S.  A. 

Thaddeiis  C.  Reider  Camp,  1127. 

Soradoville,  078. 

Snyder  County : Organization  of,  1-121;  loca- 
tion of  county-seat  of,  1421  ; an  act  to  change 
county-seat  of,  1421  ; court-house  of,  1422  ; 
civil-list  of,  1-123;  bench  and  bar  of,  1121;  pres- 
ident judges  of,  1121;  associate  judges  of, 
1 1 24  ; attorneys  of,  1431  ; medical  profession 
i-f,  1113;  educational  matters  in,  14 till  ; sup- 
erintendents of  schools  in,  1 1G3  ; Teachers’ 
Institute  of,  1463  ; Agricultural  Society  of, 
Rations  14G7  ; Patrons  of  Husbandry,  14GG  ; 
Selin’s  Grove,  Mbs-lldT  • Benn’stownship,  14 
d7-17'»4  ; Beaver  township,  1701-1714  ; West 
Beaver  township,  1714-1718;  Centro  town- 
ship, 1718-1722  ; Perry  township,  1522-1727  ; 
West  Berry  township,  1727-1730  ; Washing- 
ton township,  1730-1747  ; Chapman  town.-hip, 
1747-1754;  Middle  Creek  twp.,  1554-1737; 
Franklin  township,  1757-1589;  Jackson 
‘ownship,  1560-1572  ; Cnion  township,  1572- 
157C  ; Monroe  township,  1576-1580  ; Adams 
town-hip,  1580-1580  ; Spring  township,  1780- 
1590. 

Spaniards,  23. 

Spcddy,  William,  1313. 

Speedy,  William,  757. 

Spetli,  I»r.  William  F.,  189. 

Spechl,  Moses,  1712. 

Speck,  Dr.  Joseph,  921. 

Springmaii,  Augustus,  1545. 

Spring  township:  erection  of,  15SG  ; eail\  lo- 
cations, 11  Id  ; Kirkpatrick's  claim,  IMG- 
1149;  KUiottshurg,  1171;  earl)  Millers, 
1170;  Oak  Gro\*»  Furnace,  1156;  l.eho, 
1177;  cliurclien  1 17>  • UGo  ; . -luuds  llGo; 
biographical,  1 It  > 
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Spuushr,  William  Alexander,  '.'In. 

St  riels  lor,  Melchior  lb, 

School  superintendents,  Perry  County,  H 
Society,  Perry  County  1 1 i - 1 « » ri « ;i  I , ' ' . 

Society,  Union  County  Agricultural,  12  I 
Slifer,  Tli,  12H0. 

Shaller,  .John  W\,  124)2. 

Slu  incr,  .1  omc* i *1 1 W.,  I3t»s. 

Spot  In,  Jos.,  Sr.,  1535. 

Spruce  1 1 ill,  7 • 5 . 

Spruce  Hill  Township  ; formation  of,  "HI  ; early 
M-ttlcr-*.  7u2;  W illiam  Slewait,  7H2  ; I *|. ■;»>.! ill 
\ ii-w,  Tl'.i  ; Papti-t  t'lmreli,  7 Ho  ; the  Cray 
family,  7H7  ; Spruce  Hill  schools,  7H8  ; Uray 
land  libations,  7US-8H1 
Spy  her,  I lenry,  125". 

Star,  Kreih  i i.  lx,  s 17. 

Stadden,  Win.,  Pill). 

Stum  ha  u^'h , Henry  A , Sis. 

Stanford,  .laeoh,  107. 

Stean,  Hr.  John  Charlton,  1 2 .1 . 

Stccver,  Mi.  had,  152. 

Steel  Havid.  nl7. 

Steele,  Hr.  r.  C.,  932. 

Stecso,  John  V.,  1-1 1J. 

S tees,  Hr  A C.,  HIS. 

Stern,  hi  Jacob,  125 
Stephen-'  family,  1 < )HH.  s 
Stephen-.  \h  \an.l«  r II.,  IMGH. 

Stephen-on,  C.-or'je,  hi  t • I,  I 15. 

Sle  \ I II-,  lie  \ . Mai  I h'*\v  , 5 I 
Slewait  himily,  los*i. 

Stewart  family,  Iti'.H.  . 

Stewart,  T.  < GS>. 

Slewait,  Li'  iiteiian-Colonel  Hcorgc,  7 So. 
Stewart,  William,  killing  of,  by  Indians,  792. 
Stewart,  havid,  11 1 1.  • 

Stewai  f . Willjam,  M'«;. 

Stewart  family,  S'* n i. 

Stewai  f.  li  II,,  Hi  4. 

Sle r ret i , I loii.  James  P. , nsn. 

Slerrett,  IJalph.  7$L 
Stenetr.  Woods,  M.  I).,  491). 

Sterrett,  In  John  Pi,  090. 

Stites,  l»r.  Samuel,  1*18. 

Stillwell,  Joseph.  1193. 

Strode,  haae,  iMn. 

Stone,  | ).  | ) , (>SH. 

Stroheeker,  hr.  J.  T.,  1 I’-H. 

Strode', s Mills,  5HH. 

St.  * 'lair’s  defeat.  Sir.. 

St.  Tammany's  Town,  77H. 

Sti'ohin.  William  II.,  171. 

Strohee  ker,  hr.  Smmel,  1 '111 . 

Stroup  family, 

Stroup,  Jidin,  055. 

Stroup,  Sarah,  055. 

Stroup,  Sophia  K , 055. 

SI rmip,  Susan  II.,  tifai. 

Stroup,  havid  A , hot;. 

Stroup,  .Martin  Luther, -OAr.. 

Stroup,  John  I.,,  Got). 

Sturgeon  family,  $21. 

Stuct/cl,  Ludwig,  1420i|. 

Suloff,  I >r  Samuel  A , 0H$, 

Susquehanna  township : boundaries,  SHI  ; 

ell u li  lies,  S*»i J ; nrieiilal,  SHI  ; schools,  SHI  ; 
lodges,  SH  t. 

Swartz,  hr.  J.  A.,  17$. 

Swartz  family,  s>3. 

Swart/.,  hr  Joseph,  H*2 I . 

Swartz,  hr.  ,1.  A , isti. 

Swartz,  hr.  Trank,  17s. 

Swcigert,  hr.  Isaac  It.,  1150. 

Swinefol'd,  Ue.aloin,  I'll 


T. 

Tannery,  Juniata,  770. 

Taverns  and  hotel-  (*ce  town-hips  in  which 
they  are  located  for  description). 

Taylor,  Kohert,  7 *T*. 

Taylor,  Captain  John  I'.,  198a. 

Tayloi  st  own,  $05. 

Taylor,  henry  Patterson,  020. 

| Taylor,  Colonel  John  R,  1H$ji. 

Toucher*’  I iHlitiitc,  H37> 

Thompson,  Captain  James,  110. 

Thompson  family,  s"l. 

Thomas,  Dr.  Thomas  C.,  4$9. 

Thompson  family,  870. 

Tlioinpsniilown  Odd- I'el lows’  Hall,  $77. 

Thompson,  < 'aplain,  1 i 

Thompson,  hr.  Ik,  1231. 

Thompson,  Ih  . lane  s T.,  920. 

Tool,  hr.  I'M  ward  W.,  1 I AH. 

Thornton,  Thomas  A.  II.,  122$. 

Thi.rnton,  hr.  'l  ie. mas  C.,  1228. 

Tnieki-miller,  hr.  Win.  W.,  12-52. 

riionifisontown  IJoroiigh  : Churches,  S 7 • 1 ; 

schools,  877;  lodges  and  suck-lies,  $77  ; in- 
corporation, >7H  ; child  burgesses,  S7H. 

To  hoy  no-  I’ownrdiip:  •*  roe  lion  of,  H85  ; topogra- 
phy, HStl  ; early  settlers,  980  ; taxations  at 
an  early  p-  -rind,  H87-HH1  ; tanneries,  HHl  ; 
'1'ohiiyne‘a  military  hi-torv,  HHl  ; sehoids, 
HH2  ; ehiirele*-,  HH2  ; New  ( lermuntown,  HH3  ; 
l»iog i apliii  a I,  H'i  I -HHG, 

Tool n ey,  Mmanuel,  1 |o|. 

Travel-,  hr.  A.  J . H2l. 

Treasurers  of  Juniata  County,  (ilSC. 

Tressler,  Colme.d  John,  H7o. 

Treaties.  Indian  : Penn’s  in  10s2,  54  ; in  1781, 
in  1730,  .71;  in  17  IH,  55;  in  17".  ;,  in  1701, 
07  ; in  170s,  f,s. 

Troxell  family,  1210. 

Tudor,  hr.  S.  M.,  H25. 

Turbott,  Colonel  Thomas,  775. 

Turhett  Township  erection  of,  7 7 C>  ; boun- 
daries of,  77:5;  early  settlers,  773;  St. 
Tammany’-  Town,77'J  ; Port  Koval,  770;  hid 
Col  t Town,  77u  ; Lutheran  Church,  on 
Church  Hill,  ”><•  ; school-houses,  780:  the 
(Jo-hen  road,  7M  ; Tuscanra  Station,  7$1. 
j Tus<  a rora  Aeademy,  7HK. 
j Tu-carora  Sh-eping-lMace,  7:58. 

Tuscarora  Township,  Perry  County : topog. 
raphy,  1 !**"• ; erection  of,  1100;  early  set* 
I tiers,  1100  : London's  narrative,  1 1 < *7  ; 

schools,  lion;  Peaee-Cnion,  1 lf'H. 

I Tuscarora  Township;  boundaries,  711;  first 
assessment,  7-11  ; early  settlers,  741  ; Ueale- 
town,  742  ; Honey  drove,  742  ; Liberty  Val. 
ley,  743;  Higham  (Jap,  743;  Harvest-Home 
Picnic,  71‘‘. ; Waterford,  741;  Last  Water- 
ford, 7*17  ; M.  K.  Church,  745  ; Presbyterian, 
715;  Me*  i v.-\ ille,  TIG;  Heed’s  Hap,  740; 
Wesley  M.  L » Impel,  740;  Van  Swearingen's, 
717;  lllue  Jacket,  717  ; McCoysville  Cnited 
Preshy f erian  Cliurch,  717;  Uighain's  Tort, 
74s;  John  McDonald,  748;  public  schools, 
71H. 

Tyrone  Township  : erection  of,  HG3  ; early  as- 
se^sments,  HG3 ; early  settlers,  HG3-H70 ; 
Itelhol  ('hurch,  H70;  Loysvillo  Orphans’ 
Ihdiie,  H70 ; biographical,  H70-H75 ; Loys- 
villi-,  H 7 f» ; elmrehes,  H7(*-H7>  ; Hreeu  Park, 
H78  ; schools,  H7$  ; biographical,  H70  HM). 

U. 

Chle,  Captain,  J* »h n,  12H. 

I 1 1 ioi i County;  erection  of  Northumberland 


and  Union  Counties,  1171  : early  diJIIcm 
1 173  ; erection  of  HulTalu  township,  1173  ; lo- 
cal ion  of  county-neat,  1175;  early  courts, 
117(5;  contest  over  county  division,  1177; 
Lowighiirgh  Heut  of  justii  e,  117s  ; civil- list  of 
co util V,  117H-1 1»3;  |H>|»ulatioii  of  cmnty» 
1183;  bench  and  lair,  1183;  medical  profes- 
sion, 122(1  ; The  P.oioiigh  of  Lewishurgli 
I23H-12H2;  Hul -IVl"  township,  I2'.»2-I310  > 
Hard  Huflalo  town-hip,  1310-152  i ; Kelly 
township,  1330-1. ; If  I ; White  Deer  township* 
13 1 1 i-l  354  ; West  JJullalo  township,  135  I - Linz* 
M illlinhurg,  15i.2-137H  ; Hartley  township, 
L57H-13H7;  The  Uoroiigh  of  llarlleton,  13H7- 
13HH  ; Lewis  township,  13HH-14H7  ; New  Hef- 
lin township,  lIo7-l  ll5;  Limestone  town- 
ship, I 1 15-1420  li  ; Clegg  township,  1 120  h- 
1 120  r. 

I ni'in  township,  Snyder  County 1 1575  ; erection 
of,  1575  ; \S  ilnier  family,  1573  ; Hla.-iser  and 
Sliolley  families,  1574  ; Colonel  Thomas  iloll- 
maii,  1575  ; Lieutenant  Jacob  Ilol'lmati,  1575  * 
Church  of  the  J Aaiigelieal  Assoei.it ion,  1575  ; 
/ion's  Church,  1-75;  Kciscr’s  Church,  1575; 
s.-hool.-,  1575  ; Port  'fi  eve.i  ton,  1570. 

I’nion  township,  Union  County  : Tormation, 
1 320  ; early  settlers,  1321  ; Indian  raids,  1321  » 
Union  Turtmce,  1325;  schools,  1330; 
cli  it  rch  tfS,  1530. 

Cnioii  township,  Millliu  County:  Desitrip- 

lion  of,  1,17  ; assi'-smeiit  roll  in  17'.* I , *'» 1 7 ; 
early  locations,  *H7  -G25  ; s*  Imoh,  G25  ; Helle- 
villc,  ••.25-1.27;  Mecliani.  sville,  ('.27;  St. 
John’s  C.\  angelical  l.ullreran  Church,  (527; 
Ki-haco.jiiill.iH  Mutual  Tire  Insuraiicu 
Company,  f.28;  l.iograplii  al,  C2S-U33  ; 
mills  and  tanneries,  t»24. 

I'niiui  Pipe  Line  Company,  L’3(i. 

Cnioit  County  geology,  25-24. 

University  of  Lcwi-burgh,  12$l. 

l lricli,  Charles  IV,  1 141. 

I pper  Tort,  1»>5. 

I rtby,  Thomas  AL,  171 . 

V. 

Van  Campon,  Major,  105. 

Van  Dyke,  8G4. 

Van  Dyke,  Thomas  Kittora,  1225. 

Van  (Je/.er,  William,  12(H’>. 

Van  (Juiuly,  Christian,  1242.  I J 

Van  Swearingen’s  family,  747. ^ 

A’an  Kensselaer,  (ieneral,  122. 

Van  A’al/.ah  family,  I22n. 

Van  A’alzah,  Johnson  Walls.  1225. 

Van  Valzali,  Dr.  lioberl,  1220. 

A’an  Val/ah,  Thomas,  Al.Lh,  481. 

Van  Wert,  M’.5. 

Valley  origin,  1 '.-17. 

Vor-'y  Dr.  Isaac  1227. 

AV. 

W’agen-ellcr,  Dr.  Frank  J.,  14  »7. 

AVagensellcr,  Dr.  Heiijamiu  T.,  1452. 

AVagenseller,  Dr.  Peter  K.,  1117. 

AVagenseller,  I)r.  Jacob,  1*145. 

Waggoner  I'amil)’,  lol  l. 

W agner,  Dr.  J . (>.,  LI 5H. 

Wagner,  Ueorge,  1101. 

W alker  township  : boundaries,  $10 ; early  set- 
t lenient,  Sin;  TrctDrick  Star,  early  Met  tier, 
$17;  removal  of  settler.-,  $17-8  IH  ; 1'attei‘soii 
Landing,  852;  early  settlers,  8 IU-850 ; 
ohuri  lies.  859-800  ; Hehoids,  $00  ; Mexico,  801; 
New  Mexico,  801  ; chmches,  802;  Alitllin- 
I mg  of  Tuylorville,  >03;  Mount  Pleasant, 
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804;  1 \*n  t r«- vi  1 1«*  or  Van  Dyke,  hill;  Van 
Wort,  .*05  ; 1 );t v is  Lock,  > ' 1 "> . 

WuIIh,  Frederick,  H>tt2. 

Wallis,  I>r.  .1.  W.,  i;%. 

Walls,  lion.  John,  11%. 

Walltor,  David,  h.m;, 

Walker,  Judge,  Jonathan,  l 
Walnut,  7*5. 

Waller,  Dr.  Lyor,  DJJl. 

Wallers,  Henry  .1  , 47o. 

War  of  15SI J ; declaration  of  war,  I > , general 
ordci  l»y  Governor  Snyder,  DJI';  .Ihiv. I Ir- 
win's emu  puny,  IJl  ; 51  i lllin  Ci  hi  my  in  War  of 
1 S I J , Juniata  Ga/cl  to,  DJI  ; ill  illikin’s  troop, 
IJl  ; t 'upturn  John  Donaldson,  1JJ  ; I’aptain 
Ncr  M iddloswui t li,  IJJ  ; C..|onel  James  Ir- 
win, 1JJ;  rosier  DanaMson's  company, 
IJJ;  roster  Middleswarlh’s  company,  122; 
Juniata  Gazette,  123 ; roster  of  Captain 
Matthew  Rotifers’  company,  IJJ  ; William 
I*.  JJlii.l,  1 JJ  (note);  Andrew  Urattoii’s 
company,  124  ; Captain  Frederick  Lvans, 
121;  Generals  Scott  and  Drown,  125;  Col- 
onel Hull  and  .Major  Galloway,  125;  Lieu- 
tenant Hrud)',  1_5  ; battle  of  chijipewa 
1 25  ; .Major  Calloway  and  Colonel  Dull,  120  ; 
David  Moreland’s  company,  1J7  ; .lames 
DipeiC  company,  12*;  Landislmrg  Infantry 
Company,  12*;  Lieutenant-Colonel  George 
Wen  i- 1C*  dclaelimeiit,  12'J  ; roster  Selin' 
drove  Idle  Volunteers,  IJ'.i:  Union  Kille 
Volunteers,  125;  roster  Captain  Jaeol. 
Hummers  company,  I3n  ; rosier  Captain 
Henry  .Miller's  company,  Lin  . rosier  Cap- 
tain Valentino  Haas’  company,  Lit  ; Cap- 
lain  John  Derust  lesser  s o-mpaii},  roster, 
IJl  ; roster  id  William  !■'.  I luyers'  eompanv, 

1 HI 

Washii  u I o 1 1 Township,  15. in  ; erection  of,  15:10; 
iron  on*  in  1 53u ; elections  in,  15J1  . covered 
bride---,  15.il  ; early  settlers,  15:; | ; ln-deri-  k 
Albright,  15J1  ; Deter  Straub,  15J1  ; grist- 
mill-, 15:11  ; tanneries,  1532  ; di-lillcries, 
1532  ; churches,  1532  ; school.-,  15 32  ; Dallas, 
1512. 

Watei  I'-ad,  74-1. 

Wa  I erf-  -id,  Last,  715. 

Waterloo,  7J7. 

W'atl>  lamily,  **2,  ms-7. 

Watson,  Dr.  William,  175. 

Walls,  lion,  Lrederi.  k,  li-Sl. 

Watts,  Judge,  :mi«. 

Watts,  I . eiieral  1'  1 ederiek,  I I .,7. 


Walls  Township  : loc  ation,  1101  • first  settler.-, 
1 Id  ; .Marcus  Hidings  and  family,  1100; 
General  Frederick  Watts,  1107;  churches, 
! 1 1 U7  ; wlools,  ll-'.v 

j M'.ivliiiifl,  .Miclmi'l,  13:;:). 

I Wayne  Guards,  I4l». 

Wayne  Township  : election  of,  57‘j  ; early  as- 
ne.-smeiit.-,  57*. i-5*l  , early  settl-  rs,  5*1-5.80  ; 
CliUTehofthe  I nited  Dreljli  ell,  5SI*.  ; j list  ie.  > 
of  the  peace,  5*0  ; schools,  5*0  ; Manaynnk, 
5*7  ; Atkinson’*  mill*,  5*7  ; Lnterprise  S.md- 
I Works,  o*7  ; .Matilda  Lurmice,  .*7. 

Weirick,  Lieiitcnant-Colonel  George,  125. 
Weirich,  Dr  'fliomas,  1232. 

W'eii  ich,  Samuel,  1 IJJ. 

Weidman,  Dr.  J.  C , Otis. 

W chr,  Solomon  F , M.lD,  I*:). 

Weiser,  Dr.  George  H.,  1-157. 

Wciser,  Captain  Denjamin,  101. 

| Wei t /.el,  Captain  (.'a.sper,  53. 
j W arner,  Dr.  A.  J.,  *JJ1. 
j W ert  family , 1 1 JO. 

i West  Heaver  township,  1511  ; erection  of,  1511; 

list  of  inhabitants,  151*1  ; Daniiersvillo,  1515; 

’ * * 

churches,  1515;  .McClure,  1510;  mills,  1510; 

Grand  Army  Dost,  1517. 

l West  DnlValo  township:  formation  of,  135  ; 

early  settlers,  1.251  ; inhahilants  in  17*50, 

IJ5K ; schools,  IJ.5'1  ; Forest  Hill,  IJOO;  bio- 

graphical,  1201. 

West  Deny  township,  1527  ; election  of,  1527 ; 
Grayhill  family,  152*;  .Muniionito  Church, 
152*;  J A angelical  Association,  152*;  United 
| H re  thro  n Church,  152*;  schools,  1528. 

W est  family,  1151. 

1 WVsl  XY\\  i-.-rl,  1 1 38. 

I WeslhoVell,  I » I , 1*5. 

I Weymer,  J>r.  C.  I.  , 050. 

! Wharton,  Dr.  Summ-I  75*. 

I 

j W heattield  township:  location,  10'Jl  ; land- 
owners  in  1*2*,  10'jl  ; early  locations,  1052.; 
Montahollo  Furnace,  lU'Jj  ; Fio  Forge,  ]h'Jt; 
churches,  1055  ; schools,  105(5. 

' White  Deer  tow  nship:  formation,  1340 ; early 
settlers,  1311  ; mills,  1212;  iron-works,  134-4 ; 
massacre  of  *umple  and  wife,  13-14  ; schools, 
i 1 3 40  ; churches,  13-10  ; biographical,  1317. 

, White  Deer  .Mills,  1313. 

! White  Deer  Wo- den-.M ills,  1 J43. 

; White  Hall,  637. 

| Whiteside,  Dr.  Thomas,  051. 

I W hite,  William,  *53. 


W'hitmer  family,  b.U. 

Weist,  John,  1543 
Williard,  Rev.  Dhilip,  073. 

Williams,  General  Ldwanl  C.,  2*8-251. 

| Willis,  Colonel  William.  350-352. 
Willig,  Dr  Lew  is  ]*.,  • *>  • 

William,  Major  L. , ‘jl . 

Wilson,  Dr.  Ch  irk-,  1 1 In 
Wilson,  Ahraham  v , 1 1_  1 
Wilsoir,  W.  o?  i. 

Wilson,  Ahraham  >-  -It,  1150. 

W ikon,  Tlioimi  , i ID 
W ilnoii.  Dr.  Thomas  llowaid,  DJJ*. 
Wil.-on,  Dr.  < 'hai  h s.  DJ3  ;. 

Wilson,  Hon.  Hugh,  I HU 
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